Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


Ch  T^'  ''fc.lo 


HARVARD  COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 


BOUGHT  FROM  THE 

AMEY  RICHMOND  SHELDON 


"1 


1\ 


TTIE 


'OCCASIONAL    PA  PERS 


''  Cbtna  Inlantr  ^\%uz\\. 

«...       .  /    - 


t> 


VOLJS.    v.    &   YT. 

» 

Fkom  May' 187()  »m  At'oi'st   \K'1. 


» 


WITH    Llf.TS    OF    STATIONS    AND  ILLUStRATlVE    MAPS 


* 


. LONDON : 

.;    ME«  NISBET  k  CO.,  21,  BEliNEE^^  ?<TIv^KKl\  AV. 

.r    W.  '»»y*RTRH>'.fE  k  00.,  J),  PATKRNOSrER  TJoW,  K.O. 

1S72. 


THE 


OCCASIONAL    PAPERS 


OF  THE 


♦  ♦  l> 


''  ^feina  Inlanb  pission. 


VOLS.  V.   &  VI. 
Feom  May  1870  to  August  1872. 


WITH    LISTS   OF   STATIONS   AND    ILLUSTRATIVE   MAP& 


LONDON ; 
JAMES  NISBET  &  CO.,  21,  BERNERS  STREET,  W., 

S.  W.  PABTEIDGE  &  CO.,  9,  PATBRNOSTBB  BOW,  B.C. 

1872. 


n 


CHINA  INLAND  MISSION. 


ESTABLISHED  for  the  evangelwation  of  districU  away  from  the 
ports,  and  eventually,  if  possible,  of  all  the  wholly  unoooupied 
proTinces. 

PRESENT  Staff  of  the  Mission  ;  Eighty-one  labourers—twelve  mar- 
ried missionaries  and  their  wires,  and  seven  single  missionaries ; 
together  with  forty-fire  male  native  assistants,  and  five  native 
Bible-women  and  female  school-teachers. 

STATIOJTS  and  Out-stetions,  over  thirty,  in  which  there  are  resident 
labourers.  Many  other  places  are  reached  by  itinerant  efforts,  in 
some  of  which  there  are  converts, 

LONDON  ADDRESS  :  6,  Pyrland  Road,  Newington  arecn,  London, 
N.,  where  can  be  obtained  the  Publications  of  the  Mission,  and 
Photographs  of  the  Missionaries.    Price  6d.  each. 

BANKERS— London  and  County  Bank,  Lombard  Street.  All 
CHEQUES  should  be  crossed  London  and  County  Bank. 

POST-OFFICE  ORDERS  should  be  made  payable  to  Richard  Harris 
Hill,  at  the  Newington  Gbeen  Road  Post  Office. 

IN  consequence  of  the  considerable  reduction  lately  made  in  the 
charge  for  Post  Office  Obdbbs,  and  to  hisurg  greaUr  safety,  it  is 
respectfully  suggested  that,  where  practicable,  even  small  sums 
may  be  remitted  in  this  way. 

FRIENDS  intending  the  whole  or  part  of  their  donations  for  the 
personal  use  of  any  member  of  the  Mission  will  be  kind  enough, 
when  writing,  very  clearly  to  express  their  wishes. 

Thb  OCCASIONAL  PAPERS  are  sent  post  free  to  donors  and 
friends  of  the  Mission.  Those  desiring  to  pay  for  them  can 
covar  the  cost  and  postage  for  one  year  by  enclosing  sixpence  in 
stamps  to  6,  Pyrland  RomI,  Newington  Green,  London,  N. 

MISSIONARY  BOXES,  free  on  appUcation. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

"CHINA;  ITS  SPIRITUAL  NEED  AND  CLAIMS." 

With  Appendix  and  Illustrative  Maps.    Price  6d.,  cloth  Is. 

"  CHINA  &  THE  CHINESE ;  **  an  address  to  the  Toung.  Price  Id. 
By  the  Rev.  J.  Hudson  Taylob,  M.R.C.S. 

"  OCCASIONAL  PAPERS." 

ToU.  I.  &  II.  for  1866 to  1868,  (surplus  copies),  cloth  6d., paper 
covers  4d. 

Vols.  m.  &  IT.  for  1868  to  1870,  (surplus  copies),  cloth  6d.,  paper 
covers  4d. 

Vols.  Y.  &  VI.  for  IS^lO'^Ml^^^i^)^^^  paper  covers  6d. 

Set  of  three  Vols.,  dpl^hrtz^/pi^p^^  9^A^  ^^    Postage,  3d,  for  each 


volume. 


L^L'  <ARY 

AUQ  13  1941  ^  "^^ 


J 


Jifrl^^     J^^y^A^ 


(t 


The  IiQBD  gave^  and  the  Lo^ohath  taken  away ;  blessed  be  the  name 

of  the  LoBD." — Job  i.  21. 


Since  this  number  of  the  Occasional  Paper  has  been  in 
the  hands  of  the  printer,  solemn  intelligence  has  reached 
us  &om  China. 

On  the  7tli  of  last  July,  Mrs.  Tames  Hudson  Taylor 
g^aTe  birth  to  a  son,  who,  however,  was  taken  from  them 
on  the  20th  of  the  same  month;  three  days  after  which 
(on  July  2drd),  it  pleased  our  Heavenly  Father  to  call 
home  to  Himself  our  truly  beloved  sister  in  Christ. 

A  few  days  before  the  birth  of  the  child  Mrs.  Taylor  had 
a  severe  attack  of  English  cholera,  wliich  left  her  extremely 
weak,  and  from  the  effects  of  which  she  never  rallied. 

She  has  run  the  race — ^has  fought  the  fight — ^has  finished 
her  course  with  joy,  and  is  now  with  her  Lord,  beholding 
His  face,  which  is  far  better. 

Only  those  who  were  acquainted  with  the  sterling  cha- 
racter and  attainments  of  Mrs.  Taylor  can  fully  appreciate 
the  loss  sustained  by  her  bereaved  husband  and  friends, 
the  members  of  the  Mission,  and  the  work  in  China. 

The  blow  has  fiEdlen  so  suddenly  and  heavily,  that  to 
<<  Be  still  and  know  that  I  am  God,"  seems  our  fitting 
spirit  at  this  time.  That  God  will  sustain  His  afflicted 
servant,  will  heal  his  bruised  if  not  broken  heart,  we  may 
be  sure.  Indeed,  that  He  is  already  doing  so,  the  calm 
and  holy  tone  of  our  brother's  letters,  received  since  the 
mournful  event,  abundantly  testifies. 


'^TrnaimHimataUtinies;   .  •  poor  out  your  heart  before  Him: 
God  is  a  refuge  for  us."— Fsaxjc  IziL  8. 
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CHINA  INLAND  MISSION. 

OCCASIONAL  PAPEB^  No.  23. 

East  Gbikstbad, 

Sept&mber  I7thy  1870. 
My  Deab  Fbiends, 

.'<  We  shsJl  reap  if  we  faint  not ;"  and  0  how  gladly 
shall  we  exchange  the  labour  of  the  present  seed-time  for 
that  of  harvesting !  Not  without  sacrifice  and  loneliness, 
the  husbandman  goes  forth  to  commit  the  precious  seed  to 
the  cold  bosom  of  the  e^rth,  there  to  die ;  in  hope,  how- 
evetr  distant,  of  its  springing  up  and  yielding  a  glorious, 
an  abundant  recompense:  and  the  harvest  mtut  be  pre- 
ceded by  the  seedtime.  The  kind  and  quantity  to  be 
gathered  will  depend  upon  the  sowing.  That  we  sow,  we 
shall  reap.  Sowing  sparingly  or  bountifully  we  shall  reap 
accordingly. 

Our  present  efiSarts  for  China's  spiritual  welfare  may  not 
inaptly  be  considered  in  the  above  light ;  and  though  at 
times  the  clouds  and  storms,  so  feared  and  yet  so  neces- 
sary, appear  to  threaten  our  most  cherished  hopes  of 
success,  we  need  not  fear, — ''  we  shaU  reap  if  we  faint 
not." 

The  news  of  the  late  massacre  of  French  priests  and 
others  in  T'ien-tsin  by  the  Chinese  populace  (published  in 
most  of  the  daily  newspapers),  and  the  present  excited 
state  of  the  people  in  several  of  the  large  cities  in  China, 
call  most  loudly  to  the  Lord's  people  who  dweU  in  safety 
in  this  favoured  isle,  to  make  common  prayer  that  God 
will  be  pleased  to  interpose  and  preserve  the  valuable  lives 
of  all  His  servants  in  that  vast,  but  benighted  empire.  In 
our  last  number  we  spoke  of  quiet  residence  on  the  part  of 
the  missionaries  at  all  our  stations.  JNhw  we  have  to 
chronicle  '<  agitating  reports  "  at  Yangchau,  Nankin,  and 
other  places;  though,  we  are  thankful  to  say,  from  our 
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latest  adTioes,  there  is  eveiy  reason  to  hope  no  outbreak 
will  result.  Every  precaution  has  been  taken  by  the 
consuls  and  our  missionaries,  to  g^ard  against  a  repetition 
of  barbarities  such  as  those  which  occurred  at  Yang- 
chau,  Gan-k'ing,  and  lately  at  T4en-tsin.  But  I  must  not 
forestal  the  contents  of  this  paper,  and  therefore  refer  our 
friends  to  the  extracts  of  letters  receiyed  from  the  mission- 
aries themselves. 

The  dijficnlties  of  the  work  call  for  fiirther  faith  and 
effort — cast  us  more  upon  God  for  help— but  should  not, 
and  do  not,  discourage  us  from  prosecuting  the  glorious 
command,  ''  To  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature."  The 
light  is  ordained  to  shine  into  the  darkness,  and  however 
the  children  of  men  may  hinder  its  entrance,  our  commis- 
sion is  dear.  For  the  issue,  we  look  to  God.  Advance 
however,  palpable  advance,  upon  the  kingdom  of  Satan  is 
being  made.  Let  us  strengthen  each  other's  hiands  in 
God  I  Let  us  give  otirselves  more  and  more  to  earnest 
prayer — the  prayer  of  fkith — and  we  shall  see  yet  greater 
things. 

Will  you,  dear  friends,  seek  to  interest  Ohristians  at 
large  in  the  need  of  China,  by  bringing  before  them  the 
claims  of  that  country?  Tell  them  of  the  font  hundred 
millions  worshipping  idols  and  their  ancestors;  of  the 
xN  thirty-three  thousand  who  die  daily,  or  the  one  million 
every  month,  who  pass  away  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  love  of  God,  and  the  Saviour's  dying  on  their  behalf. 

There  are  three  means  virorthy  of  our  attention  by  which 
China's  spiritual  welfare  may  be  fiirthered.  First,  by  the 
going  forth  of  more  labourers,  men  of  a  right  spirit ;  men 
who,  realising  the  awfiil  need  of  the  perishing  ones,  and 
believing  firmly  that  God  would  have  them  go,  dare  not 
refrain.  These  will  make  their  mark  and  do  their  work. 
Let  us  ask  for  such  and  for  the  necessary  funds,  of  Him 


^kose  service  we  seek  to  prosecute.  Seeond^  by  the 
labourers  already  in  the  field  becoming  more  like  David's 
mighty  men,  able  to  do  ''exploits."  It  is  as  easy  for  God 
to  saye  by  few  as  by  many,  if  He  so  please ;  but  the  special 
anointing  and  out-pouring  of  His  spirit  must  be  sought 
for,  that  the  labourers  may  indeed  be  conformed  to  Jesus 
Ohrifit  in  all  things.  Beflecting  His  image,  the  result 
upon  the  heathen  cannot  be  doubtftil.  Thirdy  by  a  large 
increase  of  native  agency.  That  the  (Gospel  may  obtain  a 
more  eztensiTe  entrance  and  permanent  hold  of  the  mil- 
lions of  Ohina  (which,  I  conceive,  we  ought  to  aim  at),  the 
employment  of  the  native  Christians,  male  and  female, 
in  eveiy  practicable  way  possible,  woxdd  appear  absolutely 
necessary. 

Kindly  remember  these  three  objects  in  prayer,  dear 
:friends.  We  cannot  rest  satisfied  that  one  third  of  the 
human  family  should  continue  in  such  bonds  without 
using  our  utmost  efforts  to  liberate  them.  Exulting,  as 
we  do,  in  the  freedom  firom  sin  and  death  wherewith 
Christ  hath  made  us  free,  we  will  publish  the  ''glad 
tidings ''  to  those  who  "  sit  in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of 
death,''  believing  that  God's  word  shall  not  return  to  Him 
void,  but  shall  prosper  in  the  thing  whereto  he  sends  it. 
Forgive  my  earnestness.  The  time  is  short,  and  we  must 
work  while  it  is  day,  as  unto  the  Lord. 

Por  the  infoimation  of  the  many  friends  who  are 
interested  in  Mr.  Taylor  and  his  fanuly,  I  would  mention 
that  Mrs.  Taylor,  who  has  been  recently  confined  with  a 
little  boy,  is  in  a  very  delicate  and  precarious  state  of 
health!  Their  three  dear  children  now  in  England,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  are  gradually  regaining  health  and  vigour. 

I  remain, 

Yours  faithfully  and  gratefully, 

WiLLUJc  Thos,  Bsbosb. 


PROGRESS  OP  TKE  WORK. 

YANG-CHAU. — Some  "  agitating  reports,"  prejudicial 
to  foreigners,  have  been  afloat  in  this  city  since  our  last 
issue ;  but  Ood  has  hitherto  graciously  shielded  our  mis* 
sionaiy ,  brethren  from  all  harm.  In  a  letter  recently 
received  from  Mr.  Tatlob,  he  reports  all  as  being  quiet 
here  up  to  July  9.  The  necessity  for  avoiding  doing  or 
saying  in  public  anything  which  might,  at  this  crisis,  form 
a  pretext  for  violence  on  the  part  of  an  easily  misled  and 
excited  mob,  has  kept  the  labourers  here  (as  in  some  other 
stations  of  the  Mission)  from  active  out-door  operations, 
and  confined  them  almost  exclusively  to  the  building  up 
and  instruction  of  the  precious  souls  already  gathered  in. 
There  is  consequently  nothing  of  sufficient  general  interest 
in  the  letters  received  from  this  station,  to  render  it  desir- 
able to  lay  them  before  our  readers.  We  would  also  add, 
that  Messrs.  Harvey  and  Pishe  who  reached  China  in 
November  1869,  continue  to  devote  themselves  to  the  study 
of  the  language.  We  have,  therefore,  no  missionary 
information  to  report  on  their  behalf. 

NAN-KIN. — The  following  from  Mr.  Dxtncak,  dated  Tune 
29,  gives  some  further  idea  of  the  peculiar  difficulties  and 
dangers  besetting  the  path  of  Ood's  missionary  servants  in 
China,  more  particularly  in  interior  cities.  Mr.  Dunoak 
has  been  joined  by  Mr.  Habvey,  who  hopes  to  remain  with 
him  at  least  till  ^e  '*  examinations  "  are  over,  and  Ihe 
present  agitated  state  of  the  popular  mind  has  subsided. 
As  a  precautionary  measure  of  safety,  Mrs.  Dttngait  and 
Miss  BowYER  have  been  conveyed  to  Chin-kiang,  and  a 
boat,  at  Mr.  Taylor's  suggestion,  has  been  hired,  so  as  to 
be  readily  available  should  any  emergency  arise. 

<< Por  some  time  Nankin,  and  the  country  round 


about,  has  been  in  a  very  agitated  and  riotous  state,  on 
account  of  certain  malignant  rumours  that  kidnapping  for 
evil  purposes  was  being  extensively  carried  on.  It  has  been 
generally  reported,  that  the  perpetrators  decoyed  people 
away  by  mesmerism  or  something  of  the  sort,  and  when 
they  had  got  them  a  certain  distance  from  all  houses, 
and  fairly  under  their  control,  they  killed  some  of  them, 
taking  out  their  hearts,  eyes,  &c.,  of  which  to  make 
necromantic  drugs;  whilst  others,  they  sold  as  slaves. 
Popular  excitement  became  so  great,  that  travellers  coming 
to  and  going  from  Nankin,  were  stopped  and  minutely 
examined.  At  the  city  gates  soldiers  were  appointed  to 
examine  persons  they  had  any  suspicion  about.  I  need 
scarcely  tell  you  that  many  innocent  people  were  badly 
used  by  these  soldiers  and  others.  One  day  the  master  of  a 
timber-yard  went  to  a  part  of  the  city  where  he  was  not 
known,  and  the  alarm  was  given  that  he  was  a  kidnapper. 
The  people  immediately  caught  hold  of  him  and  commenced 
beating  him.  He  told  them  not  to  strike  too  hard,  because 
he  had  a  pair  of  spectacles  in  his  pocket.  There  is  but  a 
slight  difference  between  the  sound  of  the  word  'spectacles' 
and  that  for  '  eyes '  in  Chinese.  The  one  is  called  '  yeen- 
king '  (spectacles),  and  the  other  '  yeen-tsin^ '  (eyes),  so 
the  crowd  thought  he  said  he  had  a  pair  of  eyes  [«'.«.,  actual 
eyes  taken  by  this  man  from  some  poor  victim]  in  his 
pocket,  and  nearly  killed  him  in  consequence. 

"  The  authorities  here  have  caught  and  executed  several 
individuals  said  to  be  implicated  in  the  alleged  crime.  But  it 
is  heart-rending  to  hear  of  the  awful  torments  inflicted  on 
them  to  make  them  confess.  Burning-hot  pieces  of  iron 
were  pierced  into  their  bodies,  and  other  modes  of  torture 
were  used,  in  order  to  extort  from  them  that  they  were 
guilty. 

''  When  the  city  was  aU  in  commotion,  it  was  a  grand 
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opportunity  not  to  be  lost,  for  those  who  wanted  to  foster 
the  ill-feeling  against  foreigners ;  so  a  report  soon  went 
abroad,  that  the  kidnappers  were'  hired  by  the  foreigners^ 
whioh  exasperated  the  people  very  muchy  and  it  was  pro- 
posed that  the  Eoman  Oatholic  chapel  should  be  burnt 
down  on  a  certcdn  day.  But  this  was  prevented  by  the 
authorities,  who  issued  proclamations  immediately,  rebuk- 
ing the  people  for  charging  the  Bomanists  of  having  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  matter,  as  they  had  come  to  Ohina  to 
exhort  people  to  be  g^od.  The  mandarins  advised  that 
every  man  should  attend  to  his  own  business  and  be  quiet, 
and  diligent  search  would  be  made  for  the  kidnappers. 

*^  Camps  of  soldiers  were  then  stationed  throughout  the 
city,  and  the  excitement  gradually  passed  away.  I  thought 
it  well  to  remove  Mrs.  Duncan  to  Chin-kiang,  suspend 
all  public  operations,  and  remain  privately  in  the  house. 
We  have  been  visited  by  a  deputy  irom  the  Viceroy,  who 
came  to  consult  with  us  respecting  steps  to  be  taken  during 
the  coming  examinations.  He  advised  us  to  let  to  the 
landlord  for  the  coming  three  months,  one  of  the  two  houses 
we  rent  in  Nankin,  which  is  situated  near  the  Examination 
Hall,  as  the  house  was  likely  to  be  assaulted  by  the 
students.  This  advice  we  have  thought  well  to  act  upon, 
and  have,  therefore,  let  it  to  him  for  the  above  period,  at 
the  termination  of  which,  we  shall  re-enter  it.  A  docu- 
ment has  been  drawn  up  between  ourselves  and  the  land- 
lord, and  ratified  by  a  letter  from  the  said  deputy.  He  also 
suggested  that  we  should  either  retire  from  the  city  or 
remain  privately  in  the  house  during  the  time  of  the 
examinations,  as  the  people  attending  these  examinations 
are  of  an  unruly  character,  and  the  authorities  would  not 
be  responsible  for  anything  they  might  do  to  us. 

*^  This  ties  up  our  hands  very  much  here,  and  if  it  were 
not  that  the  authorities  or  people  might  make  use  of  our 


leaving  the  dfy,  to  keep  up  a  chionio  excitement  against 
foreigners,  perhaps  I  ahonld  go  to  Ts^ing-kiang-pHi  for  a 
while,  and  labour  there.  It  is  very  sad  to  think  of  this 
poor  idolatrous  cily.  There  is  nothing  here  but  impiety 
and  ignorance,  indifESarence  and  superstition.  The  Gospel 
is  treated  with  contempt,  and  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
is  blasphemed.  We  see  little  fruit  in  proportion  to  the 
seed  sown  as  yet ;  neyertheless  a  few  have  belieyed  and 
gladdened  our  hearts.  Some  people  seem  to  think  that 
missionazies  haye  but  to  go  where  they  please  in  China, 
and  they  are  sure  to  £md  ready  access  and  a  hearty  wel- 
come. Our  experience  has  been  yeiy  contrary  to  this.  We 
hare  had  to  fight  (as  it  were),  eveiy,  inch  of  the  way ;  and 
after  we  haye  obtained  a  footing,  it  requires  resolute  per- 
seyerance  in  order  to  keep  it,  and  make  any  adyance. 

''Hay  the  Lord  help  and  strongmen  us!  Blessed  be 
His  name.  He  is  able  to  make  us  more  than  conquerors 
oyer  all  our  difB^colties.  We  are  beginning  to  feel  the 
heat  now.    While  I  am  writing  the  thermometer  is  aboye 

vo  •    .    •    • 

''....  June  80th.  I  haye  decided  not  to  goto  Ts'ing- 
kiang-p'u,  but  remain  here."  .... 

A  brief  note  from  Mr.  Harvey  has  come  to  hand,  written 
July  11,  in  which  he  says,  '<  All  is  quiet  here,  though  the 
people  are  stOl  bent  on  burning  down  the  Boman  OathoHc 
estaUishment."  Let  us  hope  that  the  rage  of  the  heathen 
may  be  ayerted,  and  their  evil  imaginations  confounded  by 
Him  who  can  torn  the  hearts  of  men  as  a  riyer. 

We  give  a  few  lines  from  a  letter  of  Mrs.  Duncas's 
written  shortly  before  the  excitement  commenced,  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  their  labours  are  not  in  yain, 
though  results  are  still  apparently  so  small : — 

''....  We  belieye  the  Lord  has  blessed  the  giving 
away  of  quinine  and  rice  yexy  much  to  our  gaining  the 

B     - 
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confidence  and  favour  of  the  people.  Our  dedie  is  that  it 
may  result  in  the  oonversion  of  some.  It  has  pleased 
the  Lord  to  try  our  faith  in  giving  us  to  see  compara- 
tively little  fruit  for  our  labour.  Our  hope  is  in  Him  and 
in  TTiw  power ;  but  we  are  not  altogether  without  encour- 
agement. We  are  going  to  have  a  baptism  on  Sunday, 
D.v.  It  is  several  months  since  the  man  first  desired  it, 
and,  as  far  as  we  have  seen,  he  has  walked  consistently, 
and  we  believe  the  truth  for  some  time  has  had  a  real 
hold  upon  him.  .  .  ." 

GHIN-EIANa.—- This  city,  though  a  free  port,  and, 
therefore,  the  resort  of  foreigners,  whose  habits  and  ways 
would  necessarily  be  more  fetmiliar  to  its  inhabitants  than 
to  the  Chinese  in  inland  places,  has,'  by  no  means,  been 
free  from  the  same  kind  of  rumours  as  have  been  current 
in  Nan-kin  and  other  cities.  Happily,  the  excitement 
consequent  on  these  *^  agitating  reports  "  has  nearly  sub- 
sided, and  Mr.  Taylob,  who  is  temporarily  residing  here, 
observes  that  ''  a  quieter  feeling  was,  on  July  11th,  again 
becoming  apparent."  Our  friends  here,  as  well  as  at 
Yang-Chau,  have  had  to  pass  through  some  peculiar  trials 
and  anxieties  in  connexion  with  their  work,  which  it  will 
be  prudent  not  to  enter  upon,  frirther  than  to  say  that,  by 
the  goodness  of  God,  we  think  wisdom  has  been  given 
them  to  act  with  considerable  caution  and  discretion. 

TS'INO-KIANO-PIJ.— Mr.  Ebid  writes  from  this  place : 
'*....  Some  account  of  an  interview  with  ti  Lao-t'ai,  an 
old  woman,  about  sixty  years  of  age,  may  be  interesting. 
One  evening,  it  being  dark,  one  of  us  went  into  our  neigh- 
bour's house,  having  previously  lifted  our  heart  to  Qod 
for  a  word  to  speak.  We  were  welcomed  in  by  an  old 
woman,  and  invited  to  drink  tea.    As  soon  as  an  oppor- 
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tonity  presented  itself,  we  placed  the  gospel  before  her, 
aad,  amongst  other  illustrations  nsed,  was  one  of  a  '  golden 
i|iountain.'  Such  .illustrations  are  well  adapted  to  the 
Chinese  mind.  *  Do  you  know  what  we  hare  oome  here 
for?'  we  asked.  *No,'  she  replied.  'Well,  we  will  tell 
you.  We  have  found  something  very  precious.  It  may 
be  compared  to  a  golden  mountain.  We  hare  found  peace 
to  our  souls,  and  this  is  what  you  haye  not.  We  have  so 
much  joy  that  our  heart  overflows,  and  this  you  have  not. 
We  are  not  afraid  to  die, — are  you  ?'  'Of  course  I  am.' 
<  Well,  now,  do  you  think  if  there  were  a  golden  moun- 
tain outside  the  city,  and  you  were  invited  to  go  and  dig 
gold,  would  you  go  or  not?'  '  Of  course  I  should  go.' 
*  Well,  suppose  you  had  gone  and  returned,  bringing  as 
much  gold  as  you  possibly  could  want,  and  yet  there  was 
enough  to  give  to  millions  more  besides  yourself,  how 
could  you  sit  in  your  house,  and,  knowing  that  others 
were  starving,  not  tell  them  of  this  golden  mountain  ?  I 
know  you  would  gladly  tell  them.  Now,  we  have  come 
here  to  tell  you,  that,  although  you  have  not  peace,  there 
is  peace  for  you ;  that  although  you  are  a  sinner  you  may 
be  saved,  for  GK>d  has  loved  and  pitied  you,  and  has  given 
His  own  beloved. Son  to  die  in  your  stead,  to  receive  the 
punishment  due  to  your  sins,  to  save  you  from  hell,  and 
to  give  you  a  free  entrance  into  heaven.'  The  old  lady 
listened  with  unusual  interest,  and  hais  since  given  us 
many  reasons  to  believe  she  is  saved. 

''Before  dosing,  I  quote  one  incident  revealing  the  state 
of  these  poor  people.  One  day,  standing  by  tiie  newly- 
dug  grave  of  a  Uttle  child,'  I  remarked  to  a  bystander, 
'  All  men  must  die,  and  after  this  is  the  judgment,  when 
the  worshippers  of  idols  will  be  confounded.'  I  asked 
him,  'Are  you  afraid  to  die?'  He  replied,  'No.'  'What, 
are  you  not  afraid  of  the  torments  of  heU?'  asked  I. 
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'No,  my  courage  is  great,'  was  his  shocking  reply. 
Brethren  and  sisters,  blood-bought  children,  come  forth, 
we  pray  you,  to  the  help  of  the  Lord.  .  .  ." 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  owing  to  the  fluliire  of  his 
bealth,  Mr.  Ssm  has  been  compelled,  at  all  events  for  a 
time,  to  leave  the  work  here.  This  is,  however,  the  less  to 
be  regretted,  inasmuch  as  Ghii  Sin-sang,  the  native  assis- 
tant in  charge,  is  an  able  and  zealous  evangelist;  and 
because  Mr.  Taylor  is  of  opinion  that  the  excited  state  of 
popular  feeling  in  this  city,  renders  undesirable  t^e  pre- 
sence of  a  foreign  missionary  there  at  this  juncture. 

61N-K1MG.— It  is  a  ground  for  great  thankfulness  that 
this  place,  lately  so  disturbed,  continues  in  a  quiescent 
state ;  so  that  our  friends  residing  here  are  permitted  to 
work  on,  unhindered  and  unhaimed,  for  the  salvation  of 
poor  lost  souls.  Mr.  Willukson's  health  has,  we  are 
sorry  to  say,  suffered  considerably  since  their  late  trials 
here,  and  he  is  away  for  a  time  to  recroit  and  rest.  He 
earnestly  desires  a  speedy  restoratioB,  and,  in  a  late  letter, 
asks  our  prayers  to  this  end.  We  give  the  following 
interesting  details  from  Mr.  Mbadowb. 

''....  The  young  man  whom  I  have  employed  as  a 
school-teacher,  was  one  of  the  literary  candidates  last  year, 
and  probably  inwardly  joined  in  the  cry  of  'Kill  the 
foreign  devils !'  He  had  a  school  of.  four  b<^  in  front  of 
our  house;  and  I  thought  that  if  I  opened  a  school,  I 
might  be  the  unwilling  means  of  depriving  him  of  his 
livelihood.  I  therefore  determined  to  invite  him  to  teaoh 
for  me,  and  was  glad  to  fmd  he  needed  no  inviting ;  for, 
on  hearing  of  my  intention  to  open  a  school,  he  came  and 
offered  his  services  as  a  teacher.  As  yet  he  had  not 
the  slightest  idea  of  Jesus  or  his  doctrine.  The  first  time 
he  heard  the  Gbspel  was  after  Mr.  WiUiamson  returned  to 
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repair  the  houBe.  It  was  in  the  eyening,  and  I  remem- 
ber healing  that  he  could  not  understand  what  was 
said.  By  oocasional  attendance,  he  gradually  became 
acquainted  with  a  few  of  the  leading  truths,  his  mind 
opening  like  a  bud,  till  exposed  to  the  fbll  blase  of  the 
light  in  which  he  now  appears  to  rejoice.  I  noticed  some 
lime  ago  that  he  manifested  no  shame  in  spealdng  of  the 
truth  to  some  visitors ;  but  I  took  nofdrther  action,  though 
we  daily  prayed  for  him.  The  first  dear  intunation  he 
gave  me  of  a  work  of  grace  going  on  in  his  heart  was 
some  time  last  month,  when  returning  home  for  a  few  days. 
He  asked  me,  on  leaving,  to  give  Imn  a  few  copies  of  Dr. 
M'Cartee's  tract  on  'Western  Teacher's  Beason  for  dom- 
ing to  China,'  which  I  have  had  re-cut  [that  is,  cut  in  the 
*  character,'  on  blocks  Here],  and  500  copies  struck  off.  .  .  . 
(Now  nearly  all  distributed,  however).  But  this  is  a 
digression.  I  gave  him  what  he  wanted,  and  was  rejoiced 
to  see  him  so  interested  as  not  to  be  ashamed  to  take  the 
truth,  and  distribute  the  good  news  (as  he  said)  to  his 
friends  and  fellow-villagers.  After  lids  I  watched  him 
more  partionlarly.  Indeed,  I  could  not  help  doing  so,  for 
he  was,  and  stLU  is,  the  very  life  of  our  meetings,  at  the 
dose  of  which  I  have  firequentiiy  expressed  surprise  and 
delight  to  my  wife,  at  the  seeming  change- going  on  in  his 
heart.  Last  Saturday  night  he  addressed  me,  in  a  most 
hesitating  manner,  on  the  subject  of  posture  in  our  prayers 
before  Gbd.  He  said,  'We  are  insignificant  and  base 
sinners,  and  the  most  fitting  posture  fbr  such  creatures 
when  we  come  to  God  was  kneeling.  Your  countrymen  look 
upon  this  posture  as  the  most  abject,  and  God  being  infi- 
nitely great  and  glorioxdd,  such  an  attitude  becomes  us  at 
such  a  time,  and  not  to  stand  as  we  do ' — ^referring  to  our 
standing  when  praying  at  our  services.  I  told  him  that 
the  gpround  was  damp,  and  that  God  did  not  wish  us  to 
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injure  ourselves  in  our  approaches  to  Ilim;  that  Christ 
frequently  stood  when  He  prayed,  which  seemed  to  satisfy 
him  somewhat.     '  But,'  said  he,  '  we  might  kneel  at  the 
back  of  the  house ;  and  when  you  and  Mrs.  M.  pray  at 
noon,  let  me  and  any  others  (referring  to  our  servants)  who 
may  be  willing,  join  you.     I  desire  to  kneel  before  Qod.' 
This  request  I  received  with  joy,  yet  feeling  a    little 
rebuked ;  for  here  was  a  heathen  young  man,  a  proud 
literary  aspirant,  who,  two  months  ago,  -ficarcely  knew  that 
such  a  person  as  Jesus  existed,  much  less  heard  of  His 
cruel  sufferings.  His  humiliation,  and  the  ignominy  of  His 
death  for  us We  had  our  first  united  prayer-meet- 
ing yesterday.    It  was  a  most  sweet  one.     Poor  Lao-how 
[Mr.  M.'s  servant]  broke  down  weeping.    The  teacher's 
[the  one  referred  to  above]  prayers  were  simple,  intelligent, 
and  short;  not  a  bad  fault  in  a  beginner,  certainly.     Our 
second  meeting  was  to-day.    Lao-how,  after  finishing  his 
work,  goes  out  in  the  afternoon  to  sell  books,  distribute 
tracts,  and  preach  in  the  tea-shops.    The  old  man  of  whom 
I  have  written  you  before  (86  years  of  age)  is  really  now  a 
hopeful  inquirer.     Sing  Han  has  been  cured  of  opium 
smoking,  and  told  me  distinctly  he  had  decided  to  become 
a  disciple  of  Christ,  but  had  not  yet  experienced  that 
'peace  of  heart,'  of  which  he  had  heard  Mr.  W.  and 
myself  speak  so  much.    There  are  one  or  two  more,  of 
whom  we  have  some  hope.  .  .  ." 

SU-GHAU.  A  letter  just  to  hand  (September  12fli)  from 
Mrs.  CoBDON,  states  that  a  rumour  had  reached  them  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  people  to  drive  out  foreigners 
from  the  city.  Notwithstanding,  we  trust  our  brother  and 
sister  will  be  preserved  and  maintained  at  their  post  in 
safety.  May  Gbd  be  their  refuge  and  strength!  Mr. 
CoBBON  remarks,  on  May  28th : — 
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'' Since  our  retom,  we  have  been  busily  en- 
gaged in  getting  things  straigbt,  and  in  preparing  ourselyes 
and  natives  for  work  during  the  summer  months.  We 
have  just  sent  our  Yen  man,  who  was  baptized  last  year, 
to  Hang-chauy  for  the  purpose  of  studying  for  two  years ; 
after  which  he  comes  back  to  labour  with  us  in  Su-chau. 
He  is  a  hopeful  young  man,  and  we  quite  expect  he  will 
make  a  valuable  helper  in  the  Lord's  work.  Poor  Ohang 
Sin-sang  has  left  us.  We  grieve  for  him.  Our  girls' 
school  is  still  going  on  nicely.  We  are  thinking  of  turn- 
ing it  into  a  boarding-school.  The  school-teacher  and  his 
wife  have  applied  for  baptism,  but  we  do  not  think  they 
are  really  on  the  Lord's  side.  May  He  guide,  and  make 
us  '  workmen  wbo  need  not  be  ashamed,'  and  may  our 
work  be  such  as  will  stand,  and  redound  to  the  everlasting 
praise  and  glory  of  Jesus  our  Lord. 

"  Oh  for  grace  and  wisdom  to  build  our  work  upon  a  good 
and  lasting  foundation,  even  upon  that  which  is  laid,  other- 
wise it  will  suffer  loss  in  that  great  day.  I  am  sure  you 
will  pray  much  for  us,  that  Otod  will  enable  us  to  glorify 
His  name,  and  in  Sts  way,  not  in  ours.  '  My  ways  are  not 
your  ways,'  saith  the  Lord.  Oh  how  difficult  it  is  some- 
times to  deal  with,  and  receive  this  text  in  its  true  and 
honest  meaning.  We  want  to  work,  and  to  see  blessings 
ooming,  in  a  way  of  our  own  making,  and  we  axe  often 
disappointed. 

'<  Por  two  long  years  we  have  now  laboured  and  prayed 
in  Su-chau.  A  few,  very  few,  have  believed  our  report. 
Numbers  have  sought,  from  some  reason  or  other,  to  enter 
the  Church,  but  oidy  a  little  handful  have  been  accepted. 
And  even  of  these  some,  like  Demas  of  old,  having  loved 
the  things  of  this  present  world  have  left  us,  and  gone 
back  to  their  sins,  and  to  walk  once  more  according  to  the 
course  of  this  world." 
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<<  But  the  Lord  knows  those  wb.0  axe  HiB,  and  ^  will  pre- 
serve ihem.  Oh  let  us  magnify  the  name  of  Jesns,  for  He 
is  Lord  of  Lords.  Otibers  hare  told  yon  of  the  Lord's  good- 
ness in  giving  to  ns  a  dear  little  one.  My  dear  wiib  has 
got  quite  strong  again.  The  baby  is  also  well ;  may  it  be 
made  a  blessing  to  us.  .  .  ." 

WUN-CHAU.  The  following  are  the  extraots  from  Mr. 
Stott's  letter,  which,  from  want  of  spaoe,  did  not  appear 
in  the  last  issue : — 

** Of  the  two  men  who  were  baptized,  one  has 

held  on  very  fairly  indeed,  and  has  borne  a  load  of  trouble 
and  persecution.  The  other  has  gone  astray,  but  I  think 
there  is  little  doubt  of  his  interest  in  the  truth.  He  comes 
here  often  for  books  to  give  away,  and  is  ever  recommend- 
ing the  Gospel  to  those  who  will  listen  to  him ;  and  a  good 
many  have  been  sent  here  by  him  to  ask  about  the  doctrine. 
Like  tens  of  thousands  of  his  countrymen,  he  is  beset  with 
the  sin  of  oovetousness,  which  at  times  creeps  out  to  his  dis- 
advantage. 

"  There  are  two  more  who  have  listened  a  long  time  to 
the  Gospel ;  in  fact  they  were  both  candidates  when  the 
two,  just  referred  to,  were  baptized.  One  6f  them  is  my 
school-teacher,  and  the  other  has  a  rice  'ong  (warehouse) 
outside  the  east  gate.  These  are  both  making  progress 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  trutli,  but  the  'ong-keeper  cannot 
shut  his  shop  on  the  Sabbath.  Lately  he  said  to  me, 
after  hearing  a  discourse  on  Mark  xvi.  16,  'I  believe  on 
Jesus  Ohrist  as  my  Saviour,  and  have  believed  for  more 
than  a  year ;  and  when  I  ask  for  baptism  you  put  me  off, 
and  make  my  heart  sore.'  I  replied,  '  IT  Sin-sang,  when- 
ever you  shut  your  'ong  on  the  Sabbath,  and  show  that 
you  love  and  honour  l^e  Lord,  then  most  gladly  will  I 
receive  you  by  baptism.'  He  said,  in  his  shop  there  were 
over  ten  workmen  besides  his  son,  and  they  woidd  not 
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liston  to  Ids  snggesfion  to  dnit  on  SimdaySy  as  it  would 
depzi^e  them  of  the  Borenth  part  of  their  wages.  His  son 
also  was  against  it,  as  they  wotdd  thereby  lose  their  trade; 
Imt  that  he  came  here  to  worship  three  times  every  Sab- 
bath day  and  did  no  trade  himself  on  that  day,  not 
even  to  write  in  the  Trade  Book.  I  replied,  he  was 
master  of  the  household^  that  his  son  and  serrants  were 
under  his  management,  that  it  was  his  duty  to  conlzol 
them  aooording  to  the  law  of  God,  and  that  if  he  made  a 
bold  stand  for  the  gloiy  of  God,  I  was  sore  he  would  not 
suffer  in  the  end,  even  in  trade.  He  of  oonrse  admitted 
the  tmth  of  what  I  said,  but  rejoined,  he  was  imable  to 
shut  on  the  Sabbath.  Some  days  afterwards  he  said,  *  I 
am  getting  to  be  an  aged  man,  if  I  could  fbad  some  Hght 
employment  suitable,  I  should  give  np  trade  at  once,  and 
let  my  son  hare  it,  for  the  salvation  of  my  soul  is  im< 
portant  above  every  thing.'  It  is  hard  for  people  at  home 
to  realize  the  positicm  of  this  man.  I  am  sore  he  is  far 
from  happy.  He  has  too  much  light  to  be  happy,  and  has 
some  here  every  night  to  prayers  for  over  a  year,  except 
when  detained  by  sickness,  or  by  having  to  go  into  the 
oountiy  to  buy  com.  He  reads  the  Bible  with  us,  and 
listens  to  its  exposition,  conducting  himself  becomingly 
as  a  Christian,  with  the  exception  of  keeping  open  the 
'ong  on  Sundays.  To  day  I  have  no  time  to  tell  you  of 
some  others  who  came  from  the  cotmtry,  and  seem  to  be 
interested;  also  of  some  of  my  boys  who  are  doing  flairly." 

HANO-GHAU. — The  subjoined  account  from  Mr. 
M'Ca&tht  is  BO  complete,  as  to  render  unnecessary  any 
remarks  from  us  relative  to  his  operations.  May  the  faith 
and  fitness  of  our  dear  brother  and  his  valued  native 
helper,  Lje-djuit,  increase  with  the  growing  requirements  of 
the  truly  important  work  of  God  in  their  hands. 
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MisB  "FAXJZjymQ  is  well,  and  her  labours  oontinue  to  be 
produotire  of  blessing.  Mr.  M^Oabtht's  oommunioation 
is  dated,  June  8th. 

'< You  "Will  be  glad  to  bear  something  of  the 

work  here  and  at  Ning-po.  I  think  I  told  you  that  one  of 
our  men,  Loh  Ab-f  sih,  had  gone  up  the  river  to  Ze-en-hien. 
He  remained  there  some  time,  being  about  a  month 
away ;  but  found  the  dialect  of  the  place  so  difficult,  that 
he  judg^  it  better  to  return.  He  is  a  Ning-po  man,  and 
in  the  Yen-chau  district  they  speak  a  kind  of  Mandarin. 
If  he  had  been  any  thing  of  a  scholar,  of  course  he  could 
have  accommodated  himself  to  the  change  of  dialect ;  but 
he  is  not,  being  only  able  to  read  the  Scriptures  in  the 
Ning-po  colloquial. 

"  This  man  is  one  of  many  who  heard  the  truth  in  the 
hospital,  when  Mr.  Taylor  was  in  Ghina  before.  He  was 
converted  at  that  time ;  but  afterwards  fell  into  sin,  and 
had  to  be  excluded  from  membership  in  Ning-po. 

"  While  Mr.  Taylor  was  living  here  the  man  found  his 
way  to  Hang-chau,  came  and  made  himself  known,  and 
got  some  employment,  carrying  water,  &c.  After  a  time 
he  asked  for  re-admission,  and  his  general  conduct  seeming 
to  show  him  truly  repentant,  he  was  received  again  into 
fellowship.  Ever  since  he  has  gone  on  well ;  and  for  some 
time,  in  the  rather  responsible  position  of  school  cook, 
proved  himself  perfectly  trust-worthy. 

''  Although  he  has  not  very  good  eye-sight,  he  has  nearly 
committed  to  memory  whole  books  of  the  New  Testament. 
Some  time  ago.  Miss  Faulding  found  another  man  to  do 
the  cooking  for  the  school,  and  set  him  £ree  to  go  about 
selling  books  and  speaking  to  those  he  met.  He  enjoys 
the  work,  and  we  feel  that  he  is  really  doing  it  for  the 
Lord's  sake.  I  know  you  are  glad  to  hear  anything  about 
the  native  helpers.    He  was  out  of  books  when  he  returned 
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liere,  and  as  lie  did  not  feel  yery  desirous  of  going  back 
(to  Ze-en-hien),  althongh  ready,  if  we  sent  him,  we 
de<^ded  not  to  do  so,  and  waited  on  the  Lord,  as  to  where 
He  would  hare  him  to  go.  One  day,  Ah-t'sih  was  speaking 
to  some  Ning-po  men  who  called  in  here,  and  found  that 
they  were  residents  of  a  yiin  (or  hien)  city  in  the  Hu-chau- 
fii.  They  said  that  in  the  cily  and  surrounding  district, 
there  was  quite  a  colony  of  Ning-po  and  Shao-hing  men, 
and  invited  him  to  go  there  and  preach  and  sell  books. 
After  some  prayer  we  decided  to  let  him  go.  He  took  a 
number  of  tracts  and  books  with  him,  and  being  commended 
to  (}od,  set  off  on  his  way.  It  is  a  couple  of  days'  journey 
from  this  place.  In  about  three  weeks  he  returned,  sajring 
that  the  people  there  had  promised  a  chapel  and  forms,  if 
a  foreignei;  would  go  and  open  a  '  Si-pa-dong'  (chapel). 
As  there  was  cause  to  fear,  however,  that  their  reason  for 
wishing  the  presence  of  a  foreigner,  was  thereby  to  Mghten 
the  old  residents,  I  decided  not  to  go  at  present.  Ah-t'sih 
returned  there  last  week  with  a  fresh  parcel  of  tracts,  and 
whether  we  shall  ultimately  hare  a  chapel  there  or  not,  is 
at  present  difficult  to  say.  But  the  Lord  arranges  all 
matters  so  easily,  that  we  can  leave  the  future  in  His 
hands,  and  in  the  meantime  the  work  is  going  on.  We 
pray  that  whatever  their  motive,  the  Lord  would  save  souls 
there ;  and  if  he  did  lead  them  to  get  their  own  Qospel 
hall,  it  would  be  the  answer  to  many  prayers.  The  name 
of  the  place  is  Hyiao-fong. 

'*  May  I  ask  your  earnest  sympathies  on  behalf  of  Siao- 
shan.  A  little  time  ago,  Mr.  Stevenson  and  I  had  a  talk 
together  about  this  station.  As  he  was  anxious  to  use  the 
men  stationed  there  in  one  of  the  hien  cities  of  his  own  fu ; 
and  as  we  had  a  married  couple  we  oould  place  there,  it 
was  decided  (Mr.  Taylor  also  thinking  well  of  it),  to  work 
that  station  from  this  place  for  the  future.    I  have,  how- 
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ever,  not  yet  been  able  to  decide  whom  we  shall  send,  as 
we  bare  bad  reaeon  to  alter  our  first  dectsion.  In  the 
meantime  there  are  two  men  workuig  there,  one  of  them 
was  the  first  of  mj  olass^  and  has  been  reading  with  me 
for  six  or  seven  months.  You  will  be  glad  to  bear  that 
LaB-djiin  has  nndertaken  the  responsibility  of  the  rent  of  a 
preadung  station  at  a  town  a  little  distance  from  Ning-po, 
called  lih-dro.  We  hope  to  send  a  man  there  in  a  little 
time.  I  bad  a  few  lines  from  Mr.  Steyenson  the  other  day, 
in  which  be  mentioned  that  the  Lord  bad  prospered  him 
in  renting  a  bouse  in  the  city,  when  be  wanted  one.  liu 
Ts'ing-c'ing,  our  helper  at  Kong-deo,  has  been  laid  aside 
for  some  time  from  hernia.  We  sent  him  to  Bhang-hai 
last  week,  to  get  surgical  relief^  and  hope  the  Lord  will 
raise  him  up  again  soon  to  labour  for  Him.  On  Sunday 
week  Lse-djiin  baptised  seven  people  here,  viz.,  two  women, 
two  men,  and  three  boys  from  Miss  Faulding's  school. 
These  last  bave  given  most  satisfbciory  evidence  of  th^ 
conversion.  It  is  the  daily  subject  of  our  prayers,  that  the 
Lord  will  only  bring  to  the  school,  those  whom  He  will 
save. 

"  While  I  was  writing,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Budland  arrived 
from  Shang-bai.  Their  children  were  poorly,  and  I  am 
truly  grieved  to  add,  that  their  little  daughter  died  yes- 
terday. Both  children  were  suffering  from  whooping- 
cough,  and  the  little' thing  seems  to  have  taken  inflammation 
of  the  lungs.  Her  coffin  will  be  here,  beside  little  Grade's. 
These  are  truly  some  of  the  real  trials. 

'^  We  have  just  entered  upon  the  rainy  season,  but  have 
many  dry  days.  Most  fine  afternoons  I  take  a  man  with 
me,  and  we  go  preaching  in  the  suburbs,  outside  the  dif- 
ferent gates  of  the  city,  and  sometimes  in  the  cily  itself. 

"  A  great  many  strangers  have  been  calling  on  us  lately, 
and  there  seems  to  be  a  spirit  of  enquiry  which  gives  some 
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liope  of  a  harvest.  Wevejoioe,  howerer,  with  trembling, 
and  only  seek  to  lookmore  to  the  Lord.  He  it  is  who  gives 
ihe  increase.  I  am  still  looking  anxiously  towards  Yen- 
ohau.    At  His  own  time  He  wilLap^i  the  way. 

"  Miss  Paulding's  boys'  school  is  going  on  welL  I  think 
you  would  be  glad  to  see  the  boys,  and  to  hear  them  sing, 
and  answer  questions  in  the  Scriptures. 

«<WhenI  was tA^Nmo-vo  last  time, Ibaptized sixpersons, 
and  I  expect  t^ere  will  be  three  or  four  more  the  n^ct 
time  I  go.  One  of  the  helpers  there,  Tsiu  Sin-sang,  has 
gone  up  for  a  few  months  to  assist  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  in 
some  translation  wotk.  li  Oiiikwe  was  married  the  day 
before  yesterday  by  Lee-djiin.  The  house  is  taken  at 
liEH-nzo.  This  will  be  another  place  for  you  to  think 
about  and  pray  for.  It  is  a  large  market  town.  We  have 
an  evangelist  for  it,  who  is  there  by  this  time.  His  name 
is  Wong  Yi-jing,  a  member  of  Mr.  Lord's  church,  and  a 
stone-mason  by  taeade.  He  want  about  speaking  to  the 
people  here  in  Hang-chau  of  his  own  accord. 

**  One  of -the  women  baptized  last  time  at  Ning-po,  was 
from  K'ONOhP^.  .She  came  up  to  see  her  step-mother, 
and  spoke  to  her  so  eaznestly,  that  the  Lord  blessed  her 
too,  and  they  were  both  baptized  together.  Another  was 
an  old  man,  72  years  of  age.  Another  was  the  mother  of 
the.  litde  girls  in  Miss  Faulding's  school."    ' 

SHAO-HINa.    Mr.  SravzirsoN  writes  :— 

'' By  mutual  agreement  Mr.  McCarthy  will  in 

future  have  the  supervision  of  Siao-shan.  It  is  near  to 
Hang-chau,  and  therefore  more  convenient  to  be  worked 
from  there.  Our  own  work  here  will  require  much  faith, 
prayer,  and  perseverance.  Those  already  gathered  into 
the  fold  are  giving  us  much  joy  and  comfort  in  their  walk, 
and  in  the  testimony  for  Jesus  amongst  their  fellow- 
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ooimtzyinen.  But  few  oome  forward  to  be  on  the  Lord's 
side,  and  some  as  it  were  liaag  babk.  They  come  generally 
every  Lord's  day,  bat  when  anything  particularly  presses 
upon  them,  they  giye  way  to  the  temptation  of  the  evil  one. 
One  thing  that  distresses  lis  in  reference  to  the  Chinese^  is 
the  morbidness  of  their  consciences.  But  blessed  be  God, 
His  spirit  can  lay  sin  upon  them  and  make  them  feel  it. 
The  work  at  SHnra-HiEir  is,  I  think,  in  an  encouraging  state, 
from  what  I  saw  a  few  weeks  ago  when  I  was  there.  The 
people  seem  to  hare  given  up  many  of  their  prejudices  and 
suspicions,  hearing  the  word  more  freely  and  ini^  more 
confidence  than  they  did  last  year.  You  will  rejoice,  I  am 
sure,  when  I  tell  you  that  we  have  rented  a  house  in  Sin- 
ch'ang-hien,  a  dty  about  fourteen  miles  from  Shing- 
hien " 

Our  brother  also  writes : — 

'< .  .  .  It  has  struck  me  that  it  would  not  be  uninterest- 
ing if  I  gave  you  a  little  account  of  last  Lord's  day's  ser^ 
vices.  'About  ten  o'clock  we  assembled  as  usual  in  a  room 
behind  our  house,  where  we  have  more  quiet  than  in  the 
one  which  opens  to  the  street.  The  morning  service  is 
especially  for  Ohristians.  We  commenced  by  praise  and 
prayer,  then  read  the  £rst  chapter  of  Oolossians,  explain- 
ing and  enforcing  it  as  we  best  could.  We  also  read  and 
explained  before  the  service  finished,  the  17th  and  18th 
Gha|>ters  of  Matthew's  Gospel.  Our  desire  is  to  give 
the  OhristianB  a  good  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures ;  hence 
we  adopt  to  a  great  extent  exposition  of  the  Word,  know- 
ing that  if  their  souls  are  to  be  fed,  it  mtust  be  from  the 
Word  of  God.  I  endeavour  to  find  out  by  catechizing,  if 
what  I  have  said  has  been  comprehended.  I  think  I 
counted,  last  Lord's  day,  eighteen  ^present  at  this  service. 
In  the  interval  of  the  services,  several  of  the  Christians 
learn  the  romanized  colloquial.    At  half-past  two  o'clock, 
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we  met  i^^ain,  this  time  in  the  room  opening  to  the  street, 

for  the  preaching  of  the  Oospel.     Commencing  the  service 

by  praise  and  prayer  as  in  the  morning,  I  read  Lnke  x., 

25-37,  and  preached  the  (Gospel  therefrom.    After  I  had 

done,  one  of  the  brethren  who  keeps  a  small  eating-shop, 

named  Kin  Tih-chang,   addressed  the  people  assembled 

very  impressirely,  nrging  them  to    'turn  from  idols  to 

serre  the  living  and  true  God.'    His  address  was  both 

vigorous  and  pungent.    Then  he  read  part  of  the  15th 

chapter  of  John's  Qoepel,  and  made  a  few  remarks  on  it ; 

but  they  were  more  suited  to  belierers  than  unbelievers. 

After  he  had  finished,  another  brother  named  Chang  Siao- 

fong,  spoke  to  the  unconverted,  from  Jesus  deansing  the 

leper,  and  preached  the  Gk>spel  very  nicely,  showing  the 

willingness  of  Jesus  to  receive  all  that  came  unto  Him,  for 

the  salvation  of  their  souls.    With  a  hymn  and  prayer  the 

service  was  brought  to  a  dose.    But  we  invited  all  those 

who  had  any  difficulties  regarding  what  had  been  said,  to 

state  them,  and  we  would  endeavour  to  make  them  dear. 

After  the  service,  a  young  brother,  whose  name  is  Fan . 

Ewang-pao,  spoke  for  a  littie,  showing  that  idolatry  was 

fornication  in  the  sight  of  Qod.    The  Chinese  say,  in  their 

well-known  proverb,  *  Of  the  myriad  vices,  fornication  is 

the  greatest.'    And  it  is  something  new  for  them  to  hear 

that  the  worship  of  idols,  which  is  reckoned  by  them  to  be 

so  virtuous,  implies  that  vice  in  the  sight  of  a  Holy  and 

jeiolous  GK>d. 

"  May  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  rest  upon  the  publishing 
of  His  Word  here !  We  all  require  spedal  grace  to  be 
enabled  to  stand  continually  proclaiming  the  blessed 
Gospel  of  Jesus,  whether  men  receive  our  message  or 
not.  .  .  ." 

FUNG-HWA.— Our  readers  will,  we  think,  read  with 


22 

interest  the  details  given  hj  Mr.  Obokbeb  of  the  work  in 
this  station  as  well  as  at  '0-z  and  Ndto-hai. 

'<•..!  enclose  the  receipt  for  £ ^  sent  through  yon 

firom  the  Sundaj-sdhool  teaohen  and  scholars  at  . 

Such  gifto  we  yalne  much,  for  we  hope  ihat  those  whose 
little  hands  brought  the  gift  to  the  treaaniy  of  the  Lord, 
will  also  pour  out  their  young  hearts  in  prayer  to  GKxL  for 
a  blessing  on  our  work. 

«  While  at  FuNO-HWA  we  were  much  cheered.  We  cannot 
report  great  numbers  of  conyerts  as  haying  joined  the 
Church,  but  things  look  for  more  encouraging  than 
formerly.  During  the  first  two  years  of  our  sojourn  in 
Fung-hwa,  no  one  seemed  to  think  that  the  Gospel  was 
worth  coming  to  hear.  We  should  haye  been  glad  if  the 
people  had  condescended  to  oppose  the  doctrines  we  had 
taught,  as  that  would  haye  been  a  proof  to  us  that  they 
had  taken  them  somewhat  into  consideration.  Now  it  is 
different.  Many  come  to  hear,  and  we  haye  reason  to 
belieye  that  the  truths  preached  in  the  chapel  are  the 
subject  of  conyersation  in  xnany  houses.  We  also  think 
that  not  a  few  are  conyinced  of  the  truth  and  importance 
of  the  Christian  religion. 

''We  hope  that  the  Lord  is  preparing  a  people  to  serye 
Him  in  Eung-hwa. 

''  About  two  years  ago,  I  belieye  I  mentioned  the  case  of 
an  old  woman  here,  named  Mrs.  Siao,  who  was  much 
interested  in  the  Qospel,  and  came  often  to  the  chapel, 
but  was  at  last  prohibited  by  her  husband  from,  joining  the 
Church,  or  eyen  from  cozxiing  to  hear  the  truth  preached. 

''  As  the  old  woman  then  requested  us  not  to  call  at  her 
house  again,  and  as  yiolent  language  was  used  by  her 
husband  to  Mr.  Yoen,  neither  he  nor  I  thought  it  would  be 
wise  to  attempt  calling  again.  Moreoyer,  in  a  few  days 
we  heard  that  she  had  been  sent  to  a  temple  amongst  the 
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hills  Bcversl  miles  distant,  so  that  she  was  out  of  our 
readh;  and  I  could  not  afterwards  get  any  aoconnt  of  her 
further  than  that  some  one  saw  her  there  chanting  prayers 
to  Buddha.  One  day,  howerer,  during  the  month  of 
December  last,  her  husband  sent  a  messenger  to  me,  say- 
ing that  both  he  and  his  wife  were  rery  poorly,  and  that  he 
would  be  much  obliged  if  I  would  come  to  see  them, 
and  giro  them  medicine.  It  was  a  pouring  rain,  and  I 
was  rather  poorly  at  the  time  myself;  but  I  thought  that 
the  opportunity  was  too  good  to  be  lost,  so  Mr.  Yoen  and  I 
got  our  umbrellas  and  were  soon  at  the  house.  A  very 
miserable-looking  place  it  was,  as  most  of  the  houses 
of  the  poor  among  the  Chinese  are  on  a  rainy  day.  But' 
this  one  seemed  even  more  so  than  usual.  There  was  no 
one  in  it  but  the  two  invalids,  both  in  bed,  one  at  each  end 
of  it.  Mrs.  Siao  was  the  first  who  spoke,  and  was  evidently 
pleased  to  see  us.  Poor  creature !  she  was  in  pain  in  eveiy 
part  of  her  body,  and  could  not  lie  down  to  rest  either 
night  or  day,  but  had  to  sit  resting  her  head  on  her  knees. 
In  that  position  the  pain  in  her  back  and  chest  was  less 
violent.  It  was  easy  to  see  that  she  was  nearing  her 
journey's  end.  The  husband  seemed  as  if  he  were  ashamed 
of  his  former  conduct  towards  us,  but  he  did  not  mention 
it.  He  was  very  ill  of  fever  and  ague,  and  had  been  so  for 
a  long  time.  I  asked  him  why  he  never  came  to  the  chapel, 
and  he  excused  himself  by  saying  that  he  had  been  very 
poorly  for  a  long  time,  and  was  unable  to  come.  He 
promised,  however,  that  he  would  come  as  soon  as  he  was 
well.  I  gave  him  a  few  doses  of  quinine,  and  in  a  few 
days  he  was  better ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  he  has  never 
come  to  the.  chapel  yet.  I  asked  Mrs.  Siao  if  she  had 
forgotten  all  that  she  had  heard  about  Jesus.  She  said, 
"  1  have  not  foi^tten ;  I  often  think  of  Him.'  I  asked  if 
she  was  trusting  in  Jesus  for  salvation.    She  replied,  '  I 
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cbo.  Wlio  else  is  there  we  could  trust  in  ?'  I  was  unable 
to  do  much  to  ease  her  poor  body,  but  was  retj  glad  to 
hear  her  say,  in  the  presence  of  her  persecuting  husband, 
that  she  trusted  in  Jesus.  I  went  to  see  her  seyeral  times 
after.  Her  husband  was  not  quite  so  polite  to  us  after  he 
got  better  himself,  but  he  did  not  in  the  least  tiy  to  prevent 
our  speaking  to  his  wife. 

''After  a  short  time  I  left  Fung-hwa  for  Ning-hai. 
Mr.  YoBn  then  visited  her,  and  tried  to  instruct  her  in  the 
way  of  salvation.  She  died  soon  after,  and  the  last  time 
Mr.  Yoen  saw  her  she  told  him  she  was  trusting  in  Jesus 
alone  for  salvation.  Of  course  we  cannot  speak  confidently 
of  such  cases,  but  may  we  not  hope  that  although  Mrs. 
Siao  did  not  join  the  Church  on  earth,  she  is  now  a  member 
of  the  Church  above  ? 

"While  we  were  at  Fimg-hwa  we  had  the  joy  of 
receiving  another  person  into  the  Church — ^a  man  between 
fifty  and  sixty  years  of  age.  My  acquaintance  with  this  man 
commenced  about  three  years  ago.  At  that  time  his  wife, 
owing  to  some  family  quarrel,  committed  suicide  by  swal- 
lowing a  quantity  of  salt  dregs.  He  called  me  to  see  her,  but 
I  was  imable  to  do  her  any  good^  Ever  since  he  has  been 
very  firiendly  with  me,  but  he  did  not  come  to  the  chapel 
until  about  eighteen  months  ago.  From  that  time  he  has 
been  a  regular  attendant  on  the  Lord's  Day,  and  as  he  lives 
near  to  our  house,  he  often  came  to  our  family  prayers  in 
the  evening.  About  a  year  ago  he  became  a  candidate  for 
baptism.  We  examined  him,  and  found  that  he  had  a 
considerable  knowledge  of  the  most  important  doctrines  of 
Christianity.  His  walk  and  conversation  were  also  so 
much  altered  that  we  should  have  had  no  hesitation  in 
baptizing  him  if  he  had  not  smoked  opium.  We  told  him 
he  could  not  be  baptized  until  he  gave  it  up.  He  thought 
at  first  this  would  be  impossible,  and  almost  despaired  of 
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being  able  to  join  the  Church.  He  tried  to  cure  himself 
with  native  treatment,  but  failed.  I  then  got  some  foreign 
medicine  for  him,  and  with  the  blessing  of  God,  and  a 
desperate  struggle  on  his  part,  he  killed  the  deadly  serpent 
that  had  coiled  itseK  round  him.  Formerly  he  was  a  poor 
wretched-looking  creature,  with  little  besides  skin  to  coyer 
his  bones ;  now  he  is  fat  and  fresh-coloured,  and  able  to  do 
his  work.  That  you  may  be  better  able  to  thank  God  for 
the  great  mercy  He  has  shown  to  this  poor  man,  I  will  tell 
you  a  little  of  his  history.  His  name  is  K'ong  Jii-ling. 
When  he  was  a  young  man  he  lived  several  nules  away 
from  Fung-hwa,  and  was  reckoned  a  wicked  and  reckless 
character  by  all  who  knew  him ;  quarrelling  and  fighting 
seem  to  have  been  his  delight,  so  much  so  that  everybody 
feared  and  shunned  him.  While  living  at  that  place,  a 
young  female  relative  of  his  was  seduced,  which  very  much 
enraged  the  family  to  which  she  belonged,  and  especially 
K'ong  Jii-ling,  who  sought  every  opportunity  to  take 
vengeance  upon  the  seducer.  He  met  him  at  length  in  a 
butcher's  shop ;  a  quarrel  ensued,  and  angry  words  were 
spoken  by  both  parties.  At  last  K'6ng  Jii-ling  so  far 
gave  way  to  his  passion  as  to  seize  hold  of  the  butcher's 
knife  and  stab  the  young  man  to  the  heart,  killing  him  on 
the  spot.  K'ong  Jii-ling  was  taken  into  custody  and 
brought  to  the  prison  at  Fung-hwa.  Soon  after  he  was 
tried  for  murder.  He  pleaded  that  although  he  had  killed 
the  young  man,  he  did  not  do  so  intentionally,  but  only 
meant  to  firighten  him,  and  never  thought  when  he  thrust 
the  knife  at  his  heart  that  it  would  go  so  deep.  It  would 
appear  that  the  magistrate  took  this  view  of  the  case,  and 
condemned  him  to  be  imprisoned  for  life.  Accordingly  he 
lay  .in  the  prison  at  Fimg-hwa  for  seven  or  eight  years ; 
but  in  1850,  when  Hien-fdng  succeeded  to  the  throne  of 
China,   a  general  pardon  was  proclaimed  to   criminals 
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througlioiit  the  empire,  and  K'dag  Ju-ling  was  set  at 
liberty.    From  that  tLtne  he  has  been  living  in  Fung-hwa. 

''May  I  ask  jon  to  pray  for  this  man?  He  is  often 
much  tried  by  other  opium  smokers,  and  there  are  such  in 
almost  every  house.  They  would  be  very  glad  if  they 
could  persuade  him  to  take  a  smoke  of  their  pipes,  and 
should  he  give  way  to  the  temptation,  he  would  in  all  pro- 
bability be  ruined  by  it. 

''At  Fung-hwa  there  is  at  present  one  candidate  for 
baptism — an  old  woman  who  comes  about  five  English 
miles  to  the  chapel,  and  has  done  so  for  about  a  year.  I 
hope  to  baptize  her  when  I  go  back.  There  are  also  two 
or  three  hopeful  enquirers ;  but  I  dare  not  say  much  about 
them  at  present,  for  we  are  often  disappointed.  Those 
whom  we  think  most  of,  often  prove  to  be  the  worst. 
Several  persons  do  not  come  to  the  chapel  now  who  were 
on  the  eve  of  joining  the  Church  six  months  ago. 

*'  At  '0-z,  the  members  are  going  on  satisfactorily  as  far 
as  I  am  able  to  know ;  but  there  have  been  no  additions  to 
the  Church  there  for  a  long  time,  and  with  the  exception 
of  one  person,  of  whom  we  have  some  hope,  few  seem  to 
be  inquiring  after  the  salvation  of  their  souls.  I  do  not 
know  what  is  the  reason  of  this  stand-still  in  the  work 
there.  I  believe  there  mttst  be  something  wrong,  when  the 
preaching  of  the  cross  does  not  bring  sinners  to  Jesus. 
I  do  not  think,  however,  that  old  Kyuo-yiao  is  less  dili- 
gent than  he  was.  I  was  there  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  told 
the  members  I  was  sorry  to  find  that  so  little  was  doing 
amongst  them,  and  exhorted  them  to  be  more  diligent  in 
bringing  the  Cospel  before  their  neighbours,  to  be  more 
earnest  in  prayer  for  an  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon, 
the  heathen  around  them,  and  for  a  deeper  work  of  grace 
in  their  own  hearts.  May  I  mention  '0-z  as  another  sub- 
ject of  prayer  at  the  Throne  of  Grace. 
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**  At  NnroHAi,  there  have  been  no  baptisms  since  I  wrote 
yoxL  last.  The  Gospel  is  being  preached  to  many  people 
daily,  and  we  have  several  regular  attendants  on  the  Sab- 
bath. Onr  hope  is  in  the  Strong^  of  Israel.  His  word 
will  not  return  unto  Him  void.  .  :  .'' 

The  brief  subjoined  quotation  from  Mrs.  Cboxbib's 
letter  will  give  pleasorei  as  indicating  hopeful  features  in 
the  converts. 

''....  I  am  glad  to  tell  yon  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yoen 
get  on  very  well  without  our  presence.  ....  They  spend 
much  time  in  prayer  and  teaching  the  members,  who  also 
are  in  a  very  encouraging  state,  giving  of  their  scanty 
means  to  support  the  work.  Just  now  their  hopes  are 
very  high.  They  have  enough  to  get  a  pulpit  made  for 
their  chapel,  and  have  also  sent  nearly  two  dollars  to  help 
towards  getting  one  at  Ning-hai.  They  sent  a  dollar  by  us 
to  buy  a  hanging-lamp  and  some  paraiBne ;  so  they  expect 
to  be  quite  grand,  and  are  looking  forward  to  it  with  no 
small  amount  of  pleasure.  We  had  the  joy  of  seeing 
another  baptism  in  Fong-hwa,  about  three  weeks  ago. 

"  You  will,  I  am  sure,  be  pleased  to  hear  that  nearly  all 
our  members  can  read  the  romanized  books  at  all  our  sta- 
tions. 1  always  tiy  to  impress  on  them  the  pleasure  and 
privilege  of  reading  the  Word  of  Qod  for  themselves,  and 
it  is  a  great  joy  to  us  to  see  them  bring  their  hymn-books 
and  other  books,  if  they  have  any,  to  the  chapel,  wrapped 
up  in  the  best  bit  of  doth  they  can  buy.  .  . 


91 


EIU-EIANG. — ^Mr.  Oabdwxll  writes : — 

" .  ,  ,  1  believe  I  told  you  in  my  last  all  about  my  com- 
ing to  this  place,  and  that  my  health  had,  even  up  to  that 
date,  much  improved.  I  am  still  improving,  not  having 
had  a  relapse  since  being  here,  though  as  yet  my  strength 
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lias  not  Fetumed ;  for  I  find  I  cannot  sit  long  at  a  time  to 
study,  and  feel  it  is  necessary. for  me  to  take  out-door 
exercise  every  day.  My  appetite  is  good,  and  I  am  gain- 
ing in  weighlt.     Truly  the  Lord  is  good We  hare 

a  foreign  community  here  of  about  forty  persons,  the 
majority  belonging  to    the    customs.      Previous   to  my 
coming,  Mr.  Hart  was  the  only  missionary  in  the  whole 
province.     He  has  been  here  about  two  years.     But  what 
is  one  man,  and  what  are  two,  to  work  among  twenty-five 
millions  of  people.    As  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  the  cities 
and  towns  on  the  P'o-yang  lake  have  never  been  visited  by 
any  other  than  Bomish  priests.    And  what  of  the  interior 
cities — ^those  off  the  main  water-courses?    There  is  one 
about  100  miles  from  here,  the  seat  of  a  large  porcelain 
manufactory,  and  containing  a  population  estimated  at  one 
million.     The  provincial  city,  Nan-chang-fii,  on  the  Kan 
river,  at  the  bottom  of  the  P'o-yang,  is  also  a  large  and 
populous  city,  the  rebels  not  having  molested  it.    These 
two  places  I  am  very  desirous  of  visiting,  and  as  soon  as  I 
get  up  the  dialect,  hope  to  take  a  trip  to  them.    The  P'o- 
yang  is  only  about  seventeen  miles  from  here,  down  the 
river  on  the  south  side.    I  expect  in  a  day  or  two  to  visit 
some  places  on  the  river,  in  company  with  Mr.  Hart.  .  .  . 
As  regards  the  other  stations  of  our  mission  on  this  river, 
they  are  too  far  off  to  obtain  Christian  fellowship  with  the 
missionaries.  ..." 


CHINA  INLAND  MISSION. 

OOCASIOKAL  PAPEB,  No.  24. 
^Onr  eyee  are  npcm  Thee.** 

East  Gbikstead, 

DeeembeTf  1870. 
My  Dear  Friends, 

Whilst  our  special  sympathies  are  flowing,  and  rightly, 
towards  the  destitute  in  the  East  of  London,  and  not  less 
so,  to  the  wounded  and  dying  upon  the  battle-field  on  the 
Continent;  let  me  ask  an  interest  in  your  prayers  no 
behalf  of  the  many  sufferers  from  flood  and  famine  (see 
Mr.  Williamson's  letter,  page  38),  and  for  our  own  sick 
missionaries  in  far-off  China. 

The  health  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crombie,  who  went  out  in 
the  spring  of  1865,  is  much  broken,  and  they  are  now  on 
their  way  to  England.  Indeed,  we  are  daily  looking  out 
for  their  arriyal.  Mr.  Williamson,  foremost  in  pioneering, 
has  suffered  much  from  the  constant  strain  upon  the 
neryeSy  and  from  the  heat  of  the  past  summer.  He  has. 
gone  to  Fung-hwa,,to  supply  the  place  of  Mr.  Crombie 
during  his  absence;  and  will  thus'  obtain,  we  trust,  the 
change  and  measure  of  rest  so  greatly  needed  by  him. 

We  learn  from  Mr.  Taylor's  last  letter,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  Mrs.  Crombie's  having  been  suddenly  taken  ill 
on  board  the  steamer  at  Shanghai,  he  accompanied  them 
as  far  as  Hong  Kong;  as  he  did  not  like  to  leave  her, 
until  sh^  was  sufficiently  recovered  for  him  safely  to  do  so. 
Tou  will  be  grieved,  though  perhaps  not  surprised,  to  hear 
that  Mr.  Taylor  himseK  has  been  ill.  The  mental  reaction 
after  his  beloved  wife  and  babe  were  taken  from  him,  was 
more  than  his  physical  powers  could  well  sustain.    Ao- 
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quiesGing,  even  to  rejoicing,  in  the  will  of  God,  the  spirit 
was  willing — ^the  flesh  was  weak. 

At  the  same  time  his  infant  boy,  Charles  Edward,  the 
only  child  he  now  has  in  China,  became  so  seriously  un- 
well, as  to  render  his  immediate  removal  necessary  to  a 
more  invigorating  air.  Mrs.  Duncan  kindly  accompanied 
Mr.  Taylor  and  the  little  one  to  the  island  of  P^u-du,  where 
much  benefit  has  been  derived  by  both  the  invalids. 

Several  of  the  other  missionaries  have  also  been  laid 
aside ;  but,  we  are  thankful  to  say,  are  now  recovering. 

The  duly  imposed  upon  Mr.  Taylor,  of  endeavouring  to 
supply  labourers  at  the  stations  vacant  through  illness  and 
other  causes,  must  be  most  onerous,  and  at  times  perplex- 
ing. To  desert  and  close  them,  would  probably  be  taken 
advantage  of  by  the  Chinese,  and  render  future  residence 
in  the  cities  in  which  these  stations  are  situated,  as  well 
as  in  other  parts,  far  more  difficult  of  accomplishment. 

We  have  every  reason  to  hope  that,  in  answer  to  the 
many  cries  of  the  Lord's  people,  the  dark  doud  is  with- 
drawing, and  that  war  with  China  will  be  averted.  Our 
thanksgivings  ascend  to  Almighty  God  for  this  mercy. 

I  am  informed  that  the  assassination  of  the  Viceroy  of 
Nan-kin  was  not  in  consequence  of  his  sympathy  with 
foreigners,  as  has  been  generally  reported  in  the  papers, 
but  was  an  act  of  private  revenge  by  a  near  relative. 
Whilst  bitter  hatred  against  all  foreigpaers  obtains  in 
some,  perhaps  many,  parts  of  China,  Mr.  Edward  Fishe 
writes,  on  his  way  from  Ningpo  to  T'ai-chau,  '*  The  people 
we  found  most  kind  and  hospitable,  and  not  in  the  least 
afraid.  Tracts  are  freely  received."  To  "  sow  beside  all 
waters  "  must  be  our  rule. 

The  distracted  state  of  the  country  has  greatly  interfered 
with  mission  work  at  most  of  the  stations,  and  in  some  has 
almost  brought  it  to  a  stand.    Judging,  however,  from 
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the  letters  subjoined,  there  is  eyidenoe  of  some  few  souls 
gaining  good.  ''Only  be  strong  and  very  courageous," 
(in  the  Lord,)  and  we  shall  run  to  the  battle  even  as 
David,  and  with  the  same  blessed  issue. 

The  engrossing  subject  of  late,  amongst  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  Mission,  has  been  the  departure  of 
beloyed  Mrs.  Taylor  to  the  Lord.  I  would  write  about  it, 
but  feel  unable.  She  ''  being  dead  yet  speaketh.^*  I  haye 
not  kept  back  the  expressions  of  loye  and  esteem  on  the 
part  of  the  friends  whose  letters  are  appended.  From 
these  you  will  gather  how  much  our  sister  was  loved  and 
valued. 

The  need  of  ''  the  spirit  of  a  sound  mind  "  on  the  part 
of  the  labourers,  will  be  gathered  from,  the  following  re- 
mcurk  in  a  letter  lately  received  from  one  of  our  missionaries. 
**  I  do  beseech  you,  dear  friends,  to  plead  with  God  for 
reality  in  the  work  of  conversion.  You  have  no  idea  how 
duplidiy  has  to  be  guarded  against.  A  man,  for  the  least 
hope  of  gain  or  advantage,  will  deceive  by  the  assumption 
of  an  exterior  of  a  most  plausible  nature,  an  appearance 
of  sincerity  and  even  of  zeal.  They  are  quick  at  learning, 
and  so  soon  pick  up  a  sufficient  knowledge  from  what  they 
hear,  to  answer  your  questions." 

As  some  of  our  friends  may  be  expecting  to  see  Mr. 
Taylor  ere  long  in  England,  I  may  observe  that  the  late 
events  will  probably  hinder  for  a  time  his  contemplated 
return. 

I  remain, 

PaithfuUy  yours, 

William  Thos.  Beeqeb. 
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PROGEESS  OF  THE  WORK. 

TANG-GHAIJ. — Our  brother  Mr.  Judd,  happily  restored 
to  a  measure  of  health,  writes,  August  — ,  1870  : — 

''....  Surely  what  changes,  great  changes,  have 
taken  place  since  I  last  wrote  you  in  April.  My  own 
beloved  wife  has  been  given  back  to  me  as  one  from  the 
dead,  and  is  now  wonderfully  better,  needing  only  the 
ordinary  care  always  required  in  China.  Her  much-loved 
nurse,  dear  Mrs.  Taylor,  is  gone  to  be  with  Jesus,  for  ever 
at  rest;  and  to  her,  such  a  rest  from  toil  and  self-denial.  For 
her' 8  was  a  meek  and  loving  service  for  the  Saviour,  a  life 
of  constant  and  most  wearying  change,  without  any  settled 
dwelling-place.  I  need  not  tell  ffou,  we  dearly  loved  her  ; 
you  knew  her  too  well  to  need  any  word  of  mine,  but  I 
cannot  refrain  from  speaking  of  her  whose  loss  we  do  not 
realize  as  we  yet  must  do.  Our  hearts  are  full  to  over- 
flowing, so  that  we  feel  unable  to  speak  to  dear  Mr.  Taylor 
about  her,  yet  he  is  evidently  so  happy  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 
that  he  needs  no  words  of  mine.  God  is  evidently,  at  this 
time,  his  refuge  and  strength,  and  has  for  some  months 
past  been  teaching  him  more  and  more  of  Hie  fulness,  thus 
preparing  him  for  the  stroke.  'It  is  not  only  his  loss,  but 
otLr's  and  poor  China's  loss.  In  most  respects,  I  have 
never  seen  her  equal ;  but  our  God,  whom  we  serve,  will 
still  care  for  us.  We  deeply  need  His  help.  Our  married 
ladies  here  axe  mostly  young,  and  not  much  experienced  in 
Chinese  life ;  Mrs.  Taylor,  on  the  contrary,  was,  as  you 
know,  well  versed  in  Chinese  literature  and  customs,  and 
often  surprised  the  native  teachers  by  her  knowledge.  Her 
dictionary  of  the  character,  with  the  Ning-po  sounds,  was, 
I  believe,  on  the  verge  of  completion,  and  some  of  it  is 
already  in  the  press.     When  I  think  of  her  labours  of  love 
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these  words  sound  in  my  ears,  '  A  full  reward  shall  be 
given  thee  of  the  Lord  God  Almighty.' 

"  At  P*u-du  we  had  much  lovely  weather,  and  with  a 
beach  of  fine  sand,  near  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long,  we 
had  good  opportunity  for  renovatrng  our  bodies,  which  we 
hope  are  now  becoming  somewhat  acclimatized  for  use  in 
poor  China.  On  our  journey  homeward  we  decided  to  hasten 
back  by  steamer,  in  consequence  of  dear  Mrs.  Taylor's 
removal,  and  the  Lord  showed  His  approval  of  our  under- 
taking. The  expense,  we  expected,  would  be  about  $44. 
On  starting,  a  sister  in  Christ  gave  us  $10  towards  our 
expenses;  and  at  Shanghai,  Messrs.  Glover  &  Co.  kindly 
gave  a  free  passage  to  Ghin-kiang  for  the  four  of  us,  with- 
out my  teUing  them  that  I  was  a  missionary.  The  captain 
of  the  steamer  also  was  most  kind.  In  P'u-du  we  were 
much  pleased  by  the  company  of  the  dear  Stevensons ;  and 
we  have  great  reason  to  believe  that  a  Buddhist  hermit  has 
received  the  truth  in  that  place.  If  really  so,  we  must 
praise  our  God  for  taking  us  there  at  that  time." 

And  again  he  writes,  Sept.  3,  1870 : — 

''Your  letter  of  April  27th|  enclosing  a  cheque  for 

£ (of  which,  £ is  for  my  boys'  school,  and  £ 

for  Messrs and )  reached  us  only  yesterday. 

Although  it  is  evident  we  have  suffered  from  the  late 
and  present  excitement  in  the  loss  of  a  few  boys,  and 
perhaps,  in  the  hindering  of  others  coming  to  us,  we  have 
also  lost  some,  at  least  for  a  time,  through  the  prevalent 
sickness  in  the  city.  Still  we  are  by  no  means  discouraged. 
I  am  sure  yoiur  hearts  would  have  rejoiced  to  have  been 
with  us  when,  about  ten  days  ago,  two  of  our  boarders, 
together  with  a  believing  tradesman  (a  dyer),  publicly 
professed  their  faith  in  Jesus  by  baptism.  It  was  a  happy 
time  for  us.  Mrs.  Judd  w€hs  ill  in  bed,  and  I  was  only  able 
to  go  downstairs  during  the  service.    My  teacher,  "0  Sin 
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sang,  and  dear  brother  C.  Fiahe,  spoke  to  the  candidates 
and  others  on  the  occasion,  both  speaking  very  nicely." 

Miss  Desgraz,  whose  school  is  in  Yang-chau,  has  taken 
a  step  which  will  throw  her  more  than  ever  on  the  faith^- 
ness  of  God,  to  whom  we  commend  her,  trusting  that  as 
her  day,  so  her  strength  for  service  may  be.  Her  letter 
bears  date  Oct.  3  : — 

"...  My  school  has  now  gone  down  to  four  chil- 
dren. We  have  suffered  so  much  from  evil  reports  during 
this  year,  that  I  do  not  expect  to  get  more  children  for  a 
long  time  to  come.  We  might  obtain  little  infants,  I  have 
no  doubt,  such  as  no  one  cares  for  except  to  leave  them  to 
die  on  the  stones  :  but  I  have  learnt  to  be  careful  in 
taking  in  such,  and  have  bought  my  experience  rather 
dearly.  .  .  . 

"  For  a  long  time  past  I  have  been  praying  about  taking, 
in  dependence  upon  the  Lord,  the  whole  of  the  expense  of 
my  school,  including  wages  and  everything.  The  Lord  has 
so  abundantly  provided  me  with  means,  ever  since  I  have 
depended  upon  Him,  far  beyond  what  I  need  for  my  per- 
sonal expenses,  that  I  feel  sure  he  has  a  purpose  in  entrust- 
ing me  with  so  much.  Therefore,  on  making  up  my 
accounts  with  Mr.  Taylor  to  the  Ist  of  September,  I  ex- 
pressed the  wish,  from  the  above  date,  to  bear  the  whole 
expense  myself,  for  the  school  or  any  other  work  the  Lord 
gives  me  to  do  for  Him. " 

Miss  Desgraz,  being  from  home  at  the  time  of  writing 
this  letter,  adds,  "  Miss  Bowyer  is  taking  care  of  my  school 
during  my  absence."  Beferring  to  Mrs.  Taylor's  removal, 
she  says,  ''  I  cannot  now  speak  to  you  about  the  irrepar- 
able loss  which  our  beloved  Mr.  Taylor  has  sustained.  I 
can  hardly  realise  it  yet.  Poor  motherless  children !  they 
are  too  young  yet  to  fathom  the  extent  of  their  loss." 
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NAN-EIN. — The  suTbjoined  is  from  Mr.  DuwcAif,  who; 
notwithstanding  the  excitement  caused  by'  the  kidnapping 
stories  and  the  sad  Tien-tsin  affair,  has,  with  a  brief  intei-. 
ruption,  continued  at  his  post  here.  For  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  time,  we  may  remark,  he  has  been  without  a 
oo-worker. 

''  The  literary  examinations  are  now  going  on,  and  will 
be  over  in  a  few  days.  I  believe  the  authorities  will  be  yery 
glad  when  the  students  are  out  of  the  city.  Some  of  the 
military  students  have  also  arrived,  but  they  will  not  be 
examined,  I  am  told,  until  the  end  of  October.  The  exa- 
minations take  place  a  long  way  &om  here,  and  I  do  not 
think  they  are  likely  to  trouble  us.  The  number  of  stran- 
gers in  the  city,  at  present,  is  supposed  to  be  about  fifty 
thousand.  ...  I  only  wish  we  could  have  circulated  the 
Scriptures  and  preached  the  Gospel  to  the  multitudes.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  giving  too  much  place  to  the  devil,  to 
allow  so  many  souls  to  come  around  us  without  telling  them 
of  the  salvation  Gbd  has  sent  to  all  men.  The  Question, 
however,  arises,  whether  we  might  not  have  done  more 
harm  than  good  by  bringing  the  Gt)spel  before  them,  as  it 
might  have  so  incensed  them  against  us,  as  to  lead  to  a 
disturbance,  which  would  have  involved  us  in  much  trouble. 
Moreover,  the  Chinese  authorities,  as  well  as  our  own,  hav- 
ing previously  warned  us  of  the  consequences  that  wete 
likely  to  follow  any  public  preaching,  during  these  exami- 
nations, and  having  urged  us  to  take  precautionary  mea- 
sures, so  as  not  to  give  the  students  any  occasion  out  of 
which  to  make  trouble,  we  should  have  been  inexcusable 
had  we  done  so 

**  The  murder  of  the  Viceroy,  at  such  a  time  as  this,  at  first 
appeared  a  portent  of  farther  troubles,  as  he  was  a  man  of 
g^eat  authority  here,  and  his  services  seemed  specially 
needed  just  now.    But  this  atrocious  affair  is  passing  over 
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very  qidetly.  Who  would  have  thought  that  the  YioeToy, 
who  had  bo  many  soldiers  oontinually  guarding  him  from 
danger,  should  have  been  laid  low  by  the  assassin's  hand, 
whilst  we,  who  seemed  so  much  exposed,  should  be  allowed 
to  dwell  in  safety  ?  '  The  angel  of  the  Lord*  encampeth 
round  about  them  that  fear  Him  and  delivereth  them ! ' 

''  There  still  seems  to  be  a  bitter  feeling  in  the  minds  of 
many  of  the  people  here  towards  the  Boman  Catholics,  and 
the  destruction  of  their  chapel  and  of  their  houses  is  still 
spoken  of;  but  the  authorities  have  so  far  been  able  to 
prevent  a  public  outbreak,  by  having  camps  of  soldiers 
placed  near  to  the  principal  streets  leading  to  the  Bomish 
premises. 

** .  .  .  The  giving  away  of  rice  to  poor  women  was  con- 
tinued while  Mrs.  Duncan  was  here,  and  we  hope  to  resume 
it  when  she  returns.  I  think  it  answers  well,  as  the  women 
are  really  needy,  and  because  it  gives  an  opportunity  for 
Scriptural  instruction.      I  am  alone  here  just  now 

^'  Long  ere  this  reaches  you,  you  will  have  heard  of  the 
deep  afflictions  dear  Mr.  Taylor  has  been  passing  through. 
The  Lord  has  sustained  him  wonderfully ;  but  he  is  in  a 
very  weak  state  of  health,  and  the  little  boy  he  has  left 
him  here  is  very  ill.  He  has  taken  the  child  to  Ningpo, 
to  try  if  the  change  will  do  him  good.  My  dear  wife  has 
gone  with  him  to  take  care  of  the  boy.  .  . 
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GAH-KING. — ^Again  have  the  hopes  of  Messrs. 
Meadows  and  Williamson,  and  ours  too,  been  deferred, 
as  regards  this  city.  We  give  below  considerable  extracts 
from  the  letters  of  the  last  mentioned  missionary : — 

''  Since  writing  you  last,  I  have  been  subject  to  a  good 
deal  of  sickness.    About  three  months  ago  I  had  a  kind  of 
low  fever  which  seemed  to  prostrate  my  physical  and  * 
mental  powers,  so  that  I  was  obliged  to  leave  this  place 
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for  change  of  air  and  medical  advice.  A  short  residence  at 
Chin-kiang,  under  Mr.  Taylor's  care,  and  a  journey  to 
Hang-chan,  were  the  means  of  much  benefit,  so  that  I  was 
enabled  to  return  to  this  place  a  month  ago,  very  much 
better.  During  the  past  three  weeks,  however,  with  the 
thermometer  ranging  from  95°  to  103°  in  the  shade,  I 
have  felt  at  times  obliged  to  succumb ;  and  last  week  I 
suffered  a  good  deal  from  a  recurrence  of  fever  and 
diarrhoBa.  Since  then  the  weather  has  become  cooler,  and 
I  feel  better  again.  With  regard  to  the  state  of  affairs 
here  just  now,  it  is  impossible  to  form  a  correct  idea.  Tet 
we  are  aware  that  the  hatred  and  suspicion  towards 
foreigners  are  increasing ;  and  though  no  one  molests  us, 
every  one  stands  aloof,  and  we  feel  that,  owing  to  the 
unsettled  state  of  a£Bedrs,  neither  rulers  nor  people  are  to 
be  trusted.  Bather  more  than  a  week  ago,  it  was  thought 
advisable  to  send  Mrs.  Meadows  and  family  to  Kiu-kiang ; 
but  since  then  everything  has  been  going  on  quietly,  and 
to-day  Mr.  Meadows  left  here  for  Kiu-kiang,  intending,  if 
all  goes  well,  to  bring  his  family  down  again.  These 
rumours,  though  they  do  not  affect  us  personally,  are  a 
great  hindrance  to  our  work ;  for  the  poor  deluded  people 
implicitly  believe  in  them,  and  conceive  a  deeper  hatred 
to  us  and  to  our  message.     At  present,  therefore,  we  have 

much  to  discourage  us The  river  has  risen  this 

year,  almost  to  the  same  height  as  last ;  and  the  low  lands 
on  either  bank  are  again  flooded.  Thousands  of  poor, 
industrious  people  have  lost  all  their  crops  of  rice,  and  have 
a  prospect  of  starvation  before  them.  Other  places  are 
being  devastated  by  hordes  of  rebels ;  so  that  it  would 
seem  as  if  the  judgments  of  God  were  being  poured  out  on 
this  miserable  land.  Tet  they  appear  more  hardened  than 
ever  in  their  pride  and  idolatry. 

'*  We  have  just  received  tidings  of  the  removal  by  death 
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of  our  dear  Bister,  Mrs.  Taylor.  It  was  nearly  two  weeks 
before  the  letter  reached  us.  I  am  unable  to  express  my 
feelings  since  then — ^my  heart  is  filled  with  sorrow  for  the 
bereaved  husband  and  motherless  children.  A  devoted  and 
experienced  labourer  has  been  removed  from  the  mission 
field,  whose  place  will  not  be  easily  filled.  For  myself^  I 
feel  that  I  have  lost  a  friend  indeed !  Ever  since  I  left 
my  native  land,  she  has  cared  for  and  treated  me  as  one  of 
hc-r  own  family.  Her  example  of  patient  endurance,  of 
trial  and  privation,  her  noble  self-denying  zecd,  and  dili- 
gence in  seeking  to  advance  the  Bedeemer's  cause  in  this 
benighted  land,  will,  I  trust,  never  be  forgotten  by  me, 
during  the  short  time  that  may  remain  for  me  here 
below.  .  .  . 

'^  While  the  difficxdties  and  discouragements  we  have  met 
with  in  this  city  alone  have  been  so  many,  how  long  will  it 
be  before  the  other  sixty  cities  in  this  province  will  hear  the 
glad  tidings  of  scdvation  ?  Before  that  time,  how  many 
millions  will  have  passed  into  eternity,  having  lived  without 
God,  and  died  without  hope  ?  Who  is  sufficient  for  these 
things?  .  .  ." 

''August  17th.  Since  writing  the  above,  everything  has 
gone  on  quietly  here,  but  the  weather  having  been  hotter 
for  some  days  past,  I  have  not  gone  out.  Last  night  a 
small  mandarin  called  on  me,  and  asked  if  I  had  received 
any  news,  as  intelligence  had  that  day  arrived  that  war  had 
commenced  between  France  and  China.  In  the  course  of 
conversation  he  spoke  of  Tseng-kwo-fan  as  an  old  man  in 
his  dotage,  who  was  unable  to  settle  these  matters ;  and 
that  Si-kung-chang  had  been  sent  for  to  take  his  place. 
He  hinted  also  that  our  residence  here  was  not  altogether 
secure  just  now,  that  our  landlord  was  spreading  bad 
reports  of  us  outside. 

**  Mr.  Meadows'  teeu^her  heard  a  report  being  circulated, 
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that  the  foreigners  had  been  beaten,  and  that  the  people 
in  the  city  were  in  consequence  trying  to  pull  up  courage 
to  attack  the  two  solitary  foreigners  living  in  the  city. 
Knowing  something  of  the  bravery  (?)  of  this  people,  such 
a  thing  is  not  unlikely,  if  they  once  fancy  they  can  do  so 
with  impunity ;  but  now  I  feel  is  the  time  when  I  can  truly 
realize  the  blessedness  of  having  more  than  an  arm  of  flesh 
on  which  to  lean." 

''....  August  30th.  Up  to  the  present  time,  all  has 
remained  quiet  in  this  city.  ...  It  is  evident  there  is 
something  wrong  at  Nankin.  Lai^e  numbers  of  soldiers 
are  being  despatched  down  the  river  to  that  place.  It  is 
impossible  to  foresee  the  result  of  the  present  crisis ;  but 
one  thing  is  certain,  either  internal  or  external  war  would 
cause  much  distress  to  the  poverty-stricken  inhabitants,  as 
both  rebels  and  imperial  troops  alike,  instead  of  fighting 
against  each  other,  more  especially  distinguish  themselves 
by  plundering  and  murdering  the  peacefaUy  disposed 
inhabitants.  .  .  " 

After  remarking,  at  some  length  on  the  present  disturbed 
and  distracted  state  of  the  country,  our  brother  condudes 
with  an  aspiration,  in  which  we  shall  all  most  cordially 
unite.  He  says,  ''I  long  for  peace  to  be  restored,  that 
we  may  more  truly  devote  ourselves  to  our  work.*' 

Mrs.  Meadows,  in  a  letter  dated  August  24th,  1870, 
speaks  hopefully  of  the  work  which  our  brethren  had 
commenced  in  Qun-k'ing. 

".  .  .  .  We  have  been  much  cheered  and  encouraged  by 
several  hopeful  inquirers,  one  or  two  of  whom,  we  have 
reason  to  think,  are  real  believers.  It  is  too  early  yet  to  say 
much  about  them,  as  they  need  to  be  proved  ;  but  I  know 
that,  with  us,  you  will  rejoice  over  them  with  trembling,  and 
join  in  prayer  that  they  may  not  only  be  kept,  but  be  made 
very  useful.    You  will  probably  know,  before  receiving  this, 
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that  we  are  at  present  staying  for  a  short  time  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cardwell.  Since  the  sad  afifair  at  Tien-tsin,  the  country 
has  been  in  a  very  unsettled  state.  Many  rumours  are 
afloat,  calculated  to  render  our  residence  in  the  interior 
very  unpleasant.  We  were  closely  watched  by  day  and 
night,  and  at  last  it  was  thought  unsafe  for  me  and  the 
children  to  remain  any  longer.  Accordingly  we  were  sent 
away,  a  month  since  to-day.  I  shall  be  very  thanl^ful 
when  these  things  are  settled,  so  that  we  can  live  in  peace. 
".  .  .  .  Mr.  Meadows  joined  us  a  fortnight  since.  He  is 
not  very  well,  but  better  than  he  was  a  month  ago.  Mr. 
Williamson  is  still  at  Q-an-k'ing " 

EIU-EIANa. — Mr.  Oasdwell's  letter  will  show  that 
the  position  of  the  missionaries  even  in  this  city  is  a  pre- 
carious one,  on  account  of  the  anti-foreigpi  feeling  of  the 
people.    He  says  on  Sept.  18,  1870 : — 

*'....  We  have  had  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meadows  and 
family  with  us  now  about  two  months.  No  doubt  you 
have  heard  that  they  did  not  considei:  it  safe  to  remain 
any  longer  at  G'an-k4ng,  under  the  present  aspect  of 
affairs.  Mr.  Williamson  also  came  about  a  fortnight  ago. 
Mr.  Meadows  has  been  yery  ill  with  dysentery ;  but,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  is  now  much  better.  Owing  to  my  past 
painful  experience  of  that  complaint,  and  having  suitable 
medicines,  I  have  been  able  to  act  as  doctor.  Things  here 
are  at  quite  a  stand  as  regards  missionary  work.  Among 
the  people  all  the  talk  is  of  war.  I  had  hoped  to  have 
been  on  the  F*o-yang  lake  by  this  time,  having  obtained  a 
large  number  of  books  for  distribution  and  sale ;  but  now 
it  will  not  be  prudent  to  attempt  it.  In  fact,  we  do  not 
know  what  a  day  may  bring  forth,  even  though  dwelling 
in  an  open  port.  Eumours  are  very  rife.  It  is  given  out 
that  on  the  28th  of  the  present  Chinese  month,  we  are  aU 
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to  be  killed.  Placards  have  been  posted  to  this  effect; 
but  the  authoritieB  have  suppressed  them.  Still  it  shows 
the  feeling  of  the  people.  The  hatred  has  manifested 
itself  in  the  pulling  down,  about  ten  days  ago,  of  a  Boman 
Catholic  chapel  at  Wu-ching,  a  place  about  thirty  miles 
from,  here  ;  and  intimation  has  been  given  that  the  cathe- 
dral at  Kiu-Mang  is  to  go  next.  Mr.  Williamson  left 
three  days  since  for  Shanghai  per  steamer,  to  see  if  he 
could  get  quarters  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meadows  and  family, 
it  being  needful  that  Mrs.  M.  should  be  placed  beyond  the 
reach  of  anything  like  a  disturbance.  There  are  in  this 
city  about  three  thousand  native  soldiers ;  and  the  Tao-tai 
(Gbvemor)  has  sent  notices  to  the  American  Consul  and 
others,  requesting  that  Europeans  should  not  go  into  the 
city,  for  fear  the  soldiers  should  see  them,  and  cause  an 
uproar. 

''A  few  days  previous  to  the  pulling  down  of  the  Boman 
Catholic  chapel  at  Wu-ching,  it  was  known  here  that  such 
a  thing  was  contemplated,  and  the  English  Consul  sent  to 
the  Tao-tai  informing  hm  of  the  fact,  at  the  same  time 
asking  [him  to  interfere  to  prevent  its  being  done.  No 
notice,  however,  was  taken  of  the  Consul's  request.  As 
soon  as  the  news  arrived  that  the  place  had  been  puUed 
down,  the  Consul  again  sent  to  the  Tao-tcd,  requesting  an 
interview,  as  he  had  matters  of  moment  to  bring  before 
him.  The  Tao-tai  returned  answer  that  the  Consul  had 
better  not  show  himself  in  the  city,  for  fear  the  soldiers 
might  see  him  and  create  a  disturbance ;  and  thus  the 
matter  dropped.  More  than  twenty  thousand  native  sol- 
cUers  are  at  Tien-tsin,  and  others  are  constantly  being 
added  to  the  number.  Nan-kin  and  Gan-k'ing  are  being 
fortified,  as  well  as  the  Yang-chau  creek.  There  is  a 
Itdl  just  now  of  excitement.  The  Lord  reigneth,  and 
in  Him    we  trust,  praying  that  we  may  be    able  to 
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glorify  Him  in  the  midst  of  calamity  and  war,  as  well  as 


in  peace 


)) 


SU-CHAU.    From  Mr.  Coebon,  October  6,  1870. 

"  .  .  .  .  For  some  time  onr  work  here  was  at  a  stand- 
stilly  and  black  clouds  hovered  overhead,  while  circum- 
stances and  daily  events  bespoke  impending  danger.  But 
the  clouds  seem  now  to  have  dispersed.  The  return  of 
apparently  more  peaceful  times  has  brought  us  some  mea- 
sure of  success.  Numbers  have  been  daily  to  hear  the 
Gospel.  A  few  honest  inquirers  have  come  forward,  and 
we  have  several  new  candidates  for  baptism.  These  rays 
of  spiritual  light  have  cheered  our  hearts,  and  we  thank 
God  and  take  courage,  believing  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint 
not.  .  .  . 

'*  I  do  not  know  if  I  mentioned,  in  my  former  letter,  our 
having  a  boat.  We  call  it  the  *New  Brighton,'  as  we  were 
furnished  with  funds  to  buy  it  by  friends  living  there.  It 
is  a  boat  in  which  we  can  comfortably  live  for  some  leng^ 
of  time  together.  This  enables  us  to  visit  many  of  the 
villages  and  small  towns,  where  no  missionaries  else  would 
come.  We  beg  your  prayers  for  God's  blessing  on  our 
labours  in  these  villages  and  in  this  city.  During  the  past 
two  years  our  faith  has  been  tried,  and  our  work  has  not 
been  of  a  very  imposing  kind ;  yet  we  believe  a  foundation 
for  future  work  has  been  laid,  and  we  hope  ere  long  to  see 
a  goodly  superstructure  of  precious  souls  being  raised — ^to 
the  praise  of  the  Lord  our  God.  But  we  have  need  to 
say  with  those  of  old,  '  Lord,  increase  our  faith.'  .  .  . 

''You  will  have  heard  of  our  irreparable  loss  in  the 
death  of  dear  Mrs.  Taylor.  We  all  miss  her  very  much, 
for  we  all  loved  her  exceedingly;  and  she  was  such  a 
mother  in  Israel  to  those  of  us  who  are  young  in  years  and 
in  grace.    But  oh !  our  dear  brother  who  is  left  to  drink 
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this  bitter,  bitter  cup.  Who  can  tell  the  depths  of  grief 
this  blow  has  caused  him  ?  and  yet  he  says,  '  He  doeth  all 
things  well,*  and  '  I  am  satisfied.'  But  our  beloved  sister 
rests  from  her  loved  employ,  from  her  self-denials  and 
trials.  She  has  earned  an  imperishable  name,  for  she  has 
fought  a  good  fight,  and  finished  her  course  well.  Oh !  for 
grace  to  follow  in  her  footsteps." 

HANO-CHAU.  Mr.  M'Cabtht  sends  an  interesting 
communication,  dated  July  5,  1870,  from  which  we  extract 
the  following : — 

''  .  .  .  The  Lord  has  given  us  the  desire  of  our  hearts, 
namely — a  station  in  the  Hu-chau  district.  In  my  last 
letter,  I  mentioned  that  we  were  in  prayer  about  the  place 
called  Hyiao-fong.  [See  0.  P.  xxiii.,  p.  17.]  The  people 
there  have  now  really  opened  a  chapel,  and  furnished  it 
with  seats ;  and  we  are  praying  that  the  Lord,  who  has  so 
manifestly  opened  the  work  there,  will  keep  it  open  and 
bless  souls.  Wong  LaB-Hjiin  went  up  there  last  week,  and 
found  the  work  going  on  nicely.  Some  of  the  people  have 
a  kind  of  hope  that  we  may  help  them  about  their  land 
dij£culties ;  but  of  course  Ah-tsih,  who  labours  there,  knows 
nothing  among  them,  but  Christ,  and  Him  crucified.  I 
should  say  that  the  chapel  is  really  not  opened  in  the  hien 
city  of  Hyiao-fong,  but  at  a  place  five  English  miles  from 
it,  though  imder  its  jurisdiction,  and  therefore  said  to  be 
in  the  hien.  I  suppose  we  would  eaU  it  a  market  town  at 
home,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants  is  greater,  I  tmder- 
stand,  than  in  the  city  itself.    Its  name  is  Dziu-du. 

*<  We  have  heard  that  nimibers  go  every  evening  to  hear 
the  Truth  at  Idh-dzo  (the  place  that  Lse-djiin  pays  the 
rent  of),  so  we  may  hope  for  blessing  there  too. 

''We  examined  two  inquirers  from  Siao-shan,  last 
Lord's  day,  and  a  man  who  applied  for  baptism,  when  Mr. 
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Taylor  and  all  the  rest  of  the  party  were  residing  here.  At 
that  time  he  seemed  to  have  hope  of  employment,  and 
when  he  could  not  get  any,  did  not  come  any  longer,  and 
ultimately  returned  to  his  own  district  in  the  Kia-hing  fu, 
about  half-way  horn  this  to  Shanghai.  Since  then,  his 
whole  household  has  been  carried  off  by  death — a  wife 
and  three  children — and  he  determined  to  come  back  here, 
and  get  to  understand  the  Truth  better,  and  seems  now  in 
real  earnest.  We  had  some  very  hot  weather  the  latter 
part  of  last  month.  Thermometer  as  high  as  98*^  in  the 
rooms  which  we  considered  coolest.  However,  all  along 
we  had  a  fine  breeze.  Our  house  is  the  best  situated  for 
this  in  Hang-chau,  of  the  missionary  houses.  We  have 
beautiful  weather  just  now.  The  Lord  has  indeed  been 
very  good  to  us,  keeping  us  all  in  a  fair  measure  of 
health.  .  .  . 

**  July  9th.  We  heard  to-day  that  the  land  difficulty  had 
been  arranged  at  Dziu-du,  so  that  we  may  expect  the  Lord 
will  lead  the  people  to  think  more  and  more  about  their 
eternal  interests.     This  too,  is  an  answer  to  prayer. 

''Dear  Mr.  Taylor  seems  kept  in  the  most  perfect  peace 
amidst  aU  the  sorrow  and  difficulty." 

NING-PO. — Miss  BowYEB,  who  has  been  compelled  for 
a  time,  owing  to  the  disturbed  state  of  Nan-kin,  to  leave 
her  sphere  of  service  there,  thus  writes  from  this  city : — 

"  .  .  .  .  Oh  !  how  our  hearts  feel  the  heavy  trial  which 
has  just  come  upon  us  in  the  death  of  dear  Mrs.  Taylor, 
one  whom  we  loved  and  admired,  and  whose  help  in  the 

work  was  so  great Much  sympathy  is  felt  here  by  all 

who  knew  beloved  Mrs.  Taylor  in  her  earlier  years.  Many 
of  the  native  women  speak  of  her  teachings  among  them, 
and  remember  her  with  afiEection.  A  bright  example  of 
self-denial,  patience,  and  gentleness  is  left  for  us  to  follow. 
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And  now  lier  work  on  earth  is  done,  she  has  entered  into, 
the  everlasting  mansions  of  rest  and  the  presence  of  her 
Lord.  Not  one  aot  of  self-denial,  not  one  hour's  silent 
endurance  of  trial  here,  is  regretted  by  her  now  happy 
spirit.     May  we  go  and  do  likewise. 

^'Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judd  left  Ningpo  on  the  day  of  hearing 
the  sad  intelligence,  but  according  to  Mr.  Taylor's  wish, 
I  remained  behind,  and  am  staying  principally  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gough,  who  wish  me  to  make  their  house 
my  home  as  long  as  I  can.  They  are  so  truly  kind,  and 
are  doing  a  great  work,  not  only  by  their  activity,  but  by 
the  holy  spirit  of  unity  and  love,  which  they  seek  to  show 
towards  all  who  love  the  name  of  Jesus.  I  went  with 
them,  to  their  little  Chinese  chapel  last  Sunday,  and  much 
enjoyed  hearing  dear  Mr.  Gough  preach  from  £ev.  xii.  10, 
11.  Afterwards,  the  Lord's  Supper  was  administered,  of 
which  about  sixty  partook ;  and  such  quietness  and  order 
prevailed,  you  might  have  thought  an  English,  instead  of 
a  Chinese,  congregation  were  present.  The  Sunday  before, 
I  spent  at  the  Wu-gyiao-deo  Church,  where  Wong  Lse- 
djtin  is  now  working  for  a  time.  I  was  much  pleased  with 
some  of  the  female  members,  and  was  most  kindly  received 
by  them  and  by  all.  A  few  days  since,  I  went  with  Wong 
Lse^djtin  to  a  small  out-station,  some  few  miles  distant, 
opened,  and  partly  supported  by  Lse-djun  himself.  The 
people  received  us  gladly,  and  some  hours  were  spent 
in  reading,  preaching,  and  talking  to  tall  who  came,  and 
much  attention  was  given.  Lae-djun  is  a  faithful  worker. 
I  find  my  knowledge  of  the  Ningpo  dialect  most  useful 
again  now,  though  I  had  forgotten  it  somewhat." 

From  Mr.  Ettblanb,  dated  August  10th,  1870. 

''  Doubtless  you  will  wonder  at  the  heading  of  this  letter, 
to  see  that  we  are  now  in  Ningpo.     It  is  not  because  w» 
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are  anxious  to  be  nmning  about From  various  circum- 
stances it  seemed  as  though  the  station  at  T'ai-chau  was 
likely  to  be  given  up.  I  thought  it  over  and  prayed  about 
it,  and  after  a  few  days  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  ofiPer  to  go 
myself,  if  Mr.  Taylor  was  willing  that  I  should  leave  the 
press.  After  prayer  and  consultation,  Mr.  T.  accepted  my  of- 
fer, and  as  soon  as  we  could  make  arrangements  for  leaving, 
we  did  so,  and  arrived  here  on  Sunday  morning  last.  My 
dear  wife  and  I  had  been  for  some  time  wondering  what 
God  had  for  us  to  do,  as  He  had  of  late  sent  us  in  more 
money  than  we  could  possibly  use  in  the  position  we  were 
then  placed,  and  we  felt  sure  there  was  a  needs  be  for 
the  mofiey,  and  that  He  woidd  make  it  plain.  It  is  all 
plain  enough  now.  It  cost  us  $30,  from.  Chin-kiang  to  this 
place,  reduced  fare.  Full  fare  would  have  cost  us  near  $60. 
On  the  way  from  Chin-kiang  to  Shanghai,  we  had  a  fellow- 
passenger  from  Han-kow,  who,  seeing  us  in  Chinese 
costume,  asked  who  we  were,  and  finding  out,  spoke  to  us. 
We  soon  discovered  he  was  a  warm-hearted  Christian.  He 
asked  about  our  mission,  and  said  that  he  had  heard  of  it, 
and  felt  interested  in  it;  and  before  we  left  the  vessel,  he 
put  a  parcel  into  my  hand,  containing  $25,  which  cleared 
our  expenses  to  this  place,  minus  $5.  Thus  the  Lord  works 
for  those  who  trust  in  Him.  We  have  yet  a  tedious  and 
rather  expensive  journey,  but  the  Lord  has  provided  for  all 
these  things ;  and  more  than  that,  He  has  promised  to  lead 
us  and  guide  us,        • 

''Tou  will  have  heard  before  this  of  the  death  of  dear 
Mrs.  Taylor.  It  was  a  heavy  stroke  for  us  all ;  how  much 
more  for  Mr.  Taylor,  who  was  not  prepared  for  it.  But  God 
has  upheld  him  and  been  his  comforter.  May  He  spare 
him  to  us  and  to  this  mission  for  many  more  years.  He  is 
lonely,  having  lost  his  wife,  and  his  children  being  away, 
but  Jesrn  wiU  be  with  him.     He  will  never  leave  such  a 
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faithful  servant.  Would  that  more  of  us  were  as  faithful  to 
our  calling.  We  are  not  likely  to  go  to  T  'ai-chau  for  a  few 
weeks,  but  stay  here  till  we  see  how  things  turn  out.  . 


»> 


WUN-CHAU. — Mr.  Stott  writes  on  July  26th,  1870 : — 

"The  £ you  so  kindly  sent,  came  at  a  time  when 

much  needed.  Somehow  our  other  letters  did  not  come  to 
hand  for  nearly  a  month,  and  we  were  looking  anxiously 
for  them ;  but  yours  came  just  when  our  all  was  gone,  and 
about  twenty  of  us  in  the  house.  How  good  is  the  Lord, 
and  how  kind.  ...  At  present  my  teacher  is  very  poorly, 
and  I  am  afraid  will  not  teach  any  more.  I  fear  he  is 
building  his  hopes  on  a  false  foundation.  I  went  to  see 
him  on  Monday,  and  found  him  the  same  as  before,  resting 
on  his  respectability,  &c. 

And  again  on  Sept.  29,  1870,  our  brother  remarks : — 

'^ ...  As  far  as  we  are  concerned,  we  have  been  quiet 
for  some  time  past,  and  I  think  will  be,  unless  active  hos- 
tilities should  break  out ;  but  when  the  first  news  of  success 
to  European  arms  comes  to  hand,  then  we  may  have  to 
bear  the  anger  of  the  mandarins  and  people  as  well  as  we 
can. 

"  Some  time  ago  we  lost  several  of  our  boys,  through  the 
'  baby-eating '  handbills ;  but  they  are  all  back  again  save 
one,  and  he  is  not  detained  for  that  cause. 

"  I  was  one  day,  about  three  weeks  since,  thinking  the 
lines  had  fallen  to  us  in  hard  times,  scarcely  any  one 
coming  in,  and  none  of  us  able  to  go  out  without  insult  and 
trouble,  and  so  few  opportunities  presenting  themselves  to 
us  for  speaking  for  Christ.  I  felt  it  keenly,  and  had  to  go 
and  unburden  myself  to  Gk>d  in  prayer.  Coming  back  to  my 
work,  a  messenger  presented  himself,  saying  a  man  wanted 
to  see  me.  I  went  to  him.  He  told  me  he  had  been 
acquainted  a  good  many  years  with  a  man  who  is  a  mem- 
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ber  here,  and  £hat  they  had  been  together  for  some  time  in 
the  next  prefecture  selling  doth ;  that  he  had  sold  out  and 
come  back  here  to  buy,  and  his  friend,  the  Church  member, 
would  also  be  down  as  soon  as  he  also  had  sold  out. 
He  said  they  piad  read  the  Bible  and  prayed  together 
every  night,  and  that  he  believed  the  doctrine  of  Jesus, 
and  trusted  in  his  merits  for  salvation  ;  and  that  three  or 
four  others  who  had  heard  also  believed.  In  talking  to 
him,  I  found  he  did  not  understand  much  of  what  he  read, 
and  was  guided  more  by  what  he  heard.  But  two  things 
he  seemed  clear  about, — that  Jesus  was  the  Saviour  of  the 
world,  and  that  he  trusted  in  Him  for  salvation.  How  far 
his  life  corresponds  with  his  profession,  I  had  no  means  of 
knowing,  as  he  remained  only  a  few  days  here,  and 
returned  again  to  his  business.  But  he  came  every  night 
to  our  usual  evening  prayer,  as  long  as  he  remained.  .  .  . 
There  are  many  here,  I  believe,  who  would  put  their  trust 
in  God,  if  they  only  knew  Him. 

"The  school  teacher,  respecting  whom  I  have  had  pretty 
good  hopes  for  some  time,  now  seems  to  be  decided  in  his 
opinions  for  the  truth.  For  a  month  or  five  weeks  past, 
he  has  read  with  the  boys,  every  afternoon,  the  subject  to 
be  taken  up  at  worship  the  following  morning,  that  they 
might  be  somewhat  acquainted  with  it  beforehand;  and 
he  has  then  prayed  with  them.  He  seems  to  be  getting 
more  energetic  in  the  matter,  as  his  knowledge  of  GFod's 
"Word  increases.  May  the  Lord  Himself  keep  him  faith- 
ful until  death,  for  Jesus'  sake. 

"  Other  two  of  the  boys  are,  I  hope,  taking  an  interest 
in  the  truth.  They  have  become  much  steadier  in  their 
demeanour,  and  imderstand  much  more  readily  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Scriptures.  Their  little  prayer-meeting  is  still 
continued." 
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Marck^  1871. 
Ht*  Dsab  Fbhends, 

It  affords  146  pU^sure  in  being  able  to  famish  you 
with  my  latest  information  from  China.  Mr.  Taylor 
.  imtes  by  last  mail  t  '*  All  things  now  are  looking  up. 
There  are  signs  of  blessing  in  most  of  our  stations,  and 
the  probabilities  of  peace  here  are  increasing."  Indeed, 
the  tone  of  f|ll  our  letters  is  re-assuring ;  and  the  health  of 
most  of  the  n^ssionaries  is  reported — *♦  decidedly  better." 
Thank  God !  our  eyes  are  not  upon  Him  in  vain. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Crombie,  of  Fung-hwa,  are  now  in  Eng- 
land,  and  we  trust  they  are  regaining  their  strength, 
though  we  fear  it  may  be  but  slowly. 

You  will  be  glad  also  to  learn  there  is  a  prospect  of  Mr. 
Taylor's  labours  being  lightened,  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
Charles  T.  Fishe's  having  kindly  consented  to  accept  the 
office  of  Secretary  to  the  Mission  in  China. 

This  arrangement  may  tie  our  brother  (0.  T.  F.)  some- 
what to  Chin-kiang;  but  in  a  city  of  150,000  inhabitants, 
and  where  comparatively  little  evangelistic  effort  has  of 
late  been  made,  there  wiU  be  abxmdant  scope  for  mission- 
ary labour. 

It  will  be  seen  that  more  than  the  usual  prox>ortion  of 
itinerary  intelligence  is  supplied  in  this  number  of  our 
paper.  Let  us  hope  that  the  good  seed  sown  during  these 
journeys  may  spring  up  and  bring  forth  fruit  in  due  season. 
Requesting  a  continued  interest  in  your  prayers  on 
behalf  of  this  work, 

I  am. 

Gratefully  youre  in  our  Lord, 

WiLIiIAH  ThOS.  BeBQBB. 
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PROGRESS  OF  THE  WORK. 

NAN-KIN. — ^The  health  of  Mr.  Dttitgak,  who,  it  may  be 
remembered,  remained  alone  at  his  post  here  during 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  tkne  of  the  late  popular  excite- 
ment, having  broken  down,  he  was  under  the  necessity  of 
seeking  change  and  rest,  and,  therefore,  proceeded  to 
Ghin-kiang  for  that  purpose.  By  last  accoimts  he  is  much 
better,  and  able  to  return  to  Nan-kin ;  and,  we  are  happy 
to  say,  active  work  is  being  resumed  in  this  important 
sphere.  Miss  Bowyeb,  writing  once  more  from  this  place, 
says : — 

''  •  ,  •  You,  doubtless,  often  feel  tried  by  the  reports 
and  letters  which  reach  you  from  time  to  time,  telling  of 
threatened  dangers  and  disturbances  arising  on  many 
sides ;  and,  weret^  you  not  able  to  cast  your  fears  upon  the 
Lord,  must  be  troubled  by  anxious  thoughts.  But  you 
know  we  are  in  His  hands;  and  could  we  be  in  safer 
keeping  ?  I  do  not  know  how  it  is,  but  I  feel  veiy  thank- 
ful that,  up  to  the  present  moment,  I  have  never  experi- 
enced anything  like  fear  in  China.  It  may  arise  partly 
because  I  have,  through  GK>d's  goodness,  been  preserved 
from  actual  contact  with  riot  or  disturbance.  Again,  in 
the  interior,  news  does  not  reach  us  so  quickly ;  and  often 
we  know  little  of  important  events  till  they  are  past  and 
gone ;  and  if  the  people  about  our  own  doors  are  quiet 
and  peaceable,  we  are  not  so  immediately  troubled  by  dis- 
tant reports  of  trial  and  danger.  We  become  accustomed 
to  the  strange  stories  which  are  circulated  about  us,  and 
to  being  regarded  with  wonder  and  suspicion  by  many,  in 
spite  of  all  we  do  to  gain  their  confidence.  But  while  we 
cease  to  be  troubled,  wq  are  not  the  less  often  pained 
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deeply  by  the  dietrust  manifested,  and  the  deception  prac- 
tised,  by  those  whose  good  we  seek. 

'^  .  .  .  And  now,  near  the  close  of  another  year,  I 
cannot  help  looking  back  with  gratitude  on  the  past  way 
the  Lord  hath  led  me ;  for  though  this  year  has  been  one 
of  deep  trial  in  many  ways,  still  mercy  has  compassed  us 
about,  and  we  cannot  but  give  thanks.  You  will  praise 
the  Lojrd  with  me  for  the  improved  health  I  enjoy.  '  I 
never  felt  stronger  or  better  at  any  time,  and  trust  it  may 
continue  long. 

'*  .  .  .  For  some  weeks  past,  we  have  been  employ- 
ing 6  few  women  to  make  women's  and  children's  winter 
clothes,  and  then  we  sell  them  at  half-price  to  the  poor. 
So  far,  they  are  readily  bought  up,  faster  than  we  can 
make  them ;  and  the  workers  are  read  and  spoken  to 
daily.  But  we  cannot  get  women  to  come  so  readily  here 
as  in  Hang-chau :  it  is  not  so  much  the  custom.  .  .  .  An 
old  woman,  nearly  seventy,  in  whom  we  feel  a  deep 
interest,  is  just  now  giving  us  good  reason  to  hope  she  is 
really  trusting  in  Jesus,  and  that  a  work  of  grace  is  begun 
in  her.  She  used  to  be  always  complaining,  and  seemed 
very  wretched ;  but  lately  we  have  noticed  a  change,  and  she 
confesses  that  her  mind  is  more  at  rest,  and  professes 
to  believe,  but  is  very  igpaorant.  Amidst  the  many  dis- 
couragements, it  is  such  joy  to  think  of  one  soul  snatched 
from  eternal  destruction,  and  saved. 

''  There  are  such  a  number  of  poor  old  women  in  Nan- 
kin who  seem  to  live  upon  charity.  I  often  wish  I  could 
ofEer  some  of  them  a  home ;  but  it  is  very  difficult  to  do 
so,  as  one  would  need  a  place  on  purpose  for  them.'' 

• 

With  much  pleasure  we  put  before  our  readers  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  icom  a  recent  letter  of  Mr.  Habvet's, 
giving  particulars  of  his  first  direct  evangelistic  effort  in 
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Ohina.  As  his  knoirledge  of  the  language  and  of  the 
qnirements  of  the  work  increaseSi  w^  trust  hia  labours  may 
be  attended  with  proportionate  succiefis.  He  writea  from 
Nan-kin : — 

'< .  .  .  Many  thanks  f of  yoiir  Chrittian  sympathy  during 
the  trying  time  through  which  we  haye  been  safely 
brought  by  a  loving  Hand.  .  ;  • 

'<  I  haye  just  returned  from  an  cfzplorin^  expedition  in 
Kiang-peh,  thitt  is,  the  country  north  df  the  Ttog-tse.  I 
left  Nan-kin  on  Noy.  20th  in  a  small  boat,  with  my  Seryanty 
a  la^;e  number  of  books,  Gospels,  &c;,  and  A  f^  li^icessaiy 
artddes  of  clothing,  in  case  of  change  in  thei  weather.  I 
yisitedPu-k^eo,  Kua-p^,  Luh-ho,  Cheng-k'aochan,  Cheng- 
tsih,  and  seyeral  hamlets.  All  the  country  in  which  thea^ 
'places  are  situated  had  neyer  been  preyiously  yisited  by  a 
European,  niuch  less  by  a  missionary;  So  I  haye  been  the 
first  to  haye  the  priyilege  of  {^reaching  the  Gk>ibpel  in  this 
district.  Large  crowds  assembled  to  see  the  foreigiier,  and 
my  books  were  quickly  bought ;  the  people^  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, behaying  yery  well.  Some  were  yeiy  friekdly, 
and  came  to  see  me  in  my  boat^  when  I  again  put  the 
Qospel  before  thenu  Mpst  of  these  bought  books.  But, 
though  it  is  a  privilege  to  sound  forth  the  sweet  name  of 
Jesus  into  ears  which  had  never  before  heard  it,  and  to 
break  that  precious  alabaster  box  of  love— the  Gospel — 
unto  hearts  hitherto  estranged  to  the  perfume  which  it 
gives  forth,  it  is,  nevertheless,  a  mighty  responsibility,  and 
one  needs  to  be  well-armed,  and  full  of  the  Spirit,  thus  to 
invade  the  Devil's  territories.  But  by  God's  help  they 
shall  be  invaded.  Jericho-s  walls  shall  yet  &11  down, 
and  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  shall  become  the  king- 
doms of  our  God  and  of  His  Christ.  Luh-ho  hien  is  by 
far  the  largest  place  I  yisited.  Travellers  from  Pekin  pass 
through  it  on  their  way  to  the  south.    It  is  about  60  milea 


from  Nan-kin.  •  .  Altogether  I  traTBlled  some  80  or 
90  miles.  For  about  a  ^Drtnight  before  this  exoansion,  I 
had  been  in  and  about  the  city  of  Nan-kin^  selling  QospelB 
and  books,  and  preaching.  The  Lord  gave  me  great  en* 
oouragement,  ooming  home  nearly  every  night  with  a  bag 
or  pocket  ftill  of  moii!by>  and  having  sold  nearly  aU  my 
books.  During  the  last  month  I  have  sold  books  to  tlie 
value  of  £4.  The  largest  sells  at  twenty  cash,  or  a  penny. 
I  took  a  scroll  with  m^  on  my  visit  to  Kiang-peh,  with 
Bomv  iii.  «8,  John  iii-  16,  Mark  xvi.  16>  HeK  ix.  29  [27  ?], 
written  upon  it  in  Chinese  characters.  I  exhibited  and 
hung  up  this  scroll  kpon  nearly  every  occasion.  This 
helped  me  very  much,  for  whilst  the  people  were  reading 
the  scroll  I  was  in  the  meantime  resting.  And  I  needed  it. 
Some  days  I  preached  six  or  seven  times,  and  seldom  less 
than  diree  or  four.  ,  .  But  in  spite  of  ail,  I  have  come 
back  wonderfulfy  improved  in  health,  though  a  little  tired. 
Oh,  pray  with  me  tbut  the  seed  thus  sown  may  have  fallen 
into  some  hearts  prepared  of  the  Spirit,  and  that  it  will 
spring  up  to  bear  abundant  fruit  to  the  glory  of  God. 
Some  followed  me  fr9m  place  to  place,  and  heard  me  again 
and  again  repeat  the  same  story,  I  longed  to  speak  to 
them,  but  they  were  shy.  The  Lord  bless  the  'word'  they 
now  have,  and  may  light  spring  up  in  the  midst  of  dcurk* 
nesB.  At  times  I  saw  men  plotting  to  upset  me.  At  one 
place  an  opium-smoker,  a  man  of  'the  baser  sort,'  was 
faired  to  attack  me.  He  snatched  at  some  papers  which 
weire  in  my  hand,  and  abused  me  shamefully ;  but  Ood 
helped  me  to  stand  firm,  and  the  crowd  seemed  to  take  my 
part.  I  could  not  well  move,  for  I  was  loaded  with  books 
at  the  time,  and  had  a  basket  of  money  at  my  feet.  Every 
now  and  then,  as  ordinarily,  I  was  hailed  with  the  epithet, 
'  foreign  Devil,'  to  which  I  generally  replied,  as  did  dear 
Mr.  Bums,  in  the  words  of  Confucius,  '  *'  All  in  the  four 
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seas  are  hrethreny^  then,  if  I  am  a  '^  foreign  deyil,'^  what 
are  you  ? '  They  see  the  error  into  which  they  have  faUen, 
and  then  laugh  heartily.  Thank  Gh>d,  I  am  uncommonly 
well  in  health.    The  air  is  beautiful  here  *  «  • " 

HANG-CHAU.  With  hespifelt  gratitude  to  God  we 
would  remark  that,  while  in  so  many  parts  of  Qhina  th^  late 
popular  feeling  against  foreigners  because  bo  alarming  as 
to  necessitate  the  temporary  ab^donment  or  curtailment  of 
missionary  work,  yet  in  this  station,  and  the  various  sub^ 
sidiary  ones  worked  from  it  as  a  centre,  operations  have 
scarcely  been  impeded.  Ood  is  gracioudy  giving  Mr. 
M^Ca&thy  and  l^iss  F4irLDiNO,  in  their  several  departments, 
much  to  encourage  their  hearts  and  strengthen  t|ieir  faith. 
The  latter  writes  ;-:r 

''  I  am  to  have  another  little  girl  for  the  school,  ^-tsia's 
sister.     She  is  already  written  [i.e.,  indentured]  to  me. 

'^  I  know  you  will  be  as  thankful  as  I  am  that  no  one 
else  has  taken  the  smaUrpos.  ^-tsia  is  recovering.  I 
received  a  new  boy  yesterday,  and  another  from  Shao-hing 
to-day.  Ah-pao,  a  boy  Mr.  Taylor  sent  to  me  from  Ning- 
po,  for  a  year  or  two,  has  left  to-day. 

"  1  hope  that,  long  before  you  receive  this,  your  hearts 
will  be  quite  at  rest  about  me.  You  see  GK>d  did  not  allow 
any  further  rising  to  take  place,  and  I  heard  through  a 
native  paper  last  week,  that  the  Tien-tsin  afiPair  was  peace* 
ably  settled. 

"  I  am  so  sorry  for  all  the  anxiety  you  have  had  on  our 
account,  and  we  getting  on  so  quietly  and  happily  here. 
God  has  led  us  hitherto,  and  He  will  not  forsake  us.  I  do 
not  think  you  need  fear  our  acting  rashly,  or  courting 
danger  in  time  of  difficulty.  To  let  the  natives  see  that 
because  we  trust  in  God,  and  are  following  what  we  be- 
lieve to  be  His  guidance,  therefore  we  do  not  fear,  is,  I 
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belieye,  humanUf  speaking,  the  safest  course.  To  appear 
fnghtenedy  to  run  away,  or  otherwise  throw  up  our  work, 
would  only  embolden  the  bad,  and  weaken  the  well-disposed 
among  the  people. 

'*  .  .  .  Last  Sunday  we  had  a  Church  meeting,  and 
two  applicants  for  membership.  One  was  a  woman  from 
Kong-deo.  Her  husband  sent  her,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  hear  the  truth,  because  he  could  not  manage  her.  She 
was  quarrelsome.  He  thought  she  might  hear  something 
that  would  make  her  better,  but  did  not  expect  that  she 
would  be  converted.  However,  she  kept  on  attending 
reg^ularly,  and  soon  found  that  Jesus  was  just  the  Saviour 
that  she  needed.  She  then  gave  up  putting  rice  before 
the  kitchen  idol,  and  her  husband  became  alarmed  lest 
some  woe  should  overtake  them.  I  expect  that  now  her 
daughter-in-law  will  do  it.  Hers  is  a  very  interesting 
case,  she  is  so  decided.  She  has  wanted  to  get  rid  of  her 
sins  for  years,  and  has  been  trying  various .  plans  to  gain 
merit.  The  question  was  put  to  her  at  the  meeting — 
Suppose  her  husband  and  friends  should  be  bitter  against 
her,  and  persecute  her,  did  she  think  she  would  give  up 
being  a  Christian?  'Oh,  no,'  she  said;  'he  could  but 
kill  me,  and  then  I  should  go  straight  to  heaven  at  once.' 
She  was  asked,  if  because  she  trusted  in  Jesus  she  believed 
she  was  saved  already,  why  did  she  want  to  become  a 
member  of  the  Church?  'Why!'  she  said,  'does  not 
every  shopkeeper  put  out  his  sign?'  The  applicants  are 
generally  questioned  to  see  if  they  are  clear  on  that  point ; 
because  among  unbelievers  it  is  thought,  in  many  cases^ 
that  '  entering  the  religion '  (making  a  profession)  is  the 
aU-important  thing.  Some  of  her  relations  said  to  her, 
*Ah!  the  foreigners  will  take  out  your  eyes  and  your 
liver ;  you  had  better  take  care.'  She  replied,  '  I  would 
not  mind,  for  my  soul  is  saved,  ai^d  I  am  going  to  heaven.' 
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She  seems  so  happy.  On  Sunday  she  brought  a  change 
of  clothes,  hoping  she  might  be  baptised  there  and  then. 
I  haye  a  boy  of  hers  in  the  school. 

**  Ah-ts^h  left  us  for  Dzin-du  to-day.  He  has  enjoyed 
haying  a  few  days  with  us,  and  has,  I  think,  been  use^ 
among  the  members." 

"i>^.  30^. — ^To-day  our  reg^ar  work  has  been  inter- 
rupted by  a  terrible  explosion  of  a  gunpowder  factory, 
about  three  minutes'  walk  from  here.  It  is  not  yet  known 
how  many  lives  have  been  lost;  probably  between  fifty 
and  a  hundred.  I  saw  two  bodies,  fearfully  burnt,  of 
.  men  who  had  lived  to  run  out  of  the  place.  Many  must 
have  been  blown  to  atoms.  Mr.  McCarthy  has  been  busy 
putting  flour  and  cotton  wool  on  several  that  he  found  yet 
alive.  Now  he  is  talking  in  the  chapel,  for  crowds  of 
people  are  passing  our  house  on  th^  way  to  see  the 
ruins.  May  his  words  be  blessed  to  some  of  their  souls. 
It  was  at  half-past  ten  this  morning  that  we  felt  the  shock, 
and,  on  looking  out  of  our  windows,  we  saw  the  fire. 
Ho^  sad  it  is  to  think  the  sufferers  were  all  living  without 
Gk)d.  The  agonies  of  those  alive  seemed  excruciating. 
I  could  not  help  thinking  of  the  time  when  the  whole 
world  will  be  on  fire,  and  of  aU  who  will  then  be 
burned  up.  Surely  I  must  deliver  my  message  while  I 
may." 

"2>tftf.  Slit. — I  have  heard  that  there  were  sixty-two 
men  in  the  powder  factory  at  the  time  of  the  explosion. 
Sixteen  got  out  of  the  building,  of  whom  only  three  are 
likely  to  survive.  The  building  stands  alone,  and  powder 
was  not  stored  there.  I  have  not  heard  the  cause  of  the 
accident ;  probably  no  one  knows." 

A  few  days  later  our  sister  writes :  **  I  have  three  more 
girls,  and  cannot  but  feel  thankful.  One  is  sixteen ;  she  is 
called  Kying-tsia ;  and  the  second  is  her  little  sister,  Kying- 
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me ;  she  jb  four  years  old.  The  third  is  a  niece  of  Wdng 
Sin-sang's,  and  iB  seren.  They  all  seem  nice  tractahle  chil- 
dren ;  the  eldest  quite  motherly.  Two  brothers,  of  eleven 
and  seven,  came  with  the  sisters.  They  are  the  children 
of  a  man  who  is  our  helper,  now  at  £'ong-p'u.  There  is  a 
baby  left  at  home.  Two  boys  who  were  here  on  trial,  one 
irovL  Su-chau,  and  the  other  from  Shao-hing,  have  lefb, 
so  that  there  are  just  now  seventeen  boys  and  seven  girls. 
I  never  had  so  many  as  twenty-four  at  one  time  before. 
I  am  hoping  to  get  a  teachei;  for  the  girls  very  soon. 
Wong  Sin-sang  and  his  wife,  with  the  children,  and  a 
girl  from  Mr.  Lord's  school,  who  is  to  be  married  here  on 
Thursday  to  one  of  Mr.  McCarthy's  men,  reached  home 
yesterday. 

"  The  girl  of  seven  went  by  the  name  of  '  Little  Girl,' 
so  I  have  given  her  another,  'En-tsBu,'  which  means 
'  peace.'  Two  or  three  of  Mr.  McCarthy's  patients,  who 
were  burnt  in  the  explosion,  have  died.  The  rest  seem  to 
be  getting  on.  My  boys  were  aU  very  much  solemnised  by 
the  event,  and  by  the  services  of  last  Sunday.  May  it 
lead  to  the  salvation  of  souls. 

Jan.  lOth. — On  Thursday  last,  the  wedding  that  I  told 
you  of  came  off.  Wong  Sin-sang  performed  the  cere- 
mony. I  like  the  girl  very  much,  and  am  wondering 
whether  she  might  not  make  a  school  teacher  for  me.  I 
have  another  boy  on  trial.  ..." 

From  Mr.  McCaetht,  January  27,  1871. 

'' .  .  .  I  have  paid  a  visit  to  Siao-shan,  in  com- 
pany with  LsB-djiin.  While  there  we  examined  two 
inquirers,  a  man  and  a  woman.  We  did  not  at  once  re- 
ceive them,  but  we  consider  them  to  be  hopeful  cases,  and 
think  they  are  really  trusting  in  Jesus  for  the  pardon  of 
their  sins.    The  old  woman  did  not  understand  very  much 
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of  the  dao-li  (doctrine),  she  said,  but  in  a  few  points  she 
seemed  intelligent — ^that  Jesus  was  a  great  Saviour,  and  that 
she  had  been  a  great  sinner.  She  was  not  very  dear  how 
Jesus  had  done  it,  but  quite  satisfied  that  He  would  save 
all  who  came  to  Him,  and  she  thought  she  had  come  to 
Sim.  To  an  old  woman,  the  mere  fact  of  being  questioned 
was  rather  a  formidable  business.  I  should  hope  that  both 
cases  will  prove  genuine.  I  have  also  been  to  visit  Dzing- 
du  (I  formerly,  by  mistake,  called  the  place  Dzin-du),  in 
the  Hu-chau  fti,  where  Loh  Ah-t'sih  is  working.  Accom- 
panied by  one  of  my  men,  'I  set  out  for  the  Da-kwan 
(Custom-house),  some  distance  outside  the  north  gate  of 
the  city.  Here  we  had  supper,  and  afterwards  took  our 
places  in  the  passenger  boat  going  to  Zong-pah.  This 
town  is  also  in  the  Hu-chau  fu,  and  is  a  mission  station  of 
the  American  Baptist  Union.  I  do  not  know  the  number 
of  converts  in  commtmion  here.  The  town  is  a  large,  busy 
one,  and  I  should  think  a  good  place  for  work.  The  dis- 
tance from  Zong-pah  to  Dzing-du  is  about  80  li.  The 
Ning-po  man  who  was  with  me  said  they  were  lonff  ones. 
As  we  had  to  walk,  we  lost  no  time,  after  having  breakfast, 
and  calling  on  the  native  assistant  in  charge,  but  at  once 
started  on  our  way.  Knowing  I  had  some  walking  to  do, 
I  made  preparations  by  getting  a  pair  of  straw  sandles  ; 
and  finding  that  some  of  our  fellow-passengers  were  going 
in  the  same  direction,  we  soon  left  the  town  in  their  com- 
pany. For  a  distance  of  about  ten  li  the  country  presented 
a  low,  flat  appearance,  surrounded  by  hills.  The  greater 
part  of  the  land  is  laid  out  in  rich  fields,  with  small,  de- 
tached hamlets  dotted  here  and  there. 

"After  walking  an  hour  or  so,  the  road  wound  over  a 
low  hill.  The  Chinese  call  such  passes  '  lings.'  On  the 
top  of  the  ling,  which  is  not  very  steep,  there  was  a  rest- 
ing place,  a  kind  of  temple,  with  its  idol,  and  a  priest  in 
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cliArge.  From  this  place,  for  a  distance  of  upwards  of  30 
liy  the  road  follows  the  windings  of  a  mountain  stream, 
which  runs  down  between  two  ranges  of  lulls.  In  the 
rainy  season  the  volume  of  water  is  considerable,  and  is 
turned  to  good  account  in  rafting  down  the  bamboo,  with 
which  the  hills  are  thickly  covered.  In  some  places  the 
valley  widens  out,  and  there  are  several  towns  and  hamlets, 
the  land  being  under  culture;  but  sometimes  there  is 
only  the  breadth  of  the  river  between  the  hills,  the  road 
running  by  the  side  of  the  stream.  Twenty  li  ^m 
Zong-pah  there  ia  a  town  called  Ba-deo,  apparently  a 
busy  place,  and  with  a  thriving  population.  Here 
we  rested,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  putting  the 
tniihs  of  the  Gospel  before  attentive  hearers,  and  distri- 
buted some  tracts.  Of  course  we  had  lengthened  conversa- 
tions with  our  fellow-travellers.  I  felt  very  much  at  home, 
as  the  number  of  immigrants  from  Ning-po  is  very  large. 
The  old  residents  were  nearly  all  killed  or  scattered  during 
the  rebeUion,  and  their  places  have  been  fiUed  in  a  great 
measure  from  the  Ning-po  and  Shao-hing  districts.  It 
was  like  goiQg  among  friends,  and  everywhere  we  had 
attentive  listeners.  We  had  to  cross  the  stream  five  or  six 
times.  Friends  at  home  would  be  amused  to  see  the 
bridges.  The  buttresses  are  formed  of  wicker  work,  and 
hollow  pillars  (of  bamboo),  fiUed  in  with  stones  and  sand. 
Bamboo  poles  are  laid  across,  with  a  bamboo  matting  to 
make  the  footway  level.  Another  20  li  brought  us  to  a 
town  called  Tsiang-ko-t'seng. 

"  A  short  distance  beyond  this  place,  the  hills  on  either 
aide,  which  had  been  gradually  drawing  nearer  and  nearer, 
joined  together,  and  so  we  had  another  ling  to  cross,  much 
higher  than  the  other,  getting  into  a  large  town  called 
Di-p^  about  sunset.  We  spent  all  the  time  we  could  on 
the  road  preaching,  wherever  we  had  an  audience. 
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"  This  town,  thotigh  not  quite  so  large  a^  Zong-pah,  is  a 
rerj  busy  and  populous  place.  I  should  be  glad  if  you 
would  recollect  this  place  (Di-p*u)  in  prayer.  There  are 
800  soldiers  here,  their  principal  occupation  being  to  kill 
wild  boars,  which  sometimes  commit  great  deyastationB  on 
the  crops  in  the  adjoining  districts.  We  have  decided  to 
send  a  man  to  this  town  to  reside  there  permanently,  and 
co-operate  with  Ah-t'sih  at  Dzing-du,  which  is  20  li  further 
on.  They  can  often  meet  together  for  prayer  and  consul- 
tation, and  yisit  the  surrounding  districts.  In  case  of  the 
illness  of  either,  they  could  also  easily  communicate.  The 
man  hopes  to  leaye  here  on  Monday  next.  His  name  is 
*0  Ah-ho,  one  of  our  own  members.  I  hope  he  will  be  able 
to  get  a  lodging  for  liimself ;  as  to  a  chapel,  he  will  not  try 
to  get  one.  I  hope  his  desire  is  to  see  souls  saved.  With 
or  without  chapels,  if  souls  are  only  saved — ^if  Jesus  sees 
of  the  travail  of  His  soul  in  this  place—our  mission  is 
accomplished.  At  the  right  time  He  can  give  us  a  meeting 
place. 

'^  Passing  the  night  here,  we  left  early,  and  reached 
Dzing-du  about  mid-day.     It  is  a  small  place,  situated  in 
an  immense  plain,  which  is  surroimded  by  hills,  and  thickly 
dotted  over  with  hamlets  and  farm-houses,  though  with 
few  large  towns.    We  found  Ah-t*sih  in  good  health,  and 
spent  three  days  with  him,  visiting  about  among  the  people, 
who  were  all  very  friendly,  and  willing  to  listen  to  the 
truth.     On  Sunday  we  had  the  little  room  full  of  people-^ 
about  56    at  the  morning  service,  and  23  or  24  at  the 
afternoon  one.    Altogether  I  was  very  much  encouraged 
by  seeing  the  good  spirit  manifested  by  all  whom  I  met, 
and  the  attentive  way  they  listened  while  the  Gospel  was 
put  before  them.     There  are  none  really  desiring  to  be 
baptised,  but  three  or  four  are,  I  should  hope,  deeply  in- 
terested.   The  temples  are  very  few,  so  that  ^ere  is  not  so 
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much  outward  idolatiy,  but  the  people  are  much  given  to 
the  worship  of  their  anceetors. 

'^  Oa  Monday  we  started  early,  and  walked  the  whole  80 
li,  in  time  to  reach  the  Zong-pah  passenger-boat  to  Hang- 
ohau  in  the  evening. 

''  To-day  Wong-Lee-djun  and  two  men  were  commended 
to  the  Lord,  and  left  here  to  go  up  the  Ts^en-t'ang  Biver. 
I  have  given  Lae-djiin  discretionary  power  as  to  where  they 
will  seek  to  pitch  their  tent.  Perhaps  they  may  pass  into 
the  southern  part  of  one  of  the  next  provinces,  Gan-hwuy, 
but  I  am  not  able  to  say  any  more  about  them  at  present. 
LsB-djiin  hopes  to  leave  the  men  in  lodgings  and  return 
here,  so  that  I  can  be  in  time  for  the  Chinese  New  Year  in 
Ning-po,  where  there  are  two  or  three  inquirers.  Nearly 
all  Miss  Faulding's  boys  seem  to  be  earnestly  desiring  to 
serve  the  Lord.  There  are  also  two  other  inquirers  l\ere. 
Two  were  baptised  by  Lee-djiin  on  Sunday  last.  One  of 
them  from  Kong-deo."   •   .   . 

BU-CHAU. — ^Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coedon  are  working  on 
uninterruptedly  in  this  great  city,  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
being  with  them  for  good.  Our  prayer  for  them  is,  that 
the  health  of  Mrs.  C,  which  has  suffered,  may  be  fuUy 
restored  and  continued  to  her,  and  that  many  precious 
souls  may  find  the  way  of  life  through  their  ministrations. 
Mr.  CoRDOV,  writing  on  Dec.  drd,  observes : — 

''....  Since  I  last  wrote  you,  Mrs.  Cordon  has  been 
very  unwell.  She  has  been  suffering  from  dysentery  and 
ague ;  but  I  am  thankful  that  the  dysentery  is  not  quite 
00  severe,  and  the  attacks  of  ague  are  not  so  frequent. 
We  bless  the  lord  for  all  His  gracious  dealings  with  us ; 
we  are  sure  He  cares  for  us  with  a  tender  care.  Tou  will 
be  pleased  to  hear  that  Ood  has  been  working  in  our 
Viidat.    The  period  of  toil,  without  any  apparent  fruit,  has 
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been  long  and  lading,  and  sometimes  we  have  felt  dis- 
couraged.    Tet  we  were  sure  we  should  reap  if  we  fainted 
not;  and  though  but  few  haye  believed  our  report^  and 
joined  themselves  to  us,  for  these  few  we  thank  the  Lord, 
and  take  courage.    Two  were  baptised  the  other  week : 
one  a  woman  of  very  respectable  character,  and  who  earns 
a  livelihood  by  working  embroidery ;  the  other  is  a  hope- 
ful young  man,  who  has  since  gone  to  Hang-chau  to  study 
for  some  time  in  Miss  Faulding's  school.      There  are 
several  others  who  are  anxious  to  enter  the  Church,  but 
we  are  not  quite  satisfied  with  them.     One  of  these  is  a 
young  man  who  was  formerly  in  Canton  with  the  rebels. 
He  is  a  native  of  Shan-tong,  from  which  province  he  was 
carried  by  the  rebels  when  very  young.     He  relates  some 
sad  and  sorroT^ful  stories  about  the  breaking  up  of  his 
family,  some  of  them  being  killed  by  the  rebels,  some  by 
the  imperialists ;  some  carried  away,  and  others  left  to 
starve  and  die  of  hunger  in  their  places  of  concealment. 
He  was  taken  to  Canton,  and  inade  to  join  the  rebel  band, 
and  for  some  time  he  served  under  their  flag.    When  the 
insurrection  was  subdued,  and  many  of  the  insurgents 
captured,  he,  with  several  hundreds  more,  was  brought  to 
Shanghai,  where,  in  accordance  with  the  imperial  edict, 
they  were  to  suffer  decapitation  for  having  rebelled  against 
the  Dragon  Throne  and  the  Son  of  Heaven.     Fortunately, 
our  lad  had  an  influential  friend  at  Su>chau,  who,  on  hear- 
ing of  his  arrival  in  Shanghai,  and  for  what  purpose, 
hurried  down  to  intercede  for  him,  and  to  plead  his  inno- 
cence, on  the  ground  that  his  connexion  with  the  rebels 
was    compulsory.     The   argument  proved  efiEectual,  and 
his  life  was  spared.     Since  he  has  been  with  us  he  has 
declared  his  intention  to  follow  the  Lord.     There  are 
others  whose  histories  are  full  of  interest.    May  the  Lord 
graciously  draw  many  of  these  poor  benighted  ones  to 
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Himself,  that  they  may  know  the  comfort  and  joy  of  our 
true  and  holy  religion. 

"  Mr.  Taylor  passed  through  Su-chau  two  days  ago.  He 
came  to  us  full  of  the  Spirit ;  and  though  he  has  so  lately 
experienced  such  deep  sorrow,  he  only  speaks  of  the 
wisdom  and  goodness  of  the  Lord." 

"e7tf».  14,  1871. —  ...  Ton  will  be  glad  to  hear  that 
my  dear  wife  has  partially  recovered,  and  I  think  I  may 
say,  is  making  good  progress  towards  convalescence.  Our 
little  Florence  is  also  well.  We  have  commenced  a  board- 
ing-school^ which  is  going  on  very  nicely,  and  from  which 
we  are  expecting  great  things.  Several  have  been  written 
to  us  for  five  years,  and  there  are  eight  or  nine  others 
waiting  to  come,  whom  we  hope  to  receive  in  due  time,  if 
it  please  the  Lord.  The  truly  sad  and  wretched  condition 
of  many  around  us  led  to  the  decision  we  have  come  to. 
The  Lord  has  graciously  helped  us,  and  if  He  continue  to 
do  so  (which,  we  believe,  He  will),  we  hope  to  enlarge  the 
school  accordingly.  I  beg  your  prayers,  dear  brother,  on 
behalf  of  these  poor  lads.  Oh,  that  the  rising  generation 
of  China  could  be  saved  from  the  destroying  influence  of 
'  heathenism.*  '* 

YANO-CHAU.  Becently  it  seemed  as  though  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  JxTDD  might,  through  ill  health,  be  obliged  to  leave 
this  station,  where  they  are  so  happily  and  profitably  en- 
gaged. It  is,  therefore,  a  subject  for  gratitude  to  God  that 
they  are  now  so  much  better  in  health.  The  following, 
dated  Nov.  30,  is  from  Mrs.  Judd  : — 

"...  Many  thanks  for  your  welcome  letters,  to- 
gether with  "a  short  note  to  my  dear  husband,  containing 
£ from  Dr.  J.  M .  Dear  Mrs.  M was,  pre- 
vious to  her  marriage,  one  of  my  earliest  Christian  friends. 
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Since  we  hare  been  in  China,  Mrs.  M has  written  to 

us  occasionally,  letters  which  haye  much  cheered  us,  and 
this  fresh  proof  of  their  sympathy  and  love  gave  us  much 
joy ;  the  more  so,  perhaps,  because  on  the  day  it  arriyed, 
we  had  decided  to  take  into  the  house  a  poor  lad  who, 
preyiously,  was  in  a  most  destitute  and  pitiable  state.    He 
lost  his  parents  in  the  rebellion,,  and  was  taken  up  by  a 
military  mandarin,  who  is,  we  belieye,  a  distant  relation  to 
him.    They  are  near  neighbours  of  ours,  and  we  haye 
often  lamented  this  boy's  sad  condition,  and  asked  the  Lord 
to  enable  us  to  help  him.     His  master,  though  by  no 
means  poor,  has  treated  him  most  cruelly,  neyer  allowing 
him  either  sufficient  or  proper  food,  and  causing  him  to 
sleep  on  a  damp,  earthen  floor,  with  no  other  coyeiing  than 
a  few  old  rags.    In  consequence,  his  poor  body  is  diseased 
from  head  to  foot,  eyery  joint  being  more  or  less  affected. 
About  a  month  ago  his  master  sent  to  ask  us  if  we  would 
take  him  into  our  school,  probably  because  he  was  no 
longer  able  to  work ;  and  after  waiting  upon  Ood,  we  de- 
cided to  do  so,  on  the  condition  that  after  he  had  been  with 
us  four  years  he  should  not  be  compelled  to  return  to  his 
former  master.     The  Lord  inclined  the  master's  heart  to 
accede  to  this  request,  and  he  is  now  written  to  us.    I 
should  haye  liked  you  to  see  the  look  of  delight  upon  his 
face,  when  he  saw  the  clean  comfortable  bedding  proyided 
for  him.     He  turned  to  another  boy  and  said,  in  such  a 
tone  of  jojrful  surprise,  *  Is  this  for  me  ?'     Poor  boy !  he 
could  scarcely  beHeye  it.     Oh !  it  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able, 
through  the  Lord^s  goodness,  to  care  for  a  few  of  these  des- 
titute ones ;  a  work  which,  for  years  past,  I  haye  longed 
for,  and  now  the  Lord  is  allowing  us  to  do  it  in  a  small 
degree,  and  we  trust  He  will  yet  giye  us  more.    We  haye 
now  six  children  (besides  our  little  adopted  Mei-ing)  under 
our  care — ^fiye  boys  and  one  girl.    It  is  a  responsible  work, 
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but  He  who  gare  it  us  to  do  can  fit  ub  for  it,  and  the 
blessing  He  bas  given  us  already  makes  us  look  for  yet 
more. 

<*  Another  Christian  boy  is  about  to  leaye  our  school,  and 
go  to  a  place  about  forty  miles  awajr,  to  learn  a  business. 
He  is  motherless,  and  yery  poor.  So  we  haye  had  a  sad 
pleasure  in  preparing  a  small  outfit  for  him.  We  much 
regret  his  leaving,  as  he  is  yery  young,  and  will  be  quite 
alone  in  a  strange  place,  among  those  who  know  not  God ; 
yet  we  can  commend  him  to  His  care,  knowing  he  could 
not  be  in  safer  keeping.  He  had  been  in  the  day-school 
for  two  years,  and  his  mind  is  weU  stored  with  Scripture 
and  hymns,  which,  we  trust,  may  comfort  him,  as  the 
Spirit  may  bring  them  to  his  remembrance.  His  father  is 
now  in  our  employ,  and  is  also  a  Christian. 

'<  Through  the  goodness  of  our  Qod,  the  evil  reports 
which  were  in  circulation  a  while  ago  have  somewhat  sub- 
sided, and  there  are  signs  of  blessing  which  we  hail  with 

joy- 

''The  attendance  in  the  chapel,  both  on  the  Lord's 
day  and  daily,  increases,  and  some  few  persons  have  shown 
more  than  ordinary  interest  in  the  Gk)spel.  My  dear  hus- 
band frequently  goes  out  to  preach  and  sell  books,  often 
meeting  with  much  opposition.  Sometimes,  as  he  leaves 
the  crowd  he  has  been  addressing,  some  cry  out — '  Beat 
the  foreign  devil,'  accompanying  their  words  with  a  few 
stones;  but  hitherto  the  Lord  has  preserved  him  from 
injury.  Ju  consequence  of  hearing  my  dear  husband 
preach  out  of  doors,  a  few  have  been  to  the  chapel  'to 
inquire  stiU  farther  about  the  Gt)spel.'  So  we  shall  look 
to  see  fruit,  even  though  it  may  be  after  many  days.  I 
take  a  walk  out  nearly  every  day  in  a  quiet  part  of  the 
city,  but  the  people  are  still  yery  shy,  and  do  not  ask  me 
in,  as  they  were  wont  to  do  in  Hang-chau.  .  .  . 
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"  Since  our  return  from  Chin-kiang,  in  September,  our 
health  has  been  improving,  and  we  are  now  veiy  well.    .    . 

''For  the  letst  three  months  our  faith  has  often  been 
much  tried ;  but  the  trial  has  been  precious,  and  when  the 
deliverance  came  in  our  hour  of  need,  we  could  raise  a 
song  of  praise  to  Him  who  does  all  things  well." 

CHIN-KIANG.  Briefly  referring  to  this  city,  Mr. 
Taylor  says — "  There  is  some  degree  of  interest  shown  in 
this  place."  For  this  we  are  glad,  as  hitherto  there  has 
not  been  much  to  encourage  the  Missionaries.  Mr.  Beid 
writes : — 

"...  Will  you  be  surprised  when  I  tell  you  that  we 
have  been  delivered  from  another  fire,  and  have  escaped 
unliurt  ?  Would  that  you  could  have  been  with  \ia  a  few 
nights  ago,  when  some  twenty  or  more  houses  near  to  us 
were  burnt  down,  and  ours  saved  only  by  a  miracle,  as  it 
were.  Truly  we  have  been  separated  by  fire,  and  our 
house  stands,  another  monument  to  the  faithfulness  of 
God.  And  when  we  consider  how  great  would  have  been 
our  loss,  had  our  premises  been  destroyed,  we  can  but 
praise  and  adore  our  loving  Father.  .  .  . 

"  We  have  been  making  repedrs  here,  but  they  are  now 
completed,  and  much  room  is  added  to  this  once  inconve- 
nient house,  which  is  a  kind  of  rendezvous  for  those  of  our 
party  going  to  or  coming  from  the  north.  Our  chapel  in 
'the  city  of  Ghin-kiang  will  be  opened,  D.V.,  some  day  next 
week.  The  cost  of  alterations,  &c.,  when  finished,  will  be 
about  $50.    We  hope  to  invite  the  members  of  dear  H. 

W 's  church  to  join  together  with  us  in  prayer  for  an 

outpouring  of  the  Spirit  on  this  place.  WiU  you  bring 
this  city  and  our  work  before  the  Lord,  remembering  whilst 
doing  so,  that  it  is  the  first  time  a  chapel  has  been  opened 
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for  worship  or  preaching,  inside  Chin-kiang.     There  has 
been  one  outside,  but  hitherto  none  within." 

TS'ING-KIANG-P'U.— Concerning  the  work  here,  Mr. 
Taylob  observes,  in  a  late  letter,  that  three  more  persons 
have  been  baptised,  still  leaving  four  candidates.  This  is 
indeed  cheering  news,  when  we  consider  that  for  several 
months  pa^t  this  station  has  been  deprived  of  the  presence 
of  a  European  labourer.  The  native  brother  Chu  is  inde- 
fatigable in  his  exertions  to  bring  the  precious  Gospel  to 
his  countrymen ;  and  God  is  graciously  blessing  his  efforts. 
May  he  be  kept  faithful.  Mr.  Beid  hopes  soon  to  visit 
again  this  city. 

WUN-CHAU.— From  Mrs.  Stott  :— 

"...  The  work  here  is  going  on  veiy  nicely.  We 
have  again  twelve  boys,  and,  besides  the  two  Christian 
boys,  there  are  other  two  giving  us  much  hope.  You  will 
rejoice  with  us  in  the  conversion  of  the  school  teacher ;  and 
it  would  do  you  good  to  see  how  earnest  he  is.  He 
delights  in  the  Word  of  God,  and  often  asks  questions 
about  it.  Sometimes  he  stops  the  boys  in  their  lessons, 
and  reads  the  Word  to  them,  and  then  kneels  down  and 
prays,  two  of  the  elder  boys  taking  part.  His  mind  and 
face  too  are  brightening  with  the  truth,  and  he  gives  us 
cause  for  thankfulness  every  day. 

"How  we  do  thank  the  Lord  for  this  answer  to  our 
prayers !  Well,  may  we  go  on  in  faith  and  hope  till  we 
get  the  full  answer,  and  His  name  be  glorified  in  their 
salvation.     He  will  be  faithfid  if  we  are  watchful. 

"I  must  not  forget  to  tell  you  also  of  a  woman  who 
comes  here  every  Lord's  day.  She  was  brought  first  by  our 
Bible-woman,  and  for  many  weeks  has  taken  an  interest 
in  the  truth.    Every  day,  afber  the  service,  our  woman 
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takes  her  into  her  room,  where  they  read  the  Word 
together,  and  have  prayer ;  and  we  hope  soon  to  see  her 
rejoicing  in  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus." 

'<  Oct.  2lth, — ^I  was  interrupted  in  writing,  and,  as  this 
goes  to-day,  must  close  now.  Mr.  Jackson  has  come,  and 
we  have  been  occupied  in  getting  a  place  put  in  order  for 
him.  The  school  teacher  has  gone  to  see  his  wife  for  a 
week;  consequently,  my  dear  husband  is  very  busy.  What 
a  sweet  thought  it  is,  that  in  our  busiest  moments  we  are  at 
the  Lord's  work.  Oh,  that  we  might  ever  do  it  in  His 
way,  and  then  we  shall  have  His  '  w$ll  done.*  Tou  will  be 
wondering  if  I  can  speak  yet.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  not 
much.  My  illness  has  kept  me  back  in  that ;  but  I  am 
studying  now,  and  hope  to  get  on  well,  as  I  do  not  find  it 
very  difficult.  ..." 

Mr.  Jaoeson,  as  will  be  seen,  has  recently  become  resi- 
dent in  Wun-chau.  The  subjoined  extract  is  from  his  last 
letter,  dated  Dec.  23rd,  1870:— 

"...  Before  this  reaches  you,  you  will  hare  heard 
all  about  my  movements  lately,  and  that  I  have  given  up 
my  T'ai-chau  work  to  Mr.  Budland.  I  heard  from  him 
the  other  day,  and  am  happy  to  believe  he  is  working  the 
station  in  good  earnest.  In  changing  my  quarters  I  do  not 
lose  much  time,  as  I  imderstand  the  dialect  here  sufficiently 
to  preach.  A  week  or  two  ago  I  took  a  journey  to  an 
island  at  the  mouth  of  this  river.  Before  I  started  I  had  a 
bad  cold  in  my  head,  and  so  suffered  a  good  deal  on  the 
way.  To  reach  the  place  I  had  to  go  out  to  sea,  and,  not 
getting  any  wind,  we  were  six  hours  under  a  frosty  sky. 
I  felt  the  cold  intensely,  being  obliged  to  keep  on  deck  all 
this  time.  The  boat  had  only  a  veiy  small  cabin,  in 
which  there  were  stowed  some  fi)rty  or  more  men. 

'<  .  .  .  When   I  reached  the  island  my  head  was  in 
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mnch  pain.  I  put  up  at  a  wretohed  hoyel  of  a  place,  and 
laid  down  with,  the  intention  of  sleeping ;  but  this  was  out 
of  the  questioUy  as  some  of  the  people  had  never  seen  a 
foreigner  before,  and  were  determined  they  were  not  going 
to  let  a  good  chance  go.  I  had  with  me  a  member  of 
Dr.  Lord's  church,  and  one  of  our  T'ai-chau  converts,  so  I 
gave  orders  to  them,  when  they  came  up  stairs,  to  pull  the 
staircase  up  with  them  (a  ladder),  and  thus  obtained  a 
little  quietness.  Had  it  not  been  that  I  was  unwell,  the 
more  that  would  have  come  up  the  better  I  should  have 
been  pleased.  It  was  near  midnight  before  I  got  the  place 
clear,  and  could  get  any  rest.  The  next  day  we  took  our 
bag  of  books,  and  began  to  sell  in  the  landlady's  shop ; 
but  this  would  not  do  at  all.  The  people  almost  took  our 
stock  by  force,  so  I  said  I  would  not  sell  any  more,  bat 
would  go  on  the  parade  ground  and  sell.  On  reaching  the 
place  I  saw  a  kind  of  small  fort,  about  five  or  six  feet 
high.  Here  I  took  up  my  position,  and  said,  '  This  place 
belongs  to  me  tmtil  I  have  done  my  business,  and  I  can't 
allow  any  one  to  come  near  untU  I  have  sold  out  my  books.' 
This  little  bit  of  humour  seemed  to  take  well;  and  in 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  I  sold  out,  and  then  preached 
the  Gospel  to  them.  I  have  no  doubt  it  was  the  first  time 
they  had  heard  it,  and  perhaps  it  wiU  be  the  last  in  the 
case  of  many. 

'^  It  is  my  intention  to  make  many  of  these  journeys ; 
but  my  great  want  is  an  earnest  native  Christian  assistant. 

"  We  are  in  very  great  need  of  a  chapel.  We  get  few 
strangers  in  to  hear  the  Gospel ;  and  even  if  they  were 
to  come,  we  could  not  accommodate  them  for  want  of 
room.  ..." 

PUHG-HWA.  NING-HAI.  '0-Z.— During  the  absence 
from  China  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cbombie,  it  has  been  arranged 
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for  Mr.  Williamson  to  take  the  oversiglit  of  these  interest* 
ing  stations.  Feeling  the  responsibility  connected  with 
this  important  undertaking,  he  rests  assured  that  friends 
at  home  will  aid  him  with  their  prayers,  that  he  may  be 
kept  near  to  the  Lord,  and  fitted  for  his  new  duties.  He 
has  purchased  a  horse,  not  only  to  enable  him  with  greater 
facility  to  visit  these  towns,  which  all  lie  at  some  distance 
apart,  but  also  to  go  to  other  places,  with  a  yiew  to  open- 
ing up  further  work,  particularly  in  a  city  called  *Ong-jih, 
about  equi-distant  irom  each  of  the  aboye-named  stations. 
His  hope  is  that  'Ong-jih  may  become  a  conyenient  centre 
for  operations  in  this  neighbourhood. 

EIIJ-EIANG. — ^From  Mrs.  Cardwell,  December  16th, 
1870:— 

<<....  You  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  we  are  all  in 
excellent  health,  my  dear  husband  quite  strong,  and  look- 
ing better  than  when  we  left  England.  He  is  able  to 
study  aU  the  day,  except  when  needing  exercise.  Then 
he  goes  into  the  city  with  Mr.  Hart,  who  preaches  in  a 
little  chapel  rented  by  their  mission.  They  also  go  some- 
times to  the  soldiers'  camp,  or  whereyer  they  can  get  a 
hearing.  My  dear  husband  is  not  able  to  preach  yet ;  but 
it  does  me  good  to  hear  him  read  the  Scriptures  from  the 
character,  at  our  morning  Chinese  family  worship.  My 
heart  rejoices,  because  I  see  the  time  so  near  at  hand  when 
our  long  waited-for  desire  will  be  realized — that  of  pro- 
claiming the  truth  to  this  perishing  people.  The  long, 
serious  illness  which  has  kept  us  back  in  the  language, 
also  our  frequent  removals  from  place  to  place,  had  beg^un 
to  dishearten  us,  until  we  almost  questioned  whether  the 
Lord  intended  us  to  work  for  Him  in  this  land;  but 
renewed  health  and  energy  lead  us  to  hope  we  are  here  at 
His  bidding.  .  .  . 
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'<  t  cannoi  help  noticing,  after  our  senrants  have  lived 
-with  us  some  time,  how  ashamed  they  look  if  seen  hy  us 
doing  anything  directly  idolatrous.  Superstitious  they- 
are,  and  will  be  in  a  measure,  even  when  the  grace  of  God 
has  touched  ^eir  hearts.  But  when  they  hear  our  doc- 
trine taught,  day  aft^r  day,  and  know  that  we  worship  but 
one  Go^y  a  h'pin^  God,  they  begin  to  feel  ashamed  of  wor- 
shipping blocks  made  by  their  own  hands.  But  oh!  how 
long  l>efore  they  can  form  any  right  ideas  of  what  the 
Gk>spel  of  Jesus  really  meai^s.  The  practice  of  worshipping 
an  unseen  Gbd  seems  so  strange,  so  entirely  opposite  to 
their  idea  of  worship. 

**  I  asked  our  mo-mo  yesterday  if  she  went  home  to 
worship  Bu-sah  (as  I  let  her  go  home  occasionally  to  see  her 
children).  She  said,  'Oh!  no;  I  used  to,  but  now  I  only 
laugh  at  them  [the  idols].  They  c£|ii  neither  see,  hear,  nor 
walk,  far  less  eat  all  the  good  things  that  people  prepare  for 
them.  I  am  never  going  to  put  faith  in  them  more.'  Now, 
this  woman  is  not  a  believer  in  our  doctrine,  but  only  sees 
the  absurdity  of  their  own.  I  told  her  that  our  God  needed 
nothing  &om  us  but  our  hearts.  He  gives  us  all  things ; 
and,  more  than  all,  has  given  Jesus  to  die  for  us ;  and  so 
on.  She  iJiought  it  veiy,  very  strange,  and  so  they  all  do, 
until  the  truth  gradually  dawns  upon  them.  It  is  the 
Spirit's  work  to  convince  and  convert  the  heart.  May  we 
have  the  joy  of  seeing  many  hundreds,  nay  thousands, 
receiving  the  truth  in  their  hearts,  and  becoming  sincere 
believers  in  the  Lord  Jcqus.  Nothing  is  too  ha,rd  for  the 
Lord. 

Two  other  missionaries  have  recently  arrived  at  Kiu-* 
kiang,  in  connexion  with  the  American  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Churches.  We  all  meet  at  Mr.  Hart's  house  every 
Wednesday  evening  for  prayer,  seeking  the  Lord's  guid- 
ance and  blessing  in  our  work.    These  seasons  are  really 
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« 

times  of  lefrediing.  MydearhusbaadliasptixchaBedabaat 
One  was  offered  yezy  dieap,  and  we  did  not  like  to  let  the 
opportunity  pass.  It  was  simply  a  good  substantial  hull ; 
therefore,,  we  hare  had  to  buy  fittings  eztra^  and  build  the 
little  house  for  it.  We  had  to  hasten  its  oompletiony  or 
the  boat  would  spoil  if  the  w^t  set  in ;  but  we  are  looking 
to  the  Lord  for  the  extra  money  needed.  The  greater 
part  we  have  already  paid.  It  will  be  finished  in  a  fort* 
nighty  when  (b.V.)  we  shall  hare  A  prayer^meeting  on 
boaidy  the  other  missionaries  joining  us,  to  dedicate  the 
boat  to  the  Lord's  work.  Shortly  aft^,  all  beiiig  well,  my 
husband  hopes  to  take  his  firdt  trip  dn  the  P'o^yang  Lake. 
May  the  Lord  bless  that  first  journey ! 

^'AU  is  quite  qui^t  and  peaceable  at  Eiu-kiang  and 
nei^bourhobd." 

T'AI-GHAU.— ]^.  BtTDLAim  (no^  fairly  setUed  into 
work  here  With  his  colleague,  Mr.  B.  FiShe)  writes  as  fol- 
lows:-^ 

*^Dee.  4thf  1870.-=—  .  .  .  Since  I  last  wrote  you,  I  have 
taken  a  trip  to  T'ai-p'ing.  When  wd  arrived  at  Wong-' 
ngaBU)  Ling  Sin-sang  mentioned  that  it  had  been  told  him 
by  a  Mend  that  a  secret  plot  had  been  laid  to  kill  me,  the 
next  time  I  showed  my  £EU)e  at  the  phice ;  and  that  some 
of  the  students  had  jiaid  rougl^  fellows  to  do  it.  It  was 
with  difficulty  he  would  let  me  go  out  td  get  SQme  break- 
fast ;  but  I  thdilght  then,  and  still  think,  that  this  news 
was  conveyed  to  him  either  to  try  and  frighten  him  or 
me,  of  both,  and  that  there  is  lio  realitjr  in  it.  This  did 
not  hinder  us  in  our  work,  as  Wid  set  out  intending,  if  pos- 
sible, to  be  back  by  Sunday;  Ah-liailg  has  now  been 
there  a  week  since  we  left,  but  has  heard  no  moie  of  the 
plot,  and  has  sold  books  until,  he  says,  everyone  has  them. 
We  set  out  on  our  journey,  calling  at  Lu-gyiao  on  oui 
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way  baoky  wliere  we  spent  a  day  and  a  nighty  then 
xetumedi  fid  £tai-xnung.  We  sold  a  good  number  of 
books  and  tracts,  and  not  a  few  heard  the  Gk)8pel  from 
Wong  Leo^jiih'  and  AJL-lialig,  ^ho  had  never  heard  it 
bef(»e. 

''  Truly  there  is  room  enough  here  to  work  I  Ah-liang 
has  been  trying  to  i^eiit  a  hoiise  at  Wong-ngeen,  or,  rather^ 
to  seek  oiie  outy  but  without  success. 

"  I  leave  here  in  the  morning  (1).Y.)  for  l^ing^haiy  with 
Ah^Hangy  and  intend  working  on  the  way;  and  if  the 
Lord  opehs  up  the  path,  I  hope  to  establish  an  out-station 
betweto  here  and  Ning*hai,  by  which  we  shall  have  a 
direct  line  of  stations  from  here  to  Ning-po;  We  shall 
then  ueed  thl»  same  to  Wun-chbu.  Mcty  Cbd  help  us 
really  to  work  for  Him. 

^' You  Will  be  glad  to  heisir  that  I  have  been  obligidd  to  get 
ten  more  settts  mluie,  as  we  had  not  enough  to  accommo- 
date half  the  people  who  came  to  the  chapel;  Since  doing 
80,  all  the  seats^  indhduig  the  new  ones,  have  been  filled, 
and  some  persons  hate  still  been  obliged  to  stand.  This 
aflemoon^  aglEdii,  most  of  the  seats  Were  full,  and  the 
people  were  very  quiet,  while  Ah-liang  lifted  up  Jesus. 
I  never  heard  Christ  preached  in  a  plainer  way  before. 
He  speaks  with  power.  You  can  tell  that  the  words  come 
from  his  heart;  H^  is  beginning  to  speak  the  dialect  of 
this  plaoe^  too,  so  that  now  he  is  doubly  useful. 

<<  We  are  trying  to  get  a  place  for  a  boys'  school  here, 
but  have  not  yet  succeeded.  We  could  have  a  day-school 
at  any  time,  but  have  no  place  for  it;  Mrs.  £.  Fishe  has 
hired  a  room,  and  has  a  school  of  twelve  girls ;  and  could 
have  more,  but  is  obliged  to  refuse  for  want  of  room. 

''The  Lord  is  keeping  us  in  peace  and  safety,  and  in 
health,  with  the  exception  of  colds.  .  ^  .  '' 
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Mr.  E.  F18HE  sends  the  following  interesting  acoonnt  of 
a  recent  missionary  journey  undertaken  by  him  and  Wong- 
Lffi-djiin: — 

''....  In  my  last  I  told  you  that  I  hoped  to  pay  a 
visit  to  a  hien  city,  called  Sien-kyii,  ninety  H  further  up 
this  river.  On  Tuesday  last  (Nov.  15)  I  started  in  com- 
pany with  Wong-LsB-djiin.  We  left  by  the  wefit  gate, 
crossing  the  river  by  a  bridge  of  boats,  and  proceeding  along 
the  south  bank  of  the  river  in  a  westerly  directioil.  Our  way 
for  twenty  li  lay  through  a  valley  at  the  foot  of  a  range  of 
high  hills.  This  valley  is  one  vast  tallow  orchard.  The 
country  people  were  busy  plucking  the  tallow  berries. 
Little  rice  seems  to  be  grown ;  but  wheat,  beans,  garlic,  and, 
sad  to  say,  opium,  axe  raised  pretty  abundantly.  When 
we  had  walked  twenty  li,  we  crossed  the  river  by  ferry  to  the 
north  bank.  Here  we  passed  through  groves  of  bamboo 
trees.  After  a  walk  of  five  li  we  came  to  a  place  called 
M6-deo,  a  small  hamlet,  and  found  a  placard  posted  up  on 

house,  which  we  thought  was  a  yiao«yin  [agitating 
report]  concerning  us,  but  found  it  was  about  the  Kwa-tai 
[rogues?]  in  Nan-kin.  About  five  li  after  leaving  M6-deo, 
we  again  crossed  the  river  by  ferry  to  the  south  bank,  and 
walked  for  about  half  a  li  through  what  seemed  to  be 
waste  ground,  on  which  the  river  flows  in  the  rainy 
season.  The  river  here  grows  gradually  narrower,  having 
numerous  sand-banks  stretohing  out  into  it,  also  many 
rapids.  Our  path  here  and  there  lay  along  the  side  of  a 
hill,  which  towered  above  us  for  hundreds  of  feet,  while 
the  river  was  lying  from  one  to  two  hundred  feet  below  us, 
the  banks  being  very  precipitous*  At  one  time  we  came 
to  a  gaily-painted  lian-t'ing  [a  roof  on  high  pillars,  in- 
tended as  a  shelter  from  the  intense  heat  in  summer] 
and  temple,  all  in  one ;  at  another,  to  one  very  dilapi- 
dated, the  gods  looking  the  worse  for  wear.    It  is  sad 
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to  see  the  marks  of  Satan's  rule  all  about,  wliile  the 
-works  of  Qodf  above,  below,  and  around,  bear  witness 
to  His  great  wisdom  and  migbt.  We  arrived  at  Bah-shii- 
yang  at  dusk,  and  took  up  our  abode  at  a  good  voen-pu 
[?  inn}.  It  was  quickly  noised  abroad  tbat  a  bong-mao- 
nying  [red-haired  manl|  had  arrived,  so  that  we  soon  had 
a  goodly  number  of  spectators  looking  at  us  eating  our 
supper.  Next  morning,  after  taking  our  rice,  we  arranged 
a  number  of  books  on  a  table,  and  soon  sold  a  good  many* 
Lee-djiin  preached  Christ  to  them.  At  about  ten  a.m., 
we  started  off  with  a  good  supply  of  books,  and  called  at 
nearly  every  house  we  came  to,  selling  a  Testament,  a 
Gospel  tract,  or  one  against  opiimi-eating,  and  sometimes 
a  set  of  books,  at  each  place. 

We  thus  passed  through  more  than  half  of  the  town, 
and  then  eat  our  tsin-vcen  [mid-day  meal],  and  started  off 
for  the  remaining  half  of  the  town.  We  sold  a  few  more 
books  that  day.  Some-  poor  old  women  especially  seemed 
vezy  eager  to  get  them,  and  persuaded  others  to  buy. 
Bah-shii-yang  is  50  li  ^m  the  fu  city  T'ai-chau.  On 
Thursday  morning  we  had  an  early  breakfast,  and  started 
for  a  place  about  three  li  from  Bah-shii-yang,  where 
there  is  a  small  ling  [moimtain-pass],  a  temple  being  on 
the  top.  A  number  of  new  gods  were  standing  about,  all 
but  two  being  unpainted,  and  the  mud  they  are  made  of 
being  quite  dross,  the  figures  are  cracked  all  over,  just  like 
the  mud  on  a  river  bank,  on  a  hot  summer  day.  Outeide 
Bah-shii-yang  there  is  a  ruined  pagoda,  on  a  hill  about 
eight  li  from  the  above  ling.  When  we  reached  the  top, 
wd  saw  the  river  right  in  front,  and  about  150  feet  below  us. 
About  three  li  from  the  south  bank  of  the  river  we  noticed 
a  large  village. .  After  crossing  the  last  ling  we  walked 
three  li,  and  came  to  a  small  town  called  Da-lu-jii-tsong. 
After  another  five  11  we  came  to  a  village,  'O-ko,  where 
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we  sold  a  few  tracts.  We  again  walked  five  li,  and 
came  to  a  large  village  called  YiarfUi  and  found  it  was  a 
Z-nyih  (market-daj),  so  we  stopped  and  sold  a  great  nnm* 
ber  of  tracts.  Between  this  and  liu-krii,  we  came  to  no 
place 'worth  mentioning.  Three  li  outside  the  city  we 
crossed  a  small  ling,  and  saw  the  city  lying  before  na. 
There  is  the  dry  bed  of  a  large  mountain  stream  outside  the 
last  gate.  We  entered  this  gate  and  found  the  Oonfiician 
temple  a  little  way  up  the  street.  Also  a  Veng-ming-leo 
[kind  of  pagoda],  whidi  is  being  repaired.  It  bears  marks 
of  haying  been  very  sumptuously  adorned  once.  Olose  to 
the  Confucian  temple  another  large  temple  is  being  built. 
The  main  street,  from  east  to  west,  is  fiye  li  long,  and  very 
busy.  The  city  has  suffered  from  the  rebels,  but  is  being 
rebuilt.  There  are  only  three  V»u-pu  [lodging-bouses  or 
inns?]  in  the  city.  We  arrived  early  on  Thursday 
afternoon.  Twenty  minutes  after  our  arrival  we  started 
off  to  sell  more  of  our  books,  and  worked  our  way  as 
far  as  the  Yiin-li  [residence  of  the  district  magistrate], 
when  it  began  to  rain;  so  we  went  back  to  our  lodg- 
ings, and  sold  to  comers-in.  Friday,  we  found,  was 
market  day,  so  we  sallied  forth  early,  and  soon  sold  all  the 
books  and  tracts  we  had  left.  On  our  way  back  we  noticed 
many  of  our  sheet  tracts  pasted  up.  We  had  several  demands 
for  books,  but  not  having  any  we  were  obliged  to  tell  them 
so,  promising  to  go  again  and  bring  more.  The  journey  by 
water  is  difficult,  owing  to  the  rapids  in  the  river,  but  by 
dividing  the  land  journey  into  two  stages,  50  and  40  li,  it 
is  easUy  accomplished.  To  T'ien-t^ai  overland  it  is  90  li. 
These  two  cities  could  be  easily  worked  from  here ;  so  I 
hope,  with  God's  kelp  and  guidance,  to  try  and  get  out- 
stations  iQ  each. 
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OCOASIONAIi  PAPEB,  No.  26. 
«  Hitherto  baye  je  asked  notlung  in  mj  zuime." 

East  Geinstead, 

June,  1871. 
Mt  Deab  Fbiends,  . 

I  AM  glad  to  submit  to  you,  in  the  following  pages, 

a   resum6  of  the  operations  of  our  Mission  in  China, 

together  with  a  statement  of  account  during  another  year. 

Whilst  we  have  not  had  the  privilege  of  sending  forth 

more  labourers,  nor  seen  such  extension  of  the  Mission  as 

we  could  have  desired — ^we  may  nevertheless  with  gratitude 

affirm,  that  at  most  of  the  stations  steady  progression  and 

consolidation  of  the  work  are  noticeable. 

Nor  should  we  overlook  the  encouraging  facts,  that 

where  the  Missionaries  may  be  said  really  to  have  obtained 

a  footing,  there  have  been  conversions  to  God,  and  the 

number  of  children  in  the  schools  has  decidedly  augmented. 

We  have,   indeed,  not  been  free  from  anxieties,  arising 

partly    from    the    excited     state    of    China    generally 

(especially  in  connexion  with  the  late  TIen-tsin  massacre), 

and  from  the  declining  health  of  dear  Mr.  Taylor ;  but  we 

have  looked  unto  the  Lord,  and  found  Him  a  very  present 

help  in  time  of  perplexity  and  trouble.      During  the  same 

period,  Mr.  Taylor  also,  as  you  are  aware,  has  been  called 

to  pass  through  the  deepest  waters  of  affliction,  in  the  loss 

of  his  beloved  wife  and  child.  He  is  endeavouring  to  arrange 

the  affairs  of  the  Mission  so  as  to  admit  of  his  returning 

to  fjugland  some  time  this  year,  though  we  must  not  reckon 

over  confidently  upon  this,  as  matters  in  China  may  at  any 

moment  become  too  complicated  to  allow  of  his  leaving. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meadows  also  will  probably  soon  be  on 
their  way  home.  Mr.  M.  went  to  China  in  the  year  1862, 
and  has  done  (under  God)  good  service  to  the  cause.  His 
health  is  considerably  enfeebled;  but  we  trust  the  rest 
and  change  which  he  will  obtain  in  hisr  native  country  will 
speedily  effect  his  restoration. 

Whether  the  reported  document  of  the  Chinese  (Jovem- 
ment,  purporting  to  restrict  very  seriously  the  operations  of 
the  Missionaries,  is  authentic,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
ascertain. 

Pending  the  present  lull,  our  Missionaries  will  prosecute 
their  work,  we  doubt  not,  with  energy  and  faith,  trusting 
that  the  door  which  God  has  opened  thus  far  vriU  not  be 
closed  against  them. 

Effective  Mission  work  in  China  is  confessedly  not  easy 
of  accomplishment,  and  the  fluctuations  we  have  experienced 
have  been  no  greater  than  we  might  reasonably  expect. 
The  seed,  however,  is  cast  into  the  ground,  though,  like 
the  husbandman,  we  need  long  patience  and  faith  ere  we 
shall  put  in  the  sickle,  and  gather  the  sheaves  into  the 
garner. 

The  distance  of  the  field  of  labour  renders  it  very  difficult 
for  us  to  carry  on  satisfactorily  an  intimate  correspondence. 
Some  of  our  friends  may  not  be  aware  that  we  cannot 
receive  replies  to  our  letters  sooner  than  from  four  to  five 
months  from  the  time  of  their  being  posted  in  England. 
This  involves  much  delay,  and,  in  some  circumstances,  con- 
siderable perplexity. 

In  the  matter  of  funds,  the  need  of  the  Mission  has  been 
met,  though  the  income  &om  home  sources  has  declined 
very  considerably ;  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  heavy  demands 
for  the  suffering  ones  at  the  seat  of  the  late  war.  The 
decrease  does  not  appear  in  the  balance-sheet  so  larg^  as  it 
really  is,  in  consequence  of  several  large  sums  having  been 
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received  in  China,  which,  being  exceptional,  will  not,  in 

aU  probability,  recur — ^at  least  to  the  same  extent.  I  trust, 

however,  the  general  sympathy  for  the  dear   labourers 

in  such  an  arduous  and,  at  times,  dangerous  field,  has  not 

abated,  and  that  they  have  had,  and  continue  to  enjoy,  the 

benefit  of  the  fervent  prayers  of  all  the  friends  of  the  work. 

1  deeply  regret  that  I  am  unable,  from  many   pressing 

duties,  to  bring  the  daims  of  China,  and  the  distinctive 

features  of  our  Mission,  before  our  friends  in  person  from 

time  to  time ;  and  that,  from  lack  of  the  pen  of  the  ready 

writer,  I  can  do  Httle  more  than  supply  information  through 

the  Occasional  Papers,  as  I  receive  it,  concerning  this  great 

and  glorious  work — for  a  greatwork  I  do  indeed  consider  it. 

Thanking  you,  dear  friends,  most  cordially,  for  all  your 

kindness, 

I  remain,  sincerely  and  gratefully, 

Tours  in  our  Lord, 

William  Thos.  Bsbgeb. 
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STJMMAET    OP    THE    WOEK, 
Far  the  yewr  ending  March  1,  1871. 

Before  tracing  the  history,  during  the  ahoTe  period,  of 
the  work  of  the  Lord  in  China,  with  which  we  are  more 
particularly  associated,  and  in  aiding  which  we  have  had 
the  priTilege  of  bearing  a  part,  we  would  remark,  that  for 
many  months  past,  popular  feeling  in  many  places  in  that 
coimtry  has  been  greatly  excited  against  foreigners,  and 
especially  against  Missionaries,  resulting  in  one  deplorable 
instance  in  the  cruel  murder  in  cold  blood,  and  with  every 
circumstance  of  atrocity,  of  a  number  of  !Roman  Catholic 
Sisters  of  Mercy  and  other  foreign  residents.  We  allude 
to  the  sad  affair  at  Tien-tsin  of  last  summer. 

With  feelings  of  deep  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  we 
would  record,  that  the  lives  of  our  Protestant  brethren 
throughout  China  have  been  preserved,  and  their  persons, 
BO  far  as  we  know,  respected;  though  in  some  of  their 
stations  scenes  of  violence,  pillage,  and  destruction  have 
been  enacted  by  the  excited  and  misled  populace,  at  the 
instigation  of  evilly-disposed  persons  of  the  better  class. 
No  such  disaster  has  occurred  at  any  of  our  stations,  though 
precautions  against  a  possible  outbreak  had,  in  one  or 
two  instances,  to  be  taken,  such  as  the  withdrawal  for 
a  time  of  female  labourers,  and  the  keeping  within 
doors  of  our  brethren  in  charge. 

In  consequence  of  this  state  of  things,  pioneering,  and 
the  establishment  of  new  stations  and  outposts  by  our 
Missionaries,  have  been  to  some  extent  hindered;  biit  at 
the  existing  spheres  of  effort,  the  general  progress  of  the 
work  has  been,  though  not  all  we  could  wish,  such  as  we 
might  have  hoped  for  under  the  drcimistances. 
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The  ezcitement  haying  passed  away,  we  are  eamestlj 
looking  forward  to  a  time  of  great  blessing  and  refreshing 
from  the  Lord,  in  connexion  with  Missionary  operations 
in  China — a  hope  which,  we  trust,  will  not  be  blighted  by 
the  reported  restrictive  action  of  the  Government  of  that 
country  towards  Missionaries  who  are  residing  in  other 
places  than  the  Treaty  Forts.  As  our  Mission  so  largely 
contemplates  inland  work — as  this  is,  so  to  speak,  the 
cause  of  its  existence,  it  will  readHy  be  understood  how 
greatly  such  action  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  would 
hamper  our  movements  and  impede  our  progress.  We 
cannot  but  feel  the  present  to  be  pecidiarly  a  time  when  the 
Lord's  people  should  bear  upon  their  hearts,  and  remember 
to  plead  for,  the  welfare  of  His  Church  and' the  furtherance 
of  His  Kingdom  of  Kighteousness  in  this  ancient  and  in- 
teresting country.  And  yet  we  would  never  forget  that  the 
work  we  have  undertaken  is  not  ours,  but  God's ;  and,  so 
that  we  fulfil  our  mission,  to  Him  we  may  safely  leave  the 
ultimate  issue  of  events,  in  the  assured  conviction  that  His 
purposes  of  love  and  mercy  towards  the  millions  of  China, 
wiU  ere  |ong  be  inevitably  and  fully  accomplished. 

TS1N*G-KIANG-P*U.— Precarious  health  and  other  causes 
having  detained  Mr.  Keid  at  Chin-kiatig  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  last  twelve  months,  operations  at  Ts^ng-kiang- 
p'u  have  somewhat  languished  in  consequence.  Until 
quite  recently,  Chu  Sin-sai^o  has  continued  here,  exhibiting 
a  diligence  and  earnestness,  which  we  doubt  not  is  pleasing 
in  the  Lord's  sight,  and  will  ensure  blessing  to  our  brother's 
soul.  Since  his  leaving,  on  account  of  ill-health,  Cu-ying- 
TSi2r,«a  native  of  Ning-po,  has  taken  his  place.  This  city 
forms  at  present  the  most  northerly  station  of  our  Mission, 
(see  O.P.,  No.  xxii.  p.  384) ;  and  though,  o^ving  to  political 
and  popular  troubles,  together  with  sickness  and  consequent 
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shortness  of  tlie  supply  of  labourers,  it  was  found  impracti- 
cable to  send  any  Missionary  to  reside  here  in  Mr.  Bbid's 
stead,  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  neither  this,  nor  any 
other  station  similarly  circumstanced,  has  had  to  be  given 
up.  Though  the  number  of  native  members  in  fellowship 
here  is  only  two,  yet  nine  have  been  received  during  the 
year ;  the  explanation  being,  that  some  have  removed  else- 
where on  their  own  account,  or  been  taken  to  assist  in 
Mission  work  at  other  stations,  or  have  been  induced  to 
absent  themselves,  through  fear  of  being  involved  in 
the  persecutions  which  seemed  to  threaten  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  this  part. 

Services  are  conducted  twice  on  each  Lord's  Day,  and 
the  Chapel  is  open  for  inquirers  and  preaching  every 
day. 

YANG-CHAU. — At  this  station,  which  was  opened  by 
Mr.  Taylor  in  June,  1868,  and  from  which  he  and  his 
household  were  shortly  after  expelled  for  a  time,  there  are 
now  twenty-three  native  Christians  in  Church  fellowship — 
seven  of  this  number  having  been  received  during  the  year. 
There  are  six  candidates  for  baptism,  all  very  hopeful  casea, 
and  several  inqturers.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Church  has 
been  diminished  by  the  removal  of  one  of  its  members 
to  Hang-chau,  and  the  putting  of  three  others  under 
discipline. 

The  Chapel  is  open  on  every  day  of  the  week,  as  well  as 
Sundays,  and  the  Services  are  numerous.  Fourteen  of  the 
converts  have  occasionally  taken  part  in  the  prayer-meet- 
ings, whilst  four  have  assisted  in  precu^hing  to  the  people 
on  the  truths  of  the  Gospel,  or  the  ^^  doctrine  of  Jesus 
Christ,"  as  the  Chinese  term  it. 

There  are  two  stated  native  helpers.  One  of  them,  Cu 
S-meo  is  a  Bible- woman.  Both  are  very  devoted.  The  latter 
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is  referred  to  in  the  subjoined  extracts,  and  also  by  Mr.  Beid, 
p.  88.  When  we  bear  in  mind  tbe  yarions  liindrances  to 
the  work  here, — the  withering  effects  of  the  late  excitement, 
and  the  serious  illnesses  and  consequent  absence  for  a  time 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judd,  we  may  look  upon  these  results 
of  the  year's  toil  with  satisfaction,  mingled  with  gratitude 
to  Him  who  alone  has  brought  them  to  pass.  Compared 
with  the  previous  year,  there  is  not  so  much  apparent  fruit; 
but  if  it  was  what  our  brother  Judd  in  a  late  letter  calls  it, 
'^  a  time  of  testing  alike  to  natives  and  ourselves,"  it  will 
have  been  a  most  valuable  season  to  all  concerned. 

House  visitation  is  carried  on  with  some  success,  as  op- 
l)ortunity  offers,  by  Mrs.  Judd  and  the  Bible- woman.  Mr. 
Judd  has  fourteen  boys  in  his  school,  namely,  six  day- 
scholars  and  eight  boarders.  Eight  boys  have  been  added, 
eight  removed,  and  one  dismissed  during  the  year.  Of 
those  removed  three  are  now  in  work,  and  one  of  them  is 
a  decided  Christian.  Two  of  those  at  present  in  the  school 
have  been  received  into  Church  fellowship,  and  are  walk- 
ing consistently;  whilst  two  more  are  very  promising 
candidates  for  baptism.  One  Christian  boy  has  been  ap- 
prenticed and  outfitted  by  our  brother.  The  teacher's 
name  is  Wang  Shu  T^ang.  The  school,  as  well  as  the 
chapel  attendance,  has  suffered  through  the  effects  of  the 
late  excitement. 

The  boarding  and  day  school  of  Miss  Desobaz  con- 
sisted, at  the  time  of  her  last  writing,  of  two  day-scholars 
and  five  boarders.  It  is  probable  she  may  shortly  remove 
to  Chin-kiang  to  carry  on  a  similar  kind  of  school  there ; 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judd  are  much  in  prayer  to  know 
whether  or  not  they  shoidd  take  up  this  school  also,  in 
addition  to  their  other  work.  It  may  be  well  to  repeat 
here  that  both  Miss  Desoraz,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judd, 
are  looking  to  God  alone  for  the  supplies  required  for 
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carrying  on  their  respective  schools.  Hitherto,  we  belieTe, 
their  need  has  been  met. 

From  Mrs.  JuDD,  March  23rd,  1871.— "  .  .  .  With  so 
many  little  new-comers  to  provide  more  clothing  for,  I  have 
been  very  busy  lately,  and  feel  grateful  that,  through  the 
Lord's  goodness,  my  strength  has  been  sufficient.  Poor 
little  fellows!  when  they  come  they  do  look  to  be  sadly 
needing  some  care ;  but  after  a  few  baths  and  good  food 
they  look  quite  diflterent  boys,  and  have  no  wish  to  return 
home  again.  But  worse  than  their  physical  state  is  their 
moral  condition.  Like  the  majority  of  their  countrymen, 
they  think  nothing  of  telling  falsehoods,  deceiving,  and 
stealing,  and  it  is  sometimes  a  long  time  ere  they  leam  to 
tell  the  truth.  Still  we  look  to  God  to  change  their  hearts 
and  make  them  new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus;  then,  old 
things  wiU  pass  away.     .     ." 

Befening  to  her  Bible-woman,  our  sister  remarks, 
'^  The  Lord  seems  to  have  taught  her  much ;  and  she 
is  so  earnest  in  seeking  the  salvation  of  those  around  her. 
Often  when  she  is  talking  to  women,  she  says  to  them, 
*  Why  do  I  spend  so  much  time  and  strength  in  teaching 
you  to  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  ?  Because  God  has  to]d 
us  in  His  Word,  to  love  our  neighbours  as  ourselves.'  She 
continues,  *  I  cannot  take  your  body  and  care  for  it,  but  I 
think  of  your  never-dying  soul ;  and  since  I  know,  through 
Gt)d's  grace,  what  it  is  to  have  my  sins  forgiven,  and  to 
have  a  sure  hope  of  eternal  life,  I  long  that  you  should 
know  it  too." 

Mr.  JxTDD  also  writes,  about  throe  weeks  later :  — 
'' .  .  .  God  is  again  cheering  our  hearts  in  the  conversion  of 
soids.  On  March  27th  five  believers  were  baptised  at  Yang- 
chau.  One  of  these.  Gang,  has  been  greatly  tried  by  his 
friends,  as  well  as  turned  out  of  his  shop  by  the  landlord,  who 
has  taken  the  business  for  himseK,  greatly  to  the  apparent 
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loss  of  our  Christiaii  brother.  Another  of  them,  Chee,  I 
employ  in  selling  Scriptures,  &c.,  as  he  has  not  been  able 
to  get  work  again,  in  any  place  where  he  might  come  to 
chapel  on  Lord's  Day.  Huang  K'eh-oong  is  the  boy  whom 
you  may  remember  we  took  in  from  a  military  mandarin, 
so  very  badly  diseased  in  all  his  body,  especially  in  his 
limbs.  [See  O.P.,  xxv.  p.  64.]  Another,  Wang  Nai-nai, 
is  a  veiy  poor  widow,  who  formerly  lived  with  her  daughter 
and  son-in-law  (Mohammedans),  and  who,  now  she  is  a 
Christian,  will  not  keep  her.  There  are  also  a  few  more 
candidates  for  baptism ;  among  them  are  three  or  four 
boys  in  the  school.  One  of  these  is  a  day-scholar,  who  is 
apparently  greatly  in  earnest  about  his  soul.  He  comes  to 
our  evening  worship  every  night  after  his  supper.  Tsiu 
Sin-sang,  an  accountant  in  a  dye-house,  who  was  baptised 
about  a  year  ago,  has  been  turned  away  by  his  employer,  be- 
cause he  leaves  the  shop  to  attend  the  Lord's  Day  meetings. 
These  two  last  mentioned  brethren  have,  I  think,  shown  very 
clearly  that  they  have  not  become  followers  of  Jesus  for 
the  sake  of  wordly  gain. 

''We  have  great  reason  to  think  that  blessing  has  already 
attended  the  work  and  prayers  of  the  Bible-woman  whom 
the  Lord  has  given  us.      The  widow,  Wang,  who  was 
baptised  on  March  27,  we  believe  to  have  been  in  a  great 
measure  the  fruit  of  her  work.     Another  woman,  who  has 
for  many  jeaxs  been  abstaining  from  all  animal  food,  as  a 
deed  of  merit,  now  gives  us  ground  to  think  that  she  has 
given  up  her  false  hopes,  for  faith  in  the  precious  blood  of 
Jesius  Christ.      She  tells  her  neighbours  that  she  believes 
in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus,  and  exhorts  them  to  do  the  same. 
It  is  not  easy  for  the  Chinese  to  profess  the  name  of  Jesus 
in  the  presence  of  their  countrymen,  especially  before  those 
whom  they  have  formerly  known.     Our  brother  Cang  went 
with  me  to  a  town  not  very  far  from  Yang-chau  to  preach , 
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and  distribute  books  and  tracts.  We  met  with  two  native 
gentlemen  who  knew  him  formerly.  After  hearing  him 
•speak  a  few  words  of  the  GK)spel,  they  turned  away  with 
a  sneer  and  said — *  Are  you  not  a  native  of  this  country  ?' 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  imply,  what  are  you  doing  with  this 
foreign  doctrine  ?  A  great  many  persons  in  that  place, 
Sein  Lu-miao,  heard  the  Word,  and  a  large  number  of 
books  and  tracts  were  sold  at  nominal  prices." 

In  the  extract  which  follows,  our  brother  speaks  of 
another  formidable  diflB.culty  in  the  way  of  the  advance  of 
Ohristianity  in  China — ancestral  worship.  .  .  "'That,'" 
called  out  a  Chinaman  after  me  the  other  day,  '  is  a  man 
who  does  not  honour  his  ancestors.'  Aind  such  is  the 
general  idea.  They  despise  us  as  being  beneath  the  grade 
of  mefif  because  they  say  we  refuse  to  honour  the  persons 
from  whose  body  we  spring,  and  to  whom  we  owe  our  being. 
This  is  Satan's  stronghold  in  China.  Idolatry  is  com- 
paratively weak,  but  the  worship  of  ancestors  is  deeply 
rooted  in  all  classes,  whether  Buddhists,  Taouists,  or  Con- 
fucianists.  One  may  say  almost  anything  against  idolatry 
without  giving  any  general  offence ;  but  the  least  word 
against  ancestral  worship,  and  their  anger  is  immediately 
roused." 

• 

CHIN-EIANG. — ^It  is  only  since  December  last  that  a 
chapel  in  connexion  with  our  Mission  was  opened  in  this 
city,  and  definite  evangelization  commenced;  yet  already 
the  native  members  in  fellowship  number  seven,  and  there 
are  two  candidates.  One  of  the  latter  is  a  very  hopeful 
case.  The  wife  of  the  other  is  the  Bible- woman  already 
referred  to  as  working  under  Mrs.  Judd.  Tsn;  Six- 
sang  has  been  of  late  assisting  here,  but  is  not  permanently 
settled,  being  only  lent  for  a  while  from  the  work  at 
Ning-po. 
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At  present  we  liave  no  echool  in  tliis  city,  but  Mr. 
Taylob  contemplates  opening  one  shortly. 

The  Printing  Press  is  still  actively  at  work  here,  and 
through  its  agency  the  missionaries,  evangelists,  converts, 
and  schools  at  the  different  stations,  are  supplied  with  the 
Scriptures,  and  with  tracts,  religious  and  educational 
books,  &c.,  in  the  iEomanised  character.  Its  usefulness  is 
thus  on  the  increase.  Many  of  the  employes  of  the  Press 
are  Christians. 

Mr.  Charles  Pishe  and  Mr.  Beid  are  residing  at  this 
station,  the  latter  only  temporarily.  Besides  these,  Mr. 
Taylor  has,  for  some  time  past,  taken  up  his  abode  here. 
In  fact  he  has,  more  or  less,  made  this  place  his  head- 
quarters since  the  departure  of  his  beloved  wife  to  be  *'  for 
ever  with  the  Lord,"  on  the  23rd  of  July  last,  whilst  they 
were  on  a  visit  here.  Precious  memories,  for  all  who  were 
privileged  to  witness  the  last  hours  on  earth  of  this  much- 
loved  and  greatly-valued  servant  of  Christ,  cling  around 
this  mission-house  ;  whilst  all  that  w&ls  mortal  of  our 
departed  sister,  and  three  of  her  little  ones,  lies  in  the 
neighbouring  foreign  cemetery.  It  is  not  difficult,  there- 
fore, to  appreciate  the  motives  which  would  lead  a  bereaved 
husband  and  father  to  try,  so  far  as  duties  and  claims 
might  allow,  to  make  his  home  in  a  place  so  replete  to  him 
with  haUowed  associations. 

Whilst  reflecting  on  the  purpose  of  our  Heavenly  Father 
in  taking  to  Himself  the  beloved  Mrs.  Taylor,  our  hearts 
are  full  of  sorrow  and  regret;  yet  would  we  bow  in  humble 
acquiescence,  and  say,  in  ihe  words  of  our  Divine  Master, 
"Even  so,  Father,  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  Thy  sight." 
Hers  was  indeed  a  useful  life.  To  us  its  prolongation 
appeared  necessary,  for  her  dear  husband's  sake,  the 
children's,  and  the  work's.  But  the  Lord  saw  differently. 
Her  knowledge  of  the  Chinese,  their  language,  customs, 
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modes  of  thought,  &c.,  was  at  once  comprehensive  and 
intimate ;  and  at  the  yeiy  time  of  her  last  iUness  she  was 
engaged  in  writing  and  correcting  important  works  for  the 
Press.  She  is  gone ;  she  has  ceased  from  her  labours ;  she 
sleeps  in  Jesus.  Her  sun  went  down  while  yet  in  its 
meridian,  and  the  place  on  earth  which  knew  her,  which 
she  so  efficiently  and  untiringly  filled,  will  know  her  again 
no  more.  It  remains  for  us  to  imitate  so  bright  an  ex- 
ample. ''Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  .  . 
they  rest  from  their  labours,  and  their  works  do  follow 
them." 

The  following  is  from  Mr.  Beid  : — 

"  I  am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  report  a  hopeful  state  of 
the  work  at  Chin-kiang.  The  people  seem  to  be  more 
willing  to  hear,  and  come  in  large  numbers.  One  man  is 
an  inquirer.  It  appears  he  fbrst  got  a  book  from  Mr. 
Harvey,  when  the  latter  visitedLuh-hoHien  [See  O.P.xxv., 
p.  52.]  a  district  not  far  from  Nan-kin.  This  book  he  read, 
and  afterwards,  when  he  was  in  Nan-kin,  went  to  hear 
Mr.  H.  preach.  He  has  lately  been  attending  our  chapel, 
and  now  desires  baptism.  To-day,  Mr.  C.  Fishe  and  I 
examined  him,  and  we  hope  he  is  really  sincere.  Still  his 
baptism  will  be  deferred  until  we  have  had  more  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  him.  I  cannot  refrain  from  teUing  you 
of  the  case  of  my  teacher's  wife,  who  was  the  first  baptised 
in  Ts'ing-kiang-p'u.  It  was  very  strange  ;  yet,  doubtless, 
it  will  be  seen  to  have  been  of  the  Lord,  that  she  came  to 
Ts'ing-kiang-p'u.  My  teacher  asked  me  if  it  would  be 
convenient  for  her  to  come  to  live  with  him,  she  l^en  being 
in  Nan-kin.  I  told  him  that,  if  he  woidd  bring  her  up, 
we  could  arrange  for  her  to  live  with  him  on  the  premises. 
Accordingly  she  came.  For  the  first  few  weeks  she  seemed 
to  be  very  shy,  and,  knowing  the  disposition  of  Chinese 
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women,  I  took  no  notice.  She  only  came  occasionally  to 
the  Seryices ;  but  her  apartments  being  close  to  the  room 
where  we  had  worship,  and  only  separated  from  it  by  a 
thin  board  petition,  she  could  not  avoid  hearing  the  whole. 
Soon  after  my  arrival  in  Chin-kiang,  I  was  surprised  to 
hear,  by  letter  frbm  Chii  Sin-sang,  that  she  had  professed 
faith  in  the  Saviour,  and  had  been  baptised;  and  not  until 
I  saw  her  at  Yang-chau,  some  days  ago,  would  I  believe 
that  so  great  a  change  had  taken  place.  I  shall  not  soon 
forget  my  impressions  on  seeing  her.  Unlike  the  once 
timid  and  unsociable  woman,  she  came  with  joy  to  welcome 
me,  feeling,  doubtless,  that  she  now  knew  me  better  than 
before.  Her  face  was  beaming,  and  it  did  my  soxQ  good  to 
see  her.  In  conversation  with  me  next  day  she  said, 
'  I  have  been  yer^  wicked,  and  was  earnest  in  serving 
Satan.  I  woidd  rise  up  early  to  adore  idols,  and  was 
zealous  in  worshipping  my  ancestors.  My  husband  did 
not  seem  to  believe  in  worshipping  £u-sah  so  much  as  I 
did,  and  I  would  often  rebuke  him  for  bowing  so  carele8sl3 
to  the  idol,  or  before  the  ancestral  tablet ;  and  would  tell 
my  female  neighbours  that  my  husband  was  more  clumsy 
than  any  of  theirs  in  acts  of  worship.  When  I  came  to 
Ts4ng-kiang-p^u,  my  husband  said  to  me,  '^  You  must  not 
tell  lies  here,  or  do  wickedly ;  you  must  pray  to  God,  and 
worship  Jesus."  But  I  did  not  believe;  and  while  you 
were  having  worship,  would  often  stay  in  my  room  and 
play  with  an  abacus,  or  something  else,  to  make  a  noise, 
that  I  should  not  hear.  "When  you  left  to  go  to  Chin- 
kiang  I  beg^an  to  read  myself;  and,  shortly  after,  when  I 
left  the  preaching  hall  to  go  to  lodgings,  I  still  continued 
to  read,  and  felt  I  must  pray.  I  do  not  know  why,  but 
I  then  began  to  feel  that  I  was  a  sinner,  and  in  my  prayers 
would  ask  Jesus  to  wash  away  my  sins.  And  now,'  con- 
tinued she,  *  He  has  done  it,  and  I  know  I  am  saved.    I 
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aftenr ards  went  to  Chii  Bin-sang,  and  told  him  I  wanted 
to  be  baptised.  Some  other  women  tried  to  persuade 
me  not,  but  I  told  them  they  should  not  hinder  me.' 

"The  poor  dear  woman  seems  very  anxious  for  her 
husband,  and  wept  when  she  alluded  to  him,  and  begged 
me  to  be  faithful  in  speaking  to  him,  and  to  pray  for 
him.     .     .     ." 

NAN- KIN. — Owing  to  a  variety  of  adverse  causes,  quite 
beyond  the  control  of  the  Missionaries — sickness,  the  oc- 
currence of  the  triennial  literary  andmilitaiy  examinations, 
the  kidnapping  reports,  and  the  murder  of  the  Viceroy 
Ma, — but  little  progress  has  been  made  in  this  metropolis 
of  Central  China.  Indeed  Mr.  Duncan,  writing  on  March 
8th,  is  somewhat  discouraged  at  the  prospects  of  their 
work.  He  says,  **The  people  seem  so  suspicious  of  us, 
and  keep  themselves  very  much  aloof.  We  find  it  very 
difiBicult  to  get  access  to  them,  and  make  them  feel  that 
we  really  desire  their  good.  Since  the  excitement  there 
was  about  the  kidnapping,  a  stronger  feeling  of  animosity 
appears  to  be  prevalent,  and  greater  doubts  are  entertcdned 
by  them  as  to  our  good  intentions,  in  locating  ourselves 
among  them.  It  appears  as  if  it  will  take  a  long  time  to 
conciliate  their  prejudices  and  induce  them  to  have  favour- 
able opinions  of  us.  May  the  Lord  cause  this  wilderness 
to  blossom  and  fruit  to  appear." 

Beferring  to  the  school  which  had  been  opened  a  short 
time  previously  to  the  occurrence  of  the  popular  excite- 
ment, our  brother  continues,  ''"We  were  obliged  to  dose 
our  school  during  the  examinations  last  summer,  and  re- 
rented  the  house  [in  which  it  was  held]  to  the  landlord  for 
three  months.  During  that  time  the  landlord  died,  and  his 
widow  and  friends  refused  to  vacate  the  house,  but  advised 
us  to  acquire  a  large  amount  of  merit  by  letting  them  have 
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«         • 

the  deposit-money  we  had  giv^n  for  the  house,  which  was 
$50.  This  we  could  not  do,  but  were  obliged  to  give 
up  the  house,  and  with  difficulty  managed  to  get  back  the 
deposit-money.  We  have  not  had  any  school  since  ;  but 
Mr.  Harvey  thinks  of  opening  one  soon." 

The  chapel  attendance  being  still  but  small,  our  breth- 
ren frequently  go  out  distributing  boc^  or  tracts,  and 
preaching  the  glad  tidings  wherever  they  find  opportunity. 
By  these  means  many  have  heard  or  read  the  truth,  who 
"  would  not  otherwise  have  done  so.  Three  native  Chiistians 
are  in  fellowship. 

The  state  of  Mr.  Du^cAir's  health  has  been  such  as  io 
cause  anxiety,  but  by  latest  accounts  it  has  much  improved. 
He  was  about  to  accompany  Mr.  Meadows  on  a  visit  to 
Qun-k*ing,  where  we  hope  he  may  be  the  means  of  much 
blessing,  and  himself  be  benefited. 

Mr.  Haevey  is  now  associated  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duw- 
CAW  and  Miss  Bowteb,  in  the  work  here.  Having  in  view 
the  importance  of  this  ciiy,  its  vast  population,  and  the 
opposition  to  the  truth  so  generally  manifested,  we  ^^I^itiTt 
the  workers  for  God  here  have  a  strong  claim  upon  our 
sympathies  and  prayers.  Bealising  and  appreciating,  as 
far  aa  we  can,  their  difficulties,  disappointments  and  trials, 
let  us  go  "  boldly  to  the  Throne  of  Grace,  that  we  may 
obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need," 
on  their  behalf. 

GAN-KINO. — It  is  not  yet  our  happy  privilege  to 
chronicle  events  indicative  of  much  progress  or  prosperity 
in  relation  to  the  spread  of  the  (Jospel  in  this  provincial 
capital ;  for  disappointment  and  sorrow  have  been  largely 
the  experience  from  the  first,  of  the  dear  brethren  who  ]^ve 
been  seeking  to  plant  here  the  standard  of  the  Great 
Captain  of  our  salvation.     For  a  time  it  was  even  deemed 
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prudent  for  them  to  withdraw  (leaving  however  an  efficient 
native  assistant  in  charge),  on  account  of  the  excited  state 
of  the  population  (See  0.  P.,  pp.  36-40).  As  a  natural  conse- 
quence, the  work  has  not  advanced  with  the  vigour  it 
might  have  done,  had  circumstances  allowed  of  Messrs. 
Meadows  and  Williamson's  continuing  here  uninterrupt- 
edly. Notwithstanding  all  draw-backs,  there  is  yet  a  little 
to  encourage  the  hope  that  blessing  is  in  store  for  Gan-k'ing. 

Two  natives  are  in  fellowship,  and  two  have  removed  to 
other  places  during  the  year.  There  is  one  candidate,  a 
very  hopeful  case,  whom  Mr.  Meadows  expected  to  baptise 
shortly;  and  there  are  five  inquirers.  One  convert,  a 
young  man  of  great  promise  and  intelligenoe,  has  gone  to 
join  the  ranks  of  the  redeemed  above.  His  departure  to 
be  with  Jesus,  while  it  is  to  him  unspeakable  joy  and 
gain,  yet  adds  to  the  sorrow  and  difficulty  of  our  brethren, 
who  were  anticipating  much  help  from  his  devotion  and 
fellowship  in  the  work. 

The  native  assistant,  Wu  CENO-TSiEN,  we  believe  is  an 
earnest  and  good  man.  It  is  with  pleasure  we  are  able  to 
add,  that  there  are  several  young  men  in  Gan-k4ng,  who, 
like  the  Bereans  of  old,  are  reading  the  Word  of  God  for 
themselves.  Mr.  Meadows  beseeches  our  prayers  on  their 
behalf. 

Periodical  attacks,  for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  of 
dysentery,  have  so  weakened  the  health  of  Mr.  Meadows, 
that  Mr.  Taylor  has  proposed  his  returning  for  a  season  to 
this  country  to  recruit ;  in  which  event  it  is  not  tmlikely 
that  Mr.  Duncan  will,  during  his  absence,  take  the  over- 
sight of  this  station,  residing  alternately  here  and  at  Nan- 
kin, his  own  sphere. 

There  is  as  yet  no  regular  chapel;  but  Services  are  held 
on  the  Lord's  Bay,  and  on  two  week-days. 

A  School  was  attempted,  and  a  teacher  provided^Si  Sin- 
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sang ;  but  through  the  influence  of  the  evil  reports  against 
foreigners,  and  because  the  children  were  expected  to  read 
the  Scriptures,  or  rather,  as  the  parents  said,  '^  the  foreign 
books,''  all  were  taken  away  again.  This  useful  branch 
of  mission  work  is,  therefore,  for  the  present  in  abeyance 
here,  but  we  trust  not  for  long.  As  confidence  is  restored, 
and  the  kindly  influences  of  Christian  doctrine  and  Christ- 
ian life  begin  to  be  felt,  we  shall  look  to  see  suspicion  and 
prejudice  melt  away,  and  the  Saviour's  cause  to  flourish. 

KIU-EIANG. — ^Mr.  Cardwell  has  not  yet  commenced 
definite  work  in  this  city ;  but  he  has  been  steadily  prose- 
cuting his  studies  in  the  language,  which  here  differs  much 
from  the  dialects  spoken  in  those  districts  where  he  had 
proYiously  resided.  As  Kiu-kiang  is  already  occupied  by 
Missionaries  of  other  societies,  he  proposes  to  make  it  his 
head-quarters  for  the  present,  more  for  the  advantage  it 
affords  for  easy  water-communication  to  a  large  extent  of 
surrounding  coimtry,  than  with  any  intention  of  direct 
evangelistic  work  in  the  city.  To  enable  him  to  visit  the 
numerous  and  important  cities  and  towns  of  the  F^o-yang 
lake  and  district,  he  has  secured  a  suitable  cabined  boat, 
to  which  allusion  will  be  found  in  the  subjoined  extracts. 
The  teeming  population  of  this  part  of  China  has  not  been 
visited,  we  believe,  by  any  Protestant  Missionaries.  To 
carry  the  Qospel  to  these  poor  neglected  aliens  to  the 
light  and  the  Truth,  to  tell  them  of  a  God  of  mercy  and 
love,  will  indeed  be  a  blessed  work.  We  trust  our  brother 
may  make  many  a  prosperous  voyage,  and  be  the  means  of 
bringing  large  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  lake 
district  to  the  Saviour's  feet. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  fact  that  it  is  mainly  the  upper 
and  official  classes  who  are  so  opposed  to  Christianity,  we 
would  mention  that  Mrs.  Cakdwell,  in  a  recent  letter,  says 
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that  the  Tao-tai,  or  Gbvemor  of  Kiu-kiang,  had  sent  out 
four  teachers  of  Confucianism,  accompanied  by  some  in- 
ferior mandarins,  to  the  different  cities  under  his  juris- 
diction, to  preach  that  doctrine.  Whilst  they  do  not,  it 
seems,  speak  against  the  foreign  religion  or  its  teachers, 
their  object  is  to  prevent  any  from  embracing  Christianity, 
and  to  persecute  those  who  do.  The  presence  with  them 
of  the  mandarins  is,  we  presume,  to  give  an  air  of 
authority  to  their  proceedings. 

In  the  following  lines,  Mr.  Cabdwell  gives  an  account 
of  his  first  Missionary  excursion  in  the  new  boat : — 

''  We  held  a  meeting  on  board  [the  boat]  to  dedicate  it  to 
the  Lord's  work,  and  to  ask  His  blessing  for  the  future ;  and 
a  veiy  happy  time  we  had.  May  the  Lord  hear  and  answer 
the  prayers  then  offered.  I  mtist  not  forget  to  thank  you 
for  the  parcel  of  ironmongeiy,  which  will  be  very  usefuL 
The  screw-eyes  I  used  at  once,  being  just  the  things  I 
wanted,  for  I  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  fix  my  little 
table  to  the  fioor  of  the  boat.  With  these  I  managed  first- 
rate.    .     . 

''  The  same  day  we  held  the  meeting  on  board  the  boat  I 
started  to  visit  some  places  on  the  river.  The  first  place  was 
a  small  village  about  fifteen  li  distant  from  here.  We  sold 
about  thirty  Gospels.  We  anchored  for  the  night  a  short 
distance  from  this  village,  and  early  in  the  morning 
reached  a  creek,  where  a  number  of  boats  were  moored. 
There  were  a  few  huts  on  shore,  but  no  houses.  Here  we 
sold  fifty-six  Gospels,  going  from  boat  to  boat.  In.  the 
afternoon  we  reached  Long-pin,  distant  another  thirty  li. 
This  is  a  town  of  some  size,  having  many  shops;  but  some 
were  closed,  the  occupiers  having  g^ne  elsewhere,  owing  to 
the  overflowing  of  the  river  of  late  years.  I  noticed  the 
water-mark  on  some  of  the  shutters,  and  should  think  it 
was  at  least  four  feet  high.    At  this  place  we  stayed  two 
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or  three  hours,  and  sold  ninety  Gospels.  Next  morning 
early  we  reached  Wu-shea,  a  large  and  prosperous  town, 
equal  in  size  to  Kiu-kiang,  but  much  more  busy,  haying 
many  very  much  better  shops.  It  is  thirty  li  from  Long- 
pin,  and  very  pleasantly  situated,  with  hills  in  front  and 
on  the  west  side.  The  river  here  is  about  one-third  of  a 
mile  wide.  We  stayed  a  day  and  a  half,  and  sold  370 
Gospels,  70  small  books  giving  an  outline  of  the  Gospel, 
and  about  300  tracts.  At  the  dose  of  the  first  day  a  man 
came,  and  wanted  to  buy  400  copies.  He  said  he  belonged 
to  a  large  town,  distant  from  Wu-shea  100  li,  and  lie 
wanted  the  books  to  sell  them  there.  We  knew  he  only 
wanted  them  to  make  a  profit  out  of  the  transaction ;  but 
we  were  glad  to  let  him  have  them,  and  also  gave  him 
some  small  books  and  tracts,  for  we  knew  they  would  be 
sold  in  a  district  where,  at  present,  we  could  not  go,  and 
also  in  small  villages,  which  we  might  never  reach. 
Leaving  here  about  2  p.m.,  we  came  to  another  lot  of 
boats,  anchored  in  a  creek.  Being  large,  they  were  some 
distance  from  shore,  so  we  hired  a  small  boat  and  boarded 
them  one  after  the  other,  selling  fifty  Gospels  and  fifty 
small  books,  as  well  as  many  tracts.  It  was  getting  dusk 
before  we  left  here,  and  quite  dark  before  we  reached  the 
next  village,  3  li  distcmt.  Early  in  the  morning  we  sold 
fifty-two  Gospels  and  fifty-two  small  books,  also  a  good 
number  of  tracts.  About  9  a.m.  we  started  for  home, 
having  gone  a  distance  of  120  li,  and  reached  Kiu-kiang 
next  day  at  10  A.ir.  We  had  a  head  wind  all  day,  but  the 
current  helped  us  much.  We  were  about  five  and  a  half 
days  absent.  I  ask  your  prayers  that  the  Lord  may  bless 
the  reading  of  the  books,  and  the  words  spoken,  so  that, 
should  we  be  spared  to  visit  these  places  again,  we  may 
see  some  fruit  to  these  our  feeble  eiForts.  My  next 
journey  will,  I  hope,  be  on  the  P*o-yang  Lake. 
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SU-CHAU. — The  late  severe  illness  of  Mrs.  Cobdok, 
together  with  the  disastrous  effects  of  the  eyil  reports 
current  against  foreigners  during  the  last  summer,  have 
largely  interfered  with  the  progress  of  the  Gospel  in  this 
great  city.  For  upwards  of  three  years  hare  our  brother, 
Mr.  (}oBi>oir,  and  his  wife,  laboured  and  dwelt  in  the  midst 
of  the  people  of  Su-chau,  sowing  the  good  seed,  and 
watering  it  with  their  tears ;  but,  as  yet,  it  has  not  been 
giyen  them  to  see  much  fruit.  They  toil  on  hopefully, 
prayerfully,  looking  for  an  outpouring  of  God's  Spirit,  and 
for  a  time^of  refreshing  from  the  Lord.  Meanwhile,  they 
have  the  promise,  *^  In  due-  season  we  shall  reap,  if  we 
faint  not." 

The  present  state  of  the  little  church  here  is,  briefly,  as 
follows : — ^Number  of  natives  in  communion,  three ;  of 
candidates  for  baptism,  one ;  of  inquirers,  two.  One 
formerly  connected  with  the  church  here  is  now  with  Mr. 
WiUiamson,  while  another  is  receiving  a  course  of  training 
under  Miss  Faulding's  teacher,  and  in  her  school,  with  a 
view  to  fitting  him  for  helping  Mr.  Cobdon  in  evangelising 
hereafter.  The  chapel  Services  are  held  twice  on  Sunday, 
and  once  on  each  week-day.  The  school-teacher  helps  in 
the  preaching  of  the  Gospel;  but  there  is  no  regular  native 
assistant  attached  to  this  station  at  present.  Qualifled 
native  evangelists,  to  co-operate  with  the  Missionaries, 
would  seem  to  be  almost  absolutely  necessary  to  the  suc- 
cessful prosecution  and  spread  of  the  Truth  in  China.  As 
yet  the  number  of  them  in  connexion  with  our  Mission  is 
inadequate  to  meet  the  need  of  every  station ;  though,  as 
soon  as  any  one  of  the  converts  exhibits  any  aptitude  and 
zeal  for  the  work,  circumstances  not  preventing  or  render- 
ing it  undesirable,  he  is  employed  in  one  way  or  another 
in  the  Lord's  Vineyard.  May  we  at  home  bear  this  special 
need  of  Native  helpers  in  mind,  being  instant  in  our 
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prayers  that  the  Lord  of  the  Yinejard  would  graciously  be 
pleased  to  raise  up  many  such — ^both  men  and  women — to 
give  themselyes  up  to  His  service  amongst  their  own 
people. 

The  school  in  existence  last  year  was  quite  broken  up 
at  the  time  of  the  late  troubles,  much  to  the  grief  of  our 
brother  and  sister.  But  as  soon  as  things  had  quieted 
down  a  little,  they  set  on  foot  another  for  boys,  which  has 
been  in  operation  about  seven  months.  It  consiBts  of  eight 
day-scholars  and  two  boarders.  Their  progress  is  reported 
as  satisfactory,  considering  the  shortness  of  the  time,  not 
only  in  general  subjects,  but  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
Gospel  narrative.  The  school  is  supported  by  Mends  in 
Shanghai. 

Out-door  labours,  which,  from  prudential  motives,  had 
been  discontinued  at  the  same  time  as  the  closing  of  the 
school,  has  not  yet  been  resumed;  but  with  reference  to 
in-door  work,  our  brother  writes  he  has ''  been  exceedingly 
encouraged  by  the  willingness  of  the  people  to  hear  the 
Gospel  and  buy  books."  Soon  may  the  time  come  for  this 
million-peopled  city,  and  for  all  China  too,  when  there 
shall  be  an  outpouring  upon  them  of  ''the  fulness  of  the 
blessing  of  the  Gospel  of  peace." 

HANa-CHAU. — On  looking  over  the  recent  papers  and 
letters,  from,  which  we  have  gathered  the  following  infor- 
mation concerning  the  work  here,  we  cannot  but  be  struck 
with  the  sustained  goodness  of  the  Lord  to  the  labourers, 
from  their  first  coming  to  Hang-chau,  in  Nov.  1866,  to  the 
present  time.  Whilst  this  long  interval  has  been  marked 
with  many  mercies,  and  with  much  prosperity,  trials  and 
disappointments  have,  in  comparison,  been  but  few.  They 
have  found  the  ever-faithful  God  to  be  their  helper  and 
their  friend.     They  trusted  in  Him,  and  have  not  been 
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disappointed.  Mr.  M'Cabtht  and  Miss  PAT7U)iNa  haTe 
enjoyed  very  good  healtli  during  the  past  year — ^indeed 
their  health,  and  consequent  capacity  for  work,  hare  been 
almost  uniformly  good  since  they  hare  been  in  China. 
Considering  the  trying  nature  of  the  climate  to  the  con- 
stitutions of  foreigners,  this  is  a  great  blessing.  Mrs. 
M'Cabthy,  too,  and  the  children,  were  well,  by  last 
accounts.  The  native  church  continues  to  flourish  and  in- 
crease, the  number  now  in  fellowship  being  fifby-two,  with 
fifteen  candidates  for  baptism.  During  the  year,  fourteen 
converts  were  received  into  communion ;  and  it  was  found 
necessary  to  put  three  under  Church  discipline.  Wowa 
XlE-djun  still  holds  the  pastorate,  and  faithfully  ministers 
to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  flock,  with  a  godly  jealousy 
for  their  welfare  and  growth  in  grace  and  fruitfiilness,  re- 
ceiving no  stated  pay,  but  looking  to  the  Lord  for  temporal 
supplies.  Besides  him,  there  are  seven  other  native 
^brethren  engaged  in  evangelising,  book  and  tract  dis- 
tributing, &c,  either  here  or  at  the  out-stations  worked  in 
connexion  with  Hang-chau  by  Mr.  M'C.  All  these  are  in 
the  receipt  of  salaries ;  and  it  may  be  well  to  mention  here 
that  the  amount  given  to  the  male  native  assistants  ranges 
from  £16  to  £27,  according  to  capacity  for  the  work, 
literary  ability,  and  social  position.  Two  of  those  working 
with  Mr.  M*C.,  one  here,  and  one  at  Ning-po,  are  supported 
by  Christian  gentlemen  at  home. 

At  Hang-chau  the  regular  Services  are  as  follow :  Two  on 
Sunday,  and  a  Simday  School ;  prayer-meetings  on  Sunday 
morning  and  Thursday  evening ;  also  one  for  women  on 
Wednesday  afternoon ;  daily  morning,  noon,  and  evening 
prayer. 

The  out-stations  are  four  in  number,  namely — Siao- 
bejlS,  EIokg-deo,  Dzing-du,  and  IlEn-ky'i. 

At  each  of  these  places,  except  the  last,  there  is  a 
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cliapel,  where  Services  are  conducted  twice  on  the  Sunday, 
and  at  other  times  during  tKe  week.  At  Lzen-ky'i  there 
are  as  yet  no  regular  Services,  but  the  evangelists  preach 
as  opportunity  offers. 

In  our  No.  xxii.,  O.P.,  we  mentioned  that  Mr.  M'Oabtht 
was  endeavouring  to  train  and  educate  some  Ghristian 
young  men  for  evangelistic  work.  In  pursuance  of  this 
idea,  he  has  now  opened  a  class  for  the  study  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  imparting  useful  information.  We  consider 
this  to  be  a  very  important  and  hopefbl  department  of 
Missionary  effort,  and  one  which  should  call  forth  our 
earnest  prayer  for  its  development  and  success.  Mr.  M'O. 
is  already  much  encouraged  to  go  on  with  it. 

Several  joumies  have  been  made  during  the  past  year 
by  the  native  assistants,  either  with  or  without  the 
presence  of  Mr.  M*C.,  in  the  surrounding  districts,  with  a 
view  to  distributing  Scripture  portions,  tracts,  preaching 
the  Gospel,  opening  up  new  work,  &c.  Notices  of  some 
of  these  joumies  have  already  appeared. 

The  tea-shops  of  the  city  have  been  frequently  visited, 
and  the  people  spoken  with.  Preaching  also  has  been 
attempted  in  all  the  leading  thoroughfares.  Nor  have  the 
suburbs  been  overlooked.  Thousands  of  tracts  and  invi- 
tations to  attend  the  Services  have  been  given  away ;  and 
as  our  brother  justly  remarks,  **  By  these  means  the  Truth 
ii  brought  before  large  masses  of  the  people."  May  it 
also  find  an  abiding  place  in  their  hearts! 

Miss  FATTLDnro's  schools  are  in  an  encouraging  state. 
Of  boys  she  has  nineteen,  all  of  whom,  but  one,  are 
boarders.  Of  girls  she  has  eight,  all  boarders.  The 
average  expense,  for  the  year,  of  each  boy  has 
been  nearly  £7;  that  of  each  girl  about  £9  5s.  The 
school  for  girls  having  been  but  recently  opened,  the  cost 
of  furnishing,  new  clothing,  and  of  various  incidentals 
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which  win  not,  in  all  probability,  recur,  are  all  in  the 
accounts  for  the  year,  thereby  increasing  the  average  cost 
of  each  girl.    Another  year  Miss  F.  anticipates  a  lower 
average  for  the  girls  than  the  boys.      Some  of  the  boys 
have  attained  to  a  verbal  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures, 
scarcely  to  be  exceeded  by  any  children  of  the  Sunday  or 
other  schools  of  our  highly-favoured  country.     Miss  F. 
refers  to  their  proficiency  in  this  respect  in  the  subjoined 
report,  which  is  dated  Feb.  28,  being  a  few  days  earlier 
than  the  time  to  which  the  above  statistics  refer.    Be- 
viewing  the  period  which  had  elapsed  since  her  last  report, 
she  says,  **  The  time  has  been  one  of  some  sorrows  and 
difiOiculties,  but  of  many  mercies.    I  will  first  give  you  some 
account  of  the  boys.    There  are  at  present  seventeen  [now 
nineteen]  boys  in  the  school.     .     .  Only  six  of  the  twelve 
who  were  in  the  school  eighteen  months  ago  are  here  now, 
and  you  would,  perhaps,  like  to  know  what  has  become  of 
those  who  have  left.     Siao-sin  caused  me  trial.    About  a 
year  ago  he  became  so  restless  and  dissatisfied  that  I 
finally  thought  it  better  to  dismiss  him.     Seng-djiin  and 
Gyiang-tsing  I  returned  to  their  friends,  as  being  too  dull 
to  make  it  desirable  to  keep  them  longer.    Ky^i-we  is 
apprenticed  to  a  silk-spinner,  and  is  going  on  very  well ; 
I  supply  him  with  clothes.    Ah-pao  has  gone  to  Chin- 
kiang  to  be  engaged  at  the  printing-press.    Tseng-yin  was 
removed  by  his  Mends,  and  is  now  I  know  not  where.     It 
was  a  great  disappointment  to  me  to  lose  him.    Besides 
these,  ten  others  have  come,  and  gone  again  for  various 
reasons.    Two  were  removed  on  account  of  the  reports  last 
summer.     One  who  was  dropsical  came  for  two  or  three 
months,  but  has  gone  home  on  account  of  his  health. 
Others  were  too  yoimg,  or  too  dull,  or  their  parents  were 
unwilling  to  indenture  them  to  me  for  the  time  I  required. 
Thus,  altogether,  thirtj-three  boys  have  for  a  longer  or  .a 
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eliorter  period  been  under  Christian  training  during  this 
time.  Wong  Sin-sang,  the  teacher,  is  still  with  me ;  but 
I  have  twice  changed  cooks,  and  each  time  in  order  to 
allow  the  man  who  had  been  so  employed,  to  be  used  as 
an  evangelist.  You  will  know  that  three  more  boys  have 
become  members  of  the  Church,  and  I  am  yery  glad  to  tell 
you  that  there  are  others  whom  I  believe  are  really  con- 
verted. An  explosion,  which  took  place  near  here,  recently, 
and  which  killed  about  fifty  men,  caused  a  great  impression 
on  all  about  us,  and  almost  every  boy  was  awakened.  May 
they  all  be  truly  saved !  Several  of  them  have  now  com- 
mitted to  memory  the  whole  of  the  New  Testament,  with  the 
exception  of  two  GoepeU.  They  have  had  lessons  in 
writing,  geography,  arithmetic,  &c.,  and  the  more  advanced 
boys  are  now  giving  some  time  to  their  own  classics.  It 
has  been  not  a  little  to  be  thankful  for,  that  they  have,  on 
the  whole,  had  excellent  health.  .  .  Now  I  think 
I  must  tell  you  about  the  girls.  In  October,  1869, 
I  adopted  a  little  twin  baby,  En-sih,  who  lived  for 
some  six  months  only,  and  died  suddenly  during  my  absence 
from  Hang-chau.  Ah-jing  and  her  widowed  mother  also 
came  in  October,  as  pupils  for  the  school,  but  left  again  in 
March.  The  mother  refused  to  leave  with  me  her 
little  girl,  of  whom  I  had  become  very  fond,  but  has 
since  promised  to  send  her  back  again,  which  I  hope  she 
may  do.  Then,  too,  I  had  another  little  girl,  Ah-shih,  the 
elder  sister  of  Cii-vong,  whose  death,  last  summer,  was 
very  trying  to  me.  She  died  quite  unexpectedly,  from 
inflammation  of  the  liver.  In  the  autumn,  sickness  was 
again  in  our  midst,  for  my  little  JE-tsia  took  the  small- 
pox. Happily  she  recovered,  and  the  others  escaped  the 
infection.  Cii-vong,  when  she  came,  was  in  very  delicate 
health,  so  that  now  it  is  quite  a  pleasure  to  me  to  see  her 
fat,  rosy  little  cheeks.     The  children  are  all  so  pleased  to 
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be  here.  They  look  upon  this  more  in  the  light  of  a  happy 
home  than  of  a  school,  and  I  like  it  to  be  so.  I  haye  a 
very  trustworthy,  valuable  Christian  Ah-im  for  them,  and 
also  a  teacher,  who  was  one  of  the  pupils  in  Mrs.  Lord's 
school,  and  has  recently  been  married  to  Ah-ho,  one  of  our 
helpers.  For  some  months  I  had  Cii  S-meo  for  their 
teacher,  and  was  very  sorry  when  she  had  to  go  north  to 
join  her  husband.  The  condition  on  which  I  receive  the 
girls  is,  that  they  shall  remain  with  me  until  they  are 
marriageable,  and  that  then  the  power  of  betrothal  will  be 
mine,  and  not  the  parents'.  I  think  I  have  given  you  a 
brief  summary  of  the  principal  facts  about  the  schools.  May 
it  lead  to  much  prayer  for  blessing  on  the  work.  Many 
heartfelt  thanks  to  all  those  who  have  helped  me  by  their 
prayers  or  their  contributions." 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  over-estimate  the  value  of  schools 
for  training  Chinese  children  in  Christian  principles.  Not 
only  are  the  boys  and  girls  put  in  the  way  of  receiving 
incalculable  benefit  to  their  souls,  but,  along  with  a  pure 
morality,  they  learn  the  utter  worthlessness  of  idolatry, 
and  are  preserved  from  the  corruption  accompanying  its 
profession  and  practice.  And  when  they  go  forth  into  the 
world,  even  should  they  not  previously  have  united  them- 
selves with  the  people  of  God,  their  influence  is  exerted 
against  rather  than  /or,  the  prevailing  religious  systems 
and  degrading  customs  of  their  country. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  observe,  too,  that  several  of  Miss 
Fatjlding's  young  charges  have  from  time  to  time  made  a 
profession  of  their  faith  in  Jesus,  and  been  received  into 
the  fellowship  of  His  disciples;  thus  proving  Mission 
schools  in  China  to  be  indeed  nurseries  to  the  Churches 
there.  This  result  must  be  to  our  sister  a  very  precious  and 
sufficient  reward,  and  one  which  will  strike  a  chord  of 
gratitude  in  all  our  hearts.      We  would  only  add  here, 
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what  is  already  known  to  most  of  our  readers,  that  Miss 
FauiiDiko  has  assumed  to  herself  the  pecuniaiy  responsi- 
bility of  her  schools,  and  is  trusting  for  the  needed  support 
to  Him  who  has  said,  ''  Open  thy  mouth  wide  and  I  will 
fiU  it.'' 

Miss  FAiTLDiKa  andWoNO  S-meo,  the  Bible- woman,  are 
much  engaged  in  house  visitation,  asdthemembers  are  regu- 
larly called  upon  at  their  homes.  At  the  out-stations  like- 
wise, the  wiyesof  the  native  assistants  visit  their  neighbours. 
Thus  in  various  ways  daily  efforts  are  being  made  to  sow 
broadcast  the  good  aud  imperishable  seed  of  the  Word  in 
this  important  and  populous  city  and  district;  and  our 
gracioiis  God  is  owning  the  work.  To  Him  be  all  the  glory. 

Our  brother  M'Gabthy  has  recently  made  an  interesting 
tour.  We  can  only  spare  space  for  a  few  extracts: — 
"Leaving  Ning-po,  I  went  first  to '  0-z.  You  will  recollect 
the  old  fire-wood  seller  [Wong  Kyiio-yiao.]  I  spent  three 
days  withhim,  and  he  went  part  of  the  way  with  me;  and  for 
all  he  met  he  only  had  the  same  tale — the  old,  old,  and  yet 
the  ever  new  story — Jesus  and  Him  crucified.  Two  days 
we  spent  going  round  the  countiy,  visiting  some  of  the 
members  who  live  at  a  distance,  and  preaching  to  the  un- 
saved. In  the  evening  we  had  Bible  readings,  and  united 
prayer.  One  of  the  members,  an  old  woman,  died  while  I 
was  there,  and  was  committed  to  the  grave  in  hope  of  a 
glorious  resurrection.  On  the  Sunday  afternoon  I  walked 
over  to  their  out-station.  Wong  Kyiio-yiao  has  indeed 
been  blest  of  the  Lord ;  his  wife  and  children,  after  a  great 
deal  of  opposition,  have  at  last  submitted  to  the  easy 
yoke  of  Jesus.  His  son  is  now  helping  Mr.  Williamson  at 
Ning-hai.  With  Scriptural  training  he  will  probably 
make  a  veiy  useful  man.  From  '0-z,  I  went  on  to  Ning- 
hai.  Mr.  Williamson  was  not  at  home  when  I  arrived,  but 
came  in  from  Fung-hwa  an  hour  or  two  afterwards.     The 
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following  day  he  invited  the  members  to  dinner ;  after  wluck 
we  had  a  meeting,  when  I  had  an  opportunity  of  telling 
them  something  of  our  work  at  Hang-chau  and  the  out- 
stations,  and  of  asking  their  prayers,  adding  a  few  remarks 
on  personal  holiness.  Leaving  Ning-hai,  we  went  on 
(Mr.  Williamson  went  with  me)  to  T^ai-chau,  walk- 
ing the  distance,  180  li,  in  two  days.  Although  the 
T'ai-chau  dialect  is  different  from  the  Ning-po,  yet  the 
people  we  met  could  understand  it  very  well,  and  all 
seemed  pleased  to  listen,  asking  questions  and  taking 

tracts.    Everywhere  they  were  friendly 

Arrived  at  T'ai-chau,  we  found  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Budland,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  £.  Fishe  well,  and  encouraged  in  their  work. 
We  had  some  nice  time  together,  and  a  season  of  special 
praye?r.  The  attendance  in  the  chapel  on  Sunday  was  rery 
good,  and  the  people  lingered  to  be  spoken  with,  in  a  way 
tiiat  made  me  hope  some  would  be  blessed.  .  .  .  Be- 
tuming,  I  called  again  at  Ning-hai,  and  also  went  to  'Ong- 
jih,  and  Fung-hwa,  and  so  on  to  Ning-po.  Altogether,  I 
suppose  I  walked  about  600  li  [about  200  mQes],  and  feel 
very  much  better  for  my  trip."      .     .     . 

SHAO-HING. — There  have  been  no  additions  during  the 
year  to  the  number  of  native  Christians  in  fellowship  with 
the  Churches  under  Mr.  Stbvenson's  care  here,  at  Shino- 
HIE3T  and  Si2T-CH*ANG ;  while  two  have  had  to  be  put  away 
from  oommimion  (only  for  a  time,  let  us  hope)  for  incon- 
sistency of  walk  and  conduct.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is 
comfort  in  the  fact,  that  no  less  than  seven  persons  have 
applied  for  baptism,  and  nine  more  are  in  an  inquiring 
state.  Thus,  as  our  brother  writes — ^*  The  work  protpeei- 
ively  is  encouraging,  and  inspires  us  with  increased  hope 
and  confidence.  The  chapel  in  Shao-hing  is  centrally 
situated,  and  there  is  generally  no  difficulty  in  getting  good 
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audiencefi.  It  is  open  daily,  as  well  as  on  Sunday.  On 
week-days  short  addresses  are  given  from  time  to  time, 
and  conversations  held.  People  of  every  grade  drop  in, 
but  chiefly  of  the  middle  and  lower  classes.  They  stay  a 
few  minutes,  perhaps,  and  then  go  on  their  way.  Bome  are 
noticed  coming  again  and  again,  and  thus  gradually  receive 
the  truth  in  its  saving  power.  There  are  four  native  evangel- 
ists helping  our  brother.  Their  names,  together  with  those 
of  aU  the  other  native  assistants  in  connexion  with  the 
rest  of  the  stations  of  our  Mission,  will  be  found  given  in 
the  table  at  the  end  of  the  paper.  It  may  be  interesting 
to  notice,  that  £ve  of  the  converts  take  part  in  public  prayer, 
and  three  in  preaching.  As  yet  no  school  has  been  opened 
in  any  of  these  places. 

At  Smira-HiEN,  amongst  other  means  used  for  presenting 
the  Gospel,  is  that  of  conversing  with  the  people  who 
assemble  in  the  way-side  houses,  provided  here  and  there 
along  the  roads  for  travellers  to  shelter  in  during  the  hot 
weather.  The  Truth  by  this  means  is  disseminated  far  and 
wide.  Two  of  the  nine  inquirers  mentioned  above  reside 
in  this  place. 

Sin-gh'anq  is  a  recently  opened  station.  Difficulties  in 
the  way  of  preaching,  which  at  first  existed,  have  gpraciously 
been  removed  by  Gfod,  and  our  brother  and  his  native 
helpers  are  permitted  to  evangelise  in  peace.  The  chapel 
is  situated  in  a  principal  street,  and  is  generally  weU-fiUed 
during  the  Services.  Better  still,  there  is  a  desire  mani- 
fested on  the  part  of  the  people  to  hear,  which  is  very 
gratifying  to  the  workers  who  are  yearning  over  the  spirit- 
ual welfare  of  these  poor  lost  idolaters.  The  short  extract 
from  Mr.  S.'s  letter  given  below  is  interesting.  Shall  we 
not  hope  that  Gbd's  Spirit  is  indeed  begiiming  to  breathe 
upon  the  ''  dry  bones''  of  this  district,  and  to  cause  life  to 
appear  where  death  hitherto  hath  reigned.    He  says: — 
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^< .  .  One  woman  who  has  been  living  in  a  Buddhist 
nunnery,  and  giving  all  her  time  and  strength  to  the 
worship  of  idols,  having  heard  the  truth,  has  given  up  her 
oonnexion  with  the  nunnery,  and  desires  to  be  baptised. 
She  seems  both  sincere  and  earnest,  and  I  should  hope 
that  she  really  has  faith  in  Christ.  Another  woman,  who 
keeps  a  small  shop,  closes  it  on  the  Lord's  Day  and  comes 
to  the  meetings.  She  also  professes  faith  in  Jesus ;  and  I 
am  thankful  to  say,  there  are  others  who  seem  deeply  con- 
vinced of  the  folly  and  falseness  of  their  own  religion." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson  are  at  present  in  the  enjoyment 
of  good  health,  and  their  children  particularly  so.  In  a 
late  letter  Mrs.  S.  writes  of  them,  that  "they  could  scarcely 
have  better  health  were  they  in  England."  We  append  a 
few  other  remarks  from  her  letter,  illustrative  of  some  of 
the  difficulties  and  trials  to  which  Christian  Chinese 
women  are  liable. 

« .  .  One  woman,  who  is  a  widow,  and  who  has  for  a 
few  months  believed,  but  who  has  not  yet  been  baptised, 
has  had  to  bear  very  hard  treatment  from  her  father-in- 
law.  She  went  to  her  sister  and  exhorted  her  to  believe 
on  Jesus  and  give  up  the  worship  of  idols.  Her  sister 
asked  her  to  come  again,  as  she  had  some  work  for  her 
to  do,  and  wanted  her  to  stay  a  few  days.  After  some  time 
she  went  to  her  sister's,  but  found  her  quite  averse  to  her 
and  the  Gospel.  She  was  then  told  that  after  she  left  last 
time  the  whole  family  got  sick,  and  they  said  that  she  had 
caused  it  all,  because  she  had  prayed  to  God,  and  not 
honoured  the  idol,  when  she  was  there  before  ;  so  the  poor 
woman,  though  a  sister,  had  to  leave  the  house  at  once. 
You  wiU  be  glad  to  hear  that  Mrs.  Wong  keeps 
on  her  way  rejoicing.  I  told  her  you  had  received  the  idols, 
and  that  you  promised  you  would  write  her  yourself." 
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NING-PO.— Tlie  statistics  of  the  Church  at  Wu-gyiao-deo, 
in  this  city,  are  as  follows :  — 

Present  number  of  native  Christians  in  fellowship,  fifty ; 
of  converts  received  during  the  year,  eight ;  of  inquirers, 
three ;  with  one  candidate  for  baptism.  Two  members 
have  died,  and  two  are  under  discipline.  On  the  whole,  these 
figures  speak  of  progress,  and  of  a  state  of  things  by  no 
means  discouraging.  But  we  would  fain  look  to  see,  as  in 
apostolic  days,  multitudes,  at  the  preaching  of  Christ  cruci- 
fied, "turning  from  their  idols  to  serve  the  living  and  true 

God." 

Mr.  McCarthy  still  superintends  the  work  at  Ning-po 
and  its  out-stations,  frequently  coming  from  Hang-chau 
for  this  purpose. 

Tsnj  Snr-SAXG  has  now,  for  some  considerable  time,  been 
connected  with  this  Church  as  an  evangelist  and  caretaker. 
At  present  he  is  absent,  assisting  Mr.  Taylor.  Besides 
TsiTJ  there  are  four  other  helpers.  Between  them  the  work 
at  W\i-gyiao-deo  and  its  out-stations  is  sedulously  carried 
on.  The  Services  are  numerous  and  occur  on  every  day  of 
the  week.  They  are  similar  to  those  at  Hang-chau;  the 
only  additional  feature  (and  a  very  useful  one,  we  should 
think)  being  the  establishment  of  a  book-etall,  with  a . 
native  Christian  always  in  attendance  to  sell  books,  and  to 
speak  of  Christ  to  any  one  who  may  come  in.  Alluding  to 
this  department,  our  brother  M'C.  says,  "  There  has 
been  a  good  sale  of  books,  especially  amongst  Chris* 
tians." 

The  out-stations  are  Lih-dz6  and  K6xg-p'u.  As  there 
i^  nothing  special  to  record  of  them,  it  will  suffice  to  say, 
that  in  both  places  there  are  reg^ar  Services  twice  on 
Sunday,  and  that  the  Chapels  are  open  for  inquirers  every 
afternoon.  Members  in  fellowship  residing  at  these  out- 
stations  are  included  in  the  totals  given  for  the  church  at 
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Wu-gyiao-deo ;  the  same  plan  being  pursued  in  the  case 
of  Hang-chau,  and  its  stations. 

It  maybe  worthy  of  remark,  that  Tsiu  Six-SAiro's  mother, 
though  not  a  paid  agent  of  the  Mission,  roluntarily  labours 
in  the  Gospel  amongst  the  women.  She  is  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  this  Church,  and,  whilst  Mr.  Taylor  was  in 
England,  was  employed  in  similar  work  by  the  late  Mrs. 
Lord.  She  is  now  enfeebled  by  age,  yet  cannot  forbear 
her  loved  employ  in  the  Lord's  service. 

NINfl-HAI. — Hitherto  Fxtno-uwa  has  stood  at  the  head 
of  the  little  cluster  of  stations  in  this  circuit.  But 
inasmuch  as  the  Missionaries  find  Nino-hai  more  central 
and  convenient,  and  have  determined  to  reside  there, 
we  now  place  it  first.  The  stations  of  this  group  are 
NiNO-HAi,  FuNQ-HWA,  *0-z,  Tao-tsbng,  and  D6ng-*o,  parti- 
culars of  which  we  will  give,  as  far  as  possible,  separately. 
The  Lord  has  graciously  smiled  on  the  work  in  these  places, 
and  there  has  been  much  to  cheer  the  heart  and  strengthen 
the  faith  of  the  workers.  Souls  have  been,  we  trust,  saved 
and  added  to  the  Church,  and  many  others  are  manifesting 
an  interest  in  the  truth.  For  these  tokens  of  His  presence 
and  blessing  we  would  offer  God  our  humble  tribute  of 
praise  and  thanks.  On  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cbombib's  leaving 
for  England,  in  October  last,  to  recruit  their  health,  Mr. 
Williamson  undertook  the  charge  of  their  work  until  they 
should  return.  The  information,  therefore,  which  we  are 
about  to  give,  is  gathered  from  particulars  furnished  us  by 
the  latter  as  well  as  the  former. 

At  Nino-hai  the  native  Church  numbers  nine  souls. 
Besides  these,  there  are  two  candidates  for  baptism,  and  two 
inquirers  who  seem  in  a  hopeful  state.  Two  converts  have 
been  received  into  communion  during  the  year.  Wong  Sing- 
o'ing,  the  resident  native  assistant,  in  addition  to  preaching 


109 

in  the  city,  employs  all  the  time  he  can  in  visiting  the 
villages  and  conyersing  with  the  inhabitants  about  their 
souls.  House  visitation  is  maintained  by  means  of  a  Bible- 
woman  named  Shih  S-meo,  an  elderly  widow,  who  is  partly 
supported  by  a  Christian  lady  in  this  country. 

The  Services  in  the  different  chapels  in  this  district 
are  numerous,  and  similar  in  character  to  those  already 
eniunerated  as  conducted  in  other  stations.  About  ten 
native  brethren,  in  all,  take  part  in  the  prayer  meet- 
ing^. 

Ftt^o-hwa  is  the  oldest  of  these  stations,  having  been 
opened  in  the  year  1866  by  Mr.  Orombie.  Then  there  was 
not  a  single  Christian  in  the  place,  other  than  the  Mis- 
sionaiy  and  his  wife — ^all,  aU  were  idolaters,  ignorant  of 
God  and  His  Christ.  I^ow  nineteen  disciples  of  our  Bles- 
sed Lord  are  to  be  found  there,  united  not  only  in  Church 
fellowship,  but,  as  we  trust,  in  a  vital  bond  with  Him. 
The  candidates  for  baptism  are  three  in  number.  There  are 
also  three  or  four  who  are  inquiring  the  way  of  salvation. 
The  following  are  the  changes  during  the  year : — Addi- 
tions, four,  namely,  two  converts,  aud  two  formerly  under 
Mr.  Meadows  at  G«n-k4ng ;  one  transferred  to  Ning-po ; 
one  death ;  and  one  under  discipline.  We  are  rejoiced  to 
hear,  concerning  this  last,  that  he  has  since  been  regular  in 
his  attendance  upon  the  Services,  so  that  Mr.  Williamsok 
hopes  he  may  eventually  be  restored.  V-asN  Kyi-seno  is 
the  assistant  pastor,  and  his  wife,  Yjen  S-heo,  acts  as 
Bible-woman.  She  also  is  partly  supported  by  a  Christian 
lady  at  home.  In  addition  to  these,  Lao  Yiu-bzino,  an  old 
man,  is  engaged  in  visiting,  selling  books,  or  conversing 
with  the  people  by  the  way-side.  By  the  above  native 
agency,  the  Gbspel  is  largely  brought  before  the  in- 
habitants, and  through  their  instrumentality  we  look  for 
fruit  that  may  redound  to  the  glory  of  God. 
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The  place  at  present  used  for  a  chapel  here  is  very  un- 
suitable, but  has  been  retained  from  time  to  time,  nothing 
else  offering.  Now,  however,  Mr.  Wiluakson  is  in  treaty 
for  a  much  more  commodious  and  desirable  house  for  the 
purpose,  which  he  thinks  he  may  succeed  in  obtaining. 

In  January  last,  a  day-school  for  boys  was  commenced 
in  Fung-hwa.  It  now  consists  of  five  pupils;  but 
several  more  were  expected  after  the  festivities  of  the 
Chinese  new  year  were  over.  Yjeix  Kyi-seno  instructs  the 
boys  in  the  Scriptures.  The  teacher,  Tai  Sin-sang,  is  a 
native  of  this  city,  and  is  supported  by  friends  in  Shanghai. 
The^^school  has  been  too  short  a  time  in  existence  for  much 
progress  to  be  reported ;  but  our  readers  will  be  glad  to 
learn  that  one  of  the  boys  was  baptised  a  short  time  since, 
whilst  another  is  a  candidate  for  baptism.  Truly  this  is 
encouragement  to  go  on  with  the  school,  whilst  affording 
further  proof  of  the  value  to  the  good  cause  of  Christian 
schools  in  this  land. 

*0-z. — ^No  less  than  seventeen  native  believers  are  now  in 
church  fellowship  in  this  place.  Two  have  been  received 
during  the  year,  and  one  has  applied  for  baptism.  Besides 
these,  who,  we  trust  have  all  found  the  **  only  true  God 
and  His  Son  Jesus,"  there  are  from  eight  to  ten  others, 
who,  though  they  have  renounced  idolatry  and  idol- 
worship,  have  not  yet  come  out  boldly  on  the  Lord's  side. 
May  they  have  grace  speedily  to  do  so,  even  though  it  may 
cost  them  much,  materially,  socially,  and  relatively.  Like 
Moses,  may  they  esteem  '^the  reproach  of  Christ  greater 
riches  than  the  treasures  in  Egypt."  It  may  be  that, 
living  in  a  country  where  f6r  the  most  part  it  involves  no 
great  sacrifice  of  personal  interests,  affection,  or  fri^id- 
ship,  to  declare  ourselves  distinctly  as  disciples  of  Christ, 
we  oft-times  fail  adequately  to  realise  the  difEculty,  the 
trial,  the  cost  it  is  to   a  Chinaman  to  take  a  step  which 
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may,  and  in  manj  cases  does,  make  him  a  social  outcast, 
and  an  alien  from  those  of  his  own  blood. 

Notwithstanding  his  age,  "Wong  Kyuo-tiao  continues  to 
be  an  able  evangelist.  His  heart  is  thoroughly  in  his 
T7ork.  Not  content  with  the  stated  meetings,  &verff  evening 
he  invites  his  neighbours  into  his  house,  and  there  tells 
them  of  Jesus  and  His  love. 

The  school  which  was  being  carried  on  here  was  discon- 
tinued before  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cbombie  left,  for  want  of  a 
teacher.  Three  of  the  boys,  however,  have  since  been 
received  into  the  one  recently  opened  at  Fung-hwa.  We 
shall  rejoice  to  hear  of  the  school  at  *0-z  being  re-com- 
menced some  day. 

Tao-tseng  is  a  recently  opened  out-station  near  *0-z, 
from  which  it  is  distant  three  miles.  It  is  visited  by 
Wong  Kyiio-yiao,  who  preaches  there  every  Sunday  after- 
noon. 

D6kg-*o,  about  twenty  miles  S.  of  Fung-hwa,  is,  Mr. 
Williamson  says,  one  of  a  number  of  villages  named 
collectively  *Ong-zih.  The  out-station  here  was  opened  in 
November  last,  and  already  the  attendance  on  the  preached 
Word  is  encouraging. 

There  are  not,  it  seems,  any  tea-shops  in  the  whole  of 
the  district  worked  from  the  above  stations.  But  beyond 
Fung-hwa,  where  the  water  system  of  communication 
terminates,  and  travelling  has  to  be  done  on  foot  or  in 
chairs,  there  are  frequent  way-side  houses  or  sheds  (alluded 
to  in  our  account  of  the  Shao-hing  district)  for  the  use  of 
travellers,  and  provided  with  seats.  "In  these,"  says 
Mr.  W.,  *'  there  is  often  an  opportunity  of  addressing  a  few 
words,  which  may  eventually  be  carried  by  the  listener  to 
some  remote  village  or  hamlet." 

Tract  and  Scripture  distribution  is  not  forgotten  or 
neglected   by  our    brother  and    his  helpers;    but  they 
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do  not  give  mucli  time  to  it,  for  the  reason  that  col> 
porteurs  -from  other  Societies  frequently  traverse  the 
district,  everywhere  supplying  the  people  with  books,  etc. 
We  are  thankful  that  it  id  so ;  and  that  by  one  means  or 
another,  **  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ"  are  presented 
to  this  poor  perishing  people. 

T'AI-CHAU. — ^Until  quite  recently  this  station  was  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Jackson.  Upon  his  leaving  for  Wun-chau 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Btidland  replaced  him,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed. 
FiSHE,  who  were  previously  here,  remaining  to  assist  them. 
The  number  of  native  Christians  at  this  station  is  added  to 
but  slowly.  Yet  we  are  thankful  to  say  there  is  an  in- 
crease. Seven  are  now  in  church  fellowship,  six  have 
asked  to  be  received,  whilst  three  more  are  inquiring  the 
way  of  God  more  perfectly,  and  are  in  a  hopeful  state : 
in  all,  sixteen  souls  more  or  less  interested  in  the  Truth, 
and  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants, — the  overwhelming  ma- 
jority,— "wholly  given  to  idolatry."  ^Jbruly  a  mournful 
consideration,  and  one  which  should  nerve  the  Lord's 
people  to  yet  further  exertions  for  the  recovery  of  these 
poor  lost  ones.  The  native  helpers  in  the  Gospel  are 
TsiAKG  Ah-liano  and  Wu  Sing-*6.  All  the  male  converts 
take  part  in  the  meetings  for  prayer.  There  are  not  many 
tea-shops  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  these  and  other  resorts 
are  visited,  when  short  addresses  are  given,  and  Scripture 
portions,  &c.,  distributed.  Wong-ngeen  is  the  name  of 
the  out-station. 

Mr.  Budland  writes,  on  March  6,  1871.— "  .  .  .  One 
of  the  native  assistants  is  just  leaving  us,  for  which  I  am 
very  sorry,  as  he  is  a  promising  young  man.  For  some 
time  he  was  under  Mr.  McCarthy's  training,  and  has  been 
very  useful,  untU  now.  Some  friends  have  written,  asking 
him  to  go  into  business.    It  is  the  more  to  be  regretted, 


113 

as  we  are  so  much  in  need  of  native  helpers  here.  I  have 
had  a  house  offered  me  at  a  large  market-town',  half  way 
between  here  and  Ning*hai,  which  I  hope  soon  to  take,  and 
think  of  placing  in  it  the  convert  who  is  now  acting  as  col- 
porteur, until  we  meet  with  some  one  more  fitted  for  the 
post.  Perhaps  you  wotdd  like  to  hear  about  the  native 
who  is  now  acting  as  our  assistant,  but  who  properly  be- 
longs to  the  press,  having  been  engaged  at  that  work  for 
more  than  three  years.  Ah-liang  was  for  some  time  on  board 
a  French  gun-boat,  where  he  learned  a  few  French  words, 
which  were  not  of  the  best  sample.  He  came  to  Hang- 
chau  soon  after  we  arrived,  in  company  with  an  elderly 
man,  who  was  afterwards  for  some  time  with  Mr.  Dimcan. 
Having  heard  that  other  Ning-po  men  had  got  employment, 
they  thought  perhaps  they  might.  They  were  engaged,  and 
proved  useful  in  their  work.  But  one  day  Miss  Desgraz  was 
startled  by  hearing  some  one  swearing  in  French.  Look- 
ing round,  she  could  see  no  one  but  Ah-liang,  who  was 
washing  clothes  near  where  she  was ;  soon  afterwards,  she 
heard  him  again.  At  that  time  he  was  a  very  bad 
young  m£m,  as  he  has  since  told  me  himself,  so  much  so 
that  he  wonders  why  God  permitted  him  to  live.  He  had 
in  his  young  days  been  in  one  of  the  Ning-po  schools,  and 
had  learned  to  read  the  Bomanized  colloquial.  Mr. 
Duncan  took  advantitge  of  this,  and  while  he  was  washing 
or  ironing  dothes,  would  read  to  him,  asking  him  to  correct 
him  when  wrong.  Mr.  D.  often  spoke  to  him,  as  best  he 
could,  about  his  soul,  and  it  was  this  which  first  made  him 
think  seriously.  He  then  began  to  listen  to  the  morning 
and  evening  prayers,  and  to  the  Sunday  Services.  After 
a  few  months,  he  and  the  other  man  were  talking 
together,  when  one  said  to  the  other:  'What  do  you 
think  of  this  doctrine?'  The  answer  was,  'I  think 
it  is  good.'     Soon  there  was  external  evidence  that  a 
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change  had  taken  place,  which  was  noticed  bj  sereral, 
both  natives  and    foreigners.     They  both    applied   for 
baptism,  and  when  Ah-liang  was  asked  if  his  sins  were 
forgiven,  he  said,  *  No,  I  want  to  be  baptised  and  have 
them  washed  away.'    He  was  soon  corrected  on  that  point, 
and  after  several  examinations,  both  were  received.     I 
well  remember  seeing  them  baptised.     Some  time  after, 
news  came    that  Ah-liang's    mother    was  dead,    which 
troubled  him  very  much,  because  he  had  not  been  to  tell 
her  of  the  good  news  he  had  heard,  but  had  let  her  die 
without  hearing  the  Qt)spel.     It  was  not  long  after  this, 
that  he  was  employed  at  the  Press,  and  from  that  time, 
until  now,  has  been  almost  daily  under  my  own  eye;  and  I 
can  assure  you,  I  love  him  as  a  brother.  He  is  a  consistent 
Christian,  and  does  strive  to  *live  Christ.'      He  has  one 
brother,  and  was  most  anxious  that  he  shoidd  be  brought 
under  the  soimd  of  the  Gospel,  and  asked  me  if  I  could 
find  him  work  at  the  Press.     He  came,  and  gave  great 
satisfaction  in  his  work,  and  before  we 'left  Chin-kiang  I 
had  hopes  of  him.  Since  we  have  been  here,  he  has  written 
to  his  brother,  telling  him  that  he  does  believe,  and  that 
he  has  asked  for  baptism.     Ah-liang  is  now  engaged  in 
preaching,  and,  I  believe,  really  has  the  wotk  at  heart." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Fishe  have  now  two  day-schools 
under  their  care,  in  this  city  (T*ai-ehau),  one  for  boys,  and 
the  other  for  girls.  In  the  former  there  are  twenty,  in  the 
latter  fourteen  scholars.  The  elder  boys  are  taught  by  a 
literary  graduate,  named  Tsiang  Sin-sang;  the  younger  by 
Tsiu  Sin-sang  (not  the  Tsiu  Sin-sang  of  Ning-po).  The 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  such  books  as  the  *'Peep  of  Day," 
and  **Line  upon  Line,"  in  the  native  character,  or  in  the 
Bomanised  colloquial,  form  the  basis  of  the  course  of  in- 
struction ;  though  the  elder  boys  read  the  best  Chinese 
classics  for  a  short  time  each  day.     They  are  also  taught 


115 

to  write.  In  the  girls'  school  the  instruction  is  of  a  similar 
character,  only  more  simple.  The  girls  also  learn  plain- 
sewifig,  and  how  to  embroider  their  shoes.  The  expenses 
connected  with  carrying  on  these  schools  have  hitherto 
been  borne  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Fishe,  the  Lord  graciously 
enabling  them  so  to  do.  Soon  may  the  joy  be  theirs  of 
witnessing  many  of  these  dear  children  coming  forward  to 
confess  Jesus,  and  giving  their  young  hearts  to  Him. 

The  school  at  Woikq-hqjbn  is  in  a  languishing,  unsatis- 
factory  state.  The  nxmiber  of  boys  in  attendance  has  much 
fallen  off.  It  is  now  only  four.  This  is  partly  owing  to 
the  late  disturbed  state  of  the  country,  but  chiefly  to  the  * 
fact  that  the  teacher  is  not  a  desirable  one.  Mr.  Budlakb's 
duties  at  T  'ai-chau  prevent  his  going  often  to  Wong-ngsen, 
BO  that  the  teacher  is  necessarily  left  much  to  himself;  and 
it  is  feared  the  religious  instruction  of  the  boys  is  somewhat 
neglected.  Mr.  £.  has  been  tiying  to  rent  a  house  suit- 
able for  a  chapel.  Should  he  succeed,  and  an  earnest 
native  assistant  be  stationed  there,  we  may  soon  look  for  a 
better  state  of  things.  Begarding  the  prospects  of  the 
work  in  the  T'ai-chau  district,  our  brother  is  inclined  to 
take  a  hopeful  view.  He  says, ' '  There  is  much  to  encourage 
us,  although  not  many  are  coming  out  boldly  for  Christ. 
Several  attend  to  hear  the  Gbspel, — a  few  regularly.  The 
people  seem  to  be  gaining  confidence  in  us." 

WUN-CHAU. — ^For  a  long  time  after  coming  here,  Mr. 
Stott  lacked  efficient  help,  being  sometimes  without  any. 
It  was  under  discouraging  circumstances,  indeed,  he  prose- 
cuted his  labours.  But  the  Lord  sustained  the  fedth  of 
His  servant  from  year  to  year,  whilst  not  withholding  out- 
ward tokens  of  good.  In  Miss  Ciggie,  who  was  united  to 
him  in  marriage,  soon  after  the  date  of  our  last  Yearly 
Beport,  he  has  foimd  one  of  like  spirit  with  himself  in  the 
Lord's  work ;  and  we  pray  that  they  may  long  be  spared 
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to  spend  together  their  strength  and  talents  to  promote  the 
Saviour's  cause,  and  extend  His  Idngdom  in  China. 

On  Mr.  Jackson's  giving  up  the  T'ai-chau  station  towards 
the  close  of  last  year,  he  came  here  to  cooperate  with  Mr. 
Stott.  Hitherto  no  proper  chapel  accommodation  has 
been  obtainable,  so  that  the  indoor  preaching  of  the  Gos- 
pel has  been  to  some  extent  limited.  Mr.  Jackson,  feeling 
that  under  the  circumstances  he  could  do  but  little 
in  Wun-chau,  has,  whilst  waiting  till  a  larger  chapel 
could  be  provided,  spent  much  of  his  time  in  itinera- 
ting, making  Wun-chau  his  head-quarters,  and  preach- 
ing the  glad  tidings,  and  seUing  or  distributing  Scriptures, 
&c.,  in  the  surrounding  towns  and  villages,  as  occasion 
permitted.  It  is  with  much  joy  we  have  just  heard  that  Mr. 
Stott  has  at  length  succeeded  in  renting,  in  a  busy  part  of 
the  city,  a  place  capable  of  seating  some  hundreds  of  per- 
sons, and  otherwise  suitable,  at  a  comparatively  low  rent. 
Thev  were  hoping  to  be  in  possession  in  a  few  days.  Our 
brother  S.  says,  *  *  I  trust  we  shall  then  be  in  a  better  position 
than  we  have  been,  for  preaching  the  Word  of  Eternal 
Life;  and  oh!  that  God  may  bless  it  to  many,  for  Jesus' 
sake.*'  Thus  has  God  answered  prayer,  and  rewarded  the 
patience  of  His  servants,  by  granting  them,  in  His  own  good 
time,  the  needed  accommodation  for  the  more  efl&cient  carry- 
ing on  of  His  work  here.  The  church  in  Wun-chau  includes 
five  native  members.  Three  more  natives  have  applied 
for  baptism,  and  five  are  in  an  inquiring  state  of  mind. 
One  convert  has  been  received  into  membership  during  the 
year.  The  chapel  Services  are  of  an  interesting  character. 
At  times,  after  reading  and  exposition  of  the  Word,  the 
converts  are  catechised,  so  as  to  ascertain  how  far  they 
have  understood  what  they  have  been  listening  to.  This 
plan  is,  no  doubt,  very  helpful  to  them,  tending  to  fasten 
the  truths  in  their  memories,  '^  as  a  nail  in  a  sure  place." 
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Two  of  the  natiye  members  oceasionallj  lead  in  prayer, 
and  one  exhorts  a  little.  We  are  glad  to  learn  this. 
TsiAKG  luLO'TTSQ  is  the  native  evangelist.  The  boarding- 
school  is,  at  present,  the  chief  feature  of  the  work  in  Wun- 
chau.  It  contains  twelve  boys,  the  same  number  as  in 
last  year's  return,  there  having  been  no  changes  in  the 
interval.  With  a  qualified  and  otherwise  suitable  teacher 
to  assist  him,  Mr  Stott  may  look  forward  with  confidence 
to  seeing  the  dear  children  progress  in  their  studies,  of 
which  the  Bible  and  Christian  books  form  a  large  part. 
Some  of  the  boys  have  now  received  the  careful  Christian 
training  of  our  brother  a  considerable  time,  whilst  one  or 
two  of  them  have  been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth,  giving  very  precious  evidences  of  their  faith  and 
devotion.  Is  it  too  much  to  hope  or  to  ask  that  this 
school  may  become  the  means  of  much  blessing  to  this 
part  of  China ;  that  from  its  sheltering  walls,  from  time  to 
time,  trained  young  men,  full  of  love  for  souls,  and  of  the 
Spirit,  may  go  forth  to  tell  their  countrymen  of  Him  who 
is  not  '^  worshipped  with  men's  hands,  as  though  He  needed 
anything,"  but  who  "  giveth  to  all  life  and  breath  and  all 
things,"  and  to  preach  to  them  "  repentance  toward  God, 
and  faith  toward  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ"  ?  No  :  it  cannot 
be  too  great  a  blessing  either  to  ask  or  to  hope  for  ;  and  so 
we  would  say,  may  God  our  Father  grant  it,  for  His  great 
Name's  sake.  House  visitation  has  been  carried  on  only 
to  a  limited  extent;  this  department  needing  a  female 
Missionary.  Mrs.  Stott' s  acquaintance  with  the  language 
is  progressing  rapidly ;  but  she  finds  that  the  dedms  of  her 
lai^e  household,  together  with  her  studies,  at  present  leave 
her  but  little  time  for  any  out-door  work. 

The  distribution  or  sale  of  books  and  tracts  has  been 
very  satisfactory,  more  than  ten  thousand  having  been 
disposed  of  during  the  year.  May  their  perusal  lead  many 
a  dark,  ignorant  soul  to  the  Saviour. 
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We  have  thus  rapidly  eummarised  the  leading  features 
and  facts  connected  with  the  Lord's  work  at  the  different 
stations  of  our  Mission  during  the  past  year.  Whilst 
deeply  thankful  for  what  has  been  accomplished,  we 
cannot  conclude  without  the  expression  of  our  fervent  hope 
and  prayer,  that  the  operations  of  the  present  year  may, 
through  the  blessing  of  God,  be  attended  with  greater 
results,  and  yet  larger  measures  of  success. 
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CHINA     INLAND     MISSION. 

OCCASIONAL  PAPER,  No.  27. 

'  East  Griwstead, 

September  6, 1871. 
Mt  Deab  FsiENDSy 

The  subject  much  occupying  our  hearts  of  late,  and 
frequently  brought  forward  in  conversation  here,  is  the  long 
looked  for  return  of  Mr.  Taylor.     By  the  last  mail,  we 
leam    that  claims  of   a   medical  nature  were   detaining 
him ;    otherwise,    all   arrangements   were  completed    so 
as    to    admit   of    his    temporary    absence    &om    China. 
The    disappointment,    however,  only  serves    to    sharpen 
oar  desire  to  greet  again,  face  to  face,  this  dear  servant  of 
the  Lord.    Should  we  be  permitted  to  pieet,  the  recounting 
the  labours,  anxieties,  encouragements,   and  discourage- 
ments in  the  work  during  the  last  five  years,  will  afford 
ground  for  prayer  and  humiliation,  as  well  as  for  praise 
and  rejoicing. 

I  have  little  I  can  commimicate,  beyond  what  you  will 
gather  from  the  body  of  this  paper.  It  is  necessary  to  use 
great  caution  as  to  what  we  publish  respecting  the  affairs 
of  China,  lest  our  papers,  which  are  invariably  sent  thither, 
should  be  misunderstood,  and  give  rise  to  trouble  that 
might  not  easily  be  surmounted. 

The  return  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meadows  and  their  children 
has  been  also  delayed.  They  will  now,  in  all  probability, 
accompanied  by  Miss  Faulding,  come  by  the  same  ship 
with  Mr.  Taylor  and  his  little  boy.  It  was  considered  wise 
Miss  Faulding  should  visit  England  at  this  opportune 
time,  that,  upon  returning,  she  may  prosecute  her  much« 
loved  work  with  renewed  vigour  and  strength.— I  remain, 
sincerely  and  gratefully, 

Yours,  in  our  Lord, 

William  Thos.  Besgkk. 
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PE0QRES8  OF  THE  WORK. 

EIU-KIANG. — Mr.  Ga&dwell  sends  an  aocount  of  a 
reoent  extended  boat-excursion  he  lias  made.  After  skirting 
along  the  western  shore  of  the  lake  P'o-jang,  he  proceeded 
up  the  Elan  river  to  Nan-ch'ang,  the  capital  of  Kiang-si 
province,  and  from  thence  up  a  confluent  of  the  Kan,  the 
Tung  river,  to  the  very  important  city  of  Fu-chau,  one 
hundred  miles  further  south  than  Nan-ch'ang.  (See  map 
in  last  paper.)  When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  this  part  of 
Ohina  has,  in  all  probability,  never  before  been  visited  by 
a  Protestant  missionary,  the  manner  in  which  he  was 
received,  and  his  success  in  so  largely  disseminating  the 
written  Word  of  God,  are  very  encouraging.  Mr.  Cabd- 
wbll's  communication,  which  we  give  in  fuU,  is  dated 
June  drd. 

'<  .  .  .  On  the  2nd  of  May,  at  11  a.m.,  I  started  in  my 
boat  for  the  P'o-yang  Lake.     Had  a  light  wind,  but  reached 
Tor-ku-tang,  at  8.30  p.m.,  ninety  li  distant.  This  is  a  small 
town  of  300  shops,  situated  on  what  is  an  island  at  high 
water,  at  the  foot  of  some  very  high  hills.  It  is  a  busy  place, 
and  would  make  a  good  mission  station,  being  only  forty  li 
across  the  coimtry  from.  Kiu-kiang.       Owing  to  many 
thunder-showers  and  an  adverse  wind,  I  was  detained  here 
over  two  days,  during  which  time,  many  visits  were  made 
to  the  town,  and  139  Gospels  sold.     The  next  place  is 
Nan-kan-fu,  sixty  li  further  on,  a  walled  city,  but  in  a 
miserable  condition.     The  rebels,  having  nearly  destroyed 
the  place,  seem  also  to  have  crushed  aU  spirit  out  of  the 
people,  for  there  are  no  signs  of  rebuilding,  as  seen  in 
most  places.    There  are  only  two  streets,  and  these  are 
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Tery  narrow  and  dirty.  The  shops  were  only  scantily 
stocked  with  goods,  and  the  people  appeared  yeiy  poor. 
The  mandarins  here  inquired  if  we  had  passports,  and 
whether  we  were  Eoman  Catholics.  On  being  told  that 
we  had  passports,  and  that  we  were  not  Eoman  Catholics, 
they  looked  pleased,  and  said  we  might  in  that  case  pro- 
ceed on  our  journey;  otherwise  they  wotdd  not  hare 
allowed  us  to  do  so.  Sold  here  only  twenty-four  Gbspels. 
The  place  lies  inside  a  little  bend  of  the  lake,  facing  S.E., 
haying  for  the  back-ground  a  fine  bold  mountain  called 
Le-Sam.  It  is  yery  beautifully  situated.  There  are  two 
pagodas  on  the  bank,  just  aboye  a  long  stone  breakwater, 
inside  of  which  boats  can  anchor,  free  from  storm  and 
wind,  which  are  not  unusual  here,  as  the  lake  opens  out 
into  a  fine  large  bay,  sixty  li  across.  The  next  stopping 
place  is  Wu-chun,  ninety  H  further. 

''This  is  a  yery  large,  prosperous  town,  being  at  least 
three  times  the  size  of  Kiu-kiang.  It  is  situated  at  the 
8. W.  "Corner,  at  the  top  of  the  lake,  and,  as  it  seemed 
to  me,  on  an  island.  The  first  day,  on  going  about,  the 
people  gathered  together  to  see  the  great  sight,  and  at 
times  quite  obstructed  the  thoroughfare.  On  entering  a 
large  paved  court  in  front  of  a  temple,  they  thronged  me, 
and  stones  and  other  things  were  thrown  at  me.  A 
stone  struck  me  on  the  cheek,  but  did  not  hurt  much. 
I  appealed  to  them,  and  told  them  it  was  not  proper  to 
treat  a  stranger  so,  and  that  they  ought  to  reproye  the 
boys  who  were  throwing  stones.  I  was  pleased  to  find 
that  they  did  so,  and  the  next  day  I  had  little  to  com- 
plain o£  On  going  across  the  riyer  in  a  ferry-boat 
filled  with  Chinese,  they  were  yeiy  chatty,  and  one  man 
put  his  hand  by  the  side  of  mine,  and  said  to  the  others, 
'It  is  the  same.'  I  then  asked  him  how  it  was  they  called 
me  '  foreign  deyil  P'   He  had  confessed  my  hands  were  the 
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below  the  capital  the  oountry  is  yery  flat,  mostly  oorered 
by  water,  and  hardly  a  bouse  to  be  seen.  From  that  to 
Fa*Ghau,  hills  appear,  and  the  conntry  is  well  wooded  and 
QoltiTated.  The  tallow-tree  abounds,  and  many  large 
camphor-trees  stand  round  the  villages.  Fu-Ghan  is  a 
walled  city,  with  a  large  suburb  on  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  riyer.  A  bridge  of  twelve  arches  spans  the  stream, 
the  middle  arch  being  constructed  as  a  draw-bridge,  so  as 
to  allow  the  boats  to  pass  to  and  £ro  without  lowering  their 
masts.  This  is  a  great  paper  mart,  and  seems  to  be  a 
busy  place.  We  had  to  remain  in  the  boat  all  one  day, 
owing  to  rain.  The  next  morning  the  river  rose  at  least 
six  feet  in  an  hour  and  a  half,  rushing  under  the  bridge 
at  a  furious  rate.  The  people  here  did  not  buy  very 
freely;  we  only  sold  about  160  books.  On  the  23rd 
started  for  home  at  3  p.m.,  reaching  Shway-hing  on  the 
evening  of  the  25th.  This  is  a  small  town  which  has 
recently  been  rebuilt,  having  been  destroyed  by  fire  last 
year.  Stayed  here  but  a  short  time,  and  sold  144  books. 
On  the  27th,  at  10  a.m.,  reached  Kow-chau-fu,  a  city  of 
considerable  size.  On  coming  in  sight  of  the  custom- 
house boat,  I  was  hailed  by  the  men  in  charge,  in  such 
polite  language  •  as  this,  *  Foreign  devil,  stop ! '  This  was 
repeated  several  times.  As  I  did  not  stop,  a  boat  was  eent 
after  me,  and  on  getting  alongside,  I  asked  the  men  why 
they  called  me  such  names,  and  that  I  would  report  them 
to  their  officer.  They  seemed  frightened,  and  went  away, 
saying  it  was  a  mistake ;  that  they  called  out  '  foreign 
boat '  not  'foreign  devil.'  I  kept  my  word  with  them,  for 
on  passing  again  on  my  way  to  £iu-kiang,  I  stopped  and 
had  an  interview  with  the  mandarin,  telling  him  of  the 
circumstance,  and  expressing  a  hope  that  he  woidd  reprove 
his  people  for  their  bad  conduct.  He  acknowledged  what 
I  said  to  be  correct,  ajid  promised  to  do  as  I  wished. 
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''The  first  day  at  Kow-Ohan  I  stood  most  of  the  time  on 
the  front  of  the  boat,  so  that  the  people  might  see  me.  If 
I  went  inside  for  a  few  minutes,  a  volley  of  stones  would 
come,  in  order  to  bring  me  out  again.  I  can  assure  you  I 
was  not  sorry  when  night  came,  to  be  able  to  have  a  little 
rest  and  quiet.     Sold  from  the  boat  oyer  300  Gospels. 

^*  The  next  morning  went  into  the  street,  and  found  the 
advantage  of  staying  in  the  boat  the  day  before,  as  there 
was  no  thronging.  About  3  p.m.  we  were  requested  by  an 
officer  from  the  mandarin  to  produce  our  papers,  who,  after 
reading  them,  said  he  must  show  them  to  the  mandarin, 
and  desired  us  to  return  to  the  boat  until  the  papers  were 
aent  back  to  us.  We  went  to  the  boat,  and  remained  one 
hour ;  but  as  the  papers  did  not  make  their  appearance, 
started  again  to  work.  On  our  return  found  they  had  not 
oome,  therefore  I  at  once  sent  the  teax^her  for  them. 

''  In  about  half  an  hour  the  officer  came,  and  handed  the 
papers  to  us  yery  politely,  not  saying  a  word  against  them, 
tpnly  that  they  did  not  state  that  we  could  sell  books.  Of 
course  that  was  of  little  consequence.  He,  however,  tried 
to  persuade  me  to  leave,  for  fear  the  people  should  do  me 
an  injury.  He  asked  me  several  times  if  I  was  a  Boman 
Catholic.  I  told  him  I  was  not,  and  did  not  fear.  The 
people  had  been  very  quiet  all  the  while  I  had  been  at 
the  place,  and  I  should  not  go  till  I  had  finished  what  I 
wanted  to  do.  After  a  little  talk  about  general  matters, 
he  left.  The  next  day  went  to  another  part  of  the  city, 
and  fell  in  with  a  lot  of  students.  They  were  very  civil 
indeed,  and  purchased  many  copies  of  the  Gospel  according 
to  Matthew  and  Luke.  At  mid-day  left  for  Kiu-kiang, 
•reached  Tor-ku-tang  on  the  evening  of  the  next  day.  At 
5  A.M.  the  following  morning  I  started  to  walk  40  li 
across  the  countiy,  arriving  at  Kiu-kiang  at  9.30  a.m. 
on  June  1st.  I  had  been  absent  thirty  days,  and  travelled 
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a  distance  of  770  li  south,  as  far  as  Ea-Chau-fu,  liaTing 
visited  five  walled  cities,  six  towns,  and  fourteen  Tillages, 
at  most  of  wluch  forei^ers  had  not  been  seen.  I  sold 
over  2,000  Gospels,  39  copies  of  Old  and  New  Tes- 
taments, and  400  other  books.  This  being  the  first 
journey,  I  was  careful  not  to  say  or  do  anything  that 
would  in  any  way  arouse  the  people,  lest  I  should 
hinder  future  usefulness.  I^  therefore,  confined  myself 
to  answering  their  questions,  and  giving  them  an  explana- 
tion of  the  nature  of  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  books 
I  sold ;  endeavouring  to  aUay  their  fears  and  undermine 
their  prejudices.  Thus  has  been  completed  a  journey, 
which,  for  the  last  seven  years,  I  have  been  longing  and 
praying  to  undertake.  May  the  Lord  be  praised !  I  ask 
your  united  prayers,  that  this  may  be  the  first  of  many 
journeys,  and  the  beginning  of  much  and  lasting  blessing 
to  the  people  of  this  province.  '  Behold  the  Lord  is  mine 
helper,  the  Lord  is  with  them  who  uphold  my  soul.* " 

Our  brother's  appeal  for  united  earnest  prayers,  that 
blessing  may  attend  his  efforts,  and  that  he  may  often 
have  the  privilege  of  proclaiming  the  Gospel  in  this  inland 
district,  will,  we  are  sure,  meet  with  a  hearty  response 
from  aU  the  Lord's  people  who  have  read  the  foregoing 
details.  Additional  importance  is  given  to  the  request, 
from  the  fact  that  this  part  of  China  is  densely  populated. 

HINfl-HAI  —  PUMG-HWA  — '  0-Z, 

Mr.  WiLUAMSoN  writes: —  .  .  . 
"In  my  last  I  mentioned  the  desirability  of  getting 
another  place  for  a  chapel  at  !Fung-hwa,  and  since 
then  we  have  l^ad  a  good  deal  of  trouble,  and 
have  spent  much  time  about  that  matter.  Towards 
the  end  of  January,  we  entered  into  negociations  for  a 
house  which  seemed  in  some  respects  suitable  for  a  tempo- 
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raiy  chapel,  and  residence  for  the  native  helper.  Beqniring 
to  go  to  Ning-hai,  I  told  Ycen  Sik-sanq  to  ascertain  the 
temis,  in  order  that  we  might  get  it  settled  by  the  end  of 
the  Chinese  year.  On  my  return  to  Fung-hwa,  on  the  last 
day  of  the  year,  I  was  adced  to  go  and  see  other  premises, 
originally  built  for  an  ancestral  haU,  but  which,  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  had  been  unoccupied.  After  doing  so,  I 
expressed  my  approval  as  to  their  suitability,  but  my  doubt 
as  to  our  being  able  to  obtain  peaceable  possession.  I  was 
told  that  the  elders  of  the  dan  to  whom  the  place  belonged 
were  anxious  to  let  it,  and  had  come  and  offered  it  to  us. 
So  stating  what  I  should  be  willing  to  give  as  rent,  I  left 
the  matter  to  be  settled  between  the  elders  on  the  one  side, 
and  Yoen  Sin-sang,  and  my  school-teacher  on  the  other. 
The  same  evening,  the  papers  were  written  out  and  signed, 
and  a  deposit  paid,  the  elders  of  the  dan  going  away  evi- 
dently delighted  at  the  prospect  of  being  able  to  make 
forty-six  dollars  per  annum  of  property  which  they  had 
hitherto  considered  useless.  The  next  day,  however,  when 
it  became  known  that  the  place  had  been  let  to  the  '  red- 
haired  man,'  there  was  no  small  stir  among  the  members 
of  the  dan ;  and  some  people,  bent  on  stirring  up  strife, 
told  them  that  their  elders  had  received  a  large  sum  of 
money  from  the  foreigner,  which  they  wished  to  pocket 
themselves,  without  sharing  it  with  the  others.  The  result 
was,  that  notwithstanding  its  being  the  first  day  of  the 
year,  when  every  Celestial  is  expected,  for  that  day  at  least, 
to  abstain  from  cursing,  quarrelling,  and  bad  language,  a 
few  of  the  members  of  the  clan  did  both  curse  and  beat 
their  elders.  After  a  great  deal  of  quarrelliag  among  them- 
selves, we  were  asked  to  give  up  our  daim  to  the  house,  as 
there  was  no  prospect  of  a  peaceful  settlement.  This  we 
consented  to  do,  on  condition  that  they  assisted  us  in  rent- 
ing another,  or  in  purchasing  ground  on  which  to  build  one. 
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''  After  considerable  delay,  we  procured  a  piece  of  land, 
on  wHich.  there  are  at  present  some  one-storey  houses, 
which  we  have  mortgaged  for  several  hundred  years  for 
240,000  cash  (say  240  dollars).  The  property  belong; ed  to 
one  of  the  elders,  and  the  others  acted  as  middlemen.  So, 
at  present,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  the  matter  appears  to 
be  settled.  We  have  g^ven  up  the  place  which  has-been 
occupied  as  a  chapel  since  the  station  was  opened,  and  are 
at  present  using  the  school-room  as  a  temporary  chapel, 
and  find  it  in  some  respects  better  than  the  place  we  have 
left. 

"  With  regard  to  our  work,  I  am  glad  to  report  that  we 
are  still  meeting  with  encouragement.  One  member,  who 
was  causing  us  some  anxiety,  has  been  going  on  very  well 
for  some  time. 

"  On  the  first  day  of  the  Chinese  New  Year,  we  baptized 
two  elderly  females,  who  were  inquirers  when  Mr.  Crombie 
left.  Another,  who  lives  at  a  village  about  fifteen  li  to  the 
westward  of  the  city,  was  expected ;  but  she  did  not  come 
then,  and  her  baptism  has  been  postponed.  At  present, 
there  are  three  candidates  for  baptism,  and  two  or  three 
inquirers.  We  have  now  six  boys  in  the  school,  who  ap- 
pear to  be  making  good  progress ;  all,  with  one  exception, 
are  related  to  members  either  here  or  at  *0-z.  V(en  Snr- 
SANO  and  his  wife  are  labouring  on  faithfully,  and  crave  a 
continued  interest  in  your  prayers. 

**  On  the  5th  day  of  the  Chinese  New  Year  we  had  a 
social  meeting  with  the  members,  and  passed  the  day 
pleasantly  and  profitably.  The  forenoon  was  spent  in  de- 
votional exercises ;  after  which  a  brief  statement  was  read 
of  the  affairs  of  the  church.  The  present  number  of  mem- 
bers is  nineteen,  and  the  collections  during  the  past  year 
amoimted  to  nearly  10,000  cash  (about  ten  dollars). 
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HIHO-HAI. — "  It  is  with  much  pleasnre  I  have  to  report 
an  addition  of  four  members  here ;  two  were  baptized  on 
the  5th  February,  and  two  on  the  19th  March.  The  first 
of  these,  a  young  man  aged  twenty-fiye,  is  an  interesting 
case.  He  is  employed  in  the  city  as  a  tobacco-cutter,  and 
his  parents  live  at  Nio-ao,  a  large  yillage  situated  about 
midway  between  Ning-hai  and  Ling-stong,  one  of  Mr. 
Steyenson's  out-stations.  When  his  parents  learned  that 
he  was  going  to  the  house  of  the  '  red-haired  man,'  they 
became  greatly  alarmed,  and  sending  for  him  entreated 
him  not  to  go  again,  or  he  would  have  medicine  given  him 
which  would  cause  him  to  lose  all  self-control,  and  they 
would  be  without  a  son.  Still  further  to  influence  him 
against  us,  they  threatened  to  commit  suicide.  This,  for  a 
time,  waa  the  means  of  preyenting  his  coming  to  the  chapel. 
After  much  prayer,  and  evident  mental  conflict,  he  resolved 
openly  to  confess  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  took  another  journey 
to  his  home,  to  let  his  parents  know  his  intention,  and  also 
to  exhort  them  to  believe.  Although  they  still  tried  to 
dissuade  him,  they  did  not  so  strongly  oppose  his  intention 
as  on  previous  occasions,  nor  did  they  again  threaten  to 
commit  suicide.  On  his  return,  he  gladly  made  a  publio 
profession,  and  is  giving  us  encouragement,  continuing 
steadfast  notwithstanding  much  opposition  from  his  em- 
ployers and  fellow- workmen.  He  is  very  earnest  in  prayer 
that  his  aged  parents  may  be  brought  to  believe  in  Jesus. 
The  other  received  with  him  was  the  wife  of  one  of  the 
members,  an  old  blacksmith,  frho  was  baptized  by  Mr. 
Crombie. 

"  On  March  19th  I  had  the  joy  of  receiving  two  others 
here  (Ning-hai),  an  old  woman  and  her  son,  who  reside 
outside  the  South  g^te.  These  two  were  candidates  for 
baptism  before  Mr.  Crombie  left,  but  for  some  reason  had 
fiedlen  back  for  a  time.    The  old  woman  was  a  devotee^ 
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belonging  to  a  sect  termed  the  Sin-tin-kyiao,  vho  abstain 
firom  animal  food,  and  who  trorship  ezdusiyelj  Kwun- 
ing  Bnsah,  or  the  Goddess  of  Mercy.  I  have  now  in  mj 
possession  two  of  her  idols,  before  one  of  which  she 
reckons,  that  within  the  last  thirty  years  she  had  burned 
more  than  100,000  cash  (about  100  dollars)  worth  of 
incense  and  candles.  At  present  there  are  two  inquirers. 
The  total  number  of  members,  if  we  include  Fong  neng-kwe 
and  his  wife  (now  living  at  'Ong-zih),  is  eleven.  The 
assistant  and  Bible  woman  are  going  on  steadily  with 
their  work.  Lao-tiu-dzino,  formerly  at  Fung-hwa,  ha» 
been  residing  here  for  a  short  time. 

"  *0-2. — On  February  26th  we  baptized  a  young  maA^  son 
of  one  of  the  members  living  at  Mao-deo,  a  village  about  a 
mile  east,  and  on  the  following  Tuesday  we  had  a  dinner 
and  social  meeting.  There  has  been  one  addition  to  our 
number  here,  but  one  having  died  leaves  us  still  sixteen  in 
fellowship.  There  are  at  present  two  candidates  for 
baptism,  while  a  few  who  make  no  profession  have  entirely 
renounced  idolatry.  Buddhist  priests,  fortune-tellers  &c., 
curse  *0-2  as  a  place  where  they  are  unable  to  obtain  money. 
From  Zao-tseko,  the  out-station,  I  have  nothing  particular 
to  report  at  present.  During  the  first  month  of  the  Chinese 
year  the  Sabbath  afternoon  services  were  well  attended. 
It  is  desirable  that  more  time  and  effort  were  put  forth  for 
this  place.  "Wong-kyu6-yt5o  has  been  a  few  weeks  at 
Ning-hai,  while  his  son  has  been  supplying  his  place  here : 
I  expect  to  visit  them  in  a  few  days. 

''  'OH G-ZIH. — During  the  "first  month  of  the  Chinese  new 
year,  the  average  regular  attendants  at  the  service  on  Sab- 
baths were  six  or  seven,  besides  a  few  who  came  occasionally 
from  curiosity.     Fong  Neng-kwe  reports  a  family  living 
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among  the  hills,  about  a  mile  to  the  northward,  who  had 
entirely  renounced  idolatry,  and  three  of  them  had  regularly 
attended  the  serviced.  The  season  for  field  labour  has, 
however,  now  arrived,  and  I  hear  there  is  at  present  only 
one  attending;  and  it  may  be  that  we  shall  be  disappointed 
in  some  cases  which  at  first  seemed  hopeful.  An  old  woman, 
who  heard  the  Gospel  on  the  first  day  of  the  Chinese  new 
year,  went  home  and  threw  away  her  implements  of  idola- 
trous worship  ;  but  she  seems  rather  impulsive,  and  since 
then  manifests  a  tendency  to  go  back  to  her  former  ways. 
Vfe  have  rather  a  hopeful  case  in  the  landlady  of  our  pre- 
mises. Formerly  she  went  annually  to  T'in-t'ee,  about  forty 
miles  distant,  in  company  with  other  elderly  females, 
spending  a  considerable  sum  of  money  in  travelling  ex- 
penses and  in  gifts  to  the  priests.  This  year  she  has  not 
gon«,  and  I  trust  her  example  may  have  some  influence  in 
detoTring  others." 

Again  Mr.  Williamson  writes — 

'* .  .  .  At  present  I  have  little  to  communicate  re- 
garding the  work  here,  for  it  seems  a  time  of  much 
drought  in  spiritual  things.  The  native  brethren,  while 
outwardly  maintaining  a  consistent  profession,  are  not  so 
full  of  life  and  zeal  as  we  could  wish ;  while  some,  of 
whom  we  once  hoped  much,  have  gone  back  to  the  world. 
I  long  to  see  the  converts  growing  in  grace,  and  in  zeal 
for  the  Lord  and  the  salvation  of  their  fellow  countrymen. 

*'  1  am  thankful  to  say  tranquillity  continues  up  to  the 
present  time.  Yet  I  have  a  deep  conviction  that  dark  days 
are  at  hand,  and  deep  trials  in  store, — it  may  be  for  us  and 
the  native  brethren;  or  the  judgments  of  God  may  be 
speedily  poured  out  upon  the  heathen,  who  do  not  know, 
nor  wish  to  know.  His  name. 

**  There  is  no  ooncealing  the  fact,  that  while  the  rulers  are 
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bitterly  opposed  to  eyeTything  that  would  tend  to  the  de- 
relopment  of  the  resources  of  their  country  and  the  welfare 
of  their  people,  they  are  eagerly  availing  themselves  of 
every  warlike  appliance,  and  fully  believe  the  time  is 
at  hand,  when  they  will  be  able  to  use  those  implements  of 
destruction  the  foreigners  have  been  teaching  them  to  make, 
in  expelling  every  one  of  them  from  their  coasts,  and  then 
to  fall  back  themselves  upon  their  old  isolation  from  man- 
kind. ...  As  a  servant  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  I  hate  the 
thought  of  war ;  yet  I  cannot  avoid  the  impression  thai 
the  time  is  not  far  off  when  the  rulers  of  China,  in  theJr 
pride  and  ignorance,  will  make  the  attempt  to  rid  then- 
selves  of  the  'Barbarians,'  by  acts  of  which  the  massaere 
at  T4en-tsin,  last  year,  was  but  the  beginning.  Amid  all 
these  conflicting  affairs,  however,  we  know  that  the  '  Lord 
Omnipotent  reigneth,'  and  all  things  work  together  for  good 
to  them  who  love  Kim." 

CHIH-EIANG. — ^For  more  than  a  year  past  this  import- 
ant station  has  had  the  advantage  of  the  persona.^  help 
and  supervision  of  Mr.  Taylob,  as  far  as  the  state  of  his 
health  would  permit.  His  approaching  visit  to  this  country, 
for  rest  and  conference,  has,  however,  necessitated  his  re- 
linquishing the  oversight  to  other  hands.  Circumfttances 
having  rendered  prudent  the  removal  of  Mr.  Judd 
and  family  from  Ohin-kiang  (as  explained  under  the  head 
of  that  station),  he  will  take  charge  of  the  work  h^e.  He 
hopes  also  to  re-open  his  school  in  this  city,  trusting  that 
some  of  his  late  scholars  in  Yang«chau  (six  of  whom  were 
Christians)  may  be  allowed  to  follow  him,  and  that  others 
from  the  immediate  neighbourhood  may  come. 

Our  brother,  Mr.  Heid,  in  a  recent  letter,  after  allud- 
ing to  the  lowering  aspect  of  affairs  in  China,  for  the 
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oountry  itself  as  well  as  for  foreigners,  remarks  upon  the 
manifest  preparation  for  a  state  of  war  whicli  is  going  on 
around  him.  He  sajs,  ''The  breaches  in  the  city  walls 
have  been  repaired.  The  forts  are  being  carefully  attended 
to,  and  guns  of  extra  power  added ;  and  from  the  number 
of  soldiers  about  and  near  us,  the  unusual  presence  oi 
many  gun-boats,  the  reviewing  of  troops,  &c.,  we  must  con- 
clude that  war  is  contemplated." 

It  is  the  conyiction  of  many  conversant  with  China,  both 
missionaries  and  others,  that  troublous  days  are  in  store 
for  it,  that  another  great  internal  struggle  is  impending. 
This  is  in  addition  to,  and  quite  independent  of,  the  vexed 
question  of  the  domiciliation  and  status  of  the  foreigner  in 
the  country — a  question  which,  as  bearing  upon  the  de* 
yelopment  of  their  work,  and  the  spread  of  Truth,  is  one  full 
of  anxiety  to  the  servants  itnd  Church  of  Christ,  both  there 
and  here.  Our  trust  is  in  Jehovah,  our  eyes  are  up  unto 
Him.  He  alone  can  avert  all  dangers,  can  clear  the  way, 
and  send  forth  His  soldiers,  *^  conquering  and  to  conquer." 

In  our  last  we  intimated  that  Miss  Desqbaz  might  pro« 
bably  remove  to  this  city  from  Yang-chau.  This  step, 
which  subsequent  events  proved  to  be  a  wise  one,  she  has 
now  taken.;  and,  in  conjunction  with  Miss  Bowter,  was, 
at  the  date  of  her  last  letter,  about  to  open  a  school  here. 
She  did  not  bring  any  of  her  Yang-chau  scholars  with  her 
except  the  little  girl  she  adopted  while  at  Hang-chau,  for 
the  same  reason  that  influenced  Mr.  Judd  not  to  bring  his, 
namely,  lest  it  should  give  rise  to  evil  reports ;  and  it  was 
felt,  at  this  very  serious  juncture,  it  were  better  even 
to  err  on  the  side  of  caution^ 

She  says,  ''  Some  children  came  yesterday  to  see  us,  and 
we  were  much  cheered  by  their  asking  us  when  we  were 
going  to  open  the  school.  They  said  they  wanted  to  come 
to  read  books,  so  we  invited  them  for  to-morrow,  and  will 
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get  the  room  ready  as  far  as  we  can.  To-day  we  hare  had 
some  more  women  and  children  to  see  us.  They  seem 
very  Mendly,  much  more  so  than  the  people  of  Yang-chau." 

Besides  the  school-work,  our  sister  is  contemplating 
risiting  the  families  in  the  neighbourhood.  ''  There  are," 
she  remarks,  '^  a  great  many  cottages  all  around,  and  the 
people  seem  friendly  to  us,  as  we  pass.  We  hope,  the 
Lord  helping,  to  be  able  to  commence  work  amongst  them." 

Miss  BowTEB  also  writes  with  reference  to  the  school- 
house  : — ^'  ...  I  am  sure  you  would  like  to  see  this 
house.  It  is  so  pleasantly  situated,  with  green  hiUs  in  the 
front,  and  the  river  Tang-tse  not  far  from  us  at  the  back. 
The  house  itself  is  large  and  airy,  with  eyerything  condu- 
cive to  comfort  and  usefulness." 

Two  converts,  we  are  glad  to  report,  were  received  into 
the  church  here  on  April  23.  They  were  baptieed  by  Mr. 
Tatlob,  the  testimony  of  their  lives  for  some  months  past, 
as  to  the  reality  of  their  conversion,  being  such  as  to  give 
joy  to  the  brethren. 

■ 

WUN-CHAtF. — ^We  glean  the  following  particulars  from 
a  letter  recently  to  hand  from  Mr.  Stott  : — 

'^  .  .  .  Our  new  chapel  is  now  about  completed; 
and  whenever  we  open  it,  we  get  large  audiences  to  hear 
the  Gospel.  Every  Lord's-day  some  hundreds  come ;  and 
when  once  the  repairs  are  finished,  we  intend  having  it 
open  on  week-days  also ;  but  as  yet  it  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  workmen.  The  expenses  have  gone  far  beyond  our 
first  estimate.  We  thought  about  20  dols.  wotdd  be  suffi- 
cient ;  but  already  we  have  expended  more  than  60  dols. 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  by  the  kindness  and  bounty  of  our 
Heavenly  Father,  we  have  been  able  to  meet  all  demands. 
The  work  on  the  whole  is  encouraging  and  making  progpress. 
Last  Lord's-day  Mr.  Jagesoit  baptized  four  persons;  some 
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of  them  have  given  much  hope  for  a  long  time,  and  ptomiee 
to  be  useftil  in  the  church.  The  yearly  examinations  are 
now  going  on ;  but  as  yet  the  Atadents  have  been  quiet. 
Beyond  a  few  bills  stuck  up  here  and  there  in  the  city,  and 
on  the  chapel  door,  exhorting  the  people  to  beware  of  the 
foreign  doctrines,  and  to  do  their  best  to  cherish  hatred  to 
eveiything  foreign,  there  has  nothing  transpired  of  any 
importance.  Some  of  the  students  have  called  and  got 
books.  This  morning  five  or  six  from  the  country  came  in, 
and  I  had  a  long  talk  with  them.  It  would  surprise  any 
one,  who  does  not  know  the  Chinese  and  their  modes  of 
study,  to  see  men  from  twenty  to  thirty  years'  of  age,  who 
hare  been  studying  from  infancy.  Most  cottage  children 
at  home,  of  nine  years  of  age,  have  more  real  book- 
learning  than  a  Chinese  student  has  at  thirty.  What  a 
blessing  the  light  of  the  Qospel  would  be  to  these  poor 
darkened  creaturee  who  sit  orer  their  books,  and  worship 
them. 

'<  Monday  morning.— Yesterday  we  had  very  good  ser- 
rioes,  and  some  hundreds  heard  the  words  of  everlasting 
life.  Some  listened  all  the  time  very  attentively,  seeming 
to  understand  a  good  deal  of  what  was  being  said.  The 
examination  hall  is  in  the  same  street  as  our  chapel,  and 
only  a  short  distance  off;  yet  all  was  as  quiet  as  could  be, 
which  was  encouraging.  At  night  we  had  a  very  nice 
service,  when  some  of  the  school-boys  and  others  gave 
dear  and  pointed  answers  to  some  questions  put  to  them, 
proving  that  they  knew  more  of  (Jod's  Word  than  the  mere 
letter.  My  prayer  is  that  they  may  grow  in  grace  daily, 
and  in  the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ.'' 

T'AI-CBAV. — The  subjoined  is  from  Mr.  Bublakd,  May 
5,  1871:— 

'^  .  •  The  work  here  is  going  on  steadily.    Two  of  the 
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candidates  have  been  receiyed,  but  are  not  yet  baptized. 
We  hope  they  will  be  shortly.  One  of  them  was  a  candi- 
date when  Mr.  Jackson  was  here,  and  comes  from  a  village 
70  li  from  T^ai-chau.  The  people  there  are  anxious  to  hear 
the  Gospel ;  I  hope  ere  long  to  go  over  and  see  for  myself, 
and  if  they  are  in  earnest,  I  think  that  will  be  the  place 
in  which  to  have  a  station.  There  is  another  candidate  for 
baptism  there,  but  he  is  not  yet  clear  as  to  what  he 
believes.  The  majority  of  the  people  of  that  village 
belong  to  a  sect  called  the  *  Lin-Tin-Kyiao,'  which  by 
Chinese  law  is  punishable  with  death,  and  not  being  able 
to  find  ease  of  mind,  they  are  anxious  to  hear  something 
that  will  give  rest  to  their  troubled  consciences.  Thanks  to 
our  Father  we  have  something  real  to  offer  them — a  real 
Christ. 

''The  attendance  here  on  Sundays  keeps  pretty  good.' 
For  some  time  the  chapel  was  too  small;  but  the  last  few 
weeks  there  have  not  been  so  many.  I  have  taken  the 
house  adjoining,  which  will  make  a  larger  chapel;  and 
being  so  near,  and  yet  not  in  our  house,  it  will  be  more 
convenient.     We  hope  to  get  possession  shortly.  .  ." 

7ANG-CHAU. — Again  have  the  missionaries  in  this 
place  been  called  to  pass  through  a  season  of  great  anxiety 
and  suspense,  in  connexion  with  being  allowed  to  remain  in 
their  present  premises.  At  one  time  it  seemed  as  though, 
unless  they  should  at  once  quit,  another  riot  was  imminent; 
but  through  the  over-ruling  of  our  gracious  God,  the  dan- 
ger has  been  averted,  and  an  amicable  and  satisfactory 
arrangement  come  to,  by  which  our  brethren  have  the  place 
secured  to  them  for  some  time  to  come.  Our  hearts  are  grate- 
ful for  this  fresh  mercy.  On  account,  however,  of  the 
excited  state  of  popular  feeling  still  prevailiog  in  Yang- 
chau,  it  has  been  thought  desirable  by  Mr.  Taylor  and 
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others,  that  for  the  present  at  least,  female  missionaries 
should  not  reside  at  this  station.  Much  to  their  sorrow, 
therefore,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jttdd  have  just  had  to  give  up 
their  work  here,  and  proceed  to  Chin-kiang.  But  we  are 
pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  church  here  will  not  be 
left  without  careful  and  able  supervision ;  for  Mr.  Charles 
FiSHE,  whose  acceptance  of  the  position  of  secretaiy  to  the 
mission  in  China,  we  noticed  in  O.P.  No.  25,  has  offered  to 
reside  here,  and  discharge  this  additional  duty.  We 
earnestly  trust  that  strength,  as  it  may  be  needed,  will  be 
given  our  brother  for  the  above,  and  every  other  service, 
undertaken  by  him  for  the  furtherance  of  the  Gospel  in  that 
land. 

The  following,  from  Mr.  Jttdd,  was  written  before  their 
removal  from  Yang-chau  was  decided  on : — 

"...  Many  thanks  for  your  kind  letter,  containing  a 

check  for  £ ,  from  the  Lord's  children  with  you.    How 

very  kind  of  them  to  g^ve  us  so  much  help. 

'*  There  are  a  few  in  Yang-chau  for  whom  I  would  ask 
prayer,  viz.,  the  three  native  labourers,  my  teacher,  the 
Bible  woman,  and  Chang  Sin-sang.  The  latter  I  have  re- 
cently employed  as  an  evangelist.  Also,  I  would  ask  your 
prayers  for  a  mandarin's  lady,  probably  converted,  but  who 
has  many  hindrances  to  her  being  baptized,  chiefly  her 
husband's  forbidding  it.  Also,  for  a  very  poor  woman, 
whom  we  believe  to  be  saved.  Her  name  is  Tsii ;  she  is 
exceedingly  poor,  though  formerly  in  a  better  position. 
Herself,  her  husband,  and  her  mother  have  been  for  some 
time  almost  entirely  supported  by  the  little  needlework 
dear  Jenny  has  been  able  to  give  her,  or  to  obtain  for 
her.  She  has  long  been  an  anxious  inquirer,  but  only  re- 
cently does  she  appear  to  have  rested  in  the  Lord  Jesus, 
and  now  desires  baptism.     She  greatly  needs  the  Lord's 
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support,  for  she  is  yerj  delicate  in  body,  and  feeUe  in  her 
spirit.  .  .  ." 

SHAO-H JNG — SIN-CH'ANO— SHIMG-HIBK.— At   the 

time  of  making  up  his  last  annual  statement,  Mr.  Stevest- 
soN  could  not  speak  of  any  addition  to  the  churches  under 
his  care  during  the  year;  yet  our  brother  felt  assured 
there  would  be  increase  and  blessing  shortly,  and  looked 
forward  to  the  future  with  conMenoe.  God  has  graciously 
honoured  the  faith  of  His  servant  by  causing  him  largely 
to  realize  his  hope,  as  the  subjoined  extracts  horn  his  last 
letter  will  show  : — 

** .  .  .  You  will  rejoice  to  hear  that  Gbd  has  given 
us  the  joy  of  witnessing  six  more  persons  obeying  the 
Lord's  command  in  baptism.  To  Him  be  all  the  praise,  to 
whom  alone  it  is  due  I  I  was  much  pleased  on  a  recent 
visit  to  SiN-OH^ANO  to  be  able  to  hope  that  several  souls 
had  been  saved,  and  that  the  people  generally  were  most 
friendly  towards  us.  They  listened  to  the  preaching  with 
such  attention  and  respect  as  to  make  us  feel  quite  pleased 
with  the  work  there.  I  remained  over  a  week  at  this  sta* 
tion,  and  had  many  opportunities  of  preaching,  and  much 
pleasant  intercourse  with  the  people,  which  I  hope,  by  GK>d's 
blessing,  will  be  productive  of  good  residts.  After  careful 
examination,  and  much  united  prayer,  we  decided  to  receive 
into  the  Church  by  baptism  two  men  and  two  women. 
The  services,  both  before  and  after,  were  conducted  with 
all  that  solemnity  and  order  which  characterize  similar 
ones  at  home.  After  the  preliminary  service,  we  walked 
out  of  the  city  to  a  beautiful  grove  of  graceful  bamboos, 
near  by,  and  past  which  flowed  a  placid  mountain  stream. 
In  that  lovely  spot,  with  the  everlasting  hills  before  us, 
and  all  nature  rejoicing  and  springing  forth  at  our  feet, 
did  we  solemnly  commend  ourselves  to  God,  and  in  obe- 


141 

dience  to  our  Lord's  oommand,  go  down  into  the  water, 
and  baptize  these  two  brethren  and  sisters,  fbrst  fruits  of 
God  to  the  Church  at  Sin-ch'ang.  Our  hearts  rejoiced  and 
praised  the  Lord,  as  we  realized  that  He  was  very  near 
to  us ;  and  regarding  the  transactions  of  that  day  with 
especial  delight.  We  felt  afresh,  and  more  than  ever,  that 
God  is  with  us  of  t^  truth,  and  that  we  may  give  to  the 
winds  our  fears,  and  go  forth  courageously,  trusting  in  the 
Lord.  There  are  others  who  are  more  or  less  interested 
in  the  truth  here,  and  come  pretty  regularly  to  momiug 
and  evening  prayers  at  the  chapel. 

'<  At  Shino-hixn  the  disposition  of  the  people  is  not  so 
friendly,  although  they  cannot  be  said  to  be  hostile.  The 
apparent  blessing  is  small  here,  compared  with  the  above- 
named  place.  Still,  we  had  the  happiness  to  receive  one 
person,  the  mother-in-law  of  the  preacher  residing  there, 
into  fellowship.  The  work  at  this  place  progresses. 
One  was  baptized  lately,  and  we  hope  (b.v.)  to  see 
some  more  added  in  a  short  time.  I  would  ask  your 
prayers  especially,  that  God  would  work  in  the  hearts 
of  those  who  have  already  believed,  that  they  may 
be  BO  instructed  and  led  of  Him,  as  to  turn  a  deaf 
ear  to  the  many  allurements  and  seductions  of  Satan 
and  the  world,  by  which  they  are  constantly  sur- 
rounded. You  may  have  heard  from  other  sources  that  I 
have  lately  been  on  a  visit  to  dear  Mr.  Taylor  at  Chin- 
kiang.  Never  having  been  so  far  north  before,  I  saw 
many  new  and  interesting  sights,  together  with  numerous 
variations  in  customs  and  manners.  The  most  remarkable 
difiEerence  was  i^  the  women,  who  were  there  to  be  seen 
bare-footed^  or  with  straw  shoes,  or  in  the  streets  selling 
vegetables,  or  rowing  boats  on  the  canal.  The  Women 
there  work  much  the  aame  as  men.  Such  a  thing  is  un- 
known here ;  I  never  saw  it  in  China  before.    Here,  they 
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hare  all  of  them  small  feet,  and  consequently  are  unfitted 
to  do  work  that  requires  much  moving  about.  I  was  sorry 
to  find  dear  Mr.  Taylor  so  poorly,  in  fact  so  ill  as  scarcely 
to  be  able  to  get  about.  .  .  ." 

TS'ING-KIANG-P'U.— Since  the  time  that  the  failure  of 
his  health  compelled  Mr.  Beid  to  leave  this  station,  the 
work  here  has  been  carried  on  by  native  assistcmts,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  brethreki  at  Ghin-kiang.  Now  that 
Mr.  Charles  Fishb  is  about  to  remove  from  the  latter 
place  to  Yang-chau  (see  p.  139)  he  will,  in  future,  take 
charge  of  tlie  operations  at  Ts^ng-kiang-p'u. 

Becently  Mr.  Harvey  has  spent  a  month  evangelizing  in 
this  city  and  its  vicinity.  He  has  sent  the  following 
account  of  his  labours : — 

"April  18. — Yesterday  and  to-day  I  went  out  and  sold 
books,  principally  at  the  outside  of  the  city.  Good  sales. 
Turned  into  a  Mohammedan  Temple,  and,  after  a  deal  of 
coaxing,  persuaded  the  man  in  charge  to  allow  me  to  peep 
in  and  see  the  worship.  It  was  a  lofty  room,  built  some- 
what after  the  'cruciform.'  The  walls  were  white- 
washed, and  here  and  there  were  painted  black  figures. 
On  the  floor  were  some  twelve  men,  sitting  on  mats,  just 
after  the  Eastern  fashion.  In  the  'chancel'  was  an  old 
man  seated  like  the  rest,  but  facing  them.  The  whole 
company  were  chanting  prayers. 

"Ts*ing-kiang-p*u  is  a  hien  city ;  but  only  became  such 
six  years  ago,  when  a  wall  was  built  round  it.  It  is 
situated  112  mUes  north  of  Yang-chau,  forty  mUes  from 
the  sea,  and  three  miles  south  of  the  former  bed  of  the 
Yellow  River.  Between  the  city  and  the  old  river  runs  the 
Grand  Canal.  On  the  north  side  are  extensive  suburbs. 
Our  mission  station  is  situated  outside  the  city,  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  canal,  opposite  the  north  gate,  in  a  street 
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called  Shib-li-kiaili,  or  <10  li  street'  it  being  10  li  [oyer 
three  mileB]  in  length. 

'*  All  the  books  I  am  selling  now  are  stamped  with  oar 
address  here,  and  the  time  we  hold  services.  .  .  . '  Sun- 
day 25th. — Several  people  came  in  to  the  chapel,  one  from 
Shan-ttmg  and  one  from  Han-kow.  I  sit  in  the  chapel 
nearly  evezy  afternoon  for  a  short  time,  and  then  go  and 
sell  books.  This  afternoon  went  to  Si-pa,  eight  li  f^m 
this.  It  is  a  very  large  and  popnlous  place,  situate  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  Yellow  Itiyer.  Sold  all  my  books,  then 
mounted  my  barrow  and  preached  to  an  immense  crowd. 
More  applications  for  books,  but  could  not  supply  them.  I 
engage  a  barrow-man  every  day,  who  wheels  me  and  my 
books  to  the  place  where  I  want  to  stand.  Then  I  use  the 
barrow  as  a  table,  form,  or  pulpit,  according  to  need,  and 
find  it  very  useful.  When  the  sun  is  out  the  barrow-man 
holds  an  umbrella  over  me.  26th. — Stood  outside  the  last 
gate,  and  sold  books.  It  is  strange  work,  standing  in 
firont  of  a  Chinese  crowd,  subject  to  their  interrogations. 
To-day,  amongst  other  questions,  a  man  asked  me  what 
kind  of  caps  or  crowns  the  mandarins  wear  in  my  countiy  ? 
My  name,  age,  and  countiy,  and  how  far  it  is  from  China, 
are  questions  which  are  ever  being  asked.  I  heard  a  man 
in  the  crowd  say  to  another,  'No,  he  is  not  a  bad  devil,' 
doubtless  in  reply  to  an  assertion  that  I  was  one.  The 
natives  say  that  here  in  Ts'ing-kiang-p'u,  nine  out  of  every 
ten  adults  smoke  opium, — an  awfiil  proportion,  if  true.  I 
tell  the  people  that  they  are  destroying  their  own  lives  by 
it,  which  they  readily  acknowledge.  I  also  tell  them  that 
'if  the  &ther  eats  opium,  the  children  must  eat  sorrow.' 
Qo  where  you  will,  and  when  you  vnll,  about  the  city,  and 
you  will  be  met  by  the  fumes  of  that  horrid  poison.  .  .  . 
28th. — ^This  afternoon  strolled  into  one  of  the  principal 
tea-shops  in  the  city.     Tea-shops,  on  the  whole,  are  not 
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good  places  in  which  to  sell  books  and  preach  the  Gospel. 
The  people  are  very  shy,  and  when  they  have  in  some 
measure  satisfied  their  curiosity,  they  leave  you,  to  chat 
over  with  their  friends,  at  their  own  tables,  what  you  have 
told  them  about  yourself  and  your  country.  As  I  pass 
along  the  street,  I  often  hear  persons  making  remarks 
about  me.  One  will  say,  '  he  understands  our  words,' — 
another,  '  he  speaks  mandarin  dialect,' — another,  '  he  sells 
books  and  preaches  doctrine,'— another,  *he  is  27,' — 
another,  *hecomesfiromNankin,' — another,  'we understand 
something  of  what  he  says; '  and  ever  and  anon  the  accus- 
tomed epithet 'foreign  devil' is  applied  to  me.  .  .  29th. 
— To-day  went  to  Ta-md-t*oe,  twenty-five  li  N.W.  of  Ts*ing- 
kiang-p'u.  For  sixteen  li  took  a  boat,  and  walked  the 
remaining  distance.  Preached,  and  sold  nearly  all  the 
books  I  took  with  me.  On  inquiry,  I  found  that  no 
foreigner  had  been  here  before ;  and  doubtless  for  the  first 
time  the  name  of  Jesus  was  sounded  in  their  ears.  I  often 
ask  the  people  whether  they  have  ever  heard  the  doctrine 
before?  and  nearly  the  invariable  response  is  'no.'  A 
Buddhist  Priest  bought  four  books.  People  were  very 
respectful. 

"  Entering  a  temple  on  my  way  back,  I  found  an  old  man 
and  woman  kneeling  down  in  front  of  an  image,  engaged 
in  worship.  I  remonstrated  with  the  old  lady,  and  tried 
to  show  her  the  folly  of  worshipping  senseless  blocks  of 
wood  and  stone,  telling  her  it  was  her  duty  to  worship  GKxl, 
ihe  one  true  Spirit  in  heaven,  who  made  heaven  and  earth. 
Xhe  words  had  quite  an  effect  on  her,  for  she  rose  from 
her  knees, — seeming  to  forget  all  about  her  idol,  and  asked 
for  a  book.    I  did  not  succeed  so  easily  with  the  old  man. 

"  By  4  o'dock  I  was  back  again  in  Ts'ing-kiaog-p'u,  and 
received  several  visitors.  May  8th. — Took  boat  for 
Hwei-^mg,  a  fu  city,  some  thirty  li  to  the  south.    On  my 
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way,  stopped  at  Pang-kioli  ctnd  Hu-tsiioi,  and  sold  books 
at  each  place.  Arriyed  at  the  city  too  late  to  dispose  of 
more.  In  the  night  it  commenced  to  rain,  and  it  rained 
all  next  day,  so  I  had  to  return  without  going  into  the 
dfy.  10th. — ^Went  to  the  tea-shop  in  the  city,  sold  a  few 
books,  and  had  conversation  with  a  good  many  people, 
among  the  rest  a  diviner,  or  fortune-teller.  Whilst  in 
conversation  with  me,  a  young  man  came  up  to  him,  to 
inquire  of  the  prophet  when  his  '  great  brother '  would 
return  home  from  Ning-po.  The  young  man  first  took  up 
a  slip  of  paper  from  the  prophet's  tray  and  gave  it  to  him, 
when  he  unrolled  it  and  read  its  contents.  He  then  wrote 
down  the  characters  upon  a  smaU  tablet,  and  commenced 
to  enlarge  by  further  writing  upon  it;  mathematically 
demonstrating  to  his  own  satisfaction,  though  not  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  present,  that  this  *  great  brother'  would 
not  return  for  a  month,  and  that  he  had  not  yet  started. 
I  denied  his  pretended  knowledge  of  the  affair,  and  went 
on  to  show  that  God  alone,  who  made  us,  was  Omniscient. 
The  young  man  listened  with  attention,  and  afterwards 
bought  several  books.  .  .  .  May  12th. — Went  to  Yang- 
kwih-cuang,  eighteen  11  north-west,  on  the  north  bank  of 
the  Yellow  Biver.  Sold  books  and  preached,  afterwards 
walked  down  the  old  bed  of  the  Yellow  Biver,  eighteen  U 
east,  and  re-visited  Si-pa ;  sold  a  few  books  there,  and  then 
letumed  to  Ts4ng-kiang-p'u.  The  greater  part  of  the 
oldriver-bed  about  here  is  cultivated.  1 3th. — This  morning 
my  barrow-man  wheeled  me  to  Hsia-ma-t'oe,  fourteen  li 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  Grand  Canal.  Sold  books.  Went 
on  eleven  li  to  Ta-m4-t*oe.  The  sun  was  very  hot,  and  I 
could  not  stand  in  the  streets  for  long.  Preached  at  Hsia- 
ma-t'oe  on  returning.  I  heard  people  calling  out  *  Jesus ' 
as  I  passed.  Oh !  that  they  might  feel  the  power  of  that 
blessed  name,  and  find  eternal  life  through  knowing  Him. 
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**  Hth. — Afternoon.  Went  to  Yang-kioli-mg,  two  li  to 
the  east  of  Si-pa.  It  was  a  thriying  place  twentj-one  years 
ago,  when  the  river  flowed  by  it.  The  Chinese  are  very 
trying  in  some  respects ;  my  stockings,  leather  bag,  and 
shirt,  are  of  far  more  consequence  to  them  than  the 
eternal  interests  of  their  imperishable  souls.  18th. — ^For 
the  last  three  days  I  have  hung  up  my  Scripture  scrolly 
and  sold  books,  and  preached  in  the  city,  occupying  the 
same  spot  eeu^h  day.  I  have  sold  a  good  number  of  Mr. 
Bums*  translation  of  the  *  Peep  of  Day.'  I  perceive  that 
the  majority  of  the  worst  opium  smokers  can  read.  This 
shows  that  they  have  received  a  somewhat  liberal  educa- 
tion, which  has  procured  for  them  good  situations,  with  a 
deal  of  leisure  time  and  a  good  salary.  But  money  and 
leisure  have  only  served  to  aiford  them  an  opportunity  to 
indulge  in  this  vicious  habit.  The  real  hard-working 
people,  as  a  rule,  are  not  opium  smokers.  On  my  way  to 
the  city  to-day,  I  fell  in  with  a  poor  man,  lying  all  his 
length  across  the  pavement.  I  saw  that  he  was  veiy  ill, 
and  needed  immediate  help.  I  inquired  of  some  neigh- 
bours, who  said  that  he  was  only  tired.  '  No,'  I  replied, 
'  the  man  is  ill.'  I  went  to  him,  and  found  him  feverish 
and  sick,  from  the  effects  of  the  sun.  He  said  that  he 
came  &om  Kao-yih,  240  li  from  here,  that  he  had  not  any 
friends  here,  and  wanted  to  go  home,  but  had  not  either 
strength  or  means.  A  crowd  had  collected  by  this  time. 
I  addressed  them,  and  urged  the  necessity  for  immediate 
action.  But  there  was  no  response.  Vexed  at  the  in- 
difPerent  way  in  which  they  were  looking  on,  I  continued, 
'Why,  your  hearts  are  as  hard  as  the  stones  you  are 
standing  on ;  you  have  not  an  atom  of  compassion  about 
you.'  I  saw  clearly  that  it  would  not  do  to  leave  the  man. 
I  asked  him  if  he  wanted  te  go  home,  if  he  did,  I  would  pay 
for  a  boat  which  should  convey  him  there.  I  then  selected 
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a  man  from  the  crowd,  and  put  the  affair  into  his  hands, 
and  made  him  go  with  the  man  to  the  boat.  A  barrow 
was  called,  and  the  man  wheeled  off.  A  boat  was  engaged, 
and  he  started.  I  also  paid  for  the  rice  he  would  require 
by  the  way.    The  poor  feUow  was  very  grateful. 

"May  19th.— Left  for  Nankin.  Arrived  there  May  30th, 
calling  at  Yang-chau  and  Chin-kiang,  well,  and  with  a 
sun-burnt  fSace." 

For  some  time  past  Mr.  Taylob  has  been  anxious  to  find 
some  health-resort  on  the  sea^coast,  for  our  friends  residing 
in  the  more  central  and  northerly  part  of  China,  which 
should  be  nearer  and  less  expensive  to  reach  than  P^u-du, 
at  present  the  only  place  of  the  kind  known  to  him  within 
reasonable  distance.  He  felt  that  if  such  a  place  could  be 
foond,  easily  accessible,  it  might  prove  a  great  boon ;  that 
a  visit  there  might  save  not  only  a  tedious  journey  to  F'u-du, 
but  sometimes  even  the  graver  matter  of  a  return  to  this 
country. 

With  this  object  in  view,  Mr.  Harvey  undertook  to 
explore  that  part  of  the  coast  line  which  lies  about  seventy 
miles  to  the  north  of  the  old  mouth  of  the  Hoang-ho,  or 
Yellow  Biver.  At  present  this  mighty  stream  discharges 
its  waters  into  the  gulf  of  Pe-chi-li,  instead  of  into  the 
Yellow  Sea  as  formerly.  (See  Map  in  O.P.  26).  Leaving 
Nankin  on  March  31st  last,  our  brother  passed  through 
Ohin-kiang,  Yang-chau,  and  Ts'ing-kiang-p'u,  and  after 
about  a  fortnight's  travelling  reached  the  sea,  near  to  the 
chau  city,  marked  Hai  on  the  above-mentioned  map.  To 
his  disappointment,  he  found  the  coast  totally  unsuitable 
for  visitors,  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view.  No  sandy 
beach,  no  pleasant  shingle,  no  breezy  diffis  to  dimb,  no 
dear  blue  water,  no  beautiful  prospect — ^nothing  but  dreary 
unwholesome  mud-banks,  here  and  there  overgrown  with 
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reeds,  stretching  for  miles  on  miles  north  and  sonth  as  far 
as  the  eye  could  see.  Eren  the  adjacent  island  of  Yu-chaa 
(see  Map)  was  surrounded  with  mud;  consequently  was 
equally  uninyiting  and  unhealthy.  To  explore  northwards 
looked  unpromising.  But  it  was  also  unadvisable,  as  even 
if  any  place  were  found  that  way,  it  would  be  too  distant 
for  the  purpose  contemplated;  whilst,  to  travel  by  the 
coast  line  southwards  was  an  impossibility,  owing  to  the 
boggy  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  countiy  in  that  direc- 
tion being  uninhabited.  Our  brother,  therefore,  was 
reluctantly  compelled  to  relinquish  his  search.  But  both 
in  going  and  returning  he  found  many  opportunities  of 
telling  of  the  grace  and  love  of  God,  and  of  selling  or  dis- 
tributing portions  of  Scripture,  &o.,  to  the  crowds  who 
thronged  wherever  he  halted.  Sometimes  their  curiosity 
to  see  the  foreigner  (to  most  of  them  an  entirely  new  sight) 
exceeded  the  bounds  of  good  manners — as,  for  instance, 
when  they  on  one  occasion  followed  him  to  his  inn,  and 
poked  their  fingers  through  the  paper  window-panes,  in 
order  to  continue  their  inspection  of  the  tired  mission- 
ary as  he  lay  in  bed,  or  when  some  unruly  men  and  boys 
pelted  him  with  mud,  &c.  But,  on  the  whole,  our  brother 
may  be  said  to  have  met  with  courteous  treatment.  Did 
space  permit,  we  would  gladly  give  place  to  his  long  and 
interesting  account.  As  regards  the  object  for  which, 
primarily,  it  was  imdertaken,  this  journey  was  a  failure ; 
but  may  we  not  hope  and  believe  that  some  of  those  who 
listened  to  the  wcrds  of  life,  or  received  printed  portions 
thereof  at  the  hands  of  the  stranger,  will  have  cause  to 
praise  God  for  an  occasion  which  brought  them  to  be 
savingly  acquainted  with  Him,  ^^  whom  to  know  is  life 
eternal ''  ?  If  so,  not  in  vain  will  have  been  this  toilsome 
journey,  and  our  brother  will  be  more  than  rewarded. 
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OCCASIONAL  PAPEB)  Ko.  28. 
«  Ab  thy  days,  so  shall  thy  etrengtli  be." 

East  Ghhtbtead, 

Deo.  30^A,  1871. 
My  Deab  Fbxends, 

Apteb  an  absence  from  England  of  nearly  five  years 
and  a-half^  dear  Mr.  Taylor  is  again  in  our  midst.  He 
arrived  worn  and  shaken  in  his  health  and  nerves  indeed, 
but,  in  his  devotion  to  China's  millions,  unchanged.  Accom- 
panied by  his  little  boy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meadows  and  their 
children,  Miss  Faulding  and  Laan-feng,  a  native  Christian, 
he  reached  Southampton  on  September  26th,  in  safety, 
after  a  pleasant  and  healthful- voyage. 

His  interesting  letter,  immediately  following  this,  will 
supply  fiill  particulars  of  the  present  state  of  the  work ;  so 
I  need  say  nothing  in  respect  to  this. 

As  in  days  gone  by  you  have  so  cordially  sympathised 

with  Mr.  Taylor  in  his  sorrows,  it  is  only  right  you  should 

now  become  sharers  in  his  joy.    On  the  28th  of  November, 

at  Begent's  Park  Chapel,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 

Faulding  (of  Hang-chau) ;  the  service  being  performed  by 

the  Bev.  Dr.  Landels.     A  more  devoted  missionary  could 

scarcely  be  found  than  Miss  Faulding.    Earnestly  do  I  ask 

your  prayers,  that  the  rich  blessing  of  the  Lord  may  rest 

upon  them  and  their  labours, — ^that  they  may  be  kept 

faithfdl  unto  the  end,  and  the  crown  of  life  be  their 

award. 

I  remain,  dear  Friends, 

Faithfully  yours, 

William  Thos.  Bxbqeb. 
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6  Ptblaiid  BoADy 

NxwiNOTON  Gbesit,  N. 

ICt  Dsab  Friends, 

OnfOE  more  brouglit  in  the  proyidence  of  €K>d  to  mj 
native  land,  I  desire  to  pen  a  few  lines  to  thank  you  for 
jour  earnest  and  loving  and  continued  remembrance  of  me 
and  of  my  fellow-labourers  at  the  throne  of  grace.  As  you 
have  learned  from  time  to  time  through  the  Occasional 
Papers,  your  prayers  have  often  been  needed,  for  we  have 
had  difficulties  not  few  nor  small ;  but  your  prayers  have 
also  often  been  answered.  God  has  helped  us  in  our 
difficulties,  has  delivered  us  out  of  many  dangers,  and  has 
granted  help,  and  some  measure  of  success  in  proclaiming 
the  glad  tidings  of  full  and  free  salvation  to  lost  and 
ruined  sinners.  And  we  have  many  causes  to  lead  us  to 
thank  Qod  and  take  courage,  a  few  of  which  I  may  perhaps 
enumerate. 

I.  We  have  to  give  thanks  for  joume3ring  merdes  to  and 
from  China,  and  in  that  land. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that,  including  children,  foriy- 
seven  persons  have  sailed  from  England  to  China  by  the 
Cape  Boute ;  that  thirteen  have  returned  to  England  by 
the  Suez  Canal  Boute,  and  that  there  has  been  no  loss  of 
life,  or  permanently  serious  results  in  any  case  to  old  or 
young — though  some  of  us  have  been  for  a  time  in  great 
jeopardy.  Also  that,  in  all  our  journeyings  to  and  fro  in 
China,  we  have  been  preserved  from  fatal  accident  and  loss 
of  life,  though  not  always  from  danger  and  loss  of  property 
from  pirates  and  robbers.  It  is  therefore  no  small  cause 
for  thankfulness,  that  Gt>d's  preserving  care  has  been  so 
largely  and  so  constantly  extended  over  us. 

II.  We  should  also  be  grateful  for  the  measure  of  health 
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vouchsafed  to  us.  The  Lord  Jesus  has,  indeed,  put  in  the 
sickle  and  taken  home  to  Himself  two  of  the  adults  and  two 
of  the  childxen  abore  referred  to,  and  has  ''suffered"  some 
of  "the  little  ones"  bom  in  China  ''to  come  unto"  Himself. 
But  probably  as  large,  or  a  larger  number  might  have  been 
80  removed  had  all  remained  in  England.  Bearing  in 
mind  that  all  have  had  to  become  acclimatized,  and  that 
the  opening  up  of  new  work — and  all  our  work  is  new — 
involves  a  greater  expenditure  of  health  and  strong^  than 
is  subsequently  required,  it  is  evident  that  we  have  abundant 
caxiBe  for  thankful  praise  to  God  for  His  goodness  in 
respect  to  health. 

m.  We  have  no  small  cause  for  encouragement  and 
ihanktulness,  in  that  so  many  of  those  who  have  gone  out 
have  acquired  a  more  or  less  extensive  knowledge  of  the 
language,  are  able  to  preach  freely  and  intelligibly  to  the 
Chinese,  and  both  have  been  and  are  now  labouring  in 
various  stations  in  the  interior,  for  the  spread  of  the 
Redeemer's  Kingdom.  When  we  left  Chiu a,  there  remained 
in  the  field,  residing  in  ten  different  stations,  twenty-five 
adults  connected  with  the  Mission,  making,  with  their 
eighteen  children,  in  all  forty-three  persons,  for  whose 
protection  hitherto  we  have  to  thank  God.  It  is  likewise 
a  cause  for  thanksgiving  that  those  in  China  who  were  for  a 
time  connected  with  the  Mission  are  all  still  labouring  for 
China's  good,  though  not  now  resident  in  the  interior. 

rV.  We  should  praise  God  for  the  many  open  doors 
which  He  has  given  us ;  and  for  the  Native  Hdpers  He 
has  raised  up,  as  well  as  for  all  who  have  been  savingly 
converted. 

God  has  set  before  us  open  doors.  GFreat  and  many  have 
been  the  difficulties  we  have  encountered,  but  He  who  was 
and  is  for  us  has  been  greater  than  all  the  obstacles.  We 
have  now  thirteen  leading  stations  in  which  European 
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Missionaries  are  or  haye  been  resident.  All  these  are 
within  supporting  distances  of  one  another ;  so  that  in  the 
event  of  absence,  sickness,  or  death,  the  work  might  be 
overlooked  and  cared  for  by  those  in  charge  of  the  next 
station.  While  some  of  these  stations  are  comparativelj 
near,  others  are  farther  off; — roughly  speaking,  we  might 
average  them  at  about  100  English  miles  apart.  By  the 
slow  mode  of  native  travelling,  it  requires  five  or  six  weeks — 
sometimes  more — ^to  journey  &om  Wun-chau,  Mr.  Stott's 
station,  to  Eliu-kiang,  where  Mr.  Cardwell  now  resides 
On  the  way,  all  our  missionaries  woidd  be  visited,  except 
those  labouring  in  Yang-chau  and  Ts^ng-kiang-p'u.  At 
present,  owing  to  the  temporary  absence  of  some  of  our 
members,  from  ill  health,  three  of  our  principal  stations  are 
without  any  resident  foreigner,  being  worked  for  the  time 
as  out-stations.  In  addition  to  those  which  are,  or  have 
been,  occupied  by  foreign  labourers,  we  have  other  out- 
stations,  which  have  been  &om  the  commencement  worked 
by  Native  Christians.  So  that  in  all,  there  are  now  seven 
worked  from  Hang-chau,  four  connected  with  the  work  at 
Ning-hai  (formerly  Fung-hwa,  which  is  now  an  out- 
station;  Ning-hai,  forty  English  miles  in  the  interior,  being 
now  the  head  station  of  that  district) ;  two  or  three  connected 
with  Shao-hing ;  one  or  two  with  the  T*ai-chau  work ;  while 
Ts'ing-kiang-p'u  is^worked  £K>m  Yang-chau,  and  Oan-k*ing 
from  Nankin. 

In  the  matter  of  Native  Assistants,  Ood  has  greatly 
helped  us.  Besides  some  who  are  giving  occasional  help, 
and  others  whom  I  am  not  acquainted  with,  I  am  able  to 
enumerate  forty-five  native  labourers,  male  and  female, 
working  in  the  above-mentioned  stations,  or  more  generally 
itinerating  as  evangelists; — and  I  may  mention  that  in 
some  cases  the  out-stations  extend  more  than  one  himdred 
English  miles  from  the  principal  centres.    These  labourers 
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are  visited  from  time  to  time,  and  corresponded  with ;  and 
they  are  occasionallj  relieved,  that  they  may  have  the 
refreshment  of  commtmion  with  their  brethren  and  sisters 
at  the  chief 'station  from  which  they  go  out.  I  am  unable 
to  state  the  aggregate  number  of  persons  in  communion ; 
but  we  are  thankful  that  at  all  the  stations  and  out-stations, 
save  those  in  which  work  has  but  recently  commenced,  some 
Bouls  have  professed  to  put  on  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  to  find 
in  Him  life  and  salvation. 

V.  We  have  gratefully  to  acknowledge,  that  the  Lord 
has  not  proved  "  a  wilderness  "  unto  us,  nor  "  a  land  of 
darkness. ' '  He  has  sufficiently  sustained  us  with  pecuniary 
means;  He  has  not  left  us,  nor  failed  us,  in  times  of 
dang^,  trial,  perplexity,  or  bereavement ;  and  oftentimes, 
in  a  far-off  land,  apart  from  the  ordinary  privileges  of 
Christian  communion.  He  has  made  His  own  Word  so 
exceedingly  precious,  and  has  so  manifested  the  tenderness 
of  His  imutterable  love,  as  we  had  never  previously 
experienced.  Hungry  and  thirsty,  our  souls  have  some- 
times almost  fainted  within  us,  and  weary,  oh !  so  weary 
we  have  felt.  But  when  Jesus  has  spoken  to  our  hearts 
His  invitation :  ^'  K  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come  unto  Me 
and  drink," — when  He  has  enabled  us  to  ask  Him  for, 
and  then  has  given  us,  His  "living  water," — He  has  made 
ns  so  imspeakably  happy  in  His  presence,  and  has  given  us 
such  rest,  joy,  and  strength  in  Himself,  as  no  words  can 
express, — as  some  of  us  never  expected  to  xealize  down 
here. 

^'  The  love  of  Jesus,  what  it  is 
.None  but  His  loved  ones  know." 

Did  time  and  space  admit  of  it,  we  might  enlarge  on 
this  theme  indefinitely,  for  who  can  exhaust  it — ^the  love  of 
Jesus?  Who  can  utter  all  His  prcdse?  But  we  must 
pass  on. 
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It  ziLay  be  asked,  WheA  ia  the  present  state  of  the  work  f 
and  what  are  the  prospects  before  ns  ?  In  reply  we  would 
say  that,  affected  as  the  work  undoubtedly  is  by  the 
unsettled  political  state  of  Chinese  and  Foreign  relations, 
apparmtly  hindered  in  more  ways  than  one,  and  especially 
in  some  districts, — ^needing  more  than  ever  the  wisdom  of 
the  serpent,  as  well  as  the  harmlessness  of  the  doye, — ^it  is 
our  settled  conviction  that  it  is  really  and  yisibly  progress- 
ing, and  that  still  more  is  it  deepening  in  ways  unseen  and 
to  us  inappreciable,  to  anything  like  their  full  extent. 
Far  greater  difficulties,  perhaps,  may  be  looked  for  in  the 
future  prosecution  of  the  work  than  we  have  hitherto  met 
with.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  a  time  of  sifting  and 
persecution  is  coming  on,  in  which  stormy  wind  and  fiexy 
trial  will  test  and  refine  the  Church  of  the  liying  Gk>d  in 
China.  We  cannot  doubt  as  to  what  will  be  the  ultimate 
result;  nor  may  we  doubt  His  sufficiency  to  sustain  in 
trial     Trusting  in  Him  we  would  go  forward. 

"  He  oazmot  liaye  taught  vs  to  tmafe  in  His  namei 
And  thus  far  liaye  brought  us  to  put  us  to  shame." 

But  we  do  need  your  special  prayers,  that  God  may  help 
us  in  very  deed,  may  guide  and  keep  each  labourer,  may 
oyerrule  each  eyent  for  His  own  glory,  may  preserve  the 
health  and  life  of  those  bearing  the  burden  and  heat  of 
the  day,  may  restore  those  who  are  sick  or  absent,  may 
recruit  our  numbers,  and  enlarge  our  coasts,  and  in  all 
things  and  always  prove  as  heretofore  a  ''veiy  present 
help ''  to  us  all. 

I  would,  in  oondusion,  also  ask  your  special  prayers 
for  God's  guidance  and  help  in  conference  and  arrange- 
ment, about  many  matters  in  connexion  with  the  Home 
and  Foreign  Departments,  which  the  experience  of  the  past 
five  years  suggests  as  needing  farther  consideration  and 
prayer.    Many  of  you  are  aware  that  the  labours  of  the 
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Home  Department,  in  which  Mr.  Berger  has  been  so  kindly 
en£^aged,  have  been  onerous.  Whilst  his  sympathy  with 
the  work  is  undiminished,  his  strength  is  not  equal  to  the 
oontinuoua  and  ever  increasing  strain.  How  beet  to  afford 
him  relief  demands  our  grave  consideration. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berger  have  been  for  the  past  three  months 
at  the  sea-side,  on  account  of  health,  and  are  likely  to 
remain  there  for  a  season.  Will  you  not  join  us  in  praying 
for  renewed  health  and  strength  for  our  beloved,  friends, 
that  they  may  long  be  enabled  to  continue  (though  in  dimi- 
nished degree)  their  labours  for  China  and  those  working 
there? 

With  grateful  thanks  for  all  your  sympathy  and  help, 

I  remain. 

Yours  in  Jesus, 

J.  Hudson  Taylor. 

P. 8. — We  have  recommenced  the  Saturday  afternoon 
prayer-meeting  for  China,  and  those  labouring  there 
(formerly  held  in  Bow).  It  will  be  continued  (D,V.) 
weekly,  at  four  p.m.,  at  our  house,  6  Pyrland  Road, 
Newington  Ghreen,  N.,  near  to  the  Dalston  and  Canon- 
bury  Stations  of  the  North  London  Railway.  We  shall 
be  very  glad  to  see  any  friends  who  are  able  to  unite 
with  us  on  these  occasions. 

Though  not  able  immediately  to  undertake  long  journles, 
we  shall  be  glad  to  hear,  at  their  earliest  convenience, 
from  those  friends  who  would  like  to  arrange  for  meetings 
in  their  respective  neighbourhoods,  so  that  as  little  expense 
and  loss  of  time  in  travelling,  as  possible,  may  be  involved. 

I  may  further  add,  that  Mr.  Meadows  and  Mr.  Crombie, 
with  their  families,  are  now  residing  at  5  Archibald  Street, 
Campbell  Eoad,  Bow  Road,  London,  E.  They  will,  I  feel 
sure,  be  pleased  and  refreshed  by  seeing  any  of  our  ^ends 
who  may  be  able  to  visit  them. — J.  H.  T. 
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PEOGEESS  OF  THE  WOEK. 

SHAOHINO— From  Mr.  Stevenson,  Sept.  16,  1871: — 

"  .  .  I  am  glad  to  tell  you  that  we  have  been  privileged 
to  baptize  four  persons,  three  men  and  one  woman.  Two 
of  these  have  attended  the  services  more  or  less  regularly 
for  more  than  three  years,  and  now,  thank  God,  they  are 
thoroughly  .decided  for  Christ.  One  of  the  others  is  an  old 
man  who  has  attended  fc»r  several  months,  and  who  has 
shown,  as  far  as  man  can  judge,  sincerity  in  his  belief,  and 
consistency  in  his  outward  deportment.  The  other  is  a 
young  man  who  has  come  to  our  services  more  or  less 
reg^arly  for  more  than  two  years.  His  mother  is  a  Chris- 
tian. He  has  had  to  encounter  very  great  difficulties  and 
trials  in  becoming  a  disciple  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  His 
brother-in-law  and  sister  have  done  all  that  they  could  to 
injure  him,  and  turn  him  from  the  way  of  righteousness. 
But  he  has  stood  firm.  His  wife  is  still  opposed  to  the 
Truth.  There  are  several  who  are  inquiring,  of  whom  we 
have  hope.  May  the  Lord  cause  the  light  to  shine  into 
their  souls !  If  the  despatch  of  the  Chinese  Government 
should  be  promulgated,  it  would  be  likely  to  hinder  the 
work  here.  However,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  what 
may  be.  Meanwhile,  practically,  we  are  allowed  to  pursue 
our  work  in  peace,  without  let  or  hindrance.  .  . " 


HANG-GHAU. — We  are  unable  in  this  paper  to  give 
any  details  of  Mr.  McCarthy's  varied  labours ;  but  we  are 
glad  to  mention  that,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  the  opera- 
tions under  his  superintendence  at  Hano-chatt,  Nino-po, 
and  their  several  out-stations,  continue  to  be  conducted 
with  vigour;  and  that  our  brother  is  not  without  tokens  of 
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Divine  help  and  blessing.     The  Bchools,  likewise,  tempo- 
rarilj  in  his  charge,  have  his  watchful  care. 

The  following  letter  is  from  Wonq  Ixe-d juk,  the  native 
pastor  in  this  place,  to  Mr.  Berger.  Many  friends  will 
remember  the  visit  of  Wonq  Lce-djxtn  to  England  ten  years 
ago:— 

Beloved  in  the  Lobd, — I  greet  you  and  Mrs.  Berger. 
I  trust  God  has  preserved  you  in  health.  I  heard  that  you 
Lad  been  unwell,  but  were  now  better.  Although  I  have 
not  written  many  letters  to  you,  I  frequently  pray  to  Qt)d 
for  you.  I  hope  your  household  are  well ;  will  you  greeir 
them  for  me,  as  also  the  brethren  and  sisters  of  your 
Church,  for  I  must  certainly  trouble  you  to  salute  them  for 
me.  I  want  to  thank  you  very  much  for  the  letter  that 
you  sent  to  me,  and  the  money.  I  received  them  safely  in 
the  seventh  month.  The  letter  Mr.  McCarthy  read  to  me, 
and  I  understood  it :  it  was  as  if  you  were  talking  to  me, 
and  I  really  thank  God  for  it.  Truly  the  grace  of  God  is 
beyond  our  thought.  He  makes  my  joy  to  increase,  and 
gives  me  to  see  more  of  the  preciousness  of  His  bletsings. 
It  is  so  good  of  God  to  lead  us  to  enter  into  these  things. 
You  will  pray  for  us  as  a  Church  here,  that  our  under- 
standings may  be  enlightened,  and  that  we  may  glorify 
His  name. 

Moreover,  some  who  once  made  a  profession  have  wan- 
dered and  not  returned  :  they  need  your  prayers.  Thank 
God  there  are  others  who  have  returned,  and  are  now 
thoroughly  in  earnest. 

There  is  a  man  in  business  who  lives  in  the  midst  of 
unbelievers.  God  is  enabling  him  to  stand  firm,  so  that 
outsiders  aU  bear  witness  to  his  zeal.  This  man  was 
received  into  the  Church  by  Mr.  Meadows  at  Ningpo,  but 
has  been  out  of  communion  for  about  ten  years.  He 
is  now  in  Hang-chau,  and  is  more  fervent  in  spirit  than 


158 

any  of  the  other  members.    His  surname  is  Be.    He  is 
a  basket-maker. 

I  am  hoping  that  GK)d  will  open  some  way  of  quickly 
causing  His  truth  to  spread,  although  to  us  men's  hearts 
do  seem  so  hard.  They  doubt ;  they  say  it  is  foreign  doc- 
trine ;  they  don't  want  to  hear ;  and  if  one  talks  to  them, 
they  sometimes  speak  perverse  and  outrageous  words.  It 
seems  to  me  that  in  China,  men  are  everywhere  very  much 
alike.  One  place  is  no  better  than  another.  I  have  been 
to  many  places,  and  have  always  found  some  who  will  hear 
and  others  who  will  not. 

Alas !  idolatry  is  recovering  itself;  but  they  use  methods 
of  deceit.  Some  people  have  found  them  out,  so  the  prac- 
tices are  to  some  extent  known.  Outside  the  city  of  Hang- 
chau  there  are  many  monasteries.  A  man  was  telling  me 
the  other  day  of  a  way  in  which  the  priests  deceive :  He 
said  that  they  employ  an  old  woman  to  assume  the  appear- 
ance of  an  incense  offerer,  among  many  others ;  and  this 
woman  will  fall  on  the  ground,  crying  out  with  a  loud 
voice,  "I  must  have  so  much  [paper]  money,  I  must  have 
so  many  [paper]  ingots  of  silver."  Her  actions  are  strange, 
and,  therefore,  those  who  may  be  fulfilling  vows,  or  making 
offerings,  seeing  her,  are  astonished,  and  say  among  them- 
selves, "This  is  Buddha,  revealing  himself,"  or  "This  is 
such  and  such  an  idol  revealing  himself :  it  is  evident  that 
paper  money  is  of  use,  chanting  to  Buddha  is  of  use,  paper 
ingots  of  silver  are  wanted  [in  the  other  world],"  and  this 
thing  becomes  noised  abroad.  By  methods  such  as  these 
the  priests  deceive  the  people,  so  that  some  will  come  from 
other  provinces  even  to  visit  the  scene.  In  this  way  the 
priests  make  a  great  deal  of  money ;  for  candles  and  incense 
that  have  not  been  lighted,  they  can  dispose  of.  They 
require  people  to  give  them  so  much  incense  money,  so 
many  paper  ingots,  and  so  much  paper  money.     Of  this 
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they  burn  a  little,  and  take  the  rest  out  at  the  back  door 
to  the  shops,  where  it  is  re-sold  to  women  who  come  to 
worship,  or  sometimes  to  men,  and  it  again  passes  into  the 
priests'  hands,  as  the  money  does  into  their  pockets.  But 
those  who  carry  on  these  practices  do  it  secretly,  so  that  it 
is  not  eveiybody  who  knows  of  these  things.  The  money 
that  they  get  in  a  year,  for  the  ashes  alone  of  the  false 
money  burnt,  brings  them  in  many  real  ingots  of  silver. 

Mr.  M^C^&THY  will  be  sure  to  have  given  you  accounts 
of  our  Church  here.  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Meadows,  and 
Miss  Faulding  are  now  in  England ;  so  I  must  trouble  one 
of  them  to  translate  this  letter  for  you.  I  have  written 
these  few  sentences  to  you :  now  I  want  to  ask  you  to  pray 
for  me. 

(Signed)  Wong  Loe-djun. 

WUN-CHAU. — ^The  work  in  the  hands  of  our  brethren, 
Messrs.  Stott  and  Jacqbisok,  appears  to  be  progressing  solidly 
and  hopefully. 

Mr.  Stott  remarks : — 

''Our  average  attendance  on  week-day  afternoons  is 
fully  a  hundred  persons,  and  Sundays  quite  as  many. 
The  Colporteur  is  busy  in  his  book-shop,  which  is  a  fine 
large  room  fitted  up  for  the  purpose,  in  the  same  building. 
He  seUs  many  books,  and  talks  a  good  deal  to  the  people 
who  go  there,  of  whom  every  day  there  are  some  hundreds. 
The  school  teacher  has  begun  to  preach,  and  seems  likely 
to  prove  a  real  help  in  the  work.  He  is  daily  increasing 
his  knowledge  of  the  Word,  and  I  hope  also  daily  grow- 
ing in  gprace.  Our  biggest  boy  is  now  all  but  a  man,  and 
gives  much  promise  of  usefulness.  He  is  evidently  mak- 
ing progress  in  Divine  things,  and  in  the  daily  study  of 
God's  Word.    When  he  engages  in  prayer,  he  manifests 
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mucli  Ohristian  experience,  for  one  of  Ms  age.  In  anotlier 
year  or  two  I  think  he  will  begin  to  be  a  help  to  U8. 
The  second  boy  is  younger,  and  much  brighter  in  intel- 
lect. He  also  gives  unmistakable  promise  of  usefulness. 
The  next  two  also  promise  yery  fairly,  but  as  yet  they 
made  no  profession.  I  am  not  sure  if  I  told  you  of  the 
baptism  of  the  others.  The  teacher  and  one  of  the  ser- 
yants  were  baptized  at  the  same  time,  namely,  on  the  Erst 
Sunday  in  May.  We  had  a  refreshing  season,  hopeful 
feelings  mingled  with  some  fear  ;  but  our  hopes  are  grow- 
ing, and  fears  dispelling.'' 

After  a  short  visit  for  health  and  change  to  Ning-po, 
Mr.  Stoit  writes  again : — 

'*  During  our  absence  all  has  gone  on  well.  There  has 
been  a  good  attendance  at  the  Chapel,  and  three  hopeful 
inquirers  come  more  or  less  frequently  to  the  services. 
One  is  a  man  who  lives  in  the  city,  another  is  a  literary  man 
from  the  district  of  Bing-yiang,  who  came  some  months 
ago,  bought  a  book,  and  made  inquiries  respecting  the 
"  doctrine."  He  first  heard  of  the  Gospel  from  some  of 
his  friends  who  had  been  to  Fu-chau,  where  they  had  met 
some  Missionaries.  On  their  return  they  brought  away 
with  them  a  New  Testament,  which  this  man  had  read, 
but  could  not  understand.  Now  he  is  making  rapid  pro- 
gress, and  is  fond  of  communicating  his  knowledge  to 
others.  The  third  is  a  Buddhist  priest  from  the  countiy, 
who  also  came  soon  after  we  opened  the  Chapel.  He  heard 
the  Gospel,  and  bought  a  book,  and  has  been  several 
times  since.  When  he  was  here  last,  he  intimated  his 
determination  to  allow  his  hair  to  grow,  and  said  that  he 
would  work  for  his  rice.  He  promised  to  come  again  in 
the  eighth  month  when  his  hair  had  grown. 

''  The  school  is  in  a  satisfactory  state.     The  boys  who 
were  baptized  are  going  on  very  well." 
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T'AI-CHAU. — ^We  give  a  few  lines  respecting  the  work 
here,  from  Mr.  Rudland  : — 

"...  The  two  candidates  mentioned  in  my  last  (see  0.  P. 
xxvii.,  pp.  137,  138)  were  baptized,  May  27th,  in  a  moun- 
tain stream  outside  the  city.  It  is  a  romantic  spot  hem- 
med in  on  three  sides  by  hills.  The  water  rushing  down 
in  two  different  directions,  forms  it  basin  at  their  base. 
We  hope  other  converts  may  follow.  But  out  of  six 
candidates  for  baptism,  these  only  give  us  much  en- 
couragement. The  district  Examinations  have  just  been 
held ;  and  by  the  time  this  reaches  you,  there  will  be  the 
departmental  Examinations,  which  are  very  large,  em- 
bracing both  the  literary  and  military  students.  There 
will  probably  be  from  five  to  six  thousand  here  then.  .  .  .'' 

NING-HAI.— PUNG-WHA.— 'O-Z.-ZAO-TSENG.-and 
DONG-*0.— Mr.  Williamson  again  furnishes  us  with  in- 
formation respecting  the  above  stations ;  and  we  are  glad 
to  note  that,  on  the  whole,  he  is  able  to  write  of  the  work 
at  each  place  in  hopeful  and  reassuring  language.  Our 
limits  prevent  us  this  time  from  inserting  his  letter,  much 
as  we  would  desire  to  do  so.  We  therefore  give  a  very 
brief  summary  of  its  contents.  At  Ning-hai,  no  additions 
have  been  made  to  the  church ;  but  there  are  three  in- 
quirers, and  one  candidate  for  baptism,  whose  case  ap- 
pears promising.  At  Fung-hwa  progress  is  represented 
by  one  baptism,  while  four  candidates  have  passed  a  satis- 
factory examination,  whom  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  keep 
yet  a  while  longer  on  p'robation.  On  the  other  hand,  one 
case  of  suspension  from  fellowship  is  recorded.  Disturb- 
ing rumours  had  been  circulated,  arising  out  of  the  late 
despat<5h  sent  to  the  Foreign  Representatives  at  Pekin  by 
the  Chinese  Government.  One  man  was  baptised  about 
two  months  prior  to  the  date  of  our  brother's  letter  at 
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'0-Zy  and  one  female  member,  connected  with  the  chnreli 
there,  had  died.  At  Zao-T8ENO  one  candidate  asks  for  bap- 
tism, of  whose  sincerity  good  hopes  are  entertained ;  and 
there  are  seyeral  inquirers,  not  only  here,  but  at  D6ira-^o. 
The  natiye  brethren  engaged  in  the  work  at  each  of  the 
aboye  places  recently  met  at  IHmg-hwa,  for  prayer  and 
conference.  Before  separating,  it  was  agreed  to  hold 
similar  meetings  quarterly,  and  porticms  of  Scripture  were 
selected  for  study,  to  become  subjects  for  mutual  examina- 
tion at  the  next  meeting.  This  step  promises  well  for 
theiMeheSy  no  less  than  for  their  work. 

SU-CHAU. — ^Mrs.  Cobbon's  recent  indisposition,  and  the 
temporary  absence  of  Mr.  Cobbon  and  herself,  for  change 
and  medical  treatment,  haye  doubtless,  to  some  extent, 
checked  operations  here.  But  the  people  seem  sadly  dark 
and  indifferent.  Still  there  are  some  rays  of  hope,  some 
gleams  of  Hght.     Our  brother  writes  :— 

^'  .  .  Since  our  rettim  from  Chin-kiang,  we  haye  had  the 
pleasure  of  receiying  a  few  fresh  candidates  for  baptism. 
Some  of  the  old  ones  stand  fast,  some  haye  gone  back,  and 
others  haye  caused  us  much  anxious  sorrow.  But  we 
praise  the  Lord  for  haying,  in  some  small  measure,  owned 
our  labours.  As  the  weather  is  too  hot  for  us  to  go  out 
preaching,  I  haye  re-opened  the  book-stall  in  front  of  our 
Chapel  door.  There  I  sit  a  good  part  of  the  day,  telling 
oyer  and  oyer  again  the  story  of  the  cross.  During  the 
day  hundreds  hear  the  Gospel,  and  in  the  course  of  a 
month  seyeral  thousands  of  these  poor  people  learn  some- 
thing about  Jesus." 

Starting  from  Su-chau,  where  he  has  lately  been  re- 
siding, Mr.  Beid  has  just  made  an  excursion  into  a  new 
district;  and  &om  the  account  of  it  which  he  has  sent  us 
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we  oiiU  the  following  partioulars.    He  writes  from  a  place 
called  lih-ieang : — 

'^ .  .  .  I  left  Su-chau  about  eleyen  days  ago. .  .  .  The 
first  place  we  stopped  at,  to  preach  or  sell  hooks,  was  Leii- 
c^eng,  a  small  town  of  about  2,000  souls.  Here  I  had  a 
very  attentive  audience.  One  old  man  seemed  to  be  much 
interesttjd,  and  asked  many  intelligent  questions.  I  sold 
some  8  or  10  complete  Gt>spels,  and  about  100  copies  of 
smaller  books.  ...  At  Peng-len  I  went  ashore,  had  a 
smaJl  attendance,  and  sold  some  30  or  40  copies  of  books. 
Continuing  our  journey  on  a  long,  dreary,  and  narrow 
canal,  we  came  to  a  very  small  village,  called  Keang-shi. 
Went  ashore  to  a  tea-shop,  but  sold  only  about  30  cash 
(=lid.)  worth  of  books.  While  I  was  speaking  to  the 
people  of  the  way  of  salvation,  one  old  gentleman  was 
busy  doing  all  he  could  to  advise  the  people  to  give  no 
heed  to  my  words;  but  so  quietly  did  he  proceed,  that 
it  was  not  until  my  audience  was  made  very  small  that  I 
found  out  the  reason.  ...  At  Tao-si-kieao  I  sold 
veiy  few  books,  and  preached  with  a  saddened  heart.  My 
sale  of  books  at  first  did  seem  to  be  encouraging ;  but 
after  a  while  one  old  man  came  back,  and  hastily  thrust- . 
ing  his  purchase  into  my  hand,  asked  for  his  money  in 
return.  My  teacher  supposes  the  man  had  been  told  that 
there  was  medicine  in  the  paper,  and  that  by  wetting  his 
fingers  to  turn  over  the  leaves,  he  would  convey  it  to  his 
mouth,  and  so  be  poisoned.  The  efE^ct  on  my  audience 
was  soon  visible.  .  .1  was  much  encouraged  by  the 
goodness  of  the  Lord  to  me,  when  preaching  at  £ing-t^ang. 
Passing  through  several  streets  without  any  excitement 
being  raised,  I  took  my  stand  at  the  foot  of  a  bridge  which 
communicated  with  some  of  the  principal  streets.  I  then 
commenced  at  once  speaking  of  Jesus  as  the  Saviour,  in- 
stead of  beginning  with  an  account  of  the  creation,  as  is 
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OUT  usual  plan.  I  expressed  a  fervent  wiah  that  all  there 
present  might  believe  in  Him  and  be  saved,  and  goto  heaven. 
When  I  had  finished,  one  young  lad,  whose  face  I  seem  to 
remember  now,  said,  *'  Why  don't  you  ascend  up  to  hea- 
ven ?''  I  replied,  ''I  shaU,  but  not  now,  and  you  may  go 
too."  "  But,"  said  he,  **  we  are  too  bad  to  go  there."  This 
led  me  again  to  dwell  on  the  way  of  salvation,  and  on  the 
willingness  of  Jesus  to  save.  Here  I  disposed  of  a  great 
many  Gospels  and  other  books. 

The  next  village  we  came  to,  I  found  had  been  visited 
before.  One  man  cried  out  ^*  Jesus,"  as  he  saw  me  coming 
with  books.  I  suppose  he  meant  I  had  come  to  speak  of 
Jesus.  I  sold  a  g^eat  number  of  books,  although  it  was  a 
small  place ;  and  even  after  I  had  retired  from  preaching  to 
my  boat,  several  came  to  buy  books.  ...  At  Lih-ieang,  I 
preached  to  an  attentive  audience  in  a  tea-shop.  One  man 
desiring  to  excite  the  people,  said  I  was  a  kidnapper. 
You  will  remember  this  was  the  report  which  gave  rise  to 
the  Tien-tsin  massacre.  I  sold  a  great  many  books,  more 
even  than  at  Kiug-t'ang.  Throughout  the  journey  I  have 
been  much  cheered  by  the  quiet  reception  I  have  met  with 
everywhere.  The  majority  of  the  people  are  friendly, 
and  were  it  not  for  the  literati,  who  excite  their  ill-feeling, 
we  should  probably  always  have  peace.     .     .     " 

EIU-EIANG. — Not  yet  is  it  permitted  our  brother,  Mr. 
Oaedwell,  to  write  of  manifest  results,  of  the  Light  from 
on  high  shining  injto  dark  hearts  in  this  city  and  neigh- 
bourhood, in  connexion  with  his  labours ;  or  even  to  speak 
of  some  anxiously  inquiring  the  way  of  salvation,  being 
satisfied  of  the  error  of  idolatry.  He  has  long  been  feeling 
the  want  of  a  native  assistant,  and  he  thinks  that  now  the 
Lord  may  have  provided  him  with  a  suitable  one.  Con- 
densing his  account,  for  want  of  room,  we  would  just  state 
that  the  individual  whom  he  has  engaged  in  this  capacity 
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was  at  one  time  a  major  in  the  army,  afterwards  the  com- 
mander of  a  gun-boat  (Chinese).  Meeting  with  a  Christian 
oolportear,  some  five  years  since,  he  purchased  a  copy  of 
the  New  Testament,  from  the  study  of  which,  and  the 
opportunities  which  three  months'  intercourse  with  the 
colporteur  afforded,  he  appears  to  have  imbibed  and  re- 
ceived the  '*  Doctrine  "  in  the  spirit  as  well  as  in  the  letter. 
After  a  time  he  resigned  the  command  of  the  gun-boat, 
haying  resolved  to  give  himself  entirely  to  the  distribution 
of  the  Scriptures  and  preaching  the  Gospel.  At  this  junc- 
ture, meeting  again  the  colporteur,  whom  he  had  not  seen 
during  the  five  years  which  had  elapsed  since  the  inter- 
course recorded  above,  and,  explaining  to  him  his  desire  to 
be  engaged  in  the  Lord's  work,  he  was  by  the  latter 
brought  to  Mr.  Card  well,  who  says  of  him : — '^  From  aLl  I 
can  learn,  he  seems  to  be  sincere ;  and,  as  I  find  he  is  well 
acquainted  with  all  the  places  on  the  P'o-yang  lake  and 
adjacent  rivers,  I  think  he  may  be  of  service  to  me  whilst 
journeying.  I  have  therefore  engaged  him."  May  he 
prove  a  true  yoke-fellow  to  our  brother. 

YANO-CHAU. — It  was  not  without  a  wrench  to  their 
feelings  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jxjdd  gave  up  their  labours  of 
love  in  this  city,  for  other  undertakings  in  Chin-kiang. 
Yet  in  the  change  they  may  perceive  the  hand  of  God ;  not 
alone  from,  the  prospect  of  increased  opportunities  for  ser- 
vice, but  also  from  the  fact  that  the  health  of  Mrs.  Judb 
is  always,  as  a  rule,  better  when  she  is  residing  at  Chin- 
siANQ  than  when  at  Yano-chatt.  Por  eight  months  alto- 
gether, out  of  last  year,  our  brother  states,  in  one  of  his 
letters,  she  was  more  or  less  laid  aside  through  illness.  The 
following  extracts  are  from  Mr.  Judd,  dated  Chin-kiang: — 
''  We  feel  most  deeply  for  those  boys  in  the  school  at  Yang- 
chau  who  have  accepted  the  Lord  Jesus  as  their  Saviour, 
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but  whose  parents  are  dead,  or,  if  living,  are  still  heathen. 
There  are  now  six  who  have  professed  Christianify,  of 
whom  five  are  boarders.  Two  day-scholars  have  applied 
for  baptism.  On  Tuesday  last,  three  persons,  who  had 
been  candidates  for  about  four  months,  were  baptized. 
One  is  a  Fekin  man,  and  has  been  a  mandarin's  seirant, 
but  has  just  left  his  situation  because  his  master  has  now 
some  connexion  with  a  temple,  which  would  render  it  diffi- 
cult for  him,  as  a  Christian,  therein  to  abide  with  God. 
I  believe  that  IT  Shih-sen  and  Ghang-sen,  my  two  native 
helpers,  have  both  been  used  in  the  conversion  of  this 
Pekin  man.  Tsiii,  the  dyer's  accoimtant,  who,  you  may 
remember,  I  told  you  had  been  turned  out  of  his  employ- 
ment because  of  his  attending  Christian  worship,  has  been 
enabled  to  open  an  agency  warehouse  for  dyeing  goods; 
but  the  last  few  months  have  been  very  tr3ring  to  him. 
He  must  often  have  been  in  great  straits  as  to  his  daily 
supplies ;  but  it  is  a  comfort,  and  not  a  small  one,  to  see 
this  man  still  standing  fast  in  the  Lord,  in  the  face  of  much 
persecution." 

TSING-KIANG-P'U.— In  every  age  of  the  Church's 
history,  and  in  every  country  where  the  G-ospel  has  been 
received,  are  found  those  who,  from  the  hope  of  possible 
advancement  in  life,  g^n,  or  other  unworthy  motive,  have 
been  induced  to  profess  faith  in  Christ.  The  Christian 
preacher,  in  all  lands,  is  justified,  we  conceive,  in  using 
every  wise  precaution  within  his  reach  against  imposture  of 
this  kind,  as  the  presence  of  such  persons  in  the  flock  under 
his  care  would  certainly  be  attended  with  consequences 
most  injurious  to  the  development  and  spread  of  true  reli- 
gion. This  station  has  laboured  under  the  disadvantage  of 
having  had  a  resident  foreign  missionary  for  only  a  very  short 
time,  since  it  was  opened  two  years  ago,  and,  in  conse- 


167 

qnence  of  the  claims  of  other  work,  it  has  had,  since  Mr. 
Kbed  left,  but  occasional  supervision.     It  is  therefore  ^with 
much  satisfaction  we  learn  that  Mr.  Charles  Fishe  has 
recently  yisited  this  place,  and  hope  he  may  be  enabled  to 
continue  the  oversight  of  it.    The  following  are  extracts 
from  his  letter,  dated  Oct.  7th : — ** .     .     .     .     I  regret  to 
say  that  the  aspect  of  affairs  at  this  station,  which  seemed, 
at  one  time,  so  promising,  has  turned  out  a  sad  disappoint- 
ment.    Most  of  those  baptised  were,  I  fear,  mere  seekers 
after  employment,  or  other  such  advantage.  The  residences 
of  some  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain,  so  have  not  met 
them.    Two  shine  out  as  distinct  from  the  others.     One  is 
Gu  Si- ma,  who  is  the  Bible- woman,  now  with  Mrs.  Judd ; 
the  other  is  a  boatman,  whose  case  is  interesting.     One 
Lord's  day,  a  man  called  at  Mr.  Judd's,  in  Y£uig-chau,  and 
said  he  was  a  boatman,  by  name  '  P^ang,'  and  a  member  of 
Mr.  John's  church,  in  Han  K*ow,  passing  through  to  Ts'ing 
Eiang-p'u,  with  a  mandarin  on  board.    They  had  stopped 
that  day  at  Yang-chau,  and,  remembering  it  was  Sunday, 
he  had  inquired  his  way  to  the  chapel,  and  come  to  attend 
the  services.     One  day,  on  his  boat,  his  master  threatened 
to  turn  him  away  if  he  would  not  foUow  custom,  and  wor- 
ship their  gods,  and  observe  their  ceremonies ;  for  he  had 
refused  to  do  so.     A  boatman  on  a  neighbouring  boat, 
named  Leao,  overhearing  the  above,  called  P'ang,    and 
asked  him  why  it  was  he  refused  to  do  as  others  did.     P'ang 
then  told  him,  and  preaching  to  him  the  Gospel,  exhorted 
him  to  believe.    Leao  heard  the  Word  gladly,  for  he  had 
been  seeking  to  obtain  merit  before,  by  abstaining  from 
eating  meat,  as  vegetcurianism  is  considered  meritorious  in 
most  parts  of  China.     He  then  accompanied  F'ang  to  this 
chapel,  and  learned  the  truth  from  Cxi  Sin-sang,  attend- 
ing also  the  services.     Subsequently  he    had  to  leave 
for  Su-chau,   and  asked  Cxi  to  baptise  him.     Cii  said 
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he  muBt  wait  xmtil  he  could  prove  him  some  little 
time.  '^  Oh,"  said  he,  <<  I  cannot  wait.  I  am  start- 
ing, in  two  days,  for  Su-chau,  so  there  is  not  time."  Oii 
then  acceded,  and  baptised  him.  He  called  at  Yang- 
chau,  Chin-kiang  and  Su-chan,  attending  Mr.  Gordon's 
chapel,  at  the  latter  place.  Leao  then  made  an  arrange- 
ment with  P^ang  to  join  him  on  his  boat.  They  met  at 
Yang-chau,  and  have  now  gone  off  together,  I  hear 
some  say  to  Wu-hu,  but  I  am  not  certain.  There  is  an 
old  man  here,  who  gives  me  much  hope.  His  name  is 
Chung,  and  he  lives  a  few  doors  from  us.  He  formerly 
had  a  coopering  shop  in  this  place ;  but  suffered  at  the 
time  of  the  rebels,  and  also  by  sickness ;  and  is  now 
reduced  to  going  out  daUy,  carrying  his  tools  with  him, 
slung  from  a  pole  across  his  shoulder,  seeking  odd  jobs 
about  the  city.  He  early  came  to  this  house,  and  heard 
the  truth  from  Mr.  Eeid  and  Cii  Sin-sang,  and  seemed  to 
receive  it  in  an  honest  and  good  heart,  and  to  rejoice  in  it. 
...  I  long  for  a  good  quiet  talk  with  him. 

"  Monday,  October  9th.  Yesterday  I  had  a  long  talk 
in  the  forenoon  with  Chung,  and  trust  God  may  give 
him  grace  and  faith  to  follow  Him  fully.  He  knows  a 
good  deal  of  the  Scriptures,  and  is,  I  would  hope, 
sincere.  He  came  again  in  the  afternoon,  and  also  in  the 
evening,  when  we  had  a  service,  and  those  of  us  who  were 
the  Lord's,  or  recognised  as  such,  partook  of  the  Lord's 
Supper.    I  had  much  joy  in  spirit." 

CHIN-EIANG. — ^Mr.  Judd  is  settling  down  to  his  work 
in  this  city ;  but  is  unable  as  yet  to  speak  of  souls  coming 
to  Christ.  He  finds  that  owing  to  its  situation  at  the 
junction  of  the  Grand  Canal  and  the  Yang-tse-kiang,  it  ia 
much  visited  by  strangers  from  all  parts  of  the  Empire. 
It  contains  a  considerable  number  of  Mohammedans  and 


169 

Tartars.  Christian,  work  amongst  the  latter,  has  hitherto 
been  vei^  limited.  They  are  very  different  in  their  habits 
and  characteristics  from  the  ordinary  Chinese,  contrasting 
fayourably,  he  thinks.  Several  of  these  Tartars  have  lately 
been  to  the  chapel ;  and  Mr.  Judd  has  visited  their  dwel- 
lings, distributing  the  Scriptures  and  tracts  amongst  them. 
They  live  in  a  separate  part  of  the  city.  Shall  we  not  join, 
in  the  aspiration  of  our  brother,  who  says,  in  concluding 
his  account,  ''  I  do  sincerely  hope  the  Lord  will  give  us 
some  souls  from  among  thene  poor  heathen  Tartars"? 

Concerning  school  work  at  Chin-kiang  Miss  Bowteb 
writes,  July  10,  1871  :— 

"  .  .  We  must  not  despise  the  day  of  small  things,  and 
therefore  we  take  encouragement  from  our  present  circum- 
stances. Beginning  \7ith  children  wholly  .unaccustomed  to 
attend  school,  the  attendance  is  as  yet  fluctuating,  and  wiU 
most  likely  continue  so  while  the  hot  weather  lasts. 

''  Yesterday  we  began  a  kind  of  Sunday  school,  and  had 
nine  children  in  the  morning,  and  seven  in  the  afternoon. 
Of  course  one  has  to  be  very  careful  in  introducing  anytliing 
like  order  or  discipline.  Our  first  object  is  to  induce  them 
to  Mtend,  and  then  to  interest  them  with  pictures,  singing, 
and  conversation. 

'*  Dear  Miss  Pesgraz'  little  girl,  Ai-ling,  is  very  useful 
now,  as  she  has  been  trained  to  obedience  and  industrious 
habits — ^so  foreign  to  Chinese  children. 

Miss  Desoraz  writes : — 

"...  I  was  teUing  you  in  my  last  of  some  little  girls 
having  come  here  to  play,  &c.  WeU,  after  having  made 
a  few  balls  for  themselves,  we  did  not  see  them  again  for 
a  long  time.  One  day  two  or  three  of  the  same  party 
ventured  in,  looking  very  shy.  On  being  asked  why  they 
had  ceased  coming,  they  said  their  mothers  had  forbidden 
them ;  they  would  like  to  come,  but  they  dared  not.    We 


170 

told  them  we  would  not  like  them  to  come  without  their 
mothers'  permiseion. 

'^One  day,  a  ray  of  hope;  the  next  it  is  swept  away. 
Time  and  patient  walking  amongst  this  suspicious  people, 
with  the  Lord's  blessing,  will,  I  hope,  not  be  altogether 
lost,  to  draw  their  confidence  to  us." 

This  experience  is  not  peculiar  to  Ohin^kiang.  Similar 
difficulties  have  been  met  with,  and  surmoimted  only  by 
prayer  and  patient  continuance  in  well-doing,  in  the  older 
stations.  We  trust  that  in  due  time  the  difficulties  in 
Ghin-kiang  may  be  thus  surmounted. 

Miss  BowYER  likewise  writes  in  similar  strain : — 

**  .  .  .  Howl  wish  I  could  teU  you  of  encouragement 
with  regard  to  scholars ;  but  the  truth  should  be  told,  and 
in  this  respect  we  are  disappointed.  We  are  more  sus- 
pected now  than  on  our  first  arriyal  here ;  but  from  what 
reason  we  cannot  tell,  except  it  be  that  Chinese  are  natu- 
rally suspicious;  and  where  this  feeling  is  excited,  it  is 
not  soon  lulled.  ...  As  the  winter  comes  on,  opportu- 
nities will  be  given  to  relieve  the  poor  and  suffering, 
which,  with  God's  blessing,  cannot  fail  towards  removing 
some  of  the  prejudice  which  now  exists.  In  visiting 
we  are  somewhat  more  encouraged,  and  think  that  Ma 
is  the  work  to  go  forward  in  at  the  presenj;  time." 

NAN-KEN. — The  prospects  of  the  work  in  this  city  con- 
tinue to  be  somewhat  discouraging.  The  causes  prejudicial 
to  the  spread  of  the  Gospel,  such  as  the  kidnapping  reports, 
&c.,  referred  to  in  previous  papers,  still  largely  prevail ;  and 
that  an  organised  system  of  open  hostility  is  beingmanifested 
by  the  literati  towards  Christianity  and  its  professors,  the 
subjoined  information  from  Mr.  Habvey  will  show : — 

*'  .  .  .  The  hatred  and  opposition  to  the  Gospel,  and 
to  those  who  preach  it,  seem  to  be  deepening  in  the  hearts 
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of  the  edncated  people.  The  authorities  have  lately  com- 
pleted a  large  temple  in  honour  of  their  sage,  Gonfiicins. 
Some  eight  or  ten  of  the  principal  scholars  (not  mandarins) 
of  the  city  preside  here,  and  all  matters  in  any  wise  affect- 
ing the  literati  of  Nankin  are  reported  to  these  worthies. 
Our  teacher  has  for  the  last  few  days  been  visiting  a  friend, 
a  schoolmaster.  The  neighbours  who  saw  him  going 
reported  the  case,  and  the  other  day  a  number  of  Sin-sangs 
[scholars]  waited  upon  the  schoolmaster,  and  charged  our 
Teacher  with  persuading  his  friend  to. enter  the  religion, 
or  as  they  call  it  O'ih-keao,  which  means  to  '  eat  the  doc- 
trine and  enter  the  society.'  These  literati  have  it  in  their 
power  to  ruin  such  a  man.  So  if  he  wants  to  join  the 
Qhurch,  you  must  in  some  measure  deliver  him  from  their 
power,  by  employing  him  yourself." 

There  have  been  other  hindrances  to  the  continuous 
prosecution  of  thb  work  here.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dttnoak 
and  their  little  one  have  suffered  much  from  ill  health, 
and  our  brother  is  still  very  far  from  well.  Mr.  Habyey 
also  has  been  laid  aside;  whilst  both  he  and  Mr.  D. 
have  been  away  on  a  pioneering  journey  (see  page  173). 
Lastly,  the  claims  of  Gan-k4ng  on  a  portion  of  Mr. 
Dttkcak's  time  may  be  mentioned  as  another  ^drawback. 
But  nothing  is  too  hard  for  the  Lord,  and  he  can  yet 
cause  Nan-kin  to  become  as  a  city  set  on  a  hill  which 
cannot  be  hid,  diffusing  light  all  around. 

GAN-EINO. — Mr.  DxmcAK  writes,  from  this  place,  on 
June  28 : — " .  .  We  have  a  few  earnest  inquirers,  and  I 
think  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  one  or  two  of  them  are 
converted.  People  frequently  come  in  the  evenings,  when 
we  have  reading  and  exposition  of  the  Scriptures;  and 
sometimes  we  talk  together  over  the  Word  of  Gt)d  for  a 
long  time.    I  have  more  hope  of  their  receiving  benefit 
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through  this  mode  of  instructioix  than  in  preaching  to  pro- 
miscuous audiences.  Often,  when  I  thought  they  had 
been  listening  to  me  with  riveted  attention,  I  have  asked 
them  questions  to  ascertain  how  much  they  had  understood 
of  the  Truth  I  had  been  trying  to  make  plain  to  them,  and 
generally  I  haye  been  disappointed  with  their  answers. 
Some  have  told  me  that  they  understood  my  words,  but 
could  not  grasp  the  doctrine ;  others,  that  what  I  was  say- 
ing was  all  right ;  that  I  was  exhorting  them  '  to  be  good, 
and  to  reveronce  heaven  and  earth ! '  I  have  heard  irom 
other  missionaries  that  this  has  also  been  their  experience. 
The  native  assistant  here  is  a  very  earnest  Christian,  and 
seems  anxious  to  bring  souls  to  Christ.  He  is  the  man 
who  was  converted  at  Hu-chau,  when  Messrs.  Williamson 
and  McCarthy  were  there.  The  other  evening,  he  told  me 
how  he  was  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jesus,  and  I  could  not  but  thank  the  Lord  and  take  courage. 
It  seemed  to  me  another  inducement  to  'sow  beside  all 
waters.'  '* 

And  again,  on  the  occasion  of  his  second  visit,  he 
observes,  Sept.  Idth: — ''It  is  just  now  the  time  of  the 
Examinations;  but  the  students  are  quiet  and  decorous. 
I  have  not  heard  a  word  of  insult  from  any  of  them.  This 
is,  I  think,  an  evidence  that  the  mandarins  can  avoid  a 
disturbance  when  they  wish  to  do  so.  I  have  been  out 
selling  books,  and  speaking  in  the  tea-shops,  and  have  not 
had  the  least  difficulty.  There  are  a  few  candidates  for 
baptism ;  some  of  them  have  been  coming  to  the  house  for 
a  long  time,  even  when  Messrs.  Meadows  and  Williamson 
were  here ;  but  it  is  often  very  difficult  to  distinguish  the 
sincere  inquirer  from  the  false.  Some  ask  for  baptism, 
thinking  it  may  help  them  to  get  secular  employment; 
and  others  expecting  that  we.  shall  support  them.  Much 
wisdom  is  needed^  so  that,  on  the  one  hand,  we  may  not 
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prevent  any  true  believer  from  enjoying  the  privileges  of 
God's  people,  and,  on  the  other,  that  we  may  not  take  into 
our  number  those  who  are  not  real  disciples  of  Christ. 
I  intend  staying  a  short  time  in  Qan-k'ing,  that  I  may 
visit  the  different  parts  of  the  city  with  books,  and  try  to 
converse  with  people  in  the  tea-shops.  Afterwards,  if  the 
Lord  wUl,  I  hope  to  take  a  journey  through  the  Gan-hwuy 
province  to  Hang-chau,  circulating  the  Scriptures  and 
other  books  at  places  on  the  way.  Mr.  Harvey  has  offered 
to  accompany  me  on  this  tour." 

This  tour  they  were  subsequently  enabled  to  make;  and 
the  following  account  of  it  by  Mr.  Duncan  is  interesting, 
not  only  because  their  route  lay  through  the  line  of  country 
connecting  our  Hang-chau  and  Gan-k^ing  stations,  but  as 
being  through  the  only  one  of  the  altogether  unoccupied 
provinces  in  which  our  missionaries  have  established 
themselves,  and  commenced  work.  ^^  .  •  «  Leaving 
Gan-k'ing,  I  took  Teng-s-fu  [a  candidate  for  baptism] 
with  me,  to  teach  him  to  read,  and  to  help  in  selling  books. 
On  the  way,  I  met  Mr.  Harvey  at  Wu-hu,  as  we  had  pre- 
viously arranged;  and  from  that  place  we  proceeded  to 
Ning-kwoh-fu.  Between  Wu-hu  and  Ning-kwoh-fu  there 
are  eight  or  nine  villages.  We  disposed  of  books  at  almost 
every  one  of  them.  Until  we  came  within  30  li  of  Ning- 
kwoh-fu,  the  countiy  was  very  fiat.  This  city,  like  many 
others,  was  sadly  destroyed  by  the  rebels;  and  now  the 
greater  part  of  the  space  within  the  walls  is  composed  of 
ruins  and  waste  ground.  The  population  appears  very 
small,  at  present,  for  a  prefectural  city.  I  believe  there  are 
villages  and  towns,  however,  at  no  great  distance,  which 
might  be  worked  from  the  place,  if  we  had  a  station  there. 
We  arrived  at  the  city  on  a  Sunday  morning,  so  we  did  not 
land  till  Monday,  which  was  rainy,  and  unfavourable  for 
selling  our  books.    However,  we  went  forth,  and,  between 
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us  both,  sold  a  considerable  number.  The  next  day,  ve 
went  out  again,  but  scarcely  any  one  seemed  inclined  to 
buy." 

Proceeding  from  this  city,  our  brethren  next  attempted 
to  make  their  way,  in  the  boat,  to  Ning-kwoh-hsien ;  but 
finding  it  difficult  to  get  there,  owing  to  the  shallowness  of 
the  river,  they  returned  to  Ning-kwoh-fa,  determining, 
instead,  to  go  overland  to  Hwuy-chau,  and  visit  the  inter- 
mediate places  as  they  went.  Mr.  Duncan  continues: — 
"  .  .  .  The  distance  from  Ning-kwoh-fu  to  Hwuy-chau 
is  320  li  [about  107  miles],  and  the  only  mode  of  convey- 
ance is  the  sedan  chairs.  Leaving  Ning-kwoh-fa,  we 
passed  through  great  tracks  of  uncultivated  land,  covered 
with  grass  and  a  sprinkling  of  small  trees.  Almost  every 
ten  li  there  was  a  small  village  and  a  tea-shop,  where  the 
chair-bearers  generally  stopped  to  rest.  The  first  night  we 
stayed  at  a  village  called  S-meng-p^u.  It  was  a  small 
place,  only  a  few  houses  having  been  left  standing  by  the 
rebels.  After  passing  this  village,  the  scenery  beceune 
most  beautiful ;  but  I  saw  very  few  houses.  This  part  of  the 
province  appears  to  be  very  thinly  populated.  The  people 
told  me  that  few  only  of  the  original  inhabitants  remained 
aUve  after  the  rebellion,  and  that  many  persons,  from  other 
parts  of  the  country,  have  come  to  this  place,  and  are 
working  the  fields.  But  still  half  of  the  land  that  had 
once  been  cultivated  now  lies  waste.  We  found  the  people 
at  the  different  villages  much  more  friendly  than  those  near 
the  Yang-tse-kiang.  Our  road  led  along  a  beautiful  val- 
ley for  a  long  way.  .  .  The  next  place  we  came  to  was 
S^g-teh-hsien.  This  city  is  situated  amongst  hills,  in 
quite  a  picturesque  spot;  and  we  could  see  it  had  once 
been  a  beautiful  place,  from  the  ruins  of  the  magnificent 
buildings  that  had  been  destroyed  by  the  rebels,  and 
from  the  fine  carving  and  graving  on  monuments 
and  other  architectural  objects  that  still  remained.     It 
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was  sad  to  see  the  iafaiabitaDtSy  notwithstanding  the 
ruin  and  desolation  surrounding  them,  wasting  their 
money  in  idolatrous  processions,  &c.  Mr.  H.  and  I 
managed  to  sell  a  number  of  books  between  King-teh-hsien 
and  Hwuj-chau.  Quitting  the  former  city  we  passed  a 
number  of  villages,  but  almost  all  of  them  were  sadly 
destroyed,  and  scarcely  anything  but  empty  walls  were 
standing.  We  came  to  a  large  village,  about  40  li  before 
we  arrived  at  Hwuy-chau,  where  a  good  many  books  were 
disposed  of;  and  almost  at  every  village  on  the  way,  of  any 
importance,  some  of  the  people  bought  copies  of  our  books 
and  tracts.  So  we  hope  by  this  means  to  have  brought 
the  truth  of  Ood  before  the  notice  of  not  a  few.  Many  of 
the  books  were  in  the  Mandarin  dialect,  and  are  likely  to 
be  tmderstood  by  them.  Affcer  eight  days'  journey  we 
reached  Hwuy-chau.  Here  we  also  found  many  ruins. 
The  city  is  divided  into  two  parts.  There  is  what  is  called 
the  Hsien  city,  and  the  Fu  city ;  but,  putting  the  popula- 
tion of  both  together,  it  is  not  veiy  large.  Here  again  we 
went  into  the  streets  with  our  books,  and  sold  a  good  many. 
It  was  the  time  of  the  literary  Examinations.  ...  I 
had  been  expecting  that  we  could  hire  boats  at  Hwuy-chau, 
but  found  we  could  not.  There  is  a  river  goes  past  the 
city,  and  a  beautiful  bridge  with  sixteen  arches  spans  it 
outside  the  west  gate ;  but  here  it  is  so  shallow  that  boats 
cannot  go  up  or  down.  We  had  our  things  carried  to  a  place 
called  Nan-nyiin-k'eo,  about  15  li  &om  the  city,  where  we 
were  told  boats  could  be  hired.  When  we  arrived  there 
we  found  only  three  or  four,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that 
we  could  get  one  of  them  to  go  50  li  further  down  the 
river,  to  a  place  called  Sing-tu,  where  we  heard  boats  were 
more  numerous.  Sing-tu  is  a  large  village,  where  mer- 
chants come  to  buy  the  HwO'Ohow  tea.  When  we  got 
there  we  foimd  13  boats  that  were  taking  tea  to  Ni-k'eao, 
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a  place  about  60  H  from  Hang-chau.  We  succeeded  in 
obtaimng  passages  on  board  two  of  them,  Mr.  Harvey 
taking  one  and  I  another.  .  .  .  The  distance  between 
Hwuy-chau  and  Hang-chau  is  said  to  be  540  li  [about  180 
miles].  The  scenery  down  was  very  fine.  The  hills 
looked  beautiful,  some  of  them  being  cultivated  nearly  to 
the  top.  I  saw  the  tea-plant  growing  on  the  sides  of  a  few 
of  them.  Here  and  there  were  boats  fixed  in  the  river, 
with  a  water-wheel  on  each  side.  These  are  small  mills 
for  bniising  barley  and  wheat,  the  wheels  being  turned  by 
the  stream,  and  moving  the  simple  machinery  inside. 
During  this  part  of  our  journey  I  had  an  attack  of  ague. 
My  chest  also  became  bad  again,  and  I  brought  up  a 
quantity  of  blood.  About  this  time  we  passed  a  Hsien 
city  called  Shueng-yang,  in  the  department  of  Yen-chau-i^ 
but  I  felt  so  poorly  that  I  could  not  visit  it.  ...  I 
only  had  time  to  walk  through  the  city  of  Yen-chau-fu,  the 
boatmen  being  unwilling  to  stop.  The  place  to  whidi  the 
boats  took  us,  Ni-k'eao,  seemed  a  busy  town,  quite  a  mart 
for  tea,  cotton,  and  other  goods.     .     .     .  '^ 

Mr.  Haevey  having  become  seriously  ill  at  this  juncture, 
our  brethren  did  not  stay  long  at  this  place,  but  proceeded 
to  Hang-chau,  from  whence,  as  Mr.  H.  got  worse  rather 
than  better,  they  went  in  a  foot-boat  to  Shanghai,  that  he 
might  obtain  medical  treatment.  Through  the  goodness 
of  God,  in  about  a  week  he  was  sufficiently  restored  to 
accompany  Mr.  D.  to  Ghin-kiang.  The  incidental  reference 
made  by  Mr.  Duncan,  in  the  above  narrative,  to  his  own 
weak  and  suffering  bodily  condition,  wiU  be  read  with 
sympathy,  and  call  forth  prayer  that  his  valuable  life  may 
be  long  spared. 
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''Bleased  be  the  Lord  God,  the  God  of  Israel,  who  only  doeth 
wondrous  things.  And  blessed  be  His  glorious  name  for  eyer :  and 
let  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  His  glory.     Amen,  and  Amen." 

Eajbt  Gbinstead, 
My  Dbab  Fbzends,  March  19M,  1872. 

It  is  difficult  to  describe  the  feelings  with  which  I 

oommence  this  letter:    were  it  compatible  with  duty  I 

would  defer  writing  indefinitely  ;  but  this  may  not  be. 

Tou   will  gather  from  the  Notice  on  the  face  of  this 

Number,  that  the  management  of  the  Home  department 

of  this  Mission  is  about  to  pass  into  other  hands.     Failing 

strong^  on  the  part  of  myself  and  dear  wife,  combined 

with  increasing  claims,  immistakably  indicate  the  necessity 

of  this  step.     Our  sympathies  for  the  work  are  as  warm  as 

ever ;  and  we  fain  hope  that  our  i^ture  efforts  in  China's 

behalf  if  they  should  be  of  a  less  active  nature,  may  not 

prove  less  serviceable. 

My  relation  with  dear  Mr.  Taylor  has  been  one  of 

unbroken  and  harmonious  fellowship,  to  which  I  shall  ever 

look  back  with  feelings  of  satisfaction  and  gratitude. 

Mr.   Taylor  purposes  taking  the  management  of  the 

Home  department  upon  himself,  pro  tern.,  to  which  I  think 

there  can  be  no  objection,  as  none  of  the  funds  subscribed 

for  the  Mission  are  ever  appropriated  to  his  private  use. 

It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  in  taking  this  responsibility, 

he  will  not  overtax  his  powers,  and  that  ere  long  he  may 

succeed  in  finding  efficient  and  permanent  helpers. 

The    cash    account    appended  to  this  Paper  shows  a 

balance  in  hand,  and  at  the  Bankers,  of  £336,  Is.  9d., 

which  I  have  handed  over  to  Mr.  Taylor. 

I  would  desire  again  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  thal^ 

the  Missionaries  in  China  are  ministered  to  so  largely  by 

loving  friends,  whose  gifts  have  not  passed  through  my 
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hands,  that  no  clue  can  be  gathered  from  these  papers  as 
to  the  actual  amount  they  receive. 

The  accounts  of  expenditure  in  China  by  Mr.  Taylor  up 
to  June  30th,  1871,  have  been  examined  by  me  with  the 
greatest  care,  and  are  approved. 

The  whole  of  these  accounts,  as  well  as  those  relating  to 
my  stewardship,  can  be  seen  by  any  of  the  donors  to  the 
Mission,  upon  application  to  Mr.  Taylor. 

The  experience  gained  during  the  past  six  years  in  this 
undertaking  is  valuable,  and  will  assuredly  produce  fruit 
in  due  season.  Though  we  have  had  many  trials,  and 
may  have  failed  in  them,  yet  do  the  joys  and  encourage- 
ments altogether  outweigh  the  light  afflictions  and  pri- 
vations incident  to  such  work.  Knowing,  as  we  do,  the 
difficulties  connected  with  all  foundation-work,  we  cannot 
but  give  God  imfeigne'd  thanks,  and  say — ^that  all  is 
blight  in  the  prospect  before  us. 

We  are  sorry  to  have  to  announce  the  following  cases  of 
sickness.  Mrs.  Cordon,  of  Su-chau,  has  long  been  suffer- 
ing from  extreme  debility,  and  we  fear  she  may  have  to 
attempt  the  voyage  to  England,  as  the  remaining  hope  of 
recovery :  and  Mr.  Charles  T.  Fishe,  of  Yang-chau,  when 
we  last  heard  from  him,  was  greatly  reduced  in  strength, 
caused  by  an  abscess  in  the  hip.  We  hope  and  pray  that, 
if  it  please  Gk)d,  they  may  be  speedily  restored. 

The  annual  statement  of  the  work  of  Evangelization  at 
the  various  stations  cannot  be  given  in  this  number,  the 
particulars  for  the  same  not  being  yet  due  from  China. 

And  now,  dear  friends,  in  saying  farewell  as  director  of 
the  Home  department  of  the  Mission,  allow  me  gratefrillj 
to  thank  you  for  all  your  love,  sympathy  and  support:  I 
have  been  most  sensible  of  inefficiency  on  my  part,  but  my 
heart  has  been,  and  still  is,  in  the  work. 

Trusting  for  the  continuance  of  your  prayers  and  interest, 
I  remain,  Faithfully  yours, 

WlLUAM  ThOS.  BsBGBB. 
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March  19<A,  1872. 
Deab  Chbistian  Pbiends, 

In  the  first  Number  of  the  Occasional  Paper,  published 
on  the  12th  of  March,  1866,  I  was  permitted  by  Mr. 
Berger  to  request  that  as  far  as  possible  letters  and  com- 
munications should,  after  April  30th,  be  addressed  to  him, 
he  having  kindly  agreed  to  carry  on  the  Home  department 
of  the  work,  after  our  leaving  England.  Nearly  six  years 
have  since  elapsed;  during  the  whole  of  which  time  he  has 
continued  to  carry  on  this  part  of  the  work.  The  labour 
this  service  has  involved  has  been  very  great,  and 
its  value  to  the  Mission  beyond  estimation.  Our  fel- 
lowship together  has  been,  too,  a  source  of  unmixed  and 
uninterrupted  joy;  and  you  will  judge  of  th^  feelings  of 
regret  with  which  we  have,  for  the  past  two  years,  seen 
unmistakable  evidence  that  the  same  kind  and  measure 
of  co-operation  was  becoming  incompatible  with  Mr. 
Berger's  failing  health  and  strength.  It  is  no  small  cause 
for  thankfulness,  however,  that  he  has  been  able  to  continue 
these  services,  not  only  until  my  return  to  England,  but 
until  I  have  regained  a  considerable  measure  of  health. 

It  has  been  a  great  advantage  to  the  Mission,  that  the 
Home  department  of  the  work  has  been  so  long  carried  on 
without  any  expense  of  office  or  clerkship ;  and  it  is  felt  to 
be  very  desirable  to  avoid  such  expenses,  m  long  and  m  far 
as  may  be  practicable. 

With  the  promised  assistance  of  one  or  two  kind  friends, 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  carry  on  the  Home  work  myself  for  a 
few  months,  until  more  permanent  arrangements  can  be 
made,  and  I  trust  that  the  same  Ood  who  in  1866  opened 
my  way  back  to  China,  by  providing  so  remarkably  for  the 
need  of  the  Mission  in  Mr.  Berger's  co-operation,  will 
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again  supply  all  our  need,  at  that  time  and  in  that  way 
which  shall  best  glorify  His  own  holy  name.  Our  Qod  is 
our  Fath&r,  in  Christ  Jesus.  And  the  LOBD  is  our 
Shepherd — Can  we  then  want  ? 

As  to  my  own  path,  I  need  scarcely  say  that  my  heart  is 
in  China,  and  that  my  loye  to  my  dear  fellow- workers,  both 
native  and  foreign,  often  leads  me  to  long  to  be  with  them. 
Unless  circumstances  of  special  emergency  should  arise, 
however,  it  would  not  be  prudent,  on  the  score  of  health, 
to  return  before  next  September.  As  soon  after  that  time 
as  Qod  may  open  the  way,  I  shall  hope  to  go  back  with 
my  dear  wife ;  not,  however,  for  so  long  a  stay  as  I  made 
last  time.  After  much  thought  and  prayer,  and  conference 
with  valued  friends,  I  am  inclined  to  think  I  can  best 
further  the  objects  of  the  Mission,  and  fulfil  the  work  Gk>d 
has  given  me  to  do,  by  dividing  my  time  between  England 
and  China  for  some  years  to  come.  The  needs  of  China 
are  still  very  imperfectly  realized  in  England,  and  the 
native  converts — especially  those  of  them  who  labour  in 
the  Qospel — ^need  more  sympathy  and  help  in  prayer,  and 
are  at  present  but  little  known  here.  In  England,  more- 
over, one  can  come  into  personal  contact  with  those  who 
are  desirous  of  themselves  carrying  the  Gospel  message  to 
the  heathen.  On  the  other  hand,  in  China  there  is  much 
need  for  supervision  of  work  already  commenced,  and  of 
further  extension.  By  spending  fifteen  or  sixteen  months 
alternately  in  England  and  China,  perhaps  both  these 
objects  might  be  forwarded.  And  this  is  rendered  com- 
pfiffatively  easy  by  the  facility  we  now  possess  of  journeying 
to  or  from  China  in  six  or  seven  weeks,  and  at  an  expense 
of  not  more  than  £50  for  each  person. 

Both  time  and  space  preclude  my  now  entering  so  fully 
as  I  had  intended  into  the  subject  of  our  long-cherished 
desire    of   seeing  two    or  more    missionaries   labouring 
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in  each  of  the  yet  unoocupied  provinces  of  Ghina.  The 
experience  of  the  past  six  years,  while  showing  more  clearly 
what  the  difficulties  are,  has  also  shown  that  they  are  such 
as  may,  with  God's  blessing,  be  overcome.  In  two 
provinces  which  were  unoccupied  in  1866,  our  brethren  are 
now  working,  and  souls  have  been  brought  to  Ohrist. 
And  in  the  seaboard  provinces,  in  seven  prefectural  cities, 
besides  other  places  of  less  political  importance,  our 
missionaries  have  opened  up  new  work.  We  would  there- 
fore thank  Ood  and  take  courage. 

Tours  very  truly, 

J.    HXTDSON  TaTLOB. 

6  Pyblaso)  Boas,  KswiNOTOzr  Gbbsit, 
Ii02nx>N,  K. 


PROGEESS  OF  THE  WORK. 

EITJ-EIAKG. — Me.  Cabdweix,  writing  on  Dec.  30, 1871, 
says  : — "  I  have  just  returned  &om  a  second  visit  to  the 
capital  of  this  province,  and  will  give  you  some  little 
account  of  my  journey.  I  started  on  the  19th  inst.,  and 
did  not  reach  Hu-kau  until  the  following  morning,  owing 
to  a  strong  S.E.  wind,  which  set  in  soon  after  sailing.  I 
was  detained  one  day  in  consequence.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  year  I  visited  this  place,  and  found  but  few  people,  and 
they  seemed  very  indifPerent ;  so  I  felt  that  I  had  rather 
continue  my  journey  than  remain.  After  breakfast  I  went 
into  the  city,  and  to  my  surprise  foimd  it  full  of  coimtry 
people,  it  being  market-day.  I  made  two  attempts  to 
preach ;  but  the  bustle  was  so  great,  I  could  not  be  heard. 
I  sold,  however,  750  cash's  worth  of  books.  I  was  very 
pleased  thus  to  have  the  opportunity  of  providing  the  vil- 
lagers with  the  Word  of  God.  The  villages  are  so  scat- 
^tered,  it  is  only  in  this  way  the  Good  News  can  reach  them. 
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The  wind  enabled  us  to  leave  the  next  morning,  and  we 
reached  the  capital  on  Saturday  at  2  p.m.*  ....  I 
was  deeply  grieyed  to  leave  the  capital.  The  province  of 
Kiang-si  is  estimated  to  contain  over  twenty  millions  of 
people,  and,  as  far  as  we  know,  there  are  residing  in  it  at 
the  present  time  but  eleven  persons  who  believe  the  Truth. 
Here  is  a  large  city,  the  capital  of  the  province,  sealed 
against  it.  WiU  not  the  Lord's  people  lay  this  upon  their 
hearts,  and  pray  unto  Him  that  He  would  cause  the  open* 
ing  of  its  gates,  so  that  the  preacher  of  the  Gbspel  may 
enter  in  and  even  dwell  there  ?  The  Lord  hear  and  answer. 
I  rejoice  that  during  the  three  hours,  we  sold  nine  complete 
copies  of  the  Scriptures  (five  of  which  were  to  Mandarins), 
220  copies  of  Luke  and  Acts  bound  together,  also  250 
small  books,  explanatory  of  Scripture  truth.  The  first 
night  after  leaving  the  capital,  we  put  up  at  a  village  called 
T'a-fung.  Li  the  morning  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  [na- 
tive] gunboat  stationed  there,  sent  a  smaller  one  with  four 
men,  to  accompany  us  as  far  as  we  liked;  for,  he  said,  the 
people  about  here  are  nearly  all  fishermen,  who  turn  rob- 
bers when  an  opportunity  offers.  This  officer  was  a  friend 
of  my  assistant's.  When  they  had  gone  with  us  about  70 
li,  we  told  them  they  might  return,  as  they  would  have  a 
long  way  to  go  back  against  the  stream.  They  came  along- 
side for  my  card,  and  I  told  Chun  Sin-sang  to  give  them 
some  little  books  and  tracts,  and  they  left.  In  about  an 
hour  and  a-half  afterwards  they  returned,  which  I  could 


[*  Soon  after  his  arrival,  several  MandarinB  visited  him,  and  hiB 
passports  were  examined.  The  Mandarin  advised  him  not  to  remain, 
as  the  people  said  they  were  inimicaL  Mr.  Cardwell  assured  him  that 
the  people  were  behavine  exceedingly  well,  that  he  had  no  fear  of 
them.  They  then  agreed  to  his  remaining  outside  the  city  for  two 
days.  On  the  next  day,  however,  the  soldiers  and  police— -ito^  the 
people — ^began  to  manifest  such  hostility,  that  he  deemed  it  prudent 
to  retire,  rather  than  to  risk  the  poesihiuty  of  a  serious  trouble.] 
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not  imderstand.     Presently  Chun  came  to  me,  saying  that 

two  of  the  men  wanted  to  enter  their  names  as  candidates 

for  baptism.      I  replied,  'I  must  have  some  talk  with 

them  first/    He  told  me  that  the  officer  in  charge  only 

^ave  them  leave  to  return  and  give  their  names,  that  they 

could  not  stay  even  to  have  a  little  prayer,  that  he  was  then 

calling  to  them  to  be  quick.    I  gave  each  a  Testament,  and 

bidding  them  Ood  speed,  they  departed.    I  regretted  much 

that  I  could  not  have  any  conversation  with  tJiem.     Chun 

then  told  me,  that  soon  after  we  arrived  at  the  village,  he 

called  on  his  friend  in  the  gun-boat,  who  asked  hinn  to  join 

in  their  evening  meal.     He  told  them  he  must  first  give 

thanks ;  and  having  done  so,  they  asked  him  what  it  meant. 

He  gave  them  his  reasons,  expounded  the  Qospel  to  them, 

and  read  three  chapters  from  Mark's  Gospel.     When  he 

had  concluded,  three  of  the  men  said  they  believed,  two  of 

them  having  hesu*d  the  doctrine  before  at  Hankow,  and 

their  minds  having  been  exercised  about  it  ever  since. 

He  exhorted  them  to  decide  at  once,  and  left.   Nothing  more 

was  said  to  them,  until  they  came  alongside  for  my  card, 

when  Chun  gave  them  the  books  and  tracts,  and  begged 

them  to  believe  in  Jesus.     On  their  way  back,  they  seem 

to  have  read  the  books  and  talked  over  the  matter ;  so  they 

resolved  to  go  after  me  and  give  in  their  names  as  believers. 

Asking  permission  to  return  to  the  foreigners,  they  were  at 

first  refused,  but  obtained  consent  on  condition  that  they 

would  not  stay.    They  were  now  twenty  li  from  me ;  but 

plying  their  oars  with  a  will,  they  caught  us  up  in  an  hour 

and  a-half.     On  their  leaving  the  second  time,  I  could  not 

help  noticing  the  expression  of  their  countenances,  which 

beamed  with  delight.    I  remarked  it  to  Chun,  who  said, 

'  Yes,  their  hearts  were  Aill  of  joy.'     Both  are  young 

men,  one  23  and  the  other  27,  and  are  from  Yim-chau-fu, 

in  the  province  of  Hu-nan.    May  the  Lord  preserve  them, 
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and  make  them  a  blessing  in  that  province,  whicli  is,  I 
believe,  without  a  missionary.  May  it  be  my  joy  to  meet 
them  next  year,  and  to  find  them  steadfast,  and  then  in  due 
time  to  baptize  them.  I  was  feeling  much  cast  down,  on 
account  of  the  reception  I  had  met  with  at  the  capital ;  but 
this  incident  quite  revived  my  spirits,  and  I  blessed  the 
Lord  that  He  had  so  caused  me  to  see,  that  in  His  name 
we  labour  not  in  vain.     He  is  faithful  who  hath  promised." 

"We  give  the  above  incident,  and  are  thankful  for  the 
encouragement  it  afforded  to  Mr.  Cardwell,  though  with 
him  we  feel  that  it  is  premature  yet  to  decide  on  the 
motives  that  actuated  the  men. 

NAN-EIN. — ^Mr.  Haevey,  who  continues  to  labour  in 
this  place  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Duncan,  still  finds  little 
to  encourage  him  in  his  efforts,  and  is  at  times  much  cast 
down.  The  following  is  from  Mrs.  Duncan,  dated  Dec. 
11,  1871:— 

" .  .  .  .  My  dear  husband's  health  is  not  very  satis- 
factory. Before  he  left  here  for  Gan-k'ing  he  was  often 
complaining  of  pain  in  his  chest.  I  think  the  trip  from 
Wu-huto  Hang-chau  with  Mr.  Harvey  did  him  good  [see 
last  Paper,  p.  173],  and  with  care,  I  hope  he  may  get  over 
this  winter  better  than  we  anticipated.  He  engaged  a  man, 
one  of  the  inquirers  at  Gan-k'ing,  to  travel  with  him.  This 
man  has  proved  very  earnest  in  speaking  to  others  about 
Jesus,  and  his  faithfulness  and  consistency  have  given  much 
satisfaction.  We  had  much  joy  in  baptizing  him,  the  Sun- 
day before  they  left  for  Gan-k*ing.  He  is  a  very  sensible 
man.  When  answering  the  questions  which  were  put  to 
him  before  his  baptism,  he  spoke  of  the  wonderful  grace 
of  God,  and  how  much  it  had  done  for  him,  the  tears 
dropping  down  his  cheeks.    This  quite  touched  me,  as  it  is 
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BO  Beldom  we  see  a  Chinaman,  or  woman  either,  weeping 
for  sin,  or  00  struck  with  the  love  of  Jesus.  We  do  trust 
the  Lord  will  keep  him,  and  that  he  may  prove  faithful  to 
the  end.  There  is  so  much  which  may  for  a  time  appear 
like  the  truth,  and  which  affcer  a  while  turns  out  to  be  false, 
that  we  almost  tremble  to  write  cheerful  acooimts  of  any 
one.  .  .  .  '^ 

Again  Mrs.  Dtjkcjls  writes,  on  Jan.  12th : — 
''....  Nan-kin  is  not  anything  like  what  it  was 
before  the  excitement  of  1870.  The  people  still  regard  us 
with  suspicion,  and  seem  frightened  to  come  n^ar  our 
place.  The  other  day  Mr.  Harvey  was  standing  at  the 
chapel  door,  and  some  women  were  coming  in  to  see  me, 
when  several  of  our  neighbours,  who  were  also  standing 
round,  called  out,  '  Don't  go  in ;  they  wiU  take  out  your 
eyes,'  &c. 

'*  Some  of  the  scholars  we  had  before  the  late  excitement 
have  promised  to  come  and  attend  a  school  here  after  their 
new  year.  Several  of  the  mothers  of  these  children  have 
continued  coming  to  see  me.  They  know  we  treated  their 
children  well,  and  that  there  is  no  truth  in  the  reports 
which  are  circulated  about  us.  I  hope,  if  it  please  the 
Lord,  that  those  children  who  have  promised,  and  others 
too,  may  come  to  be  taught,  after  the  commencement  of  the 
Chinese  new  year.  But  everything  is  so  uncertain  here, 
that  we  must  be  prepared  either  for  joy  or  sorrow.  ..." 

CHIN-KIANG.— From  Mrs.  Judd,  December  20, 1871  :— 
'' .  .  .  We  still  have  a  good  many  women  come  to  see  us, 
a  large  proportion  of  whom  are  Tartars,  and  Cu  S-meo 
(our  Bible  woman)  and  myself  tell  them  the  Gbspel.  The 
Lord  often  helps  Cu  S-meo  to  speak  to  them  very  faithfully 
and  earnestly,  and  I  am  sometimes  reminded  of  that  part 
of  *  the  old,  old  story,'  which  says  : — 
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*  Bat  hnah !    The  tale  grows  sadder, 
rU  teU  it  if  I  can.' 

For  when  she  is  about  to  tell  them  of  the  eracifixion  and 
death  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  she  begs  for  their  special  atten- 
tion, and  in  a  lowered  tone  of  voice  repeats  the  oft-told 
tale  of  the  love,  greater  than  which  no  man  hath  known. 
But  'who  hath  believed  our  report?'  Of  all  who  have 
heard  the  stoiy  of  His  love,  how  many  have  listened,  as  to 
the  '  lovely  song  of  one  that  hath  a  pleasant  voice  and  can 
play  well  on  an  instrument,  for  they  hear  the  words, 
but  they  do  them  not.'  Or  who  (in  spite  of  being  warned 
of  coming  to  such  a  conclusion)  have  gone  away  thmking, 
''  It  is  a  foreign  doctrine,  and  therefore  has  nothing  to  do 
with  us"?  "We  have  much  hope  that  two  women  were 
really  awakened  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  led  to  seek 
Jesus.  One  of  them  was  aged  about  80,  a  near  neigh- 
bour of  ours,  who  has  had  much  sorrow,  and  to  whom 
Cu  S-meo  had  often  gone  to  speak  of  more  abiding  joy 
than  she  could  find  down  here ;  and  the  other,  her  daughter, 
who  had  come  from  a  village  several  miles  away,  to  fetch 
her  old  mother  to  live  with  her  in  her  own  home.  The 
latter  was  only  here  a  few  days,  but  we  took  every  oppor- 
tunity of  setting  the  Gospel  before  her,  and  we  have  eveiy 
reason  to  hope  she  believed  it.  On  going  to  wish  them 
good-bye  before  they  started,  the  old  woman  took  my  hands 
in  hers  and  said,  '  We  shall  meet  next  time  in  heaven.' 
May  the  Lord  grant  it  for  Jesus'  sake !  Neither  of  them 
could  read,  so  we  could  only  hope  that  some  one  in  their 
village  who  could,  would  read  the  two  or  three  books  we 
were  able  to  give  to  them." 

The  following  is  compiled  from  letters  addressed  to  Mr. 
Taylor  and  Mr.  Berger,  by  Mr.  Jxjdd  : — 

'<  The  young  man  named  Chang,  my  native  assistant  for 
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oat-door  preaching,  lias  been  given  back  to  me  bj  the 
Lord ;  for  which  I  am  thankful.  The  little  time  he  has 
been  away  has,  I  hope,  been  beneficial  to  him.  About  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks  ago,  he  went  with  me  to  Tan-t'u, 
a  small  market-town  a  few  miles  from  here,  where  we  sold 
some  books  and  tracts.  We  preached  there  for  some  time. 
Chang  spoke  yery  nicely,  and  one  old  gentleman  listened 
with  deep  interest,  and  appeared  to  be  sorry  when  the  time 
came  for  ns  to  leave  him.  He  bought  a  few  books  from  us. 
I  do  trust  we  may  meet  him  in  heaven.  Last  week,  Chang 
and  I  went  together  to  a  place  about  twelve  English  miles 
from  here.  We  preached,  and  sold  a  good  number  of 
books.  Among  others,  we  met  with  a  stage-player,  who 
manifested  interest.  He  bought  a  New  Testament  and 
five  other  books,  for  distribution.  On  our  way  we  coidd 
see  large  numbers  of  villages,  all  still  in  heathen  darkness. 
From  one  point  of  sight  I  could  count  over  twenty.  Pro- 
bably not  one  in  a  hundred  of  their  inhabitants  is  able  to 
read.    How  are  they  to  be  taught  ?    Poor  souls ! 

"Yesterday  [Christmas  Day]  we  gave  a  treat  to  our  boys 
in  the  school  (of  whom  there  are  seven  here,  and  two  more 
probably  on  their  way  hither).  The  cost  was  defrayed  by 
a  Christian  sailor,  the  cook  on  board  a  gim-boat  lying  in 
the  river.  He  often  visits  us,  and  we  much  enjoy  each 
other's  company.  The  treat  was  a  hearty  enjoyment  to  the 
dear  children,  of  whom  five  are  fatherless.  Li  the  morn- 
ing, we  had  our  first  baptism  in  this  place.  It  was  the 
more  interesting,  although  there  was  only  one  man,  in  that 
he  had  come  from  the  province  of  Kwei-chau,  mpre  than  a 
thousand  miles  away,  and  is  not  really  a  Chinaman,  his 
parents  having  come  from  some  small  tribe  outside  the 
western  border  of  China.  He  had  travelled  to  this  place, 
as  an  itinerant  brazier.    How  wonderfully  the  Lord  can 
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bring  His  people  from  afar,  when  He  has  puipoees  of  grace 
towards  them !  We  have  one  or  two  hopeful  attendants  at 
the  Chapel,  but  we  cannot  speak  of  them  yet  so  hopefully 
as  we  should  like." 

The  subjoined,  from  Miss  Bowyer,  at  once  interests  and 
cheers  us.  We  are  led  to  hope  that  the  Lord's  time  is 
come,  to  reward  the  patience  and  to  answer  the  prayers  of 
our  sister  and  Miss  Desgbaz,  by  giving  them  abundant 
employment  in  school  and  other  Christian  work  in  Chin- 
kiang.    She  says: — 

**New  School-house,  Cniir-KiAKOy 
''Deoember  16,  1871. 

'^ .  .  .  On  a  piece  of  ground  near  us,  which  we  have 
rented,  we  have  erected  a  few  straw  cottages,  to  give  free 
accommodation  to  a  few  poor  aged  women,  of  whom  there 
are  many  without  a  home.  Several  have  spoken  of  coming, 
but  we  can  only  take  eleven  at  present,  while  difficulties 
attend  lodging  even  this  number. 

'^  These  cottages  are  veiy  good  of  their  kind,  and  each 
old  woman  will  have  a  room  with  a  bed,  table  and  stool. 
What  will  you  say  when  I  tell  you  that  we  are  using  the 
stuffing  of  two  old  mission  mattresses  to  make  wadded 
coverlets  for  them?  It  answers  very  well,  if  well  quilted. 
The  coverlets  are  only  lent  for  the  winter,  and  everything 
will  be  marked  with  the  name  of  our  school  very  large.  In 
these  cottages  we  have  also  commenced  a  boys'  free  day- 
school.  Finding  that  we  could  not  get  girls  at  the  present 
time,  we  thought  of  trying  with  boys,  and  so  left  one  room 
in  the  cottages  imdivided  for  that  purpose.  Several  having 
promised  to  come,  we  made  a  beginning  last  Monday,  when, 
to  our  surprise,  19  boys  made  their  appearance,  and  since 
then  the  number  has  reached  22 — almost  more  than  one 
teacher  can  manage,  but  we  expect  a  few  may  fall  off  in 
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time.  Some  are  bright  boys,  but  all  poor  and  ragged. 
Perhaps  a  ragged-school  would  be  a  more  suitable  name, 
as  some  need  clothing  from  head  to  foot,  and  we  propose  to 
give  rewards  in  clothes  at  the  new  year.  This,  no  doubt, 
induces  some  to  come.  This  afternoon  being  cold,  we  had 
a  good  game  of  ball  with  them  for  a  short  time,  and  all 
were  exceedingly  pleased  with  the  change. 

"  We  do  not  allow  the  boys  to  come  to  this  house  at  all, 
80  that  the  work  here  (exclusively  for  women  and  girls) 
will  not,  I  think,  be  affected  in  any  way  ;  and  it  may  be, 
that  when  it  is  seen  how  we  treat  the  boys,  some  parents 
may  be  induced  to  send  their  girls,  too.  ...  It  pains  me  to 
see  the  rooms  empty;  but  we  must  have  patience,  and 
remember  what  a  bad  reputation  there  is  abroad  about 
foreigners. 

"A  number  of  poor,  destitute  people  from  the  country 
have  settled  near  us  for  the  winter,  and  are  daily  coming 
for  clothes,  food,  &o.,  which,  through  the  Lord's  goodness, 
we  are  enabled  in  some  measure  to  supply.  Would  that 
they  showed  more  readiness  to  hear  the  Word  of  Life ! 
Many  of  their  houses  are  no  larger  than  an  English  wag- 
gon, and  only  put  up  with  mats  and  dried  grass.  My  heart 
is  sad  as  I  think  of  them ;  and  they  are  difficult  to  reach, 
except  through  some  temporal  benefit." 

Miss  Desgraz,  writing  on  December  29,  1871,  being  a 
fortnight  later  than  the  preceding,  observes : — 

**.  .  .  Miss  Bowyer  has  told  you  of  a  boys*  school 
we  have  begun  in  our  straw  cottages.  The  boys  continue 
to  attend  very  well,  and  though  some  have  left,  we  still 
number  from  fifteen  to  twenty.  Now,  I  have  other*  good 
news  to  tell  you.  We  began  the  boys'  school,  partly  with 
the  hope  that  it  might  be  the  means  of  bringing  girls  also. 
Most  likely,  you  have  already  been  told  how  some  months 
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ago  quite  a  number  used  to  come  to  play,  &c.f  and  how  all 
at  once  they  left  off  coming.    We  heard  their  mothers  had 
forbidden  them  to  do  so.    Last  week  we  were  surprised 
and  glad  to  see  some  of  them  come  back  again.    After 
playing  a  while,  they  were  going  away,  and  we  asked  them 
to  come  to  school,  to  which  they  replied,  '  "We'll  come  to- 
morrow.'   We  thought  this  was  only  a  polite  reply,  but  to 
our  great  delight  we  had  quite  a  number,  as  many  as  eight 
or  ten,  some  accompanied  by  their  mothers,  who  said  they 
had  brought  them  to  be  enrolled  as  scholars.   I  forgot  to  tell 
you  of  a  man  who  came  to  bring  his  boy  to  the  boys'  school, 
and  who  also  had  with  him  his  little  girl.    The  teacher  of 
the  boys,  Luh,  said  to  him,  *  Will  you  not  send  her  to  school 
at  the  other  house  ? '     '  Oh !  is  there  one  there  ? '  the  man 
asked;  'I  will  take  her  at  once.'     So  we  begem  school 
again  with  this  child,  Ai-ling  Kieang's  little  one,  and  our 
cook's.     This  outside  little  girl  continued  coming  all  alone 
for  several  days,  till  others  came.     Seeing  her  pass  eyery 
day,  it  is  very  likely  they  made  up  their  minds  to  come  too. 
Perhaps  they  may  have  heard  of  some  trifling  presents  we 
have  been  giving  the  boys,  and  also  that  we  had  promised 
if  they  attended  reg^arly,  we  would  give  them  eaeh  a  gar- 
ment at  their  new  year.     A  few  girls  wished  to  stop  here 
to  dine;  others  preferred  going  home  to  eat.     One,  on 
being  asked  if  she  would  not  eat  rice  here,  replied,  '  No ; 
we   have  heard  that  they  [the  foreigners]  put  terrible 
medicines  in  their  food'    [».*.,  to  bewitch  the  eaters]. 
Another  girl  said,  '  Oh,  I  have  dined  here  now  for  three 
days,  and  I  am  not  dead  yet.'    The  next  day  they  all 
stopped  to  dinner.     But  now  we  have  made  another  ar- 
rangement, which  we  think  will  answer  better.    We  have 
told  them  that  we  cannot  give  both  food  now,  and  clothes 
at  the  new  year  too,  as  we  think  of  doing  to  the  boys. 
They  must  choose  which  they  like  best,  food  or  clothes. 
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They  all  said,  *  Of  the  two,  we  should  prefer  the  clothes.' 
.  .  .  They  attend  pretty  regularly.  We  feel  so  thank- 
ful for  this  beginning.  Though  it  is  only  a  day-school,  we 
hope  it  may  bring  boarders  also.  We  have  one  old  woman 
liying  in  the  straw  cottages ;  the  others  have  not  yet  come, 
but  they  have  promised  to  do  so.  .  .  ." 

Still  later  intelligence  £rom  Miss  Bowybb  seems  to  afford 
ground  for  hope  that  the  attendance  of  the  children  at  the 
recently  opened  boys'  and  girls'  schools  will  be  maintained. 
On  the  14th  January  she  writes : — 

''.  .  .  You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  the  girls  con- 
tinue to  come,  in  number  from  eight  to  ten ;  and  to-day, 
one  was  offered  to  be  written  for  four  years.  She  is  a  nice 
little  girl,  ten  years  old.  I  hope  it  may  be  settled.  It  is 
gratifying  to  see  how  they  seem  to  like  coming  to  school, 
and  with  what  affection  and  confidence  they  regard  us  iu 
so  short  a  time.  We  have  meh  games  when  school  is  oyer, 
and  real  fun  it  is  too.  We  went  to  see  the  parents  of  some 
yesterday,  and  the  general  cry  was,  '  I  cannot  keep  my  girl 
at  home,  she  teases  me  so  to  let  her  go  to  school.'  I  hope 
this  may  continue. 

«  The  boys'  school  attendance  is  still  good,  from  eighteen 
to  twenty;  and  there  are  more  willing  to  come,  if  we  would 
take  them." 

HANO-CHAU.— From  Mr.  McCarthy  :— 

"...  December  25th,  1871.— Wong  Laa-djiin  was 
at  Siao-saen  yesterday,  so  I  officiated  for  him  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  afterwards  took  the  women's  Sunday  school.  The 
boys  are  divided  into  three  classes.  Ah-liang  has  taken 
one  regularly  since  he  has  been  here,  Shih-liang  takes 
another,  and  yesterday  Ah-ts'ih  took  the  third,  which 
LsB-djiin    generally  has.     The  boys'  teacher  leads  thQ 
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men's  dass.  I  selected  three  or  four  Hymns,  got  the^ 
women  to  learn  a  few  verses  hj  repetition,  and  read  about 
Jesus  receiving  little  children,  showing  them  the  picture. 
At  morning  service,  I  read  without  much  comment  Eph. 
iii.  and  iv.,  and  spoke  from  Jonah  ii.  9,  *  Salvation  is  of 
the  Lord.'  I  tried  to  lead  them  to  see  that  in  thought,  in 
act,  and  in  application  to  each  individual  case,  the  work 
was  all  Gk)d's.  ...  In  the  afternoon  I  read  Bom.  x., 
speaking  afterwards  from  the  Idth  verse.  The  Lord  gave 
me  the  attention  of  most  while  I  was  speaking.  Oh,  that 
He  would  send  down  great  blessing !  We  had  the  prayer- 
meeting,  as  usual,  in  the  evening.  I  took  the  children  out 
in  the  afternoon  after  the  service,  as  I  wanted  to  see  one 
of  the  inquirers,  who  was  poorly.  I  gave  her  some  medi- 
cine, and  she  is  much  better  to-day.  .  .  ." 

We  would  ask  the  special  attention  of  friends  to  the 
succeeding  paragraph  of  our  brother's  letter,  affording  as 
it  does  an  indication  of  a  movement  amongst  the  Chinese 
converts  which  many  of  us  have  long  and  earnestly  desired 
to  see.  We  heartily  commend  the  native  brethren  con- 
cerned in  this  effort  to  the  guidance  and  care  of  Gk)d,  with 
the  prayer  that  the  movement  thus  initiated  may  continue 
and  extend. 

"  December  31st. — The  men  are  all  happy  and  going  on 
with  their  work.  I  should  hope  that  the  Lord  will  bring 
permanent  good  out  of  Ab-ts^ib's  detention  here.  He  has 
set  going  the  very  thing  among  the  members  that  we  were 
thinking  about.  I  mean  the  effort  to  get  the  natives  to 
take  a  practical  interest  in  the  spread  of  the  truth  among 
their  fellow-countrymen.  He  is  going  to  have  a  meeting 
of  all  the  members  who  will  come  on  Tuesday  next,  and 
means  to  try  and  make  some  permanent  arrangement,  by 
which  all  will  take  part  in  the  promulgation  of  the  GK>speI, 
and  give  as  they  are  able  and  willing  for  that  purpose.  He 
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proposes  ttiat  even  Wong  LsB-djiin  [the  pastor  of  the 
church]  should  not  take  any  more  active  part  than  that  of 
treasurer,  his  reason  being  that  Lse-djiin  and  myself  are  so 
closely  identified,  that  if  he  took  the  lead,  it  would  soon 
cease  to  be  a  purely  native  movement.  It  is  not  that  he 
does  not  want-  our  advice,  as  he  has  already  consulted  us ; 
but  he  is  really  seeking  to  make  an  effort  to  get  the  mem- 
bers to  see  the  importance  of  systematic  giving  (however 
poor  they  may  be),  and  to  feel  their  responsibiliiy  as  to 
spreading  the  religion  which  they  themselves  have  received. 
I  am  very  thankful.    It  is  the  answer  to  many  prayers. 

^^  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  a  teacher  for  the  female  school. 
The  girls  are  getting  on  nicely,  however,  day  by  day,  and 
the  Lord  knows  our  need,  and  we  are  looking  to  Him. 
The  boys  are  now  in  a  really  good  spirit.  The  Lord  is 
blessing  them  and  helping  them  in  their  studies.  The 
first  class  in  their  spare  time  are  now  engaged  in  the  pre- 
paration of  essays.  They  are  to  be  finished  by  the  end 
of  the  first  month.  The  six  essays  [one  from  each  boy 
in  the  class]  are  to  be  copied  by  one  boy,  and  given  to 
me.  I  am  to  give  two  prizes  for  the  first  and  second 
best." 

Letter  from  one  of  her  late  scholars  at  Hang-chau,  to 
Mrs.  Taylor : — 

"Tour  scholar  T'in-fu  and  all  the  other  scholars  write  a 
letter  to  her  who  has  gone  to  the  foreign  country,  whom  we 
love  and  honour  and  desire  to  see,  I  mean  Miss  Faulding. 
We  salute  you,  and  desire  that  God  our  Father,  and  thq 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  may  bestow  upon  you  grace  and 
peace.  We  have  not  forgotten  you,  but  continually  think 
of  you  and  pray  that  God  may  give  you  health  and  pros- 
per and  bless  you  in  everything.  We  now,  by  God'fi| 
grace,  are  all  well  here ;  and  from  the  school  there  havq 
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been  two  or  three,  who  have  been  called  by  Gbd's  grace  to 
profess  the  name  of  Christ,  bj  being  baptized.  It  is 
80  good  of  the  Lord  to  add  to  our  numbers.  We  want  you 
to  pray  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  that  He  wiU  give  us 
wisdom  to  earnestly  seek  fo  please  Him  and  glorify  His 
holy  name.    Amen.    My  letter  is  finished.'^ 

FUNG-HWA.  —  '0-Z.  —  ZAO-TSENG.  —  NING-HAI.— 
ONG-ZIH. —  Mb.  Williamson  writes : — October  1,  1871. 

"...  FuwG-HWA. — The  quarterly  meeting  of  the 
native  assistants  was  held  here  on  the  28th  September. 
Owing  to  heavy  rains,  they  were  a  day  later  in  coming, 
which  did  not  leave  us  time  to  enter  fully  into  the  ex- 
amination of  the  portions  of  Scripture  agreed  upon  at 
our  former  meeting.  There  has  been  no  addition  to  our 
numbers  here,  and  of  the  four  candidates  for  baptism, 
mentioned  in  my  last,  two  seem  im.satisfactory.  We  have 
the  same  number  of  boys  in  the  school,  and  there  seems 
little  prospect  of  increase,  as  the  class  of  boys  we  may 
expect  are  sent  at  an  early  age  to  tend  cattle,  or  engage  in 
farm  labour.  The  boys  we  have  are  making  good  progress. 
One  of  them  I  expect  soon  to  take  as  a  boarder.  Having 
been  subject  to  ague,  I  have  been  staying  here  during  the 
last  two  months,  while  Yoen-kyi-seng  has  visited  and 
spent  a  short  time  at  each  of  the  other  stations.  His  wife 
is  still  actively  engaged  in  house  visitation,  and  also  in 
instructing  the  female  members.  '0-z. — ^At  present  there 
are  two  candidates  for  baptism  in  this  place.  At  Zao- 
TSENO  we  are  still  without  visible  results;  but  are  tiying  to 
procure  a  more  suitable  place,  where  we  may  hope  to  be 
more  successful.  Wong-kyuo-yiio,  though  getting  old,  and 
at  times  subject  to  sickness,  continues  earnest  in  exhorting 
his  fellow-countrymen  to  turn  from  dumb  idols  to  serve 
the  living  Gk>d.    Nnfo-HAi. — There  was  one  man  baptized 
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Here  about  the  end  of  July.  At  present  there  are  two 
hopeful  inquirers,  besides  four  of  whom  we  feel  uncertain. 
OsQ-zsM, — Nearly  a  year  has  elapsed  since  Fong-neng- 
kwe  commenced  labouring  in  this  district.  About  a 
month  ago,  two  inquirers  were  removed  by  death,  just  as 
we  were  looking  forward  with  hope  to  their  making  a 
public  profession.  One  was  a  field  labourer,  a  relation  of 
Neng-kwe's,  the  other  was  the  landlady  of  our  premises. 
She  had  for  a  considerable  time  renounced  idolatiy  and 
heard  the  word  gladly.  Though  neither  have  been 
spared  to  make  a  public  profession  of  their  faith  in  Christ, 
we  have  reason  to  hope  they  died  trusting  in  Him.  .  .  .  '' 

T'AI-GHAU. — Our  brother  and  sister  ExjDLAjn)  have 
been  much  tried  by  the  severe  Olness  of  their  eldest  child, 
but  a  short  visit  to  a  mountain  near  the  sea-side  has,  with 
God's  blessing,  resulted  in  his  restoration  to  health. 
Whilst  away  from  T'ai-chau,  Mr.  Eudlaio)  had  manj 
opportunities  of  selling  portions  of  the  Scriptures,  and  of 
preaching  the  Gospel.  The  following  letter  from  Mr. 
Edwabs  Fishe  furnishes  hopeful  indications  of  progress 
in  the  cause  of  Christ  here : — 

''The  last  two  days  we  have  had  the  carpenters  and 
masons  setting  up  the  framework  of  the  school- room  and 
dormitory  for  the  school-girls.  How  faithful  of  our  God 
thus  to  answer  our  prayers.  You  too,  dear  brother,  will 
share  in  the  spoil,  as  through  your  kindness  we  were  helped 
as  regards  funds  for  erecting  the  school-room.  God  grant 
that  the  new  school-room  may  be  the  spiritual  birthplace 
of  many  a  little  one !  My  dear  wife  has  secured  the  ser- 
vices of  Cii  S-meo.  She  is  to  commence  teaching  as  soon 
as  the  school-room  is  ready.  Owing  to  my  wife's  having 
to  go  to  Ning-po,  when  the  Examinations  were  coming  on, 
the  girls  have  been  at  home  for  some  time.    I  think,  how- 
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ever,  many  of  them  will  come  back  again.  The  boys' 
school  is  not  quite  so  flourishing  as  it  was.  .  .  . 

"  There  are  one  or  two  interesting  inquirers  just  now. 
One  is  a  military  Mandarin,  who  has  been  coming  every 
afternoon  for  a  fortnight  past.  Mr.  Cii  thinks  he  really 
believes  the  Gospel.  Another  is  a  young  man  from.  Kong- 
Kong,  the  place  where  Zih-djiin,  one  of  those  last  baptized, 
came  from.  We  find  Cii  a  great  help.  During  the  ex- 
aminations, he  was  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  He 
can  meet  the  literati  so  well  on  their  own  ground.  He  also 
seems  to  be  such  a  decided  Christian. 

"  November  13th. — Our  building  is  progressing.  Eight 
of  the  school-girls  came  to  the  services  yesterday,  and 
were  shown  their  new  school-room.  They  seem  pleased 
and  anxious  to  come  back,  and  we  hope  in  another  fort- 
night to  have  it  ready  to  receive  them.  Mr.  McCarthy  is 
about  to  send  me  an  evangelist,  who  will  accompany  me 
in  my  tours,  and  whom  I  can  send  with  books  and  tracts 
to  the  places  around  when  I  am  unable  to  be  out." 

WUN-CHAU. — ^Mr.  Stott  writes  as  under,  on  December 
4,  1871  :— 

''....  We  are  all  in  good  health  again  [Mrs. 
Stott  had  had  an  attack  of  illness],  and  are  going  on  as 
usual.  The  school  is  encouraging,  and  the  elder  boys  are 
doing  very  well.  The  eldest,  who  is  now  more  than 
twenty  years  of  age,  will,  I  hope,  be  useful  soon ;  in  fact 
he  is  BO  already.  The  two  next  him  in  age  are  also 
getting  on  weU.  The  expenses  have  been  greater  this 
year  than  last,  or  any  previous  one.  The  elder  boys  are 
growing  up,  and  needing  more  and  better  clothes  than 
formerly,  and  we  have  also  had  to  get  a  good  deal  of 
bedding.  The  colporteur's  wages  were  at  least  48  dels, 
per  annum,  which  ajre  not  unreasonably  high,  though  they 


197 

lielp  to  swell  the  sum  expended.  Tsiang  Lao-piug,  who  was 
our  colporteur,  I  have  sent  to  Mr.  Williamson,  chiefly 
l)ecau8e  he  was  so  little  understood  by  the  people  here.    I 
have  put  the  school  teacher  in  the  book  shop,  in  the  place 
of  Tsiang.    He  does  well,  and  improves  in  preaching  and  in 
knowledge.     His  family  live  in  rooms  adjoining  the  book 
shop,  and  are  now  ill  with  small-pox,  which  is  a  cause  of 
anxiety,  as  four  or  five  of  my  boys  who  sleep  near  his 
rooms,  and  my  wife  and  myself,  have  not  had  it.    A  man 
who  had  been  a  geomancer,  and  was  baptized  some  time 
ago,  is  employed  by  Mr.  Jackson  to  travel  about  with  him. 
He  is  fluent  in  language,  and  at  times  speaks  much  to  the 
purpose.     Still  he  is  a  novice  and  needs  to  be  cared  for. 
[This  man,  we  learn  from  a  letter  of  Mrs.  Stott's,  the 
morning  after  his  baptism,  brought  the  books  by  which  he 
had  deceived  the  people,  and  they  were  burnt  while  Acts 
xix.  19  was  read.]     Not  long  ago  another  man  who  had 
been  a  Buddhist  priest  was  baptized  here.    [See  last  0.  P., 
p.  160.]     He  is  a  native  of  a  village  in  Yoh-ching  district, 
and  was  attached  to  a  temple  outside  the  great  south  gat6. 
He  bought  some  books  and  heard  the  doctrine,  then  left  the 
temple,  and  went  home  to  his  village.   Putting  on  his  own 
clothes  [i.e.,  instead  of  his  official  dress  as  a  priest,]  he  began 
to  cultivate  a  queue,  and  worked  in  the  fields.   He  is  not  a 
poor  man,  as  he  has  a  strip  of  land  of  his  own.    He  came 
here  several  times  before  I  saw  my  way  dear  to  admit  him. 
I  feared  he  had  learned  Boman  Catholic  doctrine,   his 
village  being  a  stronghold  of  the  Jesuits.     He  has  also 
a  brother  connected  with  them.    After  putting  him  to  a 
severe  test,  we  admitted  him.    When  he  went  home,  Mr. 
Jackson  accompanied  him  and  brought  back  some  interest- 
ing news.    Several  years  ago,  many  of  the  villagers  gave  up 
their  idols  and  became  Boman  Catholics.    Now  they  say, 
they  are  not  satisfied;  that  chanting  prayers  before  a 
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picture  of  the  Yirgin  is  merely  an  exchange  from  one 
form  of  idolatry  to  another.  Mr.  Jackson  found  many 
willing  to  listen,  and  some  who  were  inquiring  earnestly 
after  the  Truth.  One  of  the  latter,  a  barber,  appeared 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  zealous  and  intelligent  as  the  priest. 
He  came  here  with  him  once.  He  is  a  reader,  and  has  a 
good  knowledge  of  the  'character.'  The  priest  says 
twenty-eight  persons  have  received  the  doctrine.  We 
expect  him  back  in  a  few  weeks,  bringing  seven  or  eight 
of  the  most  promising  with  him  for  examination.  If  we 
could  spare  a  native  assistant,  we  should  like  to  station 
him  in  that  village;  but  we  have  only  one,  and  he  is 
needed  here.  i.  have  been  thinking  we  might  spare  him 
for  a  time,  by  letting  our  eldest  boy  take  his  place  at  the 
book  shop.  It  is  not  far  away,  and  I  might  be  able  to 
look  in  at  any  rate  twice  a  day,  and  sit  a  while  with  him. 
Last  Sunday  another  man  was  baptized,  who  comes  from  a 
town  near  the  mouth  of  a  river.  Mr.  Jackson  has  been  to 
the  place,  but  did  not  see  any  appearance  of  further  work 
at  present.  The  attendance  here  on  Sundays  is  stiU  good. 
Yesterday  we  had  large  and  attentive  audiences  both 
morning  and  afternoon.  There  is  evidence  that  the  truth 
is  spreading,  every  week ;  some  hundreds  hear  the  Gospel, 
and  numbers  buy  books.  The  present  school-teacher  has 
hardly  realized  our  expectations.  I  think  he  believes  the 
Truth,  but  is  not  very  consistent.  He  has  not  been  baptized 
yet,  though  he  has  been  a  candidate  for  about  four  months. 
One  of  our  servants  encourages  us  by  his  steady  walk,  and 
zealous  endeavours  to  promote  the  glory  of  Ghod. 

<<  December  11th. — Things  are  very  quiet  just  now,  and 
fine  opportunities  are  afforded  for  preaching,  which  we  are 
availing  ourselves  of.  I  have  for  some  time  past  felt  a 
good  deal  encouraged.  ..." 
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Our  readers  will,  we  are  sure,  i*^;ret  to  hear  that  the 
converted  Buddhist  priest,  whose  interesting  case  they 
have  just  perused,  and  respecting  whom  our  brethren 
Messrs.  Stott  and  Jackson  were  entertaining  hopes  of 
future  usefulness,  has  suddenly  been  called  away  from 
this  life.  But  we  must  let  Mr.  Stott  give  the  mourxiful 
particulars,  only  expressing  our  sympathy  with  the  little 
Church  of  Christ  at  Wun-chau,  in  their  disappointment 
and  loss.    Mr.  S.'s  letter  is  dated  December  28 : — 

'^  .  .  It  seems  he,  the  converted  Buddhist  priest,  started 
to  oome  here  much  earlier  than  we  expected,  and  took  his 
passage  in  a  boat  from  near  his  own  place.  When  the 
boat  was  drawing  near  this  city,  she  grounded  on  a 
sand-bank;  and  the  night  being  very  wild  and  stormy, 
she  capsized  at  once,  and  33  men  were  thrown  into  the 
water,  of  these,  26  found  a  watery  grave;  among  them, 
our  much  esteemed  and  beloved  brother. 

"  Erom  what  we  have  gathered  from  his  brother  who  has 
been  here,  he  had  intended  to  bring  on  a  number  of  his 
neighbours,  who  were  inquirers^  and  also  to  be  here  in 
time  for  the  Lord's  Supper  on  the  Sunday.  But  they 
could  not  come  then.  He  therefore  came  on  alone,  to  tell 
US  of  his  neighbours'  coming,  &c.,  and  had  with  him  in 
the  boat  two  idols  he  had  promised  Mr.  Jackson ;  but  as 
mentioned  before,  he  never  reached  us.  We  feel  his  loss 
very  deeply.  We  were  hoping  to  be  able  to  open  an  out- 
station  in  his  village,  and  that  he  would  be  a  great  help  to 
us  in  doing  so ;  but  at  present  our  hopes  are  all  thrown 
down.  Creatures  of  a  day,  we  cannot  omderstand  the  ways 
of  Gk>d,  but  we  know  that  in  taking  him  away.  He  made 
no  mistake.  The  Judge  of  all  the  earth  will  do  right. 
We  have  also  a  well-grounded  hope  that  the  departed 
had  a  saving  interest  in  the  blood  of  Jesus ;  and  though 
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bis  removal  may  seem  a  loss  to  us,  yet  it  is  everlastiiig 
gain  to  liim. 

'*  January  29th. — During  the  year  recently  ended,  we 
received  and  baptized  eight  persons,  and  there  are  still  a 
few  inquirers;  I  hope  this  year  there  will  be  many  more. 
The  attendance  at  the  chapel  is  good.  Every  day  a  few, 
and  some  days  many,  hear  the  Word,  which  is  faithfolly 
and  plainly  ministered  to  them. 

«  We  have  altogether  15  boys  in  the  school.  At  first  we 
could  only  obtain  outcasts,  or  such  as  those  who  had  the 
care  of  them  were  glad  to  get  rid  of.  But  now  we  can  get 
decent  boys,  and  of  a  much  better  class,  if  we  could  take 
them." 


In  our  last  number,  we  were  able  to  give  some  account 
of  an  evangelistic  tour  made  by  Messrs.  Duitgak  and 
Hasvet,  through  the  8outk&m  half  of  Oan-hwuy,  the  first 
of  the  imoccupied  provinces  Otod  has  helped  us  to  establish 
ourselves  in.  jfWe  are  now  glad  to  find,  from  a  recent  letter 
of  Mr.  Duncan's,  extracts  from  which  are  given  below, 
that  this  time,  before  proceeding  to  the  capital,  he  has 
been  able  to  visit  some  of  the  towns  and  cities  of  the 
northern  half.  We  would  ask  for  special  prayer  for  the 
work  in  this  dark  and  needy  province. 

**  .  .  .  After  returning  from  my  last  trip  through 
the  S.E.  part  of  this  province,  I  stayed  about  a  month  in 
Nankin.  During  that  time,  I  tried  to  do  a  little  work  by 
selling  books  in  the  streets,  and  at  places  of  public  resort 
in  the  city.  One  way  or  another,  a  good  deal  of  seed  has 
been  sown  in  Nankin,  but  comparatively  little  fridt  has 
yet  appeared.  On  the  5th  December  I  left  Nankin  again, 
to  go  to  Lii-chau-fu,  and  from  there  to  Oan-k'ing. 
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''Lii-chau-fii,  you  axe  aware,  is  north  of  the  Tang-tee 
river,  which  we  went  up,  until  we  were  about  forty  li 
below  Wu-hu.  Then  we  entered  a  river  that  carries  off 
the  water  from  the  Tseao  lake.  Proceeding  up  this  river, 
the  first  place  we  passed,  of  any  importance,  was  the  town 
of  Yiiing-ts'ao.  It  is  a  popidous  place,  and  large  quanti- 
ties of  rice  and  beans  are  exported.  The  basin  of  the 
river,  in  many  places,  seemed  to  be  almost  on  a  level  with 
the  fields  on  each  side ;  and  according  to  report,  this  river 
frequently  bursts  its  embankments,  causing  great  devas- 
tation among  the  rice  fields,  and  often  compelling  the 
inhabitants  to  escape  to  the  lulls  to  save  their  lives. 

''The  next  place  we -came  to  was  the  city  of  Gh'ao-hien. 
I  was  told  that  after  the  rebellion,  scarcely  a  house  was 
left  standing  in  this  city,  and  the  people  have  been 
recovering  themselves  but  slowly  since.  I  preached  and 
sold  books,  which  were  readily  bought;  but  I  saw  few 
intelligent-looking  men  among  them,  and  should  think 
they  must  have  degenerated  very  much  since  the  days  of 
Confucius,  for  he  thought  them  an  intelligent  people. 
It  was  when  he  was  on  the  way  to  teach  them,  that  he  met 
the  little  boy  Han-t'oh,  who  so  surprised  him  by  his 
pertinent  and  clever  remarks,  as  to  lead  the  sage  to  say, 
'There  are  certainly  men  of  ability  in  that  city,  seeing 
their  children  are  so  wise;  what  need  have  they  of  my 
instructions?'  A  few  li  above  Gh'ao-hien  is  the  Tseao 
lake,  said  to  be  more  than  100  li  long,  and  between  30  and 
40  broad.  The  water  in  it  seems  to  vary  from  7  to  12  feet 
in  depth.  Boatmen  find  it  very  difficult  to  cross,  except 
there  is  a  fair  wind.  The  boats  are  obliged  to  be  kept  at 
a  good  distance  from  the  side  for  fear  of  stones,  and  there 
is  no  place  they  can  stop  at,  until  they  go  about  70  li.  If, 
therefore,  there  is  any  head  wind,  they  are  imable  to  scull 
the  boat  all  that  distance,  and  they  have  no  means  of  pull- 
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ing  it  along,  as  tlie j  do  on  rivers  and  canals,  when  the  wind 
is  contrary.  Moreover,  should  they  be  benighted,  they  are 
liable  to  be  overtaken  by  pirates.  For  these  reasons, 
boatmen,  when  they  have  to  cross  the  Tseao  lake,  are 
all  anxious  for  a  fair  wind.  My  boatman  went  through 
the  usual  prostrations  to  the  dragon,  and  sprinkled  the 
blood  of  a  cock  on  the  iront  of  the  boat,  in  order  to  secure 
a  safe  and  speedy  passage.  Nevertheless,  we  were  obliged 
to  wait  six  days  before  we  got  over.  The  coimtiy  about 
the  lake  looked  bleak  and  bare,  scarcely  a  tree  could  I  see 
on  any  of  the  hills  round  about.  After  crossing  the  lake, 
we  went  by  a  small  river  to  Lii-chau-fu,  anchoring  in  the 
suburbs,  outside  the  last  gate.  We  stayed  three  days  at 
this  place,  telling  the  people  the  way  of  salvation,  and 
selling  Scriptures  and  tracts.  The  first  day  we  commenced 
preaching  in  the  suburbs,  near  our  boat,  and  moved 
gradually  from  place  to  place,  until  we  reached  the  east 
gate.  We  next  got  into  the  city,  and  reaching  a  suitable 
place,  we  stopped  there,  and  continued  all  day  holding 
forth  the  word  of  life.  Great  numbers  of  people  came 
round  us  during  the  day ;  and  as  Chinese  crowds  always 
are,  they  were  very  inquisitive,  and  had  many  remarks  to 
make  about  the  foreigners.  Some  persisted  I  was  a  Ning- 
po  man ;  others  denied  it,  and  said,  '  He  is  a  real  foreign 
deviL ; '  one  man  said,  '  If  I  had  the  authority  I  would  put 
him  out  of  the  city ; '  another,  '  The  gentiy  should  unite 
and  drive  him  out.'  But  there  were  also  many  of  another 
class,  who  said,  '  The  doctrine  was  very  good.'  The  Ghreat 
Day  alone  will  show  how  many  have  profited  by  my  visit. 
The  next  day  I  went  out  again,  and  kept  more  to  the 
centre  of  the  city.  The  demand  for  our  books  was  even 
greater  than  the  day  before ;  and  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  of  the  baser  sort,  who  wanted  occasionally  to  incite 
jthe  others  to  make  a  rush  upon  me,  the  people  treated  me 
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tolerably  well.  In  one  place,  wliile  I  was  preaching  to  a 
crowd,  a  man  earnestly  exhorted  them  not  to  pay  any 
attention  to  me,  nor  buy  any  books;  for,  said  he,  '  they 
are  the  rebels'  books.'  I  still  continued  talking  to  the 
people ;  and  the  number  of  buyers  so  increased,  that  the 
man  shut  his  door,  seeming  much  disappointed  that  his 
counsel  had  been  so  little  heeded.  The  third  day  we  went 
to  the  west  part  of  the  city  with  the  remainder  of  our 
books,  and  soon  disposed  of  them  all.  We  sold  about  600 
portions  of  the  New  Testament,  and  a  few  complete  copies 
of  the  Bible,  with  about  700  tracts,  and  we  would  have 
sold  many  more  if  we  had  had  them. 

''The  wall  of  the  city  of  Lii-chau  is  said  to  be  40  li 
(12  English  miles)  in  circumference ;  but  only  a  third  part 
of  the  space  within  the  walls  is  now  occupied  with  houses, 
the  rest  being  covered  with  the  ruins  of  old  ones. 

J*  The  principal  street  in  the  city  is  one  leading  from  the 
east  to  the  west  gate.  I  saw  no  two-storied  houses,  nor 
buildings  of  any  consequence  in  the  place.  Many  of  the 
houses  are  built  of  mud  and  straw.  There  is  scarcely  any 
commodity  exported  but  rice,  and  the  business  in  the  city 
simply  consists  in  supplying  its  inhabitants  with  the 
necessaries  of  life. 

"  I  should  think  there  are  more  people  in  this  city  than 
in  any  of  the  other  cities  I  have  visited  in  this  province. 
And  how  sad  their  condition,  blinded  by  the  god  of  this 
world,  and  ignorant  of  the  world  to  come  I " 
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"The  time  18  short." 

Thus  Tnrote  the  Apostle  to  the  Oorinthian  Qhurch  eighteen 
hundred  years  ago ;  thus  speaks  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  Word 
to  us  now.  ''  The  Time  is  Shoet."  And  the  same  Spirit 
who  reminds  us  of  the  fact  deduces  from  it  some  important 
inferences,  ''It  remaineth  that  both  they  that  have  wives 
be  as  though  they  had  none ;  and  they  that  weep,  as  though 
ihey  wept  not;  and  they  that  rejoice,  as  though  they 
rejoiced  not ;  and  they  that  buy,  as  though  they  possessed 
not ;  and  they  that  use  this  worlds  as  not  abusing  it :  for  the 
fashion  of  this  world  passeth  away."  (1  Cor.  vii.  29-31). 

Yes,  the  time  is  short — ^the  end  of  all  things  is  at  hand. 
How  differently  this  thought  affects  us  in  the  varied  phases 
of  Christian  experience !  At  times  so  welcome ;  at  others, 
if  not  imwelcome,  very  feebly  responded  to — scarcely 
heeded.  And  yet  it  should  at  all  times  influence  us,  for  it 
is  true.  May  our  minds  be  filled  with  that  holy  calnmess, 
that  tmruffled  peace  in  Jesus,  which  shall  enable  us  always 
to  respond  to  this  solemn  reminder,  **Even  so,  Father" — 
"Come,  Lord  Jesus,  come  quickly." 

Most  of  us  have  welcomed  the  good  gifto  of  the  Father 
of  Lights  with  joy;  and  have,  perhaps,  found  that  joy 
enhanced,  rather  than  lessened,  by  this  thought.  The  love 
of  our  loved  ones  was  more  tenderly  responded  to,  our 
pleasure  in  His  gifts  was  tempered  with  a  yet  sweeter 
soberness,  as  we  remembered  that  the  fashion  of  this  world 
passeth  away.  Many  of  us,  too,  have  grateftdly  thanked 
God  for  this  word,  when  He  took  back  His  previous  loans 
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— ^in  love,  as  we  well  knew,  not  less  deep,  not  less  tender ; 
for  we  felt  in  our  souls'  deep  recesses  that  we  had  in  His 
love  a  resource,  a  stay  for  the  ''  little  whUe ; "  that  there 
was  (me  spring  never  dry,  one  fountain  never  closed,  one 
bosom  ever  ready  to  welcome  the  weary,  one  hand  ever 
ready  to  strengthen  and  stay  the  fainting.  We  found  that 
when  flesh  and  heart  failed,  He  was  ''the  strength  of  our 
hearts;"  and  we  know  that  He  is,  and  will  be,  ''our 
Portion  for  ever."  But,  alas !  how  many  there  are  who 
have  not  this  hope.  How  many  there  are  who  cannot 
welcome  this  truth  that  "the  time  is  short."  Let  us 
remember  that  if  to  us  the  time  is  short  for  sorrow,  if  the 
time  is  short  for  earthly  joy,  it  is  also  short  for  work ;  and 
whether  our  work  be  at  home  or  abroad,  the  shadows  are 
lengthening,  and  the  night  is  fast  coming  when  no  man  can 
work.  Our  time  of  trial  and  sorrow  may  be  short ;  not  so 
theirs,  who  are  without  hope,  without  God,  in  the  world. 
Alas!  for  the  fearful  and  the  unbelieving  at  home ;  alas!  for 
the  "  idolaters  and  all  liars"  abroad.  There  is  no  wiping 
away  of  tears  for  them ;  no  cessation  of  sorrow,  of  crying, 
of  pain  for  them;  for  their  portion  is  "in  the  lake  that 
bumeth  with  fire  and  brimstone,  which  is  the  second  death." 

Haste — Haste  to  the  Eesctte  ! 
Forget  not  the  last  wish  of  your  crucified  and  risen 
Saviour  ere  He  ascended.  Forget  not  the  unconverted 
around  you.  And  forget  not  the  million  a  month  in  China 
who  are  perishin^y  as  well  as  dyin^,  without  God.  Oh !  that 
those  who  could  go,  would  go  quickly ;  and  that  those  who 
cannot  go,  would  pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  thrust 
forth  labourers  into  His  own  harvest.  Men  to  go  and 
CMiy  the  name  of  Jesus  to  the  dying,  are  our  great  want — 
willing,  skilful  men — ^men  who  will  count  no  cost  great,  no 
privation  grievous,  if  they  may  but  follow  Jesus,  and  win 
souls  to  Him.     Such  will  find  His  service  happy,  His  yoke 
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easy,  His  burden  light.  Hs  will  caxe  for,  He  will  sustain 
sudi.  We  have  no  fear  tliat  Christian  liberality  will  &di 
to  appreciate  or  to  support  them ; — but  if  it  should,  there 
are  still  the  ravens  and  the  water-brooks  left,  and  a  hand- 
ful of  meal  in  some  barrel,  a  little  oil  in  some  vessel, 
to  last  many  days. 

To  each  one  we  would  say,  ''  Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth 
to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might."  (Ecdes.  ix.  10<) 

6  PyBLAin>  BoAD,  J*  HiTDSON  Tatlob. 

Kbwinqton  Gbben,  K. 


RESUME. 

1B65-1871. 

"  Omr  soul  waiteth  for  the  Lord ;  He  is  our  help  and  our  shield. 
For  our  heart  ^aU  rejoice  in  Him ;  because  we  have  tarusted  in  His 
holy  name."  (Paa.  zzziii.  20,  21.) 

A  considerable  time  having  elapsed  since  any  connected 
account  of  the  progress  of  our  work  was  published,  it 
appears  desirable  to  give  a  rapid  risumS  of  Ood's  dealings 
with  us  from  the  commencement.  Detailed  acooomts  of 
many  of  these  events  having  from  time  to  time  appeared 
in  the  Occasional  Papers,  we  shall  now  as  briefly  as  possible 
review  the  whole,  before  giving  in  detail  a  description  of 
the  work  of  the  past  year,  and  a  view  of  the  present 
position  of  the  mission. 

For  the  sake  of  completeness,  some  events  may  be 
referred  to  which  are  still  fresh  in  the  memories  of  our 
older  friends.  Should  this  be  the  case,  we  trust  they  will 
kindly  bear  with  it,  as  majkj  who  have  more  recently 
become  acquainted  with  the  mission  may  not  be  so  famiHar 
with  its  early  history. 

In  the  pamphlet  entitled  Cfhina :  Its  Spiritual  Heed  and 
Claims,  advertised  on  the  cover  of  this  Oeeasional  FapeTf* 

*  Paper  covers,  6d. ;  doth,  Is.  Kisbet,  Bemer's  Street,  an^ 
Partridge,  9  Paternoster  Bow. 
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we  have  traced  in  detail  how  the  Lord  had  dealt  with  ui? 
during  our  first  residence  in  China,  and  had  led  us  on, 
after  our  return,  step  by  step,  to  seek  first  a  few  missionaries 
for  work  in  the  Cheh-kiang  province,  and  subsequently  to 
plead  for  a  larger  number  of  helpers  for  evangelizing  in 
other  needy  parts  of  the  empire.  These  particulars  w& 
must  not  recapitulate,  though  we  would  fain  do  so ;  for  we 
cannot  look  back  on  the  experiences  there  detailed,  at  th& 
times  of  deep  need,  of  danger,  of  sorrow,  and  of  anxiety, 
through  which  Gh>d  brought  us,  and  compare  that  prelimi- 
nary training  with  our  subsequent  experience,  without 
seeing  a  correspondence  between  the  one  and  the  other  too 
marked  and  too  striking  to  be  mistaken.  And  in  view  of 
both,  we  feel  encouraged  and  strengthened  to  press  forward, 
**  looking  unto  Jesus,"  who  has  hitherto  so  graciously 
guided  and  sustained  xis.  For  the  sake  of  brevity,  we 
niust  here  confine  ourselves  to  the  notice  that  previous  to 
the  departure  of  the  Zammermutr  party  in  May,  1866, 
Mr.  Meadows,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crombie,  now  in  England 
f6r  rest  and  change,  had  sailed  for  China — ^the  former  in 
January,  1862,  the  latter  in  April,  1865.  And  that  Mr. 
^tott  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson,  now  labouring  in 
Wun-chau  and  Shao-hing  respectively,  followed  them  in 
October,  1865. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the  following  paragraphs 
were  penned: — 

''  The  CluneBe  Empire  ifi  the  largest,  and  at  the  same  time,  the  most 
nbglec^ed  Eifipire  in  the  world.  Containing  one-third  of  the  entire 
population  of  the  globe,  aziid  one-half  of  the  heathen  world,  it  has^ 
not  eyen'  one-tenth  of  the  Plrotestant  miflsionaries  who  are  now 
labouring  in  the  mission  field.  Chinese  Tartary  and  Thibet,  exceed- 
ing in  extent  the  entire  Continent  of  Europe,  have  not  one  single 
resident  P^testani  missionary.  Of  the  eighteen  proyinces  of  China 
Firoper,  missionaries  liaye  as  yet  only  been  located  in  seven.    These 

Sven  proyinoes  ayerage  in  population  twenty-nine  millions  each — a 
ipnlation  equal  to  that  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  but  they  haye 
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only  an  average  supply  of  thirteen  male  missionaries  each.    Sapposing 
every  one  of  these  missionaries  able  to  occupy  a  sphere  as  large  as 
the  aggregate  population  of   eight  of  our  English  cities, — ^York, 
Canterbury,  Oxford,  Cambridge,  Durham,  Exeter,  Lincoln,  Ripon, 
— there  will  still  remain  185  millions  of  souls  in  these  seven  prorinoes. 
beyond  their  reach.    British  India,  with  180  millions  of  inhabitants, 
has  about  530  Protestant   missionaries;  here,  are  as  many  souls 
without  one.    In  the  remaining  eleven  provinces  of  China  Proper,  no 
Protestant  mission  has  ever  been  established.    They  average  eighteen 
milUons  of  inhabitants  each ;  they  are  aU  accessible  by  water ;  they 
are  all  open  by  treaty-right.     In  one  of  them  there  is  a  foreign 
settlement,  where  a  British  Consul  and  British  merchants  are  residing ; 
but  no  ambassador  for  Christ  is  there,  making  known  the  Word  of 
reconciliation.    The  thought  of  Chinese  Tartary  and  Thibet  without 
one  single  Protestant  missionary,  and  of  eleven   provinces — each 
averaging  the  population  of  England,  and  containing  an  aggregate 
of  197^  millions  of  souls — ^utterly  without  the  Gospel,  has  led  to 
earnest  prayer  that   God   would  raise   up  twenty-four  European 
evangelists,  and  the  same  number  of  native  helpers,  to  go  into  these 
neglected  territories;    so  that  there  may  be  at  least  two  native 
and  two  foreign  witnesses  for  Christ  in  each  of  the  eleven  provinces 
and  in  Chinese  Tartary. 

*^  A  mission  has  been  existing  for  some  years  in  Nino-po,  carried  on 
in  dependence  upon  God  for  the  supply  of  pecuniary  mcaiis  as  well 
as  spiritual  grace.  The  work  has  been  blessed ;  and  since  the  latter 
end  of  the  year  1867,  upwards  of  100  persons,  of  both  sexes,  have 
been  baptized.  The  Lord  has  answered  prayer  in  raising  up  and 
sending  forth  helpers  from  this  country  to  carry  on  and  extend  the 
work ;  and  native  Christians  have  been  found  to  assist,  whose  labours 
have  been  blessed  to  the  salvation  of  their  countrymen.  It  is  now 
proposed  to  make  this  mission  in  Ning-po  and  its  vicinity  the  basis 
for  operations,  to  be  extended,  by  God's  help,  into  each  of  the 
neglected  provinces  mentioned  above.  And  the  whole  work,  having' 
missions  in  the  interior  as  its  special  object,  will  be  designated  the 
'  China  Inlaitd  Mission.'  It  will  be  unsectarian ;  and  the  missionaries 
connected  with  it  will  labour  without  guaranteed  support  from  man ; 
being  satisfied  with  the  promise  of  Him  who  has  said,  '  Seek  ye  first 
the  kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteousness,  and  all  these  things  shall 
be  added  unto  you.'  " 

We  proposed  making  the  neighbourhood  of  Ning-po,  for 
the  time  being,  our  basis  of  operations,  both  on  account  of 
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the  peculiar  advanti^e  it  has  in  possessing  the  Bomanized 
Colloquial  Scriptures,  and  because  of  the  facilities  which 
existed  for  extending  the  work  from  a  church  already 
formed,  and  from  which  native  helpers  could  be  drawn. 
It  was,  of  course,  easily  foreseen  that  newly-arrived 
missionaries  would  need  to  acquire  the  language,  to  learn 
the  customs  and  modes  of  thought  of  the  people,  to  become 
acclimatised,  &c.,  before  they  could  attempt  work  in  wholly 
unoccupied  provinces.  For  the  purpose  of  effecting  this 
training  we  proposed  to  select  as  our  temporary  head- 
quarters one  of  the  large  cities  easily  approachable  from 
Ning-po.*  The  city  eventually  chosen  was  Hang-chau ; 
and  experience  proved  how  desirable  it  was  that  the  new 
missionaries,  sifter  having  acquired  the  language  to  some 
extent,  should  have  further  training  and  development  by 
labouring  first  in  cities  comparatively  easy  of  access,  and 
at  distances  which  would  allow  of  some  measure  of  mutual 
support,  before  attempting  to  carry  out  our  primary  pur- 
pose. In  contemplating,  therefore,  the  work  which  has 
been  commenced  in  some  of  the  cities  of  Cheh-kiang  and 
Kiang-su,  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  we  had  in  vie'v^  a 
twofold  object — first,  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  among  the 
two  or  three  millions  of  souls  that  are  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  each  departmental  city;  and,  second,  of  training  the 
missionaries  and  native  assistants  for  more  difficult  spheres 
of  service. 

In  the  year  following  Messrs.  Stott  and  Stevenson's 
departure  for  China,  the  Lammermuir  party  sailed.  Prayer 
for  helpers  had  been  answered,  and  not  a  few  had  come 
forward.  God  had  been  besought  for  the  needed  funds  for 
their  outfits  and  passages,  and  with  what  result  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  the  second  Oceamnal  Paper  will  show: — 


*  See  pamphlet  on  "China:  its  Spiritual  Need  and  Claimfl,'*  p.  110. 
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^  From  Oectuional  Paper  No.  1,  it  will  bo  soen  that  the  receipts  for 
1864  vere  £51,  148.;  for  1865,  from  January  to  June,  £221,  128.  6d., 
besides  two  free 'passages;  from  Juno  to  December,  £923,  12s.  8d. 
Hindrances  having'  occurred,  the  rough  manuscript  of  the  Oeeational 
Paper^  No.  1.  was  not  completed  till  February  6th,  1860.    Up  to  this 
time  we  had  reoeived  (from  December  30th)  £170,  83.  3d.    We  felt 
much  encouraged  by  the  receipt  of  so  much  money  in  Uttle  more  than 
a  month,  as  it  was  entirely  made  up  of  donations  unsolicited  by  us — 
save  from  Qod.    But  it  was  also  evident  that  we  must  ask  the  Loixi 
to  do  yet  greater  things  for  us,  or  it  would  be  impossible  for  a  party 
of  from  ten  to  sixteen  to  leave  in  the  middle  of  May.    JDaili/  united 
prayer  teas  therefore  offered  to  God  for  the  funds  needful  for  the  outfits 
and  passages  of  as  many  as  He  would  havo  to  *ro  out  in  May.     Owing 
to  delays  in  the  engraving  of  the  cover  and  the  printing  of  the 
(henfional  Paper ^  it  was  not  ready  for  the  publisher  till  March  12th. 
On  this  day  I  again  examined  my  mission  cash-book,  and  the  com- 
parison of  the  result  of  the  two  similar  periods  of  one  month  and  six 
days  each,  one  before  and  one  after  special  prayer  for  £1,500  to  £2,000, 
vrati  very  striking : — 

Eeceipts  from  Deo.  30th  to  Feb.  Gth       . .         . .         £170    8    3 

„  „     Feb.  6th  to  Mar.  12th,  £l,77i    5  11 

Funds  advised  between  Feb.  6th  and 
Mar.  12th,  (since  received)         ..        200    0    0 

£1,974    0  11 

**  This,  it  will  be  noticed,  was  previous  to  the  circulation  of  the 
Occasional  Paper^  and  consequently  was  not  the  result  of  it.  It  was 
the  response  of  a  faithful  G-od  to  the  unitad  prayers  of  those  whom 
He  had  called  to  serve  Him  in  the  Gospel  of  His  dear  Son.  We  can 
now  compare  with  these  two  periods,  a  third  of  the  same  extent. 
From  March  12th  to  April  18th,  the  receipts  were  £529;  showing  that 
-when  Qod  had  supplied  the  special  need,  the  special  supply  also  ceased. 
Truly  there  ie  a  LIVING  GOD,  and  He  is  the  hearer  and  answerer  of 
prayer. 

He  who  had  been  htearing  and  answering  prayer  in 
England,  had  been  doing  so  in  CSiina  also,  by  helping  our 
missionaries  there  in  another,  but  no  less  manifest  way. 
In  Februaiyy  1866,  Mr.  Crombie,  aided  by  Mr.  Meadows, 
Buocceded  in  taking  a  house  in  Funo-hwa,*  a  district  city 

*  The  map  can  be  drawn  oat. 
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thirty  miles  south  of  Ning-po,  in  wliich,  up  to  that  time, 
no  foreigner  had  ever  resided.  And  during  the  very  week 
in  May  in  which  the  Lammermuir  party  sailed  from  England, 
Mr.  Stevenson,  aided  by  Mr.  Meadows,  rented  a  house  in 
Shao-hing,  a  city  a  hundred  miles  west  of  Ning-po. 

The  26th  of  May,  when  the  Lammermuir  i^arty  sailed 
for  China,  was  an  eventful  day  for  the  infant  mission. 
"We  may  not  here  enlarge  on  the  voyage :  suffice  it  to  say, 
that  having  arrived  in  Shang-hai,  and  proceeded  to  Hang- 
chau,  the  end  of  1866  found  us  somewhat  settled  in  our 
newly-acquired  premises  at  Sing-k*a3-long,  which  have  ever 
since  been  occupied  by  us  in  peace,  and  with  much  blessing. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  at  the  end  of  this  year  the  mission 
possessed  the  four  stations  of  Ning-po,  Fung-hwa,  Shao- 
hing,  and  Hang-chau. 

1867. 

In  the  beginning  of  1867  our  prayer  was  that  of  Jabez, 

'*0h  that  Thou  wouldest  bless  me  indeed,  and  enlarge  my 

coast,  and  that  Thine  hand  might  be  with  me,  and  that 

Thou  wouldest  keep  me  from  evil,  that  it  may  not  grieve 

me"  (1  Chron.  iv.  10).   And  God  granted  us  that  which  we 

requested.    In  January  an  open  door  was  set  before  us  in 

the  city  of  Siao-shan,  ten  miles  to  the  south  of  Hang-chau. 

In  July  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Jackson,  with  the  kind 

help  of  Mr.  Meadows,  succeeded  in  renting  a  house  in  the 

city  of  T'ai-chatt.     This  city,  which  is  about  a  hundred 

mfles  south  of  Fung-hwa,  is  the  capital  of  a  prefecture  or 

department  containing  three  or  more  millions  of   souls, 

among  whom  no  evangelist,  native  or  foreign,  had  before 

resided.    Later  on  in  the  year  Mr.  Duncan   proceeded 

northwaz^^s  as  far  as  Ncuikin,  from  Hang-chau,  (a  journey 

of  ten  or  twelve  days  by  native  conveyance,)  which  he 

reached  in  September,  and  where  he  has  since  resided  and 
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laboured.  And  in  December  Mr.  Stott  went  south  to  WuK- 
CHAT7,  a  city  more  than  a  himdred  miles  further  south  than 
T'ai-chaUy  and  was  prospered  in  estabhshing  himself  there. 
The  prefecture  of  Wun-chau  contains  a  population  border- 
ing very  closely  on  three  millions.  Here  also,  as  in  T'ai- 
chau  and  Nanldn,  no  missionary  or  native  assistant  had 
ever  been  stationed.  During  this  year,  therefore,  the 
number  of  our  stations  was  doubled;  and  while,  at  its 
commencement,  the  distance  between  the  most  remote  of 
the  four  we  then  possessed,  was  four  days'  journey  by 
ordinary  conveyance,  its  termination  found  Mr.  Duncan  at 
Nankin,  about  twenty-four  days'  journey  from  Mr.  Stott 
at  "Wun-chau.  Several  missionaiy  tours  were  taken  during 
the  year;  two  of  which,  while  not  effecting  immediate 
openings  for  permanent  work,  led  to  the  conversion  of  two 
persons,  whose  subsequent  efforts  have  resulted  in  bless- 
ing, and  who  have  been  of  great  value  to  the  mission.  In 
the  same  year,  also,  several  additional  missionaries  joined 
us  in  China.  But  we  had  to  learn  our  loving  Saviour's 
sympathy  and  support  in  other  experiences,  for  ere  the 
year  was  passed.  He  had  removed  Mr.  Sell  and  my 
darling  child,  Grace,  to  His  own  sweet  rest  above. 

1868. 

The  year  1868  was  commenced,  as  previous  ones  had 
been,  with  fasting  and  prayer ;  and  large  desires  were 
felt  by  us  that  during  this  year  6ome  decided  steps  might 
be  taken  towards  the  realization  of  our  cherished  purpose 
of  carrying  the  Gtospel  into  the  whoUy  unoccupied  pro- 
vinces of  Ohina.  Nor  were  these  desires  and  prayers  in 
yain.  Early  in  the  year  Mr.  Crombie  succeeded  in  opening 
the  city  of  Nuto-hai,  forty  miles  south  of  Fung-hwa ;  and 
about  the  same  time  Mr.  Meadows  went  with  Mr.  Gordon 
to  the  city  of  Su-chau  and  rented  a  house  there,  intp 
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which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gordon  soon  after  removed.  Su-chau, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  map,  is  situated  on  the  Grand 
Canal,  about  half-way  between  Hang-chau  and  Ghin-kiang, 
at  which  latter  place  the  Grand  Canal  crosses  the  Yang-tse- 
kiang.  In  June,  I  succeeded  in  renting  a  house  in  Cnnr- 
KiANO  itself,  though  we  did  not  obtain  possession  of  it 
until  after  the  Yang-chau  riot;  and  in  the  following 
month,  after  a  stay  of  some  weeks  in  the  city  of  Yang- 
GHATJ,  we  rented  a  house  there  for  missionary  purposes. 

The  Yang-chau  riot,  occasioned  principally  by  the  un- 
wise conduct  of  the  natives  in  charge  of  the  Boman 
Catholic  orphanage  in  that  city,  will  be  too  familiar  to 
our  readers  to  require  prolonged  notice  here.  We  cannot 
but  remark,  however,  upon  the  unfair  view  which  was 
taken  of  this  matter  at  the  time  in  the  public  papers  at 
home.  We  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  it  once  noticed 
that  the  armed  interposition  which  was  made,  unsolicited 
by  us,  had  mainly  for  its  object,  and  actually  resulted  in, 
the  settlement  of  commercial  difficulties,  the  obtaining 
of  pecuniary  compensation  for  mercantile  losses,  and  the 
restoration  of  waning  British  f?rM%^.  It  is,  perhaps,  also 
due  to  the  members  of  the  mission  to  state,  that  of  the 
indemnity  claimed  on  our  behalf  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, more  than  half  was  for  Chinese  whose  property  had 
suffered  in  the  disturbance ;  and  that  all  that  was  for  the 
missionaries  themselves  was  handed  over  by  them  to  form 
a  fund  for  the  furtherance  of  God's  work  in  Yang-chau. 

During  the  time  between  our  ejection  from  Yang-chau 
in  August  and  our  return  there  in  November,  we  were 
able  to  take  a  pioneering  journey  northward  as  far  as 
Ts'ing-kiang-p'tf,  a  city  on  the  Grand  Canal  just  before  it 
crosses  the  old  bed  of  the  Yellow  Biver,  about  a  himdred 
miles  north  of  Yang-chau.  The  importance  of  these 
places  may  not  be  apparent  to  all  our  readers :  Chin-kiang 
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not  only  completes  the  chain  of  stations  between  Eang- 
chau  and  Nankin,  but  is  a  place  of  concourse  for  natives 
of  most  of  the  provinces  of  China :  Yang-chau  and  Ts'ing- 
kiang-p'u,  on  the  northern  portion  of  the  Grand  Canal,  are 
situated  on  the  high  road  from  the  south  to  Pekin  and 
most  of  the  northern  provinces;  these  positions  have, 
therefore,  a  special  importance  to  the  missionary  as  well 
as  to  the  merchant.  It  may  be  interesting  to  some,  to 
remark  that  Marco  Polo  was  once  governor  of  Yang-chau. 

But  before  the  year  terminated  we  were  thankful  to 
believe  that  the  time  had  now  come  for  attempting  to 
work  in  the  province  of  Gan-hwuy.  This  province,  whose 
deep  needs  I  had  so  often  represented  in  England,  and  on 
behalf  of  whose  thirty-nine  millions  of  perishing  heathen 
I  had  sought  the  sympathy  and  prayers  of  God's  people, 
suffered  more  during  the  rebellion  than  any  other  province 
in  China.  "War,  famine,  and  pestilence,  swept  away  thirty 
of  its  thirty-nine  millions,  all  uncared  for,  tmsought,  im- 
taught,  unsaved.  Immigration  to  the  extent  of  ten  or 
twelve  millions  had,  at  the  time  of  which  we  write, 
brought  up  the  population  to  about  that  of  England ;  but 
as  yet  there  was  no  missionary  to  point  them  to  the  Lamb 
of  God.  Mr.  McCarthy  being,  however,  now  able  to  carry 
on  Mr.  Meadows'  work  in  Ning-po,  the  latter,  who  had  had 
six  years'  experience  in  China,  was  set  free  to  proceed  with 
Mr.  Williamson  to  Gan-k*ing,  the  capital  of  the  Gan-hwuy 
province.  They  set  out,  accompanied  by  many  prayers  and 
earnest  desires  for  their  success. 

In  concluding  our  account  of  this  year  it  only  remains 
to  be  noticed  that,  as  in  the  preceding  years,  we  received, 
from,  time  to  time,  fresh  reinforcements  from  England ;  so 
that  the  number  of  our  staff  as  well  as  of  our  stations  was 
augmented  during  the  year. 
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1869. 

The  year  1869  was  perhaps  rather  characterized  by 
internal  growth  and  development,  than  hj  fresh  aggressive 
movements,  though  the  latter  were  not  wholly  wanting. 
The  rapid  survey  we  are  making  precludes  our  going  into 
details;  but  in  the  growth  of  Christian  character  in  the 
converts,  the  increasing  number  and  efficiency  of  the  assis- 
tants, the  progress  of  the  schools,  and  the  greater  extent 
of  evangelistic  effort,  the  work  of  this  year  was  more 
encouraging  than  that  of  any  previous  one.  Messrs. 
Meadows  and  Williamson  arrived  in  Gan-k'ikg,  and  after 
some  months  of  persevering  and  prayerful  effort  succeeded 
in  establishing  themselves  there.  Later  in  the  year  they 
were  ejected  for  a  time  by  the  literati,  but  were  able  to 
return;  and  the  work  has  since  proceeded  without  inter- 
ruption. Mr.  Duncan  effected  the  opening  of  Ts'ing- 
KiANQ-p*u,  to  which  city  Mr.  Beid  removed  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year.  Mr.  Stevenson  was  enabled  to  extend 
his  work  as  far  as  SHma-HiEN,  a  city  seventy-two  miles 
south-east  of  Shao-hing.  South  of  T'ai-chau,  Mr.  Jackson 
opened  up  Hwang -yen  (Wong-ngsen),  a  city,  by  land  only 
twenty  miles,  but  by  water  forty  miles,  distant.  And  Mr. 
Cardwell  removed  to  BIiu-kiang,  in  the  province  of  Kiang- 
si,  with  the  intention  of  evangelizing  the  cities  around  the 
Po-yang  Lake.  Two  additional  missionaries  reached  us 
from  England ;  another,  who  had  sailed  from  England  in 
December,  arriving  early  the  next  year. 

1870. 

We  scarcely  know  how  to  conmience  a  review  of  this 
year.  Up  to  this  period  the  work  had  been  steadily  en- 
larging and  extending.  It  was  now  about  to  pass  through 
a  time  of  trial  and  sifting ;  nor  were  we  to  lose  our  share 
of  the  precious  discipline.     He  had  taught  us  ti)  pray, 
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"Thy  will  be  done."  Some  of  us  pleaded,  as  we  never 
had  done,  that  that  will  might  be  written  on  our  hearts, 
and  manifested  in  our  lives ;  and  that  His  work,  not  ours, 
might  bo  carried  on  and  deepened  among  the  native 
Christians.     And  He  answered  our  requests. 

After  prayerful  waiting  upon  God,  it  was  evident  to  my 
beloved  wife  and  myself  that  the  departure  of  all  our  chil- 
dren for  England,  except  the  youngest,  could  not  longer  be 
delayed.  I  urged  her  to  accompany  them,  for  we  both  saw 
that  my  duty  was  clearly  to  remain  in  China  for  the  time 
being ;  but  she  prayerfully  concluded  that  He  would  have 
her,  too,  stay  for  the  present.  The  outfits  of  four  were 
prepared,  and  the  day  of  our  departure  from  Yang-chau  to 
see  them  off  to  England  was  fixed.  But  a  sudden  exacer- 
bation of  the  chronic  ailment  of  our  beloved  little  Samuel 
took  place ;  and  on  the  4th  of  Eebruaiy  the  tender  Shepherd 
said,  '*  Suffer  this  little  one  to  come  imto  Me,  and  forbid 
him  not."  Our  bleeding  hearts  responded,  "Take  him, 
blessed  Saviour ;  Thou  art  worthy."  We  knew  that  it  was 
not  our  will  that  was  being  done ;  that  He  was  fulfilling 
our  prayer ;  and  we  were  made  satisfied  with  Jesus. 

On  the  23rd  of  the  next  month  we  parted  from  the  three 
children  and  Miss  Blatchley.  I  admired  and  wondered 
at  the  grace  which  so  sustained  and  comforted  the  fondest 
of  mothers.  The  secret  was,  that  Jesus  was  satisfying  the 
deep  thirst  of  heart  and  sotd. 

We  hurried  back  to  Chin-kiang  to  find  Mrs.  Judd,  as  it 
seemed  to  us,  in  a  dying  state.  This  was  in  April. 
Anxious  days  and  weary  nights  of  watching  followed,  our 
hearts  aching  for  the  beloved  brother  whose  bereavement 
seemed  so  near,  and  for  the  dear  child  whom  we  almost  felt 
to  be  already  motherless.  We  asked  our  precious  Saviour 
to  write  on  our  hearts,  on  the  tried  husband's  heart,  on 
the  suffering  wife's  heart.  His  own  "Even  so.  Father:" 
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and  He  did  so.  Tlic*  prayers  of  many  were,  however, 
answered,  and  our  dear  sister  was  raised  up  and  restored 
to  us.  We  had  tho  deep  joy  of  knowing  that  in  this,  too, 
ITis  will  was  done,  not  ours  only. 

In  May,  in  our  usual  annual  letter,  inviting  united 
prayer  on  the  26th  inst.,  the  privilege  of  abiding  in  Clirist, 
and  His  promise  tliat  His  grace  should  be  sufficient.  His 
strength  made  perfect  in  weakness,  were  especially  dwelt 
upon.     And  very  soon  after,  we  were  placed  in  a  position  to 
feel  our  own  weakness,  and  in  which  no  other  strength 
than  His  couid  bo  sufRcient.     We  had  previously  known 
something  of  trial  in  one  station  or  another ;  but  now  in 
all,  simultaneously,  or  nearly  so,  a  wide-spread  excitement 
shook  the  very  foundations  of  native  society.     It  is  impos- 
sible to  describe  the  alarm  and  consternation  of  the  natives 
when  at  first  they  believed  that  native  magicians  were 
bewitching  tlicm ;  nor  their  indignation  and  anger  when 
they  were  told  that  tliese  insidious  foes  were  the  agents  of 
foreigners.     It  is  well  known  how  in  T*ien-tsin  they  rose 
and  barbarously  murdered  the  Bomish  Sisters  of  Charity, 
the  jiriests,  and  even  the  French  Consul.     What,  then, 
restrained  them  in  the  interior,  where  our  brothers  were 
alone,   far    away    from    any  protecting   human   power? 
ne  mighty  hand  of   Gody  in  answer  to  united,  constant 
prayer,  offered  in  the  all-prevailing  name  of  Jesus.    And 
the  same  power  kept  us  satisfied  with  Jesus — ^with  His 
presence.  His  love.  His  providences.    We  knew  that  in 
these  dangers  and  sorrows  and  apparent  interruptions  to 
the  work,  our  will  was  not  being  done ;  and  we  were  the 
more  sure  that  He  was  fulfilling  the  prayer,  '^  Thy  will  be 
done." 

In  the  month  of  June  we  heard,  with  deep  sorrow,  of 
the  bereavement  of  our  beloved  ^-iends  the  Budlands,  at 
Hang-chau,  where  they  had  gone  for  a   short  change. 
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With  hearts  still  bleeding  from  our  own  loss,  we  sympa- 
thized with  them  and  prayed  the  Lord  to  give  them,  too, 
the  rest,  the  peace,  the  joy,  which  we  had  found  in  full 
submission  to,  and  complacency  in,  the  will  of  Gt)d.  A 
brief  note  of  my  dear  wife  to  Mrs.  Budland — one  of  the 
last  ever  written  by  her  to  whom  the  mission  owes  so 
much — ^will  not  only  be  valued  by  the  many  who  knew  and 
loved  her,  but  it  may  also,  perhaps,  bring  comfort  to  some 
tried  heart.  It  was  dated  from  Chin-kiang,  June  15th, 
1870 :—  t 

**  Mt  dbab  Habt, — I  cannot  write  much,  but  I  send  a  line  to  tell 
you  otir  hearts  grieve  and  onr  eyes  weep  for  yon.  May  you  be 
enabled  to  realize  your  precious  Uttle  one  as  safely  nestling  in  Jesu's 
own  arms,  for  that  more  than  anything  else  will  help  to  assuage  the 
bitterness  of  the  painful  separation.  '  Them  which  sleep  in  Jesus  will 
God  bring  with  Him  ;  *  they  will  be  restored  to  us  again ;  they  will 
be  ours  again— ours  for  ever.  And  then  we  shall  be  able  to  understand 
why  they  were  separated  from  us  here.  Then  shall  we  be  able  to  say 
from  the  very  depths  of  our  hearts,  *  Our  Jesus  has  done  all  things 
welL'  Meanwhile  let  us  believe  this.  By  His  grace  we  will  not 
doubt  either  His  love  or  His  wisdom.  Let  us  elin^  to  Him  when  His 
waTes  and  His  billows  go  over  us.  Accept  much  love  and  sympathy 
from  us  both  to  you  both,  and  believe  me,  yours  very  affectionately, 

Mjlbu.  J.  Tatlob.'' 

On  the  night  of  the  5th  of  July  my  precious  wife  had  an 
attack  of  cholera.  Though  excessiyely  prostrated  in  body, 
the  deep  peace  of  soul,  Hie  realization  of  His  own  loTing 
presence,  the  joy  in  His  holy  will  with  which  she  was  Med, 
and  which  I  was  permitted  to  share  with  her,  I  can  find  no 
words  to  describe.  On  the  7th  she  gave  birth  to  a  son. 
**  I  should  like  him  to  be  called  Noel,"  she  said ;  "  for 
though  its  meaning  is  not  p&ace^  it  reminds  me  of  Noah, 
which  has  that  signification."  On  the  20th  this  precious 
little  one  breathed  its  last.  Three  days  later  his  dear 
mamma  also -slept  with  Jesus.  I  scarcely  knew  whether 
she  or  I  was  the  more  blessed — so  real,  so  constant,  so 
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satisfying  was  His  presence,  so  deep  my  delight  in  the 
consciousness  that  His  will  was  being  done;  and  that  that 
will,  which  was  utterly  crushing  me,  was  good,  wa3  wise, 
was  best. 

The  next  two  months  were  months  of  personal  sickness 
and  prostration ;  and  my  loved  youngest  child,  the  only 
one  remaijaing  with  me,  was  brought  very  near  to  the 
grave.  But  G-od,  in  tender  pity,  spared  him.  Mrs.  Qt>ugh 
of  Ning-po  kindly  took  charge  of  the  precious  little  one  for 
me  for  nine  months;  and  to  her  and  Mr.  Grough  I  owe 
many  grateful  thanks  for  their  love  and  sympathy  and 
kindness.  By  the  time  my  dear  child  was  somewhat 
recovered,  the  state  of  Mrs.  Grombie's  health  required  the 
immediate  return  to  England  of  herself  and  Mr.  Crombie. 
The  infant  churches  they  were  leaving  imperatively  called 
for  supervision ;  Mr.  Williamson  had  therefore  to  leave  the 
needy  province  of  Gan-hwuy  to  take  charge  of  that  work, 
for  which  his  previous  knowledge  of  the  Ning-po  dialect 
qualifLed  him.  On  my  return  to  Chin-kiang,  after 
seeing  them  off,  I  found  Mr.  Duncan  very  low  indeed  with 
inflammation  of  the  lungs,  which  for  a  time  threatened  to 
prove  fatal.  Thus,  wave  after  wave  of  trial  rolled  over  us ; 
but  at  the  end  of  the  year  some  of  us  were  constrained  to 
confess  that  we  had  learned  more  of  the  loving-kindness  of 
the  Lord  than  in  any  previous  year  of  our  lives. 

Perhaps,  also,  more  was  done  during  this  year  than  ever 
before  to  teach  the  native  Christians  not  to  lean  upon  the 
arm  of  foreign  protection  and  support,  but  upon  Grod  alone^ 
on  whom,  as  they  had  seen,  the  missionaries  themselves 
had  to  lean  in  the  hour  of  trial  and  danger. 

The  year,  though  one  of  so  much  trial,  was  not  wholly 
without  some  visible  signs  of  progress.  In  its  course,  Mr. 
Stevenson  having  transferred  the  care  of  Siao-shan  to  Mr. 
McCarthy,  was  enabled  to  open  a  station  at  Sh^g-ch'akg* 
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HiEN,  a  city  still  further  from  Shao-hing  than  Shing-hiea. 
Wong  Lee-djiin,  the  pastor  at  Hang-chau,  at  his  own 
expense  opened  a  chapel  at  Lih-dzo,  near  Ning-po.  Mr. 
McCarthy's  colporteurs  and  evangelists  commenced  work 
in  seyeral  new  districts  ;  one  of  them,  Lan-k'i-heen,  being 
136  miles  distant  from  Hang-chau.  Mr.  Williamson 
opened  an  out-station  in  the  district  of  'Ong-zih  ;  and  the 
church  at  '0-z  opened  one  at  DzAO-TS'ENa,  three  miles  to 
the  west  of  them.  Nor  must  we  fail  to  notice  the  various 
evangelistic  tours  made  during  this  time,  especially 
those  of  Mr.  Harvey,  northward  from  Nankin;  of  Mr. 
McCarthy,  to  the  north-east  of  Hang-chau;  of  Mr.  E. 
Fishe,  westward  from  T*ai-chau,  and  of  Mr.  Rudland,  to 
the  south-east  of  the  same  city.  In  all  these  journeys 
much  precious  seed  was  scattered  in  districts  rarely,  if  ever, 
before  traversed.     The  results  eternity  will  show. 

1871. 

Earlyin  this  year  we  had  some  difficulties  and  threatenings 
of  trouble  at  Yang-chau ;  but  by  the  good  providence  of 
God  they  were  all  overruled  in  our  favour,  and  only  brought 
out  the  more  clearly  the  great  progress  we  had  made  since 
1868,  in  gaining  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people 
there.  In  Shao-hing  and  Fung-hwa  more  eligible  premises 
than  those  we  had  hitherto  occupied  were  secured.  In  Wun- 
chau,  a  chapel  was  opened  in  one  of  the  best  positions  in 
the  diy.  And  at  Gan-k'ing,  where  our  lease  of  the  mission 
premises  was  expiring,  we  were  enabled  to  prolong  it  for  a 
time. 

It  being  manifestly  ims£ife  for  Mr.  Meadows  to  spend 
another  summer  in  China,  arrangements  were  made  for  his 
return  to  England  before  the  hot  weather  set  in.  Poor 
Gan-hwuy,  nearly  as  large  as  England,  even  more  popu- 
lous ;  without  one  single  church,  chapel,  or  meeting-house, 
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exceptmg  our  solitary  station  at  the  capital ;  without  one 
Christian  day-school  or  Sunday-schoolj  without  one  book- 
seller's shop  where  copies  of  God's  Word  and  other  Christian 
books  could  be  purchased — ^poor  needy  Gan-hwuy  had  to 
lose  for  the  time  being  its  only  missionary.  Mr.  Duncan, 
of  Nankin,  undertook  to  give  half  or  more  of  his  time  to 
superintend  the  work  of  a  native  helper  resident  in  Ghm- 
k'ing,  and  to  itinerate  in  the  province,  as  far  as  circum- 
stances would  permit.  More  than  this  we  were  imable  to 
do  &om  want  of  men.  ^  Miss  Faulding  also,  tirgently  need- 
ing rest  and  change,  went  to  Shang-hai  to  accompany  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Meadows  to  England.  They  were,  however, 
detained  there  by  the  state  of  Mrs.  Meadows'  health  and 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  a  suitable  passage  on  moderate 
terms,  until,  our  Gan-k'ing  and  Yang-chau  difficulties 
being  arranged,  and  other  causes  of  detention  having 
passed  away,  I  was  able  to  join  them  with  my  dear  child, 
and  to  return  with  them  to  England. 

Prior  to  this,  it  had  become  advisable  for  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Judd  to  remove  from  Yang-chau  to  Chin-kiaug,  where  they 
have  since  re-opened  their  boarding-schools  for  boys.  The 
new  girls'  school-house  being  finished.  Miss  Desgraz  had 
removed  into  it,  and  was  joined  by  Miss  Bowyer.  The 
encouraging  and  discouraging  experiences  they  have  had 
in  their  work  (usual  in  such  cases)  have  been  detailed  in 
the  Oeeasional  Papers. 

This  year  witnessed  more  extensive  and  important 
itineration  and  colportage  than  any  preceding  one.  It 
must  suffice  here  to  draw  attention  to  the  very  important 
and  interesting  journeys  of  Mr.  Cardwell  on  the  Po-yang 
Lake  and  its  vicinity ;  of  Mr.  Harvey  far  beyond  Ts*ing- 
kiang-p'u;  of  Mr.  Duncan,  either  alone  or  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Harvey,  in  Gan-hwuy,  both  north  and  south  of  the  Yang- 
tse-Mang ;  of  Mr,  Beid  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Great  Lake ;  of 
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Mr.  McCarthy's  helpers  from  Hang-chau;  and  of  Mr. 
Jackson  from  Wnn-chau.  Such  journeys  would  have  been 
even  more  numerous,  had  noib  sickness  to  a  very  serious 
extent  preyented  them. 

Perhaps  the  most  cheering  intelligenco  of  the  work  re- 
ceiyed  during  the  year — or  indeed  during  any  previous  one 
— ^is  the  account  of  the  movement  in  the  church  at  Hang- 
chan,  in  the  direction  of  spontaneous  and  self-sustained 
missionary  effort  among  their  own  coimtrymen.  When 
we  remember  how  recently  the  work  at  Hang-chau  was 
commenced,  and  how  poor  the  native  Christians  are  in 
fhis  world's  goods,  we  are  the  more  constrained  to  thank 
Gt)d  and  to  take  courage.  May  we  not  hope  for  much  prayer 
that  this  spirit  of  love  and  zeal  for  souls  in  the  natives 
themselves  may  be  deepened  and  increased  ?  The  further 
accounts  of  this  movement,  given  belo^  under  the  head  of 
'*  Hang-chau,"  will,  we  feel  sure,  be  read  with  deep  inte- 
rest by  all  our  Mends. 

We  cannot,  perhaps,  more  suitably  conclude  this  resume 
than  by  extracting  from  the  Missionary  Magcmne  of  the 
American  Baptist  Union,  for  April,  1870,  a  letter  by  the 
Key.  M.  J.  Ejiowlton,  D.D.,  a  missionary  who  has  laboured 
with  much  success  in  Ning-po  since  the  year  1854.  We 
summarize  his  second  head,  omitting  the  details  of  outlay, 
estimated  in  American  currency.  It  appears  due  to  those 
who  have  sought  sustaining  grace  for  our  friends  labouring 
with  but  little  Christian  communion  in  isolated  posts,  to 
give  them  the  testimony  of  a  disinterested  observer,  that 
they  may  see  that  their  prayers  have  not  been  in  vain. 

"  Aa  {he  '  China  Inland  Mission '  is  beginning  to  make  some  stir  in 
the  Western  as  well  as  in  the  Eastern  world,  and  as  in  my  recent  tour 
I  had  frequent  opportunity  of  intercourse  with  its  missionaries,  and 
observing  their  spirit,  mode  of  labour,  &c.,  I  will  mention  a  few  things 
ihat  were  impressed  upon  my  own  mind  respecting  them .    1 .  They  have 
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an  excellent  spirit, — self-denying',  with  singleness  of  aim ;  devotional, 
with  a  spirit  of  faith,  of  love,  of  humility.  2.  Their  operations  are 
carried  on  with  great  efficiency  and  economy.  3.  They  are  able  and 
willing  to  bring  themselves  into  close  contact  with  the  people,  by 
living  in  their  houses,  using  their  dress,  and  living  for  the  most  part 
on  their  food ;  in  short,  *  becoming  all  things  unto  all  men,  that  they 
may  save  some.'  4.  They  are  widely  scattered^  but  one  or  two  families 
in  a  city.  5.  They  are  having  good  success;  many  are  doing  a 
great  amount  of  preaching  and  praying,  and  souls  are  *  added  to  the 
church/  and  are,  I  trust,  truly  converted.  6.  They  are  not  generally 
educated  men,  but  men  from  the  humble  labouring  classes,  converted 
and  brought  out  by  the  revivals  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland, 
and  showing  zeal  and  aptness  to  preach  and  labour  for  the  salvation 
of  souls.  Hence  they  will  not  be  very  likely  to  fritter  away  foolishly 
their  time  in  reading  dusty  old  Chinese  tomes,  and  in  making  booln 
and  tracts  that  nobody  will  read.    7.  They  are  willing  to  <  rough  it.' 

"  On  the  whole,  I  think  the  mission  will  be  a  success. 

"  My  principal  fear,  from  what  I  saw,  is  that  their  health  will  suffer; 
but  whether  it  will  suffer  more  than  in  the  case  of  the  missionaries 'of 
other  Societies,  remains  to  be  seen. 

*^  I  notice  that  the  English  Baptist  Society  is  beginning  to  be  in- 
fluenced considerably  by  the  example  of  the  *  China  Inland  Mission.' 
Could  not  all  the  old  Societies  learn  some  lessons  from  it  P  Could  they 
not  send  some  men  of  piety,  good  common-sense,  energy,  and  perhaps 
of  some  experience,  who  had  not  been  through  the  usual  college 
course?  ....  Could  not  some  be  sent  out  at  first  unmarried,  to 
labour  three,  four,  or  five  years,  till  they  have  proved  whether  they 
are  good  missionaries,  before  they  are  married  ?  Many  Societies  are 
now  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  adopting  this  plan. 

"The  above  are  principles  of  action  that  any  Society  may  safely,  to 
say  the  least,  adopt.  The  conversion  of  the  world  needs,  yea,  requires, 
more  men,  more  flexibility  of  action,  more  economy,  more  self-denial, 
more  heroism ;  more  faith,  and  less  dependence  on  human  wisdom ; 
more  work,  and  less  talk ;  more  moral  courage,  and  less  time-serving ; 
more  prayer  and  practice,  and  less  theorizing  and  dogmatizing ;  more 
common-sense,  and  less  so-called  '  prudence ; '  more  effectiveness,  and 
less  machinery ;  more  Christ,  and  lees  man ;  more  the  glory  of  God, 
and  less  self ;  more  love,  and  less  pride,  envy,  and  bitterness ;  more 
the  power  of  God*s  Spirit  from  on  high,  and  less  the  might  of  moneyy 
of  intellect,  and  of  human  appliances ;  in  short,  depending  more  upon 
spiritual  means  and  appliances  for  advancing  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
and  less  upon  those  which  are  worldly." 
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SUMMAEY    OF    THE    WOEK 
For  the  Year  ending  March  Ist,  1872. 

It  having  been  customary  in  the  Midsummer  number  of 
the  Occasional  Paper  to  give  an  annual  summary  of  the 
work  of  the  preceding  twelve  months,  we  proceed  now  to 
do  so.  We  shall  not  be  able  to  furnish  all  the  information. 
we  could  desire  concerning  some  of  the  stations,  as  from 
sickness  among  those  in  charge,  or  other  causes,  all  the 
usual  annual  reports  have  not  been  received,  and  the  cor- 
respondence of  some  during  the  year  has  been  less  fre- 
quent and  full  than  it  otherwise  might  have  been. 

TS'ING-KIANG-P*U.— Our  operations  in  this  city  have 
been  continued  during  the  year  with  extreme  difficulty. 
Fromtlie  very  growth  and  extension  of  the  general  work 
of  the  Mission,  and  &om  the  number  of  open  doors  the 
Lord  has  set  before  us,  our  present  staff  of  English 
Missionaries  is  very  inadequate  to  the  need,  and  we  are 
constrained  to  cry  to  God  for  more  helpers.  And,  as  all  the 
stations  north  of  Hang-chau  are  comparatively  new,  there 
are  no  native  Christians  of  long  standing  connected  with 
them,  and  few  who  have  the  grace,  knowledge,  and 
spiritual  gift  to  take  any  very  responsible  part ;  while  the 
distance  of  these  places  from  Ning-po  and  Hang-chau  is  so 
great  that  the  dialects  are  very  different,  and  native 
helpers  from  the  latter  districts  are,  as  a  rule,  but  im- 
perfectly understood.  Owing  to  these  causes,  the  work 
at  Ts^ng-kiang-p'u  has  suffered  considerably.  It  has 
been  but  feebly  carried  on  at  best,  and  for  three  or  four 
weeks  the  services  had  to  be  wholly  suspended.  Before 
Ohii  Sin-sang's  health  broke  down,  rendering  his  return  to 
the  south  necessary,  it  appeared  very  promising,  and  we 
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are  thankful  to  say  that  some  of  those  who  were  brought 

to  Christ  through   his   and  Mr.  Eeid's    efforts  are  still 

holding  on  their  way ;  of  others,  however,  and  they  the 

greater  number,  we  have  either  lost  sight  for  the  time 

being,  or  they  have  manifestly  turned  back  into  the  world. 

In  April  and  the  beginning  of  May,  Mr.  Harvey  visited 

this  place,  and  sold  a  large  number  of  portions  of  Scrip* 

ture  and  Christian  books  in  the    city  and  surrounding 

country.     Mr.  Charles  Pishe  also  visited  it  in  October,  and 

hoped  to  have  done  so  periodically;  but  his  dangerous 

illness,  which  supervened  on  an  apparently  trijBling  sprain 

soon  after  his  return  ^m  this  visit,  has  prevented  his 

going  there  again.    Mr.  B.  White  of  Chin-kiang  kindly 

went  there  for  him  a  short  time  since,  and  found  the  native 

helper,  Liu  Sin-sang,  labouring  devotedly,  but  with  the 

great  disadvantage  of  being  imperfectly  understood.    This 

native  brother,  with  his  Christian  wife,  was  spared  for 

this  station  from  Hang-chau  by  Mr.  McCarthy.     His  name 

may  be  remembered  by  our  Mends,  in  connexion  with  the 

out-station  of  Kong-deo,  where  he  laboured  in  the  Gospel 

for  some  time.    He  has  not  yet  been  at  Ts'ing-kiang-p'u 

a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  become  familiar  with  the 

peculiarities  of  the  local  dialect ;  but  we  look  to  God  to  use 

him  there,  as  He  has  before  used  him  in  other  places. 

TANG-CHAU.— It  is  with  real  regret  that  we  often  find 
ourselves  compelled,  from  prudential  motives,  to  abstain 
from  publishing  detailed  accounts  of  God's  goodness  to  ua 
in  reference  to  various  stations.  But,  as  will  be  readily 
understood,  we  are,  in  the  present  state  of  China,  pre- 
vented from  immediately  printing  accounts  of  many 
interesting  circumstances  connected  with  our  work.  To  do 
BO  at  the  time  would  often  be  to  expose  individuals,  and 
even  the  work  itself,  to  difficulty.     So  far,  however,  as  it 
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coQ  be  done  wisely,  we  gladly  tell  how  Ood  has  helped 
usy  that  others  may  be  able  to  unite  with  us  in  the  grate&l 
song  of  praise  which  His  goodness  calls  forth. 

Early  in  the  year  1871,  the  landlord  of  the  premises  we 
hold  at  Tang-chau — a  high  military  mandarin  named  Li 
— visited  that  city  with  the  intention  of  disposing  of  his 
property  there.  He  had  preyiously,  through  his  agents, 
engaged  to  sell  the  premises  we  occupied  to  a  native  friend 
of  ours.  There  was  at  this  time  in  Yang-chau  a  military 
mandarin  named  Gh'un  Kwoh-jui — ^the  man  who  spurred 
on  the  rioters  at  T'ien-tsin  to  the  barbarous  massacre  of  the 
Sisters  of  Charity  two  years  ago.  This  Oh'un  persuaded 
the  landlord  not  to  dispose  of  the  property  to  our  friend, 
but  rather  join  him  in  getting  up  a  riot  against  us, 
^^ which,"  scud  he,  ''will  immortalize  our  names,  and 
sooner  or  later  secure  for  us  Imperial  favour."  But  the 
Tang^au  people  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it; 
they  saw  that  all  those  who  had  taken  part  against  us 
three  years  before  had  since  been  imfortunate;  and  they 
looked  on  those  misfortunes  as  a  judgment  of  ''heaven," 
or  providence.  It  is  remarkable  how  manifestly  all 
those  who  were  concerned  in  the  creation  of  the  riot  of 
1868  have  since  met  with  trouble.  The  Prefect,  through 
nrhose  remissness  we  suffered,  a  year  later  fell  into  the 
hands  of  banditti,  when  on  his  way  to  Pekin ;  his  own 
life  and  that  of  his  son  were  lost,  all  his  property  pil- 
laged, his  servants  scattered,  smd  his  wives  and  one  or 
two  of  his  children  had  to  beg  their  way  along  the 
latter  part  of  the  journey.  The  District  Magistrate,  at 
a  later  period,  also  fell  into  trouble.  The  whole  family  of 
the  literary  man  Koh,  who  was  one  of  the  chief  inciters  of 
the  people,  has  become  impoverished.  The  man  who 
attempted  to  murder  Mr.  Budland,  and  who  was  the  leader 
of  the  ruffians  that  broke  into  our  house,  has  not  only 
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himself  been  punished  by  the  authorities,  but  his  family 
has,  on  account  of  misdeeds  committed  since  his  impri- 
sonment, (and  with  which  he  was  in  no  way  connected,) 
become  infamous  in  the  eyes  of  the  Chinese.     In  the  face 
of  these  facts,  the  people  were  afraid  to  join  in  any  further 
attempts  against  us;  and  many  who  are  friendly  to  us 
warned  Li  and  Ch'un  that  they  would  lose  their  lucky  (a 
terrible    thought    to  the  Chinese,)  if  they  molested  us. 
Moreover,  the  Governor  of  Chin-kiang,  who  has  more  than 
once  befriended  us,  hearing  of  these  things,  went  over 
himself  to  Yang-chau,  saw  Li  and  Ch'un,  warned  them 
that  he  would  report  them  to  the  Emperor  if  they  caused 
any  disturbance,  and  finally  purchased  the  premises  him- 
self to  prevent,  as  he  told  us,  any  future  diflS.culty.     Thus 
the  LoBD  helped  us.    But  what  of  the  landlord  Li  and  the 
mandarin  Ch'un  ?    Within  a  month  or  two  of  the  settle- 
ment of  these  matters,  they  had  a  quarrel  between  them- 
selves, in  which  the  people  took  part.     The  details  are 
unfit  for  publication ;  but  it  is  worthy  of  notice  how  the 
shameful  treatment  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity  at  T*ien-tfiin, 
and  the  attempt  to  make  trouble  at  Yang-chau,   were 
visited  on  their  own  wives,  one  of  whom  drowned  herself  to 
escape  the  public  outrage  perpetrated  on  the  others.    Since 
that  time,  Li  himself  has  been  beheaded  for  this  disturb- 
ance ;  and  Ch'un  has  been  degraded  from  his  high  rank 
to  that  of  a  colonel  in  the  army,  in  which  he  has  been 
ordered  to  active  service,  being  banished  from  Yang-chau 
for  life.     In  this  again,  the  Yang-chau  people  see  the 
retributive  visitation  of  heaven,  and  are  the  more  con- 
vinced that  we  may  not  be  molested  with  impunity.     Ghod 
can  yet  say  to  a  people,  "  Touch  not  mine  anointed,  and  do 
my  prophets  no  harm  ;  "  and  not  unfrequently  He  does  so. 
The  prospective  return  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meadows   to 
England    and    other    circumstances    rendered  needful  a 
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re-axraDgement  of  all  the  work  in  our  northern  stations. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judd  took  charge  of  the  Chin-kiang  station. 
Miss  Desgraz  having  previously  removed  there ;  and  Mr. 
Charles  Fishe  agreed  to  superintend  the  work  at  Yang- 
chau  and  Ts'ing-kiang-p'u.  We  have  already  referred  to 
hifi  illness,  owing  to  which  we  have  received  no  report 
ftomhim. 

CHIN-KIANG. — Owing  to  the  great  change  made  in 
this  station,  the  removal  of  the  Mission  Press,  and  other 
causes,  the  work  here  has  almost  had  to  be  commenced 
de  novOf  by  Mr.  .and  Mrs.  Judd.  They  reside  within  the 
native  city,  and  have  had  many  opportunities  of  preaching 
the  GK)spel  to  Tartars  and  Chinese,  to  men  and  women. 
Mr.  Judd  has  recommenced  his  boarding-school ;  he  visits 
the  neighbouring  towns  and  villages,  and  preaches  by  the 
side  of  the  Yang-tse-kiang  and  near  the  Grand  Canal,  as 
well  as  in  our  little  chapel  in  the  city.  He  has  also,  as  far 
as  possible,  carried  on  an  English  service  for  the  benefit  of 
our  own  countrymen  resident  there.  In  the  native  work 
he  is  assisted  by  tT  Shih-sen  and  Chang  Sin-sang,  the 
former  usually  preaching  in  the  chapel,  and  the  latter 
accompanying  Mr.  Judd  in  his  itinerations.  In  the  school 
they  have  a  Christian  teacher,  Yii  Sin-sang;  and  Mrs. 
Judd  still  employs  Chu  S'lC-mu,  (one  of  the  Ts'ing-kiang- 
p'u  converts,)  as  Bible-woman,  as  she  formerly  did  in 
Yang-chau. 

It  was  in  August,  1871,  that  Mr.  Judd  removed  to  this 
place,  and  from  that  time  to  March  1st,  1872,  three  con- 
verts were  received  into  church  fellowship.  The  number 
of  natives  now  in  communion  is  nine,  besides  whom  there 
are  two  candidates  for  baptism  and  a  few  inquirers.  In 
the  chapel  there  are  three  services  held  on  the  Lord's-day ; 
and  daily  during  the  week  there  is  a  short  public  service 
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momiiig  and  evening,  and  preaching  of  the  Gospel  in 
the  afternoon.  A  prayer-meeting  is  held  on  Saturday 
eyenings,  in  which  six  of  the  native  members  usually 
engage  in  prayer,  though  only  three  publicly  preach  the 
Gospel.  In  the  boys'  boarding-school  there  are  now  ten 
boys,  five  of  whom  were  in  the  school  at  Yang-chau  and 
followed  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judd  to  Chin-kiang.  The  hours 
of  study  are  from  eight  a.m.  till  twelve,  and  from  two  till 
five  P.M. ;  about  half  the  time  being  given  to  Chinese 
classics  and  writing,  and  half  to  the  Scriptures  and  hymns, 
&c.  The  cost  of  the  school  is  about  £54  annually,  which, 
together  with  the  general  expenses  of  his  work,  has  been 
borne  by  Mr.  Judd,  and  towards  which  a  few  sums  have 
been  sent  to  him.  One  of  the  boys  is  supported  by  his 
own  father.  One  boy,  a  Christian,  has  been  apprenticed 
to  a  shoemaker,  who  allows  him  to  attend  chapel  every 
Lord's-day.  This  shoemaker's  wife  is  a  member  at  Yang- 
chau.  Two  other  boys  in  the  school  are  Christians,  and 
going  on  well ;  and  there  are  hopeful  indications  in  the 
case  of  one  or  two  more. 

In  the  itinerant  work,  a  few  thousand  books  and  tracts 
have  been  distributed  among  natives  of  nearly  every 
province  in  China.  Mr.  Judd  mentions  that  often,  after 
hearing  the  Gospel  preached,  persons  wiU  purchase  copies 
of  each  book  or  tract  he  may  have  with  him,  and  that 
occasionally  some  will  take  a  number  for  sale  or  dis- 
tribution. The  case  of  the  baptism  of  a  man  from  £wei- 
chau,  (really  a  Cochin-chinese,)  who  was  so  wonderfully 
led  on  and  on  more  than  a  thousand  miles  from  home,  and 
then  heard  and  received  the  Gospel,  was  referred  to  on 
page  187  of  our  last  number.  We  would  suggest  special 
prayer  for  this  man:  God  may  qualify  him,  and  then 
send  him  back,  as  He  did  the  healed  demoniac,  to  tell  his 
own  people  how  great  things  the  Lord  has  done  for  him. 
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Outside  the  city,  a  mile  or  so  from  where  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Judd  reside,  is  the  new  echool-house,  in  which  Misses 
Desgraz  and  Bowyer  have  been  labouring  for  the  good, 
especially,  of  the  women  and  girls,  though  they  have  also 
had  a  boys'  day-school.  The  way  in  which  I  was  enabled 
to  build  this  school-house  and  the  premises  connected  with 
it,  may  be  interesting  to  our  friends.  During  the  troublous 
times  of  1870,  while  it  was  undoubtedly  desirable  that  the 
male  missionaries  should  remain  at  their  posts,  it  seemed  ad- 
visable to  remoTethe  female  labourers  from  the  most  exposed 
positions  to  Ghin-kiang.  While  we  were  there,  the  mis* 
fiionary  memorandum  appeared  which  emEinated  from  the 
Pekin  Government,  urging  the  removal  of  female  mission- 
aries from  China  altogether.  This  and  other  reasons  led 
my  dear  wife  and  myself  to  think  that  it  would  be  weU  to 
try  the  effect  of  a  separate  work  for  the  benefit  of  women, 
carried  on  exclusively  by  females.  Ghin-kiang  was  a 
favourable  place  for  making  the  attempt,  it  being  an  open 
port,  and  having  the  advantage  of  the  greater  protection 
afforded  in  the  ports ;  while  the  foreign  population  is  so 
small  and  select  as  to  interfere  very  little  with  the  prospects 
of  the  work.  This  was  one  of  the  last  matters  before  her 
death,  in  which  my  dear  wife  was  interested,  and  about 
which  we  unitedly  sought  the  Lord's  help.  There  was 
no  hope  of  renting  suitable  premises,  as  during  the  rebel- 
lion Ghin-kiang  was  so  destroyed  that  there  are  not  nearly 
the  number  of  houses  that  are  needed  by  the  native 
population.  If  such  premises  were  required,  they  must  be 
built,  and  we  felt  that  as  the  Mission  funds  at  our  com- 
mand were  given  specially  for  Inland  work,  we  were  not 
justified  in  using  them  for  this  purpose.  At  this  juncture 
my  precious  wife  was  removed,  and  I  was  left  alone.  I 
was  no  longer  able  to  unite  with  her  in  prayer,  as  for  the 
last  twelve  and  a  half  years  I  had  done,  and  to  plead 
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the  promise  that  whatsoeyer  two  should  agree  to  ask  on 
earth,  should  be  done  for  them  of  our  Father  who  is  in 
heaven.  I  felt  the  privation  much ;  and  had  to  ask  Him 
who  was  comforting  me  with  His  own  sweet  presence,  who 
often  said  to  me,  ^'My  presence  shall  go  with  thee,  and  /will 
give  thee  rest," — to  be  my  partner  in  prayer  too,  as  well  as 
my  High-priestly  Intercessor.  And  I  felt  that  my  faith 
needed  strengthening,  and  therefore  asked  God  to  give 
ine  funds  to  build  suitable  premises ;  careftilly  avoiding  all 
mention  of  my  desire  either  to  my  home  correspondents,  or, 
for  the  time  being,  to  my  fellow-workers  in  China,  that  the 
response  might  be  the  more  manifestly  His. 

Humanly  speaking,  it  was  very  improbable  that  I 
should  be  thus  supplied  with  funds.  Many  of  my  friends 
were  aware  that  not  only  were  my  private  expenses  when 
in  China,  and  my  passage-money  to  and  from  China, 
independent  of  the  Mission,  but  that  also  for  some 
years  past  my  travelling  expenses  in  that  country  in- 
curred in  the  interests  of  the  Mission  had  been  met  by 
me  out  of  the  monies  received  for  my  own  personal  use, 
just  as  my  travelling  expenses  here  in  England  on  behalf 
of  the  Mission  have  been,  since  I  took  charge  of  the  Home 
Department  of  the  work.  But  while  some  knew  that  my 
services  cost  the  Mission  nothing,  and  that  I  had  been  able 
myself  to  contribute  to  some  extent  to  the  general  work, 
none  knew  of  the  special  need  then  on  my  heart.  And 
having  recently  had  to  send  three  of  my  children  and  Miss 
Blatchley  to  England,  by  mail  steamer,  my  funds  in  hand 
were  not  large.  But  there  are  no  difficulties  to  the  Hearer 
and  Answerer  of  prayer. 

Not  long  had  I  been  asking  God  about  this  matter, 
wh^n  I  received  from  a  relative  of  my  own,  a  minister  of 
the  Gospel  in  England,  a  gift  of  £100,  with  a  request  that 
I  would  take  it  for  my  own  private  use,  and  not  consider  it 
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as  a  contribution  to  the  Mission.  For  more  than  eighteen 
years  I  had  been  engaged  in  missionary  work,  but  never 
before  had  I  received  so  large  a  sum  for  my  own  use, 
though  many  large  donations  had  been  sent  me  for  Mis- 
sion purposes.  Need  it  be  said  that  I  was  greatly  cheered, 
that  I  thanked  Q-od  and  took  courage  ?  I  at  once  began  to 
make  inquiries  about  a  suitable  site.  Before  one  was 
found,  I  had  to  leave  Ghin-kiang,  and  to  commit  the  matter 
to  the  care  of  others.  My  absence  was  prolonged  by 
various  circumstances,  but  in  the  meantime  one  of  the 
most  suitable  sites  possible  was  obtained.  The  necessary 
deeds  were  signed,  sealed,  and  registered, — a  matter 
narrated  in  a  few  words,  but  requiring  weeks  of  anxious 
thought  and  effort  on  the  part  of  my  agent.  On  my  return 
to  Ghin-kiang  I  was  able  to  conmience  levelling  and 
enclosing  the  ground,  and  putting  up  some  of  the  out- 
buildings, with  the  balance  left  from  the  purchase  money. 
By  this  time  I  received  a  letter  trom  England  from  another 
friend,  also  announcing  a  gift  of  £100,  specifying  as  in  the 
first  instance,  that  it  was  for  my  own  private  use.  I 
proceeded  with  the  buildings  without  delay,  assured  that 
God  would  supply  all  that  was  needful.  And  so  indeed 
He  did ;  for  a  number  of  smaller  contributions  came  in,  as 
they  never  had  done  before,  and  only  ceased  when  I  had 
sufficient,  including  what  I  was  able  to  realize  by  the  sale 
of  furniture  and  other  articles  which  I  no  longer  needed, 
to  complete  the  buildings.  Before  I  left  China,  I  had  the 
joy  of  seeing  our  sisters  comfortably  settled  in  the  house, 
and  their  work  among  the  Chinese  women  fairly  com- 
menced. The  last  two  or  three  Occasional  Papers  have 
given  account  of  the  fluctuations  connected  with  this  work, 
now  the  schools  appearing  promising,  cmd  then,  again,  the 
children  all  taken  away,  and  only  work  among  the  adults 
remaining.      But  these  fluctuations  are  common  to  the 
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commencement  of  all  snch  work ;  the  seed  is  being  sown, 
and  in  due  time  the  fruit  will  surely  appear ;  God's  Word 
will  not  return  unto  Him  void,  nor  His  faithfulness  fail. 
Just  at  the  present  time,  another  wave  of  discouragement 
is  flowing  oyer  the  work,  and  we  would  ask  special  prayer 
on  behalf  of  Misses  Desgraz  and  Bowyer,  both  of  whom 
have  had  their  full  share  of  trial,  owing  to  their  haying 
been  pioneers  in  their  seryice  for  the  Lord. 

NANKIN. — ^We  haye  already  mentioned  that  we  haye 

no  report  this  year  from  Nankin,  but  a  brief  extract  from 

a  letter,  from  Mrs.  Duncan,  dated  Feb.  12th,  1872,  will 

be  read  with  interest : — 

'^Yesterday  I  had  qmte  a  number  of  women  here,  bo  that  I  was 
kept  talking  from  noon  till  qnite  late  in  the  afternoon.  Four  old 
women  come  regularly  every  Sunday,  and  often  during  the  week, 
three  of  whom  I  have  good  hope  of  being  sayed :  they  are  all  oyer 
sixty  years  of  age,  one  is  over  seyenty-five,  and  thej  rather  fear  being 
baptized.  The  other  day  I  was  yislting  some  families  near  where 
one  of  the  old  women  lives,  and  a  man  said  to  me,  *•  We  know  what 
you  preaoh ;  T'ao  Lao-t'ai  (the  old  woman)  often  tells  us  about  Jesus 
dying  for  aU  men's  sins ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  believe.'  May  the  Lord 
bless  their  testimony,  and  enable  them  really  to  trust  in  Him  and 
bear  a  good  witness  for  Jesus." 

GAN-E'ING.— We  haye  little  that  we  need  to  add  to  the 
accounts  of  Gan-k'ing  and  the  work  in  the  Gan-hwut 
proyince,  which  haye  already  appeared  in  the  OecMumal 
Papers  during  the  last  year.  Through  God's  goodness  we 
hope  that  all  the  ground  preyiously  gained  has  been  re- 
tained, and  that  some  little  progress  has  been  made.  We 
giye  an  extract  itom  Mr.  Duncan's  letter  to  Mr.  Berger, 
dated  Nanldn,  Maich  13th,  1872  :— 

<*  The  missionary  work  at  Gan-king,  during  the  year,  has  been 
principally  done  by  the  native  assistants,  as  I  have  only  been  able  to 
visit  it  occasionally.  Although  there  has  been  only  one  person 
received  and  baptized  this  year,  we  have  at  present  three  hopeful 
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applicants  for  baptism.  *  Many,  too,  have  heard  the  Grospel  in  tea- 
Khops  and  other  places,  and  numbers  of  books  have  been  sold,  the 
fruit  of  which  has  not  appeared  to  us  yet ;  but  God  can  make  it  bud 
and  bring  forth  fruit  in  His  own  time.  The  indifference  and  apathy 
of  the  Chinese  toward  the  Gospel  is  often  very  discouraging ;  yet  I 
think  that  these  things  ought  to  stir  us  up  to  more  exertion  on  their 
behalf,  seeing  they  are  ruining  their  never-dying  souls,  and  incurring 
the  increased  wrath  of  God.  Hay  the  Lord  fill  us  with  a  true  love 
for  souls  and  an  earnest  desire  for  His  glory. 

**  You  are  aware,  of  course,  that  part  of  my  time  has  been  occupied 
this  year  in  visiting  other  cities.  The  state  of  my  health  has  pre- 
vented me  from  doing  much  preaching  or  arduous  work  of  any  kind. 
Mr.  Harvey  is  leaving  China,  so  we  shall  be  alone  ag^n  in  Nankin. 
I  have  had  Wu  Ch'eng-tsan,  the  assistant  from  Gan-kHng,  living  here 
for  some  time.  He  goes  out  almost  every  day  preaching  and  selling 
books.  The  report  he  g^ves  me  at  night  of  his  labours  during  the 
day  is  sometimes  very  interesting.  Occasionally  he  meets  with  a  few 
Conf ucionists,  who  decry  him  for  believing  a  foreign  doctrine,  and 
forsaking  the  precepts  of  the  sages.  At  other  times  the  Buddhist 
priests  declaim  against  him,  that  he  is  wanting  to  exterminate  their 
sect;  and  he  frequently  meets  with  Mahometans  who  are  pleased 
enough  to  converse  with  him  on  many  points  of  doctrine,  but  refuse 
to  acknowledge  that  Christ  was  more  than  a  mere  man.  A  few  days 
ago  he  was  beaten  by  a  gentleman  for  offering  him  a  tract.  I  think 
that  in  the  present  state  of  the  country,  both  at  Kankin  and  Gan- 
k*ing,  it  almost  requires  a  foreigner  to  be  on  the  spot  to  encourage, 
advise,  and  protect,  as  far  as  possible,  the  native  assistants.*' 

Ein-EIANO. — The  work  liere  may  now  be  said  to  have 
fairly  commenced.  In  the  report  of  last  Midsummer  the 
dedication  of  Mr.  Cardwell's  missionary  boat,  and  bis  £rst 
journey  up  the  Yang-tse-kiang  were  mentioned,  and  sub- 
sequent Occasional  Papers  have  given  accounts  of  bis 
journeys  on  the  Po-yang  Lake.  He  is  now  aided  by  a 
native  helper,  Chun  Ghin-tong,  in  whom  he  has  much 
comfort;   and  ho  is  able  to  report  seven  candidates  for 

*  In  a  subsequent  letter  Mr.  Duncan  mentions  the  baptism  of  two 
of  these  candidates,  a  literary  gentleman  and  his  wife;  so  that  there 
are  now  five  native  communicants  in  Gan-k^g. 
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baptism,  three  at  £au-kiang  itself,  two  at  a  district  city 
called  Q-an-ren,  and  two  at  a  village  named  Wei-fung. 
Six  cities,  nine  towns,  and  twenty  villages  have  been 
visited,  one  of  these  cities  twice,  and  another  thrice. 
During  this  year,  48  Old  and  New  Testaments,  2,914 
Gt)spels,  970  small  books,  and  1,161  tracts,  have  been  sold. 
"Will  not  many  of  our  readers,  bearing  in  mind  the  spiritual 
destitution  of  the  vast  population  of  Kiang-si — more  than 
twenty  millions — at  once  raise  their  hearts  to  God  to  ask 
His  blessing  on  the  seed  sown,  on  the  workers  engaged, 
and  on  all  the  work  done  in  this  province  ?  We  give  an 
extract  from  Mr.  Card  well's  letter  to  Mr.  Aveline,  dated 
Kiu-kiang,  March  8th,  1872:— 

"  I  knew  the  account  of  my  first  jonmey  would  give  you  pleasure, 
fo;  I  felt  your  heart  was  with  mine  in  earnest  desire  to  accom- 
plish it.  I  can  assure  you  that  this  signal  answer  to  prayer  affords 
me  no  small  joy ;  encouraging  me  to  go  forward,  and  inspiring  me  to 
aim  at  greater  things,  as  well  as  increasing  my  faith  in  the  Lord.  I 
feel  that  without  Him  I  can  do  nothing.  Success  in  any  effort  can 
only  be  ensured  by  patient  waiting  upon  Him,  belieTing  His  word, 
and  relying  alone  on  His  aid.  The  more  we  are  cast  upon  the  Lord, 
the  more  we  rise  out  of  ourselves,  for  our  strengthless  condition  is 
made  manifest,  and  we  thus  realize  in  the  midst  of  weakness  and  in 
time  of  danger  that  we  are  strong,  and  that  there  are  more  for  ub 
than  can  be  against  us.  *The  eternal  G-od  is  our  refuge,  and  under- 
neath are  the  everlasting  arms.'  When  some  500  U  (150  English 
miles)  from  here,  surrounded  by  a  mob,  I  thought,  *  How  helpless  I  am. 
in  the  midst  of  so  many ;  they  could  in  an  instant  take  my  life.'  It 
was  but  a  momentary  thought,  for  the  promise,  'Lo !  I  am  with  you,' 
cast  away  my  fear,  giving  me  that  strength  and  courage  which  alone 
can  be  found  in  Him.  It  is  sweet  to  lean  on  Jesus  and  to  be  able  to 
say — 

*  Now  all  I  seek,  ere  love  enfold 

Beyond  the  reach  of  harm, 
Is  just  enough  of  strength  to  hold 

The  everlasting  arm.' 

As  the  child  runs  to  its  parent  and  clasps  his  knees,  may  ours  be  that 
same  childlike  clinging  faith  which  shall  clasp  the  promisee  of  our 
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God  and  Father,  believing  them  to  be  all  yea  and  amen  in.  Christ 
Jesns." 

SU-CHAU. — Eeference  was  made  in  our  last  number 
(page  178)  to  the  serious  illness  of  Mrs.  Cordon,  and  fear 
was  expressed  that  she  might  have  to  attempt  a  journey  to 
England  as  the  only  hope  of  recovery.  Mr.  Judd  wrote 
some  time  ago  to  Mr.  Berger  about  her  illness,  and  we 
quote  from  his  letter,  as  it  gives  an  insight  into  some  of 
the  difficulties  attendant  on  missionary  work : — 

"  Just  after  my  last  letter  to  you,  we  heard  from  dear  Henry 
Cordon  that  he  feared  Mrs.  Cordon  might  not  live  long.  "We  knew 
that  she  had  had  dysentery  for  a  long  time,  and  we  hoped  that  a 
change  here  might,  by  Grod*8  blessing,  do  her  good.  We  had  written 
several  letters,  but  none  had  reached  them.  I  therefore  started  my- 
self with  a  boy  to  fetch  them.  The  canal  between  here  and  Tan- 
yiang — about  twenty  English  miles — ^being  dried  up,  we  had  to  go 
across  the  country,  part  of  the  way  on  a  wheelbarrow,  arriving  at 
night  at  Tan-yiang.  We  took  our  passage  on  a  Chinese  passage-boat 
for  Su-chau.  These  boats  travel  all  night,  not  fearing  the  river 
pirates,  because  there  are  usually  from  twenty  to  thirty  passengers. 
We  sleep  all  in  one  room  in  the  boat,  having  a  space  of  about  five 
feet  by  two  or  two  and  a-half  for  each  person,  so  that  we  are  quite 
close  enough  to  each  other.  The  next  morning  we  ought  to  have 
arrived  at  Chang-chau,  a  distance  of  thirty  miles,  but  we  had  come 
only  about  five  miles,  and  there  we  were,  frozen  fast  in.  As  the  boat 
could  not  move,  we  took  up  our  baggage  and  travelled  on  foot  for 
about  ten  miles;  after  which,  with  some  little  difficulty,  we  got  a  boat 
as  far  as  Chang-chau,  where  we  procured  another  to  Wu-sih.  Chang- 
chau  is  a  very  long  place,  about  five  miles  from  one  end  of  the  suburbs 
to  the  other,  and  has  no  Protestant  missionary.  The  night  we  left 
this  place  was  New  Year's  eve ;  bo  that  when  nearly  all  the  other 
passengers  were  gone  to  sleep,  I  thought  to  join  in  spirit  others  who 
would  be  keeping  a  Watch-night.  I  read  the  103rd  Psalm  and  part 
of  the  104th.  I  sang  and  prayed  and  praised  God  for  all  His  faith- 
fulness during  the  past  year.  And  there,  far  away  from  any  other 
Christian,  alone  with  Jesus,  He  made  my  heart  brimful  of  joy.  I  am 
sure  that  outward  circumstances  have  but  little  to  do  with  our  souls' 
prosperity  and  joy.  I  reached  dear  Cordon's  house,  at  Si-kwa-t*ang, 
at  midnight  of  Ist  January.    I  had  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  a 
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small  boat  from  Su-chau  to  his  house  so  late  at  night,  bat  iras  helped 
of  the  Lord,  and  was  not  a  little  deUghted  to  meet  with  our  brother. 
In  a  few  days  we  took  a  boat  with  two  good  oompartments  and  one 
small  one,  in  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cordon,  with  their  two  little  ones  and 
servant,  and  myself,  set  off  for  Chin-kiang.  The  weather  was  at  first 
very  fine,  but  about  the  second  day  we  had  much  snow  and  wet. 
When  we  arrived  at  a  place  called  tJih-ho,  we  found  the  canal  stopped 
up  with  boats  for  about  two  miles,  as  the  water  was  low.  Our  pro- 
visions were  nearly  exhausted,  and  we  could  get  no  more  there.  We 
had,  therefore,  to  put  Mrs.  Cordon  on  a  wheelbarrow,  with  a  little 
bedding,  &c.,  and  one  child  and  a  woman-servant  in  another  wheel- 
barrow, and  thus  had  them  wheeled  for  about  two  and  a-half  mileck 
We  were  then  able  to  securo  a  sedan-chair,  and  make  a  bed  for  Mrs. 
Cordon  on  the  poles  by  which  it  is  carried.  I  obtained  a  donkey  and 
accompanied  her,  Mr.  Cordon  following  more  slowly  with  the  chil- 
dren and  luggage  for  the  remaining  five  miles  over  hill  and  dale. 
Poor  Mrs.  Coidon  fainted  twice  on  the  way,  but  we  reached  Chin- 
kiang  just  in  good  time,  before  the  city  gates  dosed,  to  the  great 
comfort  of  every  one  of  us,  especially  of  our  sick  sister.  They  spent 
a  few  weeks  here  and  have  gone  back,  Mrs.  Cordon  being  very  muoh 
better,  for  which  we  are  truly  thankful.  Dear  Brother  Cordon 
kindly  preached  for  us  several  times  at  the  Consulate  here,  during  my 
absence,  which  was  a  real  help  to  me.** 

For  a  time  Mrs.  Cordon  continTied  so  znuch.  better  that 
they  hoped  the  necessity  for  their  return  to  England  might 
be  obviated.  But  a  recent  relapse  has  shown  it  to  be 
tmavoidable.  Probably  they  are  even  now  on  their  way  to 
us.  Their  work  has  necessarily  been  much  interrupted  by 
Mrs.  Cordon's  illness ;  still,  they  have  not  been  left  with- 
out encouragement.  Mr.  Cordon  wrote  on  April  Sth,  to 
Mr.  Berger  as  follows  : — 

**  I  rejoice  to  tell  you  that  things  just  now  are  looking  very  bright 
and  hopeful.  We  trust  we  have  gathered  round  us  a  number  of  this 
poor  people,  who  in  a  few  years'  time  will  be  ornaments  to  the 
Church  of  Christ.  The  number  baptized  is  small ;  those  who  oome 
under  the  category  of  candidates  are  also  few ;  and  the  outspoken 
inquirers  are  not  many.  Tet  we  believe  that  the  good  seed  has 
taken  root  in  the  hearts  of  many.  There  seems  to  be  a  silent  motion 
in  our  midst ;  hearts  seem  to  be  holding  oommnnion  within  theon* 
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Bdres ;  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Beems  to  be  quietly  worldng.  Men 
«re  askiiig  the  way  to  heaven ;  and  some  are  saying  *  What  mnst  I 
do  to  be  sayed  ? '  And  we  believe  that  in  that  day  when  our  Master 
shall  make  np  His  jewels  we  shall  see  not  a  few  among  His  preoions 
ones,  who  in  this  little  place  *  were  called  by  the  simple  word  of  His 
tmth  from  darlmftSB  to  light,  from  the  worship  of  idols  to  the  serWoe 
of  the  living  God.  Oh,  that  our  hearts  may  be  fixed  on  glorifying 
our  Lord,  and  not  on  pleasing  men ! 

**  We  are  reoeived  kindly  in  the  villages  around  us.  We  hare  good 
sale  for  our  books,  and  the  common  people  hear  us  gladly.'* 

HANG-CHAU  AND  NING-PO.— To  give  a  hn'ef  sketch 
of  the  work  at  Hang-chau  and  Ning-po  is  not  easy ;  and 
as  the  annual  report  has  not  been  received  we  cannot  give 
full  statistics.  The  absence  of  my  dear  wife  from  the 
Hang-chau  schools  necessarily  involves  to  Mr.  McCarthy 
extra  labour  and  responsibility ;  and  this  too  at  a  time  when 
the  growth  of  his  own  work  seems  rather  to  call  for  further 
help  than  additional  duties.  Let  us  ask  God,  and  trust 
Him,  for  the  supply  of  all  our  dear  brother's  needs. 

Nmo-po,  with  the  out-stations  £'ong-p'u  and  Lih-dzo,  is 
at  present  being  worked  by  four  paid  native  evangelists, 
and  by  our  aged  friend  Mrs.  Tsiu,  who  gives  her  time 
and  strength  to  the  Lord's  service.  At  HAKa-CHAU  itself, 
Wong  LsB-djiin  and  his  wife  (who  look  to  the  Lord  for  the 
supply  of  their  need,)  and  Tee  Sin-sang,  are  Mr.  McCarthy's 
helpers ;  not  to  speak  of  the  male  and  female  teachers 
engaged  in  the  boys'  and  girls'  boarding-schools.  Besides 
the  ten  workers  above  mentioned,  Mr.  McCarthy  has  the 
oversight  of  nine  others,  engaged  in  the  out-stations  con* 
nected  with  Hang-chau.  The  work  of  some  of  these  has 
been  itinerant,  but  settled  work  is  on  the  increase,  and  is 
by  far  the  most  effective.   Most  of  this  work  at  the  present 

*  The  village  a  few  li  outside  the  West  gate  of  Sn-chan,  to  which 
Kr.  Gordon  removed,  hoping  it  might  suit  Mm.  Gordon's  health  better 
than  the  city. 
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time  consists  in  sowing ;  for  the  harvest  we  must  be  con- 
tent to  wait.    And  we  can  well  afford  to  do  so.     It  is 
God's  Word  that  is  being  preached  and  sold,  and  we  axe 
assured  by  Him  that  it  shall  not  return  unto  Him  void. 
From  scattered  notices  in  letters,  we  see  that  during  the 
year  eighteen  persons  have  been  baptized ;  whether  thetre 
have  been  more  we  do  not  know.     The  case,  too,  of  one 
man  who  has  been  restored  to  communion,  after  some  ten 
years'  exclusion  from  the  Church  at  Ning-po,  is  very  in- 
teresting.    Mr.  McCarthy  states  that  he  is  a  very  indus- 
trious man,  and  works  at  his  trade  all  the  week,  but  always 
gives  up  his  Sundays  to  God.     Wong  Lse-djiin  says  that 
it  is  a  subject  of   the   greatest  wonder  to  the   people 
at  his  lodgings,  why  a  man  so  industrious  and  earnest 
should  be  satisfied  to  *' waste"  every  seventh  day.     He  is 
now  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  members  in  communion. 
This  case  in  some  respects  resembles  several  others  which  I 
have  known.    Men  come  out  of  the  world,  run  well  for 
a  time,  and  then  seem  to  turn  back  so  entirely  that  the 
question  arises  as  to  whether  they  ever  were  really  con- 
verted.    Months  or  years  after,  they  are  restored;  we 
learn  that  the  Spirit  has  been  striving  with  them  all  the 
time ;  and  finally  they  are  found  among  the  most  reliable 
and  useful  of  the  native  Christians. 

It  was  so  with  the  evangelist  Ah-ts^ih,  now  one  of  our 
most  valuable  helpers.  He  was  lost  sight  of  for  several 
years,  and  w€ts  restored  about  five  years  ago.  There  is  an 
interesting  extract  from  one  of  Mr.  McCarthy's  letters 
respecting  him,  printed  on  page  192  of  our  last  Oceamnal 
Paper.  This  man,  after  having  his  own  heart  filled  at  the 
fountain,  had  been  for  a  year  or  two  engaged  in  evangelistic 
work  in  the  interior,  far  away  from  Hang-chau,  and  his 
whole  soul  was  stirred  with  a  deep  sense  of  his  country- 
men's need,  and  of  the  wide  opening  for  Gospel  labour. 
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A  few  montlis  ago,  when  in  Hang-chan,  lie  called  the 
native  Christians  together ;  and  some  account  of  the  meeting, 
held  in  January,  1872,  will,  we  feel  sure,  interest  our 
friends.  It  was  attended  by  the  native  Christians  in  com- 
munion, and  by  all  the  Christian  boys  and  girls  in  the 
schools.     Mr.  McCarthy  writes : — 

*' Ah-ts'ili  led  the  meeting,  and  conducted  it  very  nicely  indeed. 
He  opened  with  singing  and  prayer,  after  which  he  spoke  of  the 
goodness  of  Grod  in  creation,  and  in  providing  a  Saviour,  and  promis- 
ing Him  just  at  the  Fall ;  of  the  love  of  Jesus  in  dying ;  how,  in  all 
that  He  did.  He  only  manifested  the  Father's  heart  of  love.  Of  the 
new  commandment;  how  that  loving  our  neighbours  as  ourselves, 
did  not  only  mean  caring  for  their  bodies,  but  had  still  more  regard 
to  their  most  precious  part — ^the  soul.  Then  he  went  on  to  speak  of 
their  being  already  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  blessings  of  the  Lord*s 
death,  and  of  the  duty  which  devolved  upon  each  one  in  consequence. 
He  next  explained  his  plan  for  the  formation  of  a  native  missionary 
society ;  namely,  that  each  member  should  give  something  regularly 
ecu^  month  as  he  felt  disposed.  If  they  could  only  give  a  little  at 
first,  they  might  be  able  afterwards,  with  the  Lord's  blessing,  to  g^ve 
more.  The  money  was  to  be  brought  in  between  the  first  and  tenth 
days  of  each  montii ;  and  it  was  decided  that  on  the  seventh  of  next 
month  they  shall  meet  agaia,  see  what  money  has  been  collected, 
and  select  some  man  (or  men)  to  be  their  representative,  supported  by 
them.  This  money,  he  said,  should  not  be  used  for  any  purpose  but 
the  spread  of  the  Gk>spel ;  not  for  the  poor,  &c.  He  was  very  strong 
on  this  point,  fearing,  perhaps,  lest  any  should  think  it  was  a  fund 
from  which  they  could  borrow  money. 

^  I  was  quite  surprised  at  the  able  way  in  which  he  brought  the 
matter  before  th«m.  The  fact  was,  his  heart  was  full  of  it.  He 
then  gave  out  another  hymn,  and  asked  two  to  pray." 

Mr.  McCarthy  said  a  few  words  of  encouragement,  and 
pointed  out  the  power  of  accumtdated  littles ;  that  while  in 
some  cases  individual  efforts  might  be  almost  imperceptible, 
yet  when  these  efforts  were  imited,  they  might,  with  God's 
blessing,  effect  great  things.     He  continues : — 

"Wdng  Lffi-djiin  then  told  them  how  glad  he  was  to  hear  of  their 
effort,  and  that  he  thought  it  would  have  a  good  effect  on  people  out- 
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(ddc.  The  popular  belief  that  they  got  so  much  a  month  for  being 
Christians  would  be  effectually  refuted  if  it  were  known  that  instead 
of  this  they  themselves  gave  out  money  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel. 

«' Ah- tB*ih  then  gave  out  the  hymn,  *  Joyfully,  joyfully/  &c..  and 
two  prayed,  after  which  the  meeting  was  closed  with  the  doxology 
and  blessing. 

<' Afterwards  they  took  dinner  together,  and  I  have  since  heard  that 
they  coUected  over  5,000  cash  (more  than  sufficient  for  one  man's 
support  for  a  month),  and  one  of  those  best  able  to  give  had  yet  to 
bring  in  his  contribution.  It  has  stirred  up  our  people  a  good  deal. 
May  the  interest  be  lasting. 

^  Ah-tsHh  has  shown  me  the  draft  of  a  letter  which  they  intend  to 
send  to  the  other  stations  of  our  mission,  telling  the  native  Christians 
what  they  are  doing,  and  inviting  them  either  to  co-operate,  or  eW 
to  act  in  the  same  way  independently.  They  will  probably  make 
some  mistakes,  and  have  some  ups  and  downs,  but  exx>efimental  know- 
ledge is,  after  all,  the  best  and  most  enduring.*' 

We  may  just  add,  in  conclusion,  that  in  the  boys'  board- 
ing-school there  are  eighteen  scholars,  and  twelre  in  tlie 
girls'  boarding-school. 

SHAO-HING. — ^Mr.  Stevenson  is  not  only  superintending 
the  work  in  the  prefectural  city  Shao-hing,  but  also  that 
in  Shing-hien,  a  district  city  seventy-two  English  miles 
to  the  south-east  of  Shao-hing,  and  that  in  Sin-chang, 
another  district  city,  thirteen  miles  further  to  the  east.  He 
is  assisted  by  four  native  helpers ;  tliree  of  whom  are  su2^- 
ported  by  mission  funds,  hipaseK  providing  for  the  salary 
of  the  fourth.  Mr.  Stevenson  was  entirely  laid  aside  for  the 
last  five  months  of  this  year ;  first  with  ague,  followed  by 
typhoid  fever,  and  then  (before  he  was  fully  convalescent) 
with  small-pox.  Through  all  this  sickness  the  Lord  has 
graciously  brought  him  and  his  dear  wife ;  sustaining  her 
during  the  long  time  of  anxiety  and  trial,  and  raising  him 
up  from  the  gates  of  the  g^ave.  Once  moi*e  their  song  of 
praise  is  imto  Him  whom  they  found  to  be  a  very  present 
help  in  time  of  trouble.     The  work,  too,  lias  made  progress. 
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Ten  p€(rBonB  Iiaye  been  received  into  the  churcli  during  the 
year,  and  one  expelled;  so  that  there  were  twenty-two 
members  in  communion  on  the  Ist  March  1872,  not  in- 
eluding  two  of  the  helpers  who  are  members  of  a  neighbour- 
ing church.  There  are  also  a  few  candidates  for  baptism. 
We  trust  that  the  health  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson  may 
be  sustained  during  the  trying  heat  of  the  present  summer, 
and  that  their  labours  may  be  more  and  more  abundantly 
prospered. 

NING-HAI. — ^The  work  of  this  district  has  been  carried 
<m  by  Mr.  Williamson  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Orombie. 
At  Ning-hai  he  is  assisted  by  the  evangelist  Wong  Sing- 
•ching,  who  is  a  son  of  the  old  farmer ;  by  Yiu-dzing,  a 
<}olporteur ;  and  by  Shih  S-meo,  a  Bible-woman.  At  Fung- 
hwa,  Veen  £yi-seng,  the  assistant  pastor,  is  stationed,'with 
his  wife,  who  acts  as  a  Bible-woman;  and  by  Tsiang  Ping- 
yiang  who  is  an  evangelist.  Last  year  Tsiang  Ping- 
yiang  was  working  at  Wun-chau,  and  before  that,  at 
Siao-shan.  During  this  year  new  premises  have  been 
acquired  at  Fung-hwa;  they  have  been  long  needed. 
Twenty  miles  to  the  west  of  Fung-hwa  are  '0-z  and  Dzao- 
ts'eng,  which  are  worked  by  the  old  farmer,  Wong  Kyiio- 
yiao;  while  'Ong-zih,  half  way  between  Fung-hwa  and 
I7ing-hai,  is  worked  by  the  basket-maker,  Fong  Neng-kwe. 
In  the  whole  circuit  of  stations,  seven  persons  have  been 
received  into  communion.  But  four  communicants  havo 
-died,  and  two  have  had  to  be  suspended.  There  are  now 
forty-six  church  members,  eleven  candidates  for  baptism,  * 
and  nine  inquirers.  The  quarterly  conference  of  the 
labourers  in  this  district  is  both  interesting  and  profitable. 
We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  scriptural  duty  of  supporting, 

*  We  learn  itom  sabaequent  letters  that  aome  of  these  have  been 
reeeiTed. 
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as  far  as  possible,  the  work  of  God  around  them  was  the 
topic  at  one  of  their  reunions.  While  on  this  head,  it  may 
be  well  to  state,  though  perhaps  somewhat  out  of  place  in 
a  report  for  the  past  year,  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orombie  expect 
to  sail  in  September  for  China,  and  to  resume  their  work 
there,  setting  Mr.  Williamson  free  from  his  temporary 
duties.  Should  the  Lord  supply  the  needed  funds  for  th& 
outfit  and  passage  of  additional  labourers^  we  hope  they 
^Till  not  return  alone.  More  labourers  are  our  great  need 
in  the  field;  and  we  trust  that  several  will,  ere  long,  be 
added  to  our  number  there. 

T'AI-CHAU — Our  missionaries  here,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bud- 
land  and  Mr.  an^  Mrs.  Edward  Fishe,  continue  their  work 
with  encouragement.  The  out-station,  Hwang-yen,  is  a 
district  city  twenty  miles  south-east  of  T'ai-chau ;  but  by 
water,  the  usual  mode  of  travelling,  the  distance  is  forty 
English  miles.  A  great  step  towards  future  progress 
has  been  made  at  Hwang-yen  this  year,  for  at  last  suitable 
premises  for  a  chapel  have  been  procured.  Those  we  pre- 
viously occupied  were  in  many  respects  undesirable,  and 
were  merely  held  till  better  could  be  found.  The  new 
chapel  has  been  rented  by  Chu  Sin-sang  at  his  own  ex- 
pense. There  is  another  town,  K*6ng-k6ng,  in  which  we 
have  a  convert  and  several  inquirers;*  but  as  we  have 
no  resident  assistant  there,  we  do  not  enumerate  it  aniong 
the  out-stations.  At  T'ai-chau  itself,  two  wings  have  been 
added  to  the  mission  premises;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fish& 
have  day-schools  for  boys  and  girls  respectively.  There 
are  about  a  dozen  boys  in  the  one,  and  seventeen  girls  in 
the  other.  During  the  year,  two  additional  converts 
have  been  received  into  fellowship ;  but  one  member  haa 


*  Some  of  these  have  been  baptized  since  the  date  of  this  lep 
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had  to  be  Buspended.  There  are  now  nine  nativee  in 
communion,  four  candidates  for  baptism,**  and  one  inquirer. 
We  give  an  extract  from  an  interesting  letter  from  Mr. 
Budland,  throwing  some  light  on  the  present  state  of 
the  work.     It  is  dated,  T*ai-chau,  March  23rd,  1872. 

"  Yoa  will  have  heard  that  Chii  Sin-sang  has  rented  a  house  for  a 
chapel  at  Hwang-yen.    I  spent  a  few  days  there  soon  after  it  was 
opened,  and  was  pleased  with  the  friendliness  of  the  neighbours. 
The  landlord  is  a  silveTsmith,  and  lives  just  opposite ;  and  the  neigh- 
bcuTS  come  in  to  morning  and  evening  prayers.    The  way  in  which 
the  house  was  taken  is  rather  interesting.      It  was  through  the 
influence  of  an  old  woman,  who  has  a  married  daughter  living  in 
T'ai-chau.     She  came  last  summer  to  visit  her  daughter ;  and  hear- 
ing some  of  the  neighbours  say  that  they  had  been  to  see  Mrs. 
Rudland,  thouglit  that  she  would  like  to  come  too.    She  did  come, 
with  some  others,  and  Mrs.  Rudland  showed  them  over  the  house,  and 
made  some  tea.    Chii  Sin-sang  happened  to  meet  this  old  woman 
in    the    streets,    where    he    was    selling    books    and    distributing 
tracts  at  Hwang-yen,  and  she  asked  him  to  g^  in  to  her  house 
and  sit  down.     He  did  so,   she  made  him  some  tea,   and   told 
him  that  she  knew  the  foreigners  in  T'ai-chau,  and  had  been  to  see 
them.    He  then  told  her  that-  he  was  wanting  to  rent  a  house  for  a 
chapel,  and  she  said  she  would  try  to  help  him.    (He  had  already 
been  foiled  twice,  and  was  almost  disheartened.)    He  talked  to  her 
for  some  time ;  and  when  he  left,  she  told  him  to  come  the  next  day, 
and  she  would  assist  him.    In   the   evening  the   old  woman  set 
her  son  to  work ;  and  he  also  having  been  to  our  chapel  in  T*ai-chau, 
was  quite  ready  to  help.    He  went  to  his  friend,  the  silversmith,  and 
asked  him  to  let  a  house  of  his,  which  adjoins  the  old  woman's,  for  a 
chapel,  and  offered  to  be  one  of  the  ^middle  men'  if  he  was  willing. 
The  landlord  said  he  would  see  Ghil  Sin-sang  the  next  day.    He  did 
BO ;  the  bargain  was  made  at  once,  and  possession  was  promised  on  ih.<y 
fifteenth  day  of  the  first  moon.    Ghii  left  Hwang-yen ;  but  on  the  said 
day  he  received  a  note,  telling  him  that  the  house  was  empty,  and' 
waiting  for  him.    A  week  after  I  went  over,  and  was  glad  to  see  all 
the  people  round  so  friendly.    I  spent  nearly  all  one  day  talking  to 
them,  until  I  was  quite  tired.    I  hope  that  a  blessing  will  rest  upon 
that  place ;  it  is  growing  very  fast,  and  people  are  coming  and  goings 


*  Some  of  these  have  been  baptized  since  the  date  of  this  report. 
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from  many  other  places.  Grod  grant  that  some  of  them  may  not 
only  see  the  f  oUy  of  idolatry,  but  may  come  to  Jesus,  and  find  Hun 
precious  to  their  sovils. 

**  I  have  been  over  to  K'5ng-k6ng,  the  tillage  from  which  one  of 
our  last  received  members  comes.  He  has  been  here  now  some 
months  to  increase  his  knowledge  of  Scripture ;  and  last  week's  trip 
with  him  convinced  me  that  his  time  and  mine  have  not  been  given 
in  vain.  He  is  young  and  earnest,  but  not  rash ;  and  I  hope  may- 
become  a  very  useful  man.  I  examined  two  candidates  for  baptism, 
while  there,  and  hope  soon  to  receive  one  of  them,  who  has  been  an 
inquirer  more  than  a  year.  This  inquirer  can  read  the  Chinese 
character  pretty  well,  but  now  wants  to  come  here  said  stay  for  a 
while  to  learn  to  read  the  romanized  colloquial,  in  order  to  get  a 
better  knowledge  of  the  (Gospel.  (The  first-mentioned  young  man 
now  reads  it  well,  and  uses  the  references  easily.)  He  has  proposed 
to  eat  his  own  rice  if  I  will  teach  him.  To  this  I  shall  agree  for  the 
present,  as  it  will  give  me  a  better  opportunity  of  knowing  him 
thoroughly.  The  other  inquirer  whom  I  saw  was  one  of  the  candi- 
dates at  the  last  literary  examination,  but  has  not  much  hope  of 
getting  a  button.  *  He  has  a  little  shop,  and  seems  to  be  doing  a 
good  trade.  He  has  given  up  idolatry  entirely,  and  is  seeking  rest, 
but  is  not  yet  able  to  find  it.  There  are  two  other  candidates,  but 
they  were  from  home  when  I  was  there.  I  hope  to  go  over  again 
shortly  to  see  them. 

"We  went  from  there  to  King-hai,  by  a  way  of  which  I  had  heard, 
though  I  could  not  learn  that  any  one  had  been  that  way  with 
books,  &c.  So  I  determined  to  take  that  route,  a  distance  of  fifty-four 
English  miles  from  K^dng-kdng,  passing  through  Ding-kdng  and 
Hae-yin,  two  good-sized  towns.  We  stayed  about  an  hour  at  each 
place,  selling  books,  distributing  tracts,  and  preaching.  At  the  two 
places  we  sold  118  books,  and  gave  away  200  large  sheet  tracts. 
Yih-djUn  has  gone  back  that  way,  and  will  stay  a  day  or  two  at  these 
places,  and  go  through  them  with  more  books  and  tracts ;  and  then 
go  on  to  his  home  to  instruct  those  who  wish  it  for  a  week ;  after 
which  he  will  return  here  again,  and  perhaps  go  to  Hwang-yen  for 
a  time. 

"  Hffi-yin  is  a  large  place  where  the  salt  is  made  which  supplies  all 
this  part  of  the  province.     I  counted  sixty-four  sea-going  junks  there 


*  Successful  competitors  wear  a  button  on  their  hat  as  a  distinctive 
mark. 
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of  moderate  size,  besides  smaller  craft ;  so  that  there  must  be  a  good 
trade  of  some  sort  carried  on. 

^  One  of  the  four  mountain  passes  which  we  crossed  was  much  higher 
than  the  highest  on  the  Ning-po  road,  and  much  more  romantic.  It 
is  dose  by  the  arm  of  the  sea  where  the  salt  is  made,  and  has  a  splen- 
did waterfall  from  800  to  600  feet  in  height,  as  far  as  I  could  judge. 
It  is  nearly  perpendicular,  and  has  a  short  break  about  the  middle, 
which  adds  to  its  beauty,  as  the  water  seems  lost  among  the  rocks  for 
a  little,  and  then  appears  again,  to  fall  and  dash  itself  into  foam  on 
the  rook  below.  This  is  the  first  view  of  it ;  but  I  think  the  best  is  a 
broadside  one,  which  you  get  about  the  middle  of  the  fall.  When 
you  reach  the  summit  of  the  hill,  you  haye  a  full  ^iew  of  the  sea." 

WUN-GHAU. — ^At  this  station  the  work  is  carried  on  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stott  and  Mr.  Jackson.  Mr.  Stott's  boys' 
school  has  sixteen  boarders ;  twelve  supported  by  mission 
fandsy  four  by  Mr.  Stott  himself.  The  cost  this  year  has 
been  430  dollars — about  £6  per  pupil.  In  the  chapel, 
whidb.  is  at  some  distance  from  the  school-house,  Mr. 
Jackson  continues  to  have  good  congregations.  He  is 
assisted  by  Yiang  Sin-sang,  whose  progress  is  a  cause  for 
much  thanksgiving.  During  the  year,  eight  converts 
have  been  received  into  church-fellowship ;  one  has  been 
suspended,  and  one  removed  by  death.  There  were,  on 
March.  1st,  1872,  ten  native  members  in  communion,  one 
candidate  for  baptism,  and  three  inquirers.  Mr.  Stott 
writes  that  the  book-shop  continues  to  be  an  important 
instrument  for  good;  he  says : — 

^'  It  attracts  many ;  people  from  all  parts  of  the  district  come  to  it 
hoping  to  see  the  foreigner ;  and  many  country  people  buy  books,  and 
so  the  good  news  spreads.  I  have  been  for  many  miles  round  tho 
place,  and  cannot  go  to  any  village  without  meeting  some  persons 
who  know  me,  and  ask  when  preaching  day  comes." 
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LATEST  INTELLIGENCE. 


Since  the  above  was  in  type/  our  friends  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
<]lordon,  witli  their  two  children,  have  reached  England. 
They  arrived  on  the  26th  of  July.  We  are  thankful  to  say 
that  Mrs.  Cordon,  who  was  very  much  reduced  when  they 
embarked,  has  already  benefited  from,  the  change.  We 
trust  that  with  rest  and  quiet  she  will  gradually  recover 
from  the  effects  of  her  prolonged  illness.  Mr.  Beid  has 
taken  charge. of  the  work  at  Su-chau.  Mr.  Duncan  oon- 
tinues  very  weak;  Miss  Bowyer  has  been  seriously  indis- 
posed ;  Mrs.  Judd  and  her  little  Bossell  were  very  poorly ; 
but  Mr.  C.  Fishe  was  steadily  gaining  strength,  '^t. 
Harvey,  at  his  own  expense,  will  soon  return  to  complete 
his  medical  studies.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crombie  hope  to  sail 
in  September,  with  one  or  two  others.  It  is  probable  that 
we  may  ourselves  return  to  China  in  October,  but  we 
cannot  speak  positively. 

As  to  the  work  in  China,  each  mail  brings  us  cheering 
tidings  of  blessing.  Souls  are  being  added  to  the  Lord, 
and  new  doors  are  opening  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel. 
We  hope  to  give  some  account  of  the  native  assistants,  and 
of  the  work  of  conversion,  in  subsequent  Occasional  Papers; 
also,  ere  long,  to  announce  arrangements  for  carrying  on 
the  work  at  home  after  we  return  to  China. 
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6  PTBXilia)  BOAD,  NWSROVON  GSEENf 

LooTsoN,  N.,  JV04;.,  1872. 
Pear  Fbienbs, 

Tou  will  have  seen  from  the  last  Occasional  Foj^r 
ihat  we  have  undertaken  to  act  as  Honorary  Secretaries 
to  the  Mission.  We  are  conscious  of  the  great  responsi- 
bilities attached  to  this  work,  and  the  need  of  much  prayer- 
ful waiting  upon  God  for  daily  guidance  in  all  its  various 
details.  We  have,  however,  the  promise  in  His  Word, 
**  If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  that 
giveth  to'  aU  (men)  liberally,  and  upbraideth  not,  and  it 
ehall  be  given  him." 

We  are  desirous  to  carry  out  Mr.  Taylor'^  views  in 
every  respect,  and  in  no  way  to  change  the  basis  upon 
whidi  the  Mission  has  hitherto  been  conducted.  As  will 
be  seen  &om  the  cover,  a  Council  of  Management  has  been 
appointed  to  superintend  the  work  at  home,  the  members 
of  which  met  Mr.  Taylor  several  times  previous  to  his 
departure,  when  he  fully  explained  to  them  the  plan  of 
operations  hitherto  adopted  at  home  and  abroad. 

Several  Christian  friends  met  at  the  Charing  Cross 
Station,  oa  the  9th  October,  to  bid  farewell  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Taylor,  and  Miss  Turner,  on  their  way  to  Folkestone, 
for  Boulogoie,  Paris,  and  Marseilles,  whence  they  em- 
barked^  in  the  steamship  "Tigre,"  for  China.  He  leaves 
behind  him  his  four  children,  imder  the  care  of  Miss 
Blatchley.  W©  would  affectionately  commend  these  dear 
children  to  the  sympathies  and  prayers  of  the  Lord's 


Many  of  tho  workers  in  China  haying,  of  late,  returned 
to  England  on  account  of  ill  health,  there  is  urgent 
need  for  more  labourers  to  take  their  place  in  that  large 
harvest-field.  Fresh  doors  are  opening,  and  the  natives 
are,  in  some  places,  thirsting  for  the  good  news  of  the 
Gospel.  Are  there  no  others  who  will,  in  simple  depen- 
dence upon  God,  go  forth  and  bear  the  good  news  to  tho 
dying?  Pray  much  for  labourers — for  men  full  of  the* 
Holy  Ghost  and  of  faith,  who  will  give  themselves  to  the 
work  of  the  Lord  in  this  portion  of  His  vineyard. 

We  are  very  thankful  to  be  able  to  announce  that  two 
candidates,  Messrs.  Frederick  Groombridge,  (of  Mr.  C.  H . 
Spurgeon's  College,)  and  John  Donovan,  (of  Mr.  T.  J. 
Bamardo's  Mission,)  will,  if  the  Lord  permit,  be  sent  out 
in  a  few  weeks ;  they  having  approved  themselves  to  those 
who  have  had  the  oversight  of  them,  having  been  engaged 
for  some  time  in  all  the  various  branches  of  the  mission- 
work  in  Clerkenwell.  "But  what  are  they  among  so 
many?"  Let  those  who  tarry  at  home  labour  in  prayer 
earnestly  for  more  labourers,  and  for  the  restoration  to  healtli 
of  those  who  are  now  at  home  invalided. 

It  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  here  that  a  Prayer 
Union  has  been  formed  amongst  many  of  the  Lord's  people 
in  London  and  the  country,  every  Saturday  evening,  from 
8  to  9  o'clock,  to  pray  for  China,  and  for  Mission  work  in 
general.  "We  earnestly  commend  this  prayer  union  to  the 
consideration  of  all  who  are  interested  in  the  Lord's  work 
in  China. 

The  Balaiice  in  hand  at  this  date  is  £319,  17s.  lid. 
We  would  remind  our  friends  that,  imless  otherwise  speci- 
fied, all  donations  are  placed  to  the  General  Fund  of  the 
Mis>iion. — Yours  affectionately  in  the  Lord, 

HicHARD  Habbis  Hill,  |  Eon. 
Hekby  SoLTAr,  ;  ^^" 
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**  My  soul  shall  be  satiafied  as  with  marrow  and  fatness,  and  my 
month  shall  praise  THiee  with  joyful  lips :  when  I  remember  Thee 
iiX>on  my  bed,  and  meditate  on  Thee  in  the  night  watches. 

"*  Because  Thou  hast  been  my  h.elp»  therefore  in  the  shadow  of  Thy 
wings  will  I  rejoice." — ^Psa.  Ixiii.  5-7. 

M.M.  Steamee  «*Tigke," 
October  y  1872. 

To  THE  FeIENDS  of  THE  ChI^'A  InLAND  MISSION, 

Once  more,  (on  my  way  to  China,)  I  take  pen  to  ad- 
<iress  you.  I  tliank  you  for  all  the  lovo  and  sympathy  you 
have  shown  to  me,  and  to  my  dear  wife  ;  for  all  the  interest 
you  have  taken  in  and  the  aid  you  have  rendered  to  the 
work  and  workers  in  China,  and  return  thither  counting 
on  your  remembrance  and  prayers  in  the  future.  It  has 
been  a  matter  of  regret  to  us,  that,  while  yet  in  England, 
we  were  able  to  visit  so  few  places  to  tell  personally  what 
(xod  had  done  for  us ;  but  want  of  health  at  first,  and  the 
many  claims  of  the  home  work  in  our  hands  latterly,  pre- 
vented this.  We  tried  to  do  what  we  could  imder  the 
circumstances,  and  would  gladly  have  done  more  had  it 
been  in  our  power,  for  our  whole  hearts  are  in  the  work. 
We  are  thankful,  however,  as  it  is,  to  have  met  not  a  few 
of  those  who  have  maintained  a  prayerful  interest  in  the 
mission ;  and  we  go  back  refreshed  and  strengthened  in 
soul  and  body  to  our  much  loved,  but  dark  and  needy 
.sphere  of  labour. 

The  announcements  made  on  the  cover  of  this  Oecasiofud 
Fajper  will  show  that  GK)d  has  not  suffered  the  expectations 
to  be  disappointed  which  we  expressed  in  Oeeasional  Paper 
29,  on  taking  up  for  a  time  the  home  department  of  the 
work.  Does  He  ever  permit  the  expectation  which  really 
rests  on  Him  to  be  put  to  shame  ?  Our  feeUng  then  was, 
that,  when  He  would  have  us  return  to  China,  He  would 
open  the  way  for  our  doing  so,  by  raising  up  friends  to 


carry  on  tlie  work  at  home.  Whether  one  or  more,  W9 
knew  not ;  when  and  how  we  knew  not ;  these  questions  we 
committed  to  Him,  asking  Him  to  guide  us  very  plainly^ 
as  little  children  need  to  be  guided.  It  became  increas- 
ingly plain  to  us,  as  time  passed  on,  that  if  this  work  was- 
to  be  done  without  cost  to  the  Mission,  it  would  require 
the  united  efforts  of  seyeral  persons ;  and  in  due  time 
friends  were  found,  both  able  and  willing  to  take  it  up. 
On  the  slip  attached  to  Occasional  Paper  No.  30,  we  were 
able  to  announce  that  Messrs.  Bichard  Harris  Hill  and 
Henry  Soltau  had  agreed  to  act  as  Honorary  Secretaries 
during  our  absence  from  England.  "We  can  now  further 
add  that  the  other  friends  whose  names  appear  on  the 
coyer  as  members  of  the  Council  of  Management  of  the 
home  department,  have  kindly  promised  more  occasional 
help,  and  will  meet  for  prayer,  conference,  and  transac- 
tion of  business  as  often  as  requisite.  Audited  accounts 
from  the  time  I  have  been  in  charge  will  be  found  at  the 
end  of  this  Occasional  Paper;  from  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  balance  in  hand  on  the  6th  inst.,  consisting  of 
£21,  28.  Sd,,  was  handed  oyer  to  the  new  Council.  J 

May  I  ask  your  prayers  for  our  friends,  that  they  may 
find  much  blessing  in  their  seryice,  and  may  eyer  be 
helped  and  guided  by  God  in  the  discharge  of  their  im- 
portant duties. 

There  is  one  part  of  the  home  work  so  momentous  in  its 
bearings  as  to  call  for  special  remark — that  relating  to  the 
selection  and  training  of  candidates.  Suitable  men,  fitted 
for  and  called  to  the  work,  are  the  great  requirement  of  all 
missionary  operations.  There  are  many  others,  but  none 
BO  indispensable  as  this.  "We  are  free  to  accept  suitable 
men,  of  yery  various  talents  and  measures  of  education ; 
had  we  more  such,  our  work  could  be  much  more  widely 
extended ;  and  we  cannot  doubt  that  God  wotdd  sustain 


His  own  servants,  doing  His  work,  at  His  commMid. 
But  l^e  problem,  how  candidates  are  best  to  be  tested  and 
trained,  is  a  very  difficult  one.     The  work  of  a  true  mis- 
sionary  u  work  indeed ;  often  very  monotonous,  apparently 
not  very  Bucceseful,  and  carried  on  through  great  and 
varied    but    unceasing    difficulties ;     and    any    romantic 
feelings  will  very  speedily  be  dissipated.    Unsustained  by 
the  outward  helps  found  at  home,  zeal  is  apt  to  flag ;  dis- 
couraged by  the  difficulties  of  the  language  and  those 
which  spring  from  the  mental  and  educational  peculiari- 
ties of  the  people,  hope  often  becomes  low  j  affected  by  a 
foreign  climate,  health  may  fail;    and  pained,  perhaps 
disgusted,  by  want  of  appreciation  on  the  part  of  those 
around  him,  by  the  motives  imputed  to  him  by  those 
whom  the  missionary  feels  he  is  making  great  sacrifices  to 
serve,  love  itself  is  in  great  danger  of  growing  cold.     If 
under  these  circumstances  the  work  be  continued  from  a 
sense  of  duty,  but  little  result  is,  perhaps,  expected  or 
found.    Where  the  gi-eatest  care  is  taken  in  selection,  can  it 
be  wondered  at,  if  some  are  found  to  fail  ?    And  what  need 
there  is  to  see  that  all  possible  care  is  taken  before  persons 
are  sent  out  to  the  field !     One  thing,  and  one  only,  will 
carr}'  men  through  all,  and  make  and  keep  them  succossftd ; 
the  LOVE  OF  Christ,  constraining  and  sustaining,  is  the 
only  adequate  power.     Not  our  love  to  Christ,  nor,  perhaps 
oven  Christ's  love  to  us  personally;  rather  His  love  to 
poor,  ruined,  sinners  in  us.     Many  waters  will  not  quench 
that  love,  nor  the  floods  drown  it.     That  love  will  seek  the 
wandering  sheep  until  they  are  found  ;  and  if,  when  found, 
they  are  but  wayward  wandering  sheep  still,  will  yet  love 
and  care  for  them.     Oh!  beloved  friends,  pray  that  this 
love  may  be  in  us,  abide  in  us,  dwell  richly  in  us  all,  who 
are  already  in  the  field,  and  in  all  those  who  join  us. 
But  this.love  will  not  be  put  into  any  one  by  a  journey  to 


Chiua ;  if  it  be  not  tliore  before,  a  eliauge  from  a  more  to 
a  less  favourable  sphere  of  labour  is  not  likely  to  produco 
or  [develop  it.  Our  ainij  therefore,  must  be  to  ascertain, 
as  far  as  possible,  whether  it  exists,  and  is  combined  with 
the  needful  grace,  ability,  persererance,  and  tact^  and  is 
operative  here  in  England  in  those  who  desire  to  go  out 
to  China.  It  is  with  feelings  of  thankfulness  and  great 
relief  that  we  are  able  to  announce  that  Mr.  Cborge 
8oltau,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Lamb  and  Flag  Bagged 
Schools  and  Cow  Cross  City  Mission,  Clerkenwell  Green, 
has  kindly  undertaken  to  give  some  preliminary  training, 
in  connexion  with  his  work,  to  candidates  for  China — 
training  of  a  kind  likely  to  £t  them  the  better  for  our  not 
very  dissimilar  work  in  China,  and  to  prove  whether  they 
possess  some  of  the  requisite  qualifications  for  labour 
among  a  people  both  ignorant  and  enveloped  in  thick 
spiritual  darkness.  If  any  of  our  friends  who  have  ©im- 
portunity wiU  visit  that  work,  they  will,  I  feel  sure,  bo 
cordially  welcomed  by  Mr.  Soltau  and  his  co-workers,  and 
will  be  able  to  judge  for  themselves  of  its  suitability  for 
this  purpose,  as  well  as  of  the  value  of  the  work  itself  in 
so  truly  dark  and  needy  a  neighbourhood. 

It  will  have  been  noticed,  that  besides  the  Council,  the 
names  of  some  gentlemen  are  given,  who  have  kindly 
agreed  to  act  as  Beferees.  We  need  scarcely  mention  the 
advantage  it  is  likely  to  be  to  us,  to  have  persons  in  various 
parts  of  the  coimtry,  whose  known  sympathy  will  be  helpful 
to  strangers  to  the  mission,  and  from  whom  such  may  leanx 
its  character  and  hoHdJlde  nature.  Nor  is  this  all  that  we 
may  hope  for.  There  have  been,  in  the  past  history  of  tho 
mission,  matters  which  we  could  not  at  once  or  even  at  all 
publish  at  large.  It  would  have  been  very  valuable  if  we 
cotdd  have  made  them  known  to  a  select  number  of  friend  .<, 
resident  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  both  for  the  purpose 


of  counsel  and  prayer,  and  to  prerent  misunderstanding. 
Their  opinions,  drawn  from  fuller  information  than  that 
possessed  by  the  public,  would  have  been  of  great  use  to  us 
in  China,  and  to  our  friends  generally  in  England.  Should 
such  circumstances  again  recur,  our  Beferees  will  meet  this 
need.  Their  names  will  be  found  on  the  cover.  They 
will  be  frimished  from  time  to  time  with  any  important 
information  by  the  Secretaries;  and  it  is  hoped  that  many 
of  thenr  win  be  able  to  meet  together  with  the  Council 
once  or  twice  a  year,  to  thoroughly  look  into  the  work  of 
the  mission  and  become  fuUy  acquainted  with  the  details  of 
its  management.  Were  these  details  more  widely  known, 
we  are  convinced  much  benefit  would  accrue. 

For  instance,  some  friends  might  wonder  how  so  large 
an  item  as  the  interest  credited  to  the  mission  is  obtained* 
It  is  thus.  When  we  have  funds  to  remit  to  China  we  do 
80  by  cheque  on  our  London  bankers.  That  cheque  cannot 
be  sold  in  China  and  return  to  be  presented  to  our  bankers 
under  three  or  four  months.  The  money,  therefore,  can 
be  safely  put  into  deposit  for  this  jwriod.  But  it  may 
be,  that  when  these  cheques  reach  China  we  may  be  able 
to  hold  them  for  a  time  longer,  and  so  increase  the  interest 
due  on  the  deposit.  When  we  find  they  must  be  disposed 
of,  if  we  write  home  to  that  effect  a  day  or  two  before  the 
mail  leaves,  and  do  not  sell  till  the  day  after  its  departure, 
our  friends  at  home  are  thus  able  to  have  the  amount 
transferred  from  Deposit  aecount  to  the  Current  account  in 
time  to  meet  the  cheque  when  presented.  But  there  is 
another  and  still  more  important  matter  to  be  observed  in 
our  transactions  with  China — exchange.  The  Mezioaa 
dollars,  which  we  use  in  most  of  our  stations,  vary  in  price 
exceedingly ;  so  does  silver  in  ingots,  which  is  used  in  oQier 
of  our  stations.  The  dollar  varies  from  4s.  2d.  or  48.  3d. 
to  4s.  lOd.,  4s.  lid.,  or  more.     Subject  to  great  fluctuations, 


caused  by  political  eventSi  the  markets  are  pretty  steadily 
affected  by  the  seasons :  dollars  being  always  dearer,  for 
instance,  when  they  are  largely  required  for  buying  tea  and 
silk;  and  usually  cheaper  in  the  winter.  We  cannot,  of 
course,  help  at  times  buying  dollars  when  dear,  but  we 
can  save  not  a  little  in  the  course  of  the  year  by  a  know- 
ledge of  the  markets,  by  arranging  certain  outlays,  such  as 
rents,  &c.,  so  as  to  pay  them  at  favourable  times,  and  by 
changing  every  available  penny  when  the  exchange  is 
favourable  to  us.  There  are  many  other  points  connected 
with  the  management  of  the  work  both  at  home  and  in 
China,  the  importance  of  which  needs  only  to  be  known  to 
be  appreciated. 

We  have  pleasure  in  expressing  our  thanks  to  Messrs. 
Theodore  Jones  &  Co.,  Public  Accountants,  1  Finsbury 
Circus,  London,  E.C.,  for  their  kindness  in  consenting  to 
act  as  Honorary  Auditors  to  the  Mission. 

I  feel  sure  that  our  friends  generally  will  join  us  in 
grateful  thanksgiving  to  God  for  the  help  afforded  to  the 
mission,  in  the  above  mentioned  ways,  and  will  seek  in 
prayer  for  His  blessing  on  all  our  fellow-labourers  at  home, 
and  on  those  in  the  high  places  of  the  field.  Our  earnest 
desire  and  prayer  is,  that  God  in  all  things  may  be 
glorified.  He  has  sustained  us  in  the  past ;  He  will  not 
leave  us  in  the  future.  To  Him  we  look,  in  Him  we  hope, 
and  we  know  that  we  shall  not  be  put  to  shame.  We  trust 
that  none  wiU  think,  that,  because  the  form  of  the  home 
work  is  somewhat  changed,  the  character  of  the  work  itself 
is  altered.  Now  that  the  work  has  grown,  more  workers 
are  needed  at  home,  as  abroad.  But  the  principles  of  action 
will  be  the  same.  We  shall  seek  pecuniary  aid  firom  God 
by  prayer,  as  heretofore.  He  will  put  it  into  the  hearts  of 
whom  He  sees  fit  to  use,  to  act  as  His  channels.  When 
there  is  money  in  hand,  it  will  be  remitted  to  China;  when 
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there  is  none,  none  will  be  sent;  and  we  sliall  not  draw  on 
home,  so  there  can  be  no  going  into  debt.  Should  our 
faith  be  tried,  as  it  has  been  before,  He  will  prove  Himself 
faithful,  as  He  ever  has  done ;  nay,  should  our  faith  fail,  His 
faithfulness  will  not;  for  is  it  not  written,  i'lf  we  believe 
not,  He  abideth  faithful?"  In  the  work  itself  our  aim  will 
be,  as  heretofore,  to  encourage  as  much  as  possible  the  gifts 
and  graces  of  the  native  Christians,  and  to  lead  them  on  to 
an  ever  deepening  knowledge  of,  and  love  for,  the  Word  of 
God,  so  that  as  soon  as  possible  they  may  be  able  to  stand 
alone.  We  shall  seek,  by  God's  help,  to  plant  the  standard 
of  the  cross  in  new  and  imoccupied  regions ;  to  get  as  near 
as  possible  to  the  people,  and  to  be  as  accessible  to  them  as 
possible,  that  our  lives  may  commend  the  gospel  to  the 
heathen  whom  we  endeavour  by  word  to  instruct;  and  you 
will  seek  for  us  grace  and  wisdom  from  God,  that  it  may 
really  be  so.  Pray  that  we  may  daily  follow  Him  who 
took  our  nature  that  He  might  raise  us  to  be  partakers  of 
the  Divine  nature.  Ftay  that  this  principle-— of  becoming 
one  with  the  people,  of  willingly  taking  the  lowest  place — 
may  be  deeply  inwrought  in  our  souls,  and  expressed  in 
our  deportment.  With  regard  to  missionaries  wearing  the 
native  costume,  there  will  always  be  differences  of  opinion, 
and  we  do  not,  therefore,  make  its  adoption  a  sins  qud  nofi 
of  membership  with  the  mission.  But  for  work  in  the  in- 
terior we  value  it  much^  seeing  year  by  year  more  reason  to 
value  it;  and  we  are  very  thaiikful  where  it  is  appreciated 
and  adopted.  In  every  case  we  hold  strongly  the  need  of 
cultivating  the  lowly  loving  spirit  which  so  characterized 
the  Apostle  Paul,  who  cheorished  the  converts  as  a  nursing 
mother  cherishes  her  own  children,  with  a  never  wearying 
love;  who  was  willing  to  impart  to  them,  not  the  gospel  of 
God  only,  but  his  own  soul  also,  We  ask  your  prayers 
that  this  spirit  may  be  deeply  implanted  in  all  of  us, 
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and  Bteadily  maintained.  It  is  comparatively  easy  to 
take  a  low  place  when  others  are  ready  to  exalt  yon, 
or  to  appreciate  the  spirit  which  leads  to  it.  But  when 
those  you  feel  to  be  far  beneath  yon — ^in  mind,  in  civili- 
zation, in  almost  everything — ^treat  yon  as  all  but  savages, 
call  you  barbarians,  foreign  devils,  ftc,  and  tiy  to  pro- 
voke you  in  many  ways,  imputing  the  vilest  and  basest  of 
motives  to  your  most  self-denying  and  persevering  efforts 
for  their  good;  and  when,  too,  you  know  that  you  only 
need  to  take  the  upper  hand — ^to  daim  to  be,  and  act  as 
foreigners, — to  make  them  too  much  afraid  to  express  what 
they  may  think  or  feel,  there  is  a  great  temptation  to  do  so. 
None  who  have  not  been  placed  in  these  circumstances 
know  how  much  we  need  your  prayers  and  (Jod's  help  to 
glorify  Him  and  walk  consistently  in  Him.  But  we  must 
now  turn  to  other  matters. 

Many  of  you  will  have  heard  since  the  publication  of 
the  last  OceaBi'onal  Paper,  of  the  arrival  in  England  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judd  and  family,  accompanied,  at  her  own 
expense,  by  Miss  Bowyer,  they  having  been  compelled  to 
leave  their  loved  spheres  of  labour  for  a  time  through  ill 
health.  Mr.  Harvey  has  likewise  returned  to  England  to 
complete  his  medical  studies.  The  expenses  of  his  return 
he  too  has  been  able  to  meet  independently  of  the  Mission ; 
and,  as  will  be  seen  from  his  letter,  while  he  remains  in 
England,  he  wishes  to  reo^ve  no  pecuniary  help  from  the 
misBi<m  funds. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orombie  and  inlknt,  and  Miss  Wilson,  for 
Ninghai,  Miss  Potter,  who  we  hope  will  work  among  the 
females  and  in  the  schools  at  Hang-chau,  together  with 
our  native  brother  LsDn-feng,  sailed  frt>m  London  in  tiie 
"  Menzaleh,"  for  Shanghai,  on  the  Sfli  Sept.  They  may 
be  expected  to  anive  there  about  Oct.  28th.  Miss  Tumer, 
also  for  Hang-chau,  my  dear  wife  and  self  may,  d.v., 
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axriye  there  four  weeks  later.  The  outfits  of  Misses  Potter, 
Wilson,  and  Turner,  have  coet  the  Mission  nothing :  and 
the  passages  of  the  two  former  in  whole,  and  of  the  latter 
in  part,  have  been  met  by  special  contributions,  saving  the 
general  funds  to  this  extent.  As  before  mentioned,  no 
part  of  my  own  or  my  wife's  expenses  or  passage-money  is 
drawn  from  the  mission  funds. 

To  refer  now  to  the  work  in  Ohina.  Mr.  Judd's  work 
in  Chin-kiang  is  being  carried  on  by  the  native  helpers, 
under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Fishe.  But  the  school  is, 
or  will  be,  handed  over  to  Miss  Desgraz,  and  Mr.  Judd 
will  be  relieved  of  the  pecuniary  responsibility  connected 
with  it. 

In  several  of  our  stations,  more  suitable  premises  are 
needed  than  we  at  present  possess ;  and  in  some,  the  leases 
which  we  now  hold  are  expiring.  May  we  ask  special 
prayer  for  GodVhelp  in  these  matters  ? 

A  short  tune  since,  our  accounts  from  T'ai-chau  were 
highly  encouraging.  Now,  the  converts  there  are  in  great 
trial,  and  are  subjected  to  persecution.  We  would  ask 
prayer  for  them  also,  and  for  those  labouring  amongst  them. 

While  we  have  had  sorrow  from  the  sickness  of  some  of 
our  missionaries,  leading  to  their  absence,  and  to  tem- 
porary dif&culties  in  some  localities  where  the  work  has 
suffered  for  lack  of  more  adequate  supervision,  we  are 
thankM  to  state,  that  for  the  last  nine  fortnightly  mails, 
received  before  we  left  England,  not  one  fSedled  to  give  us 
tidings  of  soula  brought  to  GK)d  in  one  or  other  of  our 
stations.  For  this  encouragement  you  will  join  us  in 
thanksgiving. 

We  still  need  your  continued  prayers  for  more  labourers, 
and  have  every  reason  to  hope  that  ere  long  some  may  be 
found.  Had  our  return  been  deferred  for  a  time,  pro- 
bably some  of  those  on  whose  hearts  China  is  laid,  might 
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have  accompanied  us ;  and  we  hope  that  at  no  veiy  distant 

interval  reinforcements  may  follow  us. 

And  now,  for  the  present,  I  must  conclude,  hoping  ere 

long  to  address  jou  from  China  itself,  and  then  to  be  able 

to  dwell  more  particularly  on  the  state  of  the  work  there. 

May  a  constant  realization  of  the  abiding  presence  of  Jesus 

be  yours  and  ours ;  Himself  our  present  sufficiency,  His 

coming  our  daily  hope,  till  we  meet  for  ever  to  see  Him  as 

He  is. 

Tours  in  Him, 

J.  HxTBsoN  Taylob. 

In  the  last  Occasional  Papsr,  No.  30,  we  gave  an 
accoimt  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the -^  China  Inland 
Mission.  That  paper  also  contained  a  list  of  the  labourers, 
native  and  foreign,  and  a  map  of  the  localities  in  which 
they  are  working. 

The  names  of  our  European  Missionaries  will  be  known 
to  most  of  our  readers,  and  their  letters  in  past  Occasional 
Papers  will  have  made  them  and  their  work  familiar  to 
many.  But  with  the  native  workers  it  is  otherwise  :  the 
history  of  their  conversions— the  account  of  their  difficul- 
ties and  trials — ^their  preparation  for,  and  devotedness  in 
their  present  work — the  success  with  which  their  efforts 
have  been  crowned,  and  the  way  in  which,  through  the 
joint  labours  of  the  native  and  foreign  agents,  little  com- 
panies of  Christians  have  been  gathered  from  among  their 
heathen  countrymen  to  serve  the  living  and  true  God ;  all 
these  facts  interesting  as  they  are,  have  as  yet  obtained  no 
connected  record.  "We  believe  that  such  a  record  wotild 
be  both  interesting  and  profitable,  ajid  therefore  propose, 
D.V.,  to  supply  the  deficiency  as  far  as  circumstances  will 
permit,  in  the  present  and  subsequent  numbers  of  the 
Occaaional'  Papers, 


In  order  to  do  so,  it  will  be  necessaiy  in  tiie  first  place 
to  go  back,  and  briefly  refer  to  the  work  antecedent  to  the 
formation  of  the  China  Inland  Mission,  as  many  of  those 
who  are  our  oldest  and  most  valued  native  helpers  are  the 
fruits  of  those  previous  eflPorts.  We  are  now  in  this  way 
benefiting  by  the  labours  of  some  who  have  long  since 
entered  into  their  rest ;  for  one  soweth  and  another  reapeth. 
The  glad  day  is  not  far  distant  when  sowers  and  reapers 
^hnll  rejoice  together. 

Some  of  our  present  supporters,  looking  back  twentj' 
years  or  more,  can  remember  the  stirring  appeals  made  by 
the  late  Dr.  Gutzlaff  on  behalf  of  the  evangelization  of 
tl:o  interior  of  China,  and  the  regret  felt  when  sub- 
sequently his  Chinese  Union  proved  to  be  a  failure. 
They  will  remember  also  the  formation  of  the  Chinese 
Evangelization  Society,  in  connexion  with  which  many  of 
them  laboured  and  prayed  as  well  as  contributed  of  their 
substance ;  and  then  their  disappointment  when  it  was 
found  that  the  time  had  not  come  for  resident  inissionaiy 
work  in  the  interior  of  China,  and  when,  after  a  time, 
that  Society  ceased  to  exist. 

Before  this  sketch  is  ended,  however,  they  will  see  that 
their  prayers,  their  eflPorts,  their  self-denial,  were  not  in 
vain,  and  that  the  fruits  of  those  efforts  have  rendered 
l}ossible  our  present  work.  God's  Word  has  not  returned 
unto  Him  void,  but  has  accomplished  that  which  He 
pleased,  and  has  prospered  in  the  thing  whereto  He  sent 
it.  The  Chinese  Evangelization  Society  is  no  more ;  many 
of  the  honoured  names  that  were  on  its  committee  are  no 
longer  with  us;  many  of  the  liberal  donors  to  its  funds 
have  entered  into  their  rest ;  and  some  of  the  labourers  in 
the  mission  field  have  also  gone  to  their  reward :  but  the 
work  of  God  in  which  they  were  engaged  still  lives  and 
grows  and  prospers,  and  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail 
against  it. 
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More  than  ninetoen  years  have  elapsed  since  the  writer  of 
these  pages  embarked  for  China — the  first  of  the  English 
missionaries  sent  out  by  the  Chinese  Evangelization 
Society.  Sometimes  alone,  sometimes  in  company  with 
other  missionaries,  the  first  few  years  were  spent  mainly 
in  itinerant  work,  in  districts  away  from  the  free  ports, 
and  which  np  to  that  time  had  been  wholly  unevangelized. 
Most  precious  and  hallowed  is  the  memory  of  the  happy 
months  of  spiritual  fellowship  enjoyed,  and  of  united 
labour  prosecuted,  with  the  late  Bev.  W.  C.  Bums,  in  the 
piroTdnces  of  Kiang-si,  Cheh-Kiang,  and  Kwang-tong. 
To  the  enduring  effects  of  this  fellowship,  and  of  the  much 
prayerful  conference  held  with  him  during  this  period, 
may  be  traced,  perhaps,  some  of  the  blessing  that  has 
since  rested  on  the  China  Inland  Mission,  with  which  at 
its  formation  he  deeply  sympathized,  and  for  which  he 
never  ceased  to  pray.  The  result,  however,  of  some  years 
of  itinerant  labour  of  this  kind,  during  which  the  writer 
was  engaged  in  the  distribution  of  a  portion  of  the  million 
Testaments  published  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  and  in  preaching  the  gospel  in  jdaces  where  no  per- 
manent residence  was  then  possible,  was  to  convince  him 
of  its  comparative  inutility.  Where  interest  was  excited 
it  could  not  be  sustained ;  inquirers  had  to  be  left  with  no 
one  to  lead  them  on ;  the  written  books  were  of  no  value 
to  the  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  people  who  cannot  road  at 
all  intelligently,  and  of  little  use  to  those  who  were  some- 
what more  educated  but  who  were  bewildered  by  the 
strangeness  of  the  doctrines  contained  in  them.  It  became 
more  and  more  apparent,  that  Grod's  plan  was  not  changed  ; 
that  it  is  still  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching  that  God  will 
save  those  who  believe,  and  not  by  the  mere  distribution 
of  printed  matter ;  and  that  any  who  ought  be  brought  to 
Christ  wotdd  need  the  constant  care  and  teaching  of  older 
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and  more  ezperienoed  Chiistians  for  some  time  to  come. 
The  only  que&ticoL  appeared  to  be,  how  could  this  be 
obtained  ?  As  we  foreigners  could  not  then  reside  in  the 
interior,  it  seemed  desirable  at  first,  to  labour  in  one  of  the 
open  ports  till  a  native  church  was  formed ;  to  spare  no 
pains  in  thoroughly  instructing  the  conyerts  in  the  Word 
of  God ;  to  .pray  that  evangelistic  and  pastoral  gifts  might 
be  developed  among  them ;  and  then  to  encoui*age  them  to 
locate  themselves  in  the  interior,  visiting  them  frequently, 
and  aiding  them  in  their  work  in  every  possible  way. 

With  these  views,  the  late  Mr.  John  Jones  and  myself 
commenced  labour  in  the  city  of  Ning-po,  in  the  year 
1857.  Our  efforts  there  were  owned  of  God,  an&  when  I 
returned  to  England,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1860, 
there  were  more  than  thirty  native  Christians  in  com- 
munion. Mr.  Jones  continued  to  labour  there  till  after 
Mr.  Meadows  reached  China,  and  then  with  Mrs.  Jones 
and  famlLy  he  left  for  England.  But  his  service  on  earth 
was  finished ;  he  fell  asleep  in  Jesus  on  the  voyage,  and 
was  buried  at  St.  Helena.  The  work,  however,  was  still 
carried  on,  though  confined  to  Niug-po  and  its  out-stations 
till  1866,  when  the  operations  of  the  China  Inland  Mission 
were  fairly  commenced;  and  when  both  the  native  con- 
verts and  the  missionaries  were  able  to  reside  in  the 
interior  for  localised  work,  and  to  itinerate  in  larger  dis- 
tricts with  such  definite  plans  as  seemed  most  likely  with 
God's  blessing  to  be  productive  of  good. 

Among  those  first  brought  to  God  in  1857,  was  an 
educated  man  of  the  name  of  Tsiu.*  He  was  the  only  son 
of  his  widowed  mother,  and  was  in  the  first  instance  em- 
ployed by  us  as  a  teacher  of  the  language,  when  still  very 
young.     In  this  capacity  his  principal  work  consisted  in 

*  To  pronounce  this  name,  take  the  English  words,  '*  That  *a  you" 
and  pronounee  them  without  the  first  three  letters,  tha. 
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reading  the  gospels  in  vernacular  Chinese  with  some  re- 
cently arriTed  missionaries.  One  of  his  pupils  especially 
was  led  to  pray  for  his  conversion,  and  before  long  that 
prayer  was  answered. 

One  day  after  morning  prayers,  he  asked  me  if  I  could 
procure  for  him  a  copy  of  the  vernacular  gospels.  I  re- 
plied in  the  affirmative,  asking  him  what  he  wanted  them 
for.  He  told  me  that  he  wanted  them  for  his  mother, 
whom  he  was  desirous  of  teaching  to  read,  hoping  that 
the  entrance  of  God's  Word  might  give  light  to  her  soul. 
This  led  to  further  conversation,  during  which  I  found 
that  he  had  himself  come  to  Christ  for  salvation,  and  was 
now  anxious  for  his  mother's  conversion.  A  copy  of  the 
gospels  was  procured,  and  our  yoimg  friend  succeeded,  by 
one  means  and  another,  in  persuading  his  mother  to  learn 
to  read  it,  prayer  being  constantly  offered  that  the  Word 
might  be  blessed  to  her  spiritual  enlightenment.  Again 
God  answered  prayer,  and  ere  long  she  was  to  be  seen 
sitting  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  clothed,  and  in  her  right  mind. 

And  now  the  mother  and  son  set  themselves  to  serve  the 
Saviour  who  had  redeemed  them.  The  spirit  of  Him  who 
came  to  seek  and  to  save  the  lost  was  working  in  them. 
The  mother  read  the  gospels  to  her  female  neighbours, 
and  opened  her  house  for  a  weekly  prayer-meeting.  The 
son  induced  his  acquaintances  to  attend  the  meetings  held 
by  the  missionaries.  The  efforts  of  both  mother  and  son 
were  early  crowned  with  success,  and  for  fourteen  years 
now,  they  have  continued  faithful  and  valued  labourers  in 
the  vineyard. 

The  first  person  to  whom  Mrs.  Tsiu  was  blessed  was  a 
very  old  woman,  both  blind  and  deaf.  She  had  a  dim 
I)erception  of  light,  and  could  tell  night  from  day,  but 
could  only  walk  about  leaning  on  the  shoulder  of  one  of 
her  grand-children,  and  all  that  was  spoken  in  an  ordinary 
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tone  of  voice  was  lost  to  lier,  though  she  could  catch  words 
shouted  into  her  ear.  The  poor  old  woman's  life  had 
become  very  dreary — every  one  was  too  busy  to  attend  to 
her ;  so  she  was  glad  of  anything  that  broke  the  monotony 
of  her  existence.  Mrs.  Tsiu  taught  her,  syllable  by  syl- 
lable, to  repeat  verses  of  hymns  and  passages  of  Scripture 
containing  the  plan  of  salvation ;  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
made  the  Word  effectual  to  her  conversion.  Much  prayer 
and  many  persevering  efforts  were  more  than  rewarded, 
as  new  light,  new  life,  new  love,  sprang  up  within  her. 
Now  she  had  something  to  think  of,  now  she  had  a 
Friend  to  converse  with,  now  she  had  light  both  for  time 
and  for  eternity.  A  happier  Christian  than  that  old 
woman  I  have  seldom,  if  ever,  met  with.  She  loved  the 
house  of  Ood,  she  loved  the  people  of  God.  In  fair 
weather  or  in  wet,  in  hot  weather  or  in  cold,  she  was  to  be 
seen,  leaning  on  the  shoulder  of  her  grand- child,  wending 
her  way  to  the  meetings,  some  of  which  were  more  than  a 
mile  from  her  home.  She  could  see  nothing,  and  hear 
nothing ;  but  she  met  with  God,  and  He  blessed  her.  She 
met  with  His  people,  and  their  hearty  salutations  did  her 
good. 

After  a  time  she  was  taken  ill,  and  all  believed  she  was 
going  to  die.  She  was  very  happy  and  rejoiced  in  the 
thought  that  she  would  be  neither  blind  nor  deaf  in  heaven. 
One  day,  however,  some  of  her  neighbours,  to  whom  she 
had  been  speaking  about  the  Lord  Jesus,  repliedjeeringly, 
that  she  should  pray  to  Him,  since  He  was  such  a  great 
Saviour,  to  raise  her  up  to  health  and  strength  again.  She 
pondered  over  the  matter,  as  she  lay  alone  upon  her  bed^ 
until  she  was  convinced  that  it  would  be  for  God's  glor}' 
that  she  should  be  raised  up.  And  some  time  afterwards, 
Mrs.  Tsiu  and  another  female  friend  coming  in,  she  told 
them  BO,  and  requested  them  to  kneel  down  and  pray  for 
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her  recovery.  They  at  once  knelt  down  and  asked  God 
for  His  own  glory  to  restore  her,  and  the  old  woman 
added  her  Amen  to  the  prayer  which  she  knew  had  been 
ofE^ered,  though  she  heard  it  not.  Within  a  few  days  she 
was  raised  up,  and  to  my  astonishment,  walked  into  her 
accustomed  seat  at  one  of  our  meetings.  A  year  later  she 
iinished  her  course  with  joy. 

During  the  time  that  Mrs.  Tsiu  was  labouring  for  the 
conversion  of  the  above-mentioned  old  woman,  her  son 
was  interesting  an  aged  friend  of  their  feunily  in  the  gospeL 
This  man  had  received  a  good  education  for  a  Chineae 
man  of  business,  and  in  early  and  middle  life  had  been 
well-to-do  in  the  world.  But  the  bad  conduct  of  two  sons 
ruined  him.  They  both  died  early,  and  left  him  and  his 
aged  wife  in  veiy  distressed  circumstances.  He  obtained 
a  small  pittance  by  hawking  silk  for  the  use  of  em- 
broiderers ;  and  as  all  Chinese  women  wear  embroidered 
shoes,  purchasers  of  a  needleful  of  this  shade  or  that  are  to 
be  daily  met  with  in  every  street.  Mrs.  Tsiu  persuaded 
this  old  man,  whose  work  was  finished  at  dusk,  to 
attend  our  Bible-classes.  He  knew  more  of  the  Chinese 
written  character  than  most  of  those  present,  and  was 
rather  pleased  to  be  able  to  help  the  less  instructed 
members  of  the  class,  by  giving  them  the  name  or  mean- 
ing of  some  character  which  they  were  unable  to  read. 
But  soon  he  began  to  take  deeper  interest  in  the  things  of 
God.  He  saw  himseK  personally  concerned;  as  a  poor 
helpless  sinner  he  cast  himself  upon  God's  forgiving 
mercy,  and  found  peace  through  believing.  He  was 
baptized;  and  xmtil  his  death,  which  occurred  about  a  year 
afterwards,  adorned  the  gospel  of  God  his  Saviour  by  his 
consistent  deportment.  He  manifested  much  love  to  the 
Word  of  God ;  learned  to  read  it  in  the  superior  version 
of  the  Bomanized  Colloquial  (though  he  could  read  the 
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one  in  the  Ghinese  character),   and  spent  most  of  his 

leisure  time  in  the  study  of  the  Scriptures. 

A  short  time  hefore  his  deatli,  he  took  cold,  and  not 

attending  to  it,  became  worse,  and  was  laid  up.     Affcer  a 

few  days'  illness,  he  sent  lor  me.     I  called  on  him  and 

found  him  veiy  ill  from  an  attack  of  bronchitis,  and  unlikely 

to  recorer.     His  house,  if  house  it  might  be  called,  was  of 

the  most  wretched  deiscription,  being  neither  wind-proof 

nor  water-proof;  the  mud  floor  was  wet,  uneven,   and 

sHppery.     He  was  suffering  much  at  the  time,  but  when 

remored  to  a  dry  warm  room  in  the  hospital,  which  was  at 

that  time  under  my  charge,  he  felt  considerably  relieved. 

His  gratitude  was  veiy  pleasing,  and  his  waiting  for  his 

end  most  exemplary.     He  remarked^  "Do  you  not  think  my 

complaint  a  very  obstinate  one?"  and  when  informed  that 

there  was  little  hope  of  his  recovery  said,  "I  thought  so; 

how  good  of  God  to  lead  me  into  the  right  path  before  He 

called  me  away!"     During  the  few  days  he  was  iQ,  his 

mind  was  peaceably  stayed  on  Jesus;  he  was  much  in  prayer, 

especially  for  the  conversion  of  his  aged  wife.     On  the 

morning  of  the  Lord's  day,  he  remarked,  "I  shall  be  unable 

to  take  the  Lord's  Supper  to-day."    When  reminded  that 

Ood  is  not  confined  to  time  or  place,  but  that  He  could  bless 

him  on  his  bed  of  sickness,  he  replied,  "It  is  so;  He 

promised  never  to  leave  me ;  He  has  never  left  me,  and  will 

soon  take  me  to  Himself."     Short  portions  of  scripture 

were  occasionally  read  to  him  at  his  own  request,  as  he 

could  bear  it.    He  seemed  much  to  enjoy  them,  especially 

the  beautiful  2drd  Psalm,  "Jehovah  is  my  shepherd,  I  shall 

not  want,"  &c.,  which  he  desired  to  have  read  to  him  again, 

two  or 'three  times  during  the  day,  as  he  also  did  a  hymn 

that  he  much  Hked,   a  version  of  one   commencing  in 

English, 

''Who  are  theae  arrayed  in  white, 
Brighter  than  the  noon-day  sun?'' 


20 

he  rezoarkedy  ^^I  shall  soon  shine  too,  but  the  praise  will 
all  be  due  to  Jesus." 

In  the  evening  he  was  evidently  failing  fast.  After  the 
evening  service,  some  of  his  native  brethren  came  to  see 
him,  and  were  affectionately  received  and  spoken  to.  He 
sent  a  grateful  message  to  his  pastor,  Mr.  Jones,  who  was 
ill  and  unable  to  visit  him,  and  spoke  lovingly  and  thank- 
fully to  me.  Once  more  he  exhorted  his  aged  wife  to  turn 
to  the  Lord  ere  it  was  too  late,  and  got  a  promise  from  her 
that  she  would  do  so.  About  half  an  hour  before  his 
departure,  his  eye  lost  its  intelligence^  and  his  hand  began 
to  feel  about  the  bed-clothes  as  if  seeking  something.  It 
was  evident  that  his  mind  was  failing,  but  one  of  his  native 
brethren,  not  having  noticed  this,  and  thinking  he  was 
seeking  something,  said  to  him,  ^^  Brother  Dzing,  what  do 
you  want?"  The  dying  man  was  recalled  to  consciousness^ 
and  opening  his  eyes,  and  looking  up  with  a  happy  smile, 
painfully  gasped  out  his  last  words,  syllable  by  syllable, 
^^  Jehovah,  my  shepherd!"  and  shortly  after  fell  asleep  in 
Jesus. 

Tears  of  joy  were  shed  that  night  around  the  bed  of  the 
dying  saint,  and  the  language  of  many  hearts  was,  ''let  me 
die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  lost  end  be  like 
his." 

It  may  be  interesting  to  add  that  there  is  every  reason 
to  hope  that  his  prayers  for  the  conversion  of  his  wife  were 
answered.    She  too  has  now  passed  away. 

When  the  ''Lammermuir"  party  reached  Ohina,  in  the 
autumn  of  1866,  our  Mend,  Mr.  Tsiu,  at  once  joined  us, 
and  was  of  the  greatest  value  to  us,  both  in  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  gospel  and  in  our  general  arrangements.  Most 
heartily  did  he  enter  into  our  plans,  and  made  himself 
one  with  us  in  prayer  and  in  effort.  His  profession  of 
Ohrist,  too,  was  no  mere  fair  weather  profession.    When 
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in  trial  oud  in  clanger,  by  God's  grace,  he  confessed  TTim 
before  men,  and  suffered  for  His  sake.  It  was  not  long  ere 
he  was  put  to  this  test.  In  June,  1867,  he  was  in  the  city 
of  Siao-shan  where  we  had  recently  opened  a  station.  The 
night  before  he  was  to  have  left,  the  Mandarin  of  the  city, 
in  a  state  of  intoxication,  determined  to  expel  our  mission- 
aries. He  came,  with  his  attendants,  to  the  mission-house, 
and  after  some  questions  put  to  the  missionaries,  seized  on 
Mr.  Tsiu,  and  commenced  interrogating  him.  ''Do  you 
believe  in  the  gods  of  8iao-shan?*'  said  he.  **No,"  replied 
our  brother.  ''Beat  him,"  cried  the  Mandarin  in  a  rage. 
Mr.  Tsiu  intreated  him  to  have  mercy  on  him,  but  he  took 
no  heed  of  his  prayers.  He  was  thrown  on  the  ground  on 
his  face  by  the  lictors.  Six  hundred  blows  were  inflicted 
ere  he  was  permitted  to  rise,  and  then  one  hundred  stripes 
were  ordered  on  his  face  and  mouth  with  a  leather  thong, 
for  not  believing  in  the  idols  worshipped  there.  But  none 
of  these  things  moved  him ;  as  soon  as  he  was  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  the  beating,  he  laboured  in  the  gospel 
with  all  his  former  earnestness. 

Some  friends  in  England  wrote  to  him  a  letter  of 
sympathy  and  encouragement.  He  replied  as  fol- 
lows:— 

^' These  words  are  to  the  disciples  who  are  in  Jesus  Christ:  Hy 
desire  is,  that  through  the  blessing  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  richly 
bestowing  His  g^at  grace,  you  may  enjoy  peace  and  be  preserved 
from  siclmess  and  calamity. 

"Your  younger  brother  has  heard,  through  Mr.  Taylor,  the  saluta- 
tion of  his  brothers  and  sisters  in  Jesus  our  Saviour,  and  their  words 
of  exhortation  and  comfort.  Your  younger  brother  sends  many  thanlcs ; 
these  words  he  will  remember  as  if  engraven  on  his  bones,  and  written 
in  his  heart,  for  he  feels  that  although  many  hills  and  seas  may  inter- 
vene, and  though  personally  unknown  by  sight,  yet  in  very  truth  we 
are  as  the  hands  and  the  feet  of  the  self -same  body.  Therefore,  he  ever 
prays  for  you,  that  our  Heavenly  Father  may  strengthen  your  faith, 
that  you  may  be  able  to  "walk  according  to  the  gospel;  while  sojourn- 
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ing^  here  may  enjoy  unspeakable  grace,  and  liereafter  the  bliss  of  life 
everiasting. 

'^WbeiL  loimedy  your  younger  brother  went  to  the  oity  of  Siao- 
shan,  in  the  prefecture  of  Shao-hing,  to  preach  the  doctrine  of  truth) 
and  nnezpectedly  -was  ill-treated  by  the  IVIayor  of  Siao-shan,  and 
punished  -with  beating,  he  thought,  *  This  truly  is  not  real  disgrace; 
though  deeply  painful  there  is  joy  in  it/  for  he  remembered  the  words 
of  holy  writ  spoken  by  Jesus, '  Blessed  are  they  whidi  aie  persecuted 
for  righteousness  sake,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heayen;'  and 
likewise  the  scripture,  'Behold,  happy  is  the  man  whom  Grod  cor- 
recteth ;  therefore  despise  not  thou  the  chastening  of  the  Almighty,  for 
He  maketh  sore  and  bindetii  up;  He  woundeth,  and  His  hands  make 
whole.'  These  passages  made  hinf  feel  timt,  thoogh  weak.  He  mvsl 
bear  aU  with  patience.  He  likewise  remembered  the  words,  *  Where- 
fore, seeing  we  are  compassed  about,'  &c.  (Heb.  xii.  1-5). 

"Now  your  younger  brother  is  with  Mr.  Taylor^  preaching  the 
doctrine,  and  some  time  ago  went  with  him  up  the  country  to  preadi. 
Many  have  heard  the  truth ;  and  here,  not  a  few  beiieve.  All  this  is 
through  Grod*s  great  graoe. 

"Pray  for  us,  as  we  do  for  you,  that  the  numbers  saved  by  grace 
may  be  many. 

*'The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all.    Amen. 

**Taxi7  KTud-swx. 

*^  October  2nd,  ISG7.'' 

It  may  interest  some  of  our  friends  to  give  here  tlie  notes 
I  took,  about  this  time,  of  an  address  given  by  Mr.  Tsiu, 
at  Hang-chan,  on  Komans  i.  18-32.  He  was  asked  to 
preach  at  half  an  hour's  notice;  the  notes  I  toot  in  Chinese 
during  the  delivery,  and  at  once  wrote  out  in  English. 

*'In  former  ages  there  lived  a  man  named  Paul.  He  was  a 
worshipper  of  the  true  Grod,  of  great  ability  and  zeal,  and  very  strict 
in  complying  with  all  the  customs  and  rites  of  his  religion.  He 
heard  of  the  religion  of  Jesus,  and  hated  it  with  all  his  heart.  He 
persecuted  the  believers,  seiring  male  and  female,  and  committing 
them  to  prison,  and  doing  all  he  could  to  make  them  forsake  their 
religion.  In  every  way  in  his  power  he  tried  to  hinder  the  spread  of 
Christianity;  but,  while  on  a  journey  to  afar  city,  he  saw  the  heavens 
open,  and  Gk)d's  own  light  shone  upon  him.  He  could  not  open  his 
eyes,  but  heard  the  voice  of  Jesus  speaking  to  him  from  heaven 
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God  wrought  a  great  cliaugc  iu  Iiim,  and  theuocf orth  lie  became  an 
earnest  defender  and  preacher  of  the  true  doctrine  of  Jesus. 

"It  was  this  Paul  who  wrote  the  words  I  have  now  read  to  you- 
There  is  much  yezy  important  truth  contained  in  them;  some  of  this 
I  propose  to  unfold  to  you  now. 

**  The  I8th  verse  says : — ^The  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven/ 
Heaven  is  far  above  us;  we  cannot  hinder  or  prevent  the  fulfilment 
uf  the  will  of  heaven.  'When  heaven  sends  down  calamity,  man 
cannot  escape.'  And  it  is  from  heaven  that  the  wrath  of  Gk>d  is 
revealed.  Once  it  came  down  in  the  shape  of  a  dreadful  flood.  The 
whole  world  was  full  of  sin;  there  was  only  one  righteous  family. 
God  told  Noah  to  build  an  ark,  and  thus  his  family  was  saved — eight 
X)er8ons  in  all;  but  all  living  outside  the  ark  were  drowned.  This  was 
a  'water  calamity.' 

''Again  the  anger  of  God  was  revealed  in  fire.  There  was  a  place 
called  Sodom,  the  people  of  which  were  so  given  up  to  sin,  that  God 
(iould  only  find  one  family  who  did  not  share  in  it.  This  family  God 
saved  by  sending  two  angels,  who  took  them  out  of  the  place,  while 
all  who  remained  were  destroyed  by  fire,  for  God  rained  out  of  heaven 
fire  and  brimstone,  and  burned  them  all  up*  This  was  a  'fire 
calamity.' 

"At  another  time  the  wrath  of  God  was  manifested  against  a 
country  called  Egypt.  The  people  refused  to  obey  God's  commands, 
and  he  sent  down  on  them  plague  after  plague — ^locusts  and  creeping 
things,  storms  of  hail  and  thick  darkness,  dreadful  diseases,  and  the 
sudden  destruction  of  all  the  first-bom — ^in  all  ten  plagues,  by  which 
the  country  was  all  but  destroyed,  and  the  people  were,  after  all, 
compelled  to  listen  to  heaven's  mandates.  This  was  God  punishing 
a  wicked  country. 

" '  The  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven  against  all  ungodliness 
and  unrighteousness  of  men.'  God'a  wrath  is  Just  wrath.  When 
man  becomes  angry  it  is  often  without  just  cause,  and  it  often  exceeds 
the  cause.  Sometimes  it  is  manifested  against  the  wrong  person,  and 
oftentimes  the  angry  one  is  the  offender,  not  the  ofi^ended ;  the  doer  of 
wrong,  not  the  sufEbrer  from  wrong.  But  God^a  anger  is  always  just, 
always  reasonable,  always  manifested  against  sin,  and  against  sin  it 
always  is  or  will  be  manifested.  For  though  God  is  often  long  sufifer- 
ing  and  forbearing,  though  He  seems  to  leave  a  sinner  to  go  on  in  sin, 
He  never  forgets,  and  now,  or  in  the  future  state,  always  punishes 
sin.  And  this  wrath  is  revealed,  not  hidden ;  we  now  see  its  evidences 
.'tnd  feel  some  of  its  effects,  so  that  we  may  escape  from  itis  eternal 
conacquencea. 
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« '  Because  that  which  may  be  known  of  God  is  manifest  in  them ; 
for  Grod  hath  showed  it  niito  them.    For  the  invisible  things  of  Him 
from  the  creation  of  the  world  are  clearly  seen,  being  understood  by 
the  things  that  are  made — even  His  eternal  power  and  Oodhead ;  so 
that  they  are  without  excuse/     A  three  years*  did  child  may  know 
God  ;  no  one  can  pretend  not  to  know  Him ;  all  are  without  excuse. 
From  the  time  of  the  creation  no  one  has  seen  Grod ;  but  there  is  no 
one  who  has  not  seen  His  works.    G^  is  invisible ;  but  His  being. 
His  nature,  His  power,  are  shown — ^by  heaven  and  earth,  by  hills 
and  seas,  rivers  and  streams,  by  beasts  and  birds,  fishes  and  insects, 
by  trees  and  shrubs,  grass  and  flowers.     Suppose  you  go  into  the 
innermost  recesses  of  the  lonely  hills.     There  you  see  a  house,  per- 
fect, complete.    It  is  well-furnished,  and  replete  wilii  every  useful 
utensil ;  but  there  is  no  man  to  be  found  there.    Will  you,  tiien? 
suppose  that  all  these  things  sprang  up  fit>m  nought,  or  happened  of 
themselves  to  come  there?    Or  will  you  say,  'Thes^  things  have 
been  made  by  men,  though  for  some  reason  they  are  not  to  be  seen 
hero  now.'    And  yet,  in  those  very  hills  there  are  the  trees,  and  g^rass, 
and  flowers,  the  rocks,  and  stones,  and  earth,  all  showing  the  handi- 
work of  God,  though  JHe  is  not  to  be  wen  ;  but  men  pass  them  by,  and 
never  think  of,  and  revere,  their  Creator,    And,  not  only  are  ihe  evi- 
dences of  His  handiwork  to  be  seen  on  earth.    The  heavens  above, 
the  .<mn,  and  moon,  and  stars,  all  show  forth  His  wisdom  and  power ; 
so  that  men  are  clearly  without  excuse,  and  always  have  been. 

'*  Have  any  of  you  seen  €rod  ?  I  suppose  some  of  you  would  reply, 
*  Oh,  yes !  in  such-and-such  a  temple  !*  No,  no !  They  are  no  gods ; 
thry  are  false  idols.  God  is  without  form  or  similitude.  *  Over  head 
three-feet  God  is  present,'  as  the  proverb  says.  He  is  everywhere 
present.  And  more,  every  man  has  a  conscience,  too,  which  tells  him 
there  is  a  Grod ;  so  that  they  are  without  excuse.  •  But  lust  buries 
conscience :  man  heeds  his  passions  and  drowns  the  voice  of  con- 
science ;  but  he  is  without  excuse. 

"  About  the  remainder  of  the  chapter  we  must  speak  very  briefly, 
and  only  refer  to  a  few  points. 

*^  *  Because  that,  when  they  knew  Gfod,  they  glorified  Him  not  as 
God,  neither  were  thankfnl ;  but  became  vain  in  their  imaginations, 
and  their  foolish  heart  was  darkened.  Professing  themselves  to  be 
wise,  they  became  fools,  and  changed  the  glory  of  the  incorruptible 
God  into  an  imag^  made  like  to  coiTuptible  man,  and  to  birds,  and  four- 
footed  beasts,  and  creeping  things.'  The  reason  that  men  go  so  far 
as  they  do  is,  that  they  are  not  thankf id  for  God's  blessings,  and  do 
not  act  up  to  the  light  which  they  possess.     They  are  vainly  puffed 
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up  by  their  own  fancied  wisdom,  and  really  become  fools,  and  sbow 
themselves  to  be  sach.  Many  kinds  of  gods  are  worshipped,  btxt 
they  all  spring  from  this  source,  and  all  haye  one  feature  in  common 
— they  soon  fall  into  decay.  They  do  not  care  for  man :  they  need 
man's  care.  Here  men  worship  wood  carred  and  clay  moulded  into 
man's  foim.  I  learn  from  boolcs,  that  in  some  countries  they  worship 
birds  and  elephants,  and  so  forth ;  and  eyen  here  they  worship  the 
tortoise  and  the  serpent.  What  is  this  but  fulfillmg  these  words  ? 
But  they  are  without  excuse. 

'*  In  verse  25,  God  is  called  the  Creator.  What  does  this  mean  ? 
Man  can  make  things,  only  he  needs  both  the  materials  and  the  in- 
struments. Give  a  workman  the  material,  but  no  instruments,  and 
ho  can  do  nothing ;  give  him  the  instruments,  and  no  materials,  and 
he  is  still  more  impotent.  He  must  have  both  complete,  and  then  he 
can  make  things.  God  needs  neither.  His  tcill  creates  what  He 
wishes.  He  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  all  things  from  nothing ; 
and  the  power  which  was  first  manifold  in  their  creation  is  daily 
shown  in  their  preservation.  But  men  leave  Him  to  worship  the 
work  of  their  own  hands — ^take  some  of  God's  woikmanship  and 
manufacture  a  god  for  themselves :  are  they  not  without  excuse  ? 
They  leave  the  tme  and  deave  to  the  f aise ;  so  God  gives  them  up  to 
their  lusts.  Tliey  Ifiave  propriety  tor  impax>priety,  and  there  is  no 
depth  of  sin  into  which  they  may  not  fall.  When  man  leaves  God, 
and  God  leaves  man,  what  will  he  not  do  ?  Wbat  sin  wiU  he  not 
commit  ?  MThat  we  call  the  natural  virtues  are  all  disjdaced.  What 
we  term  unnatural  vices  sre  all  indnlged  in.  Men  are  *  iUled  with 
all  unrighteousness,  fornication,  wickedness,  covetousness,  malicious- 
ness ;  full  of  envy,  murder,  debate,  deceit,  malignity ;  whisperers , 
backbiters,  haters  of  God,  despiteful,  proud,  boasters,  inventors  of 
evil  things,  disobedient  to  parents,  without  understanding,  covenant 
breakers,  without  natural  affection,  implacable,  unmerciful.'  Man 
commits  sin :  God  bears  and  forbears,  and  is  long-suffering.  Man, 
far  from  being  moved  by  this  goodness,  becomes  more  hardened, 
moee  audacious,  nma  deeper  into  sin,  and  is  emboldBned  iti  iniquity  ; 
and  at  last,  not  only  sins  himself  when  under  temptation,  but  learns 
to  rejoice  and  take  pleasure  in  the  sins  of  others.  But  they  are 
without  excuse. 

"  In  oonoluaxoo,  how  wide-spread  are  the  ravages  of  sin.  Its  be  • 
ginniikgr  Was  small— one  ain  of  our  first  parents,  but  now  it  is  wide- 
spread as  the  world.  As  in  some  oontagfious  diseases,  one  man 
infects  another,  and  the  two  give  the  complaint  to  four ;  and  the  few 
grow  to  many,  till  nope  escape.    So  it  is  with  sin.    All  have  sinned. 
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There  is  none  righteous ;  no  not  one.  The  seed  has  been  every- 
where sown ;  the  fruit  everywhere  appears.  But  Jesus  has  come  to 
atone  for  sin ;  He  died  on  the  cross  to  take  it  away.  Kow  we  need 
to  pray  for  an  enlightened  conscience  to  turn  from  idols  to  the  true 
God.  For  Qod*s  anger  is  '  revealed  from  heaven  against  all  ungodli- 
ness and  unrighteousness  of  men.*  It  has  been  ;  but  that  is  not  all — 
it  is.  Yes,  and  it  will  be.  Turn  to  2  Thessalonians  i.  6-10 ;  it  not 
only  is  now  revealed,  but  it  tciil  be  for  ever  manifested  against  the 
disobedient — manifested  in  fierce  fire,  in  eternal  torments,  in  tortures 
without  end. 

**  Pray,  then,  for  the  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  pray  for  a  change  of 
heart.  Put  your  trust  in  Jesus.  Leave  sin  for  Jesus — ^hell  for 
heaven.  Come  to  Jesus  ttoWy  ere  it  is  too  late.  In  heaven,  blessing 
is  not  short-lived,  it  is  for  evermore.  Confess  your  sins  to  God,  and 
forsake  them.  Destroy  your  sins  ;*  rest  on  Christ :  this  is  the  way 
to  heaven.  As,  before  you  turn  to  Jesus,  God*s  anger  ever  hangs 
over  you,  so  on  repentance,  Gk)d  is  pleased,  and  His  favour  follows 
you.  But  beware  of  delay.  Beware  of  to-morrow.  To-day  trust ; 
to'dat/  believe ;  to-day  accept  salvation — ^to-morrow  may  be  too  late." 

We  need  only  add  to  this  sketch  tliat  the  mother, 
though  now  aged  and  feeble,  is  an  invaluable  helper  in 
the  work  at  Ning-po  by  her  presence  and  influence ;  and 
that  her  son  is  more  actively  and  not  less  usefully  em- 
ployed under  Mr.  McCarthy,  at  Hang-chau. 

J.  H.  T. 


OOEEESPONDENCE. 

We  give  a  letter  ^m  Mr.  Harvey,  in  reference  to  his 
return  to  England,,  which  will  explain  his  reasons  for  ie« 
turning,  and  his  present  position  : — 

"  82  Desipsey  St«,  Mils  End,  Losdon,  £., 

''  Ai*gutt  %th,  1872. 

"  After  an  absence  of  more  than  three  years  in  China,  I.  have  re- 
turned to  my  native  country  to  carry  out  the  desire  which  has  long 

*  Beferring  especially  to  idolalay,  &c. 
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(since  1867)  been  laid  upon  my  heart,  viz. :  to  qualify  myself  as  a 
medical  missionary.  Daring  my  stay  in  that  country,  I  have  seen 
sufficient  to  convince  me  more  than  ever  of  the  deep  need  of  medical 
work  in  evangelizing  the  many  millions  of  Chinese  (Matt.  x.  7,  8). 

"  Previous  to  my  leaving  in  1869, 1  had  been  given  to  understand 
that  medical  work  in  China  had  not  the  sympathy  of  some  of  our 
friends  in  England  as  it  had  of  others,  and  sooner  than  the  sympathy 
q|  any  with  the  work  in  general  should  suffer,  I  felt  it  but  right  to 
return  home  at  my  own  expense,  and  not  to  receive  any  support  from 
the  mission  funds  during  my  stay  in  England. 

"  In  all  probability  i  shall  be  unable  to  return  to  China  for  three 
years  or  so,  therefore  shall  have  many  opportunities  of  being  present 
at  meetings  to  urge  the  spiritual  claims  of  the  Chinese,  and  give  in- 
formation respecting  the  Lord's  work  in  their  midst. 

**  Thanking  you  in  the  Lord  for  your  sympathy  in  the  past,  I  re^ 
main,  yours  affectionately, 

"  Thomas  P.  Habvbt." 


LATEST    INTELLIGENCE. 


Mb.  Henry  Beid  has  recently  returned  from  China  after 
an  absence  of  five  years,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duncan  arrived 
on  Friday  last.  Mr.  Duncan  is  quite  broken  down ;  he 
has  been  working  beyond  his  strength  and  has  been  at 
last  compelled  to  give  up.  He  especially  needs  the  prayers 
and  sympathies  of  the  Lord's  people  at  home.  Mr.  and 
and  Mrs.  Crombie,  and  the*party  which  accompanied  them, 
have  been  heard  of  from  Ceylon ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor 
wrote  very  cheerfdUy  from  Aden  of  the  goodness  of  the 
Lord  to  them  all  the  way  so  far.  They  will,  doubtless, 
reach  China  at  the  end  of  this  month,  probably  on  the  28th. 
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CHINA  INLAND  MISSION- 


ESTABLISHED  for  the  evangelization  of  diBtricte  away  from  the 
ports,  and  eyentuallj,  if  possible,  of  all  the  wholly  unoccupied 
prorinces. 

PRESENT  Staff  of  the  Mission :  Eighty-four  labourers—twelve  mar- 
ried missionaries  and  their  wives,  and  ten  single  missionaiies ; 
together  with  forty-five  male  native  assistants,  and  five  native 
Bible  women  and  TCmale  school-teachers. 

STATIONS  and  Out-stations,  over  thirty,  in  which  there  aie  resident 
labourers.  Many  other  places  are  reached  by  itinerant  efforts,  in 
some  of  which  there  are  converts. 

LONDON  ADDRESS :  6  Pyrland  Road,  Newington  Green,  XiOn- 
don,  N.,  where  can  be  obtained  the  PubUoations  of  the  Mission, 
and  Photographs  of  the  Missionaiies.    Price  6d.  each. 

BANKERS— London  and  County  Bank,  Lombard  Street.  All 
CHEQUES  should  be  crossed  London  and  County  Bank, 

POST-OFFICE  ORDERS  should  be  made  payable  to  Richabd 
Harrth  HilL)  at  t^e  Newington  Green  Road  Post  Office. 

IN  consequence  of  the  considerable  redaction  lately  made  in  the 
charge  for  Post  Office  Okdebs,  and  to  ensure  greater  safety,  it  is 
req>^f  ully  suggested  that,  where  practicable,  even  small  sums 
may  be  remitted  in  this  way. 

FRIENDS  intending  the  whole  or  part  of  their  donations  for  the 
personal  use  of  any  member  of  the  Mission  will  be  kind  enough, 
when  writing,  very  clearly  to  express  their  wishes. 

The  occasional  PAPERS  are  sent  post  free  to  donors  and 
friends  of  the  Mission.  Those  desiring  to  pay  for  them  can 
cover  the  cost  and  postage  for  one  year  by  enclosing  sixpence  in 
stamps  to  6  Pyrland  Road,  Newington  Green,  London,  N. 

MISSIONARY  BOXES,  free  on  application. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

"CHINA:    rrs  SPIRITUAL  NEED  AND  CLAIMS." 
With  Appendix  and  Illustrative  Maps.    Price  6d.,  cloth  Is. 

^*  CHINA  &  THE  CHINESE : "  an  Address  to  the  Young.  Price  Id. 
By  the  Rev.  J.  Httdson  Tatlob,  M.R.C.S. 

"  OCCASIONAL  PAPERS." 

Vole.  I.  &  n.  for  1866  to  1868  (surplus  copiep),  cloth  6d.,  paper 
covers  4d. 

Vols.  III.  &  IV.  for  1868  to  1870  (surplus  copies),  cloth  6d.,  paper 
covers  4d. 

Vols.  V.  &  VI.  for  1870  to  1872,  doth  Is.,  paper  covers  6d. 

Set  of  three  Vols.,  cloth  2s.,  paper  covers  Is.  Postage,  3d.  for  each 
volume. 
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^rom  Ceylon,  good  tidings  hare  readied  lis  of  Messrs. 
Groombridge  and  Donovan,  who  spent  a  Sunday  with,  some 
Ohristians  in  the  Island,  and  were  much  re&eshed  in  soul 
and  body. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judd  are  now  staying  at  No.  6  Ohesnnt 
Head,  Tottenham.  Mrs.  Judd's  health  is  somewhat  im- 
proved ;  but  she  is  still  very  weak,  and  we  would  earnestly 
commend  her  to  your  prayers. 

Mr.  Meadows  has  lately  accompanied  Mr.  Guinness  in 
maMng  a  tour  of  some  of  the  large  towns  of  England,  in 
which  the  latter  has  been  holding  meetings,  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  the  Lord's  work  in  foreign  countries  more 
before  the  minds  of  His  people,  and  of  stirring  them  up  to 
go  forth  and  labour  for  Him  in  China  and  other  parts  of 
the  globe.  The  Lord  has  much  encouraged  him  in  this 
service. 

On  page  64,  will  be  found  a  letter  firom  Mr.  Henry  Eeid, 
in  which  he  resigpas  his  connexion  with  the  Mission.  Mr. 
Taylor  advised  his  remaining  in  this  country,  rather  than 
returning  to  labour  in  China,  in  consequence  of  his  nervous 
system  being  shattered  to  a  certain  extent.  In  thus  retir- 
ing from  the  Mission,  Mr.  Beid  has  our  full  sympathies 
and  best  wishes,  whilst  his  sympathies  are  still  with  those 
with  whom  he  has  been  labouring. 

We  would  remind  our  Mends  in  London,  and  any  who 
may  visit  London  occasionally,  of  the  Prayer  Meeting  held 
at  No.  6  Pyrland  Eoad,  Newington  Green,  every  Saturday 
afternoon,  from  4  to  5  o'clock,  specially  to  ask  the  Lord's 
blessing  on  Mission  work  in  general,  and  on  this  Mission 
and  its  labourers  in  particular.  And  we  would  impress 
upon  all  our  readers  the  urgent  need  of  prayer,  especially, 
perhaps,  at  the  present  time,  for  those  native  converts  who 
have  gone  back  in  their  spiritual  life  and  walk,  remem- 
bering that  they  are  placed  in  circumstances  of  temptation 
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to  worldliness  and  sin,  which,  in  this  faToured  country, 
we  can  hardly  realize. 

The  Subscriptions  from  October  8th,  1872,  to  March  1st, 
1873,  for  the  Mission,  and  for  individuals  in  connexion 
with  the  Mission,  amount  to  £1,172,  lis.  6d.  On  the  coyer 
of  this  Paper,  Subscriptions,  &c.,  are  acknowledged  from 
October  8th  to  January  31st.  The  balance  in  hand  on 
March  1st  was  £112,  8s.  3d. 

Tours  in  the  Lord, 

BiCHARD  HjWELBIS  HiLL,  )    -rr         ct 

Henbt  Sowatj,  !  ^'"'-  *'«• 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above,  Mrs.  Duncan  has  received 
the  sad  intelligence  of  the  total  wreck  of  the  '  ^  Lalla  Bookh, " 
which  was  conveying  all  her  own,  and  her  late  husband's 
things  £rom  China.  This  will,  we  feel  sure,  call  for  the 
increased  sympathy  of  our  Christian  friends  on  her  behalf. 

We  have  just  learned  that  Mr.  Eeid  also  has  sustained 
a  similar  loss.  Probably  his  luggage  was  in  the  same 
vessel.  E.  H.  H., 

H.S. 


*'  Jesns  Christ  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever.*' 

Hano-chatj,  Christmas^  1872. 

To  THE  Friends  of  the  China.  Inlaio)  Mission. 

Dear  FRiEirDs, — ^I  could  wish  that  it  were  possible  for 
you  to  be  with  us,  to  see  for  yourselves  the  work  of  God 
here;  that  you  could  know  what  many  of  the  native  Chris- 
tians were  before  their  conversion,  and  appreciate  what, 
with  all  their  failures,  many  of  them  now  are.  As  this 
cannot  be,  I  must  thankfully  avail  myself  of  the  means 
which  lie  in  my  power,  and  communicate  with  you  in 
writing.    May  God  help  me  to  write  for  His  gloiy. 

0 
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Through  His  goodness  we  ware  much  fkYoured  iu  our 
jouniejy  and  reached  Shanghai  on  November  28thy  bene- 
fitted  by  the  comparatiYe  rest  which  the  voyage  afforded. 
Miss  Potter,  who  had  sailed  before  us  with  "Mx.  and  Mrs. 
Crombie  and  Miss  Wilson,  was  taken  Ul  on  the  way,  and 
had.  to  break  her  voyage  at  Singapore,  where  she  was  most 
kindly  received  and  hospitably  entertained  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bobinson  until  we  reached  that  place,  when  she  came  on 
with  us.  The  sea  tried  her  very  much,  but  she  is  now 
gradually  recovering  her  strength.  Mr.  Crombie  has 
resumed  l^e  charge  of  his  work  in  the  Ning-hai  and  Fung- 
hwa  districts.  When  he  first  went  there,  six  years  ago,  there 
were  only  one  or  two  native  Christians  in  these  places. 
Now,  I  learn  from  Mr.  Williamson,  there  are  fifty-six  in 
communion,  two  or  three  of  whom,  however,  Mr.  W.  fears 
are  not  in  a  satisfactory  state  of  soul.  Miss  Wilson  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Jackson  on  December  12th : 
may  Qod's  blessing  rest  on  them,  and  may  they  both  be 
instrumental  in  winning  many  souls  to  the  Lord  Jesus. 

On  reachiiig  Shanghai  we  were  met  by  Mr.  0.  T.  Fishe, 
and  from  him  learned  of  the  return  to  England  of  Mr.  Beid 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duncan.  We  were  sorry  to  have  missed 
them,  especially  as  the  latter  and  ourselves  must  have 
passed  Suez  about  the  same  time.  Since  reaching  Hang- 
chau  we  have  heard  of  another  instance  of  Qod's  blessing 
on  those  untiring  labours  which  have  broken  down  the 
health  of  Mr.  Duncan.  It  will  be  remembered  by  some 
that  in  1867  we  took  our  first  exploratory  journey*  up  the 
Ts4en-t'ang  river ;  and  that  after  a  stay  of  a  few  days,  I 
left  him  and  Tsiu  Sin-sang  (some  account  of  whom  was 
given  in  our  last  number)  at  Lan-k'i.  A  man,  now  an 
inquirer  at  the  K6ng*deo  out-station  of  Hang-chau,  when 

♦  See  OccMional  Paper  Vol.  II.,  No.  9,  p.  20. 
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examined,  stated  that  he  had  first  heard  the  gospel  fire  or 
six  years  ago  from  a  foreigner  and  a  Ning-po  teacher  who 
were  then  Bta3ring  at  Lan-k4 ;  and  on  further  inquiry  it 
became  eyident  that  the  preachers  were  our  friends.  The 
man  gave  up  idolatrous  practices  at  once,  and  haa  since 
sought,  as  far  as  he  knew  how,  to  senre  and  worship  ''God 
who  gave  His  Son  to  die  on  the  cross  for  the  sins  of  the 
world ;''  and  one  of  his  objects  in  coming  down  to  Kong- 
deo  was  that  he  might  learn  ''  the  way  of  God  more  per- 
fectly." He  now  desires  to  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  people 
of  God. 

After  ascertaining  from  Mr.  Fishe  what  we  could  of  the 
state  of  matters  throughout  the  mission,  we  decided  to 
proceed  in  the  first  instance  to  Hang-chau  with  our  sisters, 
who,  we  hope,  will  prove  great  helps  in  the  schools,  and 
work  among  the  women.  We  arriyed  at  Hang-chau  on 
December  5th.  It  was  very  pleasant  to  meet  the  native 
Christians  and  helpers  here.  Mr.  Tsiu  is  here,  temporarily 
helping  in  the  boys'  school.  We  were  conversing  the  other 
day  with  him  of  the  time  when  we  first  met  in  Ning-po, 
some  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago,  before  Mr.  Jones  and 
myself  had  been  cheered  by  our  first  baptism ;  and  talking 
over  the  way  by  which  the  Lord  had  led  us,  had  made 
times  of  adversity  and  discouragement  to  be  followed  by 
further  developments  of  His  gracious  purposes,  as  spring 
follows  the  winter, — ^we  could  but  give  Him  thanks,  and 
take  courage.  We  remembered  our  gratitude  when  we  met 
together  at  the  end  of  1858,  a  little  Church  of  six  native 
Christians  besides  ourselves,  four  of  whom  are  still  serving 
the  Lord,  and  one  has  fallen  asleep  in  Jesus,  as  have  also 
Mr.  Jones  and  my  late  precious  wife,  while  one,  alas,  has 
gone  back  into  the  world.  And  looking  round  on  the 
stations  and  out-stations  now  scattered  over  four  provinces, 
at  the  helpers  and  native  ChristianB  serving  the  Lord,  we 


34 

were  comforted  and  encouraged  to  liope  still  in  Him,  and 
to  look  for  greater  things  from  Him ;  yes,  even  for  those 
northern  stations,  about  which  at  present  we  see  much  to 
grieve  and  discourage  us.  The  husbandman  has  long 
patience  ere  he  reaps  the  precious  fruits  of  the  earth ;  so ' 
must  we  have,  ere  we  see  the  harvest.  In  God's  providence 
the  seed  must  be  buried,  put  out  of  sight,  die  in  the 
ground,  be  covered  by  the  snows  of  winter,  ere  there  can 
be  the  springing  of  the  blade,  and  the  forming  of  the  ear, 
not  to  say  the  ripening  of  the  fruits  and  the  reaping  of  the 
golden  grain. 

Soon  after  reaching  Hang-chau  we  were  met  by  Mr. 
Williamson  on  his  way  from  the  Ning-hai  district,  from 
the  charge  of  which  Mr.  Crombie  had  relieved  him.  Had 
the  former  been  in  health  he  would  have  proceeded  at  once 
to  Gan-k'ing ;  but  it  seemed  desirable  for  him  to  have  a 
time  of  rest,  and  be  treated  for  a  tendency  to  ague  which 
was  hanging  about  him.  Mr.  McCarthy,  therefore,  kindly 
agreed  to  go  to  Gan-k^ing,  where  we  needed  to  look  for 
fresh  premises,  those  at  present  occupied  having  been  sold 
to  a  new  landlord  who  requires  them  for  his  own  use.  Mr. 
McCarthy  left  here  on  December  14th  for  Shanghai,  to 
proceed  by  steamer.  A  few  days  later  our  friend  Wong 
Lae-djiin,  with  another  native  Christian,  set  out  to  visit 
the  out-stations  at  Lan-k'i  and  Kiu-chau ;  and  Lsen-feng 
has  gone  over  to  Su-chau  to  ascertain  how  matters  stand 
there.  I  think  that  we  may  now  with  advantage  retire 
from  the  last-mentioned  city.  It  is  only  one  day's  journey 
from  Shanghai,  and  recently  several  missionaries  have 
gone  to  reside  there;  so  that  our  efforts  are  more  needed 
elsewhere. 

The  work  at  Hang-chau  and  its  out-stations  is  quietly 
but  steadily  progressing,  and  some  of  the  helpers  are 
manifestly  growing  in  grace  and  efficiency.     Since  Mr. 
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McCarthy  left  I  liave  received  for  liim  the  letters  from  the 
assistants  at  their  distant  posts.  They  are  very  interesting, 
and  I  wish  they  could  be  seen  and  read  by  our  firiends  at 
home.  In  addition  to  other  out-stations  there  are  now 
two  evangelists  pioneering  in  the  city  of  Hwuy-chau,  in 
Gan-hwuy.  They  are  preaching  the  gospel  there,  and 
will  attempt  to  rent  a  house  if  the  way  should  open.  The 
native  helper  at  Kong-deo  went  to  Hwuy-chau  a  few  days 
ago,  to  relieve  one  of  these  assistants  for  a  time,  in  order 
that  the  latter  might  go  on  to  the  capital  of  the  province 
(GFan-k*ing)  to  help  Mr.  McCarthy. 

The  assistants  from  Hang-chau  are  so  widely  spread, 
some  of  them  being  three  or  four  hundred  miles  apart, 
that  it  has  become  needful  to  adopt  the  plan  of  preparing 
a  monthly  News-Letter  in  the  Bomanised  Ning-po  dialect, 
giving  accounts  of  the  work,  extracts  from  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  native  brethren,  &c.,  in  order  that  all  may  be 
informed  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Church  and  of  its  out- 
work. A  copy  of  this  News-Letter  is  sent  to  each  station, 
and  thus  the  brethren  share  in  each  others'  trials  and  joys, 
and  the  interests  of  each  become  the  interests  of  all. 
Extracts  from  the  letters,  or  tidings  from  the  out-stations 
are  mentioned  at  the  Prayer  Meetings  held  in  the  various 
places,  leading  to  intelligent  and  sustained  prayer.  From 
these  News-Letters  I  extract  a  few  items  of  intelligence, 
giving  here  and  there  a  word  of  explanation  or  supple- 
mentary statement : — 

JSiffuy-ehau  (Gan-hwuy  province). — This  city  is  of  great 
importance  in  the  green-tea  trade.  It  was  visited  in 
1871  by  Messrs.  Duncan  and  Harvey.*  About  three 
months  ago  the  two  assistants  first  went  there.  On  their 
arrival  they  knew  no  one,  and  therefore  had  to  stay  at  an 

*  See  Occasional  Paper  28,  p.  173,  et  seq. 
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ixin.  They  learned  that  houses  were  not  very  plentiful 
(the  case  in  most  places  since  the  rebellion),  and  that  the 
people  were  anything  but  &TOurably  inclined  to  them. 
They  went  on  with  their  work,  however,  and  wrote  asking 
the  Church  to  continue  in  prayer  for  them,  feeling  that 
Gk>d  would  in  due  time  show  forth  His  own  purpose 
towards  them.  After  a  time,  a  tailor  offered  to  let  them 
lodgings  in  his  house,  and  they  accepted  them.  This  was 
a  step  in  advance.  The  tailor,  moreover,  sought  a  house 
for  them ;  the  amount  of  rent  was  agreed  on,  but  when 
the  landlord  fully  .understood  the  purpose  for  which  his 
house  was  wanted,  he  declined  to  let  it.  Another  man, 
also,  was  looking  out  for  a  house  for  them.  They  were 
becoming  better  known,  had  a  prospect  of  some  more 
favourable  lodgings,  and  hope  of  renting  a  house  when 
last  heard  from.  But  as  the  literary  and  militaiy  exami- 
nations were  going  on,  lodgings  and  houses  were  less 
easy  to  procure  than  at  other  times,  on  account  of  the  large 
influx  of  students  and  those  connected  with  them.  That 
our  friends  were  able  to  remain  in  peace  is  in  itself  a  cause 
of  thankfulness. 

Kithchau, — This  city  is  in  the  S.W.  of  the  Cheh-kiang 
province,  on  a  branch  of  the  Ts'ien-t'ang  Biver.  The  two 
brethren  there  are  meeting  with  encouragement.  There 
are  four  inquirers  who  spend  the  Lord's  day  with  them, 
and  express  their  wish  to  follow  Jesus.  They  are  poor 
men.  One  of  them,  who  is  paralysed,  has  great  difficulty 
in  making  his  way  to  the  mission-room.  They  write  of 
him,  "  We  trust  that  he  is  a  believer.  He  says  that  he 
sees  from  Luke  xvi.  20,  &c.,  that  God  accepted  Lazarus 
and  took  him  to  enjoy  the  happiness  of  heaven;  so  he,  poor 
and  lame  as  he  is,  wants  to  be  a  disciple  too.''  Another 
of  the  inquirers  is  blind  asjto  bodily  eyesight,  but  as  far 
as  can  at  present  be  judged,  seems  to  be  drawn  to  the  Good 
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of  the  o&Ler  two  are  Kong  and  Liu.  The  latter,  Liu,  has 
been  a  devout  vegetarian  for  more  than  20  years.  He  has 
given  his  idols  and  ancestral  tablets  to  the  resident  assist- 
ants, but  does  not  see  his  way  clearly  as  to  the  vegetarian- 
ism, which  he  stiU  considers  to  have  some  atoning  merit. 
The  brethren  ajak  special  prayer  for  him.  The  faith  of  one 
of  the  inquirers  was  much  strengthened  by  a  manifest 
answer  to  prayer.  He  was  taken  alarmingly  ill ;  special 
and  earnest  prayer  was  offered  for  him ;  improvement  at 
once  commenced,  and  he  soon  fully  recovered.  Besides 
these  men,  many  come  to  the  room  from  curiosity  and  hear 
more  or  less  of  the  truth.  One  of  the  assistants  has  also 
been  in  the  country  preaching. 

Lan-hH. — This  is  an  important  place  of  trade,  and  is 
situated  at  the  junction  of  the  Kin-hwa  and  Kiu-chau 
rivers,  by  the  latter  of  which  all  the  traffic  &om  the 
province  of  £iang-si  passes  it.  The  assistant  at  this  cily 
has  been  residing  in  a  famished  house.  It  seems  rather 
probable  that  he  will  not  long  be  able  to  retain  it ;  and  we 
may  have  to  hire  a  house  for  ourselves.  There  are  many 
hearers  here,  but  no  real  seekers  after  the  truth  at  present 
so  far  as  we  know.  Some  time  ago  one  man  endeavoured 
to  set  evil  rumours  afloat,  but  some  of  the  people  befriended 
the  assistant.  He  was  also  much  tried  by  a  man  who 
threatened  to  make  trouble  if  not  paid  for  keeping  the 
peace,  but  Ood  has  answered  prayer  and  removed  the  diffi- 
culty :  a  proclamation  recently  put  out  in  Hang-chau,  set- 
ting forth  the  rights  of  Christians,  alarmed  the  man,  and  he 
has  since  desisted  irom  his  efforts  to  stir  up  opposition. 
The  native  helper  there,  asking  for  prayer  for  the  conver- 
sion of  the  people,  adds,  ''  Though  we  are  weak,  still  we 
are  members  of  Christ.  And  the  Lord  has  said,  '  Lo,  I 
am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the.  end  of  the  world.*  " 
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Siaa-shan. — ^The  people  of  this  city  are  zealous  idola- 
ters. Besides  tlie  assistant  and  his  wife,  there  are  only 
two  other  members  here;  and  very  few  outsiders  care 
to  hear  the  gospel.  Still  there  are  plenty  of  opportunities 
of  preaching  in  the  tea  shops  and  yillages,  and  there  are  a 
few  inquirers.  May  God  yet  give  us  more  cause  for  joy  in 
this  city. 

K6ng-d$o, — ^A  better  and  more  suitable  house  has 
recently  been  obtained  here,  in  part  of  which  the  assist- 
ant and  his  wife  reside,  and  where  the  gospel  is  daily 
preached.  Many  persons  from  longer  or  shorter  distances 
up  the  Ts4en-t*ang  Eiver  hear  the  Word  here.  The  case 
of  one  of  the  inquirers  at  this  out-station,  who  first  heard 
the  word  from  Mr.  Duncan  and  Tsiu  Sin-sang,  has  been 
already  referred  to.  As  K6ng-deo  is  the  river  port  of 
Hang-chau,  it  is  a  very  important  place  for  a  preaching 
station.  Tsiu  Sin-sang  tells  me  there  are  five  or  six  native 
members  there. 

Kwang-Uh  (Q-an-hwuy  province,  N.W.  of  Himg-chau.) 
— ^At  the  present  moment  there  is  no  assistant  there.  It 
is  hoped  that  Ziao-gyi  may  be  able  to  return  there  ere 
long,  as  soon  as  his  place  can  be  supplied  at  G-an-ldh. 

Oan-hih. — Here  Ziao-gyi  is  in  temporary  charge  at 
present.  There  are  some  hopeful  candidates  for  baptism, 
whom  Mr.  McCarthy  proposes  to  visit  (d.  v.)  on  his  way 
home  from  G-an-k4ng. 

JDi'p^u, — There  is  no  very  recent  intelligence  from  this 
station.  The  assistant,  Loh  Ah-ts4h,  is  expected  in  Hang- 
chau  daily.  There  were,  no  candidates  for  baptism  when 
we  last  heard. 

The  intelligence  from  Ning-po,  K*ong-p*u,  and  lih-dzo 
not  being  of  special  interest,  I  leave  them  for  the  present, 
seeing  that  I  hope  to  visit  these  places  in  the  course  of  a 
few  weeks.     The  congregations  in  Hang-chau,  on  the  two 
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Sundays  I  have  been  here,  have  been  good.    Tbe  chapel  is 

opened  eyery  afternoon,  to  afford  opportunities  for  inquiry 

or  more  private  instruction ;  but  the  weather  is  cold,  most 

people  are  busy,  as  the  year  draws  towards  its  close,  and 

but  few  come  in.     There  are  some  six  or  seven^  inquirers 

here.    Perhaps  I  cannot  do  better  than  give  some  account 

of  our  weekly  Prayer  Meeting  on  Thursday  erening. 

Last  Thursday,  the  meeting  was  commenced  by  singing 

the  hymn, 

"  I  want  to  be  like  Jesus," 

after  which  prayer  was  offered  for  God's  blessing  on  the 
meeting,  and  on  all  the  absent  members.  A  portion  of 
Scripture  was  read  from  the  Acts,  followed  by  a  brief  ad- 
dress, showing  how  the  work  of  God  was  Mis  work,  but 
was  wrought  in  and  through  His  Church  and  people.  Then 
some  account  of  the  work  at  T'ai-chau  was  given,  which  we 
will  endeavour  to  summarize : 

At  T^ai'Chau  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Budland  reside,  and  Ohii 
Sin-sang  is  helping  them  very  much.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E. 
Pishe  have  left  there,  to  help  in  the  work  in  the  north. 
About  the  beginning  of  the  year,  Ohii  rented,  at  his  own  ez- 
pense,  a  chapel  at  Hwang-yen,  and  soon  after  Gx>d  led  an  old 
woman  there*  to  hear  the  gospel.  She  had  been  for  many 
years  a  devout  Buddhist,  chanted  her  prayers,  made  pil- 
grimages to  distant  shrines,  and  sought  in  various  ways  to 
save  herself.  But  she  found  no  peace,  no  rest  for  her  soul. 
She  was  getting  old — soon  she  could  do  no  more.  After 
all  her  doing  she  might  be  wrong  at  last,  and  if  so,  what 
then  ?  She  heard  of  the  Boman  Catholics,  and  went  to  one 
of  their  chapels.  Things  looked  a  little  more  promising 
here :  it  was  still  doing,  but  not  doing  alone ;  so  she  deter- 

*  A  fuller  aooount  of  this  case  appeared  in  the  Christian  of  August 
29th  and  September  5th,  Nos.  136,  136,  under  the  title  of  '^The 
Heathen  Mother's  Trouble." 
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mined  to  try  Eomamsm.  Soon  after,  she  was  in  Hwang- 
yen  on  a  market  day,  and  hearing  of  the  chapel,  went 
there.  But  there  she  learned  for  the  first  time  that  no 
doing  at  all  was  needed ;  that  all  teas  done,  and  that  trust- 
ing in  ChiiaVBjInished  work  was  God's  way  of  salvation. 
This  brought  rest  and  peace  to  her  soul.  Her  husband 
was  constable  of  a  village  eight  English  miles  oS.  Soon 
after  this,  a  murder  was  committed  in  the  district,  for  which 
he  was  responsible.  Failing  to  arrest  the  murderer,  he 
was  himself  liable  to  punishment ;  but  being  an  old  man 
his  life  was  not  worth  much,  and  the  enraged  mandarin 
seized  and  imprisoned  his  son,  a  promising  young  man, 
with  the  intention  of  executing  him  if  the  murderer  were 
not  soon  arrested.  This  was  not  possible,  as  he  had 
escaped,  no  one  knew  where.  The  poor  mother's  trouble 
may  be  imagined.  She  went  to  Hwang-yen,  hoping  to  see 
Chii.  He  was  absent,  but  another  helper  from  Hang-chaa 
was  temporarily  there.  She  was  told  that  no  political  in- 
fluence could  be  used  on  his  behalf,  but  that  she  should 
pray  to  God  for  him,  for  He  had  the  hearts  of  all  men  in 
His  almighiy  hand.  The  poor  woman  said  she  did  not 
know  how  to  pray,  or  she  would  gladly  do  so.  The  assist- 
ant then  prayed  for  him,  that  the  mandarin  might  be  in- 
fluenced to  sp£ure  him,  and,  further,  that  both  he  and  his 
mother  might  be  eternally  saved,  and  be  made  a  blessing. 
After  prayer,  the  preacher  told  her  to  return  home  in 
X)eace ;  she  had  put  the  matter  in  God's  hands,  and  must 
now  leave  it  there :  ere  many  days  her  son  would  be  libe- 
rated. The  poor  woman  was  comforted,  and  went  home 
and  told  her  neighbours  the  good  news.  They  had  not  her 
faith.  But  when,  a  few  days  after,  the  mandarin,  after 
half  beating  him  to  death,  did  suddenly,  and  to  the  astonish- 
ment of  all,  liberate  him,  they  were  confounded.  The  grate- 
ful mother  made  him  kneel  down,    and  kneeling  down 
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herself  by  him  publicly  gave  God  tlie  thanks.  Since  then, 
she  and  her  neighbours  have  been  very  eager  for  a  native 
helper  to  go  to  their  town.  Mr.  Rudland  refers  to  them 
in  his  last  letter,  dated  from  Ning-po,  November  26th  : — 

"You  will  have  heard  that  our  errand  here  was  with  the  remains  of 
OUT  dear  little  girl.  She  is  now  safe  at  home.  It  was  a  tr3ring  time, 
but  the  Lord  was  very  good  to  us,  and  gave  us  another  to  fill  up  the 
gap  in  a  measure  before  He  took  away  the  one.  He  is  '^pood  and  does 
good,  and  just  when  we  were  very  much  tried,  expecting  the  departure 
of  our  dear  little  girl  daily.  He  cheered  our  hearts  by  giving  us  the 
pleasure  of  baptizing  five  persons.  It  was  a  happy  day,  and  we  felt 
that  Grod  was  with  us,  and  that  we  did  receive  a  blessing.  He  showed 
us  that  though  man  was  trying  to  hinder  the  work,  it  was  not  in  his 
power.  Before  we  received  them,  we  laid  before  them  the  state  of 
matters,  and  told  them  that  they  too  might  have  to  suffer  persecu- 
tion. .  .  .  But  they  were  not  moved  in  the  least.  ...  As  to  the 
constable's  wife  and  son,  further  investigation  only  confirms  their 
sincerity.  We  have  now  another  case,  not  less  interesting  and 
encouraging. 

"A  man  from  a  village  a  few  miles  from  Lu-gyiao  was  at  Hwang- 
yen^  walked  into  the  chapel,  and  was  spoken  to  by  Yih-djiin.  He 
became  quite  interested,  and  bought  several  books.  Being  a  member 
of  the  same  religious  sect  as  Yih-djiin  used  to  be,  he  made  the  more 
strict  inquiries  about  his  reasons  for  giving  up  his  former  mode  of 
worship.  These  were  told  him,  and  he  was  further  told  Gron's  way  of 
peace.  *  This  is  what  I  want,'  said  he.  So  he  took  the  books  and 
tracts  with  him,  and  read  them  to  his  neighbours.  They,  too,  were 
pleased,  and  some  of  them  came  with  him  to  hear  for  themselves. 
They  continued  to  come  from  time  to  time,  asking  explanations  of 
some  parts  of  the  New  Testament  which  they  could  not  understand, 
and  at  last  sent  a  man  as  deputation  to  ask  for  sonie  one  to  go  and 
instruct  them  in  the  Scriptures.  They  promised  to  provide  a  place  for 
a  chapel  and  for  the  residence  of  the  preacher  at  their  own  expense. 
Chii  gave  him  all  the  instruction  he  could,  and  told  him  he  was  sure 
that  when  I  returned  hom^  some  one  would  visit  them.  On  my 
arrival  I  sent  Yih-djiin  to  see  how  things  really  stood,  and  to  spend 
a  few  days  with  them.  I  enclose  the  letter  Ghii  has  written  me  since 
Yih-djun*s  return,  that  you  may  see  his  account. 

"  Now,  the  question  with  me  is,  how  to  supply  these  places.  There 
are  three  villages  where  they  are  very  anxious  to  have  some  one  to 
instruct  them.    At  £6ng-k6ng  there  are  two  baptized  converts,  and 
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many  others  who  wish  to  know  more  of  the  gospel.  Then  the  people 
from  the  place  where  the  constable's  wife  lives  are  constantly  aaking- 
for  an  instructor.  And  at  Din-tsi  they  have  actually  bought  a  house 
for  a  chapel.    How  are  they  to  be  supplied  ?  .   .  .   . 

'*  Chii  Sin-sang  is  a  great  blessing  to  us,  and  a  great  help  in  the 
work.  He  throws  himself  heartily  into  it,  and  he  and  I  generally 
seem  to  be  of  one  mind.'' 

Extract ,  from  the  letter  of  Chii  Sin-sang  referred  to 

above : — 

«  T*Ai-cHAu,  1872, 

"  lUh  months  9th  day. 
*^  Beloved  Ms.  RuDLAin), 

« I  hope  you  are  well.    I  salute  you  and  Mrs.  Rudland,  may 
€k>d  bless  you  aU  with  health. 

'<  TJ  Sin-sang  has  returned  from  Hwang-yen,  and  Yih-djiin  has  been 
to  Din-tsi.  The  house  for  a  chapel  is  already  purchased ;  there  are 
two  persons  living  in  it  of  the  surname  of  Ling :  both  husband  and 
wife  are  thorough  believers.  He  is  a  carpenter  by  trade.  The  place 
was  formerly  a  Buddhist  nunnery,  and  Mr.  Ling's  wife  was  formerly 
a  novice  in  it.  The  head  nun  is  dead,  and  the  building  has  been  sold. 
There  are  still  a  few  idols  unremoved ;  the  others  have  abeady  been 
taken  away  by  the  people.  Thanks  be  to  Gk)d,  this  is  really  an  idol 
temple  being  turned  into  a  Christian  chapel. 

"  Here  all  is  in  peace.  The  students  have  come,  and  the  examiner 
is  expected  to-mozrow.'' 

After  reading  these  extracts,  two  of  the  brethren  engaged 
in  prayer,  asking  blessing  for  the  new  converts  and  can- 
didates, and  praying  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  raise  up 
labourers  to  fill  the  open  doors.    The  hymn, 
''Erom  all  that  dwell  below  the  skies," 

was  then  sung,  tidings  from  Hwuy-chau  and  other  out- 
stations  were  given,  and  extracts  were  read  from  the  native 
letters  received  during  the  week.  We  give  a  translation 
of  one  of  them,  thinking  it  may  interest  many  of  our  friends. 
The  writer  was  with  us  in  the  Yang-chau  riot,  and  was  sub- 
sequentiy  converted.  For  a  time  he  fell  away,  but  was 
restored,  and  is  now  a  truly  godly  and  valuable  man.  His 
letter  is  dated 
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**  KlU-CHAU-FU,  1872, 

"lltliMoii.,9thday. 

<'Bespeotei>  and  Beloved  Mb.  McCabtht, 

^<  Peace  be  tinto  you !  We  have  received  the  letter  that  you  wrote 
to  us  on  the  25th  of  last  month,  and  also  the  News'Letter  and  15  dols. 
and  thank  you  for  them.  I  handed  the  5  dols.  to  Brother  Fdng-kying ; 
took  6  dols.  for  myself,  and  4  dols.  for  the  landlord,  as  you  directed.  We 
did  not  receive  your  letter  until  the  5th,  which  was  rather  late,  as 
our  landlord  is  a  very  poor  man,  and  lives  on  the  rent  we  pay  him 
The  Ist  of  this  month  falling  on  a  Sunday,  I  had  to  send  him  his 
money  on  the  30th,  as  he  cannot  wait  a  day  for  it.  But  paying  him 
placed  me  in  a  difficulty,  as  I  had  no  more  money  in  Kiu-chau.  I 
knew  that  if  God  had  not  given  you  the  f  ands,  you  could  not  send  any 
to  us ;  and,  in  mentioning  this,  you  will  not  think  that  I  am  in  the 
least  complaining  that  you  did  not  send  earlier.  I  thought  of  the 
time  of  our  need  in  the  winter  of  last  year,  and  how  the  Lord  in  His 
wisdom  saw  fit  to  try  us ;  and  remembered  the  words  of  Haggai  to 
the  Jews  who  had  returned  from  Babylon.  They  neglected  to  devote 
any  of  their  money  to  the  service  of  Gh)d,  or  for  the  Temple,  and 
therefore  the  Lord  used  this  plan  to  remind  them.  You,  Mr. 
McCarthy,  have  often  reminded  us  of  our  duty  from  Scripture,  and 
prayed  for  us;  and  I  am  so  thankful  that  the  Holy  Spirit  has 
inclined  our  brethren  and  sisters  to  unite  in  giving  of  their  money 
for  the  service  of  God.  The  first  year  of  our  collectiou  will  end  at 
the  beginning  of  next  month.  *  Although  I  shall  not  be  able  to  be 
in  Hang-ohau  then,  and  be  present  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Church,  I 
shall  join  you  in  spirit,  and  hope  for  some  days  to  give  myself  to 
prayer  that  the  Lord  may  greatly  add  to  our  zeal,  especially  as  we 
are  a  year  nearer  now  to  the  attaining  of  our  object.  May  the  Lord 
above  all  greatly  increase  our  love  to  Himself. 

"  As  to  want  or  plenty,  sickness  or  health,  perils,  labours,  troubles, 
dangers,  I  think  these  are  our  Lord's  instruments  for  adding  to  our 
experience,  for  sanctifying  us,  that  we  may  glorify  God,  for  He 
would  have  us  to  be  holy.  As  to  my  oontributiony  I  have  already 
written  about  it  to  Brother  Ah-ts'ih. 

^  And  now,  as  to  Hwuy-chau,  we  are  earnestly  praying  that  the 
Lord  may  open  a  way  for  our  brethren.  As  I  see  it,  it  is  best,  in  the 
first  place,  to  preach  Christ,  and  afterwards  to  seek  a  house*  You, 
Mr.  McCarthy,  I  know,  will  not  think  that  I  am  saying  too  much  in 
expressing  my  opinion.     Those  who  are  outside,  the  Church  do  not 

*  See  Oceaaional  Paper  30,  pp.  241,  242. 
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know  what  we  Christians  have  come  for,  and  so  I  think  it  is  best 
first  to  preach  to  them ;  for  when  they  know  our  reason  for  coming — 
that  it  is  to  tell  them  of  salvation  for  their  souls — then  who  can  tell 
that  the  Lord  may  not  so  influence  them  as  to  make  them  willing  to 
let  us  their  houses.  I  remember  that  a  few  years  since,  two  brethren 
went  to  a  place  as  Evangelists,  but  rented  a  house  without  saying 
what  they  had  come  for.  "When  the  people  found  that  they  wer» 
Christians,  they  beat  a  drum  to  collect  a  crowd,  and  were  going  to 
drive  them  out.  Our  brethren  went  away  for  a  time,  and  afterwards 
a  proclamation  was  procured,  but  still  the  people  were  unwilling  for 
them  to  remain  in  this  house ;  for  they  said,  *■  If  you  only  came  here 
to  do  us  good,  why  did  you  not  tell  us  so  at  first ;  it  is  hard  to  believe 
you  now.'  And  from  the  fourth  month  until  the  tenth,  the  people 
continued  unwilling  that  they  should  remain  there.  We  see  by  the 
Xews'Letter  of  the  11th  month,  that  our  brethren  at  Hwuy-chau,  by 
the  grace  given  to  them,  as  soon  as  the  terms  for  a  house  were  agreed 
upon,  plainly  stated  what  they  wanted  it  for :  in  this  they  did  well. 
We  pray  for  them,  and  we  know  that  the  Lord,  who  laid  down  His 
own  life  for  all  men,  would  have  His  gospel  preached,  that  our 
Heavenly  Father  may  be  glorified.  And  since  He  would  have  it 
preached,  He  wiU  certainly  help  them,  and  fulfil  His  own  good  pur- 
pose, giving  them  all  necessary  wisdom  and  ability  boldly  to  do  all 
that  will  be  for  His  glory. 

"  To-day  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30th,  and  the  medicine, 
and  thank  you  for  them,  and  also  for  the  letter  you  forwarded  from 
England.  When  my  mouth*  read  that  letter,  my  heart  thanked  God. 
What  can  bring  us  near  together  like  the  love  of  Christ!  Mr. 
Guinness  does  fulfil  the  Lord's  new  commandment.  It  is,  as  the 
Apostle  Paul  says,  *  In  Christ  we  are  one  body,  and  every  one  mem- 
bers one  of  anotiier.'  And,  therefore,  though  separated  by  distance, 
we  are  brought  near  to  each  other.  I  thank  Mr.  Guinness  for  his 
teaching  from  the  Lord,  whereby  he  has  refreshed  me.  I  think  the 
Lord  led  him  to  write  in  this  way,  that  he  might  be  an  example  to 
us  who  are  younger  in  the  faith.  Before  receiving  his  letter,  I  used 
to  pray  for  those  in  England  who  care  for  us ;  now  I  can  pray  for 
them  still  more,  and  I  should  like  to  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  Guinness, 
to  salute  and  to  thank  him. 

*<  I  must  tell  you  of  a  man  of  the  name  of  Tsiang,  who  has  been 
here  to  visit  us,  and  says  that  he  has  been  attending  worship  at  our 

♦  The  Chinese  usually  pronounce  their  words  in  reading,  either 
aloud  or  in  a  low.  murmur :  hence  the  above  expression. — ^Ed. 
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chapel  in  Hang-chaa  lately,  and  lias  given  in  his  name  as  an  inquirer. 
He  is  a  Pekin  man  whom  I  met  last  year  in  Hang-chau.  He  attended 
the  services  there  for  a  time,  but  afterwards  I  went  to  Siao-shan,  and 
saw  no  more  of  him.  In  the  News- Letter  of  the  10th  month  we  had 
read  of  an  inquirer  of  the  name  of  Taiang,  and  so  we  received  him ; 
but  when  he  had  been  with  us  a  day  or  two,  we  saw  that  neither  his 
conduct  nor  his  words  were  those  of  one  who  wished  to  be  a  disciple, 
and  we  afterwards  learned  that  he  had  come  to  Kiu-chau  to  recover 
a  debt,  but  that,  not  finding  the  man  he  wanted,  he  was  going  back 
to  Hang-chau.  He  knows  all  about  the  different  chapels,  and  may 
have  asked  for  baptism  somewhere,  though  he  says  he  has  not.  I 
know  you  would  be  careful  of  him,  I  only  fear  that  his  object  is  to 
extort  money  from  people,  for  I  heard  him  say  that  a  great  many 
owed  him  money,  and  also,  that  in  the  10th  month  he  had  a  lawsuit 
in  Hang-chau. 

"As  to  our  affairs  in  Kiu-chau,  thanks  be  to  Gbd,  all  is  going  on 
well.  For  the  last  few  days  we  have  had  more  people  coming  daily 
to  hear  the  truth  than  before;  and  those  who  are  inquiring  still 
attend  regfularly  on  Sunday.  The  man  named  Liu,  who  is  a  vege- 
tarian, has  brought  us  his  idols  and  ancestral  tablets  which  he  used 
to  worship.  As  to  his  vegetarianism,  we  always  advise  him  to  give 
it  up,  but  he  says  it  is  hard  to  do  this.  He  said  that  he  had  searched 
the  Scriptures,  and  found  from  Bom.  xiv.  and  1  Cor.  x.  that  it  did 
not  matter  whether  one  ate  meat  or  herbs.  We  explained  to  him 
that  what  was  said  in  Romans  did  not  apply  to  his  case,  because  he 
had  been  and  was  abstaining  from  meat  in  fulfilment  of  an  idolatrous 
vow,  and  in  order  to  gain  merit,  but  that  our  Saviour  Jesus  had 
atoned  for  our  sins  upon  the  cross,  and  would  have  us  trust  wholly  in 
Him,  without  attempting  to  add  any  righteousness  of  our  own.  And 
as  to  1  Cor.  x.,  that  did  not  apply  to  him  either,  for  it  spoke  of  the 
world  and  the  fulness  thereof  being  the  Lord's,  and  that,  therefore, 
nothing  was  unclean  in  itself;  that  we  who  believe  know  that  idols 
are  nothing,  but  do  not  eat  what  has  been  offered  to  them,  not 
because  it  is  unclean,  but  because  we  should  stumble  those  to  whom 
idols  and  their  offerings  are  realities.  We  referred  him  to  1  Tim.  i. 
4, 5,  and  showed  him  how  these  things  minister  questions  rather  than 
godly  edifying  which  is  in  faith,  begging  him  to  trust  fully  in  the 
Lord,  and  not  to  follow  his  own  devices.  We  did  not  arg^e  further 
with  him,  but  urg^ed  him  to  pray  to  God  about  it.  We  also  pray  for 
him.  We  think  it  better  to  delay  before  sending  his  idols  to  Hang- 
chau.  We  ask  your  prayers  for  him.  I  will  not  write  more  now,  for 
some  people  have  come  in,  to  whom  I  must  go  and  explain  the  truth. 
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"  I  take  up  my  pen  again  to  conclude  this  letter.  TViU  you  pleafie 
salute  Mrs.  McCarthy  and  your  f  amily,  and  also  Wdng  Sin-sang  and 
Tsiu  Sin-sang,  for  me. — ^Yours,  &c., 

"  TsiANa  SOH-LIANO." 

After  reading  this  and  extracts  from  the  other  letters 
from  Lan-k^i  and  Kiu-chau,  two  brethren  remembered 
them  in  prayer,  and  those  members  %f  the  Church  who  are 
out  on  the  Lord's  business.    The  doxology— 
*^  Praise  Gh>d,  from  whom  all  blessings  flow/' 

was  then  sung,  and  after  a  concluding  prayer  the  friends 
separated,  interested  and  encouraged,  to  remember,  we 
may  well  hope,  these  things  in  private  prayer  as  they  had 
in  public. 

I  have  not  yet  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Mr.  Steven- 
son; but  the  following  extracts  of  two  letters  from  him 
will  be  read  with  interest.  It  will  be  seen  that  he  has  just 
returned  from  visiting  his  out-stations  at  Shing-hien  and 
Sin-ch'ang. 

To  Mr.  Williamson. 

^'SKAO-HiNa,  December  20tA,  1872. 

^*  I  had  a  very  happy  time  in  the  country.    I  felt  Jesus  to  be  yery 

near  and  helping  me  to  speak ;  and  I  also  felt  considerably  encouraged 

as  I  saw  the  g^raoe  of  Qod  manifested  in  the  salvation  of  sinners. 

There  is  a  scholar  at  Shing-hien  who  seems  to  be  truly  converted,  and 

almost  all  his  house  too.    At  Sin-ch*ang  the  members  and  inquirers, 

without  any  pressure  from  me,  have  set  on  foot  a  subscription  list  for 

building  or  buying  a  chapel.     One  man  offers  50,000  cai^  another,  a 

joiner,  promises  30  days  work  and  1000  cash,  and  a  poor  man,  who  is 

often  sick,  promises  2000  cash  in  work ;  and  others  will  contribute 

according  to  their  ability.     I  feel  much  pleasure  in  telling  you  this, 

as  it  came  upon  me  most  unexpectedly.    I  believe  I  see  a  future  of 

blessing  in  this  quarter.    I  feel  as  if  tiiere  was  a  shaking  among  the 

dry  bones." 

To  Mb.  Taylor. 

"  I  am  glad  to  learn  from  Mr.  Williamson  that  you  are  in  Hang- 
chau,  and  hope  to  come  this  way  ere  long.  We  shall  look  forward 
with  pleasure  to  meeting  you  in  a  few  days.    We  feel  specially 
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encouraged  in  our  work  at  present  at  the  two  out-stations  which  I 
I  have  recently  visited.  At  Shing-hien  we  have  good  attentive 
audiences  in  the  room  to  which  we  removed  a  few  months  ago.  The 
Sia-ts^ai  of  whom  I  wrote  to  you  in  July  last,  I  hope  has  truly  closed 
with  Christ.  I  have  not  in  my  experience  met  with  a  more  decided 
and  clear  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  than  in  this  man's  case.  He  is  a 
first-rate  scholar,  and  a  man  of  considerable  influence  and  standing  in 
Shing-hien.  It  is  most  touching  to  hear  him  relate  how  Otod  has  led 
him  since  he  began  to  read  the  Scriptures.  His  wife  and  children 
also  believe,  and  they  gave  me  an  idol  which  they  had  in  the  house. 
There  is  also  encouragement  at  Sin-ch'ang ;  one  man  offers  60,000 
cash  to  buy  or  build  a  chapel,  and  others  promise  to  contribute  accord- 
ing to  their  ability.    Our  present  premises  are  not  very  suitable. 

^  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  work  in  Shao-hing  seems  to  be  at  a 
stand-still  at  present.  The  Siu-ts'ai  is  here  with  me ;  I  invited  him 
that  he  might  know  more  of  the  Word." 

I  have  mentioned  above  that  Mr.  Williamson  is  here. 
From  him  I  have  received  some  particulars  of  the  work  in 
the  Ning-hai*circle  of  stations. 

"  Funff-hwa. — For  the  last  eight  months  the  work  here  has  been 
principally  done  by  Mr.  Tsiang.  In  June  three  candidates  were 
received  into  membership  here,  and  another,  an  aged  woman,  about 
the  end  of  September.   Her  case  deserves  more  than  a  passing  notice. 

**  Having  passed  a  longer  period  than  the  average  term  of  life,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  she  found  herself  alone  in  the  world, 
with  scarcely  a  friend  or  relation  left.  Though  she  had  been  a 
devoted  and  sincere  worshipper  of  idols  all  her  life,  she  found  that  all 
her  incense-burning  and  supposed  works  of  merit  had  brought  her 
no  peace,  or  hope  beyond  the  grave.  In  this  state  of  mind  she  was 
met  by  one  of  our  aged  female  members,  who  told  her  of  the  Friend 
who  for  eighty-two  long  years  had  cared  for  her  and  supplied  her 
every  want,  but  whom  ^e  had  not  known.  She  told  her,  too,  of  His 
Son,  who  came  to  suffer  and  die  in  the  stead  of  lost  sinners,  to  deliver 
them  from  that  *  misery  of  the  after  life'  which  she  so  much  dreaded,, 
and  to  bestow  on  her  that,  and  far  beyond  that,  true  happiness,  which 
for  long  years  she  had  been  vainly  striving  to  obtain.  She  heard  the 
tidings  gladly ;  came  to  the  chapel  to  hear  more,  and  during  the  long 
hot  summer  walked  every  Lord's  day  about  half  a  mile  to  the  chapel,, 
and  remained  to  both  the  services  when  the  thermometer  was  nearly 
100<<  F.  in  the  shade. 
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^  Owing  to  her  great  age  her  sight  and  hearing  were  somewhat 
impaired,  but  gradually  the  truths  of  the  gospel  were  unfolded  to  her» 
and  what  she  did  comprehend  she  retained  with  considerable  tenacity. 
Eventually  she  became  a  candidate  for  baptism.  On  examination  we 
were  convinced  of  her  sincerity,  but  suggested  that  it  might  be  well 
to  defer  for  a  time  her  reception,  that  she  might  first  gain  a  more 
intelligent  apprehension  of  some  of  the  truths  of  our  faith.  She 
replied  that  she  knew  and  believed  in  the  One  Living  and  True  Grod, 
and  trusted  alone  in  the  merits  of  His  Son,  her  Saviour.  Had  she 
known  the  glad  tidings  sooner  how  jo3rfully  she  would  have  received 
them !  but  she  thanked  €k»d  she  had  heard  them  before  it  was  too 
late.  She  was  anxious  at  once  to  be  received  into  Church  fellowship. 
'  For,'  said  she  mournfully,  *  my  day  is  nearly  spent,  the  sun  is  going 
down,  there  is  no  time  for  deferring  in  my  case,*  words  which, 
I  trust,  I  shall  never  forget,  but  by  the  Lord's  grace  keep  in  mind, 
and  work  while  it  is  day.  It  is  almost  needless  to  add  that  her 
request  was  acceded  to,  and  she  was  received.  She  seems  to  be 
resting  on  the  sure  foundation,  and  peacefully  awaiting  the  time  of 
her  departure. 

"One  of  the  members,  previously  suspended,  has  been  restored. 
But  a  case  of  discipline  was  pending  when  I  left,  whicn  may  result  in 
the  suspension  of  two  others.  The  total  number  of  natives  in  com- 
munion was  twenty-three. 

"  *0'Z  and  Bzao-ta'cng, — ^Here  there  has  been  little  -visible  progress 
for  a  considerable  time.  There  are  now  only  fifteen  members 
and  one  candidate  for  baptism.  Owing  to  the  sickness  of  Wong 
Kyiio-yiao  (the  old  farmer)  the  preaching  at  Dzao-ts'eng  has  not 
been  so  regularly  kept  up,  but  when  he  has  been  able  to  go  there  the 
attendance  has  been  considerable ;  but  there  is  at  present  no  visible 
result  from  the  services.  The  people  of  the  villages  in  this  district 
are  divided  into  dans,  which  makes  it  very  difficult  for  one  of  their 
nimiber  to  declare  himself  a  Christian.  There  are  often  hundreds,  or 
even  thousands  of  people  in  one  village  or  town,  all  of  one  surname  ; 
and  they  are  so  intimately  connected  with  each  other,  that  any  step 
taken  by  a  member  of  the  clan  which  is  considered  by  the  rest  to  be 
a  departure  from  the  religion  of  their  ancestors,  will  entail  upon  him 
considerable  persecution  and  loss  of  property,  almost  amounting  in 
some  cases  to  his  becoming  virtually  an  outlaw. 

"iVmy-Aat. — In  this  neighbourhood  the  native  members  now 
number  eight.  Besides  the  house  at  Dong-'o,  a  meeting-place  has 
been  opened  in  another  village,  called  Gyiao-bang,  where  several  of 
the  Christians  reside,  and  where  there  seems  greater  promise  of 
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encouragement.  This  room  has  been  rented  by  the  natives  them- 
selves. It  is  possible  that  Neng-kwe  may  eventually  remove  to  this 
village. 

"The  qaarterly  meetings  are  well  kept  np,  and  seem  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  much  good.  Each  successive  meeting  appears  to  deepen  in 
interest;  and  the  united  prayer  and  conference  over  the  various 
matters  connected  with  the  work  knit  all  the  helpers  together,  and 
strengthen  their  hands  in  the  Lord.  At  the  last  meeting,  held  in 
November,  immediately  after  Mr.  Orombie*s  return,  it  was  stated  that 
14,934  cash  had  been  contributed  by  the  members  during  the  past  five 
months,  for  the  purpose  of  furthering  the  Lord*s  work,  exclusive  of 
the  ordinary  contributions  at  collections  on  the  Lord's  day." 

Of  general  intelligence  of  the  work  in  the  other  stations, 
I  have  as  yet  little  to  convey.  Mr.  Williamson  informs  me 
that  the  difficulties  with  the  landlords  at  Wun-chau,  which 
made  oxir  friends  there  fear  they  would  lose  their  chapel, 
and,  perhaps,  dwelling-house  too,  are  removed,  and  matters 
are  arranged  on  a  better  footing  than  before.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  Fishe,  who  were  at  T'ai-chau  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Eudland,  have  been  called  to  sorrow  over  the  removal  of 
their  babe,  about  the  same  time  that  the  latter  were  bereaved 
of  theirs.  All  our  friends  will  sympathize  with  the  tried 
parents :  may  the  consolations  of  Christ  abound  towards 
them.  He  alone  can  fuU^  sound  the  depths  of  human 
sorrow ;  He  alone  can  adequately  sustain  and  comfort  the 
aching  heart.  Owing  to  the  need  of  more  help  in  our 
Northern  stations,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Fishe  leftT*ai-chau  and 
reached  Chin-kiang  on  October  11th.  On  the  25th  ult. 
Mrs.  Fishe  gave  birth  to  a  son.  Both  were  doing  well 
when  we  last  heard. 

Nor  can  I  close  this  letter  without  making  you  sharers 
in  our  deep  sorrow  at  learning  that  one  of  our  most  trusted 
and  respected  helpers  in  the  North  has  had  to  be  sus- 
pended in  Chin-kiang  &om  communion,  on  account  of  gross 
immorality ;  indeed,  the  whole  state  of  the  work  there  and 
in  Yang-chau  and  Ts*ing-kiang-p'u  appears  to  call  for 
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much  prayer.  Many  of  the  native  Christians  seem  to  be 
Tery  dead,  and  seldom  attend  the  public  services.  As  1 
hope  ere  long  to  visit  these  stations,  and  to  seek  by  prayer 
with  them  and  exhortation  to  stimulate  them  to  a  more 
earnest  and  consistent  walk,  I  would  now  only  ask 
much  prayer  for  them.  Knowing  their  difficulties  and 
discouragements,  and  how  they  have  imavoidably  been 
neglected,  I  am  more  grieved  than  astonished ;  and  being 
fuUy  convinced  that  many  of  them  have  reedly  received  the 
grace  of  God,  I  hope  in  Him  respecting  them.  Pray,  dear 
friends,  that  the  Good  Shepherd  who  seeks  His  wandering 
sheep  until  He  finds  them,  may  manifest  His  own  heart  of 
untiring  love  in  me  and  in  all  our  number. 

May  the  God  of  all  grace  ever  encompass  you  with  His 
favoiu'. — In  Him,  yours  gratefully, 

J.  Hudson  Taylor. 


THE  converted  BASKET-MAKER. 

In  our  last,  we  gave  some  account  of  the  conversion  and 
subsequent  labours  of  Mr.  Tsiu  and  his  mother. .  Mr.  Tsiu 
is  a  person  of  more  than  usual  ability  and  education.  We 
propose  now  to  give  some  accoimt  of  another  of  our  native 
helpers,  one  who  was  bom  in  a  rough  country  district,  and 
brought  up  without  any  educational  advantages.  But  the 
same  Spirit  who  used  his  more  educated  brother,  has  used 
him  in  the  same  work — ^that  of  bringing  poor  sinners  to  a 
precious  Saviour.  His  name  is  Fong  Neng-kwe.  We 
have  no  definite  recollection  of  the  history  of  his  early  days, 
but  learn  from  an  accoimt  written  by  Mr.  Crombie,  that 
he  was  bom  at  Do-gyiao,  a  large  village  near  to  the  citj 
of  Fung-hwa,  and  that  he  learned  his  trade  of  basket* 
making,  &c,  at  'Ong-zih,  a  district  containing  four  or  five 
towns  near  to  each  other,  and  situated  about  half  way 
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between  Fung-hwa  and  Ning-hai.  It  is  in  this  district 
that  he  is  now  labouring  as  a  colporteur. 

After  his  apprenticeship  was  over,  he  continued  to  work 
at  'Ong-zih  as  a  journeyman,  and  married  there.  His 
y6ung  wife  died  about  a  year  after  their  marriage.  "  Poor 
Neng-kwe!"  writes  Mr.  Crombie,  "he  could  speak  no 
word  of  comfort  to  her  as  she  was  stepping  into  the  dark 
unknown  future,  for  he  had  not  then  heard  of  Him  who  is 
the  resurrection  and  the  life,  and  who  brought  life  and  im- 
mortality to  light  through  the  gospel.  She  died  without 
hope,  as,  alas!  millions  are  dying  in  China  every  year." 
Subsequently  he  removed  to  Ning-po,  and  it  was  there  that 
our  acquaintance  with  him  commenced. 

In  the  year  1858,  we  were  residing  in  Ning-po,  in  the 
Wu-gyiao-deo  Street.  Our  mission  room  there  was  for  a 
time  well  attended,  but  when  the  novelty  wore  off,  it 
became  difficult  to  collect  an  audience.  We  thought  of  the 
plan  of  exhibiting  each  evening  a  Scripture  print,  and 
giving  an  address  based  on  it.  We  put  up  a  notice  to  that 
effect,  which  soon  had  the  desired  result,  for  the  room  was 
filled,  and  persons  had  to  stand  without,  unable  to  effect 
an  entrance.  The  well-coloured  prints  were  greatly 
admired,  and  the  narratives  coimected  with  them  were 
deeply  interesting  to  those  who  heard  them  for  the  first 
time ;  and  care  was  taken  not  to  finish  the  story  without 
pointing  out,  as  clearly  as  possible,  both  man's  need  and 
Qod's  remedy.  After  these  meetings,  those  who  wished  it 
were  invited  to  remain  for  private  conversation.  There 
were  many  difficulties  connected  with  the  work  in  those 
days.  We  had  no  native  helpers  and  few  converts.  But 
God  worked,  and  souls  were  saved. 

One  night  the  subject,  if  memory  serveSi  was  "the 
prodigal  son."  The  room  was  full,  and  many  remained 
behind  for  conversation.    The  thought  of  Qod  as  a  Father, 
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as  unselfisli,  readj  to  act  in  pure  grace  to  returning 
prodigals,  was  new  to  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  hearers. 
Among  those  who  remained  were  three  basket-makers — 
one  of  them  was  our  friend  Neng-kwe.  He  had  some 
acquaintances  among  the  Bomanists,  and  had  been  to  their 
Chapel,  but  what  he  had  seen  there  was  very  different  boin 
what  he  now  heard.  There  he  saw  persons  directed  to  atone 
for  their  sins  by  penances  of  various  kinds,  here  he  heard  of 
free  pardon  through  the  one  atonement  of  Christ.  There 
he  heard  of  purgatory — here  he  learned  that  the  blood  of 
Christ  perfectly  cleanses  fi'om  all  sin  and  rescues  poor 
sinners  from  eternal  woe,  making  them  heirs  of  eternal 
blessedness.  Night  after  night  Neng-kwe  and  his  friends 
attended  the  meetings  with  deepening  interest ;  and  when 
we  commenced  a  night-school  for  teaching  persons  to  read 
and  write  the  Romanised  colloquial,  they  at  once  joined  it. 
They  were  diligent  in  their  study  for  a  time,  but  it  was 
soon  rumoured  that  they  were  about  to  become  Christians, 
and  they  began  to  meet  with  opposition  and  scorn.  First 
one  and  then  another  of  the  basket-makers  became  irre- 
gular in  attendance,  and  finally  altogether  ceased  coming. 
We  began  to  fear  that  so  it  might  prove  with  Neng-kwe ; 
but  he  persevered,  became  a  candidate  for  reception  into 
the  church,  and  after  a  time,  was  baptized  by  Mr.  Jones. 

Neng-kwe  did  not  find  it  an  easy  matter  to  act  as  a 
Christian,  ffis  master,  indeed,  did  not  object  to  give  him 
his  Sundays  to  attend  the  Sunday-schools  and  public 
meetings,  which  occupied  almost  the  whole  of  the  Lord's 
day,  because  that  on  the  other  six  days  Neng-kwe  coxdd 
and  did  do  all  the  work  that  his  master  had  for  him,  while 
the  latter  only  had  to  pay  for  six  instead  of  seven  days' 
labour.  But  Neng-kwe's  wages  were  very  low  before,  2d. 
a  day  and  his  food ;  then  he  earned  Is.  2d.  a  week  and 
seven  days'  food,  now  he  only  had  Is.,  out  of  which  he  had 
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to  purchase  provisions  for  Sunday,  which  could  not  cost 
him  less  than  2Jd.  to  3d.,  situated  as  he  was,  without  the 
means  of  cooking  for  himself.  Perhaps  some  persons  in 
Great  Britain  might  be  startled  if  they  found  that  the  pro- 
fession of  Christianity  was  to  cost  them  one-third  of  their 
whole  income.  Nor  was  this  all;  when  the  busy  season 
came  round  the  poor  man  was  repeatedly  thrown  out  of 
employment  on  account  of  his  refusal  to  work  on  the 
Lord's-day.  By  Q-od's  grace  he  kept  on  his  way,  however,, 
and  was  used  in  the  conversion  of  several  persons. 

On  one  occasion  he  was  working  for  his  master  at  the^ 
house  of  a  wealthy  family,  when  he  was  requested  by  somo 
of  the  ladies  to  make  them  a  basket  for  incense.  He 
declined,  and  told  them  he  could  not  now  make  anjrthing 
for  idolatrous  use,  as  he  had  become  a  Christian.  Many 
questions  were  asked  him,  affording  a  good  opportunity  of 
telling  to  those  in  a  position  least  likely  to  hear  it,  the 
story  of  the  Cross.  The  ladies  seemed  more  amused  than 
concerned  by  the  workman's  message,  and  thought  it  very 
strange  that  a  poor  man  like  Neng-kwe  should  have  a 
conscience  opposed  to  his  own  interests.  But  there  was  a 
painter  and  decorator  at  work  in  the  same  house  to  whom 
the  message  had  a  far  deeper  interest.  It  led  to  further 
conversations,  and  ultimately  resulted  in  the  conversion  of 
JTdnff  Za'dfiin^  who  visited  England  some  ten  years  ago, 
and  who  is  now  co-pastor  with  Mr.  McCarthy  of  the  native 
church  at  Hang-chau. 

At  another  time  Neng-kwe' s  master  told  him  that  he 
really  must  come  and  work  on  the  following  Sunday,  for 
he  could  not  now  spare  him  as  he  had  done  when  their 
trade  was  slack.  Neng-kwe  replied  that  he  had  agreed 
with  his  master  to  work  six  days  and  rest  one,  and  that  his 
soul  needed  feeding  as  well  as  his  body.  His  master  told 
him,  however,  that  he  must  either  come  on  the  Sunday  or 
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•consider  himself  dismissed,  which,  latter  he  well  knew 
Neng-kwe  would  find  a  serious  trial.  He  stood  firm, 
though  tried,  and  did  not  go  to  work  on  Sunday.  His 
master,  who  valued  him  as  a  workman,  did  not  wish  to 
lose  him,  but  to  compel  him  to  accept  his  terms,  and, 
therefore,  asked  other  employers  not  to  take  him  on ; 
hence,  when  the  poor  man  sought  new  work  on  Monday, 
he  could  find  none.  When  all  his  efforts  proved  ineffec- 
tual, he  was  much  cast  down.  He  thought,  *'  Satan  is 
setting  hard  on  me,  but  I  will  resist  him,  and  if  he  wiU 
not  let  me  have  work  to  do,  I  will  use  my  time  in  en- 
deavouring to  overthrow  his  kingdom."  So  he  went  to  a 
tea-shop,  determined  to  preach  the  gospel.  While  sitting 
there,  speaking  to  the  people,  his  own  burden  became 
lightened,  and  his  troubles  looked  less  gloomy  as  he  dwelt 
on  the  God  of  love,  who  Himself  had  seen  and  felt  man's 
need,  and  had  given  His  own  dear  Son  to  redeem  the  lost 
and  ruined.  His  faith  was  streng^ened,  and  the  more 
cheerfully  did  he  continue  speaking;  some,  the  while, 
going  out  to  pursue  their  avocations,  while  others  came  in 
and  took  their  places.  Among  the  latter  an  elderly  man, 
a  farmer,  came  in  and  sat  down  near.  He  listened  with 
great  attention  and  interest,  and  when  Neng-kwe  finished 
entered  into  conversation  with  him,  and  declared  his  desire 
of  learning  more  of  this,  to  him,  new  and  strange  religion. 
Neng-kwe  gladly  continued  his  conversation,  and,  after  a 
few  questions,  found  that  he  came  from  the  same  district, 
though  not  irom  the  same  village,  as  himself,  and  was 
very  desirous  of  learning  what  Christianity  was.  He  told 
the  old  farmer  that  if  he  really  wished  to  know  the  truth 
about  the  matter,  he  must  draw  water  first  from  the 
fountain:  learn  to  read  the  Word  of  Ood  for  himself. 
''Alas! "  said  the  old  man,  "  I  do  not  know  how  to  read, 
and  am  too  old  to  loam."     "No,  you  are  not,"  replied 
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Neng-kwG,  *'for,  with  the  gospel,  God  hew  given  us  an 
easy  method  of  reading.  I  did  not  know  one  character, 
not  even  *the  figure  one'  [a  strong  and  hyperbolical 
expression  of  ignorance  of  the  character,  the  figure  one 
being  a  mere  horizontal  line  like  our  dash  — ],  but  now  I 
can  read  the  colloquial  Scriptures  and  hymn  book,  and,  if 
you  like,  will  teach  you."  On  hearing  this,  the  farmer 
decided  on  moving  from  the  lodging-house  where  he  was 
staying  to  that  one  in  which  Neng-kwe  lodged,  and  that 
day  commenced  the  task  of  learning  the  Boman  alphabet. 
He  mastered  some  six  letters  the  first  afternoon,  and 
acquired,  as  well,  a  further  knowledge  of  the  nature  and 
object  of  the  gospel.  Next  morning  Neng-kwe  sought 
again  for  work,  and  this  time  with  success.  His  faith  had 
been  tried,  but  he  had  done  the  work  for  which  he  had 
been  kept  out  of  employ  the  day  before.  His  new  place  of 
work  was  not  far  from  our  house,  so  he  was  able  to  run  in 
during  his  breakfast  time  to  tell  of  the  Lord's  dealings 
with  him,  and  to  introduce  his  new  friend  to  us.  After  a 
few  words  of  thanksgiving  with  him,  Neng-kwe  went  back 
to  his  work,  leaving  the  old  farmer,  whose  time  was  now 
at  his  own  disposal,  to  make  a  longer  stay.  The  latter 
related  a  strange  story,  to  which,  at  the  time,  we  did  not 
give  much  credence.     It  was  as  follows : — 

Some  six  or  seven  months  before,  he  was  at  home,  iU  of 
dysentery,  near  the  point  of  death,  as  all  thought.  One 
day  he  was  alone  in  the  house,  all  his  family  being  out 
at  work,  when  he  heard  himself  distinctly  called  by  name. 
He  was  perfectly  conscious,  and  awake.  He  looked  round  the 
room,  there  was  no  one  there.  He  felt  very  uncomfortable, 
got  out  of  bed,  and,  though  unable  from  weakness  to  walk 
across  the  room,  made  his  way  round  it,  with  the  help  of 
the  furniture  and  the  walls,  to  the  door ;  but  there  was  na 
one  there.     He  got  back  to  his  bed  again  as  best  he  could ; 
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and  while  pondermg  over  the  matter,  and  wondering 
whether  he  oould  have  been  mistaken,  he  heard  the  voice 
a  seoond  time.  Again  he  rose  and  went  to  the  door, 
anxious  to  find  the  one  who  might  have  spoken ;  but  still 
no  one  was  near.  Alarmed,  he  feebly  made  his  way  back 
into  bed,  and  buried  his  &oe  beneath  the  coverlet,  now 
thinking  that  the  voice  he  had  heard  was  the  summons 
of  death,  and  fearing  that  he  might  see  some  hideous 
apparition  come  to  drag  his  spirit  he  knew  not  whither. 
Instead  of  this,  however,  he  heard  the  voice  a  third  time ; 
and  now  it  directed  him  to  make  an  infusion  of  some 
simple  herb  which  would  cure  him,  and  he  was  further 
instructed  to  go  upon  his  recovery  to  Ning-po,  where  he 
would  learn  of  a  new  religion  which  he  should  follow. 
When  his  family  came  home  he  told  them  to  make  him 
the  herb-tea,  under  the  use  of  which  he  soon  recovered ; 
and,  when  strong  enough,  he  did  come  to  Ning-po. 
Having  no  other  means  of  obtaining  a  livelihood,  he 
supported  himself  as  a  grass-cutter.  (There  is  no  meadow  or 
pasture  land  in  China,  so  grass-cutters  seek  the  grass  that 
grows  about  the  banks  of  canals,  xmder  city  walls,  or  on 
them,  around  grave-mounds,  &c.,  and  sell  it  to  those  who, 
like  soldiers,  keep  horses,  or,  like  millers  and  oil-pressers, 
use  cattle  to  work  their  mills.)  He  had  been  in  Ning-po 
for  some  months,  but  had  never  heard  the  gospel  before. 
As  soon,  however,  as  he  heard  it  from  the  lips  of  Neng- 
kwe,  he  concluded  that  it  must  be  the  'new  religion' 
which  he  had  been  directed  to  seek.  When  we  heard  his 
story  we  thought  that  most  likely  he  had  some  interested 
motive  in  coming  to  us — that,  perhaps,  he  was  engaged  in 
some  lawsuit,  or  wanted  employment.  But,  whatever  his 
motive  might  be,  he  was  willing  to  learn  to  read  the 
Scriptures,  and  God's  Word  has  saved  many  a  one  who 
first   read   it   from   wrong   or   imperfect  motives.     We 
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encouraged  hiniy  therefore,  to  persevere,  and  he  did  so; 
but,  before  he  had  mastered  the  difficulties  of  reading,  our 
fears  were  gone,  and  we  all  felt  we  were  dealing  with  a 
true,  though,  perhaps,  a  peculiar  man.  He  soon  professed 
faith  in  Christ,  and,  after  due  probation,  was  received  into 
our  little  native  Church  with  great  joy.  Thus  was  led  to 
Christ,  JFdnff  KyUd-yiaOf  the  indefatigable  evangelist,  now 
labouring  at  '0-z  and  Dzao-ts'eng. 

In  the  course  of  the  following  year,  owing  to  the  return 
of  Dr.  Parker  to  Scotland,  I  took  up  the  medical  charge 
of  the  Ning-po  hospital.  In  order  to  give  the  natives  the 
benefit  of  Christian  example  as  well  as  precept,  I  removed 
all  the  imconverted  employes,  and  substituted  Christian 
natives  for  them.  This  change  Dr.  Parker  had  long 
desired  to  make,  but  had  been  unable  to  accomplish  it,  for 
native  Christians  were  few  in  those  days.  Among  those 
whom  I  engaged  were  the  basket-maker,  Neng-kwe,  the 
farmer,  Kyiio-yiao,  and  the  painter,  Wong  Lee-djiin.  They 
all  served  the  Lord  faithfully,  and  employed  their  spare 
time  in  reading  to  those  who  wished  to  hear,  and  in 
teaching  those  who  desired  it  to  read  the  Eomanized 
colloquial.  In  the  course  of  eight  or  nine  months  nearly 
fifty  persons  professed  faith  in  Christ,  as  the  result  of  these 
labours,  many  of  whom  are  stUl  serving  the  Lord.  At  the 
end  of  this  time  the  hospital  had  to  be  closed  from  the 
failure  of  my  health ;  and  some  time  later  the  old  fSetrmer 
returned  to  his  native  district,  to  convey  to  his  family  and 
friends  the  glad  tidings  he  had  heard. 

Two  or  three  years  after  this,  Mr.  Meadows  visited  the 
district  in  which  the  old  fanner  lived.  I  do  not  think  that 
any  member  of  his  family  had  at  this  time  received  the 
gospel,  but  they  and  all  the  people  about  had  heard  its 
message.  Mr.  Meadows,  writing  an  account  of  his  visit, 
said  that  within  a  radius  of  ten  miles  of  Kyiio-yiao's  house. 
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he  could  scarcely  find  an  adult  who  had  not  heard  the 
gospel  from  his  lips.  And  though  at  first  the  message 
seemed  to  fall  on  yeiy  barren  soil,  the  time  of  blessing  did 
come  at  length.  His  wife,  in  1867,  and  subsequently  his 
son  and  daughter,  were  converted;  many  of  the  neighbours 
heard,  and  some  receired,  the  truth ;  and  the  old  farmer 
began  to  wonder  what  was  to  be  done  for  them.  At  last 
he  proposed  to  his  wife  to  set  apart  one  room  for  worship, 
and  to  invite  the  neighbours  to  regular  services.  After 
some  demur  she  consented ;  and  the  room,  which  doubtless 
needed  it,  as  Chinese  housed  seldom  have  chimneys,  was 
white-washed  and  fitted  up  as  a  little  chapel.  The  work 
continued  to  progpress,  until  there  were  eighteen  members 
in  fellowship.  One  death,  that  of  the  old  man's  wife;  one 
removal,  that  of  the  son,  now  a  preacher  of  the  gospel  in 
Ning-hai ;  and  one  suspension  from  communion,  have  re- 
duced them  to  fifteen  at  the  present  time. 

Leaving  the  old  farmer,  we  will  now  return  to  the 
basket-maker,  Neng-kwe.  When  the  Tai-ping  rebels  took 
Ning-po,  he  was  induced  to  ent^r  into  their  employ,  and 
was  soon  led  by  them  into  veiy  evil  ways,  which  resulted 
in  suspension  from  communion.  When  they  were  driven 
away  from  the  city  they  took  Neng-kwe  with  them.  How 
&r  beyond  Hang-chau  he  was  taken,  I  do  not  know,  nor 
how  he  made  his  escape  from  them.  He  underwent  many 
hardships,  and  had  many  very  narrow  escapes  from  being 
re-captured  by  roving  bands  of  rebels,  ere  he  reached 
Ning-po  in  safety.  After  a  time  he  was  restored  to  com- 
munion, and  ever  since  then  he  has  manifested  the  same 
zeal  for  the  conversion  of  souls  which  characterized  his 
first  love.  Early  in  the  year  1865,  he  was  engaged  as  a 
colporteur  in  connexion  with  the  church  at  Wu-gyiao-deo. 

GK>d's  seal  was  soon  put  on  his  employment  in  this 
capacity.     Almost  the  first  time  he  went  out  to  preach,  he 
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met  with  a  basket-maker  in  the  temple  of  the  guardian  god 
of  the  city  of  Ning-po,  among  the  crowd  of  listeners  to 
whom  he  preached,  who  appeared  to  listen  with  more  than 
ordinary  interest.  Afterwards  he  entered  into  conyersation 
with  him,  and  answered  the  questions  which  arose  in  the 
mind  of  his  hearer.  On  parting,  he  invited  him  to  come  to 
the  Wu-gyiao-deo  chapel  on  Sunday.  He  came,  to  Neng- 
kwe's  great  joy,  and  soon  showed  evidence  of  the  work  of 
the  Spirit  in  his  heart.  He  became  a  member  of  the 
church,  and  great  hopes  were  being  entertained  of  his 
future  usefulness,  when  he  was  removed  to  the  better  land. 
Mr.  Meadows  wrote  of  him,  **  He  had  a  quiet  unassuming 
disposition,  not  over-zealous,  but  very  steady  and  consistent 
and  in  the  affairs  of  the  church  he  was  very  faithful.  He 
was  a  member  for  about  three  years,  during  which  time 
I  did  not  see  an  unworthy  act  in  his  conduct.  As  the  tribe 
or  clan  required  him  to  sacrifice  to  their  forefathers,  he 
willingly  gave  up  his  share  in  the  '  ancestral  land,'  rather 
than  comply ;  by  doing  which  he  incurred  the  displeasure 
of  his  father,  and  brought  down  the  curses  of  many  families 
upon  his  head." 

Later  in  the  year  1865,  Neng-kwe  was  removed  to  the 
village  of  K'ong-p'u  some  four  miles  from  Ning-po,  where 
there  were  at  the  time  two  female  members  of  the  Wu- 
g3dao-deo  church.  Here  again  he  was  soon  owned  of  God. 
On  May  1st,  1866,  Mr.  Meadows  wrote,  giving  an  account 
of  the  baptism  of  ten  persons  the  Sunday  before— seven 
women,  and  three  men ;  six  bf  the  women  and  one  of  the 
men  being  the  fruit  of  Neng-kwe' s  labours. 


In  ffitmoxiam. 

On  the  12tli  ult.,  our  faithful  xnifisionary^  Mr  George 
Duncan,  fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  at  Torquay,  aged  twenty-nine. 

For  six  years  he  has  been  an  indefatigable  labourer  in 
China.  He  went  out,  with  other  missionaries,  in  1866 ; 
and  for  a  few  months  remained  in  Hang-chau,  studying 
the  language,  in  which,  by  his  indomitable  perseverance, 
he  made  rapid  progress.  His  first  missionary  journey^ 
early  in  1867,  was  southward;  and  one  blessed  result  of 
that  journey  is  given  by  Mr.  Taylor  on  page  33  of  the 
present  Occasional  Paper.  In  September  of  the  same  year 
(eleven  months  after  his  arrival  in  China),  he  went  alone 
to  Nankin,  to  attempt  an  opening  for  mission  work  there. 
He  was  unable  to  get  a  house  for  some  weeks,  and  during 
that  time  he  resided  in  the  drum-tower,  in  a  miserable 
little  side  compartment  formed  by  pieces  of  matting,  and 
where  the  noise  of  the  drum,  at  various  hours  of  night 
and  day,  and  the  multitude  of  rats  which  shared  his  little 
tent,  in  no  way  added  to  his  comfort  or  assisted  him  in  his 
study  of  the  language  (in  a  dialect  quite  different  ^m 
that  which  he  had  learned  at  Hang-chau).  Indeed  he 
has  himself  since  said  that  he  wondered  how  he  ever  lived 
there.  From  thence  he  advanced  to  the  possession  of  a 
room  and  a  half  in  a  carpenter's  house. 

After  many  difficulties  and  disappointments,  some  pre- 
mises were  at  length  secured  for  a  mission  station,  and 
Mr.  Duncan  then  left  Nankin  for  Shanghai,  for  his  mar- 
riage. On  the  way,  however,  he  called  at  Yang-chau, 
and  in  God's  providence  happening  to  arrive  there  just  on 
the  eve  of  the  terrible  riot  of  August  1868,  he  determined 
to  stay  with  those  in  danger  rather  than  at  once  pursue 
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liis  way  to  the  accomplishment  of  his  own  heart's  desire. 
And  the  comfort  afforded  bj  his  presence  and  help,  and 
calm  self-possession  in  the  face  of  danger  and  death,  can 
only  be  fully  appreciated  by  those  for  whose  sakes  he 
stayed.  The  details  of  that  riot  hare  been  already  so 
folly  given  *  that  we  need  not  repeat  them  here. 

After  his  marriage,  he  returned,  with  Mrs.  Duncan,  to 
Nankin,  and  a  month  or  so  later  had  the  joy  of  baptizing 
his  teacher,  and  of  witnessing,  day  by  day,  a  crowded 
attendance  at  the  newly  opened  chapel.  Three  more  were 
baptized  in  Jime  of  the  following  year,  (1869,)  in  one  of 
whom,  an  opium-smoker,  a  most  marked  change  of  life 
and  character  was  wrought.  These  converts  are  now  as 
sheep  without  a  shepherd:  we  l^ave  no  one  to  send  to 
Nankin ;  and  therefore  would  ask  very  especial  prayer  for 
these  few  Christians,  surrounded  as  they  are  by  the  mass 
of  heathen  darkness  and  crime. 

But  Mr.  Duncan  was  essentially  a  pioneer,  and  he  next 
turned  his  attention  to  Ts'ing-kiang-p'u,  a  town  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  old  course  of  the  Yellow  Biver,  where 
that  river  is  crossed  by  the  Grand  Canal.  After  the 
usual  di£&culties,  a  house  was  secured  and  a  native  assis- 
tant stationed  there.  In  Mrs.  Judd's  bible- woman  we  have 
<U  least  one  bright  example  of  true  conversion  in  this  city. 

Again  he  returned  to  the  city  of  his  adoption,  upon 
which  may  God  have  mercy,  for  Jesns'  sake ;  for  there  is 
hardly  a  comer  or  street  or  tea-shop  in  the  whole  place 
where  the  gospel  has  not  been  proclaimed  by  our  dear 
brother.  The  results  now  seen  are  few,  compared  with  the 
seed  sown ;  but  the  case  recorded  of  his  visit  to  Lan-k4, 
in  which  fruit  is  found  £ve  years  affcer,  should  encourage 

*  See  Occasional  Paper,  No.  16, 
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us  to  0xpeet  harvest  to  follow  seed-time.  One  soweth  and 
another  reapeth;  but  both  he  that  soweth  and  he  that 
reapeth  shall  rejoice  together. 

The  year  1870  being  one  of  much  political  excitement 
throughout  China,  all  ladies  were,  by  order  of  Her 
Majesty's  authorities,  recalled  from  the  interior.  Mrs* 
Duncan  was  therefore  sent  down  to  Chin-kiang ;  and  Mr. 
Duncan  remained  alone  for  three  or  four  months,  except  a 
few  weeks  in  which  Mr.  Harvey  was  with  him.  At  one 
time  the  magistrates  of  the  city  visited  him,  actually  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  he  really  had  in  the 
house,  as  reported,  large  coppers  for  boiling  children. 
When  the  excitement  subsided,  he  was  rejoined  by  Mrs. 
Duncan ;  none  too  soon,  for  already  the  illness  had  com- 
menced which  has  proved  to  be  GK>d's  summons  to  his 
servant.  He  had  taken  a  severe  cold,  and  being  alone 
was  without  any  remedies  or  means  of  nursing ;  it  there- 
fore resulted  in  inflammation  of  the  lungs.  He  was  very  ill 
all  that  winter,  (1870-1,)  but  not  laid  up;  and  as  spring 
came  round  he  seemed  to  get  better,  went  out  to  preaxih 
as  usual,  and  even  took  upon  himself  the  charge  of  another 
station  in  addition  to  his  own ;  as  Mr.  Meadows,  whose 
health  had  quite  broken  down,  was  obliged  to  leave  for 
England.  He  spent  his  time  between  Nankin  and  Gan- 
k'ing,  tin  the  beginning  of  1872;  when  a  relapse  incapaci- 
tated him  for  a  time.  But  he  was  able  to  go  again  to 
Gan-k'ing,  for  the  baptism  of  three  converts,  one  of  whom 
had  been  an  inquirer  when  Mr.  Meadows  was  there.  This 
summer,  however,  he  did  not  rally  as  before,  and  on 
September  30th — exactly  six  years,  to  a  day,  of  his  arrival 
in  China — he  left  for  England. 

On  the  way  home  his  health  somewhat  improved,  but 
on  reaching  Marseilles  he  took  cold,  which  again  excited 
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his  cough ;  60  that  on  arriTing  in  London  he  was  in  a  very 
low  state.  No  time  was  lost  in  seeking  the  best  medical 
advice.  The  two  physicians  who  saw  him  in  London  gave 
litde  hope  of  his  recovery,  and  advised  his  immediate 
removal  to  Torqnay;  whither  he  accordingly  went  two 
weeks  after  reaching  England.  It  was  hoped  that  the 
mild  air  of  that  place  would  relieve  the  cough  and  chest 
symptoms,  which  was  decidedly  the  case ;  but  the  daily 
returning  attacks  of  fever  and  ague,  which  resisted  all 
treatment,  brought  on  a  complication  of  complaints  which 
caused  him  to  sink  rapidly.  At  one  time  he  suffered 
intense  pain,  but  his  desire  to  recover  and  return  to  China 
was  still  so  strong,  that,  at  his  request,  many  Christian 
friends  united  in  prayer  for  his  recovery,  if  such  should  be 
in  accordance  with  the  will  of  Gh)d.  But  it  was  not  His 
will  that  he  should  recover,  though  great  relief  itom  pain 
and  a  temporary  amendment  were  granted.  He  was  aleo 
much  sustained  and  comforted,  though  his  mental  powers 
were  weakened  by  the  opiates  given  to  procure  sleep. 
Those  who  were  constantly  with  him  could  see  how  the 
spirit  was  ripening.  He  was  unable  to  speak  much,  but 
his  patience  in  suffering  (not  natural  to  him),  his  full 
submission  to  the  will  of  G-od,  and  his  thankfulness  for 
every  mercy,  were  specially  manifested.  Almost  to  the 
last,  his  great  desire  and  expectation  were  to  return  to 
China;  and  towards  the  closing  hours,  when  his  mind 
wandered  he  fancied  himself  there,  and  mentioned  some 
of  the  natives  by  name.    His  last  audible  words  were 

**  Bless  the  Lord,  O ^"  and  then  his  voice  failed  him. 

When  asked  if  he  was  happy,  he  faintly  said  "  yes." 
Then  he  became  quite  unconscious,  and,  two  hours  after, 
gently  feU  asleep  in  Jesus  to  awake  in  His  presence  and 
continue  for  ever  the  praise  he  began  on  earth. 
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Lbtieb  fbom  Mb.  Eeid. 

Bahff,  Scotland,  March  &th,  1873. 

My  Deab  Fbiends, 

I  am  advised  by  Mr.  Taylor  to  seek  a  work  at  home 
in  preference  to  a  return  to  China.  My  health  has  suffered 
somewhat  from  the  climate,  and  the  trials  in  which  I  have 
shared  have  tended  much  to  shatter  my  nervous  eystem 
and  thoroughly  to  unfit  me  for  a  sphere  where  courage  is 
so  essential*  My  acquaintance  with  dear  Mr.  Taylor  has 
been  one  of  unbroken  fellowship,  and  I  feel  I  cannot 
resign  my  connexion  with  the  Mission  without  once  more 
testifying  to  his  abounding  kindness  to  us  as  members,  to 
his'holiness  of  life  and  walk,  and  more  than  ordinary  self- 
denial  and  gentleness. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berger,  and  to  the  Secretaries,  Messrs. 
Soltau  and  Hill,  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Coimcil,  and  to 
those  Mends  who  have  sympathised  with  me  in  my  past 
aervice,  my  best  thanks  are  tendered.  In  conclusion,  may 
I  beg  a  continued  interest  in  your  prayers  that  I  may  be 
used  to  the  ingathering  of  precious  souls,  in  our  own  Isuid. 
Gfratefidly  and  affectionately  yours  in  Jesus, 

H.  Eeid. 

LATEST  INTELLIGENCE. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type,  we  have  again  received 
tidings  from  China.  Mr.  Taylor,  having  left  Mrs.  Taylor, 
Miss  Potter,  and  Miss  Turner  in  Hang-chau,  and  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  C.  T.  Fishe,  has  visited  Chin-kiang.  He 
was  poorly  while  there,  but  was  recovering  when  he  last 
wrote,  and  was  much  cheered  by  seeing  signs  of  renewed 
spiritual  life  in  the  converts.  He  wrote  on  his  way  firom 
Chin-kiang  to  Shang-hai,  and  hoped  to  reach  Hang-chau 
in  the  beginning  of  February,  and  to  take  Mrs.  Taylor 
with  him  to  Nan-kin. 
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CHINA  INLAND  MISSION. 

OCGA.SIONAL  PAPER,  Ne.  33. 


6  Ptbland  Roab,  Nswinoton  Gbebn, 
London,  N.,  Jitne^  1873, 

Deab  Friends, 

In  the  present  Occcuional  Paj?^  you  will  find  an  impor- 
tant letter  from  Mr.  Taylor,  dated  from  Nankin,  in  whicli 
he  introduces  much  interesting  news  from  several  of  the 
other  Mission  Stations,  with  extracts  from  letters  £rom 
Mr.  Stevenson  respecting  the  work  in  Shao-hing,  and  from 
Mr.  Biidland  from  T*ai-chau. 

We  would  draw  special  attention  to  the  Anniversary 
Missionary  Meeting  at  Hang-chau.  The  grand  object  to 
be  arrived  at  in  Mission  work  in  a  country  like  China  is, 
that  it  may  be  established  on  such  a  basis  as  not  to  be 
always  dependent  on  foreign  missionaries  and  foreign  help, 
but  to  be  extended  by  native  evangelists  and  teachers, 
and  supported  hy  local  aid.  This  principle  of  working 
will  enable  the  missionaries  sent  out  from  England  to 
press  forweurd  into  the  provinces  hitherto  unoccupied. 

When  our  Lord  gave  the  command  to  His  apostles  to  go 
into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature, 
making  disciples  of  all  nations,  He  also  added,  '^  Teaching 
them  to  observe  whatsoever  I  have  Commanded  yow;"  thus 
laying  upon  them  the  responsibility  of  becoming  them- 
selves bearers  of  the  message  to  their  fellow-eountrymen. 

This  is  one  object  that  Mr.  Taylor  has  ever  had  before 
him,  and  whilst  our  hands  should  not  be  slack  in  helping 
him,  both  with  our  prayers  and  our  means,  let  us  not  forget 
to  pray  that  the  work  may  become  rooted  and  grounded  in 
dhina  itself,  so  that,  if  any  change  should  occur  in  our 
political  relation  with  that  country,  the  gospel  may  not  be 
uprooted. 
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Since  the  last  Oeeastonal  Pap&r,  the  two  candidates, 
Messrs.  Qroombridge  and  Donoyan,  have  arrived  in  China, 
after  a  prosperous  voyage.  We  feel  sure  our  readers  will 
respond  to  Mr.  Taylor's  request  for  prayer  on  their  behalf. 

The  account  of  the  Native  Workers,  which  deepens  in 
interest,  is  continued  in  this  Paper, 

In  the  removal  of  Mr.  Pennefather  by  death,  the  Mission 
has  sustained  a  severe  loss.  His  heart  was  always  full  of 
sympathy  with  the  Mission  and  its  workers,  which  he  mani- 
fested in  many  ways.  It  is  interesting  to  us  to  observe 
that  the  last  donation  in  our  financial  year  passed  through 
his  hands. 

We  think  it  right  to  state  that  the  expenses  connected 
with  the  work  in  China  have  greatly  increased  lately,  a 
natural  consequence  of  the  extension  of  the  work,  which 
has  been  effected  since  Mr.  Taylor's  return.  This  calls  for 
renewed  exertion  and  self-sacrifice  on  the  part  of  those  at 
home  who  take  an  interest  in  the  work.  The  balance-sheet 
for  the  financial  year  which  has  just  closed,  will  appear  in 
the  next  Occasional  Paper,  as  unavoidable  circumstances 
prevent  its  being  prepared  in  time  for  the  present  one. 

Yours  in  the  Lord, 

EiCHAio)  Habbis  Hill,  )  -rr      o 

HEimY  SOLTAIT,  j  -^^-  ^^• 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  TAYLOR. 

**Lo !  I  am  with  you  alway." — ^Mjltt.  zxyiii.  20. 
To  THE  FEIENJbS  OF  THE  ChINA  InLAIH)  MiSSIOK. 

I  last  addressed  you  from  Hang-chau,  a  vast  city  in 
which  we  have  laboured  since  the  end  of  the  year  1866, 
and  in  which  not  a  few  souls  have  been  turned  to  the 
Lord.  Now  I  write  from  Nankin,  the  capital  of  China 
under  the  last  dynasty,  and  for  many  years  the  head- 
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quarters  of  the  rebel  king,  T'ai-p*ing  Hwang.  It  is  even 
larger  and  more  populous  than  Hang-chau;  the  walls 
inclose  an  immense  area,  and  every  day  the  builder  is 
raising  up  new  tenements  on  the  sites  of  those  destroyed 
in  the  rebellion. 

Mr.  Duncan  first  visited  this  city  in  1867,  and  was  so 
moved  at  the  spectacle'  of  its  teeming  multitudes,  living 
and  dying  as  sheep  without  a  shepherd,  that  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  it.  Living  in  such  lodgings  as  he  could 
get,  for  it  was  long  ere  he  could  secure  a  house,  zealously 
did  he  pray,  and  strenuously  did  he  labour,  to  diffuse  among 
the  people  a  knowledge  of  the  truth.  He  was  assisted  at 
one  time  by  Mr.  Beid,  at  another  by  Mr.  Heurvey,  while 
Mrs.  Duncan  and  Miss  Bowyer  laboured  among  the 
women.  A  few  persons  were  baptized  here,  and  but  few. 
One  of  them  died  happily,  others  have  been  lost  sight  of, 
or  are  unable  to  bear  up  against  the  current  of  opposition, 
and  make  no  public  testimony  for  Christ,  though  they 
profess  to  seek  to  follow  Him  privately.  There  may  be 
other  secret  disciples,  like  the  seven  thousand  men  who 
bowed  not  the  knee  to  Baal ;  but  when  we  came  here,  we 
found  no  one  save  the  native  assistant  and  the  keeper  of 
the  house  and  chapel  publicly  meeting  for  worship  on  the 
Lord's  day.  Truly  the  soil  is  hard ;  there  has  been  much 
sowing  and  but  little  reaping.  Nevertheless,  the  Lord's 
Word  has  not,  cannot  have,  returned  unto  Him  void. 
Though  we  do  not  now  see  the  result,  the  day  shall  de- 
clare it. 

It  is  somewhat  more  than  a  month  since  we  arrived 
here.  From  the  first  the  congregations  on  Sunday  were 
good,  and  many  were  the  inquiries  after  Mr.  and'  Mrs, 
Duncan  and  Miss  Bowyer.  Latterly  we  have  opened  the 
chapel  every  night,  and,  by  the  use  of  Scripture  prints  and 
of  Scripture  slides  in  the  magic  lantern,  large  numbers  of 
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men  have  been  drawn,  to  whom  Mr.  C.  Fislie  and  myself 
have  sought  to  preach  Christ  and  Him  crucified ;  while,  in 
the  day  time,  not  a  few  women  have  called  and  been 
spoken  to  more  privately  J  by  Mrs.  Taylor,  and  by  Miss 
Desgraz,  who  is  here  on  a  visit.  With  some  of  the  Chris- 
tians also  we  have  had  private  conversation ;  we  would  ask 
prayer  for  them  that  they  may  be  quickened  and  blest,  for 
we  cannot  but  hope  that  they  are  really  the  Lord's,  though 
they  have  not  at  present  the  grace  and  courage  to  face  the 
persecution  and  loss  which  a  more  public  profession  of 
their  faith  would  entail. 

Early  in  the  month  we  had  the  pleasure  of  welcoming 
here  our  brothers  Groombridge  and  Donovan  from  Eng- 
land. They  have  commenced  the  study  of  the  language, 
surrounded  by  the  half-miUion  heathen  inhabitants  of  this- 
city.  Will  you  not  pray  that  they  may  soon  be  able  to  tell 
of  Him  who  died  and  rose  again,  and  ask  large  blessing 
for  this  city  ?  There  are  but  few  of  the  inhabitants  who 
did  not  suffer  more  or  less  by  the  rebellion  that  was  con- 
nected with  a  nominal  Christianity.  This  may  make  them 
Hlb  less  willing  to  look  on  the  gospel  as  a  boon,  or  to 
expect  any  blessing  through  it.  But,  if  the  Holy  Spirit 
work,  nothing  can  prevent  the  progress  of  the  Truth  i 
without  His  aid  all  our  efforts  will  be  in  vain. 

I  must  now  go  back  and  give  a  sketch  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  Ihe  past  three  months.  Immediately  after  sending 
off  our  last  letter  from  Hang-chau,  Mr.  C.  Pishe  and 
myself  started  for  Chin-kiang,  visiting  some  of  our  stations 
on  the  way  to  Ning-po.  We  spent  a  night  with  the  native 
helper  and  his  wife,  who  are  stationed  in  Siao-shan,  and 
next  day  I  visited  the  two  members  in  fellowship,  and  two 
others  who  are  at  present  suspended  from  communion. 
After  endeavouring  to  encourage  the  assistant,  who  was 
feeling  much  depressed  on  account  of  the  apparent  want  of 
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success  which  has  for  a  long  time  been  felt  in  connexKm 
vrith.  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  here,  I  went  on  to  Shao- 
hing,  to  see  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson,  and  spent  a  few  days 
with  them.  Mr.  Fishe  reiomed  to  Hang-chau,  to  help  in 
the  work  on  the  last  Sunday  in  the  old  year^  as  Mr.  Wil- 
liamson was  in  8u-chau,  where  he  had  gone  to  give  up  our 
premises  in  Si-kwa-t*ang,  a  village  near  that  city.  On  the 
return  of  Mr.  Williamaon,  Mr.  Fishe  rejoined  me  in  Shao* 
hing.  We  had  happy  fellowship  with  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Btevenson,  and  with  the  nalive  brethren,  and  made  the 
acquaintance  of  Nying  Sin-sang,  the  scholar  of  Shing- 
hien,  whose  conversion  (together  with  that  of  his  family) 
was  mentioned  by  Mr.  Stevenson  in  the  letters  printed  in 
our  last  number.  An  unusually  learned  man,  it  was 
delightful  to  see  him  humbly  seated  at  the  feet  of  Jesus. 
We  would  ask  special  prayer  for  him  and  for  his  family. 
They  have  great  qualifications  for  usefulness.  May  they 
become  burning  and  shining  lights  in  their  own  neigh- 
bourhood. Mr.  Stevenson  refers  to  him  in  two  letters 
recently  received,  dated  February  3rd  and  March  8th 
respectively.  Though  it  may  somewhat  interrupt  the 
course  of  our  narrative,  it  is,  perhaps,  best  to  introduce 
here  extracts  from  these  letters,  in  order  to  give  con- 
nectedly all  that  refers  to  Shao-hing : — 

"  Nying  Sin-sang  has  gone  home  to  pass  the  (Chinese)  New  Year 
with  his  family.  He  contiauea,  as  £ar  as  I  know,  most  satiafaotorily 
to  adrance  in  the  Divine  Life. 

"  We  had  a  very  pleasant  and  profitable  meeting  here  [in  Shao- 
hing]  on  the  Chinese  New  Year's  day,  at  which  all  the  native 
Christians  pledged  themselves  to  give  something  towards  propa- 
gating the  gospel.  The  poorest  will  give  not  less  than  one  cash  a 
day  (about  one  penny  in  three  weeks),  and  three  brethren  consented 
to  undertake  the  collection  of  the  said  moneys.  Some  promised  to 
give  one,  two,  three,  and  seven  cash  a  day  respectively.  I  hope  tixat 
this  small  commencement  will  be  increased  and  prospered  by  God  as 
time  advances,  so  that  it  may  be  i^ught  with  blessing  to  many  souls 
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n  this  land.  We  appropriated — besides  the  ten  doUara  of  which  I 
told  yon  to  help  in  repairing  the  chapel — ten  dollars  to  aid  in  the 
preaching  of  the  gfospel,  and  a  little  more  than  three  dollars  to  be 
passed  to  the  aoooont  of  the  poor  of  the  Church,  &c. 

**  We  have  been  stirred  up  to  pray  more  than  usual  for  Shao-hing 
lately,  and  we  fenrently  long  to  see  the  Lord's  work  prosper  more 
and  more  here.  The  oonyerts  want  new  life  infused  into  them,  so 
that  they  may  increasingly  feel  for  perishing  souls. 

"Nying  Sin-sang^s  recent  visit  helped  much  to  strengthen  his 
faith,  and  remove  Ms  doubts.  I  baptized  him,  with  two  other  men 
at  Sin-cVang,  on  the  23rd  of  February.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  Mr. 
Nying  has  counted  the  cost,  and  has  taken  a  bold  and  decided  step 
for  the  liord  in  his  native  place.  When  I  see  what  he  has  done,  and 
the  persecution  that  he  is  exposed  to,  and  try  to  place  myself  in  his 
position,  I  unhesitatingly  say  that  the  age  of  heroes  is  not  gone. 
Last  Sabbath,  unasked  by  me,  he  stood  up  in  the  chapel,  after  I  had 
done  preaching,  and  spoke  for  a  long  time,  relating  his  experience, 
and  explaining  the  Christian  religion,  exhorting  his  hearers  to 
become  believers  in  Jesus.  I  thanked  God  and  took  courage  when  I 
heard  this  man's  noble  testimony  to  the  power  of  the  gospel  in 
saving  his  soul  and  enabling  him  to  change  his  life. 

^  I  was  encouraged  very  much  at  Shing-hien.  Gk>d  has  owned 
ICr.  Kying*s  simple  faith,  and  blessed  him  to  the  salvation  of  several 
souls  tiiere.  I  have  never  seen  such  a  manifestation  of  God's  Spirit 
working  in  China  as  I  have  done  at  Shing-hien.  Hay  the  Lord 
extend  and  increase  the  work. 

''  I  am  sorry  I  have  had  to  give  the  evangelist  named  Kao,  at  Sin- 
bh^ang,  notice  of  dismissal  from  the  work  for  improper  conduct,  and 
for  cairying  on  a  private  business  of  doctoring  while  in  mission 
employ,  and  consequently  neglecting  his  proper  work  for  his  own 
personal  benefit." 

To  return  to  our  journey.  From  Bhao-liing  we  went  on 
to  Ning-po,  where  our  stay  was  short,  and  our  time  very 
fully  occupied  with  matters  of  business,  so  that  we  were 
unable  to  visit  the  out-stations.  The  members  of  the 
Church  very  warmly  welcomed  us  on  the  Lord's  day,  but 
the  work  there  seemed  to  lack  the  life  and  energy  we  had 
enjoyed  in  Hang-chau  and  Shao-hing.  This  may  have 
been  owing  in  part  to  the  time  of  the  year,  the  winter  pre- 
venting some  of  the  infirm  from  doing  much,  while  the 
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claims  of  business  are  heavy  and  often  call  persons  from 
home  about  the  end  of  the  Chinese  year.  We  have  since 
heard  from  La3n-feng  (who,  as  many  of  our  readers  will 
remember,  visited  England  with  us  last  year,)  that  there 
are  again  more  hearers  and  several  inquirers  after  the 
Truth. 

From  Ning-po  we  proceeded  bj'  steamer  to  Chin-kiang, 
vid  Shanghai.  We  found,  on  arrival,  as  might  have  been 
expected,  many  matters  needing  immediate  attention. 
The  workers  and  the  members  were  alike  cast  down  and 
discouraged;  but,  after  a  few  meetings  for  prayer  and 
feliowship,  they  appeared  cheered  and  refreshed.  As  the 
native  helper  there  is  a  Ning-po  man,  and  his  language  is, 
perhaps,  only  imperfectly  understood,  I  engaged  one  of  the 
members,  a  native  of  the  place,  to  sell  tracts  and  books, 
and  assist  in  conversations  with  inquirers.  There  are  at 
present  seventeen  or  eighteen  native  members  of  the 
Church  at  Chin-kiang,  of  whom  two  are  suspended  irom 
communion,  and  two  others  are  temporarily  absent. 
There  are  also  two  candidates  for  reception  into  Church- 
.  fellowship ;  one  of  them,  at  least,  will  probably  be  bap- 
tized ere  long. 

While  staying  in  Chin-kiang,  one  of  our  native  helpers, 
who  had  been  on  a  visit  to  Nan-kin,  returned,  and,  from 
what  he  told  me  of  the  state  of  the  work,  I  decided  to  take 
my  dear  wife  and  Miss  Potter  there  for  a  time,  both  with 
the  view  of  seeking  the  restoration  of  several  of  the  native 
Christians  now  in  Nan-kis,  and  of  preaching  the  gospel  to 
the  heathen  around.  While  I  went  to  Hang-chau  to  fetch 
Mrs.  Taylor  And  Miss  Potter,  Mr.  C.  Pishe  paid  a  visit  to 
Yang-diau,  where  his  brother,  Mr.  E.  Pishe,  and  his  wife 
are  temporarily  staying.  He  was  pleased  to  find  that 
there  were  five  inquirers  there^  and  had  conversation  with 
two  of  them,  who  appeared  very  hopeful.    Three  of  these 


inquirers  axe  candidates  for  baptism,  and  may  ere  long  be 
received.  Since  Mr.  Fishe's  visit  two  brethren  have  been 
from  Yang-chau  to  North  T'ai-chau,  a  city  one  hundred  and 
twenty  li  (thirty-six  English  miles)  to  the  eastward  of  the 
former  city,  and  have  there  rented  a  house  for  the  preach- 
ing of  the  gospel.  Whether  they  will  be  able  to  retain  it 
permanently  remains  to  be  seen. 

The  general  intelligence  received  from  the  stations 
during  this  quarter  has  been  less  than  usual.  The  Chinese 
New  Year  not  only  brings  business  to  a  stand-still,  but 
interferes  considerably  with  the  native  postal  arrange- 
ments. Moreover,  my  correspondence  has  necessarily 
been  so  largely  of  a  business  nature  as  to  leave  less  matter 
in  the  replies  suited  for  publication.  The  following  extracts 
from  Mr.  Eudland  will,  I  think,  be  read  with  much  in- 
terest. They  are  dated  from  T'ai-chau,  Pebruaiy  14th  and 
24th,  1873. 

'*  Ghii  Sin-sang  is  very  ill,  and  I  am  a£raid  that  his  constitution  is 
brealdng  up.  He  has  had  several  attacks  before,  but  each  one  has 
been  longer  and  worse  than  the  preceding.  He  is  a  little  better  this 
morning,  and  is  to  leave  to-morrow  for  Ning-po,  to  consult  Dr. 
Parker.  I  am  sending  Uong-kao  with  him,  as  he  is  not  weU  enough 
to  go  alone,  and  Ghii  S-meo  (Chu*s  wife)  will  remain  here. 

*'  Last  week  I  went  to  K*dng-kdng,  and  met  with  a  warm  reception 
from  Yih-djiin's  friends,  and  from  the  friends  of  the  other  members. 
We  thought  of  opening  an  out-station  at  a  market  town  about  five  li 
(rather  less  than  two  English  miles)  from  Kyl-'d,  Tih-djiin's  home. 
Three  places  were  offered,  and  one  of  them  may  in  time  be  secured ; 
for  the  present,  I  have  left  Yih-djiin  to  preach  to  the  people  in  his 
own  village  and  in  those  around.  His  relatives,  who  are  a  large  dan, 
implored  me  to  leave  him  for  a  time  that  they  might  hear  the  gospel. 
Several  of  them  are  really  anxious  inquirers,  and  I  hope  soon  to 
see  a  goodly  number  truly  converted. 

*<  A  circumstance  occurred  there  at  the  end  of  the  Old  Year  which 
has  made  a  g^reat  impression  on  the  minds  of  some  of  the  people. 
One  of  the  last  received  members  had  been  from  his  home  for  some 
weeks,  and  on  his  return  found  his  wife  very  ill.  Her  relations  had 
in  his  absence  sent  for  a  doctor,  who  ordered  incense  and  candles  to 
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be  burnt  to  a  certain  god,  and  aeveral  other  things  of  the  same  kind. 
On  the  huaband's  arrival  he  fonnd  the  ceremony  going  on.  He 
asked  what  it  all  meant,  and  on  being  told  by  the  doctor  who  was  per- 
forming it,  he  ordered  them  to  remoye  all  the  thinga ;  but  the  doctor 
told  him  if  that  were  done  before  the  ceremony  was  finished  his  wife 
would  die.  Bat  the  Christian  was  firm ;  he  threw  the  things  oat  of 
the  door  with  his  own  hands  (while  curses  were  poured  on  him  from 
all  around),  and  told  those  present  that  it  was  all  folly,  and  that  he 
would  not  allow  it  in  his  house,  but  that  he  would  pray  to  GOD,  who 
could  and  would  make  her  well.  This  he  did  before  them  all,  and, 
to  their  great  surprise,  in  a  few  days  she  was  well  again.  This  inci- 
dent haa  made  a  great  impression  on  the  people,  and  especially  on 
the  women.  Seyeral  of  them  came  to  T^ai-chau  at  the  Chinese  New 
Year,  went  about  the  house,  heard  the  gospel,  and  have  carried  back 
what  they  could  remember. 

**  There  are  three  places  offered  to  hold  services  in ;  I  have  left  it 
to  themselves  to  arrange  which  shall  be  used.  I  intended  to  go  there 
myself  one  Sunday  in  each  month,  but  if  Chii  continues  ill  I  cannot 
do  so,  haying  no  one  to  conduct  the  service  in  T'ai-chau. 

**  After  our  stay  at  K'dng-kdng  we  went  on  to  Du-'d-gyiao,  where 
we  have  ^veral  inquirers.  It  is  a  largfe  market-town  seventy  11  (twenty- 
one  English  miles)  further  eastward.  On  our  way  we  passed  another 
large  market  town  called  Siao-ts-ku.  On  our  arrival  at  Du-'d-gyiao 
we  were  besieged  for  books,  some  copies  having  been  previously 
bought  at  T*ai-chau  by  natives  of  this  place.  The  sun  had  just  sunk 
behind  the  mountains,  and  we  continued  to  sell  till  we  could  no 
longfer  distinguish  the  titles  of  the  books.  Then  we  had  our  supper. 
Before  we  had  .finished  several  were  again  asking  for  books,  and  we 
sold  them  and  preached  the  gospel  till  nearly  11  F.1C. 

**  Next  morning  two  of  us  went  into  the  street,  while  one  stayed  in 
the  inn,  and  we  soon  sold  all  our  stock  except  a  few  small  books.  I 
have  never  seen  the  people  listen  to  the  gospel  so  eagerly  in  a  street 
in  China  before,  or  seen  them  so  well  behaved.  We  sold  30  New 
Testaments  (and  could  have  sold  as  many  more  if  we  had  had  them), 
also  78  Gospels,  and  169  other  books.  The  people  asked  us  to  come 
again,  and  bring  more  New  Testaments  with  us.  One  of  the  in- 
quirers has  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  us  at  T'ai-chau  for  some 
months  past,  and  has  latterly  brought  some  of  his  friends  with  him 
They  are  very  anxious  for  me  to  send  some  one  to  preach  to  them. 

''  Chii  Sin-sang  recently  visited  Din-tsi  (the  place  where  a  Buddhist 
nunnery  was  purchased  and  offered  for  a  chapel).  Long  before  he 
reached  the  place  he  was  told  that  this  man,  and  another  whom 
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he  tnet  there,  were  dieoiples  of  JeeoB.  It  seemft  to  be  widely  known 
that  this  old  nuimeiT-  is  bought  for  a  chapel.  Some  of  the  idols  have 
been  taken  away,  but  Ghii  brought  me  one  of  them.  It  is  a  goddess 
of  meroy.  While  Ohii  Sin-sang  was  there  he  was  snircnuidBd  by 
people,  and  fully  oooiipied  in  answoing  questions  sudti  as  these — 
How  muirti  we  pray  to  €k>d  ?  When  muHt  we  pray  ?  and  Where  f 
and  How  often  ?  Sec.  The  man  who  bought  the  temple  has  sinoe 
been  here,  with  one  of  his  neighbours,  to  apply  for  baptism.  I  er- 
smined  them  yesterday,  with  four  others^  Thou^  carofally  inquired 
into,  there  appears  to  be  nothing  but  what  is  botmJUfe  in  regard  to 
the  oflfer  of  the  temple  for  a  chapel.  The  purchaser  bought  the  plot 
of  ground  cheaply,  and  principally  on  account  of  a  bamboo  grove 
connected  with  it.  Having  no  use  for  the  buildingfl,  he  offered  them 
for  the  preaching  of  the  gospel.  Both  the  men  had  a  pretty  clear 
understanding  of  the  Truth,  and  Mr.  Ghii  is  satisfied  that  the  wife 
of  the  man  who  bought  the  nunnery  is  truly  converted  too. 

"  Another  of  the  candidates  is  the  military  mandarin  named  Wong, 
mentioned  as  an  inquirer  by  Mr.  £.  flshe,  in  July  1871  (in  Oceatiwial 
Fltper  29,  page  196).  He  has  been  almost  a  constant  attendant  from 
that  time  to  this,  and  has  been  frequently  here  to  evening"  prayers. 
He  has  read  the  Kew  Testament  continually,  and  has  a  better  know- 
ledge of  the  gospel  than  any  candidate  for  baptism  I  have  examined. 
Having  attended  so  long  without  askii^  for  baptism,  we  sometimes 
thought  that  he  was  a  spy ;  but  he  says  that  he  only  wished  to  know 
really  what  our  rdigion  was,  and  that  he  has  neither  worshipped 
idols  nor  anoestors  sinoe  he  first  heard  the  gospel. 

« I  must  leave  the  cases  of  the  other  inquirers  to  say  that  we  wexe 
much  delighted  to  hear  this  moming  that  the  wives  of  the  two 
members  here  in  T'ai-chau  have  aafeed  to  be  baptized,  so  that  we  hope 
soon  to  see  two  Christian  families.  Uong*kao's  son  has  already  been 
reeeived,  and  one  son  of  the  other  man  has  also  bee;^  a  candidate  for 
some  time  past. 

^*  At  Hwang-yen  there  are  several  candidates  for  baptism,  and  I 
am  anxious  to  go  and  examine  thtai ;  but  I  cannot  at  prosent,  having 
no  one  to  leave  here,  and  I  fear  that  we  are  not  likdiy  to  have  C^ii 
back  again." 

I  feel  sure  that  the  aboTB  extracts  will  eattse  many 
hearts  to  give  thanks  to  (Jod  for  the  indications  of  blessing 
which  they  contain,  and  will  lead  to  prayer  that  the  native 
Clu^ifltians  may  be  blessed,  and  fitted  for  labouring  in  the 
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gospel  among  their  own  countrymen.  Mr.  Rudland  men- 
tions, in  a  previous  letter,  no  less  than  six  places  where 
the  people  are  begging  for  preachers,  but  to  whom  he  can 
send  none. 

From  Wun-chau  we  learn  that  the  congregations  are 
often  good.  Sometimes,  as  elsewhere,  the '  people  are 
disposed  to  be  noisy,  but  usually  they  are  very  attentive, 
and  latterly  several  new  candidates  for  baptism  have  come 
forward.  Mrs.  Jackson  mentions  that,  when  out  visiting 
with  Mrs.  Stott,  the  people  gave  them  a  kind  reception, 
and  seemed  pleased  to  see  them. 

In  the  Fung-hwa  circle  of  stations,  too,  as  we  learn  from. 
Mr.  Crombie,  the  good  work  appears  to  go  on  well  in  all 
but  *0'Z,  where,  as  noticed  before,  it  has  been  stationary 
for  some  time  past.  May  we  not  ask  our  readers  to  raise 
their  hearts  to  God,  while  reading,  for  revived  blessing  on 
this  out-station.  There  are  several  candidates  for  baptism 
both  at  Fung-hwa  and  at  Ning-hai. 

From  Ts*ing-kiang-p*u  we  have  no  tidings ;  and  not 
very  recent  intelligence  &om  Kiu-kiang.  In  the  latter 
place  Mr.  Cardwell  continues  to  sow  the  good  seed,  and 
not  without  encouraging  indications  of  success.  Mr. 
McCarthy,  who  had  occasion  to  visit  Eiu-kiang  on  busi- 
ness when  he  was  at  Gan-k*ing  a  short  time  ago,  was 
very  pleased  with  the  earnestness  and  zeal  of  Mr.  Card- 
well's  native  helper.  Now  the  chapel  is  £tted  up,  and  we 
nlay  hope  that  the  work  will  progress  the  more  visibly 
through  It.  In  a  recent  toux  up  the  centre  of  the  province. 
Ml?.  CardweU  pipoQeeded  southward  as  far  as  Wan-gaji- 
hien  (lat.  26  (^eg.  SO  min.  N.,  long.  114  deg.  25  min.  E.), 
distant  from  Kiu-kiang  1,200  K  (360  English  miles)  by 
wateir.  He  called  at  all  the  cities  and  towns  on  the  yray, 
•as  well  a».  mamj  of  the  villages.  £(e  also  went  up  another 
of  the  rivers  150  li,  as  far  as  8iu-rii-hien.     In  this  journey, 
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as  in  previous  ones,  many  books  were  sold,  and  though 
in  one  city  stones  were  thrown  and  the  boat  was  somewhat 
damaged,  through  the  goodness  of  Qod  no  personal  injury 
resulted. 

In  Gan-k4ng,  Mr.  McCarthy  succeeded  in  making 
arrangements  with  the  landlord  for  our  further  occupancy 
of  the  mission  premises  there.  He  stayed  in  the  city  some 
weeks,  and  had  many  opportunities,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  of  preaching  the  gospel.  Should  the  way  be 
opened,  we  hope  that  ere  long  he  may  be  able  to  leave  the 
work  in  Hang-chau  to  the  care  of  the  native  pastor,  and  to 
take  up  the  province  of  Gan-hwuy  as  his  especial  sphere 
of  labour.  Besides  Gan-k'ing,  the  capital,  we  have 
evangelists  pioneering  in  three  other  cities.  But  much 
more  must  be  done,  with  God's  help,  for  this  large  pro- 
vince, the  area  of  which  nearly  equals  that  of  the  forty 
counties  of  England.  May  we  ask  for  special  prayer  for 
its  millions,  and  for  God's  blessing  on  every  effort  made 
for  the  diffusion  of  the  Truth  among  them. 

I  gave  a  pretty  full  account  of  the  work  at  Hang-chau 
in  my  last,  but  the  following  items  of  recent  information 
will,  I  think,  be  read  with  interest.  I  will  ffrst  give  an 
account  which  I  have  received  of  the  Anniversary  Mis- 
sionary Meeting  held  by  the  natives  there. 

"  It  will  bd  remembered  that  this  effort  was  originated  last  year 
by  one  of  the  helpers  named  Ah-t84h.  Having  come  over  from  his 
sphere  of  labour  at  an  out-dtation,  some  days*  jonmey  from  Hang- 
chau,  he  conyened  this  little  assembly  on  January  16  th  (the  17th  day 
of  the  Chinese  12th  moon)  at  10  a.m.  Accordingly  the  natiTe 
Christians  were  invited  to  come  together  for  worship  and  exhortation, 
with  conference  as  to  what  had  been  accomplished  in  the  past,  and 
should  be  attempted  in  the  future.  Outward  ciroumstanoes  were  not 
propitious.  Mr.  Taylor,  and  also  the  co-pastors  (Mr.  McCarthy,  and 
WOmg  Sin-sang)  were  away  visiting  various  out-stations,  and  the 
weather  was  too  unfavourable  for  many  to  be  present.  Several  lived 
at  a  distance,  and  some  with  feeble  health  or  insufficient  clothing 
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ooiild  not  yentore  out.  But  it  was  a  touching  sight  on  that  stormy 
and  snowy  day,  to  see  the  little  company  assembled  for  such  a  puX'^ 
pose,  and  to  hear  those  lips — all  of  which  had  doubtless  often  used 
'vain  repetitions ' — ^now  pleading  with  the  Hying  and  true  God,  that 
*  His  Kame  might  become  great  among  the  heathen,'  eyen  as  it  had 
been  made  precious  to  themselyes.  One  felt  that  in  them  the  Lord 
Jesus  saw  His  seed,  something  '  of  the  trayail  of  His  soul,'  and  was 
'  satisfied.*  After  spending  some  time  in  prayer,  they  sang  a  trans- 
lation of  the  hymn  so  expressiye  of  their  new  responsibilities  and  new 
desires— 

'  From  Greenland's  icy  mountains/ 

Then  Tsiu  Sin-sang  read  the  second  chapter  of  Acts,  leading  them  to 
think  of  the  mighty  results  which  came  out  of  that  feeble  beginning, 
and  encouraging  them  not  to  *  despise  the  day  of  small  things.'  He 
afterwards  sought  to  press  home  their  priyilege  of  spreading  that 
Gospel  whi(^  had  brought  them  salyation,  by  suggesting  the  follow- 
ing four  points  for  remembrance : — 

<'I. — ^Haying  reoeiyed  so  much  grace  ourselyes,  we  should  gladly 
minister  to  others,  according  to  the  Master's  Word,  *  Freely  ye  haye 
receiyed,  freely  giye.* 

**  n. — Our  giying  should  be  according  to  what  we  possess.  He  who 
sees  the  motiye,  cares  for  that  rather  than  the  amount  that  may  be 
giyen.    Hence  the  preciousness  to  Him  of  the  widow's  mites. 

**  III. — We  shall  not  be  losers  by  what  we  giye,  for  God  is  able  to 
prosper  us  more  and  more,  according  as  we  are  good  stewards  of 
what  He  has  already  entrusted  to  us. 

"rV. — ^All  that  we  giye  we  put  into  safe  Iceepmg,  for  we  'proyide 
ourselyes  bags  which  wax  not  old,'  and  it  becomes  a  'treasure  in  the 
heayens  that  faileth  not^  where  no  thief  approacheth,  neither  moth 
oorrupteth.' 

"  After  singing  the  hymn,  commencing— 

*  Glory,  glory  eyerlasting, 

Be  to  Him  who  bore  tiie  Cross,' 

Ah-ts4h  read  the  parable  of  *  the  good  Samaritan,*  seeking  to  apply 
the  question,  *Who  is  my  neighbour  ?'  Mr.  Williamson  also,  who 
was  staying  in  Hang-chau  at  the  time,  gaye  them  a  few  encouragfing 
words,  and  sought  to  stimulate  their  sympathy  for  their  perishing 
brethren,  and  to  urge  them  eyer  to  seek  to  manifest  it  in  a  practical 
form.  After  further  prayer  and  praise,  they  took  together  a  simple 
meal,  which  had  been  kindly  proyided  by  some  of  the  natiye  brethren. 
It  was  found  that  these  poor  but  precious  and  belieyingones,  had  con- 
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tribnted  some  30,000  caflh,  about  twenty-four  dolIarB  (of  cotme  qiBte 
independently  of  their  ordinary  contributions  for  local  jnnposea), 
dnnng  the  past  year  for  the  dissemination  of  the  Gro^el,  and  to  this 
amount  three  dollars  more  were  added  bef<»e  the  meeting  dosed." 

In  the  ont-stations  of  the  Hang-ehau  "work,  bleBsng 
continues  to  attend  the  efforts  of  the  native  helpers.  Mr. 
McCarthy,  writing  on  the  8th  of  March,  informs  ns  that  in 
Ning-po  the  aged  Mrs.  Tsiu  is  being  used  of  the  Lord, 
and  that  in  Siao-shan  two  of  the  inqnirers,  a  man  and  his 
wife,  have  taken  a  very  decided  and  public  stand  for  Grod. 
The  husband  closes  his  shop  on  the  Lord's  day^  putting  up 
a  notice  that  it  is  closed  for  the  day  of  worship,  but  will 
be  open  the  day  following.  For  this  we  feel  veiy  thank- 
ful :  such  a  step  speaks  volumes  to  the  money-loving  people 
by  whom  they  are  known  and  surrounded.  May  we  not 
ask  special  prayer  for  them  that  they  may  have  grace  to 
persevere  in  their  testimony  for  Him  who  shed  His  precious 
blood,  and  who  is  here  a  despised  and  rejected  Saviour  ? 
We  learn  further  from  the  same  letter,  that  in  Hwuy-chau, 
in  the  Gan-hwuy  province,  the  native  assistant  has  been 
able  to  rent  a  house  for  his  residence ;  and  that  in  Kiu- 
chau  (Cheh-kiang),  there  are  now  seven  inquirers  who  are 
giving  this  evidence  of  their  sincerity,  that  they  devote  the 
Lord's  day  to  the  Lord's  service.  Wong  Lse-djiin  visited 
this  city,  and  Lan-k*i  in  December  and  January  last,  with 
another  native  brother,  *0  Ah-ho.  He  was  much  cheered 
by  the  state  of  the  work  in  Kiu-chau,  and  we  hope  that 
his  visit  was  blessed  there.  In  Lan-k4  he  succeeded  in 
procuiing  very  suitable  premises  at  a  low  rent ;  so  that  we 
have  been  able,  in  place  of  the  colporteur  previously 
labouring  there,  to  -send  '0  Ah-ho  and  his  young  wife. 
Mrs.  *0,  before  her  marriage,  was,  for  a  time,  teacher  in 
Mrs.  Taylor's  girls'  school  at  Hang-chau.  Soon  after  her 
arrival  at  Lan-ki,  she  wrote  a  very  nice  letter  to  Mrs. 
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Taylor,  Trhieh  I  regret  to  find  waa  left  behiixd  m  Hang- 
dian,  as  I  should  hare  liked  to  have  given  you  her  own 
words.  But  that  you  may  know  something  of  the  spirit  of 
these  dear  lahourera  in  the  gospel,  and  of  their  difficulties, 
and  may  thus  be  better  able  to  bear  them  up  at  the  throne 
of  grace,  I  will  give  a  translation  of  the  huaband's  letter, 
and  the  summary  of  his  wife's,  written  me  by  Mrs.  Taylor. 

**Lan-k*i-hibn,  I2th  moon,  I7th  day  {January  I6th,  1873). 

**  Dbab  Mbs.  Tay2X)b, — I  sahite  you  and  IMCr.  Taylcnr,  and  hope  you 
are  both  well.  After  leaying  you  on  the  10th,  we  encountered  rain 
and  snow,  but  through  Grod's  protecting  care,  reached  here  in  safety 
on  the  16th. 

■  **  When  the  Lan-k4  people  knew,  they  said '  These  followers  of  Jesus 
are  oome  here  again;'  and  when  we  reached  tiie  house,  a  nnlitary 
graduate  was  there,  who  said  *  Here  you  come  again.'  Next  day  a 
constable  made  his  a^^aianoe,  saying  he  had  caUed  to  pay  his 
respects.  Says  he,  *  I  haye  a  fine  large  piece  of  ground  to  sell,  you 
can  build  a  house  on  it.'  (Very  likely  this  was  a  trap.)  I  replied, 
*We  do  not  want  it.'  Soon  after,  while  I  was  seBing  books  and 
pveaehing,  he  left  and  went  to  the  house  of  the  old  landlady.  It  was 
not  kmg  ere  she  came  to  us,  saying,  *•  Oh !  Mr.  *0,  I  am  so  afraid ; 
there  is  so  much  talk  going  on.'  Being  a  woman,  she  felt  the  more 
timid.  I  said  to  her, '  Set  your  mind  at  rest  and  take  no  notice  of 
what  people  say.' 

''Subsequent  to  this,  the  head  constable  said  to  Dzing  Sin-aang 
(aa  inquirer), '  This  man  is  a  yery  bad  man,  aad  will  do  much  haxm 
to  the  people ;  but  Dzing  Sin-sang  replied,  '  If  any  harm  comes,  my 
family  shall  be  req)onsible ;  but  if  not,  what  will  you  say  (for  thus 
maligning  him)  V  You  see,  dear  Ifrs.  Taylor,  what  need  there  is  for 
you  to  pray  both  for  us,  and  that  our  Sayiour  may  be  glorified. 
Please  salute  all  the  brethrea  for  me ;  may  you  all  be  kept  in  peace. 
Amen." 

Mrs.  Taylor  wrote, — 

"I  have  received  a  nice  little  note  from  Yii-jing  (Mrs.  'O).  She 
says  that  though  they  had  very  bad  weather  for  their  journey,  snow 
and  rain  and  wind  all  the  time  they  were  in  the  frail  boat,  yet  through 
God's  goodness  to  them,  they  took  no  harm,  and  are  now  safely 
housed  in  their  new  quarters  at  Lon-kH.  Many  repeats  aro  being 
spread  about  them,  and  she  asks  our  constant  prayers  that  difficulties 
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may  not  be  allowed  to  ariM,  but  that  thej  may  have  much  blessing 
in  tiieir  new  sphere.  There  are  two  or  three  people  interested  in  the 
Truth ;  and  one  man,  a  constable,  has  greatly  helped  them  by  boldly 
acknowledging  them  as  his  friends.  She  has  visited  some  of  her 
neighbours,  and  many  women  have  been  to  call  on  her.  She  writes : 
*  I>0  pray  for  me,  that  I  may  soon  be  able  to  tell  them  of  Jesus  more 
clearly  than  I  can  now ;  for  at  present  I  can  only  understand  about 
half  what  they  say,  and  of  course  they  cannot  understand  my  words 
very  well.' " 

I  wrote,  as  iisuali  in  December,  to  request  our  mis- 
sionaries to  devote  the  last  day  of  1872  to  special  fasting 
and  prayer,  for  God's  blessing  on  the  labours  of  the 
ensuing  year.  In  some  of  our  stations  there  was  muolt 
prayer  that  during  this  year  manifest  progress  migbt  be 
made  in  the  work,  and  that,  if  the  Lord  will,  ere  it 
terminate,  we  may  see  work  commenced  in  some  other  of 
the  as  yet  unoccupied  proyinces.  We  do  believe  that  these 
prayers  were  heard,  and  will  be  answered ;  and  I  would 
seek  your  fellowship  in  asking,  that  God  may  direct  as  to 
who  of  us  shall  go,  and  as  to  which  province  or  provinces 
we  shall  first  attempt  to  evangelize.  We  are  not  dis- 
couraged by  the  greatness  of  the  difficulties,  by  the 
smallness  of  our  number,  in  comparison  with  the  work 
already  commenced,  nor  by  the  fact  that  during  the  past 
year,  with  a  large  and  rapidly  growing  work,  our  faith 
has  been  more  tried  as  to  fiinds  than  ever  before.  If  GK>d 
be  for  us,  difficulties  are  naught  to  Hih;  He  can  save  as 
well  hj  few  as  by  many;  and  it  is  still  true  that  ''Man 
shall  not  live  by  hread  alone,  but  by  every  word  that 
proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God.''  Share  with  us, 
then,  dear  friends,  in  the  prayer,  and  soon  we  shall  have 
to  ask  you  to  join  with  us  in  the  praise. 

J.  HimsoN  Tatlob. 

I*S. — ^In  Occasional  Paper  31,  page  11,  it  was  stated  that 
Mr.  Judd's  school  in  Chin-kiang  was,  or  would  be,  en- 


81 

trusted  to  Miss  Desgraz.  This,  however,  was  not  done ;  it 
haying  been  already  given  up  to  Mr.  White  ere  our  letters 
from  England  to  that  effect  reached  China. 

It  should  also  be  mentioned  that  the  statement  made  on 
page  228  of  Occamnal  Paper  80  and  page  28  of  Summary ^ 
requires  modification.  There  it  was  stated  that  Li  had  been 
beheaded,  and  Ch'un  degraded  and  banished  from  Yang-chau. 
This  report  appears  to  have  been  incorrect.  The  report 
we  quoted  stated  that  they  had  been  sentenced  as  above- 
mentioned,  and  that  the  sentences  had  been  carried  into 
effect;  and  the  people  were  awed  thereby*  But  if  the 
sentences  tvere  actually  pronounced,  they  were  in  some  way 
evaded  in  great  measure,  as  is  often  the  case  with  the  rich 
in  China ;  for  Li  is  reported  to  be  now  living ,  in  retirement, 
in  his  own  native  place ;  and  Ch'un  has  returned  again  to 
Yang-chau,  and  is  leading  a  private  life  there,  though  with- 
out his  former  rank,  wealth,  or  influence.  J.  H.  T. 


ACCOUNT  OF  NATIVE  LABOUEEES. 


ynENO-KWE— (Continued). 

In  November  of  the  same  year  (1866),  Mr.  Meadows 
wrote  again : — 

"Last  week  I  was  out  with  Neng-kwe,  the  brother  who  resides 
at  K^ong-p'u,  and  spent  a  very  pleasant  time  with  him,  going  out 
daily  to  preach  and  exhort  poor  sinners  to  be  reconciled  to  Gk>d.  I 
lodged  with  him  the  few  days  I  was  there,  and  we  daily  had  men 
and  women  ooming  to  ask  about  the  doctrine.  It  would  do  your 
heart  good  to  see  the  earnest,  zealous  conduct  of  the  richest  woman 
in  the  Tillage  and  her  daughter.  We  rent  one  preaching  place  from 
her — ^a  large  spacious  room  it  is — ^for  twelve  dollars  a  year.  She 
giyes  the  colporteur  a  room  to  sleep  and  eat  in  for  notlung.  She 
daily  goes  round  to  her  neighbours  and  invites  them  to  come  and 
hear  the  gospel ;  and  many  do  come,  and,  I  trust,  get  everlasting 
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good.  Some  of  her  neighbours  say  to  her — *  Mrs.  Nyin,  yon  are  a 
great  loser  by  letting  your  place  to  the  red-haired  man.'  Other 
ipiokedly  dieposed  persons  luura  threatsaed  to  bum.  her  whole  hooao 
down  for  thus  givinkg  sanotioii  to  the  entrance  of  this  'foreign 
devil '  and  his  doctrine.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  she  patiently  and 
earnestly  exhorts  them  to  come  to  Christ,  Some  say  to  her — *  S-meo 
(Mrs.),  how  is  it  that  such  a  respectable  and  upright  woman  as  you 
axe  needs  to  believie  in  and  fallow  tfaa  doctrine  g|  Jesna  f  *  She  ieUs 
them  that  *  leading  a  mosal  file  is  ona  thmg^  and  bslieTing  ajid 
trusting  in  Jesus  is  another.  If  I  am  a  moral  woman,  it  is  my  duty 
to  be  so ;  but  I  cannot  get  to  heaven  because  I  perform  my  duty. 
It  is  through  Jesus  that  I  must  get  to  heaven.'  I  baptized  her 
husband  on  October  3rd  o£  this  year.  He  is  an  old  nan,  nearly  blind. 
Dr.  Parker  has  operated  upon  one  of  hla  eye^,  and  enabled  him  to  see  a 
little,  so  that  he  does  not  need  any  one  to  lead  him  about  as  before. 
He  is  now  with  his  son  in  Su-chau,  where  they  have  a  jeweller*s 
shop.  The  son  is  very  favourably  disposed  towards  the  gospel ; 
indeed,  so  much  so,  Uiat  he  desires  to  drat  up  hia  place  at  Su-oJtau 
and  ccane  to  K*ong-p*Uy  thai  he  may  loam  more  of  the  happy  newa^ 
but  his  wife^  who  is  a  Su-chau  woman,  is  opposed  to  this,  and  I 
cannot  blame  her,  as  it  would  be  like  taking  the  life-blood  from  the 
poor  creature  to  make  her  give  up  her  father's  house  and  come  to 
live  among  strangers.  No  Chinese  like  the  idea  of  being  among 
strangers,  or  in  a  strange  place,  when  sickness  and  death  overtake 
them. 

^  The  daughter  of  this  ricli  woman  has  not  yet  been  baptized,  not 
because  of  anything  on  her  part,  but  simply  from  convenience.  Her 
mother-in-law,  as  soon  as  she  heard  her  daughter-in-law  had  inten- 
tions of  becominj^  a  disciple  of  Jesua,  summoned  her  from  her 
mother's  house  to  her  own^  and  required  to  know  why  such  a 
respectable  family  should  be  meddling  with  a  doctrine  with  which 
they  had  no  concern.  But  the  young  woman — all  praise  to  God ! — 
instead  of  being  discouraged,  turned  round,  vrith  an  earnestness  that 
would  have  put  many  of  us  to  shame,  and  exhorted  her  motlier-in-law 
to  embrace  the  same  doctrine  at  once,  telling  her  that  she  also  must 
believe  in  Jesus,  or  there  was  no  help  for  her.  The  mother-in-law, 
on  hearing  this,  and  seeing  that  the  determination  of  her  daughter- 
in-law  was  to  stand  firm,  told  her  to  go  and  do  as  she  Hked,  and  from. 
that  day  to  tiiis  has  not  molested  her.  This  young  woman  is  con- 
stantly talking  of  her  mother-in-law,  always  seeming  anxious  for  her 
to  como  and  hear,  and  believe. 

**  Both  Mrs.  Nyin  and  her  daughter  seem  never  tired  of  listening 
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to  and  aaldiig  questions  about  this  blessed  doctrine.  "Wlien  I  wag 
there  the  other  week,  we  were  talking  with  others  till  a  late  hour  at 
night;  but  even  after  our  separation,  they  were  learning  hymns  and 
praying  together.  Grreat  grace  has  been  poured  upon  this  family. 
May  God  make  them  steadfast,  unmoveable,  always  abounding  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord. 

^  Sometimes  there  is  a  great  deal  of  opposition  raised  against  our 
brother  Neng-kwe,  but,  thank  God.  he  stands  firm,  and  stiU  goes  on 
preaching  and  exhorting.  He  will  soon  be  married,  and  then  he 
expects  moro  success  in  his  work.  As  the  majority  of  our  converts 
are  women,  they  will  more  readily  go  to  his  wife,  or  to  any  other 
female,  than  to  a  man,  for  instruction.'* 

Early  in  1867,  the  number  of  members  gathered  in 
K*ong-p'u,  through  Neng-fcvre's  instrumentality,  had 
reached  fourteen,  and  about  this  time  ho  was  married 
again,  to  a  Christian  woman,  a  widow  of  that  place.  In 
September,  the  son  of  N«ng-kwe's  wife  and  another  con- 
vert at  K*ong-p*u  were  baptised.  The  case  of  the  former 
is  somewhat  interesting,  illustrating  as  it  does  some  of  the 
trials  to  which  eouTerts  &om  heathenism  are  exposed. 
Mr.  Meadows,  writing  hma  Ning-po,  on  September  2nd, 
says  r — 

"  One  of  the  two  from  K'ong-p*u  is  the  son  of  Nong-kwe's  wife, 
and  was  examined  two  months  ago,  at  -vdiich  time  he  was  refused 
adnnsffion  as  a  member,  on  account  of  his  share  in  ancestral  property, 
of  which  he  would  come  into  possession  in  two  years'  time  (he  is 
now  only  fourteen  years  of  age),  when  he  would  be  obliged  to  per- 
form idolatrous  rites,  or  lose  his  property.  His  answers  to  the 
questioBS  put  to  him  were  most  intelligent  and  admirable ;  but,  as 
ene  of  the  members  brought  this  as  an  objection  to  his  admission 
into  the  Church,  we  refused  him.  After  returning  home,  he  said  to 
his  mother — *  It  appears  that  if  I  had  no  share  in  the  property  I 
should  hare  beeh  admitted  as  a  member.  If  I  cannot  beeone  a 
disciple  without  losing  the  house  (his  share),  I  had  better  lose  it.'  I 
believe  his  mother  did  not  at  once  encourage  this  idea ;  but  she  made 
it  known  to  Neng-kwe,  who  did  encourage  it.  (Neng-kwe,  being 
only  a  step-father,  has  not,  by  law,  the  least  control  over  the  duldren 
of  hifi  wife).  Eventually  his  mother  also  concluded  that  he  ought  to 
give  it  up.    When  this  was  brought  before  the  Church  yesterday, 
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the  boy  was  asked  what  he  would  do  if  he  ahonld  be  forsaken  by  his 
friends  ?  His  answer  was  the  substance  of  the  Psalmist's  declaration, 
*>  When  my  father  and  mother  forsake  me,  then  the  Lord  will  take 
me  up.-*  He  is  a  quiet  well-behaved  boy,  and  is  nearly  always  at 
his  books.  The  worth  of  the  property  is  about  seventy  dollars, 
nearly  £20  sterling,  which  is  a  large  sum  for  a  poor  Chinese  boy  to 
give  up. 

*^  The  other  candidate  from  K*ong-p^  is  a  woman  who  is  much 
aflOicted.  She  has  heard  the  gospel  for  many  months,  and  has  been 
brought  to  consider  its  practical  bearing  upon  herself  from  Mr, 
Stott's  IrindTipiSS  in  offering  to  help  her,  by  asking  Dr.  McOartee  (a 
kind  and  excellent  missionary  of  the  American  Presbyterian  Mission 
at  Ning-po)  to  prescribe  for  her,  &c.  Her  husband  is  a  fisherman, 
and  abuses  her  shamefully.  On  being  cautioned  about  her  husband, 
and  minutely  questioned  as  to  her  motives  for  embracing  the  religion 
of  Him  ^  who  was  despised  and  rejected  of  men,'  she  firmly  resolved 
to  carry  out  her  determination  to  be  a  disciple  of  Jesus,  whatever  her 
husband  might  think  of  her  for  so  doing.  She  was  told  that  she 
would  probably  suffer  persecution  from  him  and  contempt  from  her 
neighbours ;  to  which  she  replied,  ^  No  matter,  I  shall  take  no  notiGe 
of  them.'  Her  answers  were  clear  and  explicit^  evidencing  at  least  a 
knowledge  of  the  salvation  wrought  out  for  her  by  Christ ;  and  this, 
coupled  with  her  consistent  conduct — ^to  which  all  who  knew  her 
bore  witness — induced  the  Church  unanimously  to  receive  her  as  a 
member." 

In  the  following  year,  Neng-kwe  went  for  a  time  to 
Wun-chau ;  but,  from  the  great  difference  of  dialect,  lie 
was  not  able  to  effect  mucb  there.  He  was,  therefore, 
removed  in  1869  to  Ning-hai,  where  a  station  had  recently 
been  opened  by  Mr.  Orombie.  The  latter  had  previously 
known  him,  and  had  seen  more  or  less  of  his  work  in 
Ning-po ;  and  from  that  time  he  has  laboured  uninter- 
ruptedly as  one  of  his  helpers.  His  testimony  to  his 
character  and  worth  is  therefore  the  more  valuable.  While 
in  Ning-hai,  Mr.  Crombie  wrote : — 

<< Neng-kwe  is.  quite  an  uneducated  man,  and  cannot  read  the 

native  character  at  all.    But  '  Gk>d  hath  chosen  the  foolish  things  of 

.  the  world  to  confound  the  wise,  and  God  hath  chosen  the  weak 

things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  things  which  are  mighty,  and 
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base  things  of  the  -world,  and  things  which  are  despised,  hath  God 
chosen,  yea,  and  things  that  are  not,  to  bring  to  naught  things  that 
are,  that  no  flesh  should  glory  in  His  presence.'  But,  although 
unable  to  read  the  native  characters,  he  can  read  the  Scriptures  in 
the  Bomanized  Ning-po  Ck)lIoquial  yersion,  and  has  taught  many 
other  members  of  the  Church  to  read  them,  who  otherwise  would 
neyer  have  been  able  to  search  the  Scriptures  for  themselves.  He 
has  not  much  gift  for  teaching  in  the  Church,  but  there  is  probably 
not  a  better  preacher  of  the  simple  gospel  in  China.  He  cannot 
square  and  polish  the  stones  for  the  spiritual  temple,  but  he  is  a 
I>owerful  hewer  in  the  mountains.  One  great  secret  of  his  power  is 
that  he  is  a  man  of  much  prayer,  and  like  many  others  of  the 
Chinese  converts,  he  never  thinks  of  doubting  that  his  Father  will 
hear  him.  He  is  also  a  man  in  earnest.  His  hearers  may  doubt 
whether  the  doctrines  he  preaches  are  true,  but  they  can  never  doubt 
whether  Neng-kwe  himself  believes  them  to  be  true  or  not.  His 
earnest  face,  his  earnest  manner,  would  convince  any  one  of  his 
belief  that  what  he  is  saying  is  solemn  fact. 

<'  He  is  a  lover  of  Jesus,  and  long^  for  His  name  to  be  known  and 
honoured  by  his  countrymen.  Some  may  become  preachers  from 
hope  of  worldly  advantages:  no  one  who  knows  Neng-kwe  could 
think  that  he  belongs  to  that  class.  I  am  convinced  that  were  every 
foreign  missionary  driven  out  of  China  to-morrow,  he  would  go  on 
testifying  for  Jesus  as  he  does  now.  His  eyesight  is  beginning  to 
fail  (he  is  now  perhaps  forty-eight  years  of  age),  he  is  often  unwell, 
and  he  has  frequently  told  me  that  he  does  not  expect  to  live  long. 

''It  would  be  difficult  to  convey  a  correct  idea  of  his  personal 
appearance.  He  is  a  middle-sized  man,  not  very  strongly  built,  is 
quite  bald,  and  wears  a  moustache;  his  features  are  sharp  and 
shrewd,  and,  on  the  whole,  he  has  rather  an  uninviting  countenance. 
I  wish  I  could  give  you  a  fuller  sketch  of  this  devoted  servant  of  God, 
but  hope  that  what  I  have  written  may  stir  up  the  hearts  of  some  of 
the  Lord's  people  to  pray  for  him.  The  native  preachers,  surrounded 
as  they  continually  are  by  the  deadening  influences  of  heathenism, 
greatly  need  our  prayers.  Let  us  pray,  too,  for  his  twin  boys, 
Samud  and  Peter  (now  about  five  years  old),  that  they  may  be  early 
converted,  and  may  become  as  earnest  preachers  of  the  gospel  as 
their  father  is." 

Neng-kwe  was  soon  blessed  in  his  new  sphere  of  work 
at  Ning-hai,  and  after  a  time  a  little  church  was  gathered 
there.    He  was  associated  with  the  son  of  the  old  farmer 
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Wong  Kyiio-yiao,  and,  before  ^Mr.  Crombie's  return  to 
England,  he  bad  expressed  tbe  desire  to  go  and  evangelize 
in  the  district  in  which  he  had  formerly  learned  his  trade, 
'Ong-zih,  which  was  wholly  destitute  of  the  gospel.  At 
that  time  the  great  excitement  prevalent  throughout  China 
rendered  any  immediate  steps  unadvisable ;  but  (after  Mr. 
Crombie  had  left)  when  quiet  and  confidence  had  been  in 
a  measure  restored,  Mr.  WilliamBon  sent  him  to  'Ong- 
zih,  in  November  1870.  A  station  was  opened  in  Dong-*o, 
one  of  the  five  adjoining  villages  of  the  district.  During 
the  first  year,  among  the  many  who  had  heard  the  gospel, 
two  persons  renounced  idolatry,  and  gave  evidence  of  real 
conversion.  Both  of  them  died  suddenly  in  September 
1871 — about  the  time  when  they  were  to  hove  been 
baptized.  They  fell  asleep,  it  is  hoped,  trusting  in  Him 
who  has  taken  away  the  sting  of  death.  Since  then  the 
work  has  continued  to  progress.  A  second  station  has 
been  opened  in  an  adjoining  village,  called  Qyiao-bamg; 
and  there  are  now  in  the  two  stations  under  Neng-kwe's 
care  eight  persons  in  church  fellowship,  and  one  inquirer. 
May  our  dear  brother  be  more  and  more  blessed  in.  his 
labours,  and,  like  the  palm  tree,  bring  forth  better  and 
more  abundant  fruit  as  he  grows  older  and  physically 
weaker,  until,  called  to  lay  down  his  armour,  he  sh^ 
receive  an  abundant  entrance  into  the  haven  of  rest.  Well 
will  it  be  in  that  day  if  all  our  readers  are  found  to  have 
been  as  faithful  to  Him  who  bought  them  (in  proportion 
to  their  advantages  and  privileges)  as  our  poor  and  un- 
lettered brotilLer  Fang  Neag-kwe. 

LOH  AH-TS^IH. 

In  the  foregoing  account  of  Fong  Neng-kwe,  the  obser- 
vant reader  will  have  noticed  the  great  benefit  which  the 
Eomanized  Colloquial  confers  on  the  poorer  Chinese  eon- 
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verts.  There  we  see  a  man  wlio  otherwise  could  never 
have  read  the  Bible,  not  only  enabled  to  do  so  himself, 
but  becoming  the  teacher  of  many  others.  Another  instance 
of  the  same  kind  is  to  be  found  in  Loh  Ah-ts'ih^  whose 
name  has  not  un&equently  been  mentioned  in  recent 
Occasional  Papers. 

He  was  first  brought  under  my  notice  in  Ning-po,  about 
the  year  1858,  for  the  treatment  of  his  eyes.  His  dis- 
tressed condition  had  excited  the  pity  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jones ;  for  he  was  nearly  blind,  only  half  clad,  and  much 
broken  down  in  health.  But  for  the  helping  hand  then 
held  out  to  him,  he  would  probably  have  ere  long  suc- 
cumbed to  the  adverse  circumstances  by  which  he  was 
surrounded;  but,  kindly  cared  for  by  them,  his  health 
improved  imder  appropriate  medical  treatment,  and  by 
means  of  one  or  two  operations  his  eyesight  was  restored^ 
and  eversion  of  the  eyelids,  from  which  he  suffered,  was 
largely  removed.  "While  living  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Jones, 
he  learned  to  read  the  Bomanized  Colloquial  with  ease,  and 
early  showed  great  pleasure  in  his  books.  God  was 
pleased  to  give  him  that  spiritual  enlightenment  which  is 
far  more  precious  than  any  earthly  vision.  When  I  took 
charge  of  the  Ning-po  hospital,  in  1859,  he  was  still  under 
treatment,  and  came  to  reside  with  me.  Well  do  I 
remember  the  happy  countenance  which  told  its  own  tale 
of  the  joy  and  peace  within.  He  remained  with  me  imtil 
I  left  Ning-po  for  England ;  and  for  some  time  afterwards 
I  used  to  receive  good  accounts  of  him  from  Mrs.  Bausum 
(afterwards  Mrs.  Lord),  under  whose  kind  care  I  had  left 
him. 

About  the  time  that  Ning-po  was  taken  and  held  by  the 
rebels  he  was  engaged  in  some  business,  the  exact  nature 
of  which  I  do  not  know.  Probably,  from  his  connexion 
with  foreigners,  he  was  safer  than  he  otherwise  might 
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have  been,  and  able  to  conduct  a  more  profitable  trade. 
I  believe  that  he  made  a  little  money,  became  lifted  up, 
and  ere  long  fell  into  some  fiin,  on  account  of  which  he 
was  suspended  from  communion.  At  what  time  this  took 
place,  and  what  became  of  him  in  the  meantime,  I  never 
heard ;  but  soon  after  our  dispensary  was  opened  in  Hang- 
chau,  in  1867,  he  appeared  as  a  patient,  his  eyes  baring 
again  suffered  from  exposure  and  neglect.  He  was  then 
very  poor,  and  was  working  as  a  porter.  It  was  necessary 
for  him  to  become  an  in-patient  for  a  time;  and  when  a 
little  improved,  he  was  engaged  by  us  as  a  water-carrier, 
and  subsequently  as  a  cook.  After  his  eyes  were  better 
ho  resumed  his  old  interest  in  reading ;  but  it  was  some 
time  ere  he  applied  for  restoration  to  church  fellowship. 
Since  his  re-reception  he  has  proved  a  faithful  follower  of 
the  Lord  Jesus. 

For  a  long  time  he  filled  the  post  of  cook  to  the  Hang- 
chau  schools,  and  in  this  position  had  many  opportunities 
of  improving  himself,  and  of  influencing  those  around  him 
for  good.  His  method  of  study  was  firom  the  first  a 
peculiar  one.  He  did  not  buy  a  New  Testament,  or  a 
large  portion  of  it,  and  read  it  through — ^indeed  at  that 
time  the  tcholc  Testament  was  not  procurable — but  pur- 
chased a  single  gospel,  or  an  epistle  or  two.  These  he 
read  through  and  through  till  they  were  almost  committed 
to  memory,  inquiring  the  meaning  of  difficult  passages, 
and  meditating  upon  the  portion  in  hand,  until  he  felt 
himself  thoroughly  familiar  with  it.  Then,  and  not  before, 
he  would  take  up  another  portion,  and  go  through  that  in 
the  same  manner.  While  making  the  Word  of  God  his 
own  in  this  way,  he  was  (latterly)  fulfilling  his  duiy  faith- 
fully as  cook.  Under  date  of  January  14th,  1869, 1  find  a 
notice  of  him  as  follows  : — 

**  The  school-cook  is  a  mliiable  man  and  qtxite  a  character.    His 
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{^xwunts  are  taken  twice  a  week,  but  he  is  allowed  to  cater  for  the 
beys  as  he  Hkea,  at  the  rate  of  thirteen  cash,  or,  a  little  over  a  half - 
peiiinj  p&[  head  per  meaL  What  he  can  save  out  of  this  in  a  month 
is  used  to  the  advantage  of  the  boys  next  month.  He  sometimes 
manages  to  save  as  much  as  2,000  cosh  (about  8s.).  It  pleases  him 
and  the  boys,  and  is  a  great  saving.  Ah-ts4h  is  clean,  and  scrupu- 
lously exact.  He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Ning-po  church, 
and  has  a  very  good  knowledge  of  the  Soripturo." 

He  continued  to  grow  in  grace,  and  manifested  more 

and  more  desire  to  labour  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel. 

About  a  year  later  he  \ras  set  free  from  his  culinary  duties, 

to  go  up  the  country  a  hundred  miles  as  a  colporteur.     In 

his  first  journey  he  sold  all  his  books,  but  vas  not  anxious 

to  go  the  same  way  again,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  he 

found  in  preaching  to  the  people — the  language  spoken 

fhere  being  very  different  from  his  native  dialect.     Mr. 

McCarthy,  writing  of  him  from  Hang-chau,  on  June  8th, 

1B70,  says : — 

"  Although  he  has  not  very  good  eyesight,  he  has  nearly  com- 
mitted to  memory  whcle  books  of  the  New  Testament.  He  enjoys 
selling  books  and  speaking  to  those  he  meets,  and  we  feel  that  he  is 
xcnlly  doing  it  for  the  Lord.  As  he  did  not  wish  to  return  to  Sui- 
gan-hien  (a  city  in  the  prefecture  of  Yen-chau),  we  waited  on  the 
Lord  as  to  where  He  would  have  him  to  go.  One  day,  Ah-ts'ih  was 
speaking  to  some  Ning-po  men,  and  found  tfhey  were  residents  of  a 
^strict  in  the  prefecture  of  Ha-ehau.  They  said  that  in  the  city  of 
Hiao-fniig  and  its  Berrtumding  distacxet  there  wae  quite  a  colony  of 
lAiBg-po  and  Shao-hing  men,  and  invited  him  to  go  there  and  sell 
books.  After  some  prayer  we  decided  to  let  him  go.  He  took  a 
number  of  books  and  tracts  wi€h  him,  and,  being  commended  to  Grod, 
8€ft  off.  Hiao-fung  is  a  couple  of  days'  journey  from  Hang-chau. 
In  abOBt  three  weeks  he  retvmed,  saying  that  the  peofde  of  Dsang-du, 
a  busy  town  about  five  Bkxglish  miles  from  Hiao-fung,  had  promised 
a  chapel  and  forms  if  a  foreigner  would  go  and  open  a  chapel.  As 
tiiere  was  cause  to  fear,  however,  that  their  reason  for  wishing  the 
presence  of  a  foreigner  was  thereby  to  frighten  the  old  residente,  I 
decided  not  to  go  myself  at  present;  but  Ah»tB^  returned  to  them 
last  week  with  a  fresh  parcel  of  tracts,  and  whether  we  shall  ulti- 
mately have  a  chapel  there  or  not  is  at  present  difficult  to  say.    But 
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the  Lord  arranges  all  matters  so  easily  that  we  can  safely  leave  the 
future  in  His  hands ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  the  work  is  going  on. 
We  pray  that,  whatever  their  motive  may  be,  the  Lord  may  save 
souls  there ;  and  if  He  should  stir  them  up  to  provide  a  place  for  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel,  it  would  be  the  answer  to  many  prayers." 

On  Ah-ts'ili's  return,  the  people  provided  a  room  for  a 
chapel,  and  furnished  it  with  seats.  Many  persons  came 
and  heard  the  Word,  and  learned  the  nature  and  object  of 
the  gospel.  Wong  Lse-djiin  paid  them  a  visit  in  July, 
1870,  about  a  month  or  so  after  Ah-ts'ih  had  gone  back, 
and  foimd  much  apparently  promising  attention  to  the 
truth.  The  people  still  had  a  hope  that  they  might  receive 
help  in  their  local  difficulties  with  the  old  residents ;  but, 
of  course,  Ah-ts'ih,  beyond  exhorting  them  to  forbearance 
and  peace,  refused  to  interfere  in  these  matters,  and  would 
know  nothing  among  them  but  Jesus  Christ  and  JTim 
crucified.  In  this  way  he  continued  to  work  for  a  lon^ 
time,  and  rays  of  gospel  light,  and  books  containing^ 
gospel  truth,  found  entrance  into  many  remote  comers 
among  the  hills. 

Six  months  later,  in  January,  1871,  Mr.  McCarthy  paid 
a  visit  to  the  place  (passing  on  the  way  through  Di-p'u, 
where,  latterly,  an  assistant  has  been  stationed),  and  spent 
three  days  mth  Ah-ts*ih,  visiting  about  among  the  people^ 
who  were  very  friendly,  and  willing  to  listen  to  the  gospeL 
On  Sunday,  there  were  fifty-six  persons  present  at  the 
morning  service,  and  nearly  half  that  number  in  the  after- 
noon. Idolatry  did  not  appear  to  have  a  very  strong  hold 
upon  them,  but  ancestral  worship  was  a  much  more  serious 
obstacle  to  their  ready  acceptance* of  Christ.  Three  op 
four  seemed  deeply  interested,  though  none  were  definitely 
seeking  for  salvation. 

During  the  year  1871,  Ah-ts'ih,  assisted  by  *0  Ah-ho 
(who  is  now  labouring  at  Lan-k*i),  continued  his  work  at 


91 

Dzing-du  and  Di-p*u.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  there 
was  much  excitement  in  this  direction,  and  a  fear,  both  on 
the  part  of  the  people  and  of  their  authorities,  that  the 
rebellion  was  about  to  break  out  again.  On  one  of  Ah- 
ho's  missionary  journeys  to  the  neighbouring  city  of 
Q-an-kih,  he  was  arrested  on  suspicion  of  being  a  rebel 
spy,  and  imprisoned.  Mr.  McCarthy  went  there,  called 
on  the  district  magistrate,  and  informed  him  of  Ah-ho's 
real  work,  and  of  his  connexion  with  himself.  The 
mandarin  at  once  expressed  his  regret  at  the  mistake,  and 
liberated  him,  putting  out  a  proclamation,  at  Mr. 
McCarthy's  suggestion,  to  inform  the  people  of  his  real 
errand.  Since  then  we  have  been  &]^le  to  keep  a  colpor- 
teur, or  an  evangelist,  employed  in  this  city,  and  several 
persons  have  made  profession  of  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
there.  About  this  time,  Mr.  McCarthy  employed  another 
young  evangelist,  named  Ziao-gyi,  to  work  imder  Ah-ts'ih's 
care,  and  their  evangelistic  journeys  have  extended  to 
Kwang-teh,  in  Gan-hwuy.  No  small  amount  of  labour, 
therefore,  has  been  expended  in  this  neighbourhood  by 
the  native  brethren  ;  and  Ah-ts'ih,  by  frequent  visits  and 
interchanges  with  the  younger  evangelists,  has  helped  and 
cheered  them,  and  done  good  service  to  the  Lord  in  his 
care  for  their  spiritual  prosperity. 

Towards  the  dose  of  the  year  he  had  to  return  to  Hang- 
chau,  intending  to  go  back  speedily;  but  God  detained 
him  there  for  a  time  that  he  might  do  a  work  for  Him  in 
the  Church,  far  more  important,  perhaps,  than  anything 
he  could  have  effected  in  the  way  of  evangelization.  Just 
at  that  time,  Mr.  McCarthy,  who  had  not  only  his  own 
family  to  care  for,  but  also  the  responsibility  of  some 
twenty  native  assistants  resting  upon  him,  and  the  tem- 
porarj^charge  of  about  thirty  children  in  the  Hang-chau 
schools — for  all  of  which  he  was  looking  to  the  Lord  for 
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support — found  himself  without  funds.  I  wish  I  were  at 
liberty  to  dwell  more  fuUy  on  his  circumstances,  and  on 
the  way  in  which  God  cared  for  him  in  his  need,  and  for 
those  around  him  in  theirs.  One  native  brother,  who 
could  not  but  see  his  difficulties,  toolc  what  may,  perhaps, 
be  deemed  a  questionable  step — spawned  his  clothes,  in 
order  to  help  liis  beloved  friend  in.  his  distress.  Whether 
the  best  thing  in  itself  or  not,  it  at  least  proved  his  love. 
Other  brethren  bore  his  need  and  their  own  before  the 
Lord  in  expectant  prayer.  There  was  indeed  only  God  to 
look  to,  for  at  that  very  time  our  ordinary  channel  of 
transmitting  the  funds  entrusted  to  us  was  closed  by  the 
dangerous  illness  of  our  brother  Mr.  C.  T.  Fishe,  of  which 
we  in  England  were  unaware  tUl  some  time  after.  Never- 
theless, God  was  in  tender  love  teaching  His  own  lesson 
in  His  own  way,  and  did  not  fail  His  tried  servant,  though 
the  trial  was  long  and  severe.  But  Ah-ts'ih,  with  his 
heart  burning  for  the  perishing  heathen  on  every  hand, 
recognised  in  this  trial  tlie  voice  of  Ood  calling  on  the  native 
churches  to  come  forward  and  help  in  the  great  work. 
Inviting  the  Christians  together,  he  laid  ilmr  duty,  the 
need  of  their  countrymen,  and  the  claims  of  God  so  earnestly 
before  them,  that  they  formed  at  once  a  Native  Missionary 
society.  The  particulars  of  its  formation  were  given  in 
Occasional  Papers,  No.  29,  page  192,  and  No.  30,  page  24(y, 
80  that  we  need  not  repeat  them  here. 

As  soon  as  circumstances  permitted,  Ah-ts'ih  returned  to 
his  sphere  of  labour  at  Di-p'u,  and  has  continued  his  efforts 
there  through  the  past  year.  He  returned  to  Hang-chau 
at  its  close.  The  account  of  the  anniversary  meeting  of 
the  Native  Missionary  Society  there  this  year  is  contained 
in  the  preceding  pages  of  the  present  number.  I  wiH  only 
add,  in  conclusion,  that  latterly  his  health  has  been  far 
from  good,  and  he  needs  our  prayers. 
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HowABS,  Mr.  J.  E.)  Lordship  Lane,  Tottenham. 
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CHINA   INLAND   MISSION. 

OCCASIONAL  PAPER,  No.  34. 

6  Ptbland  Boas, 

Nbwington  Gbben  N. 
Deab  Feiends, 

The  present  Oecasional  Paper  contains  veiy  interest- 
ing extracts  from  Mr,  Cardwell's  correspondence  with 
Mr.  Taylor,  with  a  description  of  his  journey  by  boat 
on  the  Po-yang  lake,  during  which  he  circulated  large 
numbers  of  copies  of  the  Gt)6pels  and  other  portions  of  the 
Word  of  God. 

Mr.  Stott  also  writes  of  encouragement  in  his  labours, 
giving  us  further  cause  for  thankfulness.  Portions  of  his 
letters  to  Mr.  Taylor  will  also  be  found  in  this  number. 

We  are  glad  to  say  that  the  accounts  of  the  health  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor,  and  most  of  the  missionaries,  are 
satisfactory. 

The  two  brethren  who  recently  arrived  in  China,  are 
preparing  themselves  for  their  work  by  diligently  studying 
the  language.  We  regret  that  Mr.  Williamson  is  obliged 
to  return  home  owing  to  delicate  health,  but  on  the  other 
hand,  we  are  thankful  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judd  are  enabled 
to  go  back  to  their  labours  in  China,  Mri^.  Judd's  health 
being  sufficiently  restored.  They  started  from  Liverpool 
with  Miss  Bowy^r,  on  the  3rd  September,  by  the  American 
route,  leaving  one  of  their  children  in  the  care  of  kind 
friends  in  England.  Fresh  helpers  also  accompanied  them 
— ^Messrs.  Taylor  and  JBaller.  It  had  long  been  the  desire 
of  the  Directors  of  this  work  (as  mentioned  in  our  last 
Oeeasionai  Paper),  to  send  out  fresh  labourers  in  order  to 
enable  Mr.  Taylor  to  extend  the  work  to  some  of  the 
unoccupied  provinces ;  and  when  Mr.  Judd  expressed 
his  wish  to  return  to  China  fomewhat  sooner  than  had 
been  anticipated,  the  Council  were  most  anxious  that  any 
whom  the  Lord  might  raise  up  should  go  out  in  his 
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company,  but  although  many  had  presented  themselves  as 
candidates  for  the  mission  work,  there  were  none  who 
were  then  ready  to  embrace  this  opportunity. 

At  this  juncture  the  two  brethren  named  above  were 
brought  forward  by  our  much  esteemed  brother  Mr. 
Guinness,  as  men  in  whom  he  had  the  fullest  confidence, 
and  who  had  been  trained  in  his  valuable  institute  for 
some  time  past,  with  a  view  to  labour  for  the  Lord  in 
foreign  fields. 

About  this  time  a  considerable  sum  of  money  was  handed 
to  Mr.  Judd  for  the  veiy  purpose  above  mentioned,  in 
addition  to  other  sums  contributed  especially  for  the  outfit 
and  passage  money  of  himseK  and  party.  "  Whoso  is  wise 
and  will  observe  these  things,  even  he  shall  understand 
the  lovingkindness  of  the  Lord." 

We  would  earnestly  commend  to  your  prayers  all  these 
brethren  and  sisters  now  on  their  way  out. 

Mr.  Meadows  still  continues  in  very  indifferent  health, 
but  he  has  been  able  to  hold  some  meetings  in  the  north  of 
England. 

Your  prayers  are  especially  requested  for  our  inde- 
fatigable fellow-worker,  Miss  Blatchley,  whose  health  has 
so  seriously  failed  during  the  last  few  months,  that  she  is 
quite  laid  aside  firom'the  work  in  which  she  has  been 
hitherto  so  unwearied.  We  should  indeed  rejoice  if  it 
were  the  Lord's  will  to  restore  her  some  measure  of  bodily 
strength,  but  she  is  enabled  to  trust  herself  in  His  hands 
who  "  doeth  all  things  well." 

At  the  end  of  this  paper  will  be  found  the  balance  sheet 

for  the  financial  year  ending  May  26th,  1873,  duly  audited 

and  signed. — Yours  in  the  Lord, 

R  H.  Hill,        )  „      ^ 
Henby  Soltau,  I  ^^'  ^^' 
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'*  For  M  the  rain  oometh  down,  and  the  snow  from  heaven,  and 
refcometh  not  thither,  but  watereth  the  earth,  and  maketh  it  bring 
forth  and  bad,  that  it  may  give  seed  to  the  sower,  and  bread  to  the 
eater ;  so  shall  m j  word  be  that  g^th  forth  out  of  my  mouth :  it 
shall  not  return  unto  me  void,  but  it  shall  aocomplish  that  which  I 
please,  and  prosper  in  the  thing  whereto  I  sent  it." — Isa.  Iv.  10,  11. 


Taho-Ghav,  July  1873. 
Deab  Friends, 

My  last  letter  was  dated  from  Nankin,  where  Messrs. 
Oroombridge  and  Donovan  are  still  staying.  J  left  there, 
after  a  stay  of  three  months,  on  April  28th,  and  came  here 
by  way  of  Chin-kiang.  The  intervening  time  has  been  spent 
partly  here,  and  partly  in  Chin-kiang.  Having  much 
interesting  matter  ta  put  before  you,  I  will  commence 
without  further  preface  with  our  most  westerly  station — 
Kiu-kiang. 

Kiu-kiang  is,  as  most  of  our  readers  will  be  aware,  a 
prefectural  city  on  the  Yang-tze-kiang,  about  500  miles 
&om  Shang-hai,  and  near  the  mouth  of  the  Po-yang  lake. 
It  is  one  of  the  open  ports,  and  the  natural  outlet  for  the 
green  teas  of  Kiang-si.  Our  only  missionary  there  is  Mr. 
Gardwell,  who,  with  his  wife,  arrived  in  China  on  the  1st 
March  1868.  In  the  first  instance  he  joined  Mr.  Jackson 
at  T'ai-chau,  in  Cheh-kiang,  and  studied  the  dialect  of  that 
place ;  but,  &om  long-continued  illness,*  he  was  compelled 
to  leave  that  southern  station,  and  in  December  1869, 
reached  KLu-kiang,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Sending  me 
an  account  of  his  work  from  its  commencement,  he,  at  my 
request,  writes : — 

*'  From  the,time  of  my  arrival  in  Kiu-kiang  to  March  1871, 1  was 
unable  to  do  muoh  except  study  the  dialect,  which  is  entirely  dif- 
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f erent  from  tliat  irhioh  I  had  already  acquired ;  here  I  had  also  to 
oommenoe  learning  the  Chinese  written  character. 

**0n  the  20th  March  1871,  my  mission  boat  was  dedicated  to  the 
service  of  the  Lord,  and  I  started  the  same  day  for  a  jonmey  up  the 
Yang-tze,  calling  at  two  towns  and  four  viUages  in  the  Hu-peh  pro* 
yince.    I  sold  660  Gospels,  200  small  books,  and  250  tracts."  * 

From  this  time,  Mr.  Cardwell's  itinerant  work  fairly 
commenced,  and  he  has  expended  all  his  subsequent 
efTorts,  I  believe,  in  the  province  of  Kiang-si,  in  which,  as 
will  be  seen,  he  has  visited  upwards  of  100  cities,  towns,  and 
villages ;  and  has  sold  more  than  15,500  books  and  tracts, 
nearly  half  of  them  being  Old  or  New  Testaments,  single 
G-ospels,  or  Gospels  and  Epistles. 

In  April  1871,  he  mad^  a  journey  to  Hu-k'au-hien,  a 
distance  of  60  li.  But  in  the  following  month  he  made  a 
much  longer  tour,  visiting  Nan-k'ang  Fu,  to  the  east  of  the 
Po-yang  Lake,  Nan-ch'ang,  the  capital  of  the  province, 
Emd  Fu-chau  Fu,  to  the  south  of  the  lake.  He  returned  by 
Jau-chau  Fu,  on  the  west  of  the  Po-yang.  This  long 
journey  of  770  li  (230  English  miles)  occupied  a  month, 
during  which  time  Mr.  CardweU  visited  five  cities,  six 
towns,  and  fourteen  villages,  selling  thirty-nine  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  2,000  Gospels,  and  400  other  books,  f 
Fu-chau  Fu,  in  Kiang-si,  the  most  southerly  point  reached 
by  Mr.  Cardwell  in*  this  journey,  is  in  the  same  latitude  ad 
Wun-chau,  in  Cheh-kiang.  Between  Ning-po  (which  we 
have  mentioned  as  parallel  in  latitude  with  Kiu-kiang)  and 
Wun-chau  (parallel  with  Fu-chau),  our  own  mission  alone 
has  nine  or  ten  stations  and  out-stations ;  but  in  all  the 
districts  traversed  by  Mr.  Cardwell,  there  is  not  one  mis- 
sion station,  nor  preacher,  nor — as  far  as  is  known  to  us — 
native  Christian,  residing.     The  importance  of  such  jour- 

*  An  account  of  this  visit  was  given  in  O.P.,  No.  26,  pp.  94,  95. 

t  A  detailed  account  of  this  journey  appeared  in  O.P.»  No,  27»  pp. 
122-128. 
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neys  is,  therefore,  very  great ;  aad  the  need  of  these  dis- 
tricts is  truly  appalling. 

In  September  of  this  year,  he  obtained  the  help  of  Chun 
Chow-tung,  having  up  to  that  time  been  without  a  native 
assistant.  In  company  with  this  helper,  he  made  several 
missionary  journeys  during  this  and  the  following  year.  * 

It  was  September  1872  when  Mr.  Cardwell's  latest 
journey  was  taken,  and  this  time  he  travelled  southward  by 
the  Kan  river,  visiting  many  places  also  on  the  confluent 
streams.  He  was  able  to  make  his  way  as  far  south  as 
Wan-gan-hien  (lat.  26  deg.  30  min.),  a  city  distant  from 
Kiu-kiang  1,200  li  by  water.  Besides  the  prefectural 
cities  Lin-kiang  and  Kih-gan,  seven  district  cities  (capitals 
of  counties)  and  tweniy-seven  towns  and  villages  were 
visited,  and  the  sale  of  71  Old  Testaments,  170  New  Tes- 
taments, 2,500  Gospels  and  Epistles,  and  3,530  small  books 
and  tracts  was  effected.  Many  young  literary  men  pur- 
chased copies  of  the  Scriptures. 

In  June  1872,  Mr.  CardweU  rented  more  available  pre- 
mises than  he  had  previously  occupied,  and  opened  a 
chapel  in  them  on  17th  December.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  xinable  to  leave  his  post  for  long  journeys.  In 
February  1873,  he  baptized  a  soldier  named  Lo-gan-fuh,  a 
native  of  Gan-jen-hien,  who  has  subsequently  become  one 
of  his  helpers.  In  the  following  month  he  opened  a  board- 
ing school  for  orphan  boys ;  and  has  now  four  boarders, 
the  teacher  of  whom  professes  faith  in  Christ,  though,  we 
believe,  he  has  not  yet  been  baptized.  But  the  measure 
of  encouragement  Mr.  Card  well  has  subsequently  met 
with,  will  be  best  learned  from  his  own  and  Mrs.  Cardwell's 
letters.  The  first  extract  we  will  make  is  &om  a  letter 
dated  March  18th,  1873  :— 

*  See  O.P.,  No.  29,  pp.  181-184. 
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**  I  beliere  I  told  yon  in  my  last  about  my  autumn  journey,  and 
that  soon  after  my  return  I  opened  the  chapel.  From  that  time  tUl  the 
new  year,  we  had  large  numbers  twice  and  often  three  times  a  day,  to 
hear  the  gospel ;  many  coming  in  the  intervals  to  ask  questicms,  and 
talk  about  the  doctrine.  Soon  after  the  new  year,  the  weather  be- 
coming cold,  the  attendance  slackened,  but  not  so  the  interest. 
Among  our  neighbours,  several  of  whom  come  daily,  one  man,  a  deik 
from  a  very  respectable  bank  opposite,  has  giren  his  name  as  a  can- 
didate. He  is  a  natire  of  Ilwuy-chau  Fu,  in  the  G-an-hwuy  pro- 
vince. Living  so  near  to  uS)  we  cannot  help  noticing  the  change 
that  has  come  over  the  man ;  and  from  oonversation  with  him,  have 
every  reason  to  hope  he  is  sincere  in  his  profession.  Never  a  day 
passes  without  his  coming  over  to  see  us.  Of  course  his  time  is  not 
his  own,  and  it  is  this  alone  that  prevents  him  being  with  us  at  every 
service. 

*'  We  have  also  a  tailor  living  on  our  left  hand  who  professes  to 
believe,  but  of  him  I  cannot  at  present  say  much.  A  young  barber, 
too,  comes  regularly  to  our  evening  service,  and  wishes  to  have  his 
name  entered  as  a  believer,  but  he  smokes  opium,  and  I  declined  to 
receive  him  as  a  candidate  until  he  has  broken  off  the  habit,  which  he 
says  he  much  desires  to  do.  There  are  several  others  of  our  neigh- 
bours of  whom  we  have  hope. 

"The  most  pleasing  case,  however,  is  that  of  Lo-gan-fuh,  a  soldier, 
who  has  been  attending  reg^ularly  for  upwards  of  twelvemonths,  and 
whom  I  baptised  in  the  Yang-tze  on  the  27th  of  last  month.  I  have 
every  confidence  in  him  as  a  true  believer  and  an  earnest  worker  for 
the  Lord.  lu  proof  of  this,  he  has  been  instrumental  in  the  conversion 
of  three  other  soldiers,  and  two  Tauist  priests.  The  latter  have  been 
ascetics  for  upwards  of  twelve  years.  One  is  with  us  here,  the  other 
is  at  the  American  Mission,  through  a  mistake  he  made  during  my 
absence  last  autumn,  in  having  his  name  entered  on  their  books ;  not 
knowing  at  the  time  but  that  he  was  being  entered  on  ours,  as  their 
assistant  and  mine  are  of  the  same  name. 

"  Lo-gan-fuh's  term  of  service  here  having  expired,  he  left  for  his 
home  in  Gan-jen-hien  a  few  days  after  his  baptism ;  his  intention 
being  to  leave  the  ranks  as  quickly  as  he  can.  He  feels  he  cannot 
remain  there,  having  already  suffered  much  from  his  officer  for  not 
doing  what  is  against  his  principles  as  a  Christian.  I  look  forward 
with  pleasure  to  his  return ;  and  it  is  my  heart's  desire  and  daily 
prayer,  that  the  Lord  may  send  me  four  or  five  more  such  men,  so  as 
to  form  a  class  of  students  who  shall,  after  prayerful  training,  be 
fitted  to  work  in  the  interior. 
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<*  I  have  lately  opend  a  boarding  school,  and  have  already  three 
scholars,  one  boy  aged  fifteen,  bonnd  for  five  years ;  another  agped 
fourteen,  bound  for  six  years ;  the  other,  a  young  Tauiflt  priest,  aged 
eighteen  years,  an  orphazi,  who  will  remain  with  me  as  long  as  I 
think  it  well  to  keep  him.  He  already  reads  the  character  well,  and 
is  a  native  of  Fu^chau  Fa,  in  this  province.  I  take  only  orphauB,  or 
at  least  those  who  have  only  a  mother,  and  she,  unable  to  provide  for 
them.  The  teacher  of  the  boys  was  formerly  my  own  teacher,  and 
has  professed  himself  a  believer,  and  walked  consistently  for  a  long 
time. 

*'  I  had  intended  starting  this  month  on  a  long  journey  to  the  ex- 
treme south  of  the  province,  taking  all  the  side  streams  on  my  return ; 
for  which  purpose  I  obtained  a  large  stock  of  books,  but  I  take  the 
aspect  of  affairs  here  as  indicative  of  the  Lord's  presence,  as  weU  as 
clearly  pointing  out  to  me  that  my  path  of  duty  for  the  present  is  to 
remain  at  home.  I  seek  an  interest  in  your  prayers,  that  I  may  have 
wisdom  to  guide  and  instruct  these  babes  in  Christ.  My  assistant 
gives  me  daily  much  joy  by  his  earnest  desire  to  labour  for  the  sal- 
vation  of  souls. 

**  Your  kind  remittance  came  at  a  needed  time,  as  I  had  just  spent 
my  last  doUar.  What  with  repairing  the  house,  fitting  up  the 
chapel,  school-room,  and  bedrooms,  clothing  the  boys,  &c.,  &c.,  my 
expenses  have  been  very  heavy.  I  felt  I  could  not  wait  till  I  saw 
you  to  consult  about  matters,  as  it  was  uncertain  when  you  would  be 
able  to  visit  us;  and  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  time  had  come  to 
act,  and  as  the  Lord  had  so  opened  up  the  way,  I  felt  I  could  trust 
in  TTitn  to  provide.  Our  household  now  numbers  sixteen  souls.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  seeing  you,  and  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before 
we  have  that  pleasure.  I  have  much  to  talk  to  you  about,  not  having 
seen  you  for  so  long." 

A  month  later,  April  19  th,  he  wrote  again  : — 

"  Your  letter,  enclosing  cheque  for taels  is  just  to  hand,  for 

which  accept  many  thanks.  It  has  arrived  very  opportunely,  for  our 
expenses  are  heavy.    My  letter,  written  on  the  18th  of  last,  month 

(the  one  quoted  ^m  above),  enclosing  receipts,  &c.,  for  the  

taels  you  sent  for  rent,  I  am  sorry  you  have  not  received,  and  am 
disappointed  that  you  shoidd  not  have  known  sooner  how  the  Lord 
is  prospering  His  work  here ;  for  it  would  have  rejoiced  your  heart. 
I  am  happy  to  tell  you  we  are  still  receiving  blessing. 

'*  Since  I  wrote  last,  an  old  gentleman  who  has  been  a  regular  in- 
quirer since  the  chapel  was  opened,  has  professed  himself  a  believer 
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in  the  trath.  Living  independently,  lie  has  maoh  spare  time,  irhioli 
he  spends  here  in  the  study  of  the  Word.  He  did  not  qnicUy  de- 
cide ;  but  when  he  did,  he  seemed  as  though  he  oonld  not  be  suffi- 
ciently grateful  to  Grod  for  haying  led  him  in  his  old  age  to  find  the 
only  true  way  for  his  soul's  salvation ;  and  he  is  now  always  exhort- 
ing others  to  believe.  He  has  three  sons  in  business  living  in  his 
house.  My  dear  wife  has  invited  his  wife  and  daughters-in-law  to 
visit  us,  some  of  whom  wish  to  follow  in  the  steps  of  the  head  of  the 
household. 

**  We  have  two  other  interesting  cases.  One  is  that  of  a  young  man 
who  has  been  a  Buddhist  priest  for  eighteen  years,  ten  of  which  he 
has  abstained  from  animal  food.  He  is  of  the  higher  order  of  priests, 
an  intelligent  man,  and  has  a  good  knowledge  of  the  Chinese  written 
character.  He  was  brought  to  see  the  fstlsehood  of  the  Buddhist 
religion,  and  led  to  seek  the  truth  by  reading  the  New  Testament,  a 
copy  of  which  he  accidentally  met  with,  in  one  of  the  many  temples  on 
the  neighbouring  hills.  He,  too,  has  been  an  inquirer  for  some  time, 
and  has  been  very  anxious  that  we  should  receive  him  here  to  study. 
I  have  seen  no  reason  to  doubt  his  sincerity,  and,  therefore,  have 
taken  him  into  the  house.  He  has  changed  his  dress,  anH  is  now 
studying  in  earnest.  The  other  inquirer  serves  as  my  teacher  in  the 
morning,  and  the  rest  of  the  day  applies  himself  to  the  study  of  the 
Scriptures.  Lo-gan-fuh  has  also  returned,  so  there  are  three,  all 
natives  of  this  province,  whom  I  trust  may  prove  helpers  in  spreading 
the  truth  at  some  day  not  far  distant.  Without  a  g^d  native  agency, 
I  feel  we  can  accomplish  but  little ;  these,  prepared  and  qualified  by 
the  Lord,  must  ultimately  carry  on  the  woik  independently  of  us,  or 
else  the  country  will  never  be  compassed.  We  have  also  two  other 
soldiers  and  a  neighbour,  who  are  regular  in  their  attendance.  In 
one  of  these  we  have  much  satisfaction ;  he  is  a  native  of  Ynen-shan 
hien. 

'*  My  afternoon  Bible-class  now  numbers  five  young  men ;  this, 
with  morning  prayer-meeting,  evening  service,  and  public  preaching 
in  the  chapel  once  or  twice,  is  our  every  day's  employment.  I  have 
received  another  boardersince  I  wrote  you,  so  now  we  number  eighteen 
in  all.  This  last  boy  is  aged  sixteen,  bound  for  six  years,  an  orphan, 
well  up  in  the  character,  a  native  of  Kien-ch^ang  Fu,  in  this  province. 
I  cannot  by  letter  enter  into  the  details  of  every  interesting  circum- 
stance connected  with  those  in  our  house ;  but  when  I  see  you  I  shall 
have  much  to  tell  you.  You  speak  of  inquirers.  If  you  mean  those 
who  frequently  come  and  appear  interested,  of  such  we  have  very 
many. 
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<<  Mj  boat  oostfl  me  about  130  dollars  per  year,  without  extra  re- 
pairs. Before  I  take  another  joumej,  she  wiU  need  a  good  deal  of 
repair,  for  my  last  shook  her  much. 

'<  Through  mercj  we  are  all  well ;  the  children  full  of  life  and 
health." 

A  little  later,  Mr.  Cardwell  sent  me  some  farther  par- 
tioulars  of  the  work,  from  which  we  learn  that  he  has 
seventeen  candidates  for  baptism  on  his  list,  and  eight  in- 
quirers, has  three  native  helpers,  an  evangelist,  a  colpor- 
teur, and  a  school  teacher ;  that  in  the  boys'  jschool  there 
are  four  boarders,  and  that  several  adults  are  residing  with 
him  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  Scriptures.  That 
during  the  past  year  he  has  visited  eighteen  cities,  twenty- 
three  towns,  and  sixty-six  villages,  and  has  sold  a  total  of 
3,000  Gbspels,  4,000  G-ospels  and  Epistles,  283  New  Tes- 
taments, 150  Old  Testaments,  5,775  small  books,  and  2,400 
tracts,  in  all  15,608  religious  publications. 

Writing  at  the  same  time,  he  says  : — 

"  With  reference  to  the  candidates,  some  we  have  much  confidence 
in,  others  we  feel  we  must  still  prove,  whilst  a  few  are  living  at  other 
places,  and  as  regards  these,  we  must  wait  the  Lord's  time  to  receive 
them.  Seven  of  the  number  are  soldiers,  as  also  are  two  of  the 
inquirers.  They  have  been  coming  very  regfularly  to  our  daily 
evening  service ;  but  lately  the  Mandarin  has  forbidden  the  men  to 
leave  the  camp  after  dark.  I  fear  he  has  heard  that  they  are  inte- 
rested in  the  truth,  and  come  to  hear  the  Gk>6pel  preached.  Oh,  these 
officials !  When  will  they  cease  to  be  the  barriers  of  all  true  reli- 
gious, social,  moral,  inteUectual,  and  political  prog^ss  P 

**  The  form  of  the  Po-yang  lake  in  the  map*  is  my  own  drawing, 
taken  at  high  water,  and  is,  I  think,  as  correct  as  can  be  made  in  so 
small  a  compass.  I  have  been  able  thus  correctly  to  draw  it,  having 
been  all  round  it,  and  sailed  over  its  entire  length  four  times.  All  the 
side  streams  are  very  meandering,  f  uU  of  shallows  and  rapids.  None 
but  flat-bottomed  boats,  drawing  not  more  than  six  inches,  can  mount 
them;   whereas  on  the  main  streams,  boats  drawing  two  feet,  or 

*  A  map,  from  which  that  accompanying  this  paper  has  been 
reduced. 


102 

more,  can  sail  for  a  loDg  distance.  The  Kiang-si  boats,  with  the 
exception  of  those  from  Fu-ohau  Fu,  do  not  venture  upon  the  Po-yang* 
or  Yang-tze,  as  they  can  only  sail  before  a  fair  wind,  being  broad, 
high,  and  of  light  draught.  The  bulk  of  the  produce  is  either 
brought  to  Jau-chau  Fu  or  Wu-ch'eng,  and  there  transhipped  into 
Hu-nan  boats,  to  which  class  mine  belongs.  All  boats  sailing  upon 
the  inland  waters  of  the  province  pay  no  dues,  except  Le-kin  tax 
upon  cargo.  Arriving  at  Ta-ku-t'ang,  fhey  have  to  pay  boat  dues, 
which  are  very  heavy,  and  keep  the  freights  high,  for  whether  a  boat 
is  empty  or  full,  it  is  charged  the  same,  both  ways." 

As  is  usually  the  case  when  God  opens  great  and  effec- 
tual doors,  there  are  many  adversaries.  Satan  does  not 
see  his  kingdom  assaulted  with  indifference,  and  our 
friends  at  £au-kiang  have  proved  it  to  be  so.  On  the  9th 
May,  Mrs.  Card  well  wrote  to  Mrs.  Taylor  : — 

^*  You  already  know  how  the  Lord  has  rejoiced  our  hearts  by  pros- 
pering His  work  here.  But  Satan  is  busy  too.  The  great  enemy 
cannot  bear  his  kingdom  encroached  upon,  and  therefore  is  endea- 
vouring to  slander  some  whom  we  have  tried  and  proved  to  be  God's 
children ;  but  the  Lord  is  mightier  than  he,  and  permits  these  things 
for  His  children's  good.". 

The  slanders  here  referred  to  were  in  due  time  cleared 
up,  but  other  trials  followed.  Mr.  Cardwell  writes  on 
June  10th : — 

*^  Many  thanks  for  the  O.P.  and  enclosed  letter  and  cheque  from 
Mr.  P.  He  is  an  old  and  dear  friend,  and  in  this  and  many  other 
instances  has  proved  himself  a  true  one.  May  the  Lord  add  to  him 
much  blessing. 

*^  As  sunshine  and  shower  are  necessary  to  the  bringing  forth  of 
the  flowers  and  fruits,  so  it  would  seem  that  success  and  disappoint- 
ment are  linked  together  as  necessary  to  the  growth  and  development 
of  Christian  Missions  in  heathen  lands.  You  will  remember  I  spoke 
of  a  Buddhist  priest  and  his  friend.  When  they  had  been  with  me  a 
fortnight,  I  had  my  suspicions  that  they  were  opium  smokers ;  and 
so  it  proved,  especially  in  the  case  of  the  priest.  I  also  found  them 
out  in  many  falsehoods.  Whatever  they  may  have  known  or  not 
known  before,  they  cannot  now  say  they  know  nothing  of  the  truth ; 
for  twice  a  day,  whilst  they  were  here,  I  endeavoured  to  set  it  before 
them  as  plainly  as  possible;    and  Chun,  my  assistant,  has  many 
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times  exhorted  them.  We  will  hope  that  it  may  yet  prove  labour 
not  in  vain. 

"  "We  have  been  much  troubled  lately  about  the  soldiers.  This  was 
the  most  interesting  and  hopeful  part  of  the  work.  About  ten  days 
ago,  two  of  them  came  and  said  the  mandarins  had  heard  that  some 
of  the  men  were  going  to  the  Roman  Catholic*  place  of  worship  ; 
and  he  replied, '  If  I  find  out  who  they  are,  I  will  have  them  be- 
headed.' This  so  frightened  the  men,  that  they  have  ceased  to  come 
altogether.  We  often  had  as  many  as  eight  at  our  evening  service, 
three  of  whom  we  had  great  hope  of,  and  still  believe  them  sincere, 
but  frightened.  He  (the  mandarin)  also  g^ve  orders  that  if  they  saw 
liO-gan-fuh  coming  to  the  camp,  they  should  shut  the  gate ;  and,  if 
he  persisted  in  coming,  they  were  to  seize  him. 

**  The  American  Mission  tried  some  time  ago  to  rent  a  house  at 
Ta-ku-t'ang,  but  failed.  They  have  since  succeeded,  through  a 
member,  a  native  of  the  place,  in  obtaining  one  at  Sui-ch'ang-hien, 
a  city  inland  90  li  to  the  S.W.  They  fitted  up  a  chapel,  and  placed 
two  men  there.  A  day  or  two  after,  a  mob  came  in  the  night,  and 
carried  away  everything,  including  the  men's  clothes  and  bedding. 
One  of  the  missionaries  went  to  see  into  the  matter  two  days  af t^ ; 
and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  energy  of  the  Ghe-hien  and  a  military 
officer,  who  came  themselves  with  the  soldiers  and  Ya-mxm  runners 
to  the  rescue,  the  whole  party  of  five  would  not  have  escaped  with 
life.  As  it  was,  one  of  the  natives  got  a  severe  handling.  The 
whole  city  was  wild  with  excitement,  being  aroused  by  the  literati  of 
the  place.  The  affair,  I  believe,  has  been  placed  in  the  American 
Consul's  hands,  but  I  have  not  yet  heard  with  what  result." 

In  a  later  letter  (June  Idth),  Mrs.  Cardwell  refers  again 
to  the  evil  reports  which  had  tried  them,  and  to  the  pain 
they  had  felt  on  discovering  the  deception  of  the  Buddhist 
priest  already  referred  to  : — 

'«The  evil  rumours  that  were  circulated,  endeavouring  to  bring 
accusations  against  our  assistant,  have  been  brought  to  nought,  and 
the  accusers  made  ashamed.  The  Lord  knows  the  hearts  of  His 
people,  and  tries  them  for  some  gracious  end.  Chien  is  a  little  too 
quick  and  plain  in  reproving  some  professors,  and  he  has  enemies  in 
consequence ;  but  we  believe  he  really  lives  the  Gk>spel  as  Qod  gives 
him  strength. 

I  I  I        I  I  .  »  11   »     ———I  ■        .Jill       m 

*  The  heathen  Chinese  seldom  distinguish  between  the  Protestant 
and  B.  C.  religions. 
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«  Our  hearts  bare  been  saddened  of  late.  Tbe  Bndbist  prieet  who 
gaye  as  reason  to  pat  oonfidenoe  in  bis  sinoerity,  bas  turned  cat  to 
be  an  opium  smoker,  and  just  looking  ont  for  a  good  sitoation. 
Wbile  with  ns,  we  mentioned  to  bim  bow  rery  poorly  be  was  looting. 
'  Yes,'  be  said,  4t  is  my  great  anxiety  to  know  the  Troth,  to  nnder- 
stand  tbe  Qospel  more  clearly,  that  affects  my  health.  I  cannot 
sleep  in  consequence.'  My  dear  husband  placed  tbe  truth  rery  faith- 
fully before  him,  and  prayed  often  with  bim.  So  you  may  judge 
bow  it  troubled  us  when  we  found  he  was  not  sincere.  The  last  we 
beard  of  him  was,  that  he  was  hovering  about  in  Eiu-kiang,  hoping 
to  get  a  situation  elsewhere. 

<<  We  have  been  very  anxious  about  the  soldiers  too ;  but  this  is 
another  kind  of  trouble.  Kotwithstanding  the  threats  from  their 
ofELoer,  they  steal  in  occasionally  in  the  daytime,  and  ask  us  to  pray 
for  them.  Three,  we  beUeve,  are  really  sincere,  and  some  others  very 
much  interested. 

'*  We  daily  have  very  many  to  inquire  about  the  doctrine.  Our 
chapel  being  in  the  busiest  thoroughfare,  we  have  people  from  almost 
every  place  in  the  province  to  inqtiire.  Some  buy  a  quantity  of  books 
to  carry  home.  Our  assistant  is  talking  from  morning  till  night ; 
and  we  quite  hope  that  a  few  others,  who  are  constantly  coming,  are 
sincerely  interested;  but  the  Gkwpel  here  is  comparatively  new  to 
them,  and  those  who  believe  are  j^isuced.  in  veiy  trying  drcumstances 
by  those  who  are  in  authority  over  them.  Some  would  like  to  leave 
their  employment,  and  come  and  live  with  us,  but  we  cannot  receive 
and  provide  for  them.  We  must  wait  the  Lord's  time  to  make  their 
path  plain,  which  He  assuredly  will  do  in  His  own  way,  if  they  are 
His  children.  May  the  day  quickly  arrive  when  China's  millions 
shall  be  released  from  the  bondage  in  which  their  rulers  hold  them : 
the  people  are  intimidated  on  every  side." 

After  the  above  account  of  this  large  and  difficult,  but 
promising  sphere  of  labour,  and  of  our  Mends  engaged  in 
spreading  the  truth  there,  we  surely  need  add  no  appeal 
on  their  behalf  for  earnest  and  continued  prayer.  Look 
at  the  map — notice  the  extent  of  the  province,  compare  it 
with  England,  either  as  to  extent  or  population.  Do 
not  those  labouring  there  need  your  prayers  and  your 
sympathy?  But  we  must  proceed  to  notice  our  other 
stations. 
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GAN-E'ING. — Leaving  Kiu-kiang  and  the  province  of 
Eiang-si,  a  journey*  of  three  or  four  days  by  native  boat 
bring  us  to  Gan-k'ing  (the  capital  of  the  province  of  Gan- 
hwuy),  to  which  city  Mr.  McCarthy  has  recently  gone. 
We  mentioned  in  our  last  that  we  Jtoped  that  he  might  be 
able  to  leave  Hang-chau  for  the  purpose  of  superintending 
work  in  this  needy  province.  This  hope  has  been  realized. 
Mr.  Stevenson  has  kindly  undertaken  the  oversight  of  the 
work  in  Ning-po,  K*ong-p'u,  and  Lih-dzo.  Miss  Turner 
has  gone  to  live  with  Mrs.  Stevenson,  and  the  girls'  board- 
ing-school has  been  moved  to  Shao-hing.  Wong  Lae-djiin 
will  superintend  Kiu-chau,  Lan-k4y  Siao-shan,  Kong-deo, 
and  Hang-chau.  And  Mr.  McCarthy  hopes  to  be  able 
from  G-an-k'ing  to  direct  the  work  in  Hwuy-chau  and 
Kwang-teh-chau,  together  with  that  of  Di-p'u  and  Gan-kih, 
which  are  near  the  latter  place,  though  not  in  the  province 
of  Gan-hwuy.  There  are  also  two  other  places  in  the  pro- 
vince, on  the  Yang-tse-kiang,  in  which  pioneers  sure  labour- 
ing under  Mr.  McCarthy's  direction.  The  first  of  these 
stations  includes  Ta-t^ung,  a  trading  town  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  Yang-tse-kiang,  and  Ho-yiieh  chau,  a  larger 
town,  only  separated  from  it  by  a  river  or  canal.  They  are 
two  days'  boat  journey  below  Gan-k*ing,  and  are  important 
places  of  trade.  Here.Tsiu  Sin-sang  of  Ning-po  and  a 
younger  helper  are  selling  books  and  preaching  the  Gospel. 
They  live  at  an  inn.  Another  journey  of  two  days  down 
the  river  brings  us  to  the  second  of  the  two  places  men- 
tioned,  Wu-hu,  a  hien  city  on  the  south  bank  of  the 
Yang-tze.  It  is  the  key  to  the  south  of  Gan-hwuy.  Here 
our  friends,  Han  and  his  wife,  and  Teng,  reside  in  a  house 
recently  rented.  All  these  were  converted  in  Gan-k^ing, 
and  were  baptized  by  our  late  beloved  brother,  Mr.  Duncan. 

*  90  or  100  li  (27  to  30  Eng.  miles)  is  reckoned  as  a  day's  journey. 
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It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  mention  that  Han  and  his 
wife  were  the  proprietors  of  the  inn  in  which  Messrs. 
Meadows  and  Williamson  first  resided  when  they  went  to 
Gan-k*ing.  * 

Mr.  McCarthy  had  the  pleasure  of  baptizing  a  man 
named  Lo  in  Gan-k'ing  on  June  17th ;  he  had  been  a 
hearer  of  the  truth  ever  since  Mr.  Meadows  lived  there. 
As  final  arrangements  for  a  house  and  chapel  in  this  city 
have  not  been  completed,  Mrs.  McCarthy  and  family  are 
for  the  present  staying  in  Chin-kiang.  We  mentioned  in 
our  last  that  the  assistant  at  Hwuy-chau  had  rented  a 
house  there.  He  was,  however,  unable  to  obtain  posses- 
sion, and  had  to  leave  the  city  at  the  time  of  the  examina- 
tions, lest  there  should  be  a  disturbance.  These  are  now 
over,  and  Mr.  McCarthy  is  about  sending  preachers  again 
to  the  same  city. 

NANKIN. — This  city,  in  the  Kiang-su  province,  is  two 
days'  journey  below  Wu-hu.  Messrs.  Groombridge  and 
Donovan  are  there  with  a  native  helper;  Lean-feng  was 
staying  with  them  till  a  few  days  ago ;  but  having  to  visit 
Ning-po  on  business,  his  place  has  been  temporarily  taken 
by  Chii,  whose  wife,  formerly  Mrs.  Judd's  Bible-woman, 
is  stni  in  Nankin. 

GHIN-EIAN6. — ^Leaving  Nankin,  a  further  journey  of 
two  days  brings  us  to  Chin-kiang,  which  completes  the 
chain  of  stations  on  the  Yang-tze  commencing  at  Kiu- 
kiang.  A  school-house  for  boys  is  being  built  here  on  a 
plot  of  ground  adjoining  that  on  which  the  girls'  school- 
house  stands.  The  boys  from  the  Hang-chau  boarding- 
school  were  removed  to  this  ciiy  prior  to  Mr.  McCarthy's 
leaving  for  the  north.  The  work  in  the  city  is  cfuried  on 
as  usual  by  the  native  helpers. 
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YANG-GHAU. — The  Mission  press  is  temporarily  located 
here  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  E.  Fishe.  On 
June  23rd  he  baptized  two  candidates ;  there  are  still  three 
others,  but  their  reception  has  been  deferred.  The  oldest 
helper  here  lost  his  wife  after  a  long  illness  about  a  month 
ago.  He  was  truly  attached  to  her,  and  has  felt  his 
bereavement  acutely. 

North  T*ai'C?uiu,  the  recently  occupied  out-station  of 
Tang-chau,  has  caused  a  little  anxiety  lately,  on  account 
of  the  '^  agitating  rumours"  which  almost  always  attend 
the  opening,  of  new  stations.  We  hope,  however,  tJiat  all 
will  continue  in  peace,  and  that  the  great  willingness  to 
hear  at  present  manifested  will  result  in  the  salvation  of 
precious  souls. 

TsH'ng-kianff'p'tL — The  native  helper  here,,  his  wife,  and 
child  have  all  been  ill  during  the  q^aarter.  The  latter 
died.  Through  mercy  the  others  have  recovered.  This 
has  proved  a  difficult  and  discouraging  sphere  of  labour, 
but  it  is  a  very  important  one,  as  so  many  travellers  from 
all  parts  of  China  pass  tiirough  it  on  their  way  to  and 
from  Pekin. 

HANG-GHAU. — We  have^  already  mentioned  the  new 
arrangements  here.  Mr.  Williamson  has  been  giving 
temporary  help,  but  it  appears  needful  that  he  should  have 
a  change  ere  long,  in  order  that  he  may  recover  his  former 
nervous  vigour.  There  are  several  candidates  for  baptism, 
some  of  whom,  we  trust,  will  shortly  be  received.*  We 
would  ask  prayer  for  Wong  Lee-djiin  in  the  increased 
responsibilities  which  now  rest  on  him. 


*  Since  writmg  the  above,  three  persons  have  been  baptized  by 
Wdng  Lfe-djiin  in  Siao^shan^ 


•  • 
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SHAO-HINO. — ^We  have  already  mentioned  the  removal 
of  MisB  Turner  and  the  girls'  school  to  this  place,  and  the 
addition  of  the  Ning-po  work  to  Mr.  Stevenson's  chaise. 
He  has  recently  visited  his  out-stations.  The  work  is  pro- 
gressing in  both  Shing-hien  and  Sin-ch'ang.  At  the  for- 
mer place  opposition  began  to  manifest  itself  in  many 
trying  ways,  but  was  met  by  a  spirit  of  forbearance  and 
conciliation.  One  Sunday  morning,  after  the  service  was 
over,  one  of  the  inquirers  was  struck  in  the  face  and 
violently  abused,  by  some  persons  who  wished  to  get  up  a 
disturbance,  and  who  were  emboldened  by  the  patient  way 
in  which  previous  wrongs  had  been  borne.  The  offender 
not  being  pimished,  his  party  became  still  more  overbear- 
ing; five  or  six  attacked  the  chapel  with  stones,  loudly 
cursing  the  **  foreign  devils."  Mr.  Stevenson  then  re- 
quested the  District  Magistrate  to  interfere  and  prevent 
such  violations  of  the  law.  He  at  once  punished  the  ring- 
leader and  restored  peace  and  tranquillity. 

NING-FO. — ^Mr.  Stevenson,  writing  from  this  place  on 
June  1 9th,  mentions  that  he  had  been  there  more  than  a 
week,  and  that  he  had  examined  five  candidates  for  bap- 
tism at  the  Wu-gyiao-deo  chapel.  Their  reception  was 
deferred  for  the  time  being.  He  also  led  the  united 
monthly  prayer-meeting  of  the  members  of  all  the  Mis- 
sionary Churches  in  Ning-po,  and  was  greatly  cheered  by 
seeing  the  300  native  Christians  who  attended  it,  on  whom 
he  sought  to  impress  the  duty  of  letting  their  light  shine 
before  men. 

FUNG-HWA  and  NING-HAI.— The  work  here  and  in 
the  out-stations  continues  to  progress.  Efforts  are  being 
made  to  carry  the  Gospel  to  two  new  places.  One  of  them 
is  a  large  town  called  !Ky*i-k*eo,  the  other  a  hien  city 
called  Tien-t'ai.    A  new  chapel  is  much  needed  in  Fung- 


109 

hwa.  We  hare  now  a  suitable  site,  and  hope  that  ere 
long  this  want  may  be  met.  One  man  was  baptized  there 
by  Mr.  Crombie  in  May,  and  there  are  four  other  candi- 
dates. One  of  the  members  has  undertaken  to  preach 
every  Lord's  Day  in  a  neighbouring  town.  He  is  a  farmer. 
May  we  ask  your  prayers  for  Gtod's  blessing  on  his  efforts. 

T'AI-CHAU. — Our  space  will  not  admit  of  a  lengthy 
accoimt  of  the  work  here,  at  Hwang-yen,  or  at  the  new 
village  stations.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  have  been  over 
from  Wun-chau  to  afford  temporary  help.  The  following 
is  extracted  from  an  interesting  letter  from  Mr.  Jackson : — 

"I  left  T'ai-chan  on  April  80th,  1873,  and  aniyed  at  Din-tai  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  next  day ;  the  distance  from  T^-ahaa  is  100  11 
or  80  English  miles.  On  amTing  at  Din-tsi  we  found  Ling  Tsiao- 
song  not  at  home,  bat  his  good  wife  was.  Her  face  seemed  to  light 
up  with  joy  when  she  saw  us.  She  at  once  despatched  a  messenger 
to  inform  her  husband  of  our  arriyal,  and  soon  after  he  made  his 
appearance.  They  both  showed  how  welcome  we  were  by  at  once 
making  proylsion  for  our  supper.  After  a  pleasant  meal,  I  inquired 
how  they  first  came  to  hear  of  the  Gospel.  They  told  me  that  it  was 
through  the  instrumentality  of  tJong-kao  and  Yih-djUn  at  the 
Hwang-yen  station,  in  the  seyenth  month  of  last  year.  I  examined 
them,  and  found  they  had  a  good  knowledge  of  the  Gk>spel.  Words 
fail  me  to  put  down  on  paper  my  feelings  at  that  time.  I  could  only 
say  in  my  heart, '  What  hath  QxA  wrought ! '  We  had  eyening  wor- 
ship together,  and  they  seemed  to  drink  in  eyery  word  that  was  said. 

'*  The  next  day,  Friday,  May  2nd,  they  took  me  to  a  market-town 
called  Jiin-taing  about  three  or  four  H  from  Bin-tsi.  Here  we  occu- 
pied a  stage,  and  sold  a  good  number  of  books.  Ling  Tsiao-song 
and  Ling  Hyiu-djii  told  ihe  people  the  temple  at  Din-tsi  was  to  be 
opened  as  a  Christian  chapel,  and  that  they  would  be  glad  to  see  any 
of  them  there  on  Sunday  to  hear  about  the  true  Gk>d. 

**  On  Saturday  the  3rd  of  May,  they  took  us  (Yih-djiin  and  tfong- 
kao  were  with  me)  to  a  town  called  S-keen,  about  the  same  distance 
as  the  one  before  mentioned.  Here  we  also  disposed  of  a  number  of 
books,  and  announced  ourselyfis  as  the  preachers  of  the  Christian 
religion.  Before  leaying  we  inyited  the  people  to  attend  the  preach- 
ing at  the  temple  on  the  morrow. 
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^*  In  the  afternoon,  while  I  was  viBiting  at  the  home  of  Hyin-djii, 
tlong-kao  and  Tsiao-eong  were  engaged  in  removing  the  idols  to 
make  room  for  the  congregation  on  Sunday.  We  just  got  back  in 
time  to  have  the  pleasure  of  assisting  to  dismantle  the  Qoddess  of 
Mercj.  The  table  of  ineense  we  used  for  a  preaching  desk ;  and  the 
chair  upon  which  she  used  to  sit,  I  occupied  the  next  day. 

*^  On  Sunday  the  4th  of  May,  I  opened  the  temple  for  Christian 
worship  by  singing  the  hymn,  *  Awake,  ye  saints,  to  praise  your 
King,'  the  9th  in  our  Ning-po  hymn-book.  Tiie  temple  was  full, 
and  every  one  listened  with  attention  and  stayed  the  whole  of  the 
service.  Some  remained  behind  to  make  inquiries.  The  afternoon 
service  was  also  well  attended,  and  I  felt  much  helped  in  proclaiming 
the  g^ood  news  of  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ.  They  have  pre- 
sented all  the  idols  to  Mr.  Kudland  and  myself.  The  principal  ones 
are  made  of  wood,  and  are  covered  with  g^ld  leaf.  On  May  5th,  I 
left  these  disciples,  happy  and  full  of  hope  for  the  success  of  the 
GkNipel  in  their  district. 

'*May  the  9th  was  one  of  the  most  happy  days  that  I  have  had 
during  my  missionary  experience.  The  two  candidates  from  Din-tsi 
I  baptized  at  T'ai-chau  for  Mr.  Rudland.  In  the  evening  we 
had  a  social  meal  together,  and  afterwards  sat  down  at  the  Lord's 
table.  I  gave  them  both  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  said,  '  As 
ye  have  received  Christ  Jesus,  so  walk  ye  in  Him.'  The  meeting  was 
concluded  by  singing  *  Praise  Gk>d  from  whom  all  blessings  flow.' 
They  both  left  us  the  following  day.  May  Grod's  blessing  rest  upon 
them! 

"  At  K^dng-kdng  cme  of  the  church  members  owns  a  temple.  He 
has  determined  to  appropriate  it  for  the  preaching  of  the  Grospel.  It 
is  situated  in  a  very  good  place  for  our  purpose,  being  at  the  comer 
of  three  cross  roads,  which  lead  to  Hai-mun,  Hwang-yen,  and 
Ning-po.  Mr.  Budland  hopes  (d.v.)  to  go  there  on  Saturday  next 
and  open  it  for  the  above  use.  The  member  referred  to  above  is  a 
literary  graduate,  and  is  a  man  of  great  influence  in  the  village. 
Mr.  Budland  says  he  is  a  man  of  property  and  an  earnest  Christian." 

WUN-CHAU. — I  have  received  from  Mr.  Stott  a  very 
interesting  account  of  the  progress  of  the  work  at  Wiin- 
chau,  from  its  commencement  to  the  present  time.  It  was 
sent  me  in  answer  to  a  series  of  questions^  but  being  of 
general  interest,  I  give  it  entire  : — 

"  I  arrived  in  Wun-chau,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Jackson  and  Chii, 
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on  the  0th  Decemlber  1867.  After  a  good  many  fruitless  efforts  to 
find  a  lodging,  we  were  directed  to  an  inn  in  the  city,  where  we 
obtained  quarters.  Mr.  Jackson  -left  me  on  December  25th,  and 
returned  to  his  station  at  T'ai-chau,  Chii  remaining  some  time  longer. 
During  the  time  Mr.  Jackson  stayed  here,  we  were  making  efforts 
almost  daily  to  rent  premises,  but  without  success.  After  he  left  I 
continued  to  try,  and  nearly  succeeded  several  times.  Once  a  place 
was  agreed  for ;  the  articles  were  written  out  and  signed,  and  the 
money  paid,  but  as  I  was  getting  my  things  ready  to  go  and  take 
possession,  lest  any  hindrance  should  occur,  the  owner  of  the  place 
came  to  the  inn  in  an  excited  state,  flung  down  the  money  I  had  paid 
him,  cancelled  the  papers  before  me,  and  ran  off  before  I  had  time  to 
make  any  remonstrance.  I  met  him  the  next  day  in  the  street,  and 
when  he  saw  me  approaching,  he  put  up  his  umbrella,  hid  himself 
under  it,  and  walked  quickly  past  on  the  other  side. 

"  After  having  seen  and  negociated  about  a  g^od  many  places  to 
no  purpose,  I  was  getting  disheartened  by  so  many  failures,  and  would 
have  taken  almost  any  kind  of  a  place,  when  one  day  a  Ning-po  man 
came  to  the  inn  and  offered  to  rent  me  a  house.  Next  day  I  went 
and  saw  it,  made  a  bargain,  got  the  papers  made  out,  and  paid  down 
a  year's  rent  at  once,  charg^ing  the  man  x  ot  to  tell  any  one  about  it. 
It  was  settled  on  a  Saturday  evening,  and  we  kept  quiet  till  Monday 
morning,  January  20th,  1868,  when  I  took  possession.  From  our  first 
arrival  in  the  city  until  this  time,  we  had  remained  at  the  same  inn. 

**  As  soon  as  the  *  di-pao  *  (a  petty  official  about  the  same  rank  as  a 
policeman),  who  had  already  foiled  us  once  or  twice,  heard  of  our 
having  taken  possession,  he  redoubled  his  diligence.  He  and  another 
*  di-pao '  sounded  their  alarm  gongs  over  their  districts,  and  gathered 
together  aU  the  bad  characters  they  could  find  and  set  them  on  us,  to 
drive  us  from  the  city  once  and  for  ever.  But  still  we  are  here  to 
witness  that  their  scheme  failed.  At  the  outset  they  had  a  good  deal 
of  heart  in  their  work,  and  seemingly  no  small  amount  of  confidence. 
I  must  confess  I  was  taken  by  surprise  when  they  rushed  in  at  the 
gate,  till  the  house  and  yard  were  nearly  full.  There  could  not  have 
been  fewer  than  three  or  four  hundred  about  us,  and  such  a  sight  of 
rags  and  wretchedness  I  had  never  seen  before  in  China.  There  I 
was,  and  there  they  were,  face  to  face,  each  of  us  trying  to  make  the 
best  of  our  time ;  but  to  their  credit  be  it  said,  that  when  they  left 
very  few  things  were  destroyed,  and  I  have  to  acknowledge  with  a 
grateful  heart  to  God,  that  I  sustained  little  or  no  bodily  hurt.  I 
was  enabled  to  keep  collected  and  to  speak  to  them,  which  had  some 
effect  in  my  favour. 
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"  Having  got  possession  of  the  boose,  I  repaired  a  few  of  the  worst 
breaks  in  it ;  put  a  notice  on  the  door  that  I  was  going  to  open  a  free 
school ;  engaged  a  teacher,  and  named  a  daj  on  which  it  would  be 
opened — Febmary  12th,  1868.  The  day  came ;  the  teacher  arrived  ; 
and  about  mid-day  one  scholar  made  his  appearance.  A  day  or  two 
after,  more  came,  but  they  were  very  irregular  in  attending. 

*^  On  February  17th,  I  offered  as  an  inducement  to  feed  and  provide 
beds  for  as  many  as  would  come  to  study  and  remain  on  the  premisee. 
Only  two  came  from  that  invitation.  After  a  while,  I  gave  dinner  to 
all  the  day  scholars,  and  most  of  them  tried  to  wait  for  supper  too. 
This  place  was  a  popular  one ;  the  numbers  soon  increased  to  thirty 
or  more.  Still  they  were  not  regular  in  their  attendance;  the 
parents  were  afraid  to  let  them  remain  more  than  a  few  days ;  then, 
they  would  come  and  take  them  away  for  a  time,  and  afterwards 
bring  them  back. 

"  By  this  time  I  had  got  a  pretty  fair  beginning,  and  thinking  the 
worst  was  over,  I  was  more  hopeful.  But  one  day  the  outside 
scholars  did  not  come  in ;  some  of  those  who  had  remained  with  us 
left,  and  by  the  afternoon  all  were  gone  but  one.  The  reason  was, 
that  a  report  had  spread  that  a  steam-boat  was  lying  in  the  river, 
ready  to  carry  the  boys  away  to  some  far-off  country  to  pound  them, 
into  medicines.  For  some  days  there  was  not  a  boy  on  the  premises, 
but  the  teacher  always  came,  sat  in  his  chair,  smoked  his  pipe,  and 
was  soon  fast  asleep. 

"  From  the  time  I  reached  Wun-chau  until  I  entered  on  our  present 
premises,  my  experience  was  varied.  For  several  months  I  was 
scarcely  ever  out  of  troubles,  and  was  under  great  disadvantages  in 
not  being  able  to  speak  or  understand  the  dialect  of  the  place.  I 
knew  only  the  Ning-po  dialect,  and  that  imperfectly.  These  trials 
have  passed  away,  but  sometimes  when  I  pass  the  door  of  the  first 
house,  old  scenes  will  force  themselves  on  my  memory.  I  remember 
the  crowds  that  used  to  block  up  the  street,  and  knock  at  the  gate 
from  morning  till  night ;  and  how  once  when  I  went  to  remonstrate 
with  them,  a  few  of  the  worst  tried  to  pelt  me  with  stones  and  brick- 
bats ;  and  how  on  the  first  day  I  was  in  possession,  a  large  crowd 
came  to  turn  me  out.  Only  the  day  before  yesterday  I  passed  the 
place,  but  scarcely  any  one  took  notice  of  me,  except  that  the  people 
sitting  at  their  doors,  weaving  mats,  &c.,  remarked  as  I  passed,  *  there 
goes  the  foreigner,'  some  of  them  bestowing  on  me  a  nod  of  recogni- 
tion, which  I  returned.  A  quiet  people  they  are  to  live  amongst,  if 
they  are  not  hounded  on  to  deeds  of  violence  by  their  rulers  and 
literati  ;  but  when  they  are,  they  are  capable  of  any  atrocity,  not  on 
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outsiders  only,  but  on  each  other.  I  was  more  fortunate  when  I  fell 
into  trouble  than  manj.  Twice  I  had  to  go  and  complain  to  the 
mandarins  before  I  got  settled  in  peace,  and  in  both  cases  my  wrongs 
were  redressed,  and  the  offenders  punished ;  that  I  owe  to  the  gpovemor 
of  the  city,  who  is  a  Yang-chan  man. 

'*  While  I  lived  in  the  first  house,  there  were  a  few  who  professed 
an  interest  in  the  Grospel,  two  of  whom  asked  for  baptism.  They  did 
not  proye  sincere,  but  they  cheered  me  for  the  time  being,  gave  me 
hope,  and  encouraged  me  to  labour  on.  One  boy  was  brought  into 
the  school  under  peculiar  circumstances.  His  father  had  died  some 
time  before,  and  he  was  left  in  the  care  of  an  elder  brother  who  was 
an  opium  smoker.  The  boy  was  15  years  of  age,  but  unable  to  do 
anything  for  his  own  support.  His  right  side  was  paralysed  from 
his  birth ;  he  could  only  walk  short  distances  with  difficulty,  and  his 
right  hand  could  not  grasp  anything  heaTy.  I  dare  say  his  brother 
was  glad  to  get  him  off  his  hands  in  any  way.  In  appearance  he 
was  not  a  very  promising  lad,  but  though  he  did  not  know  a  letter 
when  he  came,  he  sat  at  his  book  in  real  earnest  eyery  day.  His 
progress  was  not  rapid,  but  sure.  Gradually  his  intellect  began  to 
expand,  and  at  the  present  time  there  is  hardly  any  subject  that  I 
can  introduce  but  he  is  soon  able  to  cope  with  it.  I  cannot  follow  his 
progress  during  these  years,  but  I  may  say,  that  he  is  now  a  very 
fair  Chinese  scholar,  with  a  pretty  extensive  knowledge  of  things  in 
general;  very  free  from  pride  and  superstition,  and  of  a  practical 
turn  of  mind.  By  his  quiet  demeanour  he  has  a  good  influence  on 
others,  and  for  nearly  four  years  he  has  been  a  consistent  Christian. 
Last  Lord's  day.  Hay  4th,  1873,  he  preached  in  the  afternoon,  and 
held  the  dose  attention  of  over  three  hundred  people  for  nearly  an 
hour.  I  could  not  describe  the  thrilling  pleasure  I  felt  as  I  sat  on 
the  platform  beside  him  whUe  he  was  preaching.  I  saw  the  picture 
of  a  ragged,  blank-faced  boy  with  straw  sandals,  and  compared  it 
with  the  open,  intelligent  face  beside  me ;  and  as  I  listened  to  the 
tones  of  his  soft,  musical,  but  yet  manly  voice,  setting  forth  Jesus 
Christ  and  salvation  through  Him,  and  pleading  with  all,  old  and 
young,  to  believe  and  trust  in  His  holy  name  for  the  forgiveness  of 
sins  and  eternal  life,  it  was  a  conclusive  evidence  to  me  of  the  truth 
and  power  of  God's  Word.  May  the  glory  be  ascribed  to  Him  to 
whom  all  glory  is  due. 

"  But  to  return  to  my  narrative.  The  season  was  now  advancing, 
and  I  began  to  feel  that  I  could  not  with  safety  pass  the  summer  in 
that  house,  a  low,  one-storied  building,  and  having  before  been  a 
victim  to  ague,  I  dreaded  its  recurrence.    I  was  led  to  pray  to  (rod 
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daily,  that  my  way  might  be  opened  up  and  the  path  of  dnty  made 
plain.  When  I  saw  my  present  house  I  thought  it  suitable,  but  the 
owner  was  unwilling  to  let  it.  to  a  foreigner.  Afterwards  he -asked 
more  than  a  hundred  dollars  a-year,  and  a  year's  rent  in  advance.  Of 
course  these  terms  were  beyond  my  power  to  aooept,  but  by-and-bye, 
hlB  demands,  although  still  high,  were  more  reasonable,  and  I  complied 
with  them. 

"After  removing,  the  work  soon  began  to  look  brighter,  and  to 
assume  a  more  solid  appearance.  The  number  of  scholars  decreased, 
but  those  who  remained  were  more  steady  in  their  attendance.  I 
made  known  about  this  time  that  I  would  not  take  in  any  more 
boarders,  unless  they  were  indentured  for  a  term  of  years.  Ere  long 
some  were  indentured,  and  others  followed.  By  this  time  I  was 
getting  to  know  the  language  of  the  people  somewhat,  and  began  to 
have  evening  meetings  for  reading  and  expounding  the  Scriptures. 
These  meeting^  were  generally  well  attended,  and  sometimes  a  good 
deal  of  interest  was  manifested  in  them.  I  have  often  sat  for  two 
hours  with  nearly  twenty  persons  round  the  table,  expounding  Grod's 
Word  to  them.  And  these  services  have  not  been  in  vain;  two 
persons  who  had  been  attending  them  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
for  some  months  had  also  been  candidates  for  baptism,  were  baptized 
by  Mr.  Taylor  when  he  visited  this  place  in  March  1869.  These 
nightly  Bible  readings  are  still  continued,  and  are  bringing  forth 
fruit  to  the  glory  of  Gk)d's  name. 

<*  During  the  remainder  of  1869,  and  the  first  part  of  1870,  the 
interest  was  more  or  less  sustained,  but  no  other  converts  were 
baptized  tiU  April  1870.  In  February  of  this  year,  I  had  to  take  a 
journey  to  Shang-hai  to  meet  Miss  Ciggie,  of  Glasgow.  We  were 
married  at  Ningpo  in  April,  and  the  day  after  our  marriage,  Mr. 
McCarthy  baptized  a  man  who  had  come  with  me  as  servant.  He 
had  been  an  attentive  hearer  for  nearly  a  year.  As  soon  as  possibla 
we  returned  to  our  station,  and  took  with  us  from  Ningpo  two  native 
Christians,  a  man  and  a  woman ;  the  one  to  be  employed  as  colporteur, 
the  other  we  expected  to  have  been  a  Bible-woman.  But  the 
difference  of  dialect  was  an  insurmountable  barrier ;  neither  of  them 
could  make  themselves  understood,  and  at  last  we  had  to  abandon 
the  idea.  During  our  absence  Mr.  Jackson  kindly  came  and  took 
care  of  the  work;  on  our  return  he  left  for  the  north.  The  hot 
season  began  rather  early  that  year,  and  my  dear  wife  was  very 
poorly  for  more  than  a  month.  At  that  time  the  news  of  the  Tien- 
tsin outrage  came,  and  created  quite  a  sensation  all  over  the  country. 
It  was  with  difficulty  that  we  could  remain  in  the  city,  for  a  few  of 
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the  gentry  and  literati  made  every  effort  to  eject  as.  We  felt  it  a 
trying  time  indeed.  Crowds  of  excited  people  came  every  day,  and 
wandered  about  all  over  the  place,  examining  closely  every  comer  to 
find  traces  of  children's  bodies,  said  to  be  packed  away  in  boxes. 
Very  many  times  a  day  the  schoolboys  were  asked  how  many  of  their 
companions  had  been  compounded,  and  when  they  told  them  that 
such  talk  was  without  foundation,  the  people  would  not  believe  them. 
Sometimes  a  compassionate  man  would  heave  a  sigh  and  say,  ^  poor 
boys,  I  pity  them — you  see  he  has  drugged  them  too— what  terrible 
medicine  ihat  must  be — ^you  see  it  blinds  them  to  their  danger.' 
When  the  excitement  became  so  great,  I  called  on  the  mandarin  and 
asked  a  proclamation,  which  he  guve.  It  had  a  quieting  effect  on 
the  people,  and  by-and-bye  we  were  able  to  move  about  again.  For 
more  than  a  month  we  had  k«pt  as  quiet  as  possible,  to  avoid  needlessly 
creating  excitement. 

*'Mr.  Jackson  came  to  live  in  Wun-chau,  in  October  1870,  and  has 
continued-  to  labour  in  and  around  the  city,  and  sometimes  in  the 
neighbouring  districts. .  We  had  not  then  so  much  scope  for  work  as 
subsequently  to  April  1871.  We  rented  the  chapel  in  March,  and  in 
about  a  month  after  opened  it  for  public  use.  For  some  months  it 
was  pretty  well  filled  at  every  service.  The  book  shop  was  opened 
about  the  same  time  as  the  chapel,  and  also  proved  a  source  of 
attraction.  Many  books  were  sold  and  distributed  during  the  year. 
It  was  the  examination  year,  when  students  and  their  friends  were  in 
the  city  from  all  parts  of  the  prefecture ;  and  during  the  time  of  the 
feast  and  of  the  examinations,  many  thousands  must  have  heard  more 
or  less  of  the  Qospel.  The  bookshop  was  und^r  the  care  of  a  native 
Christian,  but  the  services  were  conducted  principally  by  Mr. 
Jackson  and  myself. 

**  After  Mr.  Jackson's  arrival  and  the  opening  of  the  chapel  for 
preaching,  the  work  looked  more  hopeful.  On  the  7th  May,  four 
persons  were  baptized,  two  of  them  boys  from  the  school.  The 
people's  minds  bad  settled  down  from  the  excitement  of  the  past 
year,  and  a  goodly  number  heard  the  Word  gladly.  One  of  these 
was  an  elderly  man  who  had  been  a  geomancer.  During  his  life  he 
had  tried  almost  every  system  of  religion  within  his  reach,  but  had 
never  found  that  for  which  he  sought.  He  seems  to  have  believed 
the  Grospel  almost  from  the  first.  The  doctrine  of  forgiveness  of  sins, 
and  freedom  from  sin  with  eternal  life  through  a  Substitute,  was 
pleasing  to  him,  and  he  grasped  it  eagerly.  Formerly  he  had  been 
the  head  of  a  sect  of  what  might  be  called  Reformed  Buddhists,  and 
when  he  found  peace  in  his  own  mind,  he  felt  himself  bound  to  tell 
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the  g^ood  news  to  others.  Sometimes  in  the  chapel  during  the 
preaching,  he  has  been  so  agitated  that  he  could  not  control  himself 
so  far  as  to  keep  his  seat,  but  would  come  up  on  the  little  platform, 
and  in  an  undertone  asked  if  he  might  not  be  allowed  to  address  the 
people.  He  gave  up  at  once  his  business,  burned  all  his  books,  and 
for  a  time  was  deeply  tried  as  to  how  he  should  provide  for  his  wife 
and  children.  Often  during  the  night  he  would  get  up  and  pray. 
He  was  baptized  by  Mr.  Jackson,  October  15th,  1871,  and  latterly 
has  been  a  very  useful  assistant. 

"  Another  man,  a  Buddhist  priest,  came  to  the  book-shop,  bought 
some  books,  and  talked  about  the  religion  of  Jesus.  The  native 
assistant  did  not  pay  much  heed  to  him ;  he  thought  it  impossible 
for  a  priest  to  change  his  religion.  But  the  man  soon  came  again, 
bought  more  books,  and  told  the  assistant  that  he  believed  the  doc- 
trine of  Jesus,  and  was  about  to  give  up  his  connexion  with  the 
temple.  This  he  did,  and  put  off  the  official  clothes  peculiar  to  the 
Bonzes ;  and,  dressing  himself  as  a  farmer,  worked  on  his  land  at  his 
native  village.  He  came  again  and  again,  asking  to  be  baptized  and 
received  into  the  Church.  After  a  time  of  probation,  he  was  bap- 
tized, Nov.  19th,  1871,  and  he  gave  us  much  satisfaction.  But  He, 
whose  ways  are  inscrutable,  soon  took  him  from  amongst  us.  He 
was  on  his  way  to  Wun-chau  on  December  12th,  in  a  passenger-boat, 
to  attend  the  Lord's  Supper  on  the  Sunday,  and  had  two  idols  with 
him  in  the  boat,  that  he  was  intending  to  present  to  Mr.  Jackson.. 
The  boat  had  got  up  the  river,  nearly  to  the  city,  when  she  struck  on 
a  sand-bank,  and  was  capsized  by  the  violence  of  the  storm  which 
was  blowing  at  the  time.  Of  the  thirty-three  passengers  who  were 
thrown  into  the  water,  twenty-six  found  a  watery  grave.  Our  be- 
loved brother  was  among  those  who  were  drowned.  His  body  was 
never  recovered. 

^'  I  will  merely  mention  one  other  case.  A  man  who  was  an  idol- 
gilder  and  temple-decorator  by  trade,  and  who  was  in  a  good  way  of 
business,  gave  it  up  and  joined  us.  He  now  earns  a  living  by  any 
work  he  can  find,  such  as  painting  furniture,  &c.  He  goes  on  very 
satisfactorily. 

"Soon  after  this,  we  were  overtaken  by  a  succession  of  trials. 
One  after  another  came,  and  member  after  member  fell  into  sin,  and 
brought  disgrace  on  the  cause,  so  that  for  some  time  it  almost  looked 
as  if  our  infant  Church  would  be  blotted  out.  But  during  oiir 
greatest  trials,  a  few  looked  like  bright  stars  in  a  dark  night.  I 
should  mention  one  young  man  in  particular,  Ah-san,  who  seemed 
rather  a  quiet,  common-place  person,  ordinarily,  but  during  this  time 
manifested  much  of  the.  Spirit  of  Jesus.    The  deeper  and  thicker  our 
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troubles  came,  the  nearer  he  seemed  to  cling  to  Christ ;  he  was  full 
of  hope,  and  gave  unmistakeable  CTidenoe  of  much  personal  dealing 
with  Gk)d.  Once  in  particular,  when  a  man,  who  had  formerly  been 
a  member,  insulted  him  and  beat  him  because  he  told  the  truth,  he 
took  it  mildly  and  patiently,  without  retaliating,  and  remarked  to  the 
man  that  he  was  not  behaying  as  a  disciple  of  Jesus  ought  to  do. 

**  These  troubles  sifted  us ;  but  we  were,  perhaps,  the  better  for 
them,aQd  they  passed  away.  The  services  were  still  well  attended  on  week 
days  as  well  as  Sundays,  and  books  were  beiug  sold  and  carried  into 
many  a  remote  district.  They  brought  forth  fruit,  at  least  in  two 
cases  that  have  come  under  our  notice,  and  there  may  be  more  such. 
A  new  source  of  anxiety  soon  arose  from  the  owner  of  the  chapel, 
who  refused  to  let  us  retain  it  any  longer  unless  we  paid  about 
double  the  rent  we  had  bargained  for.  This  caused  us  more  or  less 
trouble  for  seven  months,  but  in  the  end  it  all  came  right.  We 
refused  to  pay  a  higher  rent,  and  at  last  got  a  five  years'  lease  at  the 
same  rent  as  before.  Since  that  iime  we  have  been  going  on 
smoothly,  and  enjoying  a  g^ood  deal  of  encouragement. 

<<  Daring  March,  1873, 1  made  a  journey  into  the  next  *  hien'  for 
preaching  and  distributing  books ;  and  it  seems  that,  from  my  visit, 
a  great  deal  of  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  Gospel.  But  bitter 
opposition  has  also  sprung  up.  There  are  two  or  three  very  hopeful 
inquirers  in  that  district,  who  have  been  here  more  than  once  since,  to  in- 
quire further  about  the  Truth,  and  to  see  and  hear  our  Sunday  ser- 
vices. They  mentioned  a  few  others  who  spoke  well  of  the  doctrine, 
and  regard  it  with  favour.  Also  in  the  Bing-yiang  hien  there  are 
two  candidates  for  baptism,  who  have  been  paying  a  good  deal  of 
attention  for  nearly  a  year.  One  of  them  is  a  school  teacher,  the 
other  is  a  haberdasher.  About  the  autumn  of  last  year,  the  school- 
teacher bought  in  a  stock  of  incense  to  use  in  the  worship  of  his 
household  god ;  but  when  he  had  read  some  of  our  books,  they  shook 
his  faith  in  idols.  By-and-bye  he  neglected  to  worship  or  care  about 
his  god.  Some  time  after,  he  threw  it  upon  the  rubbiEh  heap,  but 
the  incense  was  still  on  his  handB,  and  he  was  g^ing  to  rid  him- 
self of  it  by  selling  it.  Then  the  thought  came,  '  If  I  sell  it,  some 
one  will  buy  it,  and  offer  it  to  some  idol,  which  would  be  a  sin  in 
them.'  So,  after  keeping  it  for  some  time  longer,  he  at  last  used  it 
in  cooking  his  rice,  till  the  whole  was  consumed.  Up  to  that  time 
he  had  never  been  here,  had  never  seen  us,  or  anyone  connected  with 
us.  In  February,  1873,  he  paid  us  a  visit,  which  I  was  much  pleased 
with.  From  memory  he  could  give  a  clear  and  correct  account  of 
the  creation,  the  fall  of  man,  the  expulsion  from  Eden,  the  flood,  the 
destruction  of  Sodom,  &c.,  the  Exodus  and  the  miracles,  the  giving 
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of  the  Law,  settlement  in  Canaan,  David,  Solomon,  &c. ;  and  then 
the  relapse  into  idolatry,  and  the  captivity ;  bat  the  books  of  the 
Prophets  he  did  not  understand.  He  seemed  more  acquainted  with 
the  New  Testament,  and  was  enthusiastic  over  the  miracles  of  the 
Four  Gospels.  After  giving  an  account,  in  his  own  woids,  of  the 
loaves  and  fishes,  and  of  the  tempest  being  stilled,  he  remarked  that 
'  if  the  people  had  not  been  blinded  and  hardened  by  Satan,  they 
.  must  have  believed.' 

"  I  cannot  go  into  further  detail ;  but  I  may  say  that  the  work  at 
present  is  far  more  hopeful  and  encouraging  than  it  has  ever  been 
before.  It  has  never  made  rapid  progress,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  it  is  making  real  advancement.  At  our  ordinary  prayer-meetings 
there  are  seven  natives  who  take  an  active  part,  and  lead  in  prayer 
with  the  heart  and  with  the  iinderstanding  also ;  and  there  is  good 
reason  to  think  that  tlieir  number  will  soon  be  increased." 

To  complete  tlie  above  account,  we  may  add  that,  in  all, 

fourteen  persons  have  been  baptized,  one  of  whom,  as 

mentioned  above,  was  shortly  afterwards  drowned.     Of 

the  remaining  thirteen,  twelve  were  in  communion  on  April 

Ist,  1873.     There  were  also  two  candidates  for  baptism, 

and  six  inquirers.     The  nimiber  of  boarders  in  the  school 

was  fifteen.     During  the  year  1872,  the  native  Christians 

contributed  9  dollars  31  cents,  for  the  poor  and  for  Gospel 

purposes ;  and  from  January  1st,   1873,  to  April  1st,   1 

dollar  75  cents. 

With  this  account,  we  must  dose  this  letter.     Space  will 

not  allow  us  to  say  much  that  we  coidd  wish  to  our  many 

friends  and  co-workers.      The  quarter  has  been  one  of 

great  pressure  to  myself  and  my  dear  wife ;    and,  with 

limited  strength,  we  must  either  neglect  the  work  we  have 

come  to  do,  or  refrain  from  correspondence  with  many  who 

are  on  our  hearts.     We  feel  assured  that  you  will  approve 

of  our  determining  on   the  latter  course.      Yet  a  little 

'hile  and  the  season  for  sowing  will  be  past,  and  in  the 

^vest-home  we  shall  meet  for  unendino:  communion, 
shou  o 

rather  Yours  gratefully  and  affectionately, 

manifest  J,  HUDSON  TaYLOR. 
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List  of  CitieSf  Towns,  and  Villages  in  Kiang-si,  visited  by 

Mr.  Cardwell,  in  1871,  1872. 


1  KlU-KtAKOPu. 

2  Ta-ku-t^ang. 

3  Soi-oh'ang  hien. 

4  Nan-k*an(j  Pit. 

6  Chu-k*i. 

6  "Wu-ch'eng-chen. 

7  T8*ang-ldang. 

8  Lau-wan. 

9  Yii-hwang. 

10  Tsiao-ahay. 

11  Ghau-kL-tu. 

12  Nan-oh*ano  Fu. 

13  Ni-ch'a. 

14  Siu-k'au. 
16  Sii-oh'a. 

16  Kwan-tfle-k^au. 

17  Pa-tse-nao. 

18  Fong-oh^eng-liien. 

19  Yang-kia-t'an. 

20  T*o-ch*uan-p*u. 

21  Ts'iien-kiang. 

22  Tsien-kiang. 

23  Ghang-ehn. 

24  Hao-hu-kwan. 
26  Lnr-KiANa  Fu. 

26  Ohang-gan-tu. 

27  8o-k*i-kiai. 

28  Gkui-ho. 

29  Hwang-t'u. 

30  Lien-hwa-tu. 

31  Sin-nao. 

32  Sin-jii-hien. 

33  Lo-fang-BO. 

34  T'an-Veo-kiai. 


35  Yen-tse-oliaa. 

36  Sha-hiL 

37  Jen-ho. 

38  Hiah-kiang-hien. 

39  Shan-Viih-wan. 

40  KlH-OAN  Fu. 

41  Yang-kin-tu. 

42  T'ai-ho-hien. 

43  Shan-ki-tu. 

44  Lo-tu-wan. 

45  Wan-gan-hien. 

46  Pa.k<au. 

47  Ohang-kia-tu. 

48  Kih-shui-hien. 

49  Ho-k'au. 

60  Ghang-k'au. 
51  Sin-kan-hien. 

62  Yuen-t*ai. 

63  Chay-lin. 

54  8ie-p*u. 

55  Shih-li-tu. 

56  Siao-kong-tu. 

57  Fu-CHAuFu. 
68  K*iao-tu. 

59  Li-kia-tu. 

60  Wim-lda-t8*un. 

61  K4-kiang. 

62  Sni-himg. 

63  Muh-sih-wan. 

64  Shan-t*ang. 

65  Kiang-kia-p*u. 

66  Pa-k'au. 

67  Ta-ki-tu. 

68  Mei-kiang. 


69  Teng-kia-p'u. 

70  Wang-kia-tu. 

71  Luh-kia-p'u. 

72  Wan-nien-t'an. 

73  Ymg-t*an. 

74  Timg-k*i. 

75  Gan-jen-hien. 

76  Hwang-km-p*u. 

77  Yang-kia-tu. 

78  Sin-tu-waii. 

79  Liing-tsing. 

80  Yii-kan-hien. 

81  Gfan-wn-sban. 

82  Shih-tee-p*!!. 

83  Shih-ohen-kiai. 

84  Kwa-fu-k*iao. 
So  Hii-kia-phi. 

86  Sze-kih-ling. 

87  Lan-ni-t'aii. 

88  T'ai-yang-p*u. 

89  Wan-shan. 

90  Li-yang-chen. 

91  Wang-kiang. 

92  Ch'eng-kih, 

93  Ku-hien-ta. 

94  Yiien-yang-lin. 

95  Yen-t4. 

96  Lung-waiig*ziiiao. 

97  Jau-chau  Fu. 

98  Shwang-kiaiig. 

99  Loh-t'ien. 

100  Ta-ch<ang-hien. 

101  Ha-k'au.hlen. 

102  Kwan-nah. 
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CHINA  INLAND  MISSION. 


ESTABLISHED  for  the  eyangelizatioii  of  districts  sway  from  the 
ports,  and  eventually,  if  possible,  of  all  the  wholly  unoooapied 
proTinces. 

PRESENT  Staff  of  the  Mission :  Eighty-four  labonrers—twelve  mar- 
ried missionaries  and  their  wives,  and  ten  single  missionaries ; 
together  with  forty-five  male  native  assistants,  and  five  native 
Bible  women  and  female  school-teachers. 

STATIONS  and  Out-stations,  over  thirty  m  which  there  are  resident 
labourers.  Many  other  places  are  reached  by  itinerant  efforts,  in 
some  of  which  there -are  converts. 

LONDON  ADDRESS :  6  Pyrland  Road,  Newington  Green,  Lon- 
don, N.,  where  can  be  obtained  the  Publications  of  the  Mission ; 
and  Photog^phs  of  the  Missionaries, — Price  6d.  each. 

BANKERS — London  and  County  Bank,  Lombard  Street.  All 
CHEQUES  should  be  crossed  London  and  County  Bank. 

POST-OFFICE  ORDERS  should  be  made  payable  to  Richabd 
Harrts  Hill,  at  the  Newington  Qreen  Road  Post  Office. 

IN  consequence  of  the  considerable  reduction  lately  made  in  the 
charge  for  Post  Office  Orders,  and  to  ensure  greater  safety ^  it  is 
respectfully  suggested  that,  where  practicable,  even  small  sums 
may  be  remitted  in  this  way. 

FRIENDS  intending  the  whole  or  part  of  their  donations  for  the 
personal  use  of  any  member  of  the  Mission  will  be  kind  enough, 
when  writing,  very  clearly  to  express  their  wishes. 

The  OCCASIONAL  PAPERS  are  sent  post  free  to  donors  and 
friends  of  the  Mission.  Those  desiring  to  pay  for  them  can 
cover  the  cost  and  postage  for  one  year  by  enSosing  sixpence  in 
stamps  to  6  Pyrland  Road,  Newington  Ghreen,  London,  N. 

MISSIONARY  BOXES,  free  on  application. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

"CHINA:    ITS  SPIRITUAL  NEED  AND. CLAIMS." 

With  Appendix  and  Illustrative  Maps.     Price  6d.,  doth  Is.    By 
the  Rev.  J.  Httdson  Taylor,  M.R.C.S.,  F.R.G.S. 

"  CHINA  &  THE  CHINESE :  "  an  Address  to  the  Young.  Price  Id. 
By  the  Rev.  J.  Hudson  Taylor. 

^  SUMMARY  of  the  Operations  of  the  China  Inland  Mission/'  with 
Map.    By  the  Rev.  J.  Hudson  Taylor. 

**  OCCASIONAL  PAPERS." 

Set  of  three  Vols.,  doth  2s.,  paper  covers  Is.  Postage,  3d.  for  each 
volume. 


BECEIPT8  ntOM  MAT  27tb  to  SEFTEMBEB  S6tb,  1678. 


No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

of 

£  s. 

d. 

of 

£  8. 

d. 

of 

£  8. 

d. 

of     £  8.  d. 

Bnc. 

Bee. 

Bee. 

Bee. 

1 

-  10  0 

0 

Gar.frd.284  19 

2 

Car.frd.381  10 

4 

Car.frd.1121 10  5 

2 

-   0  0 

6 

52  - 

1  8 

2 

102 

-   1  8 

6 

16*  -   8  7  9 

8 

-   8  0 

0 

53  - 

6  0 

0 

103 

-   0  I 

6 

153  -   0  2  6 

4 

-   0  17 

6 

54  - 

5  0 

0 

104 

-   0  10 

0 

154  -   15  0 

6 

-   1  7 

0 

56  - 

1  0 

0 

105 

-  60  0 

0 

156  -   0  5  0 

6 

-   0  4 

0 

66  - 

0  10 

6 

106 

-   0  4 

0 

166  -   5  0  0 

7 

-  100  0 

0 

67  - 

1  0 

0 

8.8. 

-  100  0 

0 

157  -  40  0  0 

8 

-   1  12 

0 

58  - 

0  3 

2 

108 

-   1  0 

0 

166  -   5  6  0 

9 

-   2  2 

0 

69  - 

0  0  10 

109 

-   0  10 

0 

160  -   0  11  6 

10 

-   0  17 

8 

60  - 

1  0 

0 

110 

-   5  0 

0 

160  -  200  0  0 

11 

-   2  2 

0 

61  - 

9.    0 

0 

111 

-   2  0 

0 

161  -   0  3  11 

12 

-   5  0 

0 

82  - 

2  0 

0 

112 

*  10  0 

0 

162  -   2  5  0 

13 

-   0  5 

0 

68  - 

1  0 

0 

118 

-   1  1 

0 

Evangt.  8  15  0 

14 

-   1  0 

0 

64  - 

5  0 

0 

114 

-   1  0 

0 

164  -  46  16  0 

15 

-   2  0 

0 

66  - 

0  5 

0 

116 

-   0  10 

0 

165  -  12  17  6 

16 

-   6  0 

0 

66  - 

1  0 

0 

116 

-  15  0 

0 

166  -   10  0 

17 

-   0  10 

0 

67  - 

0  10 

0 

117 

-   2  0 

0 

167  -  10  0  0 

18 

-   6  0 

0. 

68  - 

6  0 

0 

118 

-06 

0 

168  -  10  0  0 

19 

-   3  0 

0 

69  - 

25  0 

0 

119 

-06 

0 

169  -   18  0 

20 

-   0  5 

6 

70  - 

2  0 

0 

120 

-  10  10 

0' 

170  -   0  10  0 

21 

.09 

0 

71  - 

0  10 

0 

121 

-   0  10 

0 

171  -   7  10  0 

22 

-  10  0 

0 

72  - 

0  10 

6 

122 

-06 

0 

172  -   2  0  0 

23 

-   0  0 

6 

78  - 

0  8 

0 

123 

-06 

0 

173  -   10  0 

24 

-   1  0 

0 

74  - 

0  14 

0 

124 

-26 

0 

174  -   5  18  1 

25 

-  18  10 

0 

75  - 

0  0 

6 

125 

-   0  11 

0 

175  -  10  0  0 

26 

-   8  0 

0 

76  - 

0  7 

6 

126 

-   2  4 

6 

176  -   0  10  0 

27 

•   8  0 

0 

77  - 

0  5 

0 

127 

-   0  17 

7 

177  -   17  0 

28 

-   0  10 

0 

78  - 

1  12 

6 

128 

-   1  14 

0 

178  -   0  10  0 

29 

-   0  6  10 

79  - 

0  8 

0 

129 

-   1  0 

0 

1T9  -   0  3  0 

30 

-   0  7 

6 

80  - 

0  6 

0 

130 

-   0  10 

0 

190  -   0  9  6 

M 

-   1  0 

0 

81  - 

0  4 

0 

131 

-08 

0 

181  -   10  0 

32 

-   1  1 

0 

R.K.P. 

10  0 

0 

132 

-   0  10 

0 

182  -   3  0  0 

33 

-   1  19 

0 

88  - 

0  4 

0 

183 

-   0  5 

0 

183  -   0  8  0 

34 

-  20  2 

0 

84  - 

5  0 

0 

134 

-   0  10 

0 

184  -  25  0  0 

35 

-   0  7 

9 

86  - 

1  14 

0 

185 

-   2  14  10 

185  -   2  12  0 

36 

-   0  10 

0 

86  - 

2  10 

0 

136 

-  200  0 

0 

186  -   7  17  6 

37 

-   0  12 

0 

87  - 

1  0 

0 

137 

-   2  16 

4 

187  -   15  0 

38 

-   0  10 

0 

88  - 

0  6 

0 

138 

-   2  0 

0 

188  -   10  0 

39 

-   5  0 

0 

89  - 

20  0 

0 

139 

-   0  10 

0 

189  -   8  16  2 

40 

-   1  0 

0 

90  - 

4  19 

6 

140 

-  142  0 

0 

190  -  40  0  0 

41 

-   0  10 

0 

91  - 

0  2 

6 

141 

-20 

0 

191  -  10  0  0 

42 

-   1  1 

0 

92  - 

10  0 

0 

142 

-   0  17 

6 

192  -   2  0  0 

43 

-   0  3 

0 

93  - 

20  0 

0 

143 

-   0  10 

0 

193  -   0  3  0 

44 

-  10  0 

0 

94  - 

1  6 

8 

144 

-  158  0 

0 

194  -   2  2  0 

46 

-   1  7 

0 

96  - 

0  10 

6 

146 

-10 

0 

195  -   2  2  0 

46 

-   3  6 

0 

96  - 

1  7 

0 

146 

-   2  0 

0 

196  -  50  0  0 

47 

-   6  0 

0 

97  - 

0  13 

6 

147 

-   1  0 

5 

197  -   110 

48 

-   2  0 

0 

98  - 

0  10 

0 

148 

-   6  0 

0 

198  -   0  10 

49 

-   2  0 

0 

99  - 

0  3 

10 

149 

-   0  8 

0 

199  -   5  0  0 

60 

-   1  0 

0 

100  - 

0  10 

0 

150 

-   6  0 

0 

200  -   0  2  6 

51 

.   0  2 

0 

101  - 

2  0 

0 

151 

-   0  12 

0 

£1653  6  4 

£234  19 

2 

£381  10 

4 

£1121  10 

6 

DtTDLIir  8TRAIf  rftlNTlKO  OOKPAVT. 


3PXtiasi    owiE    I  usruT  ir 


^Ifhm  Jj^nlaitti  ffitission. 


TBS  POLIX>WINa  OEKTLEMEN    HATB   KINDLY  AOBEED   TO 

ACT  AS  BBFEBEBS. 

Babnasdo,  Br.  T.  J.,  18  Stepney  Oanfleway,  London. 
Bbwlbt,  Mr.  HsNBT,  Willow  Park,  Dublin. 
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OHINA    INLAND   MISSION-  ' 

OCXJASIONXL  paper,  No.  36. 

NEVizvaTON  Gbebn,  Lo2nx)N,  N. 

Deab  FsiEims, 

The  year  Trhich  has  lately  passed  away  has  been 
one  of  many  difficulties  and  trials  on  the  one  hand,  but  of 
much  blessing  and  encouragement  on  the  other.  Some  of 
the  mission  band  have  suffered  severely  in  health,  and  one 
has  "  fallen  asleep." 

Some  causes  of  anxiety  respecting  the  work  in  China 
have  been  reported  in  the  pages  of  the  Occasi<mal 
Papers,  and  in  the  Home  department  we  have  still  to 
record,  with  sorrow,  Miss  Blatchley's  state  of  prolonged 
weakness  and  suffering. 

We  would,  however,  gratefully  recall  the  special  help 
that  has  been  provided  for  the  extension  of  flie  mission 
work  in  fresh  provinces  of  the  interior  of  China. 

Will  not  all  interested  in  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  unite 
their  prayers  that  the  year  upon  which  we  have  entered 
may  be  marked  by  a  deepening  of  spiritual  power  in  the 
labourers,  a  consolidation  of  the  work  in  the  stations 
already  occupied,  and  greater  aggressive  efforts  against  the 
kingdom  of  darkness  and  heathenism  ? 

Good  tidings  have  been  received  from  Mr.  Judd,  and  the 
party  that  accompanied  him,  amongst  whom,  it  will  be  re- 
membered, were  two  fresh  labourers.  They  were  met  by 
Mr.  Taylor,  and  have  alreody  commenced  work. 

Mr.  Williamsoxi  arrived  in  England  in  December.  His 
health  is  already  so  much  recruited  by  the  sea  voyage  and 
resty  that  he  hc^^es  to  be  able  to  return  to  China  next 
autumn.    He  has  been  mamed|  after  a  long  engagement,. 
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to  one  irho^  ira  tmsi,  will  proye  a  true  helper  in  the  work 
ihej  haTe  both  00  much  at  heart 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meadows  expect  to  retain  to  the  soene  of 
their  labours  early  in  Febmaiy,  aocompanied  hj  Mr^ 
A*  W.  DouthwaitOy  who  has  been  earnestly  preparing  him- 
self  for  mission  work  in  the  East  End  Training  Institnte — 
another  instance  of  the  hearty  00-operation  and  ready 
assistance  rendered  us  by  the  directors  of  that  valnable 
and  important  Mission  Home. '  We  conmiend  them  to  th& 
prayerful  remembrance  of  our  readers,  that  they  may 
be  brought  in  safety  to  their  destination,  in  the  fiilnesa 
of  the  blessing  of  the  Gtospel  of  Christ. 

Our  readers  will  peruse  with  interest  the  sketch  of  Mr. 
Crombie's  work  in  the  Fung-hwa  district,  from  its  com- 
mencement to  a  recent  date.  Also  the  account  of  the  early 
life  and  conversion  of  one  of  the  native  labourers^ 
Tsiang-soh-liang,  whose  name  will,  perhaps,  be  funiliar 
to  many^ 

Mr.  Hudson  Taylor  writes  favourably  of  his  own  and 
Mrs.  Taylor^s  health.  He  has  for  severid  weeks  past  been 
visiting  the  southern  stations,  and  has  been  cheered  by  th^ 
progress  of  the  work  in  many  of  the  districts. 

He  is,  of  course,  deeply  tried  by  hearing  of  Misa 
Blatchley's  serious  illness,  who,  in  addition  to  her  other 
labours,  has  devoted  herself  to  the  care  and  education 
of  his  children.  He  thinks  of  returning,  on  this  account,, 
for  a  short  visit  to  England,  as  soon  as  the  necessary 
arrangements  ean  be  made  in  Ghin-kiang  to  enable  him  to 
do  so. 

Yours  faithfully  in  Christ, 


123 


**  I  know  thy  wctks.*'— B»r.  iL  2. 


TFo  XHX  Faxbnds  of  the  CbnrA  Jjojokd  Ibatacm. 

I  wQuId  draw  your  atteiition,  beloved  HbHow 
workers  in  the  Lord,  toapassagewliiohliasoflaie  been  muck 
on  my  mind — "  I  know  thy  worhB.*^  Solemn  and  flearohinf^ 
in  themselyes,  as  addressed  by  a  risen  and  exalted  Saviovr 
to  His  Church,  these  words  become  peeoliarly  so  from  their 
emphatic,  sevenfold  repetition.  Our  Lord  stiU  walks  amidst 
ihe  seven  golden  candlesticks,  and  to  eaeh  of  us  He  says 
in  still  small  voice,  '^  I  know  thy  uHfrkiJ*    ■ 

Ah !  what  does  He  know  ?  What  does  JERi  searching 
^ye  behold  ?  Does  He  see  in  any  of  as  external  service 
^and  self-denial,  and  ffet  a  cooling  of  heart-love  towards 
Himself  ?  Oh !  beloved  fiiends,  it  i$  possible,  sadly  pos- 
sible, that  while  doing  and  suffering  much  for  His  name, 
we  may  be  less  occupied  with  Himself,  less  receptive  of 
His  love,  and  hence  less  reciprocative  of  it,  than  we  once 
were.  Oh,  may  His  heart,  tender  with  all  love's  suscep- 
tibility, not  be  so  wounded  and  dishonoured  by  us  ! 

But  may  there  not  be  some  of  us  who,  looking  back  on 
this  year,  and  weighing  our  service  in  the  balance  of  the 
sanctuary,  feel  that  we  must  take  a  stiU  lower  place,  and 
that  to  us  it  would  be  said,  **  I  have  not  found  thy  works 
perfect  before  God  "  ?  It  is  not  a  litde  thing  to  walk  with 
undefiled  garments,  to  live  really  before  and  for  Christ, 
and  Christ  alone.  Have  any  of  us  failed  in  this  respect  ? 
Have  we  been  more  ready  to  judge  others  than  ourselves, 
whUe  caring  more  for  ourselves  than  for  others  ?  Have 
some  of  tM,  receiving  the  tokens  of  your  love  and  sustained 
byyour  bounty,  been  attimes  soengrossedby  thework  imme- 
-diately  around  us,  as  to  faili^tffyto  rememberyouatthe  throne 
•of  grace  ?    Or  have  some  of  you^  while  liberally  helping  ua 
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of  your  substancey  in  any  measure  forgotten  that  in  tKia 
work — ^yours  as  much  as  ours — our  great  need  is  spiritual, 
that  we,  our  native  helpers,  and  the  native  Ghristiaiis,.' 
4eeply  need  your  oonstant  and  earnest  prayers  ? 

Others  there  are,  I  doubt  not,  among  you,  who  are 
rejoicing  with  exceeding  joy,  and  are  finding  daily  more 
and  more  how  great  is  the  fulness  that  dwells  in  Christ. 
To  such  we  would  say,  '^  Hold  fwt  that  you  have,  that  no 
man  take  your  crownJ' 

May  I  venture  on  one  word  more  ?  Axe  there  any 
among  my  readers  utterly  cast  down,  disheartened,  over* 
whelmed  with  that  sin  of  all  sins,  unbelief,  driven  almost 
to  despair  by  the  sense  of  powerlessness  and  failure  ? 
Beloved  friend,  be  thankful  that  you  have  not  been  allowed 
to  be  lifted  up,  imagining  that  you  were  rich,  &c.,  wlien. 
really  not  so.  Bee  the  terrible  state  the  Laodiceans  bad 
fallen  into,  and  what  was  the  one  sweet,  simple,  and  oidy 
remedy  for  all : — '^  Behold,  /  stand  at  the  door  and  knock : 
if  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and  ojpen  the  door^  I  will  come  in  to- 
him,  and  will  sup  with  him,  and  he  with  me."  Throw  open 
to  Him  at  ones  the  door  of  your  heart,  and  He  will  come  in, 
and  there  will  be  such  a  feast,  joy  to  which  you  may  have 
long  been  a  stranger !  Yield  your  heart  wholly  up  to  Him ; 
let  Him  be  Lord  and  Master,  and  He  will  provide  the  feast. 
Then  you  will  soon  sing,  '*  I  sat  down  tmder  His  shadow 
with  great  delight,  and  His  fruit  was  sweet  to  my  taste. . 
He  brought  me  to  the  banqueting  house,  and  His  banner 
over  me  was  love."    Amen,  and  Amen. 

Yours  gratefully  and  affectionately, 

J.  HuD3o:5^  Taylor. 
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EEOENT  INTELLIGENCE. 

'  Daring  the  past  quarter  I  have  been  able  to  yisit  our  sta- 
tions up  the  Yang-tse-Kiang,  and  also  to  run  up  toTs'ing* 
Idang-p'u.  Leaving  Ohin-kiang  on  July  1  Sth^  we  went  first 
to  Nankin,  and  spent  a  few  days  there.  The  ground  seems 
as  hard  as  ever  there ;  we  heard  of  only  one  person  who 
manifested  hopeful  interest  in  the  truth.  From  Nankin 
Messrs.  Q-roombridge  and  Donovan  went  on  with  us,  em- 
barking on  the  24th  July.  The  current  in  the  Yang-tse  at 
this  time  of  the  year  is  strong,  and  the  wind  was  against 
us,  so  our  progress  up  the  river  was  slow.  We  had  many 
opportunities  of  preaching  the  Gospel,  and  of  selling  Gos- 
pels and  tracts,  while  the  men  rested  during  the  heat  of  the 
day,  or  when  they  moored  for  the  night.  On  the  31st  we 
preached  at  Wu-hu,  and  saw  the  brethren  there,  and  their 
temporary  quarters,  together  with  the  position  they  are 
likely  to  occupy  (b.y.)  more  permanently.  Proceeding  on 
our  journey  next  day,  we  reached  Ta-t^ung  August  6th. 
Here  we  found  Tsiu  Sin-sang  in  a  house  secured  for  mis- 
sionary purposes,  and  soon  had  a  large  number  of  the 
neighbours  gathered  around  us  in  the  new  chapel.  They 
appeared  very  friendly.  On  the  7th  we  went  on  again, 
and|  favoured  by  the  wind,  reached  a  village  fourteen 
miles  below  Gan-k4ng  on  the  8th.  Two  of  us  walked  that 
night,  the  boat  being  wind-bound;  it  arrived  there  on 
Saturday  the  9th,  so  we  were  all  able  to  spend  the  Lord's 
Day  with  our  native  brethren,  and  together  to  celebrate 
His  dying  love  in  the  house  from  which  Messrs.  Meadows 
and  Williamson  were  ejected  some  four  years  ago.  We 
saw  the  man  recently  baptized  by  Mr.  McCarthy,  and  two 
or  three  others  who  are  more  or  less  interested  in  the  truth. 
Leaving  Mr.  Donovan  and  Mrs.  Taylor  in  Gan-k4ng,  Mr. 
Qzoombridge   and  I  went  up  by  steamer  to  Elu-kiang, 
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wluch  we  reached  Aagiuat  12tihy  and  where  I  spent  a  short 
but  pleasant  time.  The  Christian  intelligenoe  and  seal  of 
the  two  persons  recently  baptised  by  Mr.  Oardwell,  togetliar 
with  the  present  aspect  of  the  work,  much  cheered  me. 
Leaving  Mr.  Ghroombridge  there,  I  returned  alone  to  Ghm- 
k4ng,  and  after  spending  two  days  there,  we  bade  the 
brethren  adieu,  and  set  out  on  our  return  to  Chin-kiangy 
M'hioh  we  reached  August  25th.  As  to  the  work  in 
Oan-k'ing,  Tart'ung,  and  Wu-hu,  there  is  a  measure  of 
encouragement  in  each  place,  and  a  few  apparently  inte* 
rested  in  the  GK>8peL  More  at  present  we  are  unable  to  say. 
On  the  26tli  we  again  left  Ohin-kiang,  this  time  for 
Tang-chau  and  Ts'ing-kiang-p'u.  Mr.  C.  T.  Fishe  and 
Mr.  Donovan  were  my  companions  on  this  journey— one 
of  115  English  miles,  in  a  nearly  due  northerly  direction. 
We  reached  Tang-chau  on  Wednesday,  August  27th,  and 
spent  the  day  there.  An  edition  of  the  New  Testament  in 
romanized  mandarin,  with  marginal  references,  and  similar 
to  the  Ning-po  New  Testament,  is  now  passing  through  the 
press  here,  and  also  a  hymn  book.  The  latter  is  almost 
completed ;  the  former  has  only  progressed  as  far  as  the 
beginning  of  Mark.  I  regret  to  say  that  almost  all  the 
first  Tang-chau  converts  are  scattered.  A  few  have  died, 
some  have  removed,  others  have  turned  back  into  the 
world,  and  very  few  of  them  are  now  in  communion.  This 
is  a  cause  of  great  sorrow  to  us ;  may  we  not  ask  for  earnest 
prayer  that  the  Lord  will  bring  back  some,  at  least,  of  the 
wanderers  ?  The  two  persons  whose  baptism  was  men- 
tioned in  our  last  number  are  going  on  well,  and  there  are 
other  candidates  for  admission.  Ftoceeding  on  our  journey 
on  the  28th,  we  reached  Ts'ing-kiang-p'u  September  1st. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  here,  too,  most  of  the  converts 
first  received  have  g^ne  back  into  the  world.  I  had  the 
pleasure  on  this  visit  of  baptizing  one  old  man  who,  doubt- 
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less,  has  been  the  Xord's  for  jeats,  thougli  there  were 
difficulties  which  prevented  his  baptism,  into  which  want 
of  space  predudes  our*  entering  now.  I  saw  four  others 
here  apparently  much  interested  in  the  Gospel,  and  desi- 
rous of  receiving  baptism,  three  of  whom  were  accepted  as 
candidates,  though  their  reception  was  deferred  for  the 
present. 

After  our  return  to  Ohin-kiang,  Mr.  Donovan  went  on  to 
Nankin,  en  route  for  Gan-k'ing,  where  he  will  remain  fox 
the  present,  Mr.  0.  Fishe,  with  Mrs.  Taylor  and  myself, 
setting  out  as  soon  as  we  could  (on  September  20th)  for  our 
southern  stations.  We  reached  Hang-chau  on  the  26th 
September,  and  were  glad  indeed  to  meet  the  native 
Christians  once  more.  At  the  Lord's  Supper  on  Sun- 
day, the  28th,  were  five  persons  recently  baptized  by 
Wong  Lfo-djun — ^two  from  Kong-deo,  three  from  Hang- 
chau.  Besides  these,  Wong  Lee-djiin  has  baptized  three 
persons  in  Siao-shan  (as  was  mentioned  in  a  note  in  the 
last  Occasional  Paper)  since  Mr.  McCarthy  left  Hang-chau. 

Coming  on  alone  to  Shao-hing,  which  I  reached  Sep- 
tember 30th,  I  found  Mrs.  Stevenson  very  poorly.  The 
girls  in  the  school  appear  well  and  happy,  and  their 
cheerful  little  voices,  singing  Chinese  hymns,  are  very 
pleasant  to  hear.  Mr.  Stevenson  baptized  three  persons 
in  Ning-po  on  the  Slst  August.  I  will  give  extracts  from 
two  letters,  which  show  that  the  good  work  is  still  pro- 
gressing in  the  Sin-ch'ang  and  Shing-hien  out-stations. 

From  ViBN  Kwono-pao  to  Mb.  Stbvensojt. 

*^  SiN-CH<ANO,  Sept,  Ut,  1873. 

**Throngh  the  goodneea  of  God  our  Father  and  the  Lord  Jeeus 
Christ,  I  reaohed  Shing-hien  on  Wednesday,  and  Sin-ch'ang'  on 
Thursday.  On  the  Lord's  Day  I  conducted  the  Service.  Several 
tens  of  persons  were  present,  and  not  a  lew  inqoired  particularly 
into  the  truth.     The  brethren  in  the  Lord  here  really  have  great 


128 

faith,  serve  the  Lord  with  all  fidelity,  and  so  testify  to  the  Gospel, 
to  fill  me  with  ontfpeakable  joy.  llie  oontrast  between  the  present 
state  of  things  and  that  which  I  found  three  yeais  ago,  when  I  first 
Tifiited  the  place,  is  yery  striking.  Truly  it  shows  forth  the  power  of 
God.  So  far  as  I  can  see,  the  walk  of  Christians  here  is  very  con- 
sistent." 

From  Nting  Sin-sanq*  to  Mr.  Stevensok. 

Bhino-hien,  Sept,  22Hd,  1873. 

"On  Lord's  Day,  Sept.  14th,  there  were  in  the  morning  abont 
thirty  or  forty  hearers. 

''  They  appeared  gladly  to  accept  the  Word.  Lao-Kwe*s  mother 
believes,  but  has  not  yet  a  very  intelligent  knowledge  of  the  truth, 
consequently  her  walk  is  defective.  Lao-ho's  wife  rejects  the  Ghwpel, 
and  persecutes  both  her  husband  and  son. 

"  On  Lord's  Bay,  Sept.  21st,  I  spoke  in  the  morning  from  Matt, 
yiii.  1-3,  comparing  incurable  leprosy  with  irremediable  sin.  When 
the  service  was  over,  not  a  few  seemed  deeply  impressed,  and  two 
professed  to  believe.  One  of  them  comes  from  <Eo-tsang-en,  more 
than  ten  li  from  the  West  G«te ;  his  name  is  Hyil  Koh-t*a.  He  is 
seventy-four  years  of  age,  and,  having  heard  of  the  Gospel  from  rejiort, 
came  purposely  to  investigate  it  for  himself.  The  other  man,  Wdng 
Ah-ling,  aged  twenty,  lives  outside  the  South  Gate.  These  two  con- 
fessed their  sins  with  much  humility,  and  expressed  their  fixed  deter- 
mination to  live  a  Christian  life.  Ere  they  left,  they  begged  most 
earnestly  to  be  taught  how  to  pray.  There  must  have  been  sixty  or 
seventy  persons  present  in  the  morning.  Li  the  afternoon  we  had 
twenty  or  thirty  hearers,  and  again  the  Word  was  gladly  received. 
I  spoke  from  2  Peter  iii.  3-14.  Though  suffering  in  body,  the  Spirit 
of  God  manifestly  helped  me,  and  I  f orgt>t  my  weariness.  I  write 
thus  at  length  to  you,  that  we  may  mutually  rejoice  and  thank  the 
Lord  for  His  grace." 

The  intelligence  from  our  Southern  Stations  we  liope 

(d.v.)  to  give  in  our  next  number. 


ItfE.  CROMBIE'S  PUNG-HWA  REPORT. 
At  our  request,  Mr.  Crombie  lias  fumiflbed  us  with  an 
account  of  the  work  from  its  commencement,  at  Fung-hwa 

♦  For  account  of  this  gentleman's  conversion,  see  0,  JP,  32,  p.  47 ; 

and  0,  P,  38,  pp.  69,  70. 
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and  the  stations  connected  therewith.  We  think  it  will  be 
read  with  interest,  and  shall,  therefore,  give  as  large  a 
portion  as  our  limits, wiU  permit  in  the  present  number, 
reserving  some  additional  facts  for  another  time,  in  order 
to  allow  space  for  some  notice  of  recent  events,  and  an 
account  of  one  of  our  native  helpers. 

We  will  premise,  that  through  the  liberality  of  a  gentie- 
man  in  Scotland,  who  had  built  and  was  sending  out  a 
steamer  to  China,  Mr.  Orombie  had  a  free  passage  given 
him.  He  arrived  on  July  24,  1865,  and  spent  his  first  nine 
months  in  Ning-po,  principally  occupied  in  the  study  of  the 
language,  but  accompanying  Mr.  Meadows,  with  whom  he 
was  residing,  in  occasional  journeys  into  the  country,  to 
iseek  a  suitable  place  in  which  to  open  up  work.  His 
attention  was  turned  to  Fung-hwa;  and  in  the  aatumn  of 
1865,  he  tried,  but  inefPectually,  to  obtain  premises  there. 
In  the  following  spring  he  was  more  successful.  We  will 
now  quote  from  his  report : — 

**  After  mnoh  prayer  for  direction,  and  having  taken  the  adWoe  of 
fleyeral  Missionaries  who  had  been  long  in  the  field,  we  deoided  that 
the  Lord  helping  ns,  we  wonld  open  a  station  at  Fung-hwa. 

*'  Before  giving  a  connected  report  of  onr  work  there,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  g^ve  a  brief  description  of  the  place  and  its  people. 

**  Fung-hwa  is  sitnated  on  the  northern  bank  of  a  mountain  stream, 
which,  after  receiving  several  tribntaries,  becomes  considerably  en- 
larged, and  joins  the  Tung  Biver  at  Ning-po.  Fungwhwa  is  abont 
thirty  miles  distant  from  the  latter  place,  in  a  south-westerly  direc- 
tion. The  city,  with  its  immediate  suburbs,  contains  aboat  3,750 
families,  so  if  we  reckon  five  persons  as  the  average  of  a  family,  we 
have  a  population  of  18,750  persons. 

''  Up  to  the  time  that  we  visited  the  city,  no  Hissionary  had  resided 
there,  and,  except  the  European  soldiers  who  drove  out  the  T'ai-p*ing 
rebels  in  1861,  few  foreigners  had  visited  it.  With  one  or  two 
•exceptions,  none  of  the  inhabitants  knew  anything  of  Christianity, 
4ind  the  great  majority  had  not  even  heard  the  name  of  Jesusi 

**  We  found  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  men,  and  a  good  many 
•of  the  women,  were  opiua  SDM^ran;  and,  although  the  d^  was  conk- 
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paratirely  a  small  one,  jet  Gonfnciaxiism  had  a  stronger  hold  there- 
than  in  many  other  places'  ten  times  its  size.  When  I  say  that  Fang- 
hwa  was  a  stronghold  of  Confucianism,  it  must  not  be  thought  that 
we  found  a  good,  honest,  quiet,  moral-living  people  in  Fnng-hwa. 
On  the  contrary,  we  found  them  to  be  proud,  unteachable,  self- 
righteous  and  wicked.  The  Fnng-hwa  people  were  notorious  as 
wild,  unruly,  and  dangerous  characters;  so  much  so,  that  a  few  yean 
previous  to  our  going  there,  our  Consul  did  not  think  it  prudent  to 
aUow  British  subjects  to  visit  the  city  at  aU.  Even  the  native  officials 
were  unable  to  reduce  the  people  to  obedience.  On  one  occasion,  the 
chief  mandarin  of  the  city  gave  some  offence  to  the  inhabitants,  and  the 
consequence  was  that  several  hundreds  of  -them  rose  up  against  him, 
and,  having  seized  and  forced  him  into  a  sedan  chair,  they  carried  him. 
aU  the  way  to  Ning-po  and  coolly  told  the  mandarins  there  that  they 
would  not  have  him  any  longer.  Such  conduct  to  a  mandarin  would^ 
in  ordinary  oases,  have  brought  down  severe  punishment  upon,  the 
perpetrators  ;  but  it  would  appear  that  it  was  thought  unwise  to  stir 
up  the  wrath  of  the  Fung-hwa  people,  so  they  got  another  mandaiinT 
and  escaped  unpunished.  About  the  same  time,  another  official  gare 
offence  to  the  people,  and,  as  in  the  former  case,  a  mob  surrounded 
his  house.  He,  thinking  to  frighten  them  away,  sent  out  threatening' 
messages  by  his  underlings,  but  the  mob  became  infuriated,  knocked 
the  house  down  upon  him,  and  killed  him.  Before  we  arrived,  how* 
ever,  they  had  been  compelled  to  submit  more  to  their  mandarina, 
and  everything  was  going  on  quietly ;  but,  like  all  other  dark  places,  it 
was  the  habitation  of  horrible  cruelties.  Suicide  was  a  thing  of  almost 
daily  occurrence,  and  infanticide  was  practised  by  rich  and  poor  to  a 
fearful  extent.  The  Buddhist  and  Tauist  temples  that  had  been 
destroyed  during  the  T^ai-ping  rebellion  were  being  rebuilt,  and  the 
people  were  as  mad  after  thefr  idols  as  ever. 
"  Early  in  the  year 

1866 

we  expected  [reinforcements  to  our  Mission  from  England.  One  of 
these,  Mr.  Stott,  I  hoped  would  co-operate  with  me,  so  I  did  not  make 
any  further  attempt  at  renting  a  house  tmtil  he  joined  me  in  the 
month  of  February.  A  few  days  after  Mr.  Stott's  arrival,  we  set  out 
together,  again  accompanied  by  our  friend  Mr.  Meadows,  and,  after  a 
great  deal  of  trouble,  we  succeeded  in  renting  a  few  rooms,  for  whidh 
Mr.  Meadows^  and  I  had  been  negociating  in  the  autumn  of  the 
previous  year. 

**A  month  later  (March)  we  again  visited  Fung-hwa,  and  bad 
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little  dUBovlty  in  renting  tliree  rooms  in  another  house,  not  far  from 
the  one  we  had  already  obtained.  One  of  these  rooms  we  used  for  a 
dhapel,  the  other  two  were  oocnpied  by  oar  native  assistants.  Having 
got  a  few  benches  made  for  the  chapeL  we  opened  the  Fung-hwa 
'Station  in  the  month  of  May.  The  room  was  not  large,  bnt  it  had 
standing-room  for  abont  thirty  or  forty  people.  The  Chinese  will 
seldom  sit  down  and  qnietly  hear  what  you  have  to  say,  until  they 
:gain  confidence  in  you. 

"  Besides  two  services  on  the  Sunday,  we  had  Soriptore  reading 
tmd  prayer  morning  and  evening  in  the  chapel,  and  meetings  for 
the  preaching  of  the  (Gospel  on  several  week-day  evenings.  Mr. 
IStott  and  I  also  went  out  every  day  with  our  native  helpers,  and 
preached  the  CK>spel  in  the  open  air,^-6ometimee  in  or  near  the 
heathen  temples,  sometimes  at  the  gates  of  the  city,  or  in  any  other 
place  where  we  could  get  people  to  listen  to  us.  T?rice  or  thrice  a 
week  we  went  outside  the  city,  preaching  and  distributing  tracts  in 
the  villages,  of  which  there  are  nearly  one  hundred  within  Jive  milee 
of  the  eitjfy  teeming  with  immortal  souls,  who  have  never  heard 
•that  the  Son  of  Gk>d  had  come  down  from  heaven  and  died  for 
sinners. 

'*  At  first  great  crowds  came  to  hear  us,  no  matter  where  we  went. 
Oniiosity  always  brings  a  great  number  to  hear  when  a  new  station 
is  opened,  and  this  is  often  mistaken  by  the  newly-anived  and  inex- 
perienced Missionary  for  a  thirst  after  the  truth.  But  this  curiosity 
soon  wears  off.  It  did  so  with  us  ilt  Fung-hwa,  for  after  two  or 
three  months,  few  came  to  the  chapel  to  hear,  and  when  we  went 
out,  few  cared  to  listen.  The  '*  Story  of  the  Cross  "  had  no  charms 
for  them ;  they  saw  no  beauty  in  Jeeus  that  they  might  desire  Him. 
This  state  of  things  continued  for  several  months,  and  we  began  to 
be  much  disheartened.  Stall  we  felt  that  it  was  our  duty  to  preach 
the  Qospel,  and  leave  the  results  with  Gk)d,  who  alone  could  give  the 
increase.  It  was  sweet  for  us,  however,  to  think  that  we  were 
bearing  testimony  for  Jesus,  and  that,  whether  the  Chinese  received 
the  testimony  or  rejected  it.  He  would  be  glorified. 

''After  staying  with  us  about  six  months,  Mr.  Stott  left  for 
another  sphere  of  labour. 

**  In  the  month  of  December,  abont  seven  months  after  we  had 
begun  the  work,  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  encourage  us  by  the  first 
'Oonversion,thatof  a  yoimgman  whom  we  had  brought  from  Ning*po 
with  us  as  a  servant.  He  was  the  son  of  a  Christian  woman,  and  had 
to  some  extent  heard  the  truth  from  his  boyhood,  but  had  not  been 
seriously  impressed  with  its  importance  till  this  time.  We  had  great 
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joy  in  irslooiiBiiig  him  to  the  Lord's  Table  after  his  baptism ;  bat 
atUt  we  longed  and  prayed  for  fruit  amongst  the  Fung-hva  people. 

1867. 

"About  the  begiiming  of  this  year,  an  old  woman  between  fifty 
and  sixty  years  of  age,  who  had  often  oome  to  our  meetings  leanings 
upon  her  sta£^  risited  the  house  of  my  native  assistant  one  nighty 
and  said  to  his  wife, '  You  have  been  telling  us  all  this  time  that  it 
is  useless  and  sinful  to  pray  to  the  idols,  and  you  also  tell  us  that  it  is 
not  neoessary  to  bum  candles  and  incense  in  order  to  worship  the 
true  Qod.    I  want  to  pray  to  Him.    WiU  you  tell  me  what  to  say  P* 
I  need  not  say  that  the  assistant  and  his  wife  had  great  pleasure  Uiat 
night  in  instruoting  this  poor,  old,  ignorant,  but  inquiring  heathen, 
woman,  and  leading  her  feet  into  the  way  of  life;   and  I  cannot 
express  the  joy  that  we  felt  next  morning,  when  we  heard  that  at  least 
one  of  the  !Fnng-hwa  people  was  feeling  after  the  true  Qod.    From 
that  time,  this  old  woman  attended  our  meetings  regularly  on  the- 
JLord's  Day,  and  as  she  lived  near  the  chapel,  ahe  came  almost  every  • 
evening  to  the  worship.     She  was  veiy  ignorant  on  almost  every 
subject ;   she  knew  nothing  of  her  own  country,  not  even  of  the 
locality  in  which  she  lived ;  for  although  she  was  over  fifty  years  of 
age,  the  longest  journey  that  ahe  had  ever  undertaken  was  to  a  large 
village  about  one  mile  distant,  and  this  only  once  in  her  lifetime. 
Much  more  was  she  ignorant  of  the  wickedness  and  deceitf  ulness  of 
her  own  heart,  and  her  need  of  a  Saviour.    But  the  Spirit  of  God 
applied  the  truths  that  she  heard  to  her  heart  and  conscience ;  and 
by-and-by  she  began  to  see  spiritual  things,  somewhat  as  the  blind 
man  did  earthly  objects  when  he  said,  '  I  see  men  as  trees  walking.* 
Gradually  the  light  increased  in  her  soul ;  she  saw  herself  to  be  a 
lost  sinner,  but  also  saw  that  Jesus  was  her  own  great  Saviour.. 
She  brought  her  household  god  and  gave  it  to  me,  saying  that  she 
did  not  need  it  any  longer. 

''  But  now  came  a  time  of  deep  trial  and  temptation  to  her.  We 
told  her  that  she  must  openly  confess  Christ  and  be  baptized,  and  her 
spirit  was,  indeed,  willing,  but  the  flesh  was  weak.  She  had  but  few 
friends,  and  the  few  she  had  forsook  her  because  she  had  forsaken  the 
religion  of  her  country,  and  embraced  a  foreign  one.  Her  only  son». 
a  young  man  of  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  became  ashaTued  of  her 
and  left  off  eoning  home  at  night  to  sleep.  This  was  a  cause  of  great 
trouble  and  anxiety  to  her.  Her  name  was  cast  out  as  evil  by  all  who 
knew  her,  and  her  neighbours  eursed  and  abused  her  with  language- 
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of  the  most  obsoene  description.  Sometimes  she  isrould  saj, '  I  shall 
be  baptized,  and  let  the  people  say  or  do  what  they  like ; '  at  other 
times,  '  I  cannot  be  baptized,  I  will  be  a  secret  disciple.'  At  sach 
times  we  wonld  teU  her  that  Jesus  had  said,  'Whosoeyer  shall  be 
ashamed  of  me  and  my  words,  of  him  shall  the  Son  of  Man  be 
ashamed/  &c.,  and  that  He  had  also  said,  'My  grace  is  suf&oient  for 
thee/  &c.  And  His  grax^e  was  sufficient,  for  after  a  short  time  she 
took  up  her  cross  boldly,  and  was  the  first  to  confess  Christ  in  heathen 
Fong-hwa.    Our  joy  may  be  better  imag^ed  than  described. 

'*  After  her  baptism  this  woman  became  yery  anxious  to  join  us  in 
the  seryioe  of  praise  at  our  meetings,  and,  old  as  she  was,  she  began 
to  learn  to  read  the  hymns  in  the  romanized  colloquial.  For  a  long 
time  she  could  not  manage  to  read  fast  enough  to  keep  time  with  us 
when  we  were  singing,  though  I  generally  used  slow  tunes.  So  she 
thought  that  it  would  be  a  better  plan  to  learn  a  number  of  hymns  by 
heart — not  a  yery  easy  undertaking  for  a  Chinese  woman  of  her  age, 
and  who  had  to  spin  cotton  from  early  morning  till  late  at  night,  in 
order  to  earn  from  fifteen  to  twenty  cash  a  day  (about  one  penny  of 
English  money).  This  was  about  the  daily  income  of  this  poor  woman 
when  she  was  able  to  work.  Her  son,  being  then  an  apprentice,  was 
not  able  to  bring  any  money  to  her.  Often  haye  my  dear  wife  and 
myself  gone  into  her  humble  dwelling  and  found  her  busy  spinning, 
with  her  hymn  book  placed  before  her  on  the  framework  of  the 
spinning  wheel,  that  she  might  learn  hymns  while  at  her  work.  In 
this  way  she  committed  a  number  of  hymns  to  memory — translations 
of  such  hymns  as  Cowper*s  beautiful  one, 

*  There  is  a  fountain  filled  with  blood,* 

and  Toplady's 

<  Rook  of  Ages,  deft  for  me,' 

also, 

'  There  is  a  happy  land,' 
and  seyeral  others. 

"She  often  expressed  her  thankfulness  to  God  for  sending  the 
Gospel  to  her.  She  would  say,  *  How  good  it'  was  of  God  to  send  the 
€K)spel  to  Fung-hwa  at  the  time  that  He  did,  for  if  He  had  waited  a 
little  longer  I  should  haye  died  without  haying  heard  it ;  and  how 
kind  it  was  of  Him  to  send  it  to  my  yery  door,  for  if  the  chapel  had 
heen  in  another  part  of  the  city  I  ^ould  most  likely  neyer  haye  gone 
to  hear  it.' 

*^  I  haye  giyen  rather  a  lengthy  account  of  this  woman's  conyersion, 
because  I  think  it  is  a  fair  illustration  of  the  way  in  which  Chinese 
oonyerts  reoelye  the  tmth.    Generally  the  light  gradually  and  almost 
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imperceptibly  increases  in  their  minds^  and  the  Hissioiiazy  has  to  tel 
them  one  simple  trath  after  another,  and  that  oyer  and  oyer  again, 
^e  persecution,  also,  to  which  this  woman  was  subjected,  ia  but  an 
esample  of  what  the  majority  of  the  conrerts  have  to  endnre.  Tea ! 
I  haye  known  some  who  had  to  giye  up  all  that  they  had,  friends  and 
property,  for  Christ. 

«  During  this  year  my  dear  wife  was  enabled,  through  the  kindness 
of  a  Christian  lady  in  Dublin,  to  employ  a  natiye  Bible  woman,  and 
commenced  house-to-house  yisitation,  which,  although  apparently 
fruitless  at  first,  has  since  been,  perhaps,  the  most  fruitful  department 
of  labour  that  has  been  carried  on  at  Fung-hwa.  If  y  wife  and  her 
Bible  woman  were  generally  yery  courteously  receiyed,  but  for  many 
a  day  few  cared  for  the  message  of  mercy  that  they  brought  to  their 
doors,  and  they  often  came  home  not  a  Httle  disheartened. 

"  During  the  year  three  persons  were  admitted  to  Church  feDow- 
4iip,  including  the  woman  whose  conyersion  I  haye  described  above. 
One  of  the  other  two  was  a  Buddhist  deyotee,  and  is  now  (1873)  a  yery 
devoted  disciple  of  Jesus. 

1868. 

''This  year  was  a  very  trying  one  to  us  in  Fung-hwa.  Scarcely 
any  one  would  come  to  hear,  and  only  one  person  joined  the  C9iurch. 
Our  faith  was  very  much  tried.  My  native  assistant  lost  heart 
altogether,  and  did  once  or  twice  suggest  to  me  that  it  would  be  our 
duty  very  soon  to  shake  the  dust  of  the  city  from  our  feet  as  a 
testimony  against  the  people,  and  go  somewhere  else. 

«  Early  in  February  of  this  year  the  Church  at  K>-2,  one  of  the  out- 
stations  under  the  care  of  Kr.  Keadows,  at  Ning-po,  was  transferred 
to  my  care,  as  it  was  more  convenient  for  me  to  take  the  oyersight  of 
it  than  for  him. 

« <0-z  is  a  small yiUage  situated  amongst  the  mountains,  about  twenty 
miles  S.£.  of  King-po,  and  about  the  same  distance  from  Fung-hwa. 

**  Some  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  ago,  a  man  belonging  to  '0-2, 
named  Wdng  Kyiid-yiao,  who  made  his  Hying  partiy  by  farming  a 
littie  land,  which  he  owned,  and  also  by  taking  firewood  to  Ning-po 
for  sale,  heard  the  truth  at  this  latt^  place,  was  oonverted,  and 
baptized  there.  *  When  he  returned  to  his  home  he  began  to  preach 
Jesus  to  his  neighbours,  and  to  every  one  that  he  met.  At  first  his 
relatives  thought  that  he  had  gone  out  of  his  mind,  and  for  several 
years  he  saw  littie  fruit ;  but  when  I  took  charge  of  the  Station  in 

*  For  account  of  his  oonversiony  see  0.  P.  32,  pp.  64-57. 
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1868,  there  was  a  Ghuroh  of  nine  members,  moluding  his  wife,  son 
And  danghter,  and  during  the  year  I  had  the  pleasure  of  baptizing 
fiye  other  persons.  There  were  also,  besides  these,  three  or  four 
hopeful  inquirers. 

*'In  the  month  of  June  the  Lord  helped  me  to  open  another 
preaching  place  at  a  walled  city  called  Ning-hai,  about  forty  miles 
8.  W.  of  Fnng-hwa.  I  was  not  able  to  spend  much  time  there  myself 
for  the  first  few  months,  but  we  always  kept  a  native  preacher  therct 
and  although  no  one  was  baptized  during  the  first  year,  there  were 
several  persons  interested  in  tiie  Qospel  almost  from  the  beginning. 

"During  this  year  six  persons  were  baptized  in  all — one  at 
Fnng-hwa  and  five  at  '0-z,  and  were  added  to  those  already  in  com- 
munion with  u& 

'^  Before  dosing  the  report  of  our  work  during  this  year  it  may  be 
well  to  mention  the  case  of  an  old  woman  who  wished  to  join  the 
Church  at  Fung-hwa,  but  was  prevented  from  doing  so  by  her 
husband.  It  is  an  example  of  a  meet  trying  kind  of  persecution — 
perseoution  in  the  family.  There  may  be  some  glory  in  being  taken 
before  a  magistrate,  being  shut  up  in  prison,  or  being  beheaded  for 
the  name  of  Christ.  But  what  glory  is  there  in  getting  a  severe  but 
secret  beating  from  a  wicked  husband  for  wishing  to  be  a  Christian  ? 
Horeover,  her  case  is  an  example  of  many  of  whom  there  is  good 
reason  to  beUeve  that  they  are  sincere  Christians,  although  for  one 
reason  or  another  they  never  join  the  Church  on  earth. 

*'  I  will  commence  with  a  translation  of  a  letter  I  received  from  my 
Assistant,  when,  owing  to  the  weak  state  of  my  wife's  health,  we  were 
obliged  to  leave  our  work  at  Fung-hwa  for  a  few  weeks  this  year : — 

«  *Dbaji  Bbotheb, — ^To-day  I  have  met  with  a  very  sad  case.  In 
visiting  the  membera,  I  went  first  to  the  outside  of  the  North  Gate, 
to  call  upon  an  old  woman  of  the  surname  Hyiao.  On  reaching  the 
place,  being  almost  at  her  door,  her  husband,  who  was  standing 
by  the  roadside,  saw  me,  and  exdaimed,  Now  I  have  caught  him ! 
Tlie  man  who  talks  about  Jesus  is  coming.  As  I  drew  near,  I 
thought,  I  don't  know  that  man,  but  he  certainly  must  bo  the 
husband.  A  man  was  standing  by  the  door  whom  I  did  know,  so  I 
said  to  him,  Are  you  well  P  He  answered.  Yes ;  where  are  you  going? 
I  said,  I  have  come  to  visit  a  person.  The  man  who  was  standing 
behind  then  said,  I  suppose  you  have  come  to  our  house.  I  asked, 
What  is  your  name  ?  He  said  it  was  Hyiao,  and  then  spoke  very 
angrily,  exclaiming.  Why  do  you  want  my  wife  to  enter  the  religion? 
I  am  very  much  displeased.  I  hate  it.  My  wife  is  going  to  sin 
agwst  her  own  life,  and  yet  you  continue  to  come  here.    I  cannot 
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I)ear  f oreignenu  IxepEedyToaneed  not  be  angry;  Iirmft'toipeak 
to  you.  When  the  rebels  were  here  yon  did  not  hate  fonignar^ 
Beiges  I  am  not  a  f  oreignw ;  why  do  yon  hate  me  P  Yon  don't  know 
the  doctrine  of  Jeso^  and  therefore  you  hate  it.  I  wQl  tell  yon  ab<Mit 
it.  He  said,  I  don't  want  to  hear.  I  intend  my  wife  to  die ;  I  will 
not  Buffer  her  to  lire.  I  asked,  Why  do  you  want  her  to  dieP  To  which 
he  replied,  We  in  China  haye  Chinese  doctrine ;  she  has  ahneady 
abstained  from  animal  food,  and  said  prayers  to  Buddha  for  many 
years,  and  is  she  now  to  hear  your  words,  break  her  fast^  and  not 
worship  idols  P  Better  for  her  to  die !  Why  ahoold  we,  Chinese,  listen 
to  the  words  of  foreigners  P  If  she  goes  and  enters  the  religion,  I  will 
giye  her  her  choice  of  three  things — opinm,  salt-dregs^*  or  the  knife* 
whicheyer  she  prefers.  I  said.  What  harm  is  there  in  entering  the 
religion  of  Jesus,  that  you  would  rather  wish  her  to  die  P  We  are  not 
like  the  Buddhist  priests,  who  cheat  you  out  of  yonr  money ;  we  do 
not  compel  any  one  to  enter  the  religion ;  we  do  not  want  people  to  do 
what  is  wrong,  but  that  they  should  worship  God  who  is  in  heayen; 
we  want  them  to  repent  of  their  sins  and  be  good ;  we  want  them  to 
belieye  in  Jesus,  that  they  may  be  sayed.  It  is  beeaose  you  do  not 
understand  what  the  doctrine  of  Jesus  is  that  yon  find  fault.  I  will 
explain  it  to  you,  that  you  also  may  know.  He  answered,  I  sihall  not 
listen ;  you  need  not  talk ;  and  then  he  said  many  bad  things.  Then 
the  man  whom  I  knew  drew  me  into  his  house,  and  I  talked  with  hini 
a  little  while,  and  then  went  to  the  old  woman  named  Yu.  Mrs.  Yd 
asked  me  where  I  had  been,  and  I  said,  I  haye  been  outside  the  North 
Ghite,  and  haye  now  come  to  call  on  you.  She  said,  You  haye  been 
outside  the  North  Gate  P  Yes,  I  eaid.  She  replied,  Old  Mis.  Hyiao 
came  to  me  on  IConday,  and  told  me  that  her  husband  was  not  willing 
to  let  her  become  a  Christian ;  that  he  beat  her,  and  persecuted  her  ; 
and  she  said.  Will  you  ask  Ysen  Sin-Sang  (the  Assistant)  not  to  oome 
to  our  houBe  P    I  will  come  secretly  to  the  <ihapel.' 

'*  Though  somew  hat  out  of  place  here,  it  may  be  well  to  mention 
that  two  years  later  we  again  saw  this  old  woman,  and  I  will  make  a 
few  extracts  from  a  letter  which  I  wrote  at  the  time  to  a  friend  in 
England : — 

*'  'About  two  years  ago,  I  belieye  I  mentioned  the  case  of  an  old 
woman  here,  named  Hyiao,  who  was  much  interested  in  the  Gospel 
.  .  .  but  was  prohibited  by  her  husband  from  joining  the  CSiuroh,  or 
eyen  coming  to  hear  the  truth  preached.     As  the  old  woman  then 

*  A  poison  sometimes  used  by  those  who  cannot  get  opium  when 
they  wish  to  commit  suicide. 
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zeqiieBtod  as  not  to  call  at  her  house  again,  and  as  Tiolent  language 
ivaa  naed  hj  her  hnsbluid  to  Mr.  Vwn  (the  Assistant),  neither  he  nor  I 
thought  it  would  be  wise  to  attempt  calling  again.  Moreover,  in  a 
few  days  we  heard  that  she  had  been  sent  to  a  temple  amongst  the 
hills,  seyeral  miles  distant,  so  that  she  was  out  of  our  reach ;  and  I 
could  not  afterwards  get  any  account  of  her  further  than  that  some- 
one saw  her  there  chanting  prayers  to  Buddha.  One  day,  howerer, 
during  the  month  of  December  1870,  her  husband  sent  a  messenger- 
to  me,  saying  that  both  he  and  his  wife  were  very  poorly,  and  that  he 
would  be  much  obliged  if  I  would  come  to  see  them,  and  give  them 
medicine.  It  was  pouring  rain,  and  I  was  rather  poorly  at  the  time 
myself;  but  I  thought  that  the  opportunity  was  too  good  to  be  lost, 
so  Mr.  V»n  and  I  g^t  our  umbrellas  and  were  soon  at  the  house.  A 
very  miserable  looking  place  it  was,  as  most  of  the  houses  of  the  poor 
are  on  a  rainy  day.  .  .  .  There  was  no  one  in  it  but  the  two  inTalids^ 
both  in  bed,  one  at  each  end  of  it.  Mrs.  Hyiao  was  the  first  who 
spo  he,  and  was  evidently  pleased  to  see  us.  .  .  .It  was  easy  to  see 
that  she  was  nearing  her  journey's  end.  The  husband  seemed  as  if~ 
he  were  ashamed  of  his  former  conduct  towards  us.  .  .  .  He  was  very 
iU  of  ague,  and  had  been  so  for  a  long  time.  I  asked  him  why  he 
neyer  came  to  the  chapel,  and  he  excused  himself  by  saying  that  he 
had  been  long  poorly.  I  gaye  him  a  few  doses  of  quinine,  and  in  a 
few  days  he  was  welL  I  asked  his  wife  if  she  had  forgotten  all  she 
had  heard  about  Jesus.  She  said,  I  haye  not  forgotten;  I  often  think 
of  Him.  I  aeked  if  she  was  trusting  in  Jesus  for  salvation.  She 
replied,  I  do ;  who  else  is  there  that  we  could  trust  in  ?  I  was  unable- 
to  do  much  to  ease  her  poor  body,  but  was  very  glad  to  hear  her  say 
in  the  presence  of  her  persecuting  husband,  that  she  trusted  in  Jesus. 
Iwent  to  see  her  several  times  afterwards.  Her  husband  was  not 
quite  so  polite  after  he  got  weU  himself,  but  he  did  not  in  the  least 
try  to  prevent  our  speaking  to  his  wife.  After  a  short  time  I  left 
]Pnng-hwa  for  King-hai.  Mr.  Vsen  then  visited  her,  and  tried  to 
Instruct  her  in  the  way  of  salvaticm.  She  died  not  long  after ;  and 
the  last  time  Mr.  Vsen  saw  her  she  told  him  that  she  was  trusting  in 
Jesus  alone  for  salvation.' 

1869. 

**  I>uring  this  year  we  had  more  encouragement  at  Fung-hwa.  Six 
pecBons  were  baptized,  and  a  goodly  number  seemed  to  be  seeking^ 
salvation.  We  saw  then  that,  perhaps,  the  previous  year  had  not 
been  so  barren  after  all,  for  much  of  the  fruit  that  was  gathered  this- 
year  had  been  sown  then. 
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M  j^t  *0-x»  alflo,  we  had  enoonrageiiient,  for  four  persoiis  were  added 
to  the  Utile  chnroh  there  during  the  year. 

**  At  Ning-hai  three  persons  were  baptized — a  mother  and  her  two 
«on»— >the  first  fruits  of  our  labours  at  that  newly-opened  Station. 

'*In  this  year  we  were  able  to  spend  a  good  deal  of  time  at 
King-hai.  While  there  we  wentx)ut  twice  eyeiy  day  to  preach  in  the 
streets,  and  as  it  is  a  yery  busy  place,  we  had  good  opportunitiea  for 
preaching  Christ  to  crowds  of  listeners.  There  are  markets  hdd  in 
Ning-hai  eyery  third  day,  which  bring  great  crowds  of  people  to  the 
«ity. 

^  The  Ning-hai  people  are  yery  di£Eiarent  from  those  at  Fung-hwa. 
The  latter  place,  although  neither  large  nor  rich,  is  nerertheleeey  as 
I  haye  before  said,  a  nest  of  proud  Gonfuoians,  who  look  with  soom 
on  eyerything  but  the  worldly  wisdom  and  cold  moralities  of  their 
own  sage.  At  Ning-hai,  although  they  haye  a  yery  large  Confucian 
temple,  yet  Confucianism  does  not  seem  to  haye  taken  such  deep  root 
as  it  has  done  at  Fung-hwa.  At  Ning-hai  a  large  number  of  the 
people  are  Buddhist  deyotees  and  Vegetarians.  The  great  masa  of 
the  Chinese  seem  to  think  of  nothing  but  the  present  life ;  a  future 
state  seldom,  if  eyer,  seems  to  occupy  their  mind.  The  Vegetarians 
■are  not  so,  howeyer.  They  do  belieye  in,  and  are,  as  they  think,  pre- 
paring for  another  state  of  existence.  In  their  case,  if  we  can  by  the 
aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  instil  into  their  minds  Scriptural  ideas  of  a  life 
beyond  the  graye,  and  teach  them  in  what  true  preparation  consists^ 
there  is  good  hope  of  their  becoming  Christians. 

''We  are  often  disappointed,  howeyer,  in  those  from  whom  we 
•ezpeot  great  things,  as  the  case  I  am  about  to  mention  will  proye. 

« While  we  were  at  Ning-hai  in  the  year^of  which  I  am  now 
writing,  my  natiye  Assistant  at  Fung-hwa  sent  me  a  letter,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  translation : — 

" '  Last  Monday  I  went  to  see  the  old  Buddhist^  who  liyes  on  the 
•top  of  the  steep  hill  outside  the  North  G«te.  I  spoke  to  him  from 
1  F.U.  to  6.60  F.U.  He  said,  I  am  in  great  difficulty;  I  do  not  know 
what  to  do.  I  know  that  the  religion  of  Jesus  is  good;  but  if  I 
should  join  the  Church  a  great  many  people  will  come  and  find  fault 
with  me.  Even  now,  when  I  do  no^  go  to  your  chapel,  they  come  and 
say  to  me,  What  businees  haye  you  to  go  to  the  chapel  of  the  red- 
haired*  rdigion  P  Moreoyery  I  haye  no  children,  so  when  I  oome  to 
die  I  shall  haye  no  one  but  distant  relations  to  take  care  of  me  ;  aaid 

*  The  Chinese  always  call  Europeans  the  '<  red-haired  natian«*' 
hence  Christianity  is  designated  by  them  the  ''red-haired  religion.** 
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they  haye  already  told  me  that  if  I  should  go  and  join  the  red-haired 
religion,  not  one  of  them  will  honour  me ;  they  will  oil  despise  and 
forsake  me.  Then,  again,  I  have  for  many  years  been  a  worshipper 
of  Buddha,  and  my  co-religionists  come  and  say  to  me,  You  have  for 
many  years  abstained  from  animal  food,  and  accumulated  a  gpreat 
amount  of  merit ;  you  have  also  been  a  yery  zealous  worshipper  of 
Buddha;  when  you  die  you  will  certainly  go  to  the  happy  land  in  the 
West ;  then  why  should  you  go  and  hear  the  preaching  at  the  chapel 
of  the  red-haired  religion?  Again,  I  haye  made  many  yows,  and 
bound  myself  by  many  oaths  to  be  a  worshipper  of  Buddha.  Should 
I  belieye  in  the  religion  of  Jesus,  Buddha  will  say  to  me  when  I  die,, 
You  made  many  yows,  and  bound  yourself  by  many  oaths  to  be  a 
worshipper  of  Buddha,  but,  after  all,  you  went  and  joined  that 
religion ;  now,  you  must  endure  misery.  What  shall  I  do  when  that 
day  comes  P    Who  will  saye  me  then  f ' 

"  The  Assistant  adds : — 

** '  I  then  told  him,  as  well  as  I  was  able,  the  origin  of  Buddhism^ 
and  also  of  the  sect  of  Buddhists  to  which  he  belongs.  I  told  him 
that  the  doctrines  of  Buddhism  were  utterly  unworthy  of  belief,  and 
could  not  saye  the  soul.  I  spoke  to  him  of  Jesus,  the  Sayiour  of 
sinners,  urged  him  to  belieye  on  Him,  and  also  told  him  that  one  day 
be  would  haye  to  come  out  of  his  graye,  and  stand  before  the  judg- 
ment-seat of  Jesus,  to  be  judged  according  to  his  works. 

'*  *The  old  man  then  said,  Oh!  what  shall  I  do?  I  then  said,  I 
will  pray  with  you.  God  will  guide  you,  and  let  you  know  what  yoa 
ought  to  do.  I  then  prayed  with  him.  When  I  had  finished  he  said 
to  me.  When  I  want  to  know  what  I  should  do,  may  I  pray  to  God  ? 
I  said,  Yes ;  and  then  He  will  let  you  know  what  you  should  do.  I 
then  repeated  some  of  the  promises  that  Jesus  has  giyen  us  that  He 
will  hear  our  prayers.  The  old  man  then  said,  Now  will  I  pray  to 
God,  and  that  which  He  desires  me  to  do,  that  I  will  certahily  do. 
He  then  asked  me  to  write  a  short  prayer  for  him,  so  I  took  a  eheet 
of  paper  and  wrote  a  few  petitions  on  it.  Ho  said,  Now  you  must 
pray  for  me.  I  will  also  pray  for  myself ;  I  will  not  only  pray  mom* 
ing  and  eyening,  I  will  pray  at  midnight  also,  because  I  always  get 
out  of  bed  at  midnight  and  worship  Buddha ;  now  I  will  get  out  of 
bed  and  worship  God.  I  will  put  God  to  the  trial,  and  see  what  He 
will  do  for  me.  I  will  taste  and  see  if  I  like  the  flayour  or  not.  I  will 
throw  aside  my  own  religion  for  a  month  or  two,  and  worship  €h>d 
alone!' 

**  The  Assistant  concludes : — 

^ '  The  old  man  then  led  me  to  his  sleeping-room,  and  showed  m» 
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how  he  worshipped  Buddha  at  midiiight.  This  man  ia  veaUj  aa. 
earnest  worshipper  of  Buddha.  He  ought  to  make  us  aahamed ;  I 
iear  we  worshippers  of  the  true  God  are  not  so  earnest.  This  jombo, 
should  he  belieTe  on  Jesus,  will  be  a  very  good  Ghristiaii.  ICay  tika 
Almighty  One  lead  and  help  him  for  Jesu's  sake.' 

^  The  old  man  referred  to  in  the  above  letter  had  the  charge  of  a 
small  wayside  temple  on  the  top  of  a  hill  near  Fung-hwa.  He  is  not 
a  pxiest>  but  he  keeps  it  clean,  &o.,  and  for  so  doing  he  Is  allowed  to 
live  rent  free  in  a  room  adjoining  the  temple.  He  also  gets  a  little 
rice  from  each  worshipper,  which  would  amount  to  a  few  bags  a  year. 

"  He  attended  the  meetings  on  the  Lord's  Day  regularly  for  sevetai 
months,  and  the  Assistant  and  native  brethren  at  Fung*hwa  had  great 
hopes  of  him.  On  my  return  to  Fung-hwa  from  Ning-hai,  aboat 
three  months  after  the  Assistant's  visit  to  him  related  above,  I  also 
went  to  his  house  and  spent  a  few  hours  with  him,  and  after  a  good 
deal  of  interesting  conversation  I  returned,  very  hopeful  that  he 
would  ultimately  become  a  Christian.  I  was  sorry,  however,  to 
notice  that  the  doctrine  of  salvation  through  the  Bubstitutionacy 
aactifice  of  Christ  had  not  much  attraction  for  him.  He  seemed  to 
like  to  talk  about  the  one  living  and  true  God,  and  denounced  in  no 
ordinary  manner  the  gods  that  his  countrymen  worshipped.  But  he 
did  not  seem  to  feel  his  need  of  Jesus  a?  a  Saviour,  neither  did  he 
seem  to  entertain  the  idea  that  Jesus  was  anything  more  than  a  grest 
man  like  Confucius,  Buddha,  &c.  After  a  little  time  he  began  to 
condemn  many  things  connected  with  our  mode  of  worship,  and  told 
us  that  imless  we  made  a  great  reformation  he  could  not  conscien- 
tiously worship  God  with  us.  He  objected  to  good  dothes.  Instead 
of  coming  to  the  chapel  wearing  the  best  clothes  in  our  possesaioiiy 
as  he  noticed  our  converts  did  (although  none  of  them  are  able  to 
dress  extravagpantly),  he  thought  that  we  ought  to  come  in  the  most 
dirfy  and  ragged  gacments  that  we  had.  He  said  tiuCt  it  was  a  most 
MMOomly  thing  for  a  puny  worm  like  man  to  appear  belore  ibe 
Almighty  Kaker  of  heaven  and  earth  dressed  in  anything  but  rags. 
One  young  woman,  a  member  of  the  Church,  who  wore  ear  orna- 
ments, he  would  have  excommunicated  if  she  did  not  throw  theoi 
away.  He  mentioned  many  other  things  which  I  must  not  take  tintie 
to  repeat  now. 

^*  The  native  members  looked  upon  him  with  astonishment,  and . 
thought  him  a  very  zealous  and  extraordinary  Christian,  only  in  want 
of  a  little  instruction ;  and  several  of  them  came  to  me,  and  pressed 
me  to  baptize  him,  if  he  would  give  up  his  situation  and  perquisitea 
^oonneoted  with  the  temple.  By  this  time  both  the  native  Assistant  and 
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myself  had  oome  to  imdenta&d  the  old  man  better,  00  I  told  those 
members  who  adyised  me  to  baptize  him  that  ours  was  a  Ghristian 
Church,  and  that  he  did  not  believe  in  Christ  as  we  did  ;  and  more 
than  that,  seeing  that  he  did  not  beHeve  in  and  Ioyo  Jesus,  I  did  not 
think  that  he  would  be  willing  to  give  up  the  few  bags  of  rice  that  he 
got  for  lookmg  after  the  temple.  They  rather  thought  that  I  was 
mistaken,  so  they  went  to  him  and  asked  him  if  he  was  ready  to 
leare  the  temple,  and  trust  to  God  for  his  rice,  when,  to  their  great 
disappointment,  he  made  the  following  proposition  to  them :— '  I  am 
quite  willing  to  leave  the  temple  and  join  your  religion,  if  the 
Christians  in  Fnng-hwa  will  give  me  four  thousand  cash  (a  little 
more  than  three  dollars)  per  month,  and  let  me  go  about  the  country 
dressed  like  a  Buddhist  priest,  only  ragged  and  dirty,  exhorting 
people  to  turn  from  idol^  and  worship  the  true  Gh>d.'  Why  he 
wished  to  dress  like  a  Buddhist  priest  I  cannot  teU,  for,  as  I  have  said 
before,  he  is  not  a  priest,  and  does  not  dress  like  one.  As  they  could 
not  promise  him  what  he  wanted,  he  stuck  to  the  temple,  and  began 
to  leave  off  coming  to  the  chapel. 

«  He  does  sometimes  visit  us  now  (1873),  and  on  rare  occasions  may 
be  seen  on  the  Lord*s  Bay,  but  we  have  no  reason  at  present  for 
helieving  that  he  is  trusting  in  the  Lord  Jesus  for  salvation,  although 
I  believe  he  daily  worships  Qod  according  to  his  own  notion  of  wor- 
4Bihip,  and  no  longer  sees  any  merit  in  abstaining  from  animal  food. 
He  is  not  very  far  from  the  kingdom ;  but,  oh !  how  many  are  in 
«uchastate. 

"  I>nring  the  year  of  which  I  am  now  writiag,  we  had  the  painful 
duty  of  exoonmiunicating  two  persons  from  fellowship — one  at  '0-z, 
and  another  at  Fung-hwa.  It  also  pleased  the  Lord  to  take  one  of 
the  members  of  the  Church  at  ^-z  to  Himself.*' 

{To  be  continued.) 


ACCOXJNT  OF  NATIVE  LABOUEERS. 

TSIANQ  SOH-LIAKQ. 

In  Oeeasional  Pajper  No.  32  we  gave  a  letter  from  one  of 
our  native  helpers,  then  working  in  Kiu-chau.  Not  having 
all  the  materials  at  hand  for  the  sketch  of  another  native 
helper  which  we  intended  for  the  present  number,  we  give 
instead  a  short  account  of  the  writer  of  the  above-men- 
tioned letter,  Tsiaag  Boh-liang, 
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He  was  bom  at  Nankin,  and  spent  tlie  first  eight  years 
of  his  life  there.     His  father  and  friends  were  all  in  official 
employ,  and  the  family  liTed  in  ease  and  comfort.     Far 
were  they  from  dreaming  that  their  luxury  and  wealth 
were  so  soon  to  be  exchanged  for  a  battle  for  life ;  that  their 
comfortable  home,  curious  furniture,  well-stocked  library, 
and  pretty  garden,  with  its  artificial  pools  and  grottoes  of 
rock-work,  were  all  doomed  to  speedy  destruction.     Bat 
so  it  was.     There  came  a  time  of  alarm  and  consternation ; 
the  much  dreaded  and  ever- victorious  army  of  T*ai-p*ing 
rebels  drew  near,  the  vaunted  Tartars  in  Nankin  became 
demoralised,  were  routed,  utterly  destroyed,  and  Nanldn» 
which  had  been  supposed  to  be  invincible,  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  rebel  king. 

It  is  difficult  to  realize  and  impossible  to  describe  the 

consternation  which  this  event  produced  in  many  a  Chinese 

home,  and  especially  in  those  of  the  upper  classes.     From 

the  state  of  isolation  in  which  ladies  often  live  in  the 

highest  circles,  it  not  unfrequently  happens  that  they  have 

never  seen  the  face  of  a  man  outside  their  own  family. 

Imagine  such  suddenly  reduced  to  beggary  and  to  contact 

with  a  hard  and  selfish  world  in  the  daily  struggle  for 

existence!     From  utter  inability  to  bear  such  disaster^ 

from  the  fear  of  life  far  exceeding  the  dread  of  death,  and 

from  what  little  spark  of  patriotism  was  to  be  found  in 

them  (the  Chinese  thinking  it  virtuous  and  patriotic  to  die 

rather  than  witness  the  shame  and  ruin  of  the  reigning 

dynasty),  many  Chinese  committed  suicide.     The  whole 

family  of  which  young  Tsiang,  now  eight  years  of  age,  was 

a  member,  prepared  to  drown  themselves  in  two  of  the 

pools  ',in  their  own  garden — the  males  in  one,  the  females 

in  another.     Thousands,  probably  tens  of  thousands,  of 

Chinese  did  the  same  during  the  rebellion.     The  Tsiang 

family  made  a  feast,   worshipped  the  tablets  of   their 
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deceased  anoeston,  and  were  about  to  oany  their  i&ten* 
tion  into  effect^  when  a  servant  who  had  joined  the  rebels 
came,  and  promising  them  protection,  succeeded  in  dis-^ 
snading  them  £rom  doing  so.  Through  his  help  and  bj 
bribing  one  of  the  rebel  militaiy  mandarins^  they  suc- 
ceeded in  escaping  froia  the  city,  one  by  one.  They  then 
proceeded  to  Ch'ang-chau,  a  prefectural  city  on  the  Grand 
Canal,  halfway  between  Ohin-kiang  and  Su-chau,  and  here 
they  lived  in  peace  for  several  years. 

At  the  end  of  that  time  the  rebel  forces,  which  had  been 
kept  in  check  by  the  strong  military  cordon  by  which  they 
were  surrounded,  burst  forth  like  the  overflowiag  of  a 
river,  and  spread  ruin  and  disaster  all  around.  Gh'ang- 
ohau  became  unsafe,  but  as  Tsiang's  father  and  brother 
were  in  official  employ,  they  could  not  leave  the  city  early 
enough  to  carry  away  witii  them  much  of  the  property 
which  they  had  managed  to  remove  from  Nankin.  This 
time  nearly  all  was  lost.  Having  friends  in  Su-chau,  they 
fled  there,  and  had  just  secured  and  furnished  a  house 
when  the  rebels  arrived.  In  escaping  from  this  city  young 
Tsiang  became  separated  from  his  family,  and  made  his 
way  alone  to  Quin-sau.  There  he  met  a  maker  and  hawker 
of  a  kind  of  twisted  bread,  who  had  come  from  Ch'ang-chau, 
and  who  knew  him.  This  man  took  him  under  his  protect 
tion,  and  they  went  on  afterwards  to  Shanghai,  and  for 
some  months  sold  twists  there.  Meeting,  however,  with 
some  one  who  was  able  to  tell  him  where  his  family  were, 
and  that  they  were  anxiously  looking  for  him,  he  left 
Shanghai  and  rejoined  them  in  North  T'ai-chau  (the  city 
north  of  the  Yang-tse-kiang,  forty  miles  east  of  Yang-chau, 
at  which  a  new  out-station  has  recently  been  opened). 
After  this  he  obtained  employment  in  subordinate  govern- 
ment offices  for  several  years,  and  had  various  experiences, 
sometimes  doing  well,  then  again  falling  into  the  hands  of 
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robbers  vrhen  trayelliiig  with  stores,  all  Ms  own  property 
being  taken  as  well  as  the  government  effects.  He  gained 
his  liyelihood  in  this  way  till  some  time  after  the  family' 
returned  to  Nankin  at  the  end  of  the  rebellion,  his  ^Either 
being  now  dead.  On  his  return  from  a  jonmey  in  1868  he 
was  recommended  to  me,  and  joined  me  as  a  teacher  of  the 
language  in  Yang-chau  prior  to  the  terrible  riot  there. 
Then  he  heard  the  Gospel  story,  and  was  brought  for  the 
first  time  in  contact  with  Christianity.  He  was  much  im- 
pressed with  the  immistakeable  evidence  of  Ood's  protect- 
ing care  afforded  in  the  riot,  and  by  the  wonderful  answer 
to  prayer  in  our  restoration  to  the  very  premises  from  which 
we  were  ejected. 

Some  time  after  this,  after  having  had  our  usual  meeting 
for  family  prayer  one  evening,  as  all  were  about  to  sepa- 
rate for  the  night,  I  detained  them  for  a  short  time,  and 
urged  earnestly  and  affectionately  the  importance  of  person- 
ally and  immediately  deciding  for  Christ.  I  referred  to 
the  case  of  Noah's  carpenters  by  way  of  illustration,  show- 
ing those  present  how  many  of  them  had  been  faithful  to 
us  even  in  the  riot,  were  helping  us  in  many  ways,  and 
hearing  the  Qospel  preached  to  others,  and  yet  they  might 
be  finally  lost  themselves.  Tsiang  Soh-liang's  heart  was 
touched,  he  felt  very  wretched,  and  though  he  retired  to 
bed,  it  was  not  to  sleep.  By  God's  grace  he  determined 
to  be  a  Christian  himself — a  doer,  not  a  mere  hearer  of 
the  Word.  Soon  after  he  visited  Hang-chau,  and  our 
various  stations  as  far  south  as  Wun-chau,  where  he  was 
baptized  by  me,  in  company  with  two  of  the  first  converts 
there. 

Some  time  after  this  he  was  sent  to  Ts'ing-kiang-p'u  on 
mission  business,  and  while  there  had  a  sad  falL  He  was  led 
into  opium  smoking  again,  and  into  other  sin.  The  sorrow 
with  whicli  we  learned  this  maybe  imagined.  Hewasatonee 
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removed  from  the  scene  of  his  fall,  and  he  publicly  confessed 
Mb  sin  to  GK>d,  and  professed  true  repentance.  Thinking  the 
fipiritual  influence  of  the  Ohurch  at  Hang-ohau,  and  remoYal 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  old  acquaintances,  likely  to 
help  him,  he  was  sent  there,  and  by  a  consistent  life  ever 
since  he  has  showed  the  reality  of  his  restoration.  For  a 
long  time  he  was  much  cast  down,  but  He  who  smites  in 
loYo  also  heals,  and  to  him  He  restored  the  joy  of  His 
salvation.  The  recollection  of  his  fall,  however,  never  fails 
to  produce  g^at  g^ief,  and  has  led  to  a  subdued  manner 
ever  since  his  restoration,  very  different  to  his  natural  cha]>- 
acter  and  first  walk  afber  conversion. 

He  showed  much  readiness  and  aptitude  in  speaking  to 
the  unconverted  in  Hang-chau,  but  his  first  definite  work 
for  the  Lord  was  at  Dzing-du,  when  Loh  Ah-ts^h  was 
sick.  The  evidence  he  gave  then  of  qualification  for  use- 
fulness, and  also  at  Hang-chau  after  his  return,  led  to  his 
being  sent  to  San<k'i  as  an  evangelist,  and  subsequently 
to  Kiu-chau,  whence  he  wrote  the  letter  above  referred  to. 
He  is  now  betrothed  to  a  Christian  girl,  formerly  in  the 
girls'  school  at  Hang-chau,  the  daughter  of  one  of  our 
helpers  just  deceased,  and  is  at  present  labouring  for 
Ohrist  at  Ta^t^ung,  one  of  our  last  opened  out-stations  in 
the  province  of  Gan-hwuy.  Will  not  many  of  our  readers 
pray  hy  name  for  Tsiang  Soh-liang,  and  also  for  the  conver- 
sion of  his  aged  mother  and  the  other  surviving  members 
of  the  family? 

Our  readers  may  remember  that  in  Tsiang  Soh-liang's- 
letter,  above  referred  to,  he  warned  Mr.  McCarthy  about 
a  man  named  Tsiang  (see  0.  P,  32,  pp.  44,  45),  This 
warning  was  not  unneeded.  After  Mr.  McCarthy  had  left 
Hang-chau,  and  Wong-Lse-djiin  was  alone  in  charge,  he 
was  greatly  perplexed  by  the  action  of  this  man,  Tsiang- 
Zeh-ding.    As  the  incident  is  instructive,  we  will  condense, 
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and  digliilj  modifyi  an  aooount  which  appeared  in  the 
Shanghai  Eoming  Churier  of  July  18ih : — 


« 


The  foQowing  facts  abed  so  mnoli  ligbt  on  the  wietelied  ^Mmditifflt 

of  ofBoial  administration  in  China,  and  ai«,  besidesy  so  peooHarly  Olns- 
tratiTe  of  the  snares  and  pitfalls  that  beset  the  path  of  the  f oreigiL 
missionary,  that  we  are  sore  onr  readers  will  peruse  them  with 
interest. 

''During the  T'ai-ping rebellion,  a Hang-chag mandarin  of  respect- 
able rank  was  killed  by  the  rebels,  leaying  a  son.  By  the  CSiinese  law 
applicable  to  sach  cases,  the  son  was  entitled  when  he  came  of  age  to 
inherit  his  father's  official  rank.  But,  in  order  to  make  him  dig^ble 
for  employment,  he  mnst  apply  through  the  proper  channel  to  the 
proper  board,  in  order  to  be  invested  with  the  Button  or  other  in- 
signia to  which  his  father^s  status  had  entitled  him.  On  the  young 
man  coming  of  age  recently,  a  friend  of  the  family  was  employed  to 
make  the  necessary  application  on  his  behalf,  in  order  that  he  might 
be  duly  inyested  with  the  required  insignia  .  .  •  .  He,  fi«<1ii>g  it 
advisable  to  enlist  the  services  of  a  man  better  acquainted  with  official 
procedure  than  himself,  applied  to  one  Tsiang_Zeh-ding  of  Hang- 
chau,  and  handed  over  to  him  a  sum  sufficient  to  'gratify'  the 
several  officials  whose  good  offices  would  be  required  in  the  affair. 

^'  In  accordance  with  that  wonderful  system  of  intermediate  action 
which  so  strongly  marks  all  operations  in  China,  Zdi-ding  in  his 
turn  applied  to  two  acquaintances— runners  in  the  Ya-men  of  the 
Provincial  Treasurer — ^named  respectively  Chin  and  Chang,  to  whom 
he  gave  a  small  portion  of  the  funds  entrusted  to  him  by  way  of  a 
*  refresher,'  to  hearten  them  to  their  work.  A  stipulated  balance  was 
to  be  paid  them  as  soon  as  tiiey  procured  the  desired  official  insignia, 
whidh  Chin  and  Chang  proceeded  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
secure,  and  in  due  course  obtained ;  and  f  orthvrith  handed  it  over  to 
Zeh-ding  for  conyeyance  to  the  son  of  the  mandarin  killed  by  the 
rebels.  Zeh-ding  received  the  insignia,  but  on  some  pretext  or  other 
did  not  immediately  pay  oyer  to  them  the  stipulated  balanoe.  Some 
days  afterwards,  Zeh-ding  had  occasion  to  go  to  the  Treasurer's  Ya- 
men  on  some  other  business,  and  Chin  and  Chang  naturally  took  the 
opportunity  of  dunning  him  for  th& money  still  due.  He,  howeyor, 
having  secure  possession  of  the  insignia,  seems  to  have  thought  that 
he  had  thsm  comparatiyely  in  his  power,  and  struck  the  runners 
mute  with  astonishment,  by  coolly  asking  them  in  the  tone  of  aa 
injured  man,  to  return  him  the  money  he  paid  them  on  aooount,  and 
take  back  their  official  bauble,  as  it  was  a  matter  of  ntter  indifference 
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to'lim  wliether  lie  gat  it  or  noi !  Ghin  and  Chaikg  saw  that  Zeh- 
ding  wished  to  swindle  them  oat  of  the  money  he  stiU  owed  them ; 
{he  nsoal  Chinese  qnarrel  ensued,  with  its  Tooiferous  talk  and 
menacing  gestionhition,  and  long-snfPiering  ayoidance  of  actual 
Tidlenoe.  Blows  were,  however,  at  length  exchanged,  though  it  is 
difficult  to  say  who  was  the  aggressor.  Zeh-ding  .  «  •  cast  about 
to  find  some  means  of  ayenging  himself.  But  his  adyersaries  were 
dangerons,  as  being  attached  to  the  Ya-men  of  a  high  official,  and  ho 
waa  too  poor  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  some  '  friend  in  court/ — 
facts  which  baulked  the  outpouring  of  his  wrath  for  some  time. 

**  At  length  he  hit  upon  the  following,  let  us  hope,  extraordinary 
plan,  for  accomplishing  his  purpose : — ^He  wrote  a  letter  to  the  City 
Magistrate,  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Taylor,  saying  that  he  had  a  Church 
member  named  Zeh-ding,  whose  business  it  was  to  preach  the  Gospel 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Ta-men  of  the  Froyincial  Treasurer ; 
and  he  was  following  thus  his  lawful  occupation  on  such  and  such  a 
day,  when  he  was  set  upon  by  two  runners  from  the  Ya-men,  re- 
proached on  account  of  his  religious  principles,  and  severely  beaten ; 
wherefore  he  (the  goi-digant  missionary)  humbly  and  politely,  but 
firmly  requested  the  Magistrate  to  have  the  offenders  brought  to 
punishment  ....  The  letter  was  delivered  in  the  name  of  the  Mis* 
nonary  at  the  office  of  the  Magistrate,  on  the  18th  day  of  the  5th 
month.  Zeh-ding  waited  tiU  the  20th  for  some  reply ;  but  finding  then 
that  the  MagiBtz«te  made  no  sign,  he  produced  what  passed  muster  as 
the  card  of  a  Missionary,  and  sent  it  to  the  Ya-men,  with  an  expressed 
hope  that  H.  E.  would  not  delay  to  do  justice  to  the  cause  of  the 
righteous  and  oppressed  Mr.  Zeh-ding.  He  waited  another  day,  and 
0t^  found  that  nothing  was  being  done.  He  must  try  some  new 
expedient. 

*'  Still  keeping  up  the  name  and  style  of  a  foreign  missionary,  he 
now  addressed  himself  to  the  Criminal  Judge,  saying  that  a  good 
young  man  of  his  cong^gation,  named  Zeh-ding,  had  been  preaching 
in  a  chapel  not  far  from  the  Treasurer's  Ya-men,  when  he  was  set 
upon  and  severely  beaten  by  the  runners  from  that  Ya-men ;  that  he 
(the  make-believe  missionary)  had  represented  the  affair  to  the  City 
Magistrate,  but  that  nothing  had  yet  been  done  towards  the  punish- 
ment of  the  wrong-doers ;  so  that  he  was  forced  to  call  the  Judge's 
attention  to  the  case,  and  to  ask  that  prompt  and  stem  justice  be 
done.  The  Judge  immediately  communicated  with  the  Magistrate, 
ordering  him  to  inquire  into  and  settle  the  matter.  The  Magistrate 
was  in  great  tribulation,  as  the  Provincial  Treasurer,  whose  runners 
irece  accused,  was  his  official  superior.  Still,  the  orders  of  the  Judge 
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were  peremptory,  and  the  Magistrate  taking  the  bull  by  the  honu^ 
waited  on  the  Treasurer,  and  stated  the  crime  of  which  his  runners 
were  accused.  The  Treasurer  at  once  ordered  Chin  and  Chang  into 
the  presence  of  the  Magistrate  there  and  then  for  examination,  lliey, 
of  eotii'se^  denied  the  g^reatcr  part  of  what  had  been  laid  to  their 
charge.  They  admitted  there  was  a  difficulty,  but  instead  o7  telling- 
the  simple  irv^  which,  one  would  think,  would  have  been  their  best 
defence,  they  manufactured  a  mass  of  gratuitous  lies,  from  which 
they  evolved  the  following  explanation: — 2^h-ding  had  a  piece  of 
land  which  he  wanted  to  sell  to  some  foreigners,  and  asked  them 
(Chin  and  Chang)  to  act  as  middlemen  in  the  transaction ;  and  on 
their  refusing,  he  had  become  angry,  and  insulted  them  with  oppro- 
brious names,  and  it  was  thus,  and  thus  alone,  that  thejdiffioulty  had 
arisen. 

'*  Still,  the  order  of  the  Judge  to  examine  into  and  report  on.  this 
case,  had  to  be  attended  to,  and  Chin  and  Chang,  who  appear  to  have 
believed  that  Zeh-ding  had  actually  succeeded  in  inducing  a  foreign 
missionary  to  take  his  part,  began  to  fear  that,  unless  they  could 
conciliate  the  missionary,  their  beating  of  one  who  turned  out  to  be  a 
protege  of  his,  might  bring  them  into  serious  trouble.  Accordingly, 
after  a  time,  a  friend  of  theirs,  named  Yi,  went  to  the  chapel  be- 
longing to  the  foreign  missionary  to  ask  why  he  was  so  anxious  to 
get  his  friends  punished,  as  they  had  not  beaten  any  one. 

'^Yi  saw  the  native  assistant,  Wong  Lae-djun,  who  was  at  first 
quite  at  a  loss  to  know  what  he  meant,  but  at  length  hd  managed  to 
extract  from  Yi  what  he  knew  of  the  case. 

"  As  it  was  evident  that  some  trick  had  been  practised,  the  various 
foreign  nussionaries  in  Hang-chau  were  severally  visited  by  the 
assistant,  and  asked  to  send  a  joint  note  to  the  Magistrate,  to  the 
effect  that  the  gentleman  whose  name  was  used  in  the  letters  oonld 
not  possibly  have  written  them,  as  he  had  not  been  in  Hang-ohau 
for  many  months. 

**  How  Zeh-ding  happened  to  adopt  this  plan,  is  explained  by  the 
fact  that  the  Missionaries  of  Hang-chau  find,  on  comparing  notes, 
that  Zeh-ding  had  been  for  some  time  an  occasional  attendant  in  one 
or  other  of  their  chapels,  and  appears  to  have  gone  nearly  the  com- 
plete round  of  them,  anxious  to  be  admitted  as  a  member,  but  in- 
vaiiably  refused." 

We  have  since  learned  Uiat  the  man  has  been  arrested 
on  this  and  other  charges,  and  he  is,  we  belieye,  now  ia 
prison* 
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CiBEINA  INLAND  MISSION. 


^TABLISHED  for  the  evangelization  of  districts  a^ay  from  the 
ports,  and  etentu&Ily,  if  possible,  of  fdl  the  wholly  unoccupied 
proyinces. 

PRESEirr.  staff  of  the  Mission :  Eighty-four  labourers—twelve  mar- 
ried -missionaries  and  their  wives,  and  ten  single  missionaries ; 
together  with  forty-five  male  native  assistants,  and  five  native 
BiBle  women  and  female  school-teachers. 

STATIONS  and  Out-Stati6ns,  over  thirty  in  which  there  are  resident 
labourers.  Many  other  places  are  reached  by  itinerant  efforts,  in 
some  of  which  f^ere  are  converts. 

LONDOK  ADDRESS:  6  Pyrland  Road,  Newington  Green,  Lon- 
don, N.,  where  can  be  obtained  the  Publications  of  the  Mission ; 
and  Photographs  of  the  Missionaries, — ^Prioe  6d.  each. 

BANEERS — London  and  County  Bank,  Lombard  Street.  All 
CHEQUES  should  be  crossed  London  and  County  Bank, 

POST-OFEICE  ORDERS  should  be  mad!e  payable  to  Riceabd 
TTAMtTB  HnJi^  at  the  Newington  Green  Road  Post  Office. 

IN  .consequence  of  the  considerable  reduction  lately  made  in  the 
charge  for  Post  Ovfxcb  Obdbbs,  and  to  ensure  greater  safety ,  it  is 
respectfully  suggested' that,  where  practicable,  even  small  sums 
may  be  remittra  in  this  way. 

FRIENDS  intending  the  whole  or  part  of  their  donations  for  the 
personal  use  of  any  member  of  the  Mission  will  be  kind  enough, 
when  writing,  very  clearly  to  express  their  wishes. 

The  OCCASIONAL  PAPERS  are  sent  post  free  to  donors  and 
friends  of  the  Mission.  Those  desiring  to  pay  for  them  can 
cover  the  cost  and  postage  for  one  year  by  enclosing  sixpence  in 
stamps  to  6  Pyrland  Road^  Newington  Green,  London,  N. 

MISSIONARY  BOXES,  free  on  application. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

"CHINA:    ITS  SPIRITUAL  NEED  AND  CLAIMS." 

With  Appendix  and  Illustrative  Maps.    Price  6d.,  cloth  Is.    By 
the  Rev.  J.  HxmsoN  Tatlob,  M.R.C.S.,  E.R.G.S. 

<<  CHINA  &  THE  CHINESE:  "an  Address  to  the  Young.  Price  ld« 
By  the  Rev.  J.  HxTSSOir  Tatlos. 

'<  SUMMARY  of  the  Operations  of  the  China  Inland  ]ICssion,"  with 
Map.    By  the  Rev.  J.  Httsson  TatxiOB. 

"  OCCASIONAL  PAPERS." 

Bet  of  thrae  Yds.,  doth  2s.,  paper  coven  Is.  Postage^  3d.  for  each 
Tcdiune. 
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6  Pyblahb  Bqaci,  Kswnraroir  QaxEir, 
London,  N.,  May  1874. 
DsAB  Ebienps, 

It  will  be  seen  from  Mr.  Taylor's  letter,  dated  from 

Fung-hwa,  that  he  has  been  incessantly  engaged  in  the 

important  work  of  visiting  the  natiye  churches  throughout 

a  large  portion  of  the  district,  occupied  up  to  the  present 

time  by  the  stations  of  the  Ohina  Inland  Mission.    Those 

who  have  corresponded  with   him  know  also  how  his 

strength  and  energies  haye  been  tazed  by  ministering,  in 

his  medioal  capacity,  to  the  bodies  as  well  as  the  souls  of 

the  missionaries,  amongst  whom  there  have  been  some 

serious  cases  of  illness,  and  we  would  earnestly  exhort  our 

readers  to  remember  him  without  ceasing  in  their  prayers 

toOod. 

Besides  most  encouraging  accounts  of  his  visits  to  several 
of  these  stations,  we  have  also  items  of  news  from  Kin- 
kiang,  Gan-king,  Nankin^  and  Ghin-kiang. 

Mr.  Crombie's  Fung-hwa  report,  which  proved  so  deeply 
interesting,  and  which  was  brought  down  to  the  end  of 
1869,  in  our  last,  is  concluded  in  this  Oeeatianal  Paper. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meadows,  with  Mr.  Douthwaite,  left 
England  on  February  26th,  after  being  commended  to 
Ood  and  to  the  word  of  His  grace. 

Miss  Desgras  and  Miss  Potter  arrived  in  this  country  in 
the  month  of  March,  the  former  to  help  for  a  time,  as 
required,  in  Mr.  Taylor's  household ;  the  latter,  we  regret 


to  say,  from  ill  healtlL,  her  oonstitutioii  appearing  to  be 
unfit  for  the  climate  of  China. 

Miss  Blatohley  is  still  patiently  suffering  the  Liord's 
will,  but  has  not  experienced  a  material  diminution  of 
strength  since  our  last  letter. 

We  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Groombridge,  in- 
timating that  having  suffered  severely  in  health  ever  since 
his  landing  in  Ghinay  he  has  felt  it.  right  to  leave  the 
Mission  work,  and  has  accepted  a  salaried  situation  in  an 
office  at  Shanghai. 

Mr.  Williamson  has  been  actively  engaged  in  holding 
frequent  meetings  in  Scotland,  in  vhich  he  has  advocated 
the  cause  of  the  Lord's  work  in  China ;  and  we  take  this 
opportunity  of  earnestly  impressing  upon  the  friends  of  the 
Mission  the  duty  of  exhorting  one  another  to  love  and  to 
good  works  by  every  means  in  their  power,  so  that  whilst 
our  friends  in  China  are  bearing  the  burden  and  heat  of 
the  day,  there  may  be  no  occasion  for  them  to  feel  that 
there  is  any  want  of  care  or  sympathy  on  the  part  of  those 
at  home. 

The  list  of  receipts  for  the  last  three  months  will  be 
found  on  the  closing  page  of  this  paper. 

Yours  faithfully  in  Christ 

R.  S.  Sill,       )  it      a 

BXXSLY  SOLTATT,  j  '"'*'  ^**- 
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«  My  sool,  wait  tboa  only  upon  Gh>d ;  for  my  expectation  i9  from 
Him.  He  only  ib  my  rock  and  my  salvation:  He  ia  my  defence ;  I 
ahallnot  be  moved.  In  God  is  my  salvation  and  my  glory :  the  rdok 
of  my  atrengtht  and  my  refoge,  IB  in  Gk>d.  Tmat  In  Him  at  all  times ; 
ye  people,  poor  out  your  heart  before  Him :  God  is  a  refuge  for  us." 
— Pbauc  Ixii.  6,  8. 

David's  path  was  a  chequered  one;  he  was  a -man  of 
like  passions  with  ourselves,  and  the  record  of  his  trials, 
difELculties,  temptations  and  sorrows,  is  full  of  instruction 
for  us.  In  the  precious  psalm  from  which  we  have  quoted, 
written  probably  in  the  time  of  his  bitter  trial  when  fleeing 
from  Absalom,  he  points  us  to  the  secret  of  his  strength. 
What  a  dark  day  was  that!  How  keen  must  have  been 
the  suffering  when  the  usurper  of  his  throne  was  his  own 
fondly-loved  son,  and  when  conscience  reminded  him  that 
this  was  the  fruit  of  his  own  past  sin!  How  sad  and 
gloomy  must  the  future  have  appeared !  What  would  be 
the  end  of  it  all  ?  Oh,  it  would  seem  as  if  he  might  have 
died  in  despair,  broken-hearted.  But  no  ;  for  instead  of 
brooding  over  all  the  t^ng  circumstances  of  his  position, 
as  the  heart  is  so  prone  to  do,  he  turned  away  from  all 
around  to  Qod.  He  seems  to  have  felt  the  temptation  to 
distraction,  and  the  danger  of  leaning  on  any  human  help, 
and  so  he  speaks  to  himself, 4>erhaps  in  an  audible  voice,,  the 
better  to  restrain  his  wandering  thoughts,  **  My  soul,  wait 
thou  only  upon  Gk>d ;  for  my  expectation  is  from  Him.'' 
All  around  him  is  dark,  very  dark,  but  looking  up  to  GK)d, 
his  faith  begins  to  pierce  the  earth*bom  clouds,  and  to 
catch  a  glimpse  of  the  brightness  beyond.  And  he  con- 
tinues,  "  He  only  is  my  rock  and  my  salvation ;  He  is  my 
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defenoe/'  What  changes  a  few  hoxm  have  made!  His 
throne  is  gone,  and  he  himself  is  a  fag^tire,  and  jet  his 
Bock  is  nnmoyedy  unshaken ;  and  as  he  thinks  of  omni* 
potenee  on  his  side,  of  Qod  able  and  willing  to  defend  him, 
and  to  save  him  from  all  eril,  his  fears  vanish,  his  sonl  is 
raised  above  circumstances,  and  he  can  exdaim,  "  I  shall 
not  be  moved."  And  from  confidence  he  goes  on  to 
rejoicing ;  yes,  though  he  has  nothing  ehe  to  rejoice  in,  he 
can,  and  will,  rejoice  in  Ood.  ''  In  God  is  my  salvation 
and  my  glory :  the  rock  of  my  strength,  and  my  refuge,  is 
in  Gk>d.''  And  then — ^his  heart  is  fuU,  he  cannot  restrain 
himself — he  must  call  upon  others  to  ^'  taste  and  see  that 
the  Lord  is  good,''  and  so  addressing  his  people  he  says, 
"  Trust  in  Him  at  all  times ;  ye  people,  pour  out  your  heart 
before  Him  ;  God  is  a  refuge  for  us/'  He  is  my  refuge 
now  in  my  great  trial.  He  will  be  your  refuge  too ;  trust  in 
Him,  trust  in  Him  at  all  times ;  ye  people,  pour  out  your 
hearts  before  him ;  have  no  reserves,  keep  nothing  back, 
pour  out  your  hearts  before  Him ;  He  is  a  refuge  for  us. 

And  now  let  us  for  a  moment  or  two  dwell  upon  his 
words ^  ''Trust  in  Him  at  all  times."  We,  too,  tread 
chequered  paths;  di£iculties,  perplexities,  temptations, 
trials  befall  us.  How  shall  we  meet  them  ?  In  our  own 
strength  ?  No ;  but  trusting  in  the  living  GK>d,  trusting 
Him  at  all  times,  all  along,  for  all  things.  Would  we 
surmount  difficulties,  have  wisdom  in  perplexities,  be 
sustained  in  trials?  Then  we  must  live  lives  of  trust. 
Would  we  gain  the  victory  over  our  hearts,  would  we  have 
power  for  service,  would  we  bring  blessings  to  others,  would 
we  see  God's  work  prospering  in  our  hands  ?  Then  we  must 
live  lives  of  trust.  Do  we  desire  that  our  joy  should  be  full, 
that  we  should  be  kept  in  perfect  peace,  that  the  Lord  Jesus 
should  be  glorified  in  us  P  Then  we  must  live  lives  of  trust. 
But  perhaps  the  feeling  arisesi  Would  that  I  eoMlxYQ  a  life 
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of  trost,  but  I  haye  so  little  fedth !  Then  let  us  do  as  David 
did — look  to  God,  meditate  about  Him,  until  we  can  count 
upon  His  promises.  Let  us  not  be  cast  down,  or  worried, 
or  sad,  for  no'  state  of  soul,  no  outward  circumstances, 
need  preclude  our  looking  to  Him.  And  if  only  we  yield 
ourselves  wholly  to  Him,  putting  no  confidence  in  human 
resources,  He  will  not  fail  us.  Job  could  say,  '*  Though 
He  slay  me,  yet  will  I  trust  in  Him."  And  may  not  one 
great  reason  why  at  times  GK>d  seems  to  hide  His  face  from 
our  cry  be,  that  He  would  work  the  same  perfect  trust  in 
us?  Without  Him  we  can  do  nothing;  if  we  lean  on 
others  we  shall  find  them  broken  reeds ;  but  if  we  lean  on 
Him,  if  we  say,  '*My  soul  wait  thou  only  upon  God,  for  my 
expectation  is  from  Him,"  then,  then,  we  cannot  really  be 

disappointed. 

Fniro-KWA,  Deamb^  30M,  1878. 

My  Dbab  F&isin>s, 

I  hope  that  the  above  paper  on  ''  Trust,"  written  by 
a  member  of  the  Mission,  will  be  found  helpful.  To  my 
dear  wife  and  myself,  the  past  quarter  has  been  one  of 
deep  trial,  on  account  of  the  serious  and  increasing  illness 
of  our  dear  sister,  Miss  Blatchley.  We  have  had  illness 
here^  too.  Mrs.  Stevenson  and  Mrs.  Jackson  have  been 
alarmingly  ill,  and  are  still  far  from  well,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  Fishe  (who  have  now  removed  to  Shanghai,  as  we 
find  we  need  an  agent  there)  have  been  again  called  to 
sorrow.  Their  dear  little  child,  a  fine  boy,  of  a  year  old, 
has  been  removed  by  small-pox.  Our  readers  will,  I  trust, 
remember  the  bereaved  parents  in  their  prayers^  It  is 
little  more  than  a  year  since  they  lost  their  first  child  in 
T'ai-chau. 

Most  of  the  quarter  has  been  spent  by  me  in  visiting 
our  stations.     Sickness,  Mission  business,  and  the  arrival 

■ 

of  friends  from  England,  have  entculed  almost  constant 
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trayeUing.  I  took  my  dear  wife  from  Shao-hing  to 
T'ai-chaut  axriTi&g  there  on  October  ISih,  and  left  her 
there  for  two  montha.  On  the  6th  Noyember  I  met  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Judd  and  Miss  Bowjer,  with  Messrs.  Heniy 
Taylor  and  Frederick  Bailer,  in  Shanghai,  After  accom- 
panying them  to  Nankin,  and  seeing  them  settled,  I  went 
again  to  Shao-hing  to  see  Mrs.  Steyenson,  and  while  there 
heard  of  the  joy  Mr.  Steyenson  was  haying  in  two  of 
his  out-stations.  I  giye  his  letter,  dated  from  Shing-hiaiiy 
December  4th,  1873 : — 

'*  I  hasten  to  oommmiioate  to  you  same  particulars  of  my  visit  to 
tliis  plaoe  and  Sin-«h*ang.  It  has  been  the  happiest  of  my  misaioiiaiy 
journeys,  and  a  great  contrast  to  the  last  Then  a  i»tter  opposiiicn 
was  raging  here,  and  it  was  quite  a  question  as  to  whether  we  ni%lit 
not  be  driven  from  the  city.  Now  there  is  an  unexampled  readiness 
to  hear,  and  not  a  few,  we  may  hope,  really  believe  the  QoepeL 

**  I  left  home  in  company  with  a  native  brother,  Tsiang  Siao-von^, 
on  the  18th  November.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  19th,  we  paid  a 
passing  visit  to  our  newly-opened  station  at  Tsteg-k6>bn.  It  is  a 
flourishing  town  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Dsao-ngo  Biver,  and  is  an 
important  mart  for  the  snrrounding  agzicoltural  population.  In 
September  our  new  helper,  S-Jiin-kao,  rented  a  house  there,  which 
was  opened  in  October  for  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel.  Ten  Sin- 
sang  has  been  temporarily  carrying  on  the  work.  He  was  very 
pleased  to  see  ua,  for  he  has  been  much  tried  by  the  opposition  he  has 
met  with,  and  was  quite  cast  down.  All  manner  of  false  reports  had 
been  circulated,  and  persons  came  rather  to  controvert  than  to  hear 
the  truth.  We  endeavoured  to  cheer  him,  reminding  him  that  in 
breaking  up  new  groond  there  is  everywhere  the  same  difBcnlty,  and 
promising  to  stop  with  him  a  day  or  two  on  our  return  journey,  and  to 
help  him  in  preaching  the  GospeL  We  soon  had  to  continue  our 
journey,  as  the  boat  did  not  stop  long.  On  our  way  up  the  river 
there  were  a  number  of  Shing-hien  people  in  the  boat.  Some  of 
them  had  ah«ady  heard  the  Gospel  at  the  Shing-hi«i  chapel,  and 
remembered  a  good  deal  of  what  they  had  heard.  I  was  much  grati- 
fied to  hear  one  of  them  speak  of  the  exposition  of  Matt.  viL,  which  he 
had  heard.  The  Buddhist  priests  were,  indeed,  he  said,  false  prophets 
— wolves  in  sheep's  clothing — and  he  seemed  much  impressed  by  the 
truth  that  a  good  tree  will  not  bring  forth  bad  fruit,  nor  the  reverse. 


Another  xnaa  had  been  several  timea  to  the  ohapel,  and  was  aUe  to 
giYe  me  a  list  of  the  uanal  attendants.  This  in  itself  was  very  inte- 
resting to  us,  as  it  showed  nnmistakably  that  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth  was  really  spreading  amongst  the  people. 

*'  Kezt  day,  the  20th,  we  reached  Bhing-hien.  We  were  warmly 
reoelTed  by  "Mi.  Kying,  and  the  tidings  of  our  arriyal  spreading,  we 
were  soon  surrounded  by  some  of  the  conyerts  and  inquirers.  I  was 
rejoiced  by  the  heartiness  and  lore  they  manifested.  The  day  fol- 
lowing, 11^.  Kying  invited  us  to  dinner,  and  to  conduct  a  meeting  at 
his  house  in  the  afternoon.  At  its .  close  I  examined  Mrs.  and  Miss 
Nying,  together  with  an  older  female  relative,  who  were  candidates  for 
baptiffln.  Their  profession  of  faith  in  Christ,  and  acquaintance  with 
Scripture,  were  most  gratifying,  and  my  heart  was  made  very  glad 
by  the  evidence  of  the  Spirit's  work  in  them. 

"On  the  Lord's  day  we  had  two  public  services,  and  a  church 
meeting  between  them.  In  the  morning  between  fifty  and  sixty 
persons  were  present.  One  of  the  number,^an  inquirer,  had  come 
thirty-five  li;  another  person,  a  candidate  for  baptism,  had  come 
thirty  11  to  the  services.  I  expounded  the,  former  part  of  Col.  iii., 
after  which  Siao-vong  spoke  very  well  from  Bom.  z.  2.  He  showed 
that  mere  zeal  was  not  sufficient^  admitted  that  many  Buddhists  were 
zealous,  but  their  zeal  was  not  according  to  knowledge.  He  then 
presented  God's  plan  of  salvation.  The  congregation  listened  with 
great  attention. 

*' At  the  church  meeting  in  the  afternoon  we  examined  seven  can- 
didates for  baptism,  six  of  whom  were  accepted.  Two  of  them  were 
father  and  son.  The  son  had  been  notorious  for  his  violence  and 
wickedness,  and  was  a  terror  to  the  neighbourhood  in  which  he 
lived ;  now  there  is,  thank  Gk)d,  a  radical  change  in  him — the  lion  is 
subdued  into  the  lamb.  He  is  the  wonder  of  many ;  they  cannot 
make  out  how  he  has  been  able  to  change  his  life  so  entirely.  He  is 
now  most  earnest  and  devoted,  and,  together  with  his  aged  father, 
testifies  to  the  grace  of  Gk>d,  and  declares  that  the  change  has  been 
effected  not  by  himself,  but  by  Ood's  Spirit.  Truly  if  those  in  Eng- 
land who  doubt  the  reality  of  the  conversion  of  the  Chinese  could  but 
see  this  man,  and  hear  the  testimony  of  the  heathen  to  the  remarkaUe 
change  that  has  taken  place  in  his  life,  their  doubts  would  soon  be 
dissipated.  This  brother's  name  is  Xiao-kwun.  His  father  and 
another  man,  a  relation  named  Lao-kw*e,  are  fruits  of  Mr.  Nying's 
labours. 

Another  candidate,  named  Bao-hying,  was  also  a  noted  character, 
his  house  was  the  haunt  of  gamblers ;  he  was  their  acknowledged 
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leader,  and  thia  was  a  yery  laorative  busineai.  Fonnarlj  his.  lUKmo 
was  identified  with  fraud,  cursing,  and  violence  in  his  ownneighbonxr- 
hood,  for  he  lires  in  A  town  called  Sin-'ngeen,  thirty  11  from  Shing-hien. 
Now,  not  only  has  he  given  up  his  former  associations,  but  is  over- 
flowing with  gratitude  to  God,  and  desires  that  his  neighboura  sbanld 
share  in  the  blessing  he  has  received.  He  wishes  to  consecrate  some  of 
did  xtxims  formerly  used  for  gambling  purposes  to  the  preaching  of  the 
Qospd.  His  name,  literally  translated,  means,  f<  Truth  flourishing'  or 
triumphant,*'  and  for  the  first  time  it  now  becomes  a  coxxect>ippeILa- 
tlon  for  him.  Let  us  hope  and  pray  that  the  truth  may  not  only  be 
triumphant  in  his  own  case,  but  also  throughout  his  whole 
native  district.  He  begs  us  to  send  a  preacher,  and  he  says  he  will 
gladly  give  a  house  free  of  rent.  We  hope,  by  God's  help,  fo  enter 
this  open  door,  and  to  send  a  helper  to  preach  this  blessed  Gospel 
there  also.* 

**  After  the  church  meeting  the  ordinary  public  service  was  held,  at 
which  the  attention  was  sustained,  though  the  number  present  was 
smaller  than  in  the  morning. 

'**  On  Monday  I  walked  over  to'  Sin-ch'ang,  a  distance  of.  forty  Ii, 
and  arranged  for  a  church  meeting  on  the  following  day.  At  this 
meeting  six  candidates  were  examined,  of  whom  four  were  accepted. 
The  case  of  one  of  them,  a  woman,  is  somewhat  interesting.  Her 
eldest  son,  Foh-seng,  has  been  a  follower  of  the  Lord  for  more  than  a 
yeta.  His  trade  Is  that  of  a  travelling  crockery-mender  -,  he  is  one  of 
the  most  devoted  and  zealous  Christians  that  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
meet' with,  either  in  Britain  or  China.  Every  morning  before  going 
f  ortii  on  his  rounds,  he  seeks,  in  earnest  prayer,  Gk>d'8  help  that  he 
may  be  enabled  to  speak  for  Christ,  and  His  guidance  as  to  where 
he  should  go  to  preach.  This  he  reckons  his  primary  duty,  to  which 
he  considers  his  business  quite  subordinate.  He  gains  access  into 
many  places  where  an  ordinary  preacher  could  never  go.  He  is 
naturally  a  fluent  and  able  speaker,  and  soon  after  his  conversion 
began  to  employ  this  talent  for  God.  But  at  first,  from  inexperience, 
hs  was  often  overcome  in  argument,  when  his  deep  concern  for  the 
souls  of  his  opponents  would  manifest  itself  in  many  tears.  Now,  he 
states  that,  in  answer  to  much  prayer,  he  is  so  lielped  that  none  can 
overcome  him  in  fair  argfument. 

♦  Mr.  Stevenson  writes  in  a  later  letter : — **  I  spent  a  happy  time 
with  Dao«hying  at  Sin-ngeen,  and  many  of  the  neighbours  came  to 
hear  the  Word  preached.  I  ordered  seats  to  be  made  for  the  j>reach- 
ing-room  he  has  given  us  the  use  of." 
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''Soma  flbc  nionCha  ago  lie  was  taken  very  Ol  wifih  typlmi  teveit 
ZDi  ttudoiu  mother  oame  to  the  ohapel  to  tell  the  aasutaat  that  she 
lead  no  hope  of  hisreooverj,  and  to  aakhim  to  come  andpraj  for  him* 
He  went  daily  to  the  hoose,  and  prayed  with  him,  the  mother  joined 
in  these  prayers,  and  irowed  that  if  Qod  would  answer  her  prayeri  and 
restore  her  son,  she  would  give  herself  up  to  His  serrioe.  In  due 
time  ihey  were  answered,  and  he  recovered,  and  the  mother,  true  to 
her  row,  heg^an  regularly  to  attend  the  meetings.  She  reoeired  the 
truth  with  simplicity,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  helieye  that  sb# 
herself  is  truly  converted,  and  besides  have  hopes  also  of  several  other 
members  of  the  family. 

Thursday,  November  27th,  ^as  the  day  appointed  for  the  baptisma. 
The  Shing-hien  converts  came  over  in  the  morning,  and  joined  those 
of  Sln-ch'ang.  A  preliminary  service  was  held  in  the  chapel^  after 
which  we  all  repaired  to  the  place  selected  for  the  baptisms.  We 
were  much  favoured  in  the  weather ;  the  sun  was  bright  and  the  day 
mUd.  Before  us  was  an  amphitheatre  of  beautiful  h£Ds,  and  behind 
a  kmg  grove  of  graceful  bamboos ;  at  our  feet  flowed  the  dear  waters 
of  the  mountain  stream,  whose  gentle  mnnnura  seemed  to  be  praising 
Him,  who  is  the  Qod  of  nature,  as  well  as  the  Qod  of  grace*  The 
bright  blue  canopy  of  heaven  was  over  our  heads,  and  altogether  the 
scene  was  one  which  wall  not  easily  be  efiEaced  from  our  memory.  The 
ten  candidates  were  arranged  in  the  order  of  their  ages,  the  eldest 
being  over  flftjf,  the  youngest,  the  son  of  ICr.  Kying,  only  tijcteen ; 
while  around  us  were  assembled  a  number  of  on-looken  who  coUeoted 
to  witness  so  unusual  a  ceremony.  Even  they  appeared  to  be  not  a 
little  subdued,  and  seemed  to  realize  in  some  measure  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion.  The  candidates  had  already  in  the  preliminary 
mestfaig  pvblfoly'professed  their  faitti  in  Ohrist,  and  determination, 
l^  His  help,to  renonnae  the  dervil  and  all  his  woriu.  After  prayerfor 
Qod's  blessing,  they  were,  therefore,  at  once  baptized,  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  After  the  baptism, 
the  whole  party  retumecl  to  the  chapel,  where  we  had  a  social  meal 
together.  In  the  af twnoon  we  held  a  meeting  for  prayer,  praise,  and 
coimnemecaiHng  the  Lord's  death.  Twenty  native  Chzistuns  partook 
of  the  Oommunion,  all  of  whom  but  a  few  years  a^  were  in  .the 
darkness  of  heathenism,  and  have  been  brought  by  God's  grace  out  of 
darkness  into  His  marvellous  light,  all  of  whom,  too,  it  has  been  my 
pnrflege  to  baptize.  Oan  yon  wonder  that  my  heart  overflowed  with 
joy' and  gratitude  at  being  permitted  to  see  so  striking  a  proof  of  the 
power  of  the  Gtospel  to  regenerate  this  people  P 

**  1  could  not,  within  any  reasonable  limits,  describe  all  that  took 
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plaoe  In  this  meetbg,  Vnt  Mr.  KTing't  addre«  onoiir  ownindMdnil 
YesponaibiUty  to  spread  the  Qospel  was  bo  ezoeDent  and  weiffixtj'^  that 
I  cannot  omit  to  mention  it.  He  pointed  out  hawt  ^7  tihe  hc^  of 
foreign  bretliren,  the  Gospel  had  been  bronght  among  them,  but  <iia| 
now  it  was  the  duty  of  those  who  had  reoeiyed  it,  to  oontxibiiie 
weekly,  as  far  as  their  means  would  allow,  to  idd  in  the  BiKread  of  tiie 
Gospel.  '  We  cannot  now  do  much,'  said  he,  *  bnt  ereryihiiig^  nnut 
have  a  beginning.  You  must  hare  the  little  seed,  and  sofw  it  before 
the  plenteous  harveJBt.  Let  us  do  what  we  can,  we  must  still  beg  our 
foreign  brethren  to  help  us,  both  with  means  and  supervisioii,  in  the 
wtflHT^tinn*^  but  steadily  aim  at  relieving  them  from  this  burden,  at  no 
distant  period,  that  they  may  be  able  to  carry  the  Gaq>el  farther  to 
parts  as  yet  unevangeHzed.'  The  oonverts  accepted  the  ezhortaliDiif 
and  haye  already  commenced  systematic  giTing.  Did  space  permit  I 
would  gladly  glre  you  further  details,  but  I  must  now  oanolnde. " 

From  Shao-hing  I  went  up  to  Hang-chau  for  the  Sun- 
day, and  then  prooeeded  to  visit  Shing-hien  myeelf.     Mr. 
Stevenson  was  there,  and  was  full  of  joy,  and  it  was  not 
long  ere  some  of  the  oonverts  dropped  in,  for  I  had  passed 
some  of  their  homes  in  entering  the  city.    Though  I  had 
never  seen  them  before,  they  welcomed  me  as  if  I  had 
been  an  old  friend.   Mr.  Nying  invited  me  to  hold  a  meet- 
ing in  his  own  house  in  the  afternoon,  and  most  of  the 
members  and  inquirers  joined  us  at  our  evening  meal  in 
the  diapel,  after  which  a  vexy  interesting  meeting  was 
held.  I  told  them  of  my  first  visit  to  T'ien-t'ai,  Sin-ch'ang, 
and  Shing-hien,  on  my  way  back  fromT'ai-chau,  a  few  years 
ago ;  then  there  were  no  chapels,  nor  Ohristians  in  these 
places,  now  all  of  them  are  Mission  Stations — that  when  I 
ascended  the  hill  on  which  the  temple  of  the  guardian 
deity  of  their  own  city  is  situated,  and  saw  the  whole  dty 
at  my  feet,  my  spirit  was  stirred  within  me,  and,  after 
preadiing  to  the  people  till  I  could  do  so  no  longer,  I 
went  higher  up  on  the  hill,  and  all  alone,  spread  the  need 
of  the  people  before  the  Lord,  and  entreated  Him  to  have 
mercy  on  them,  and  to  open  the  door  for  the  Qospel  amoD^ 
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them — ^that  it  seemed  as  if  Hiese  prayers  were  unanswered 
when  Mr.  Steyenson's  first  attempt  to  open  up  the  place 
fiuled ;  but  that  now  I  had  the  pleasure  not  only  of  seeing 
their  chapel,  but  also  of  meeting  them,  a  little  blood- 
washed  company,  whose  names  were  written  in  heaven. 
They  seemed  much  interested  to  hear  this.  I  could  have 
wept  with  joy  to  hear  the  record  of  what  grace  had  done 
for  one  and  another ;  and  most  of  them  could  tell  of  some 
relation  or  Mend  of  whose  conversion  they  had  good  hope. 

The  meeting  at  Sin-ch'ang  the  next  day  was  even  more 
interesting.  I  asked  the  converts  what  they  could  tell  me, 
from  personal  experience,  of  the  Lord's  goodness  and  of 
His  faithfdlness  in  answer  to  prayer.  There  was  no  back- 
wardness. Two  or  thre0  began  to  speak  together-^all 
seemed  eager  to  speak  well  of  His  name.  The  old  woman 
Mr.  Stevenson  speaks  of  in  his  letter  told  how  her  son  was 
raised  from  the  brink  of  the  grave.  Her  son  followed,  and 
told  how  good  the  Lord  had  been  in  laying  him  low,  that 
his  prayers  for  his  mother's  conversion  might  be  answered, 
and  how  he  was  oftentimes  helped  in  speaking  of  God's 
grace  to  poor  sinners,  and  watered  himself  while  he  sought 
to  water  others.  Some  told  of  friends  who  had  opposed, 
but  who  now  listened ;  others  were  able  to  rejoice  in  hope 
that  relatives  had  already  received  the  Lord.  Mr.  Steven*^ 
son  pointed  out  one  woman  who  is  already  a  Bible-woman 
in  fact,  though  not  in  name.  I  have  never  seen  anything 
like  it  in  China.  I, was  veiy  sorry  when  our  proceedings 
were  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  the  chair  and  coolies, 
for  I  had  to  travel  aU  night  in  order  to  make  up  for  the 
time  spent  in  holding  this  meeting,  so  as  to  be  in  T4en-t'ai, 
one  of  Mr.  Orombie's  new  out-stations,  for  the  Lord's  day. 

At  this  latter  place  the  Assistant,  the  son  of  the  old 
farmer  and  evangelist,  Kyiio-yiao,  still  lives  in  temporary 
premises.    A  few  persons  came  in  to  the  services,  and  one 
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or  two  listened  with  some  atteution,  but  little  can  be  dcme 
in  the  way  of  regpilat  meetings  till  better  pxemioes  are 
secured.  More  is  being  effected  in  the  way  of  out-door 
conyersationsy  and  the  Assistant  is  learning  rapidly  the 
peculiar  patou  of  the  place. 

Beaching  T'ai^chau  I  met  some  of  those  who  had  been 
baptized  during  my  absence.  Their  reception  is  noticed 
in  the  following  letter  from  my  dear  wife  to  friends  at 
home : — 


**  I  have  lately  been  spending  a  oonple  of  montha  with  Hr.  .and  \ 
Kadland  at  T^i-ohao,  and  inll  gire  yon  a  little  aooonnt  of  my  Tiait. 
We  reached  there  after  a  jonmey  from  Shao-hing,  through  lovely 
scenery,  in  the  middle  of  October.  I  think  it  is  peihaps  the  pretftiflai 
city  I  have  seen  anywhere.     The  day  after  onr  aniral  my  dear 
husband  took  me  up  one  of  the  hills  along  which  the  fAtj  wall  T%snB^ 
and  we  looked  down  upon  the  scene.    The  prospect  was  all  that  one 
oonld  have  desired.    I  wish  I  could  picture  it  to  you.    Fine  hjlb, 
rising  range  behind  range,  all  around,  and  a  rirer,  fed  from  the 
mountain  streams,  higher  up,  winding  drouitously  below  the  eity, 
which  itself  looked  inviting,  with  its  white-washed  houses  and  grey- 
tiled  roofs,  enlivened  by  the  green  foliage  of  its  many  trees — ^peach, 
tallow,  camphor,  &c.    The  streets  are  regfular,  except  where  a  two- 
peaked  hill,  on  which  are  built  two  pagodas,  causes  some  of  them  to 
wind  round  its  base.    This  neighbourhood  is  rich  in  pagodas,  for 
there  are  no  less  than  three  others  round  about,  and,  no  doubt,  the 
poor  people  think  that  whatever  gfood  fortune  they  have  is  all  attri- 
butable to  them'.    Poor  people,  how  my  heart  yearned  over  them ! 
living  in  the  midst  of  so  much  beauty,  and  yet  so  mzserabk^  '  having 
no  hope,  without  God  in  the  world.'    It  looks  such  a  peaceful  spot^ 
and  yet,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  it  is  often  the  scene  of  bloody  exe- 
cutions.  Being  the  capital  of  the  department,  all  prisoners  convicted 
of  capital  crimes  are  brought  there,  and,  at  the  busiest  spot  in  the 
city,  just  where  the  two  principal  thoroughfares  cross,  these  poor 
wretches  are  publidy  beheaded,  and  their  bodies  left  till  sun-down,  to 
be  an  example  to  all  passers  .by.    Twice  during  the  short  time  I  was 
there  I  was  warned,  in  my  visiting,  not  to  take  that  road,  lest  I 
should  be  sickened  by  the  sights  that  might  meet  my  gaze. 

**  After  I  had  been  there  a  few  days  I  wanted  to  go  out  among  the 
people,  and,  in  their  own  homes,  to  tell  tiiem  of  Jesus,'  but  I  had  no 
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iuitiT6WOiiiaatogoidUime»MidIe<Hi]d]iotgoal<»0.  <sk>d,lKnr6Ter, 
MBit  me  a  woman  extMj  ^xuik  as  I  needed — ahe  was  middle-aged^  a 
good  walker,  and  well  disposed.  I  gare  her  about  two  penee  perdaj, 
and  she  oame  for  me  eaoh  afternoon  at  two,  and  we  stayed  out  till 
nearly  dark.  She  was  ready  to  go  anywhere  with  me^  took  me  to- 
▼isit  all  her  friends,  and  seemed  hfindf  thoroughly  interested  in  my 
message.  She  would  often  repeat  at  one  hoose  what  she  heard  me 
say  at  the  previous  one^  adding  to  it  some  eommendation  of  her  own. 
Ood  grant  that  she  may  be  tmly  saved,  and  may  be  one  of  others 
^ven  to  me  in  that  day  ab  the  froit  of  those  visits.  The  women  att 
received  me  so  kindly,  and  oame  flodking  to  the  ohapel  in  answer  to 
my  invitations.  My  heart  was  speoially  drawn  to  them,  for  they 
seemed  so  mnch  more  ready  than  some  for  the  Gospel.  They  would 
listen  quietly  and  attentively^  and  would  continually  put  sueh  ques- 
tions when  I  began  speaking  as,  *  How  can  t^  go  to  heayen  ?*  *  How 
Mil  we  be  saved  ?*  One  poor  woman,  who  I  found  had  come  some 
distance,  listened  to  all  I  said,  and  then  the  tears  oame  into  her  eyes, 
and  she  said,  'Ah,  that  is  Tory  nioe,  but  there  is  no  happiness  for 
me;  my  only  son  is  dead.'  I  tried  to  comfort  her,  and  told  her  again 
of  Jesus,  but  I  know  not  with  what  results. 

<*  I  went  to  all  parts  of  the  city,  and  on  to  the  wall  indifferent  places 
more  than  once  or  twioe.  One  day  eepeoially,  as  I  looked  down  on 
the  fair  scene,  my  heart  was  intensdy  moved.  I  longed  that  English 
Ohxistians  could  have  looked  with  me  at  the  prospect^  and  could  have 
felt  with  me  the  deep^  deep  need  of  the  perilling  souIb  beneath  those 
many  roofs,  and  I  determined  that  if  I  went  to  England  again,  I 
would  do  all  I  could  to  lay  T*ai-ohau  as  a  burden  on  the  hearts  of 
those  who  care  for  souls. 

**  The  northern  wall  of  the  city  winds  along  the  brow  of  hills,  and 
these  form  good  sites  for  temples,  of  which  there  are  many.  I  visited 
several ;  one  I  was  especially  interested  in,  as  some  rooms  conneoted 
with  it  were  the  first  abode  of  our  friends,  Messrs.  Meadows  and 
Jackson,  when  they  went  to  commence  work  for  God  inT'ai  -chau*  I 
saw  the  window  from  which  their  things  were  stolen,  and  the  old 
priest  who  received  them,  and  who,  because  their  things  were  taken, 
was  put  in  prison  trntil  they  obtained  his  release.  He  seems  now  on 
the  verge  of  the  grave.  He  believes  in  the  foreigners,  believes  in 
their  medicine,  but^  alas !  not  in  their  Gk)d. 

**  On  the  7th  of  Kovember  our  hearts  were  rejoiced  by  the  addition 
of  four  members  to  the  little  church — ^two  men  and  two  women.  Of 
the  men,  the  first  baptised  is  in  a  respectable  position,  employed  by 
the  Government  in  training  soldiers.    I  was  pleased  with  his  interest 
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in  ihe  Word  of  God,  and  we  %ope  be  nuiy  prove  s  TalnaUe  man.  Tbo 
aeooad  is  the  son  of  a  nioe  old  man,  alxeady  a  member,  wbose  wife  ist 
also  a  candidate  for  baptism.  Ko  women  bad  been  reoeLved  in 
T^-oban  before,  and  tbe  first  one  was  the  wife  of  the  first  T%i-chaii 
oanvert.  The  other  woman  is  Kra.  Badland's  servant,  and  comeei 
from  Tang-eban.  It  was  pleasing  to  see  tbe  anxiety  of  the  women 
to  be  baptized.  They  bad  been  kept  waiting  *  ^^'"^  time,  and  ^bey 
seemed  as  if  tbey  ooold  not  bear  the  thought  of  any  longer  delay. 
Their  faces  beamed  as  they  told  ol  ibeir  tmst  in  Jeens.  The  T'ai-chau 
woman  said  that  she  bad  never  worahipped  idols,  thongb  her  busband 
bad  spent  sevesal  thousand  cash  a  year  in  idolatry  before  be  waa> 
converted. 

"  Tbe  people  for  miles  ronnd  T^-chaOi  like  tbe  people  of  the  city, 
are  so  open  to  tbe  Gk)8peL    In  several  places  tbey.are  really  beggings 
for  a  preacher,  and  willing  themselves  to  find  ihe  ohi^l.    As  you. 
may  probably  have  heard,  an  idolatrous  temple  has  actually  been 
turned  into  a  chapel  at  Din-tsi,  near  Hwang-yen.    The  two  IDin-tsi 
oonverts  visited  T^ai-cban  while  I  was  there,  and  one  of  them  is  re- 
maining to  give  a  little  time  to  the  study  of  tbe  Scriptues ;  the  other 
would  gladly  do  so  too,  if  be  oould  leave  his  home,  but  this  he  cannot 
do  for  more  than  a  day  or  two  at  a  time.    One  day  a  gentleman  from 
the  country,  the  owner  of  bouses  in  T^ai-chaQ,  called.      He  had. 
often  done  so  before,  and  begged  that  some  one  would  visit  him,  so 
Hr.  Jackson  and  Mr.  G.  Fiahe  went  to  his  homue.  He  is  an  intelligent 
man,  much  interested  in  foreign  science — ^perhaps  more  interested  in 
that  than  in  the  Gkxspel  at  present — ^but  one  who  is  now  a  most  valu- 
able helper  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  received  the  Gospel  when  he  was  seek- 
ing for  science,  so  must  we  not  pray  that  this  gentleman  may  do  so- 
likewise  P    I  am  sure  I  need  hardly  adc  your  prayers  for  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Budland.    Two  foreigners  in  a  district  like  that  I    How  little 
tbey  can  do  of  aU  that  might  be  done,  of  all  that  should  be  done,  to 
bring  God's  good  news  of  eternal  life  to  bear  on  these  poor  iddaters. 
I  believe  a  great  work  wUl  yet  be  done  in  and  aroimd  T*ai-chau.*' 

Matters  connected  with  the  new  chapel  now  being  built 
in  Fung-hwa  requiring  my  preaence,  we  have  spent  be- 
tween two  and  three  weeks  here*  We  hope  soon  to  be 
able  to  yisit  Wun-chau,  when  we  shall  haye  completed  the 
circuit  of  our  stations,  and  have  visited  most  of  the  out- 
stations  too.  We  will  now  shortly  refer  to  the  work  in 
the  north* 


168 

•    KIU-KIANO.^-Aboat  the  exii  of  Angiut  2Cr.  Oatdwdl^a 

oolportenr,  Loh  Oan-ftih,  was  selling  Seriptures  and  tracts 

at  Ta-ka-t'ang,  on  the  Fo-jang  Lalce.    He  disposed  of  all 

his  stock,  and  had  a  house  offered  to  him  for  reside^ce. 

)fr,  Oaidwell  felt  that  the  opening  shotdd  not  be  lost,  and 

sent  himto  rent  it.   Ai  the  end  of  Septe^iber  Mr.  OardweD 

set  out  on  a  long  mission  tour  to  the  interior  of  the  proTinoe. 

He  expected  to  be  absent  about  two  months.     Mrs.  Oard- 

well  writes  on  October  80th : — 

*'  Loh  Gan-fnh  gets  on  weU  at  Ta-ku-t^g.  Mr.  Cardwell  told  jou 
that  he  had  rented  a  honae,  and  opened  a  ohapel  there,  where  he 
preaohea  every  day  to  good  wunberB.  He  reports  that  one  or  two  are 
interested  in  the  trutL" 

The  boys  in  the  school  were  doing  well.  One  of  the 
soldiers  who,  it  was  hoped,  was  converted,  has  died,  Mr, 
Qroombridge  was  much  improved  in  health. 

GAN-E'INO.— Mr.  Donovan  writes : — 

"  Since  I  have  been  here  I  have  apent  my  mornings  in  study  with 
my  teacher,  and  the  afternoons  with  Ah-Uang  in  the  tea  shops,  or 
speaking  in  the  open  air.  Most  of  our  work  has  been  ontside  the  city. 
...  I  hope  that  my  teacher  has  taken  a  stand  for  Christ.  His  own 
former  teacher  met  him  the  other  day,  and  abused  him  for  leaving 
Confuoianism,  and  told  him  that  he  would  have  no  more  to  do  with 
him.  He  needs  ear  prayers.  There  is  another  man  here  who  wishes 
for  baptism ;  his  namd  is  8hu.  He  first  heard  the  GK)spel  from  Han- 
Sin-sang  at  Wu-hu. 

"  I  left  on  the  18th  for  T'ong-oh'eng-hien,  and  walked  sixty  li  to 
Tong-siang^  We  spent  the  whole  of  the  next  day  there,  preaching 
and  selling  books  in  the  open  air.  In  the  evening  we  left  in  a  passage 
boat,  in  which  were  about  twenty  men.  I  preached  to  them ;  most  of 
them  understood  me.  In  the  morning  we  walked  thirty-five  li  to  the 
city,  and  preached  till  dark.  Kext  day  we  left  again  for  Gan-k*ing, 
which  we  reached  on  the  22nd,  having  sold  in  all  sixty-two  portions 
of  Scripture  and  three  hundred  and  twenty-two  tracts." 

MANEIM. — ^Mr.  Judd  writes  on  December  9th : — 

^*  I  hope  to  leave  to-morrow  for  Chin-kiang^  Yang-ohau,and  Taking* 
kiang-p*u.    I  did  intend  to  visit  Fong-yang  Fu,  about  seyen  hundred 
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K  ^Boai  MDg4dUai«Mf %  bit  MKliiAed  to  Mer  It .  ,  i^ 
Smidftj  Ub9  oingvigiMGii  in  KaiJoa  iM«  been  2atf« 
one.    On  week  days  only  a  few  oome  ai  |n?eeent,  but  abnndaaeB  of 
people  are  found  to  listen  on  the  streets  and  highways.** 

M5M  Bowjer  alio  ynUm  horn  Nankm  on  flie  mm% 

**  A  g^ood  fxiany  women  are  ttxaAng,  so  that  we  ftbA  it  needM  to 
kareonaof'thexoateaiafEOBtfiiniished  as  awaaua'isoGiB.  I<alt 
BO  orerwhelmed  the  first  few  days  I  was  hexe^  bat  aftev  some  onaflkit 
I  was  enabled  to  cast  myself  afresh  on  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  erer  smce 
He  has  kept  me  in  perfect  peace.  ** 

OHIN-BIANfi.^-Mr.  M'Oarthj  lias  rooenfij  visited  the 
Gan-k'ingy  Ta-t'img,  and  Wu-ha  stations,  and  was  pur- 
posing going  on  to  Tang'-chau  and  North  T'ai-chau.  Miss 
Dei^ads  writes,  Decembei*  20fli : — 

" I  am  going  to  berery  busy  next  wedr.  I  want  to  have  a  Chriitt- 
mas  tree  for  the  children,  great  and  email,  and  I  shall  invite  a  few 
from  the  outside.  I  have  already  got  the  tree  standing  in  the  rooni. 
I  shall  not  put  the  things  on  till  Thursday,  the  25th." 

Leaving  other  material  for  a  future  number,  I  Temain, 
yours  gratefully  and  affectionately  in  the  Lord^ 

J.  H.  Tayjjor. 


MR.  CROHBIE'S  ILEPOHT^ConcluM, 

1870. 

''Owing  to  the  great  excitement  and  spirit  of  opposition  to 
foreigners  that  prevailed  in  China  after  the  massacre  of  tiie  Sisters  of 
Charity  and  others  at  T'ien-tsin  in  the  summer  of  this  year,  Mission 
work  everywhere  came  almost  to  a  Standstill — ^at  least  as  far  as 
adding  to  the  numbers  in  our  Churches  was  concerned.  Even  the 
coxhmon  people,  who  are  generally  very  friendly,  stood  aloof  from  ua, 
inflnenced,  no  doubt,  by  the  officials  and  literati.  Great  fear  and 
consternation  also  prevailed  among  the  native  sKSnbefi;,  tl|iie  Olur 
work  at  Fung-hwa  and  its  out-stations  was  greatly  hindered. 
"  **  We  were  not  altogether  without  visible  tokens  of  God's  presence 
with  tiB,1ioWever,  f6r  during  the  y^fir  four  additions  were  made  to  our 


UiUe  ohurohes  ty  eonyeisioii— one  at  Fung-hwa,  one  at  '0-z,  and 
two  at  NiDg-hai ;  also  one  or  two  nembexs  of  otlier  ohonlies  in  con- 
nexion with  this  Miasion,  having  oome  into  onr  distriot,  joined  ns.  It 
seemed  good  to  the  Lord  this  year,  also,  to  remoTeone  of  the  members 
of  the  infant  Chnroh  at  Fo^g-hwii^  to  the  great  amembly  of  the 
redeemed  aboT®.    She  was  the  second  person  converted  at  that  place. 

*\  Thia  year,  owing  to  the  oompletely  bn^Een-down  state  of  my  dear 
wife's  health,  my  own  also  being  greatly  impaired,  we  were  obliged 
to  retnin  to  onr  native  land  for  a  season  to  recruit.  Hr.  Williamson, 
then  lahomang  at  Gan-k^g  with  Hr.  Meadows^  kindly  undertook  the 
oversight  of  the  work  during  my  absence. 

.  ^  Notwithstanding  that  little  could  be  done  this  year  in  the  way  of 
opening  new  stations,  yet  in  the  month  of  November  Mr.  Williamson 
sneoeeded  jn  renting  a  hou#e,  and  opening  a  Station  i^t  a  village  oallffl 
Bdng-'d,  in  the  ^Ong-zih  district,  a  place  about  hal^-wfiy  between 
Fang*hwfi  and  Ning-hai. 

^The  way  was  a  little  prepared  for  us  here.  One  or  two  men, 
natives  of  *Ong-zih|  but  who  were  working  at  their  trades  in  Kiag-po, 
had  been  converted,  and  were  menibeiis  of  the  Bev.  Dr.  IiOcd*s 
chiin»h  (Amexioan  Independent  Baptist).  Mr.  3.  P.  Bwrohet,  another 
Xispjonary,  working  in  oonnexion  with  the  former,  had  made  sevenl 
joncncjye  to  ^Ong^zih,  preaching  and  distribiithigti»ots.  Hr.  Barohet 
was  not  prepared,  however,  to  open  a  station  in  the  plaoe,  and  I  had 
pnnnised  to  do  what  I  oould  to  send  a  preaehw  there,  bat»  owing  to 
our  enfeebled  health,  this  was  not  accomplished  until  after  our 
departure.  Hany  eame  to  hear  the  CkMpel  preached  as  soon  as  the 
station  wae  opened,  and  several  were  interested  in  what  tfaqr  heard 
almost  fram  the  beginnings  but  none  were  baptiddd  this  year. 

« Puling  the  year  the  members  of  the  ohunh  at  0»i  opened  a 
small  preaching  station  at  a  large  village  called  Daao-tsleng,  about 
three  nilee  dwtant.  We  have  never  been  able  to  aend  a  preacher  to 
live  theoe,  but  the  old  man  who  has  been  the  meaai  of  raMig  up  the 
chnrc]^  jat  '0-s,  goes  there  as  often  as  he  can  and  preaches,  but  I  am 
sorry  ifeo  say  that  up  to  the  present  time  (1873)  no  eonversiena  have 
taken  place. 

•'*  Aji  the  baptisn  which  took  plaoe  at  Fung-hwa  in  1370  wae  an 
interesting  one,I  will  make  «i  extraot  from  a  letter  which  I  wrote  to 
a  friend  in  England  at  the  time  about  it :— . 

<* « While  we  were  at  Fung-hwa  we  had  the  joy  of  receiving  another 
person  into  the  ohureh,  a  man  between  f^  and  sixty  yeara  of  age. 
"Mj  a<^uaiiitaaee  with  this  man  commenced  about  three  yeara  ago. 
At  that  time  his  wifc^  owing  to  some  family  quarrel,  committed 
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suicide  bj  swallowmg  a  quantity  of  salt  dregs.  He  called  me  to  sea 
her,  but  I  wa«  unable  to  do  her  any  good.  Etot  since  he  has  been 
very  friendly  with  me,  but  he  did  not  come  to  the  chapel  nntU  about 
eighteen  months  ago;  from  that  time  he  has  been  a  regular  attendaat 
on  the  Lord's  day.  .  .  .  About  a  year  ago  he  became  a  candidate  for 
baptism.  We  examined  him,  and  found  that  he  had  a  considerable 
knowledge  of  the  most  important  doctrines  of  Christianity.  His  walk 
and  conTersation  were  also  so  much  altered,  that  we  should  hare  bad 
no  hesitation  in  baptizing  him,  but  that  he  smoked  opium.  We  told 
him  that  he  could  not  be  baptised  until  he  gave  this  up.  He  tbon^pbt 
at  first  that  this  would  be  impossible,  and  ^hnoet  despaired  of  being 
ftble  to  join  the  church.  He  tried  to  cure  himself  with  natiTe  tiei^ 
ment,  but  failed.  I  then  got  some  foreign  medicine  for  him,  and 
with  the  bleasing  of  God,  and  a  deflperate  struggle  on  his  part»  he 
SQOoeeded.'  «  •  « 

**  That  you  may  be  better  able  to  thank  Qod  for  the  great  mercy  He 
has  shown  to  this  poor  man,  I  will  teU  you  a  little  of  his  history.  Ss 
name  is  Kdng  Jii-ling.    When  he  was  a  young  man  he  lired  some 
miles  from  Fung-hwa,  and  was  reckoned  a  wicked  and  reckieas 
character  by  all  who  knew  him.     Quarrelling  and  fighting  seem  to 
hare  been  bis  delight,  so  much  so,  that  eyerybody  feared  and  ahuuied 
him.    While  liring  at  that  place,  a  young  female  reUtire  of  his  was 
led  astray,  which  very  much  enraged  the  fiimily  to  which  she  belonged, 
and  especially  Jii-ling,  who  sought  erezy  opportunity  to  take  Ten- 
geance  upon  the  offender.  He  met  him  at  leng^  in  a  butcher's  shop, 
a  quarrel  ensued,  and  angry  words  were  exchanged.  At  last,  Jii-ling 
se  far  gave  way  to  his  passion  as  to  seize  the  butcher's  knife  and  stab 
the  young  man  to  the  heart,  killing  him  on  the  spot.    JH-ling  was 
taken  into  custody,  brougpht  to  the  prison  at  Fnng-hwa,  and  tried  for 
murder.    He  pleaded  that  although  he  had  killed  the  young  man,  he 
did  not  do  so  intentionfilly,  but  only  meant  to  frighten  him,  andnoTer 
thought  when  he  thrust  the  knife  at  him  that  it  would  go  so  deep.  It 
would  appear  that  the  magistrate  took  this  riew  of  the  case^  and 
condemned  him  to  imprisonment  for  life.    Accordingly  he  lay  in  the 
prison  at  Fung-hwa  for  seren  or  eight  years ;  but  in  1860,  when  the 
Emperor  Hien-fnng  succeeded  to  the  throne  of  China,  a  general 
pardon  was  proclaimed  to  criminals  throughout  the  empire,  and 
Jii-ling  was  set  at  liberty.     From  that  time  he  has  been  living  in 
Fnng-hwa. 

."Owing  to  his  former  bad  character,  and  to  his  being  an  opium 
smoker,  we  kept  him  longer  on  probation  than  usual.  He  was 
baptized,  howeyer,  in  the  month  of  March.    We  all  felt  rery  much 
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leefc  he  should  fall  and  Mng  disgraoe  upon  the  oanse,  our  chief 

fear  being  that  he  might  be  tempted  to  retnm  to  opium-smoking. 

He  went  on  irell  for  some  time,  and  might  haTe  often  been  heard 

ieUing  others  of  the  Sayionr  that  he  had  found.    But,  to  our  great 

Borrow,  his  old  Tiolent  temper  mastered  him  one  da j  whilst  he  was  in 

the  hoQse  of  another  Christian,  and  he  had  a  serious  quarrel  with  her. 

Bi  his  rage  he  oame  to  us,  and  wanted  us  to  excommunicate  this 

member  at  onoe,  and  also  said  a  great  deal  that  was  untrue  about 

her.    On  ATRmtTilTtg'  into  the  master  we  found  that  most,  if  not  all, 

the  blame  rested  npon  himself,  and  told  him  so.    He  was  so  angry 

at  this,  that  he  said  he  would  not  enter  the  chapel  as  long  as  the 

member  with  whom  he  had  quarrelled  attended.    He  left  off  coming, 

and  began  to  say  everything  that  he  oould  think  of  in  order  to  hurt 

the  characters  of  sereral  of  the  members.    He  also  endeayoured  to 

hurt  my  feelings  in  yarious  ways.    For  instance,  he  tried  to  let  me 

see  him  bay  things  on  the  Lord's  day.    He  was  sure  to  be  in  the 

street  buying  fish  or  vegetables  as  I  was  passing  to  or  from  the 

ehapeL    Strange  to  say,  he  never  said  anything  against  Christianity 

itself,  fiven  at  the  time  that  he  was  saying  all  manner  of  evil  against 

US,  he  has  been  heard  defending  Christianity  with  all  his  might.  The 

elders  of  the  cfanroh  went  and  spoke  to  him  privately ;  several  of  the 

members  did  the  same,  but  all  to  no  purpose.    So,  just  as  I  was 

leaving  for  England,  eariy  in  October,  I  had  the  sad  and  painful  duty 

to  perform  of  expelling  him  from  the  church,  although  some  of  us 

still  dung  to  the  hope  that  the  root  of  the  matter  was  in  him. 

**  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  add  that  although  he  did  not  come  to 
the  ohapel  for  more  than  two  years,  yet  now  (1873)  he  has  commenced 
coming  on  the  Lord's  day.  May  the  Lord  restore  him,  and  thus 
magnify  His  glorious  grace. 


1871. 

^Having  been  in  England  during  the  whole  of  this  year,  and  the 
greater  part  of  1872, 1  am  unable  to  give  so  full  an  account  of  the 
work  during  this  period  as  I  oould  have  wished. 

**  During  the.  year  nine  persons  were  added  to  the  Church — ^three 
at  Fung-hwa,  two  at  '0-z,  and  four  at  King-hai.  At  the  newly- 
opened  station  of  'Ong-zih  there  were  no  baptisms,  but  they  had  two 
very  hopeful  inquirers,  oonoeming  one  of  whom  Mr.  Williamson 
wrote:— 

*' '  We  have  rather  a  hopeful  ease  in  the  landlady  of  our  premises. 
Formerly  she  went  annually  to  THen-t'ai,  about  forty  miles  distant,  in 
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company  with  other  elderly  females,  spending  a  oonsiderable  mmi  of 
mono  J  in  trayelUng  expenses,  and  in  gifts  to  the  priests.  This  jear 
she  has  not  gone,  and  I  trust  her  example  may  have  some  infloeikDe 
in  deterring  others.' 

"It  pleased  the  Lord,  however,  to  take  both  these  inqxurera  to 
Himself  "bef ore  they  had  been  baptized.  Concerning  their  de«Uis 
Mr,  "W.  wrote : — 

*< '  Abont  a  month  ago  two  inqnirers  were  removed  by  death,  just  as 
we  were  looking  forward  with  hope  to  their  making  a  public  profes- 
sion. One  was  a  field  labourer,  a  relation  of  Neng-kwe,  the  Assistant 
who  preaches  at  'Ong-zih,  the  other  was  the  landlady  of  onr  premiaea. 
She  had  for  a  considerable  time  renonnced  idolatry,  and  keazd  the 
Word  gladly.  Though  neither  have  been  spared  to  make  a  pnUie 
profession  of  their  faith  in  Christ,  we  have  reason  to  hope  they  died 
trusting  in  BUm. ' 

'*  Besides  these  two  inquirers,  three  of  the  church  members  died  this 
year.  One  of  them  was  a  young  man,  a  member  at  Fnng-bwa.  I 
have  been  told  by  his  wife,  since  my  return  to  China,  that  he  died 
very  happy  in  Jesus,  singing  the  hymns  that  he  had  learned.  The 
other  two  who  died  were  very  old  women,  members  at  *0-a.  llieir 
bodies  were  committed  to  the  dust  by  the  church  members^  in  the 
hope  of  a  glorious  resurrection. 

«<  One  of  the  converts  baptized  during  this  year  at  King-hai,  was 
formerly  a  Buddhist  devotee.  She  gave  her  idol,  the  goddeaa  of 
mercy,  to  Mr.  WilUamson,  and  told  him  that  during  the  past  thirty 
years  she  had  burnt  about  one  hundred  dollars  worth  of  incense  and 
candles  before  it.  Another  of  the  additions  to  the  church  at  Ning- 
hai,  was  a  young  man,  a  very  interesting  case  (see  0,  P.  27,  p.  131.)  * 

**  I  must  not  forget  to  mention  that  a  very  important  step  towards 
church  organization  was  made  this  year — ^the  establishment  of  a 
quarterly  meeting  of  the  elders  and  labourers  oonnected  with  these 
five  stations,  for  the  management  of  church  matters,  conference  on 
the  Lord's  work,  and  united  prayer.  These  meetings  have  been  held 
reg^ularly,  and  have  been  the  means  of  mnch  good ;  one  of  the  resnlka 
being  that  the  Christians  have  been  stirred  up  to  make  uniUd  effini 
for  the  evangelization  of  the  districts  around  them,  independent  of 
foreign  help.  They  have  now  a  little  fund  for  this  and  kindred  pnr* 
poses ;  but  of  this  I  will  say  more  further  on. 

"  Thus,  although  the  little  fiock  was  greatly  thinned  by  death,  the 
year  was,  nevertheless,  one  of  great  blessing,  and  a  year  in  whioh  the 
work  made  solid  and  visible  progress. 
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1872. 

*'  lij  information  oonoerning  the  work  dnring  this  year  is  yerj 
deficient ;  but  by  looking  oTer  the  oommnnion  roll  I  find  that  twelTo 
persons  were  reoeiyed  into  the  oharoh  by  baptism — fonr  at  Fang- 
hwa,  two  at  Ning-hai,  and  six  at  'Ong-zih,  the  first  fruits  of  this 
latter  station. 

"  One  of  those  baptized  at  Fnng-hwa  was  a  boy  of  fourteen  years 
of  age,  the  grandson  of  one  of  onr  earlier  oonyerts  at  that  place. 
Another  was  a  poor  decrepit  old  woman  of  eighty- two  years  of  age 
and  almost  entirely  deaf,  which  preyents  her  from  hearing  what  is 
being  said  in  the  chapel,  although  she  attends  yery  regxdarly.  Her 
knowledge  of  the  truth  is  yery  limited.  She  knows  and  loyes  Jesus, 
howeyer,and  it  will  not  be  long  before  she  is  with  Him  in  that  bright 
and  happy  world  where  deafness  and  ignorance,  old  age  and  poyerty, 
are  unknown. 

''Two  were  remoyed  from  us  by  death— one  of  them  the  wife  of 
the  good  old  eyangelist  at  O-z,  who  has  been  so  blessed  to  souls  in 
that  i^btce.  She  died  trusting  in  the  blood  and  righteousness  of 
Christ,  and  committed  her  ransomed  soul  into  His  omnipotent  and 
pierced  hands.  The  second  was  an  old  woman  at  Ning-hai,  baptized 
in  1870. 

**  In  the  autumn  of  this  year,  the  Lord  haying  graciously  restored 
us  to  health,  we  returned  to  our  work^  and  were  glad  to  find  it  in  a 
more  prosperous  state  than  it  was  when  we  left  it.  This  was  owing 
in  a  great  measure,  no  doubt,  to  the  watchful  care  and  faithfulness  of 
Hir.  Williamson,  who,  on  our  arriyal,  left  us  for  another  sphere  of 
labour,  much  to  the  disappointment  of  many  of  the  conyerts,  who  had 
become  yery  much  attached  .to  him. 

187a 

''Neyer  since  the  oommenoement  of  the  work  at  Fung-hwa  in 
1866,  did  a  year  begin  with  such  promising  signs  of  an  abundant 
spiritual  haryest  as  did  1873.  From  the  first  we  had  a  larger  attend- 
ance at  our  meeting-houses  than  heretofore,  and  many  seemed  to  he 
impressed  with  the  deep  importance  of  the  truths  they  heard.  About 
twelye  months  ago  I  proposed  at  seyeral  of  our  stations  that  each 
member  -should  oideayour  to  bring  one,  at  least,  of  their  heathen 
neighbours  with  them  to  the  meetings  on  the  Lord's  day.  Seyeral  of 
them  took  up  the  matter  in  earnest,  and  often  succeeded  in  inducing 
one  to  come  with  thenu  This,  I  think,  was  the  principal  cause  of  our 
larger  attendance.     Many  who  were  thus  brought  only  came  onoe^ 


170 

some  oame  several  saooessiTB  Smxlay*)  and  then  left  o^  olSien  still 
oome  occasionally,  and  one  or  two  axe  now  candidatee  for  abiooh 
fellowship. 

«  Only  three  persons  haye  been  baptised  dozing  the  year,  two  at 
King-hai  and  one  at  Fnng-hwa.  At  jncesent  we  haTe  fiye  candidates 
for  baptism,  two  at  King-hai,  one  atFong-hwa,  and  two  at  K>n9-<ih. 
There  are  also  a  nomber  ol  hopef  ol  iaqvirers,  but  it  is  too  early  to 
speak  definitely  about  many  of  them.  SeTeral  who  were  earnft 
inquirers,  and  one  who  was  a  candidate  for  baptism  early  in  the  year, 
do  not  oome  to  our  meetings  at  sll  now.  Still  we  are  not  altogetiier 
without  hope  concerning  even  them :  they  will  not  easily  forgot  the 
truths  they  hare  heard,  and  may  perhaps  return  to  us. 

^  Several  persons  have  been  prevented  joining  the  church  through 
persecution  from  members  of  their  families.  A  woman  in  Fong-^h  wa, 
n^o  has  heard  the  Qospel  for  years,  and  is,  we  trust,  a  sinoero 
believer,  has  been  prevented  joining  us  by  her  husband.  Though 
never  very  willing  that  she  should  go  to  the  chapel,  and 
obstaoleB  in  her  way,  he  did  not  absolutely  prohibit  it  until  she 
about  to  be  baptized.  Then  he  became  very  angry,  beat  her  several 
times,  and  threatened  to  become  a  Buddhist  priest  if  she  became  a 
Christian.  She  has  been  obliged  to  cease  ooming  to  chapel,  for  the 
present  at  least. 

'*  A  man  about  thirty-five  years  of  age  attended  the  chapel  at 
King-hai  about  two  years,  although  he  suffered  continual  persecatiAn 
from  his  wife  and  mother.  He  was  very  brave  until  about  two  hours 
before  he  was  to  be  baptized ;  then  his  wife  and  mother  called  in  some 
of  their  relatives  to  assist  them,  and  made  a  last  and  more  fteroe 
assault  upon  him.  They  used  every  means  in  their  power  to  frighten 
him  from  making  an  open  profession  of  Christianity,  and,  alaii!  were 
too  suocessfuL  He  came,  and  asked  me  to  postpone  his  baptism  ;  he 
thinks  he  will  succeed  in  gaining  their  consent,  and  that  he  will  yet 
be  able  to  join  the  church  in  peace.  This,  I  fear,  he  will  never  do. 
Had  he  been  firm,  the  persecution  would  soon  have  ceased,  but  now 
that  they  have  once  succeeded  in  hindering  him,  they  will  no  doubt 
do  the  same  again  should  he  ever  speak  of  joining  the  church.  He 
does  not  often  come  to  the  meetings  now. 

**  Other  causes  than  perseontion  hinder  those  who  are  seeking  to 
enter  the  kingdom.  One  of  the  eandidates  at  King-hai  is  a  woman 
about  seventy  years  of  age.  She  was  a  Buddhist  devotee,  but  several 
months  ago  was  induoed  to  oome  to  the  ohapeL  She  now  sees  the 
foUy  of  idolatry,  and  is,  we  trust,  a  Christian.  t7nf ortunately  she 
lives  in  a  room  belonging  to  a  small  nunnery,  which  she  has  free  oi 
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xent.  We  do  not  think  she  takes  any  part  in  the  idolatrqiu  aervioei^ 
but  we  oannot  haptixe  her  until  she  remoTes  from  the  nunnery,  and 
she  does  not  seem  able  to  make  this  saorifioe  at  present.  How  firm 
the  grasp  with  which  Satan  holds  this  people,  and  how  many  tha 
obstacles  which  he  can  and  does  throw  in  the  way  of  inqniring  ones. 
Who  but  Jesus  can  remoye  the  stumbling  blocks  and  wrench  asunder 
the  fetters  ?  But  He  came  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  oaptives,  and 
the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that  are  bound. 

"  ThuSi  from  various  causes,  the  harvest  this  year  has  not  come  i^ 
to  our  expectations.  We  hope  and  beUeve  that  that  of  1874  will  be 
much  more  abundant,  for  there  is  life  in  the  seed  that  has  been  sown. 
'  Behold,  the  husbandman  waiteth  for  the  precious  fruits  of  the  earth, 
and  hath  long  patience  for  it»  until  he  receive  the  early  and  the  latter 
rain.'  *  Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters,  for  thou  shalt  find  it  after 
many  days.'  One  of  the  converts  baptized  this  year  was  a  case  in 
point : — 

«  During  the  summer  of  18679  A  man,  living  outside  the  south  gata 
of  Fung-hwa,  allowed  us  the  use  of  a  room  one  evening  every  week 
for  preaching.  We  had  only  held  two  or  three  meetings  wh^  some 
one  advised  him  not  to  allow  us  to  come.  He  then  told  us  that  ha 
oould  not  let  us  hold  any  more  meetings  in  his  house,  making  some 
trivial  excuse  for  breaking  his  promise.  We  were  much  disappointed, 
for  it  was  a  good  opportunity  of  speaking  to  the  field  labourers  after 
their  day*s  work  was  over.  It  almost  seemed  as  if  the  few  meetings 
had  be^  held  in  vain,  but  it  would  appear  that  the  Lord  had  a 
purpose  in  leading  us  there,  even  for  the  two  or  three  evenings  to  tell 
the  glad  tidings  of  salvation, 

*'A  poor  widow,  who  lived  by,  had  come  to  the  meetings,  and 
although  she  did  not  open  her  mind  to  any  one,  she  could  never  forget 
the  gracious  words  she  had  heard.  From  that  time  she  had  an  earnest 
desire  to  know  more  about  Jesus,  and  occasionally  stepped  into  the 
chapel  on  the  Lord's  day  to  listen  to  the  preaching.  She  never  spoke 
to  us,  however,  and  somehow  we  none  of  us  seem  to  have  taken  much 
notice  of  her.  On  our  return  from  England,  in  the  autumn  of  1872, 
she  heard  that  we  were  in  want  of  a  female  servant.  She  ofBsred  her- 
self, and  being  accepted,  had  a  good  opportunity  of  learning  the  way 
of  €k>d  more  perfectly.  She  soon  expressed  her  desire  to  join  the 
church,  has  since  been  baptised  and  is,  we  think,  an  earnest  Christian. 

'*  During  the  past  year  the  Lord  has  helped  us  to  open  three  new 
out-stations  in  places  where  the  Gk>spel  had  not  previously  been 
statedly  preached.  In  the  summer  we  snooeeded  in  renting  a  room, 
and  sliding  a  preacher  to  T*ien-t'ai,  a  hien  city  about  two  days 
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journey  from  King-hai,  in  a  Bonth-westerly  direotion.  About  tlie 
■ame  time  we  opened  another  station  at  EyH-keo,  a  town  ten  mike 
from  Fnng-liwa.  The  memben  of  our  little  (Marches  have  nndertaken 
to  pay  the  rent  of  the  last  mentioned  station.  We  have  aJso  anooeeded 
in  opening  a  station  at  Siang-shan,  another  hien  city,  two  days' 
journey  from  King-hai,  in  a  north-easterly  direction.  At  etue^  of 
these  places  we  have  a  preacher. 

«  Haying  been  breaking  up  new  gfronnd,  we  have  had  oppartniiituB 
of  selling  or  giving  away  a  large  number  of  New  Testaments  and 
Gospels,  and  have  also  distributed  more  than  10,000  pages  of  Gkxpd 
tracts.  The  contributions  of  the  members  at  the  vazious  stations  for 
the  last  year  amounted  to  87,511  cash,  or  about  30  dollars  (£6,  ISe.) 
There  are  now  (December  Slst,  1873)  in  communion  at  Fung-Kwa, 
22;  H3-Z,  13;  Ning-hai,  10;  and  K)ng-zih,  8  members — ^total,  6S. 
Besides  these  there  are  6  candidates  for  baptism,  and  4  inquirers. 

''  Our  great  need  of  a  chapel  at  Fung-hwa  is,  I  am  pleased  to  r^Kot, 
being  met.  The  Lord  has  graciously  heard  prayer,  and  proyided  the 
means  to  build  one.  The  workmen  are  now  erecting  it.  Hay  the 
Lord  often  fill  it  with  His  presence,  and  make  it  the  birthplace  of 
many  souls. 

'*  I  must  now  conclude  this  report  by  asking  the  prayers  of  our 
friends  for  the  work  in  the  eight  stations  under  my  charge.  We  feel 
more  and  more  how  weak  and  helpless  we  are.  Gk>d*s  Almighty  Spirit 
alone  can  move  the  hard  hearts  of  this  heathen  people.  O  for  a 
mighty  out-pouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  our  own  souls  and  on  the 
masses  around  us.  *  O  Lord  reyiye  Thy  work  in  the  midst  of  the 
years,  in  the  midst  of  the  years  make  known,  in  wrath  remember 
mOTcy.*" 


CHINA  INLAIO)  MISSION. 


ESTABLISHED  for  the  erangelization  of  districts  away  from  the 
ports,  and  eTOiituallj,  if  possible,  of  all  the  vhoUy  unoocnpied 
proyinoes. 

PBESENT  Staff  of  the  Mission :  Eighty-fonr  labourers— twelve  mar- 
ried missionaries  and  their  wires,  and  ten  single  missionaries ; 
together  with  forty-fiye  male  native  assistants,  and  five  native 
Bible  women  and  female  sehool-teaQheni. 

STATIONS  and  Ont-Stations,  over  thirty  in  which  there  are  resident 
labourers.  Many  other  places  are  reached  by  itinerant  efforts^  in 
some  of  which  there  are  converts. 

LONDON  ADDBESS:  6  Pyrland  Boad,  Newington  Gieen,  Lon- 
don, N.,  where  can  be  obtained  the  Publications  of  the  Mission ; 
and  Photographs  of  the  Missionaries, — ^Price  6d.  each. 

BANEEBS— London  and  County  Bank,  Lombard  Street  All 
CHEQUES  shotdd  be  crossed  london  and  Oaunty  Bank. 

POST-OFFICE  OBDEBS  should  be  made  payable  to  Biohasd 
Hakrts  Hill,  at  the  Newington  Green  Boad  Post  Office. 

IN  consequence  of  the  considerable  reduction  lately  made  in  the 
charge  for  Post  Ovficb  Obdkbs,  and  to  engure  greater  eafety^  it  is 
respectfully  suggested  that,  where  practicable,  even  sinall  sums 
may  be  remitted  in  this  way. 

FBIENDS  intending  the  whole  or  part  of  their  donations  for  the 
personal  use  of  any  member  of  the  Mission  will  be  kind  enough, 
when  writing,  very  dearly  to  express  their  wishes. 

Tkb  occasional  PAPEBS  are  sent  post  free  to  donors  and 
friends  of  the  Mission.  Those  desiring  to  pay  far  them  csn 
cover  the  cost  and  postage  for  one  year  by  enclosing  sixpence  in 
stamps  to  6  Pyrland  Boad,  Newington  Qreen,  London,  N. 

MISSIONABY  BOXES,  free  on  application. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

«* CHINA:    ITS  SPIBITUAL  NEED  AND  CLAIMS." 

With  Appendix  and  Illustrative  Maps.     Price  6d.,  cloth  Is.    By 
the  Bev.  J.  Hudson  Tati^ob,  M.B.C.S.,  F.B.G.S. 

<<  CHINA  &  THE  CHINESE: ''an  Address  to  the  Young.  Price  Id. 
By  the  Bev.  J.  Htnifloir  Tatlob. 

^  STJMMABY  of  the  OperationB  of  the  China  Inland  Mission,"  with 
Map.    By  the  Bev.  J.  Huseov  Tatlob. 

<«  OCCASIONAL  PAPEBS." 

Sot  of  three  Vols.,  doth  2s.,  p«per  covers  Is.  Postage,  3d.  for  each 
volume. 
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6  PntLAin)  BoAD,  Nbwznoton  Gbxen, 
Loxn)ov,  N. 

In  this  OeeoBumal  Paper  we  have  a  large  amount  of 
intelligence  from  many  whose  names  are  familiar  to  us. 
Our  brethren,  Messrs.  Cardwell,  McOarthy,  Orombie,  and 
Judd  have  much  to  say  that  is  hopeful  and  encouraging, 
and  report  not  a  few  cases  of  true  conversion  from  idols  to 
Berre  the  living  and  true  Ood,  which  call  for  humble  and 
hearty  thanks  to  the  Lord  of  the  vineyard. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  item  of  tidings  given  us  is 
the  Beport  of  the  Second  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Native 
Missionary  Association,  held  at  Hang-chau  on  the  27th 
March  of  this  year,  at  which  an  Evangelist  was  chosen 
from  their  midst  to  go  forth  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  to 
cany  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  his  fellow-countrymen 
in  another  town.  May  this  be  the  commencement  of  a 
mighty  movement  which  may  yet  result  in  the  evangeliza- 
tion of  China !  To  this  native  agency,  as  has  often  been 
pointed  out,  we  look  eventually  for  the  thorough  evange- 
lization of  that  vast  empire.  But,  in  the  meantime,  many, 
very  many,  labourers  must  be  sent  out  from  our  shores ; 
and  how  is  this  to  be  done  without  prayer,  ''  love,  and  good 
works?"  We  must  not  sit  still,  forgetful  of  the  work  abroad, 
lest,  being  weighed  in  the  balance,  we  be  found  wanting 
in  that  which  we  profess  to  do  at  home,  surrounded  by  our 
comforts  and  privileges. 
We  would  direct  special  attention  to  the  appeal  which 


174 

Mr.  Taylor  makes  to  us  on  page  193,  part  of  which  we  tran- 
scribe here  lest  it  should  be  oyerlooked  by  any  of  our 
readers.  After  his  stirring  account  of  the  Lord's  work  at 
T'ai-p'ing  hien,  including  the  remarkable  conyersion,  as  it 
is  hoped,  of  an  old  man  of  72,  he  adds — ''  If  God  gradoiifily 
provide  the  men  and  the  means  (from  £1500  to  £1800 
annually,  in  addition  to  our  present  outlay)  we  may  veiy 
soon  place  a  G-ospel  light  in  each  of  these  dark  districts. 
We  are  asking  G-od  for  this.  Will  you  not  join  your 
prayers,  beloyed  friends,  to  ours  ?" 

A  report  by  Mr.  Steyenson  of  the  work  which  has  been 
carried  on  in  his  hands  since  the  year  1866  is  commenced 
in  this  FapfiTf  and  will  be  continued  in  our  next  number. 

We  still  ask  much  prayer  for  our  sister.  Miss  Blatchley, 
who  has  been  suffering  much  of  late,  that  she  may  stiU  be 
sustained  by  a  sense  of  the  love  of  God. 

We  regret  to  announce  that  Miss  Potter,  after  a  short 
illness,  has  died  at  Miss  Mason's  Home  of  rest.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  failing  health  had  preyiously  compelled 
her  to  renounce  her  intention  of  devoting  herself  to  a  mis- 
sionaiy  life. 

A  new  list  of  the  stations  of  the  Mission,  and  their  native 
and  foreign  superintendents  and  helpers,  is  given  in  this 
number,  several  changes  having  occurred  since  the  pre- 
vious one  was  published.  It  is  expected  that  several  of 
the  missionaries  and  their  families  will  have  to  return  this 
year  for  change,  which,  after  several  years'  residence  in 
China,  is  much  needed.  Let  us  pray  that  the  way  may  be 
made  plain  for  them  to  take  a  step  so  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  their  health  and  streugth. 

Yours  sincerely  in  Christ, 


±L.  M.  Sill,        i  tt      a 
Henbt  SoLTAxr,  I  ^'"*-  ^*"- 
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*'  Even  ChriBt  pleased  not  Himself  "  (Rom.  xy.  3). 
I  do  always  those  things  that  please  Him  "  (John  yiii.  29). 
Ye  onght  to  walk  and  to  please  God  "  (1  Thess.  iv.  1). 
"  Enoch  .  .  .  had  this  testimony,  thaihe pleased  God  "  (Heh.  zi.5). 
**  Beloved,  if  onr  heart  condemn  ns  not,  then  have  we  confidence 
towards  God.    And  whatsoever  we  ask,  we  receive  of  Him,  hecanse 
we  keep  His  commandments,  and  do  those  things  that  are  pleasing  in 
Hissight "  (I  John  iU.  21,  22). 


Hanq-chau,  March  Zlst,  1874. 
BbLOYICD  FfilENDS, 

Sustained  by  your  prayers  and  sympatliy  and  bounty, 
in  our  service  to  tbe  Lord  and  His  Churchy  what  return 
can  we  make  for  all  your  loving  aid  ?  We  can,  and  do 
ask  the  Gt)d  of  all  grace  to  **  make  all  grace  abound  towards 
you,  that  ye,  always  having  all  sufficiency  in  all  things, 
may  abound  to  every  good  work."  I  head  this  letter  with  a 
few  passages,  the  contemplation  of  which  has  been  helpful 
to  me.  I  might  have  increased  their  number ;  but  space 
is  limited,  and  your  own  memories  will  supply  others.  I 
would  gladly  enlarge  on  them,  but,  having  much  more 
information  to  communicate  than  the  limits  of  my  space 
will  admit  of,  I  must  not  do  so.  I  would,  however,  suggest 
the  danger  of  our  thoughts  being  far  too  shallow  on  the 
subject  of  pleasing  GK>d ;  too  frequently  being  negative 
rather  than  positive.  If  we  love  Him  who  so  loved  us, 
surely  we  shall  wish  to  please  Him  to  the  full  extent  of  our 
powers,  and  have  no  fellowship  with  the  slavish  spirit 
which  says  at  every  turn,  ^^ Must  I  do  this?"  ''Am  I 
required  to  make  that  sacrifice?"  We  should  seek  to 
please  Him,  not  as  hirelings  serve  their  masters,  but  as 
children  and  friends  seek  to  please  the  objects  of  their 
esteem  and  love;  as  Paul,   constrained  by  the  love  of 
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Christ,  was  ''  ambitions,  that  whether  present  or  absent, 
he  might  be  well  pleasing  to  Him  "  (2  Cor.  t.  9,  Greek). 
Oh !  beloved  friends,  let  us  consider  Him,  dwell  on  His 
love,  feed  on  His  flesh,  with  unveiled  face  behold,  as  in  a 
glass,  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  till  the  fire  bums  on-  the  altar 
of  our  hearts ;  till  we  speak  with  our  lips,  because  the 
living  waters  cannot  be  restrained;  till  we  bear  fruit, 
because  we  are  in  the  vine,  and  reflect  like  a  glass  His 
gloiy,  being  changed  into  the  same  image.    A  poor  widow 
once  pleased  the  Lord  with  two  mites ;  a  woman,  who  was 
a  sinner,  with  her  love,  and  tears  and  alabaster  box  of 
ointment ;  and  Mary,  already  beloved,  lavished  on  Him  no 
less  than  ''  a  pound  of  ointment  of  spikenard,  very  eo^iiyy*' 
and  breaking  the  box  of  alabaster,  poured  it  upon  His 
head,  and  anointed  His  feet,  wiping  them  with  her  hair, 
so  that  ''the  house  was  filled  with  the  odour."     Oh !  for 
more  of  this  uncalcuiating  love— self-forgetful,  world-un- 
mindful,  soul-ravishing  love.    And  when  your  love  is 
warm  and  faith  is  strong,  pray,  beloved  friends,  for  ns. 
There  are  more  than  forty    stations  and  one  hundred 
labourers,  foreign  and  native,  connected  with  our  work ; 
and  about  fifty  children  and  adult  students  are  studying 
the  Word  of  Ot>d.    These  need  far  more  than  mere  sup- 
port ;  much  wisdom  and  grace  are  needed.    The  care  of 
native  Christians  too,  in  the  many  little  churches  around 
us  is  no  light  charge ;  and  we  need  Divine  protection  from 
the  hostile  heathendom  around  us.     In  answer  to  your 
prayers,  this  wisdom,  grace  and  protection   will  not  be 
withheld ;  and  soon  you  and  we  shall  rejoice  together ;  for 
it  is  written,  ''Yet  a  little  while,  and  He  that  shall  come 
will  come,  and  will  not  tarry." 

Yours  gratefully  and  affectionately  in  Him, 

J.  HuDSOK  Taylob. 
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RECENT  INTELLIGENCE. 

KITJ-KIANG.— We  extract  an  account  of  Mr.  Card  well's 
long  journey  in  the  interior  of  Eliang-si,  which  our  readers 
mrill  be  able  to  follow  by  the  aid  of  the  map  of  the  province 
given  in  our  No.  34 ;  and  subjoin  also  an  extract  from  a 
more  recent  letter : — 

**  I  left  here  at  the  end  of  September  (1873),  and  was  absent  nearly 
two  months.  On  reaching  Kih-gan  fn,  I  purchased  a  boat  suitable 
for  the  rapids,  with  the  hope  of  being  able  to  go  to  Kan-chau  f u  and 
above,  but  whilst  waiting  to  have  some  repairs  done,  we  fell  in  with 
two  very  respectable  and  intelligent  men,  merchants  from  Kan-chau, 
who  strongly  urged  us  not  to  go  to  that  place,  as  the  people  were 
very  lawless  ;  and  as  only  a  very  short  time  since  an  Italian  priest 
was  severely  beaten  by  tiiem,  they  feared  we  should  meet  with  the 
same  kind  of  treatment,  as  it  was  certain  they  would  take  us  for 
papists  when  they  saw  our  books.  The  people  above  Kan-chau, 
they  said,  were  still  worse,  every  man  wearing  a  knife  in  his  waist- 
band which  he  would  be  ready  to  use  on  a  slight  provocation.  I  had 
previously  heard  of  the  bad  character  these  people  boro,  and  was 
much  exercised  as  to  whether  it  was  right  to  go  and  run  the  risk  of  a 
good  beating,  or  perhaps  something  worse,  or  to  wait  till  some  future 
day  when  the  path  might  be  less  dangerous. 

'<  Seeking  the  Lord's  guidance  in  the  matter,  I  took  the  warning  of 
these  two  men  as  coming  from  Him,  and  decided  to  go  to  Yung-sin 
hien  instead.  This  city  is  situated  on  a  stream  which  branches  off 
to  the  west,  fifty  li  above  Kih-gan  fu,  and  is  a  very  small  place.  It 
stands  at  the  foot  of  a  treble  rang^  of  hills,  the  highest  being  at  least 
6000  feet,  and  distant  from  the  mouth  of  the  stream  400  li,  or  300  by 
land.  It  took  me  eight  days  to  get  thero,  for  the  river  is  one  con- 
tinuation of  rocky  rapids.  We  had  a  fair  wind  all  the  time,  and 
thus  got  up  quicker  and  better  than  we  otherwise  should  have  done. 
Many  boats  I  saw  had  as  many  as  twelve  men  tracking.  We,  how- 
ever, oxily  numbered  five,  including  myself,  and  not  unfroquently  I 
had  to  ^  put  the  shoulder  to  the  wheel "  in  order  to  get  over  some  of 
the  most  difficult  places.  We  arrived  in  the  afternoon  whilst  raining 
fast,  and  anchored  within  a  li  of  the  city. 

'*  Next  day  it  rained,  but  we  had  a  good  number  to  buy  books  not- 
withstanding. Clearing  off  in  the  afternoon,  we  started  for  the  city, 
when  we  were  met  by  a  party  of   soldiers,  who  by  order  of  the 
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Mandarin  told  ns  to  stop.  Seeing  I  was  determined  to  proceed,  thej- 
left,  and  Beveral  of  the  boys  and  men  helped  the  boat  up  the  rapids. 
Arrived  at  the  city,  I  thought  it  would  be  w^  to  pay  mj  respects  to 
the  Che-Men  (magistrate),  and  ask  why  he  had  ordered  me  back. 
When  I  reached  the  Ya-men,  the  Secretary  came  and  asked  if  I 
had  a  passport.  I  told  him  I  had,  and  he  then  insisted  on  takizig  it. 
Haying  ascertained  who  he  was,  I  gave  him  my  passport,  wlii<dL  he 
took  inside.  After  a  delay  of  nearly  an  hour,  he  brought  it  back, 
saying  it  was  all  right,  but  that  I  could  not  see  the  Ghe-hien.  Xt  was 
now  very  dark,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  kindness  of  a  soldier  who 
had  lived  at  Kiu-Mang  providing  a  candle  and  accompanying;  vs  to 
the  boat,  we  should  have  had  great  difficulty  in  finding  it. 

**  In  the  morning,  the  Che-Men  sent  early  to  say  he  did  not  wi^ 
to  see  me,  and  that  I  was  not  to  enter  the  city.    This,  of  eonme, 
made  the  people  much  more  impudent  and  rude.    My    boatman 
having  occasion  to  go  into  the  dty  to  purchase  some  provisions,  was 
met  by  an  old  woman,  who  said, '  Wait  a  bit,  and  we  shall  see  them 
kill  the  devil'    He  also  saw  on  the  pavement  at  the  entrance  of  tiie 
city  gate,  four  large  crosses  made  with  Kme-wash,  and  a  man  from 
the  Ya-men  standing  in  the  gateway  telling  aU  that  passed  to  and  fro 
to  tread  on  them,  &c.,  saying,  *  Defile  the  foreign  devil's  ancestor.' 
Where  they  got  tMs  strange  idea  from  I  cannot  tell,  unless  from  the 
errors  of  popery.    Soon  after  this,  we  left,  and  on  the  way  down, 
called  at  all  the  villages  and  small  towns,  twelve  in  number.  At  the  last 
place,  a  bustling  town,  we  were  stoned  at  the  instigation  of  a  man 
belonging  to  the  customs.     I  found  the  dialect  on  this  stream  quite 
local,  being  altogether  different  from  any  other  I  have  met  wi&, 
hence  we  did  not  g^t  such  attentive  hearers  as  at  other  places, 
though  we  always  found  some  amongst  the  many  who  did  under- 
stand what  we  said. 

**  On  my  return  to  Kih-gan  fu,  I  found  the  man  I  had  left  in 
charge  of  my  boat  in  great  trouble,  having  been  told  by  several 
persons  that  I  had  been  killed  up  the  river.  From  here  I  went  to 
Lin-kiang  f u,  staying  there  a  day ;  then  called  at  four  small  towns 
on  the  Kan  river  wMch  I  passed  last  year,  and  then  up  another 
branch  stream  to  Sui-chau  fu,  calling  at  all  the  smaller  places  on  my 
way  back,  but  not  without  further  opjwsition  from  the  Mandazinsi 
At  Sui-chau,  I  met  with  a  number  of  Boman  Catholics  who  purchased 
the  Scriptures  freely,  and  with  many  of  whom  we  had  a  talk  about 
the  doctrine,  pointing  out  to  them  some  of  the  errors  of  popeiy. 

"This  journey  has  been  the  most  trying  of  any  I  have  taken, 
meeting  with  more  opposition,  and  apparently  less  success.     We 
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pray  it  may  be  otherwise,  and  leave  the  result  with  the  Lord.  Very 
many  now  possess  the  written  Word  who  never  saw  it  before ;  and 
many  more  have  heard  it  proclaimed,  who  never  heard  it  before.  We 
cannot  say  it  shall  be  in  vain. 

'*  On  arriving  at  Ta-ku-t'ang,  I  foimd  Lo  Gkm-f oh  stOl  there,  but 
living  in  a  native  inn.  Since  you  were  here,  he  has  been  able  to  rent 
no  less  than  five  houses ;  but  in  every  case  had  to  give  them  up  again 
soon  after  taking  possession,  owing  to  the  intimidation  of  one  man 
-who  threatened  the  landlords  to  bring  them  before  the  Mandarin  if 
they  did  not  at  once  turn  him  out.  Since  my  return,  he  has  rented  a 
small  house  at  1000  cash  a  month,  but  not  very  suitable  for  a  chapel. 
We  are  promised  one  in  about  a  f  ortnight,  a  good-sized  house  on  the 
main  street  at  about  40,000  cash  a  year.  I  have  had  two  offered  for 
purchase,  but  finding  the  ground  belonged  to  another  person  who  is 
not  willing  to  sell,  I  refused  to  make  an  offer  on  these  terms.  The 
Tao-tai  has  lately  sent  a  message  to  the  officials  there,  not  to  interfere 
with  us  in  any  way,  prejudicing  the  people. 

'*  I  find  that  temples  are  spring^ing  up  everywhere  in  this  province, 
no  expense  being  spared  in  their  structure.  Idolatry  has  certainly  a 
firmer  hold  upon  the  people  than  many  of  us  imag^e. 

**  I  have  added  another  boy  to  the  school,  trusting  in  the  Lord  to 
supply  the  needed  fimds.  Two  more  are  waiting  to  come  when  the 
Lord  sends  me  means  to  provide  for  them.  I  have  hitherto  had 
nothing  spedally  for  this  purpose. 

*^The  journey  before  last,  I  called  upon  a  man  who  I  had  heard 
was  much  interested  in  the  gospel,  whose  home  is  on  a  branch  river, 
700  li  from  here.  His  friends  received  me  very  kindly,  and  I  partook 
with  them  of  the  evening  meal,  having  a  g^od  deal  of  talk  about  the 
gospel.  Last  week,  he  came  to  Kiu-kiang,  and  said  he  wished  to 
become  more  acquainted  with  the  doctrine ;  for  he  felt  convinced  it  is 
true,  but  being  so  far  away,  he  had  no  opportunity  of  so  doing.  He 
tells  me  that  there  are  ten  or  more  persons  who  are  interested  at  his 
native  place,  being  the  result  of  our  visit ;  having  heard  us  on  that 
occasion,  they  were  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  doctrine.  Would 
that  we  were  nearer,  so  that  they  might  have  the  opportunity  of 
hearing  again,  and  by  the  blessing  of  the  Lord,  have  their  convic- 
tions deepened,  and  faith  streng^ened.  Being  a  very  respectable 
and  intellig^t  looking  young  man,  I  took  him  in,  to  test  his  sincerity, 
allowing  him  his  rice.  May  the  Lord  bless  his  coming  to  us,  and 
make  him  a  useful  worker  in  His  vineyard. 

^  The  young  man  Tsi  is  g^ing  on  well,  and  gives  me  much  pleasure. 
I  have  hope  that  he  too  will  ere  long  be  of  service  in  the  mission. 

B 
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''  Five  of  the  soldiers  still  come  as  often  as  they  can.  Two  hare 
died  since  yon  were  here.  One  of  them  wished  particniarlj'  to  see 
me  and  told  his  brother  to  go  for  me ;  bnt  he  never  came,  thinking' 
we  were  papists,  and  would  of  course  take  out  his  ejes^  &c.  '  Ther 
both  died  after  a  few  days*  illness. 

"  Feb.  3rd,  1874. — I  am  happy  to  say  the  soldiers  seem  to  be  taking 
courage.  They  have  con^e  more  frequently  of  late.  We  had  as 
many  as  eight  at  our  meeting  on  Sunday  evening  last.  I  spoke  to 
them  on  the  parable  of  the  sower,  to  which  they  listened  with  znadi 
attention.    May  they  not  prove  wayside  hearers. 

''  The  Buddhist  priest  of  whom  I  have  before  spoken,  came  jester- 
day  and  stayed  the  night.  I  was  thankful  for  the  opportunity  of 
being  able  once  more  to  urge  the  importance  of  deciding  for  Jesos. 
My  heart  seems  very  much  drawn  to  this  man,  and  I  should  be 
rejoiced  to  see  him  leave  all,  and  trust  alone  in  Jesus.  May  the  Ijord 
make  his  path  very  plain.    He  seems  halting." 

Mr.  Groombridge  after  staying  some  months  at  this  port, 
thougli  considerably  improved  in  bealth,  concluded  that  he 
had  not  the  yigoor  requisite  for  missionary  work,  and  has 
in  consequence  left  the  mission,  and  taken  light  seciilar 
employment  in  8hang-hai.  He  still  hopes  that  he  may  be 
able  in  some  measure  to  forward  the  good  work  to  which 
he  desired  to  devote  his  life.  The  conclusion  to  which  he 
has  come  commands  the  concurrence  of  our  judgment, 
though  we  can  but  regret  the  necessity  for  it. 

GAN-EING. — ^We  have  now  been  able  to  remove  from 
our  first  premises  in  this  city,  which  have  latterly  been  veiy 
unsuitable,  to  more  eligible  ones,  and  earnestly  hope  that 
many  souls  may  be  brought  to  a  saving  knowledge  of  the 
truth  in  them.  The  workmen  had  not  quite  finished  their 
operations  when  we  last  heard.  Mr.  Donovan  has  spent 
some  time  at  this,  and  some  at  Wu-hu  and  Ta-t'ong  stations 
during  this  quarter. 

TA-T'ONG. — Large  numbers  have  heard  the  gospel  in 
the  chapel  here,  and  the  tea  shops  have  been  visited  from. 
time  to  time.     Mr.  Donovan  writes  that  on  his  last  visit  to 
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this  place  in  January,  he  was  cheered  by  the  marked 
attention  shown  to  the  preaching  of  the  Word,  and  a 
measure  of  interest  exceeding  anything  he  had  previously 
seen  since  reaching  China. 

WU-HTJ. — Since  the  opening  of  this  station,  two  persons, 
visitors  to  the  place,  have  made  encouraging  professions 
of  faith  in  Christ.  As  they  have  left  the  place,  we  are  at 
present  unacquainted  with  their  subsequent  course.  The 
assistant  there,  Mr.  Han,  is  again  cheered  by  the  pro- 
fession made  by  a  druggist,  whom  he  quite  hopes  to  be  a 
believer ;  and  by  that  of  another  man,  who,  Mr.  Donovan 
says,  ''  has  given  up  his  idols,  and  seems  to  have  received 
the  truth."  There  is  some  hope  also  of  his  son,  who  has 
already  given  up  opixmi-smoldng,  and  manifests  at  least  an 
outward  reformation. 

NAN-KIN. — Mr.  Judd  speaks  of  encouragement  at  this 
place,  and  of  an  increase  in  the  number  of  hearers.  Mrs. 
Judd,  likewise,  speaks  of  many  women  coming  to  see  her. 
Mr.  Judd  has  baptized  one  young  man,  Ts'iien-ling,  who 
was  formerly  Mr.  Harvey's  servant.  He  has  since  lived  in 
the  employ  of  other  members  of  the  misaon,  and  latterly 
has  been  Mr.  Judd's  servant.  A  boy  of  the  name  of  Sing 
is  also  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Judd  as  interested,  and  he  is 
hopeful  of  the  teacher  with  whom  Messrs.  Taylor  and 
Bailer  have  been  studying.  We  extract  from  a  letter  of 
Mr.  Judd's,  giving  an  account  of  his  visit  to  Ts*ing-kiang- 
p'u  and  Yang-chau,  dated  Jan.  7th : — 

**  As  you  are  aware,  the  way  was  not  open  for  me  to  go  westwaid, 
nor  did  it  seem  advisable  to  go  at  once  to  Fung-yang  f  u,  except  by  a 
direct  rente  across  the  country.  I  felt  it  better  to  take  one  journey 
first  to  Chin-kiang,  Yang-chau  and  Ts^g-kiang-p^.  At  the  latt^ 
place  I  purchased  a  pony  and  donkey,  which  will  enable  me  to  traToI 
across  country  with  ease  when  necessary.  At  Ghin-kiang,  God  gave 
us  considerable  spiritual  refreshment  with  dear  Mr.  McCarthy  and 
Miss  Desgras.    Some  Europeans  also  appeared  very  grateful  for  a 
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serrice  at  tlie  Consnlate  on  Sunday.  In  the  afternoon  I  preatdied  at 
Mr.  White's.  On  our  way  up  the  Ganal,  we  did  not  spend  hang  at 
Yang-chau,  bat  a  few  of  the  Ghrifltians  came,  and  we  took  an  OTening 
meal  together,  with  prayer,  reading,  and  singpLQg.  At  Tslng-ldang- 
p'o,  dear  Ch'eng-tsan  was  greatly  delighted  to  see  ns,  as  also  his  wifie. 
Gh^n  Si'-fn  was  a  little  nneasy  because  he  thought  that  Gh^eng^tsaii 
had  treated  him  lightly  in  not  giving  him  his  right  place.  GhSen  Si'-fa 
wanted  me  to  write  and  tell  you  that  he  wished  to  go  out  of  the  house 
and  work;  but  I  got  them  both  tog^her,  and  after  prayer,  with  a  little 
exhortation,  I  think  they  were  both  more  amicable  than  ever.  Gh'eng- 
tsan  had  taken  into  the  house  a  family  named  Hsia  who  were  on  their 
way  from  Fekin  to  Canton.  Ch'eng-tsan  belieyee  him  to  be  a  Toost 
earnest  Christian,  and  he  certainly  does  speak  earnestly  to  many  others 
about  the  gospeL  He  brought  into  the  house  an  officer,  Chang  Ta-ren 
while  we  were  there,  to  hear  the  Word.  I  should  quite  think  that 
Hsia  is  a  believer,  and  he  is  a  very  intelligent  man,  a  doctor.  I  told 
Ch'eng-tsan,  however,  that  he  had  done  wrong  in  taking  this  family 
into  a  house  that  was  not  his  own.  Another  of  the  candidates, 
Li  Si'-fu,  a  oaix^^tnter,  appears  to  be  a  hopeful  person.  He  came  to 
prayers  each  evening  during  our  stay — ^Monday  until  Wednesday 
evening.  We  had  spent  the  previous  Synday  in  Hwtiy-gan  fu,  where 
we  preached  the  gospel.  We  did  not  spend  much  time  on  our  retam 
at  the  various  towns,  &c.,  on  the  way,  as  our  Brother  Donovan  was 
anxious  to  reach  Chin-kiang  for  New  Year's  Eve.  We  spent  our 
next  Saturday  evening  and  Sunday  at  Yang-chau,  where  we  had  a 
most  happy  day.  I  left  dear  Donovan  at  Kwa-chau,  from  whence  he 
went  to  Chin-kiang,andIto  Nan-kin,  whichlreachedonNewYear'seve. 
*<  During  this  week  we  are  having  native  prayer-meetings  every 
night  with  special  subjeets  ci  prayer,  which  have  be^i  for  the  out- 
pouring of  the  Spirit  upon  us ;  for  the  different  stations ;  for  our 
relatives ;  for  more  native  helpers  fitted  for  the  work ;  for  a  blessing 
on  schools;  and  for  more  labourers  to  be  sent  out  to  the  other 
provinces.  Ts^iien-ling's  prayers  are  very  earnest  and  dear ;  we  are 
all  agreed  as  to  his  being  a  believer  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  and  I 
hope  to  baptize  him  on  Monday  next,  if  Qod  will.'* 

CHIN-KIANO.— Mr.  McCarthy  writes  :— 

"  Dec.  27, 1873.— I  paid  a  short  visit  to  Yang-chau  and  North  T^ai* 
chau  a  few  days  ago.  At  Yang-chau  I  saw  two  or  three  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  have  given  to  Tsiang  Soh-liang  (now  living  at  Yang-chau), 
the  names  of  some  others,  that  he  may  look  after  them.  Taking  him 
with  me,  I  went  on  to  North  T'ai-chau,  and  saw  Chang  Sien-seng 
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and  Ms  wife.  I  am  rather  pleased  with  the  place ;  and  I  trust  that 
with  the  Lord's  blessing,  there  will  be  no  more  trouble  there.  It  is  a 
large  city  as  to  extent,  but  all  the  business  is  done  outside  the  north 
g^te.  They  say  that  six  or  seven-tenths  of  the  population  live  out- 
side this  gate.  The  city  inside  is  full  of  fields.  The  chapel  is  not 
far  from  the  gate,  not  in  the  principal  street,  but  in  a  busy  one.  It 
consists  of  two  rooms  thrown  into  one ;  and  there  are  two  other  rooms 
and  a  small  kitchen,  large  enough  for  present  use,  in  which  the  assist- 
ant and  his  wife  live.  As  rents  go  there,  the  rent  is  not  dear.  The 
yiao-yin  (agitating  reports),  have  all  passed  away  ;  if  we  were  now 
to  remove  to  another  place  we  might  revive  them.  I  think  it  will  be 
desirable  for  us  to  live  there  quietly  for  some  time,  till  we  are  well 
established.  I  should  much  like  to  spend  a  few  days  there ;  the 
people  are  pleased  to  listen  to  us. 

**  In  Ghin-kiang  on  Christmas  day,  Miss  Desgraz  had  a  grand 
Christmas  tree,  and  all  the  school-boys,  and  men  and  women  too, 
found  something  on  it  for  them.    We  had  some  hymns  together. 

"  Jan.  30th. — ^The  work  continues  uphill,  but  *  In  some  way  or  other 
the  Lord  will  provide.'  This  has  been  the  burden  of  my  song  for 
some  time  pasi^  as  has  also,  *  I  leave  it  all  with  Jesus.'  Do  you  know 
the  little  song  in  Philip  Phillips'  collection, '  The  Lord  will  provide.' 
It  is  very  simple.  I  learned'  it  from  Mr.  Donovan  when  I  was  up  the 
river,  and  have  been  much  helped  by  continually  singing  it  over  to 
myself.  We  lose  much  blessing  by  not  thinking  of  the  love  of  our 
Father.  The  much  serving,  even  serving  Him,  may  so  occupy 
us  as  to  exclude  Himself.  And  then  we  get  into  darkness — 
and  no  wonder.  It  is  night  when  the  sun  goes  down,  but  it  is  prac- 
tically just  as  much  night  if  we  exclude  his  rays.  Anything  that 
simply  reminds  us  of  Him,  and  of  His  constant  unvarying  care,  is  use- 
ful.   Look  at  this  little  song  if  you  do  not  know  it." 

MIqs  Potter  never  having  sufficiently  raUied  from  the 
illness  she  had  in  the  .  Mediterranean  Sea  on  her 
way  out,  to  master  the  language  and  throw  herself  into 
niissionaiy  work,  it  became  evident  that  it  would  be  better 
for  her  to  return  to  England.  She  was  accompanied  by 
Miss  Desgraz,  who  agreed  to  go  home  to  take  charge  of 
my  houshold  for  a  season.  They  left  Shang-hai  by 
French  mail  on  Feb.  6th.  Miss  Desgraz's  travelling 
expenses  were  of  course  defrayed  by  us.    She  will  thus 
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have  a  needed  change  without  expense  to  the  misaion 
funds,  and  we  shall  be  enabled  to  remain  the  longer  in 
China.     Miss  Potter  writes  that  they  had  had  a  splendid 
passage  as  far  as  Ceylon,  which  they  reached  on  Feb.  24th. 
She  says,  ''  So  many  priyileges  are  granted  us,  and  our 
passage  is  so  favourable,  that  one  can  but  trace  His  OTer- 
ruling  hand.     Up  to  the  present  our  passage  has  really 
been  splendid,  and  I  believe  that  He  will  show  us  His 
love  to  the  end.  .  .  .    Such  a  lovely  scene  is  before  us 
(at  Ceylon),  and  we  are  hoping  now  to  go  ashore.     Oh,  so 
delightful  it  would  be,  if  but  sin  and  its  consequences  were 
not  so  manifest.    And  one  feels  there  can  be  no  paradise 
again  without  the  presence  -of  the  Lord  Himself.     He  is 
keeping  me  so  peaceful  and  happy  in  the  prospect  of  going 
to  England,  even  though  it  involves  leaving  China.     My 
heart  is  not  removed  from  it,  and  I  feel  that  He  has  had 
some  wise,  though  it  may  be  hidden,  purpose,  in  allowing 
me  to  go." 

Tsiang  Soh-liang,  the  native  helper  whose  letter  from 
Kiu-chau  we  printed  in  0,  P.  No.  32,  p.  43-46,  and  of  whom 
an  account  was  given  in  No.  35,  was  married  in  C^iin-kiang 
to  King-tsia,  a  valuable  Christian  yoimg  woman,  daughter 
of  one  of  our  native  evangelists  who  died  at  Hang-chau 
last  year.  She  was  educated  in  the  g^l's  school,  formerly 
conducted  by  my  dear  wife  in  Hang-chau.  We  would  ask 
the  prayers  of  our  readers  for  this  young  couple,  that  they 
may  be  made  great  blessings  to  their  country  people.  They 
are  at  present  labouring  at  Yang-chau.  His  last  letter  to 
us  is  so  good  an  answer  to  the  sweeping  charge  sometimes 
made,  that  the  Chinese  are  destitute  of  heart,  and  incajmble 
of  gratitude,  that  we  give  a  translation  of  it : — 

^*  YangT'Cliaii,  Jan.  oth,  1874. — Befipected  and  loved  Mr.  and  Mra. 
Taylor, — Although  I  have  not  "written  to  you  for  a  long  time,  I  have 
daily  rememhered  and  prayed  for  you.   Ab  to  myself,  I  returned  ttwk 
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Hwny-chftu  in  the  7ih  moon,  and  went  to  Ta-t'imgfor  a  few  monthB 
as  70a  wished,  after  which  I  went  to  Qan-k^g  selling  books.  fVom 
there  I  came  down  with  Mr.  McCarthy  as  far  as  Nankin,  where  I 
spent  three  or  four  days  with  my  mother,  and  then  came  on  with  Mr. 
J  add  to  Chin-kiang,  after  a  few  days  aooompanying  Mr.  McCarthy 
to  North  T^ai-ohan.  Now  I  am  staying  in  Tang-chan.  The  mem- 
hers  here  are  now  mostly  reg^ar  in  their  attendance  on  Sunday,  and 
I  visit  them  in  their  homes.  Pray  for  us,  for  I  desire  that  the  Lord 
may  lead  us. 

''I thank  yon  very  mnoh,  Mr.  Taylor,  for  all  yoor  kindness  to  me. 
I  can  never  forget  it.  When  I  did  not  know  God,  you  taught  me  to 
seek  the  Saviour  as  my  Bedeemer.  When  I  went  astray,  you  led  me 
back  again,  and  I  thank  you,  for  yon  have  cared  for  my  soul 
and  my  body.  I  thank  Mr»  McCarthy  too,  for  he  has  taken  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  with  me.  He  has  taught  me  the  Scriptures,  and 
taught  me  how  to  serve  the  Lord.  Pray  for  me,  that  the  Spirit  may 
more  and  more  dwell  in  my  heart,  that  following  your  example,  I 
may  serve  Him.  I  thank  you  also  for  all  you  have  done  to  f aoUitate 
my  marriage.  I  was  anxious  that  it  should  not  be  delayed,  that  I 
mig^t  with  the  more  undivided  attention  serve  the  Lord. — Tsmra 

doH-LIAMO.'* 

Mr8.  McCarthy  was  oonfined  on  March  Sth,  and,  with 
her  fine  baby,  has  done  very  well  since.  Since  Miss  Des- 
graz  left,  Miss  Bowyer  has  been  taking  the  oversight  of  the 
school.  She  writes  to  Mrs.  Taylor  under  date  of  Feb. 
26th:— 

<<  I  quite  proposed  returning  to  Nankin  as  soon  as  Miss  Desgraz 
lefty  but  Mr.  McCarthy  asked  me  to  stay,  as  he  did  not  feel  equal  to 
the  extra  charge.  I  made  it  a  matter  of  prayer  before  deciding,  and 
while  thinking  of  the  responsibility  of  suddenly  taking  up  a  new 
work,  my  mind  was  directed  to  this  promise, '  I  will  notfail  thee  nor 
forsake  thee.'  I  was  satisfted,  and  believed  that  it  was  €k>d's  will 
thai  I  should  stay  on ;  and  indeed  the  promise  has  been  abundantly 
fulfiUed  to  me.  I  never  spent  a  happier  time,  and  at  each  moment's 
need  have  realised  help.  The  boys  have  behaved  very  well  indeed, 
and  have  given  no  trouble,  though  part  of  the  time  has  been  their 
holidays.  I  tried  as  far  as  possible  to  keep  them  a  little  employed^ 
and  we  had  reading  and  nnging  several  afternoons,  while  other  days 
they  went  out  for  a  walk.  Now,  of  coarse^  they  haveresmmed  lessooa 
again. 
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^*  Tflong  Ma-ma  is  reading  evexy  day,  and  is,  I  think,  really  trym^ 
to  get  on;  bnt  ahe  is  slow,  and  has  a  bad  memory.  She  washes  and 
maids  the  boys*  dlothes  very  well,  and  keeps  to  her  work.  I  hare 
kept  on  Miss  Desgraz*s  woman  for  my  own  use,  and  she  is  leanung 
to  read  qnite  quickly,  and  seems  interested  in  the  truth.  Kao  ICa- 
ma  (the  wet  nurse  of  the  motherless  child  of  one  of  our  helpers),  is 
also  learning,  whilst  Ai-ling  and  Mien-tu  (two  of  the  girls)  are  very 
good  in  helping  them  on.  I  want  to  know  more  of  the  neighlMniis, 
so  as  to  be  able  to  -visit  them.  So  far,  I  haye  been  well  receiyed,  and 
women  are  coming  here,  but  much  more  may  be  done  in  this  way 
in  time.  I  tell  you  these  particulars  because  I  think  they  will  interest 
yon.  I  was  being  encouraged  in  Nankin  before  I  left.  Many  doors 
were  opening  all  around,  but  the  work  is  the  same  eTerywhere,  and 
the  need  great  in  one  place  as  in  another." 

There  axe  at  present  four  candidates  for  baptism  in 
Chin-kiangy  and  sevetal  at  Ts^ing-kiang-p'u. 

HANG-CHAU. — The  work  at  this  station  continues 
steadily  to  progress.  While  the  removal  of  Mr.  McCarthy 
has  not  been  unfelt,  we  haye  abundant  reason  to  be  thank- 
ful that  this  step  was  taken,  and  this  not  merely  in  view  of 
his  great  usefuLiess  in  the  northern  stations,  but  also  as 
leading  to  a  distinct  stage  in  the  deyelopment  of  the  church 
there.  About  the  end  of  December,  the  pastor  Wong  Lsb- 
djiin  visited  the  out-stations  at  Kiu-chau  and  Lan-k4,  at 
each  of  which  he  baptized  one  of  the  candidates.  He  wrote 
on  Dec.  9th,  1873  :— 

<<  The  man  whom  I  baptized  at  Lan-ki  is  a  natiye  of  the  plaoe^ 
named  Dzing  Loh-tsing,  aged  46.  He  has  listened  with  attention  to 
the  gospel  for  several  years.  I  examined  him  as  a  candidate  Isst 
year,  but  then  deferred  his  reception;  but  this  time  there  seemed  to 
be  no  reason  for  further  delay.  He  has  long  set  apart  the  Lord's 
day  for  worship.  His  wife  used  to  make  tin-foil  articles  for  idola- 
trous uses ;  now  her  husband  has  induced  her  to  give  it  up,  and  do 
other  work.  He  himself  has  been  Di-pao  (constable)  for  ten  years 
and  was  rather  a  favourite  with  the  Mandarin ;  but  he  has  resigned 
the  position  because  inconsistent  with  a  Christian  walk.  His  religious 
ohange,  too,  is  well  known  to  all  his  olan^for  when  he  might  have  had 
his  share  in  the  proceeds  of  the  clan-property  in  the  first  half  of  tha 
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year,  he  gladly  gaye  it  up  [aa  its  reception  would  haye  involved  par- 
ticipation in  idolatrous  worship  of  ancestors]. 

**  In  Kiu-ohau,  on  Dec.  28th,  I  baptized  the  uncle  of  Teng-qiiing 
[our  native  assistant  there].  He  is  emgaged.  in  selling  medicines  for 
the  cure  of  opium-smoking,  and  does  not  live  far  from  the  chapel. 
Some  of  the  former  candidates  seem  to  have  drawn  back,  though  one 
observes  the  Lord's  day  at  his  home.  There  are  now  two  new 
inquirers." 

A  yeiy  interestizig  letter  has  just  been  received  by  Lse- 
djiin  £rom  the  man  baptized  in  Kiu-chau.  Business  took 
him  to  Ho-ka'o  (not  Hu-k'ao),  a  large  town  at  the  head  of 
the  river  navigation  of  that  part  of  Kiang-si  which  bor- 
ders on  Gheh-kiang.  He  availed  himself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  make  known  the  gospel,  and  with  such  success 
that  four  persons  appeared  to  have  received  it.  Thus,  in  a 
way  not  anticipated  by  us,  our  prayers  have  been  answered, 
and  the  gospel  has  spread  from  Kiu-chau  to  the  adjoining 
prefecture  in  Kiang-si,  Kwang-sinfu  (see  map  in  No.  34). 

On  Friday,  March  27th,  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Native 
Missionary  Association  was  held  in  Hang-chau.  Having 
70,000  cash  in  hand,  they  elected  one  of  their  number,  as 
their  evangelist,  to  be  sent  at  their  own  expense  to  some 
district  destitute  of  the  gospel.*  On  Sxmday,  March  29th, 
they  determined  to  attempt  the  opening  up  of  Yii-hang 
hien,  a  city  30  English  miles  west  of  Hang-chau.  On  the 
same  day  Wong  Lae-djiin  baptized  four  men,  and  there 
still  remain  several  hopeful  candidates  in  Hang-chau. 

SHAO-HING. — ^Mr.  Stevenson  has  furnished  me  with  an 
interesting  accoimt  of  the  work  here  from  the  commence- 
ment to  the  close  of  last  year  (see  page  199  et  seq).  In 
our  last  number  also,  we  dwelt  at  some  length  on  the  work 
at  this  station  and  the  connected  out-stations.    We  shall, 


*  An  account  of  this  meeting  will  be  found  on  page  194  of  this 
number. 
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therefore,  merely  add  now  that  we  liad  great  "pleasure  in 
witnessing  the  baptism  of  four  persons  on  Lord's  day,  the 
22nd  March.  Two  of  them  were  the  wife  and  daughter  of 
Mr.  Njing  from  Shing-hien,  now  on  a  risit  to  Mr.  Steren- 
son.  His  wife's  sister  and  mother,  who  were  there  with 
them,  appeared  to  have  found  rest  in  Christ.  One  of  the 
other  two  baptized  was  a  girl  in  Miss  Turner's  school,  and 
the  remaining  one  was  a  woman  who  has  been  hesitating 
from  weakness  of  faith  for  several  years,  lest  she  should  be 
imable  to  keep  free  from  participation  in  idolatry  while 
engaged  in  native  service,  but  has  at  length  cast  all  her 
burden  on  Christ. 

We  had  great  joy,  moreover,  in  taking  part  in  the  meeting 
for  the  setting  apart  and  recognising  of  Tsiang  Siao-fung 
as  assistant  pastor  of  this  and  the  associated  churches. 
In  gift,  in  grace,  in  acquaintance  with  the  Word,  and  in 
general  acceptance,  he  is  pre-eminently  qualified  for  the 
work  to  which  God  has  called  him.  Wong  Lee-djiin  from 
Hang-chau,  and  Nying  Sin-sang  from  Shing-hien  were 
present  and  took  part  in  the  service. 

NINOPO. — ^There  is  nothing  special  to  mention  of  the 
work  here,  but  we  would  thankfully  record  the  goodness 
of  God  in  preserving  our  mission  premises.  A  terrific  fire 
destroyed  a  large  part  of  the  street  in  which  our  house  and 
chapel  are  situated.  So  great  was  the  fire  as  to  extend  to 
both  sides  of  the  road,  and  the  very  next  house,  only  sepa- 
rated from  us  by  a  passage  a  yard  wide,  was  utterly 
destroyed.  This  manifest  providence,  like  the  similar  one 
in  Chin-kiang  a  few  years  ago,  has  not  failed  to  attract,  in 
some  measure,  the  attention  of  the  Chinese  to  Him  who  is 
able  to  save. 

NINGHAI* — ^We  recently  announced  the  opening  of  a 
new  station  in  Tsiang-shan  hien.    As  another  miiwian 
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soon  after  determined  on  working  the  place,  and  sent 
agents  there,  we  arranged  to  hand  oyer  our  premises  to 
them,  and  open  a  station  in  another  important  town,  Si* 
tien.    Mr.  Crombie  writes  on  Feb.  11th : — 

*'  I  have  given  up  the  Tsiang-shan  station.  Mr.  Galpin  paid  me 
the  rent  of  the  house  11,000  cash. 

*'  At  Si-tien  I  have  rented  a  house  formerly  used  as  a  grocer's 
ehop.  The  rent  is  ll^OOO  cash  (about  £2)  per  year,  paid  in  advance. 
1  have  also  secured  one  in  T'ien-t'ai  at  the  same  rent.  It  is  not  a 
very  suitable  one,  but  it  is  in  the  main  street.  It  also  was  formerly  a 
shop. 

**  1  have  asked  two  men  to  come  and  study  the  Scriptures  with  me 
for  a  time.  Hyiao-sin  from  Fung-hwa  (who  has  been  preaching  for 
some  time  on  the  Lord's  day,  while  working  at  his  business  during 
the  week),  and  a  man  from  ^0-z.  I  hope  soon  to  see  them  able  to 
fill  more  important  positions.  I  give  them  two  doUars  a  month 
(nine  shillings}  to  cover  the  expenses  of  their  board,  &c" 

Mr.  Crombie  has  gone  up  to  risit  Lan-k^i  and  Kiu- 
chau,  and  hopes  that,  ere  long,  he  may  be  able  to  make 
such  arrangements  as  will  admit  of  his  removing  to  the 
latter  oitj,  and  attempting  the  evangelization  of  the  vast 
unoccupied  district  around  it. 

T'AI-GHAU. — During  this  quarter  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eud- 
land  and  their  three  children  have  all  had  small-pox,  but 
through  mercy  have  been  brought  safely  through  it.  Two 
new  stations  have  been  opened  in  connexion  with  the 
work  in  the  hien  cities  Sien-kii  and  T'ai-p'ing.  We  re- 
cently  visited  the  latter  dty,  Din-tsi  and  Hwang-yen  hien, 
and  will  give  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  at  the  time : — 

**  I  left  T^ai-chau  on  Friday  night,  Jan.  16,  and  reached  Hwang- 
yen  on  Saturday  morning.  The  chapel  is  well  situated,  but  is 
neither  large  enough  nor  sufi&dently  private.  W6ng  Yi-hying,  the 
helper,  seemed  very  glad  to  see  me.  In  the  afternoon  we  left  for 
Dong-z,  where  the  Di-pao  lives  whose  wife  is  mentioned  in  The 
Miothen  Mother' a  Trouble,  We  walked  some  two  or  three  H  from  the 
village  to  her  house,  but  could  not  see  her.    We,  were  told  that  she 
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was  from  home.  Of  oonrse,  this  may  have  been  tme ;  but  we  wen 
not  welcomed  by  those  around,  nor  asked  into  the  hoofie,  so  I  fear 
that  all  is  not  right.  Unfortunately,  my  Chinese  oompanlona  were 
both  strangers  to  her  and  hers. 

"  Continuing  our  journey,  we  reached  Lu-gyido  at  dnak,  and  set 
out  for  the  Din-tsi  temple  (now  chapel)  on  foot.  It  is  some  10  li 
further.  Here  we  reoeived  a  very  warm  welcome.  On.  Sunday  we 
had  two  services,  not  yery  largely  attended,  as  the  people  did  not 
expect  us.  I  saw  the  two  candidates  for  baptism,  who  had  been 
examined  by  Mr.  Jackson,  and  Mr.  Rudland  and  myself  examine 
six  others.*  Several  traced  their  religious  impressions  to  the  eervioes 
conducted  by  Mr.  Jackson  when  the  temple  was  set  apart  for  the 
service  of  Qod. 

<*  On  Monday  evening  we  left  for  T'ai-p4ng  hien,  which  we  reached 
before  dawn.  It  was  market  day — ^their  markets  are  on  the  drds, 
t.0.,  3,  6,  9;  13,  16,  19;  23,  26,  29— nine  in  each  month.  Oh!  the 
crowds  of  people  that  JUled  the  main  streets,  the  eastern  Baburb, 
and  all  the  way  under  the  city  wall,  outside  the  city,  from  the  east  to 
the  south  gate.  We  walked  through  two  or  three  English  milee  of 
streets,  in  which  it  was  difficult  to  pass  along  from  the  crowds — 
sometimes  we  were  quite  brought  to  a  standstilL  Going  on  to  the 
west  grate,  I  ascended  the  city  wall,  and  returned  on  the  wall  to  the 
east  grate,  near  which  our  boat  was  moored,  going  round  the  norUi 
side  of  the  city.  Though  smaller  in  area  than  Hwang-yen,  it  is  moire 
densely  populated.  Indeed,  it  is  more  closely  packed  with  hooaea, 
and  has  less  vacant  space  than  any  dty  I  have  visited  in  China.  I 
could  but  sit  down  on  the  wall  and  pray  God  to  have  mercy  on  the 
people,  to  set  before  us  an  open  door,  and  to  open  many  hearts  to  the 
gospel  I  sent  our  friends  to  look  for  a  house.  They  found  two 
vacant,  but  neither  very  suitable. 

**  On  Wednesday  morning,  as  we  were  breakfasting  in  the  eating- 
house,  the  people  began  to  ask  many  questions.  Among  them  a 
young  man  showed  much  earnestness  in  inquiring  of  us,  and  in 
listening  to  what  we  said.  I  could  not  but  hope  that  he  was  one 
whose  heart  the  Lord  was  opening ;  I  think  we  shall  hear  of  him 
ag^ain.  On  our  way  back  to  the  boat,  I  went  into  the  City  Temple 
and  preached  to  a  little  knot  of  people  who  gathered  around  me ; 
some  appeared  to  listen  with  pleasure.    As  we  neared  the  boat,  we 

*  Since  my  visit,  six  others  have  given  in  their  names,  and  have 
been  examined  by  Mr.  Budland; 
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met  two  men  wlio  were  seeking  na  to  tell  us  of  ahonse  which  we  could 
TOit.  I  sent  the  men  to  see  it,  and,  finding  it  suitable,  we  took  it  at  a 
rent  of  1000  cash  (38.  9d.)  per  month.  The  men  met  two  womea 
-whose  deep  earnestness  to  leam  the  plan  of  salyation  much  moyed 
and  encouraged  them. 

"In  the  boat  I  had  the  like  encouragement.    An  old  man  of  72 
years  found  me — I  know  not  how — and  manifested  such  real  solici- 
tude as  I  hare  never  seen  exceeded  in  China.    I  asked  him  to  sit 
down  in  the  boat,  which  he  did  with  a  preoccupied  manner.     I  began, 
as  usual,  to  ask  him  his  name.    He  replied,  <  My  name  is  Dzing,  but 
the  question  which  troubles  me,  and  to  which  I  can  find  no  satisfac- 
tory answer,  is  this:  What  am  I  to  do  with  my  sins?'     *Yes,*  I 
answered,  'that  is  the  question  of  questions,  but  many  do  not  think 
of  it'  it  is  to  answer  this  question  that    GKkL   has  sent  us  mis- 
sionaiies  to  China.'    He  interrupted  me,  *  Our  scholars  say  there  is 
no  hereafter,  that  the  three  Wmg  and  six  Fah,  of  which  the  soul  is 
composed,  are  scattered  at  death;  after  which  there  is  no  personal 
existence.    But  I  cannot  think  that  it  is  so.'    *  Indeed  it  is  not  so,' 
I  said.    'After  death  comes  the  judgment ;  and,  after  the  judgment 
of  the  unsayed,  comes  hbll.'    'Ah!  yes,'  he  exclaimed,  ' I  know  it 
is  so  *  I  feel  it  is  so.     I  think  again  and  again  about  it,  and  I  don't 
know  what  is  to  be  done  with  my  sins.    I  pray  to  this  and  that  and 
the  other  of  our  gods'  (he  mentioned  a  long  string  of  them).    'I 
bum  incense  and  candles  when  I  can,  but  that  seems  to  leave  the 
question  of  sin  untouched.    Oh!  I  'm  very  old,  and  cannot  expect  to 
live  long ;  what  can  I  do  ?  what  am  I  to  do  with  my  sins  F* 

"  How  easy  it  would  have  been  at  home  to  say,  '  Believe  on  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved ;'  but  these  words  would 
have  had  no  meaning  to  him !  He  never  heard  the  words  Jesus  Christ, 
nor  would  he  have  known  their  import.  I  was  intensely  moved,  and 
while  I  raised  my  heart  to  Gk)d,  the  old  man  continued,  <  Some  people 
say,  abstain  from  all  animal  food.*  Must  I  live  on  vegetable  or 
mixed  diet  T  I  replied, '  There  is  no  merit  in  the  one,  nor  sin  in  the 
other.    Both  affect  the  stomach,  not  the  heart.' 

" '  Ah !  so  it  has  always  seemed  to  me ;  it  seems  to  leave  the  question 
of  sin  untouched.  Oh!  Sir,  I  lie  on  my  bed  and  think  and  think ;  I 
ait  in  the  day  time  and  think  and  think.    I  think  and  think  and  think 


•  A  popular  mode  of  fasting  in  China,  supposed  to  be  highly 
meritorious— Ist,  as  saving  animal  life ;  and  2nd,  as  tending  to  keep 
the  body  under. 
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agBin ;  but  I  eaimot  tell  what  ii  to  be  done  with  mj  aiiis.  I  aaa.  72 
jean  of  age.  I  cannot  expect  to  complete  the  decade.  To-daj 
knows  not  to-morrow'a  lot,  as  the  proTerb  says.  And,  if  thia  is  true 
of  all,  how  much  more  of  me.  Can  70a  tell  me  what  I  mnat  do  with 
my  sins  f* 

** '  I  can,  if  you  will  attend.  I  can  point  yon  to  the  only  tme  way 
of  escape  from  them.  Listen.  Yon  know  the  sayings,  'We  are 
HeaYcn-begotten,  Heaven-nonrished,  Hearen-fed.' 

(< '  Tme,  troe,'  said  he,  *  and  how  is  soch  mercy,  sach  goodness, 
such  g^raoe  to  be  recompensed  P  Our  scholars  say  we  need  only  to 
thank  Heaven  and  the  gods  at  the  end  of  the  year,  that  that  is  all 
that  is  needed ;  but  I  cannot  feel  satisfied  with  this.  I  do  not  see 
how  we  can  recompense  it.'  « 

'*  And  yon  do  not  know  the  half  of  what  there  is  to  gire  thanks  for. 
Thefavonrof  Heaven  can  never  be  recompensed.  The  tme  God  is 
indeed  a  Father,  and,  as  He  has  supplied  our  bodily  wants,  so  He  has 
met  our  spiritual  need.  He  saw  that  we  had  sins  which  we  oould 
not  deal  with,  and  sent  His  own  Son  to  be  our  Substitute  and  to  die 
for  us.  His  name  is  Jesus.  He  was  nailed  to  a  cross  of  wood  with 
four  nails,  one  in  each  hand  and  one  in  each  foot.  He  freely  gave  up 
His  life  for  us,  and  shed  His  blood  for  our  forgiveness.  What  you 
have  to  do  with  your  sins  is  to  accept  free  forgiveness  for  them  alL* 

''  'WillHe  forgive  my  sins?'  he  said.  'Yes,'  I  replied,  <He  was 
raised  from  the  dead  the  third  day,  and  ascended  into  Heaven,  a 
great  Saviour,  not  only  to  pardon  our  sins,  but  to  give  us  power 
against  sin.'  *  Ah!'  he  exclaimed,  *  and  what  can  we  do  to  reoosn* 
pensesuch  favour?'  'Nothing,'  I  answered,  'absolutely  nothing. 
It  must  be  received  as  freely  as  Gk>d's  other  gifts — ^life,  light^  rain, 
wind,  &c.' 

'<  He  seemed  to  feel  very  much  the  need  for  deliverance  from  the 
power  of  sin.  '  We  all  ^ow  what  we  ought  to  do,'  said  he  ; '  but 
who  can  do  it  ?  The  whole  course  of  the  world  is  wrong.  What  is 
government  but  fraud  ?  What  is  trade  but  fraud  F  What  is  life 
but  wrong  upon  wrong,  wrong  upon  wrong  ?  The  whole  world  is 
full  of  vanity  and  hoUownesB.'  Much  more  that  he  said  wasdeqply 
interesting  to  me.  The  question  of  sin,  how  to  get  rid  of  its 
thraldom  and  consequences,  he  was  agc»uzingly  alive  to.  I  directed 
him  to  John  iii.  14,  &c.,  Acts  iv.,  12,  Paul's  address  on  Mar's  Hill, 
our  Saviour's  words  to  the  disciples  after  the  rich  young  man  had 
gone  away,  &c.,  to  meet  questions  he  asked.  He  was  evidently  much 
comforted,  and  will  pray  I  doubt  not ;  but  he  was  quite  bewildered 
by  the  thought  that  his  only  precious  hope — 70  years'  idolatry—was 
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ntierly  worthleBa^  nay  more}  sinfal.  When  my  cinnpamoiiB  returned, 
he  lifitened  again  to  the  story  of  the  crosa,  and  retired  to  think 
calmly  over  what  he  had  heard,  greatly  delighted  on  learning  that 
we  had  rented  a  honse,  and  that  soon  two  colporteurs  would  be 
stationed  in  the  city.  Hay  Gtod  give  him  light  and  peace  through 
belieTing," 

Oh !  beloved  friends^  how  grateful  should  we  be  for  our 
gospel  privileges !  And  how  deeply  should  we  feel  the 
Bad  estate  of  those  who  are  destitute  of  them  all !  There 
are  yet  50  cities,  capitals  of  counties,  in  this  province 
alone,  as  destitute  of  the  gospel  as  T'ai-p'ing  was.  Each 
of  these  counties  has  its  many  iinwalled  towns  and  villages, 
and  contains  on  the  average  a  population  of  three  or  four 
hundred  thousand  souls — all  as  needy,  if  not  all  as 
awakened,  as  this  poor  old  man. 

'*  Shall  we  whose  souls  are  lighted 
With  wisdom  from  on  high, 
Shall  we  to  men  benighted 
The  lamp  of  life  denyT  " 

If  God  graciously  provide  the  men  and  the  means  (from 
£1500  to  £1800  annually,  in  addition  to  our  present  out- 
lay), we  may  very  soon  place  a  gospel  light  in  each  of  these 
dark  districts.  We  are  asking  God  for  this:  will  you  not 
join  your  prayers,  beloved  friends,  to  ours  ? 

Mr.  Eudland  has  just  spent  a  fortnight  in  the  out- 
stations  I  have  referred  to,  and  writes  on  March  23rd : — 

*'  I  examined  six  more  candidates  for  baptism  at  Din-tsi,  and  have 
never  seen  the  work  in  such  an  enoouzaging  state  in  China  before." 

WUN-CHAU. — Our  friends  will  be  glad  to  hear  that 
Mrs.  Jackson  has  sufficiently  recovered  to  warrant  her 
return  with  her  husband  to  Wun-chau.  Mr.  Stott  has 
been  working  on  alone  there  for  some  months,  and,  as  an 
extract  from  his  last  letter  will  show,  has  been  much  tried 
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by  opposition.    May  it  prove,  as  it  often  has  done,  the 
precursor  of  blessing.    He  writes  on  March  10th : — 

<*  The  work  Ib  looking  rather  baokwaid  at  present,  and  has  heen  so 
for  some  time.  During  the  last  six  months  or  so  we  hare  had  to 
enoonnter  a  great  deal  of  opposition  of  a  singularly  cunning  kind. 
For  a  time  the  chapel  and  book-shop  have  been  getting  but  few  yisitGra, 
and  almost  every  time  I  go  out  I  am  insulted  in  some  way.  The 
two  assistants  have  been  in  the  country  for  some  time;  I  ex|»ct 
them  in  about  the  end  of  this  week.  The  country  looks  more 
inyiting  for  work  than  the  city.  The  school  is  an  encooraging 
feature  at  present ;  we  have  sixteen  scholars,  mostly  fine  boys,  and 
doing  very  well.  I  hare  been  obliged  to  give  higher  wages  this 
year  to  the  teacher,  as  some  of  the  boys  are  a  good  way  on,  and  need 
a  better  teacher  than  formerly.    Our  health  remains  pretty  good." 


EEPOET  OF  THE  SECOND  ANNUAL  MEETING 
OF  THE  NATIVE  MISSIONAEY  ASSOCIATION 
AT  HANa-CHAU. 

The  Missionary  Meeting  at  Hang-chau  was  held  on  the 
afternoon  of  March  27th,  the  10th  of  the  Native  2nd  Moon. 

Wong  Lee-djiin  opened  the  proceedings  with  singing  and 
prayer,  and  then  read  Phil.  i.  3-6,  "I  thank  my  God,"  &c. 
After  making  some  appropriate  remarks  on  the  passage, 
he  applied  it  to  themselves,  pointihg  out,  that  thej,  like 
the  Philippian  Christians,  were  seeking  to  have  fellowship 
in  the  gospel,  and  urging  them  to  persevere  in  the  course 
they  had  commenced.  '^  It  was  God  who  had  conmienced 
this  good  work  in  them,  and  He  would  not  fail  them,  nor 
leave  His  work  unfinished."  He  sought  to  impress  on 
them  what  they  had  done  and  were  doing,  was  small,  it  is 
true,  but  yet  a  heginningy  from  which  they  should  hope 
much  might  yet  result. 

A  financial  statement  was  then  read,  from  which  ft 
appeared  that  the  balance  in  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the 
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year,  34,375  caah,  was  brought  up  by  interest  and  contri- 
butions to  the  end  of  the  past  year  to  66,594  cash.  Two 
donations  made  in  the  course  of  the  meeting  brought  this 
sum  up  to  70,000  cash,  about  ^58.00  at  4s.  6d.  each. 
Wong  LsB-djiin  then  called  on  Loh  Ah-ts'ih  (the  originator 
of  the  movement),  to  speak. 

Ah-ts*ih,  after  dwelling  on  the  blessings  that  we  have 
received  through  the  gospel,  referred  to  Boia.  z.  14,  15, 
''  How  shall  they  call  ou  Him,"  &c.  He  said  that  their 
object  in  starting  this  work  was  to  send  out  preachers,  that 
those  who  believed  not  might  hear  of  Him  who  came  to 
save  the  lost,  might  believe  in  Him,  and  calling  upon  the 
name  of  the  Lord  might  be  saved.  He  pressed  upon  them 
the  importance  of  immediate  action,  remarking,  '^  It  may 
with  a  good  deal  of  truth  be  urged,  that  our  funds  are 
yet  small,  and  that  if  we  appoint  an  agent,  we  cannot  hope 
permanently  to  support  him,  since  it  has  taken  more  than 
two  years  to  raise  70,000  cash.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
must  be  remembered,  that  the  coming  of  the  Lord  draweth 
nigh.  Should  He  return  in  a  few  months,  our  opportunity 
for  warning  sinners  will  have  passed,  and  the  money 
collected,  and  kept  stored  in  the  bank,  will  have  been  lost. 
Again,  suppose  that  all  our  money  he  used  up  in  one  year, 
if  through  its  use  but  one  soul  be  turned  £rom  the  error  of 
his  way  to  Jesus,  bought,  as  it  were,  from  eternal  woe  to 
eternal  bliss,  would  not  this  be  an  abxmdant  return? 
But  more  than  this,  we  may  reasonably  hope,  that  if  we 
actually  commence  work,  other  native  brethren  living  or 
labouring  in  more  distant  parts,  may  be  willing  to  have 
fellowship  in  the  work.  And  above  all,  we  must  ever  bear 
in  mind,  that  Christ  is  the  foundation  and  the  chief  comer- 
stone  of  all  true  work  for  Gk>d ;  and  we  must  set  about  our 
work  in  faith  in  Him.  It  will  be  of  little  use  for  us  to 
choose  a  man,  tmless  he  be  chosen  of  God ;  it  will  be  of 
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little  use  for  us  to  send  a  man,  unless  lie  be  sent  of  God. 
We  should,  therefore,  pray  that  we  may  be  g^ded  to  a 
right  judgment,  both  as  to  whom  we  should  send,  and  to 
which  of  the  many  cities  without  the  gospel  around  us,  we 
should  send  him.  He  would  conclude  by  asking  Mr. 
Taylor  to  address  them.'^ 

Mr.  Taylor  thanked  them  for  giving  him  the  privile^ 
and  pleasure  of  meeting  with  them*  It  had  been  his 
intention  to  join  them  in  the  12th  moon,  when  the  meeting 
was  to  haye  been  held,  but  his  illness  at  Fung-hwa  had 
hindered  his  coming ;  and  he  felt  grateful  that  they  should 
have  postponed  their  gathering  on  his  account.  He  told 
them  how  glad  he  had  been  when  he  first  heard  in  England 
of  the  commencemMit  of  their  effort.  He  exhorted  them 
not  to  be  discouraged  by  their  apparent  inadequacy  to  the 
burden  they  were  undertaking,  and  referred  to  the 
statistics  of  two  other  districts  where  our  mission  is  work- 
ing, to  show  how  that  with  the  effort,  increased  ability  is 
given,  the  sums  contributed  in  these  districts  having  rapidly 
increased.  In  Fung-hwa  and  its  associated  churches, 
weekly  offerings  were  commenced  in  1868,  about  a  year 
after  the  first  Fung-hwa  convert  was  baptized;  as  numbers 
were  added  to  the  church,  the  amounts  steadily  increased. 
The  total  sum  raised  for  all  purposes  up  to  April  1873,  was 
a  little  over  46,000  cash,  but  during  the  single  year  1873, 
the  contributions  amounted  to  37,500  cash,  a  sum  only 
8500  cash  less  than  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  five 
previous  years,  and  of  this  amount,  38,000  cash  was  given 
for  missions.  At  the  Shao-hing  circuit  of  stations,  like- 
wise, the  total  contributed  for  tiie  year  1872  was  about 
15,000  cash,  while  that  for  1873  exceeded  30,000  cash,  two- 
thirds  of  which  was  for  missions.  The  fetct  that  their  own 
donations  during  last  year  were  less  than  in  the  preceding 
one  was  not  surprising,  seeing  that  a  number  of  the  previous 
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donors  Lad  removed  to  a  distance,  while  others  had  finished 
their  earthly  course.  He  then  referred  to  the  blessing 
many  had  receiyed  through  giving  systematically  a  tenth 
of  their  income  to  the  Lord ;  and  as  an  instance  of  Ood's 
rewarding  faithful  stewardship,  he  adduced  a  case  in  which 
a  person  who  begun  by  giving  with  difficulty  5s.,  had  last 
year  been  enabled  to  give  £500  in  one  sum  with  more 
freedom  than  his  first  small  donation,  so  greatly  had  he 
been  prospered  by  GK)d.  He  proceeded  to  say,  that  he  was 
specially  thankful  that  they  were  about  to  commence 
actual  work  for  Gk)d.  There  was  a  needs  be.  Souls  were 
passing  away  beyond  recall.  He  had  recently  visited 
T'ai-p4ng  hien,  near  T'ai-chau,  and  while  there,  an  old 
man  who  had  never  heard  the  gospel  came  to  him,  saying 
he  was  72  years  old,  and  could  not  expect  to  live  till  80 
years ;  and  what  was  he  to  do  about  his  sins  ?  This  was  a 
thought  not  often  expressed  by  a  Chinaman.  And  many 
there  were  within  easy  reach  of  them,  who  would  not  live 
to  see  the  end  of  the  year,  and  what  were  the$f  to  do  about 
their  sins?  How  could  they  believe  on  Him  of  whom  they 
had  not  heard  ?  Were  they  aware,  that  the  province  of 
Oheh-kiang  alone  had  78  hien  (counties),  whose  capitals 
numbered  74fu  and  hien  cities?*  Of  these  cities,  24  have 
resident  native  or  foreign  labourers  for  Christ,  our  own 
mission  alone  having  stations  in  13 ;  other  missions  alone 
in  6 ;  while  in  5,  both  our  own  and  other  missions  were 
labouring.  But  50  cities — 4  prefectures,  and  46  hien — were 
yet  untouched.  North  of  the  Hang-chau  bay  and  the 
Ts'ien-t'ang  river  alone,  were  4  fu  and  20  hien  cities, 
representing  27  coimties,  all  without  the  gospel,  save  Hang- 
chau  fu,  and  Oan-kih  hien,  where  our  brother  Ziao-gyi  is 


*  Foot  of  the  fu  or  prefectaral  cities  each  embrace  within  their 
walla  t%co  hien  oitieB,  the  rest  ozJy  one  each. 
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labouring  alone.  Besides  these,  there  were  labourers  in 
3  towns  in  this  district— one,  our  own  station  at  Di-p'u ; 
one,  an  American  Baptist  station ;  and  one,  an  American 
Presbyterian'station — but  who  could  count  the  hundreds  of 
towns  and  Tillages  destitute  of  witnesses  for  Christ  in  these 
27  counties  alone  ?  Mr.  Taylor  then  engaged  in  prayer 
that  they  might  all  be  brought  to  one  mind  as  to  whom 
they  should  select  as  their  first  agent. 

Ah-ts'ih  then  spoke  again.  ''  They  were  not  prepared," 
he  said,  ''  to  propose  then  a  location  for  their  first  work ; 
the  primary  question  as  to  who  should  be  the  workman 
haying  first  to  be  determined.  It  was  very  desirable  that 
their  agent  should  be  one  known  and  valued  not  only  in 
Hang-chau,  but  also,  if  possible,  in  other  and  more  distant 
stations.  This  would  render  more  probable  the  fellowship 
they  hoped  to  receive  from  such  places.  In  the  providence 
of  God,  they  had  among  them  a  brother  who  fulfilled  these 
conditions,  Tsiang  Laang-yiiong,  and  he  proposed  him  aa  a 
suitable  person,  requesting  the  members  by  a  show  of 
hands  to  indicate  their  judgpment  for  or  against  him."  He 
was  at  once  chosen  without  dissent ;  and  Ah-ts'ih  gave 
thanks  to  Qod,  asking  a  blessing  on  him  and  his  work, 
liang-yiiong  being  asked  by  Wong  Sin-sang  whether  he 
was  prepared  to  accept  the  invitation,  repHed  in  the 
affirmative ;  though  if  some  one  could  be  found  to  co- 
operate with  him,  he  would  much  prefer  it»  It  was  then 
suggested  that  the  location  for  their  first  efforts  be  made  a 
matter  for  prayer  until  the  Lord's  day,  when  they  would 
meet  again  to  come  to  a  decision.  The  meeting  was  then 
concluded  by  a  hymn. 

In  accordance  with  the  above,  the  decision  was  arrived  at 
on  the  Lord's  day,  to  attempt,  in  the  first  instance,  the 
opening  of  the  hien  city  of  Yu-hang,  about  90  U  (30  miles) 
from  Hang-chau. 
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MB.  STEVENSON'S  REPORT. 

'*Seao-hino,  January  1874. 
^*  Deab  Mb.  Taylob, 

'*  I  will  try  to  give  you  the  account  of  my  work  in  CShina  which  you 
request. 

"  Mrs.  Steyenson  and  I  reached  Shang-hai  on  the  6th  of  February 
1866,  and  proceeded  to  Ning-po,  where  we  were  receiyed  with  kind 
hospitality  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lord. 

'*  I  look  back  with  great  pleasure  on  the  few  months  I  spent  in 
Ning-po,  for  I  found  an  immediate  opening  for  usefuhiess  in  itinera- 
ting with  our  natiye  brother  Tsiu  Sin-sang.  Fart  of  each  day  was 
spent  in  study  at  home,  but  I  likewise  spent  some  hours  in  going  with 
him  to  the  city,  suburbs,  villages,  and  temples  in  the  neighbourhood. 
As  people  collected  to  see  the  foreigner,  Mr.  Tsiu  had  a  good  oppor- 
tunity of  preaching  to  them.  I  found  this  also  a  great  help  to  myself 
in  gaining  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  language,  which  was,  of 
course,  my  first  object  at  the  time.  I  soon  began  to  understand  a  good 
deal  that  was  said,  and  became  g^radually  more  and  more  able  to  take 
part  in  conversation  myself.  Well  do  I  remember  what  pleasure  I 
felt  when,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  I  was  first  able  to  say  a  little 
about  Jesus. 

**  On  the  23rd  of  May  1866,  just  three  days  before  the  sailing  from 
London  of  the  party  in  the  *  Lammermuir,'  I  reached  Shao-hing  for 
the  first  time  with  Mr.  Meadows  and  Fdng  Neng-kwe,  who  had  kindly 
accompanied  me.  I  had  heard  in  Ning-po  of  a  large  prefectural 
city  about  100  miles  distant,  in  which  no  work  for  Christ  was  being 
done  ;  and  it  was  laid  as  a  burden  on  my  heart  that  I  should  go  there, 
see  the  city  for  myself,  and  if  it  seemed  desirable,  and  GK>d  opened 
the  way,  take  a  house  there  for  my  future  abode.  The  sight  of  the 
fine  city,  which  contains  some  400,000  inhabitants,  and  of  the  well- 
watered  and  populous  plain,  estimated  to  contain  2,000,000  of  souls, 
was  well  calculated  to  deepen  my  desire  to  preach  Christ  among  them. 
As  early  as  the  third  day  after  our  arrival,  my  way  was  made  plain, 
for  we  were  prospered  in  securing  a  house.  The  deed  of  rental  was 
an  amusing  one,  highly  characteristic  of  the  Chinese.  Being  strangers, 
we  had  of  course  no  means  of  knowing  the  names  of  those  with  whom 
we  were  dealing ;  but  discovered  in  after  days  that  every  name  in  the 
deed  was  fictitious !  The  object  of  this  was  to  leave  no  proof  as  to 
who  the  individuals  were  who  had  taken  part  in  the  transaction, 
should  the  Mandarins  make  trouble  about  the  house  having  been 


200 

rented  to  foreignen.  Haviog  paid  orer  the  deposit-moiiey,  ire 
became  the  tenants,  and  the  landlotd  neither  met  na  nor  made  any 
difficulty  afterwards.  Though  the  hooae  was  then  rented,  I  did  not 
remove  into  it  until  the  great  heat  of  the  sommer  was  past ;  missionaiy 
operations  have  been  carried  on  since  September  5th,  when  pnUie 
preaching  was  commenced. 

'*  The  city  of  Shao-hing  suffered  in  common  with  many  other  citiefl 
daring  the  rebellion,  bat  it  had  already  sufficiently  recorered  itself  to 
rerify  its  name,  which  means  '  perpetual  prosperity.'  Our  house  was 
admirably  situated  for  evangelistic  purposes,  being  at  the  junction  of 
four  roads,  hard  by  a  well-known  bridge,  the '  Hyiang-gyiao,'  or  *  In- 
cense Bridge.'  Passengers  and  boatmen  passing  up  and  down  the 
canal  could  not  but  notice  the  five  large  characters  over  our  mission- 
room  ;  and  before  long  the  name  of  the  bridge  and  that  of  the  chapel 
became  almost  synonymous.  From  the  first  opening  of  this  room 
until  the  present  time  the  audiences  have  been  uniformly  g^od.  We 
soon  found  that  the  people,  though  spiritually  dark,  were  far  from 
being  so  intellectually.  They  were  by  no  means  prepared  to  take  oar 
statements  for  granted,  but  were  fond  of  using  argumcmts,  and  these 
at  times  very  ingenious  and  subtle.  They  would  put  deep  questions, 
such  as, '  the  origin  of  evil  P' '  the  entrance  of  sin  into  the  world  f ' '  the 
propriety  and  utility  of  prayer  P'  &c.  &o. ;  at  other  times  they  would 
arrive  at  false  conclusions  by  false  reasoning,  so  that  our  meetings, 
far  from  being  tame  or  prosy,  were  often  enlivened  by  sharp  discus- 
sions. Of  course  we  had  the  usual  experience  of  '  yiao-yin'  (agitating' 
rumours),  and  a  little  school  which  we  had  commenced,  was  com- 
pletely broken  up  by  them.  We  were  mercifully  preserved  from 
personal  injury,  and  our  evangelistic  work  was  not  inteifered  with. 
We  had,  too,  the  not  unusual  disappointment  caused  by  apparently 
hopeful  professions  made  by  persons,  who  eventually  proved  utterly 
unworthy  of  confidence.  Nevertheless,  all  our  inquirers  were  not 
such.  As  early  as  November,  only  two  months  after  the  chapel  was 
opened,  an  old  man,  aged  61,  a  teacher,  became  interested  in  the 
truth,  who  was  baptized  a  year  and  a-half  afterwards,  and  still  lives 
a  consistent  Christian  life. 

{To  be  eantinued.) 
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CHINA  INLAND  MISSION. 


ESTABLISH  kD  for  the  eyangelization  of  districts  away  from  the 
ports,  and  evezitaallj,  if  possible,  of  all  the  wholly  imoocTipied 
proTinces. 

PBESENT  Staff  of  the  Mission :  One  hundred  and  two  labourers, 
vix.^  Missionaries  and  their  wiyes,  thirty-five;  together  with 
sixty-three  male  natire  assistants,  and  four  native  Bible- women. 

STATIONS  and  Out-Stations,  oyer  forty  in  which  there  are  resident 
labourers.  Many  other  places  are  reached  by  itinerant  efforts,  in 
some  of  which  there  are  converts. 

LONDON  ADDRESS:  6  Pyrland  Boad,  Newington  Green,  Lon- 
don, N.,  where  can  be  obtained  the  Publications  of  the  Mission ; 
and  Photographs  of  the  Missionaries, — ^Prioe  6d.  each. 

BAN  lUSKS— London  and  County  Bank,  Lombard  Street.  All 
CHEQUES  should  be  crossed  London  and  County  Bank. 

POST-OFFICE  ORDERS  should  be  made  payable  to  Righabd 
HiLRBiB  Hill,  at  the  Newington  Green  Road  Post  Office. 

IN  consequence  of  the  considerable  reduction  lately  made  in  the 
charge  for  Fo9t  Offigb  Obdbbs,  and  to  ensure  {greater  eafetpf  it  is 
respectfully  suggested  that,  where  practicable,  even  small  sums 
may  be  remitted  in  this  way. 

FRIENDS  intending  the  whole  or  part  of  their  donations  for  the 
personal  use  of  any  member  of  the  Mission  will  be  kind  enough, 
when  writing,  very  clearly  to  express  their  wishes. 

Thb  OCCASIONAL  PAPERS  are  sent  post  free  to  donors  and 
friends  of  the  Mission.  Those  desiring  to  pay  for  them  can 
cover  the  cost  and  postage  for  one  year  oy  enclosing  sixpence  in 
stamps  to  6  Pyrland  Road,  Newington  Green,  London,  N. 

MISSIONART  BOXES,  free  on  application. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

"CHINA:    ITS  SPIRITUAL  l^ED  AND  CLAIMS." 

With  Appendix  and  Illustrative  Maps.     Price  6d.,  doth  Is.    By 
the  Rev.  J.  Hudson  Tatlob,  M.R.C.S.,  F.R.G.S. 

"  CHINA  ft  THE  CHINESE : "  an  Address  to  the  Young.  Price  Id. 
By  the  Rev.  J.  Hudson  Taylob. 

**  SUMMARY  of  the  Operations  of  the  China  Inland  Mission,"  with 
Map.    By  the  Rev.  J.  Hudson  Tatlob. 

*'  OCCASIONAL  PAPERS." 

Set  of  three  Vols.,  doth  28.,  paper  covers  Is.  Postage,  3d.  for  each 
volume. 
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6  Pv&UiSn)  Road,  "SmnsKnour  Gbesst, 
Deab  Fbiends,  London,  N.,  Oet.  23,  1874. 

Whilst  we  have  been  preparing  to  go  to  press,- Mr. 
Hudson  Taylor  has  returned  to  this  country.  We,  how- 
ever, give  his  communication  in  its  usual  place^  as  it 
reached  us  by  poet. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Badlands  with 
their  three  children,  and  four  of  the  McCarthy's,  reached 
Marseilles  on  the  12th  inst.  Mrs.  Budland,  being  too  un- 
well to  travel  without  breaking  the  journey,  remained  with 
Mrs.  Taylor  for  a  day  in  Paris,  reaching  London  on  Friday, 
the  15th  inst.,  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Eudland  arriving  on 
the  previous  day. 

All  the  party  seem  much  fatigued  and  in  urgent  need 
of  rest.  They  also  need  much  sympathy ;  Mrs.  Eudland's 
illness,*  the  sickness  of  Mr.  Taylor's  children,  and  the  sad 
disappointment  of  not  once  more  seeing  Miss  Blatchley, 
tidings  of  whose  departure  had  not  reached  them  before 
leaving  China,  are  all  felt  to  be  trials,  though  not  un- 
mingled  with  many  causes  for  thankfulness. 

You  will  have  observed  a  fly-leaf  appended  to  the  last 
Oecasianal  Paper,  containing  a  brief  notice  of  the  depar- 
ture of  our  dear  sister,  Miss  Blatchley.  We  had  hoped 
that  some  account  might  have  been  given  in  this  number 
of  her  interesting  life  and  valuable  mission  work  in  China, 

*  Our  sister  fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  October  23rd,  very  shortly  after 
her  return  to  England.  Her  remams  were  laid  in  the  Abney  Park 
Cemetery  on  the  26th. 
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but  the  necessary  material  for  sucli  a  sketch  has  not  been 
at  hand.  It  is  probable  that  at  some  future  time  a  little 
volume  may  be  published,  containing  some  of  her  letters, 
poems,  and  hymns,  to  which  would  be  added  some  details 
of  her  devoted  life.  The  Lord  did  not  see  fit  to  grant  her 
earnest  desire  once  more  to  see  Mr.  Taylor,  and  to  give 
back  into  hie  hands  his  four  dear  children,  over  wliom  she 
had  so  faithfully  and  tenderly  watched  for  so  many  years. 
But,  though  this  had  been  her  unceasing  prayer,  she  most 
sweetly  submitted  to  God's  will ;  and,  throughout  her  long 
and  painful  illness,  was  kept  in  perfect  peace,  her  mind 
stayed  on  Him.  She  fell  asleep  on  the  night  of  Saturday, 
July  25th,  and  her  remains  were  laid  in  the  Highgate 
Cemetery  on  Thursday,  the  dOth. 

We  would  commend  to  your  prayers  Mrs.  Duncan,  who 
for  ten  months  was  her  kind  and  unwearied  nurse,  and  whose 
health  has  suffered  in  consequence.  She  is  now  in  Scotland 
with  her  mother,  taking  the  rest  she  so  greatly  needed. 

The  pages  of  the  present  Oeeasumal  Paper  contain  news 
from  most  of  the  stations,  and  our  readers  cannot  fail  to  be 
struck  with  the  remarkable  ntimber  of  conversions  which 
the  missionaries  are  able  to  record,  besides  several  cases  of 
hopeful  inquirers. 

This  occurs  at  a  time  when,  from  pecuniary  and  other 
reasons,  there  have  been  unusual  trials,  which  is  accepted 
by  them  as  a  token  that,  whatever  they  may  be  called  to 
suffer  for  Christ's  sake,  the  pleasure  of  the  Lord  is  pros- 
pering in  their  hands. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson,  with  their  five  children,  as  also 
announced  on  the  fly-leaf  attached  to  our  last  number, 
arrived  on  the  27th  July,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  their 
health.  Mr.  Stevenson  has  been  holding  some  meetings 
in  Scotland,  in  company  with  Mr.  Williamson. 

Yours  sincerely  in  Christ, 

E.  H.  Hill,         )  _      ^ 
Henry  Soltatj,   j  ^'^'  ^'''' 
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"  The  Lord  is  my  shepherd ;  I  shall  not  want." — Psa.  xxiii.  1. 

Well  did  the  royal  Psalmist  know  what  the  duties  of  a 
shepherd  were.  Like  Moses,  he  had  learned  by  expe- 
rience the  constant  care,  laborious  toil,  and  willingness 
oft-times  to  face  personal  danger,  with  which  an  Eastern 
shepherd  must  tend  his  flock.  David  was  no  hireling ;  with 
his  own  hand  he  slew  the  lion  and  the  bear,  to  protect  and 
rescue  the  flock.  Thus  he  gained  the  experience  of  G-od's 
faithfulness,  which  stood  him  in  such  good  stead  when  the 
giant  defied  the  armies  of  Israel.  He  knew,  then,  that  a 
good  shepherd  would  feed  and  provide  for  his  flock,  would 
lead  and  guide  them,  would  interpose  himself  between 
them  and  danger,  would  not  sleep  at  his  post.  The  words 
of  the  aged  Jacob  must  have  been  famiHar  to  him :  ''  God, 
before  whom  my  fathers  Abraham  and  Isaac  did  walk, 
the  Gk)d  which  fed  (literally  'shepherded^)  m.Q  aXLmj hie 
long  unto  this  day,  the  Angel  which  redeemed  me  from 
all  evil,  bless  the  lads."  He  knew  how  truly  God  had  ful- 
filled His  promises  to  Jacob.  He  knew  what  Otod  was 
then  to  himself,  what  He  is  now,  and  ever  will  ^0  to  all  His 
people.  And  knowing  it  experimentally  he  was  used  of 
God  to  declare  for  our  instruction  and  comfort,  ''  The  Lord 
is  my  shepherd ;  I  shall  not  want." 

The  LoBD  is  my  shepherd!  Infinite  in  wisdom,  un- 
bounded in  resources,  no  human  needs  are  ever  unforeseen 
by  Him,  though  they  may  often  take  us  by  surprise ;  and 
no  circumstances  can  ever  be  difBicult  for  Him  to  deal  with. 
**  The  Lord  is  my  shepherd."  It  is  the  unchanging  present 
**  The  Lord  is  my  shepherd."  Large  as  is  His  flock,  various 
as  are  their  positions  and  needs,  I  have  a  special,  personal 
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relationship  to  Him,  and  He  to  me.  His  eye  is  ever  upon 
me :  nothing  that  concerns  ine  is  unknown  to,  or  uninter- 
esting to  Him.  The  fondest  mother,  who  treasures  in 
memory  the  fleeting  smile  of  her  infant,  never  thinks  of 
counting  the  hairs  of  his  head ;  but  the  very  hairs  of  m^ 
head  are  all  numbered.  Not  a  sparrow  falls  to  the  ground 
without  His  notice ;  how  much  more  does  the  Lord  care  for 
me  whom  He  piirchased  with  His  own  precious  Uood? 
'*  The  Lord  is  my  suephebd."  The  supply  of  all  my  need 
is  therefore  ensured ;  the  guidance  I  require  is  guaran- 
teed, protection — not  from  trial,  danger  and  sorrow,  but  in 
them,  itom  all  evil — is  made  certain ;  and  on  these  blessings 
I  can  depend  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  for  "the  Shep- 
herd of  Israel  neither  slumbers  or  sleeps."  How  true  tken, 
how  natural,  how  inevitable  is  the  conclusion  the  Psalmist 
draws  from  these  premises ; ''  I  shall  not  want," — I  shall 
have  no  lack, — shall  not  fall  short  of  any  good  thing. 
''  No  good  thing  will  He  withhold  from  them  that  walk 
uprightly." 

And,  beloved  friends,  we  too  may  each  of  us  individually, 
with  the  same  appropriating  faith  which  P^vid  had,  take 
the  Lord  for  our  shepherd,  and  draw  the  same  conclusion 
as  he  did.  We  i^an  only  do  so,  in  as  far  as  we  give  our- 
selves wholly  up  to  Him,  to  submit  to  His  rule,  to  accept 
unhesitatingly  His  discipline. 

But  doing  this,  how  safe,  how  sure,  how  blessed  is  our 
position !  We  cannot  be  forsaken ;  we  cannot  be  put  to 
shame.  In  time  of  drought  we  shall  be  satisfledj;  and  we 
shall  learn  by  blessed  experience,  through  the  teaching 
of  the  Spirit,  to  see  in  difficulties  and  obstacles  platforms 
for  the  manifestation  of  Qod's  faithfulness,  and  power,  and 
love. 

More  than  eight  years  have  elapsed  since  the  Lammer* 
nuir  party  sailed  from  London,  in  the  faith  that  theVLoBi> 
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was  our  shepherd.  And  indeed  He  has  proved  so.  In 
joximeyings  oft,  and  in  the  opening  up  of  more  than  forty 
stations  and  out-stations,  through  His  protecting  eeae,  no 
life  has  been  lost,  and  a  wonderful  measure  of  peace  has 
been  enjoyed.  Often  as  our  faith  has  been  tried  as  to 
funds,  the  Lobd  has  proved  faithful.  Beloved  brethren 
and  sisters  have  been  marvellously  helped  when  brought 
very  low.  One  brother  in  the  absence  of  fiinds  was  sus- 
tained for  days  (if  not  weeks)  by  presents  of  food  from  the 
heathen  Chinese.  Another  brother  and  sister  were  tided 
over  a  difficulty  by  a  birthday  present  made  to  their  child 
by  a  native  Christian.  A  third  was  sustained  for  a  time  by 
money  given  him  by  a  native  helper,  who  had  raised  it  by 
pawning  his  owil  clothes.  A  fourth  in  great  need  re- 
ceived a  present  of  money  £rom  a  native  sister,  who  in  a 
dream  was  directed  to  help  them,  and  was  helped  on 
several  other  occasions  in  ways  equally  marked.  Continu- 
ally do  I  receive  letters  telling  me  how  opportunely  the 
supplies,  which  Ood  has  ministered  through  me,  have 
come  to  hand.  Sympathy  has  not  been  excited  by  the  pub- 
lishing of  these  letters,  nor  has  our  need  been  made  known 
to  man,  but  to  Ood  alone.  There  are  more  than  a  hundred 
labourers  connected  with  the  mission,  counting  the  mission- 
aries and  their  wives  and  the  native  helpers.  Sometimes 
for  weeks  together,  I  have  not  had  a  dollar  of  mission 
money  in  hand ;  yet  in  His  own  good  time  the  needed 
supplies  have  come.  Brethren  with  their  families  have 
urgently  needed  to  return  to  England  when  there  have  been 
no  funds  in  hand  even  for  the  ordinary  outlay  of  the  mission ; 
prayer  has  been  made,  and  in  remarkable  ways  which  we 
cannot  now  detail,  the  Lord  has  supplied  the  means.  We 
have  ever  found  it  a  safe  thing,  and  a  blessed,  to  trust  in 
the  living  God. 
A  very  important  question,  however,  was  suggested  by 
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these  frequent  and  increasingly  severe  trials  of  faith. 
Were  we  to  [look  on  them  merely  as  trials  of  faith? 
or  to  learn  from  them  that  the  Lord  would  not  have  us  to 
attempt  any  further  extension  of  the  work  at  the  present 
time  ?  We  waited  much  on  (Sod,  and  frequently  asked  His 
guidance  with  reference  to  this  point.  The  word  seemed 
clear,  '^  Go  ye]  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to 
every  creature;"  and  we  felt  we  must  seek  to  spread 
the  knowledge  of  His  name,  to  the  utmost  extent  of  our 
ability.  Now'all  experience  has  proved  that  to  do  effective 
work  among  the  Chinese  converted  natives  are  needed. 
My  original  proposal  was,  therefore,  to  locate  as  soon  as 
possible  two  foreign  missionaries,  and  (at  least)  two  native 
brethren  in  each  unoccupied  province ;  that  they  might 
gather  a  native  church,  from  which  the  gospel  might  even- 
tually spread  over  the  whole  district,  much  in  the  way  in 
which  our  work  in  the  Cheh-kiang  province  has  radiated 
from  Ning-po  and  Hang-chau  as  bases  of  operation.  The 
time,  too,  appeared  to  be  drawing  near  for  taking  steps  in 
this  direction.  Gk>d  had  given  us  men  from  two  of  the  un- 
occupied provinces  as  church  members  and  helpers.  Then 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judd  returned  to  China,  November  6th, 
1873,  accompanied  by  Miss  Bo¥Qrer  and  our  two  young 
brethren,  Taylor  and  Bailer.  But  in  view  of  the  young 
men's  need  of  a  quiet  place  to  commence  the  study  of  the 
language,  it  seemed  best  for  Mr.  Judd  to  go  first  to  Nan- 
kin, where  we  had  suitable  premises  unoccupied,  and  to 
wait  on  God  for  further  direction.  During  the  latter  part 
of  November,  December,  and  the  first  part  of  Januaiy,  I 
asked  the  Lord  to  make  it  specially  clear  whether  He  would 
have  us  prepare  to  work  in  some  of  the  new  provinces  or 
not,  and  also  whether  we  should  seek  to  occupy  more  sta- 
tions in  Cheh-kiang.  My  mind  was  assured  that  we  ought 
to  do  both,  and  I  felt  much  drawn  out  in  prayer  to  ask  the 
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Lord  to  give  us  fifty  or  a  hundred  additional  native  evan- 
gelists, and  as  many  foreign  brethren  to  superintend  them 
as  He  saw  needed,  to  extend  the  work  into  every  unoccu- 
pied department  and  county  of  Gheh-kiang — and  there  were 
fifty  of  them ; — and  also  for  men  and  means  to  extend  our 
work  into  the  nine  unoccupied  provinces.  These  provinces 
contain  probably  180  millions  of  un-evangelized  Chinese, 
and  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  aboriginal  tribes  like  the 
X&rens  of  Burmah. 

While  thus  waiting  on  the  Lord  in  China,  He  was  put- 
ting it  into  the  heart  of  one  of  His  stewards  at  home  to 
devise  and  execute  liberal  things  for  the  spread  of  His 
gospel.  A  letter  was  written  to  one  of  the  Hon.  Sees,  of 
the  Mission,  Ifr.  Hill,  dated  December  5th,  1873,  from 
which  I  venture  to  quote.  **  My  dear  Sir, — ^I  bless  God, 
in  two  months  I  hope  to  place  in  the  hands  of  your  Council 
of  arrangement,  fbr  the  further  extension  of  Liland  China 
Mission  work,  £800.  Please  remember  for  fretih  pro- 
vinees."  And  in  due  time  thia  generoua  donation  was 
paid  in. 

Need  I  say  that  when  a  copy  of  this  letter  reached  us  in 
China  two  months  later,  it  caused  our  hearts  to  sing  for 
joy.  And  now  ''  assuredly  gathering  that  the  Lord  had 
called  us  for  to  preach  the  gospel  unto  the  regions 
beyond,"  Mr.  Judd  has  secured  premises  in  Wu-ch*ang, 
the  capital  city  of  Hu-peh  and  Hu-nan — the  latter,  one  of 
the  unoccupied  provinces.  He  will  superintend  the  for- 
mation of  a  Western  Branch  of  the  China  Inland  Mission. 

Again,  Grod  has  very  manifestly  laid  the  evangelization 
of  their  native  province  on  the  hearts  of  two  of  our  Hu- 
nan converts — the  heart  of  one  of  them  especially  seems 
all  on  fire  to  effect  this  object; — and  we  cannot  but  hope 
that  they  may  prove  chosen  vessels,  honoured  agents  in  this 
great  work ;  and  the  province  of  Hu-nan  wiU  probably  be 
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one  of  the  first  attempted.  It  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most 
difficult  in  China  to  commence  work  in.  Will  not  our 
readers  help  us  by  their  earnest  prayers  ?  The  task  really 
is  a  mighty  one,  and  the  difficulties  can  scarcely  be  ex- 
aggerated. But  we  know  who  holds  the  key  of  David. 
When  He  opens  none  can  shut ;  when  He  shuts  none  can 
open. 

**Thy  Kingdom  come." 

J.  Hudson  Tayix)iu 


RECENT  INTELLIGENCK 

WUN-CHAD — ^We  have  cheering  tidings  from  Wun- 
chau  (and  indeed  from  most  of  our  stations),  of  increased 
tokens  of  blessing.    Mr.  Stott  writes : — 

April  20th. — **  I  have  just  returned  from  the  chapel,  where  we 
have  had  one  of  the  most  encouraging*  services  I  have  seen  for  many 
a  day.  The  chapel  was  full ;  Din-k'ying  and  I  preached  for  a  long 
time  to  an  interested  audience.  Things  have  been  looking  a  littJeniore 
hopeful  than  they  have  been  for  a  year  or  more  past.  To-day  a  man 
from  F'ing-yang  hien,  stood  up  in  our  book-shop,  and  told  nearly 
100  people  that  he  had  bought  some  books  here  last  year,  telling 
them  much  that  he  remembered,  but  the  sweetest  thing  he  said 
was,  that  there  was  salvation  from  sin  by  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God,  and  that  those  who  were  saved  by  Him  would  live  for  ever 
with  Him  in  heaven. 

Hay  11th. — ''We  had  fine  services  through  the  feast  of  the  3td 
moon,  and  the  congregations  continue  good.  Yesterday  was  Sunday, 
and  in  the  afternoon  especially  there  was  a  large  attendance.  The 
Viceroy  of  the  province  is  expected  here  in  a  few  days,  and  all  tiie 
soldiers  of  the  different  counties  of  this  prefecture  are  here  drilling. 
Sometimes  they  come  in  and  fill  the  chapel  to  the  door ;  and  many  of 
them  listen  attentively." 

T'AI-CHAU  FU.— The  work  is  quietly  progressing  in 
the  six  stations  of  this  district.  At  the  temple  at  Din-tsi 
there  are  now  17  candidates  for  baptism  j  a  daj*school  has 
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been  opened  there  for  the  children  of  the  villagers  round ; 
the  teacher  will  also  instruct  the  candidates  at  night,  and 
conduct  the  services  on  the  Lord's  day.  Mr.  Budland 
writes : — 

*'  I  have  JQst  paid  another  Tiait  to  Din-tsi ;  and  as  there  were  but 
few  outsiders  present  at  the  senrioesy  on  account  of  the  pressure  of 
work  in  the  rice  fields^  we  had  the  better  opportunity  of  a  quiet  Sun- 
day with  the  candidates,  most  of  whom  were  present.  I  examined 
one  new  candidate,  the  elder  brother  of  the  man  to  whose  wife  you 
gave  some  medicine.  He  seems  one  of  the  most  hopeful  inquirers 
here.  Having  a  moderate  knowledge  of  the  character,  he  had  read 
the  Mandarin  New  Testament  a  good  deal,  which  has  been  a  great 
help  to  him.  The  school  has  commenced,  but  is  not  yet  in  a  flourish- 
ing state,  as  all  the  boys,  nearly,  are  at  work  in  the  fields.  In  another 
fortnight  the  thickest  of  the  work  will  be  over ;  then  I  hope  to  see 
more  boys  attend." 

And  liu  Sin-sang  writes  on  May  27th : — 

"  Six  or  seven  of  the  candidates  at  Din-tsi  at  least  are  now  really 
believers,  attend  the  meetings  every  Lord's  day,  and  have  considerable 
acquaintance  with  the  truth.  It  is  indeed  the  Lord's  grace  that  has 
opened  and  enlightened  their  hearts. 

^  At  Hwang-yen  hien  there  are  also  two  persons  desiring  baptism ; 
and  at  T'ai-p^ng  hien  there  are  five  or  six  inquirers.  May  Gh>d  open 
their  minds,  and  manifest  His  power  and  glory." 

NING-HAI. — ^The  last  letter  received  from  Mr.  Grombie 
reports  encouragement  in  all  his  out-stations,  except 
Dzao-tseng.  The  increasing  age  and  feebleness  of  the  old 
farmer,  Kyiio-yiao,  who  labours  at  '0-z,  from  which  it  is 
an  out-station,  has  lately  prevented  him  from  working  it 
efficiently.  For  the  present,  therefore,  the  preaching  room 
is  closed  there ;  though  we  hope,  if  Gk)d  will,  that  ere  long 
it  may  be  reopened.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  extracts  given 
from  Mr.  Crombie's  letter,  that  two  persons  have  been 
recently  baptized,  fourteen  are  under  instruction  as  candi- 
dates and  inquirers,  and  a  number  of  others  reported  as 
interested,  in  the  seven  stations  of  this  district. 
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Hay  20th. — "  The  IxukTs  work  has  an  enooaraging  appearance  at 
the  stations  here.  At  Ning-hai  five  or  six  pezaonB  hare  given  their 
names  as  inquirers,  and  three  persons  have  asked  for  baptism.  One 
of  them  is  a  man  who  keeps  a  bean- curd  shop.  He  is  better 
acquainted  with  the  natire  literature  than  such  persons  nsnallj-  are. 
formerly  he  was  mnoh  opposed  to  CShristaanity ;  and  as  he  oonld 
quote  their  saored  books  more  readily  than  most  of  my  people  ooiild, 
they  were  rather  afraid  to  encounter  him.  Now  he  seems  to  be  quite 
changed ;  he  comes  ereiy  ereningi  and  is  wilHng  to  be  taught  by  any 
one.  The  person  who  has  been  the  means  of  bringing  him  tothe  <diapel 
is  an  old  man  who  can  neither  read  nor  write.  His  pray  era  at  our 
prayer-moctings  are  not  very  intelligent,  but  he  is  a  oonsdatent 
Ohristian,  and  an  attentiye  heaier  of  the  Word  of  God. 

'*  Another  candidate  for  baptism  at  Ningp-hai  is  a  woman,  -mho  only 
a  year  or  two  ago  was  of  bad  charaoter.  Dnring  the  suniBer  of 
1868,  Vfen  Sin-sang  spent  a  month  or  two  here;  and  this  woman 
visited  him  occasionally,  pretending  she  wished  to  inquire  aboat  Uie 
doctrines  of  Jesus,  but  evidently  with  far  other  thoughts.  He  did 
not  know  what  to  do  about  her,  and  wrote  me  that  a  '  Samaritan 
woman'  kept  ooming  to  the  house,  and  that  he  feared  that  evil 
reports  might  get  abroad  in  oonsequenoe.  I  advised  him  only  to  see 
her  in  the  presenoe  of  the  aged  bible  woman,  Shih  8meo,  but  not  to 
send  her  away  ;  for  if  she  was  a  '  Samaritan  '  woman  she  ought  to  be 
told  of  '  the  Gift  of  God.'  He  took  my  advioe ;  told  her  faithfuBy 
what  would  be  the  end  of  her  evil  ways,  but  that  the  Lord  Jesus 
would  save  even  her,  and  narrated  to  her  the  account  of  the  woman 
of  Samaria,  and  of  the  wonderful  change  effected  in  her  when  she 
believed  in  Jesus.  She  soon  left  off  ooming ;  but  the  bible- woman 
continued  occasionally  to  visit  and  exhort  her,  without  any  apparent 
results. 

"We  had  almost  forgotten  her,  when  one  Lord's-day  morning, 
several  months  ago,  after  I  had  finished  preaching,  I  noticed  she 
had  been  one  of  my  hearers ;  and,  strange  to  say,  my  subject  had  been 
the  Samaritan  woman.  Whether  she  had  come  on  purpose  to  hear, 
or,  seeing  the  door  open,  had  just  stepped  in  to  see  what  was  going 
on,  as  she  was  passing,  I  do  not  know,  but  with  the  exception  of  one 
Liord's  day  when  it  rained  heavily,  she  has  been  a  regular  attendant 
ever  since.  She  noticed,  poor  creature,  t^at  the  members  of  the 
chnroh  wore  better  clothes  on  the  Lord's  day  than  she  had — ^for  her 
days  of  fine  dresses  were  over,  she  had  too  few  clothes  to  keep  her 
warm,  and  what  she  had  were  but  rags,  which  she  did  not  like  to 
come  to  chapel  in — so  she  went  every  Saturday  evening,  and  borrowed 
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a  dress  from  a  neig^hbour.  She  had  done  this  a  long  time  before  we 
knew  of  it ;  now  my  dear  wife  has  given  her  a  decent  one,  so  that  she 
does  not  need  to  borrow.  We  are  deeply  interested  in  this  woman, 
but  think  it  needful  to  delay  her  baptism  for  a  few  months.  It 
would  appear  that  she  has  renounced  her  evil  ways,  or  has  been  cast 
•off  by  her  former  associates  in  sin ;  but  we  need  care,  as  we  are  not 
sure  that  she  does  not  beg  money,  at  least  from  them,  when  she  is  in 
want,  which  I  fear  she  often  is. 

'*  At  '0-z  I  had  the  pleasure  of  baptizing  two  persons  a  fortnight 
ago.  One  of  them,  a  man,  has  been  halting  between  two  opinions  ever 
since  Mr.  Meadows  had  charge  of  the  station  (in  1866-7).  The  other 
is  an  old  lady  who  has  long  been  a  believer,  but  owing  to  opposition 
from  her  sons,  has  been  afraid  to  make  a  public  profession  of  her  faith 
"by  baptism.  The  Lord  has  given  her  courage  to  do  so  now ;  and  I 
think  that  she  will  be  a  bright  light  in  the  *0-z  district,  if  spared. 

"At  Fung-hwa  there  are  two  hopeful  inquirers,  a  stone-mason 
and  his  wife.  The  mason  has  been  a  hearer  on  the  Lord's  day  for  a 
long  time ;  but  he  was  sadly  tried  by  his  wife,  who  appears  to  be 
master.  The  Fung-hwa  members  prayed  that  God  would  convert  his 
wife,  or  at  least  not  suffer  her  to  prevent  his  going  to  chapel.  "Now, 
she,  too,  attends  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  seems  to  be  as  much  interested 
in  the  truth  as  he  is. 

"  F6ng  Keng-kwe  reports  several  cases  of  Interest  at  Ky*i-k*co,  to 
which  station  he  recently  removed,  and  Liu  Si-yiiing  reports  several 
at  T*ien-t'ai,  one  of  them  a  Buddhist  nun.  There  is,  however,  a  good 
deal  of  opposition  at  the  latter  place,  though  the  district  magistrate 
has  given  orders  to  the  constables  to  allow  no  disturbance  at  the 
•chapel. 

"  At  Si-tien,  Tsiang  Ping-hwe  has  some  hope  of  the  conversion  of 
his  next  door  neighbour,  a  drugg^,  and  we  have  two  candidates  at 
the  adjoining  station  Gyiao-bang,  one  of  whom  I  hope  to  baptize 
<D.V.)  on  my  next  visit.*' 

8HA0-HINa  AND  KING-PO.— Mrs.  Stevenson'B  illnesB 
necessitating  a  sea  voyage,  Mr.  Stevenson  was  reluctantly 
compelled  to  leave  his  sphere  of  labour  for  a  season.  They 
embarked  at  Shanghai  for  Marseilles  on  June  6th  in  the 
^'Ava."  Mr.  Meadows  and  Mr.  Dowl^waite  went  on  to 
Shao-hing  soon  after  they  reached  Shanghai,  leaving  Mrs. 
Meadows  in  Shanghai  till  after  her  confinement,  when  he 
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took  lier  there  also.  Mr.  Meadows  will  superintend  the 
work  of  the  Shao-hing  and  Ning-po  stations  in  Mr. 
Stevenson's  absence. 

The  work  in  Shao-hing  has  continued  encourag^g,  as 
the  following  extracts  will  show.     From  Mr.  Stevenson, 

dated  April  23rd : — 

'*  I  am  aure  you  will  be  pleased  to  bear  that  the  Lord  is  blessing 
His  work  in  this  quarter.  Last  Sunday  at  Shing«hien  I  baptized  six 
men,  and  on  Tuesday  I  baptized  (in  Shao-hing)  Mrs.  Nying  a  mother 
and  sister  from  (Shing-hien.)  They  left  us  for  home  the  same  night, 
after  the  communion,  with  many  tears — doubting  not  that  by  the 
grace  of  God  we  should  all  meet  around  the  throne  on  high. 

*'  The  work  both  at  Sin-ch'ang  and  Shing-hien  is  in  a  hopeful  and 
prosperous  state.  I  examined  at  the  former  place  five  women  and 
one  man,  and  at  the  latter,  seven  men  and  one  boy.  The  boy,  I  feel 
sure,4s  converted,  and  I  abnost  regret  that  he  was  not  baptized  wh^i 
the  other  six  were.  Besides  these,  at  both  places  there  are  a  number 
interested  in  the  truth. 

'^  At  Sien-ngsen  there  are  two  men  interested;  as  far  as  I  could 
judge,  they  are  not  far  from  the  Kingdom. 

*'  At  Tsung-kO-bu,  too,  the  assistant  tells  me,  several  persons  are 
praying  to  God,  and  mAny  have  heard  and  are  hearing  the  gospel, 
though  at  present  he  cannot  relate  any  case  of  decided  change  of  heart. 
The  lady  that  lives  next  door  to  us  in  Shao-hing  appears  to  be  con- 
>  verted.  My  heart  was  melted  to  hear  her  speak  as  she  did  after  the 
baptism  of  the  two  ladies  on  Tuesday  night.  She  related  with  tears 
the  persecutions  and  derision  that  she  has  already  met  with  for 
Christ's  sake. " 

Miss  Turner  also  writes  : — 

"  I  feel  that  I  must  write  at  once  to  let  you  share  in  our  joy,  and 
join  with  us  in  thanksgiving  and  praise  to  our  Heavenly  Father. 
You  will  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that  Mrs.  Kying's  sister  and  mother 
have  openly  confessed  Christ  before  men ;  for  before  you  left,  I  think, 
the  work  of  grace  had  already  commenced  in  their  hearts.  We  had 
n  short  service  in  the  chapel,  after  which  they  were  baptized.  We 
sent  an  invitation  to  the  lady  next  door ;  she  came,  and  seemed 
much  impressed.  We  think  she  has  already  passed  from  darkness  to 
light,  though  as  yet  it  is  but  the  dawn  with  her.  She  said  that  her 
people  counted  her  as  dead ;  but  that  God's  grace  was  her  Ust 
thought  at  night,  and  first  in  the  morning.    Last  Sunday  I  asked 
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her  if  she  had  forgotten  the  verse  she  had  learned  with  mc  in  the 
week  P  She  replied,  *  I  eould  not  forget  it/  and  then  so  earnestly- 
repeated  the  Tcrsey  which  nms  in  Chinese  — 

** '  Qraoious  Saviour  (I)  pray  Thee  lead  me 
Through  this  world's  drear  barren  land ; 
I  've  no  strength,  but  Thou  art  mighty. 
Help  me  all  the  journey  through  ; 

Heavenly  Manna 

Evermore  on  me  bestow.* 

'*  I  think  that  the  visit  of  the  Nying  family  has  been  a  great  help  to 
her.  How  God's  blessing  seems  to  rest  upon  that  family !  I  think 
it  is  because  they  have  so  fully  yielded  themselves  up  to  Him.1 

^  Mrs.  Stevenson's  woman-servant,  too,  says  she  believes  in  Jesus, 
and  would  like  to  be  baptized." 

HANO-CHAU. — The  lease  of  our  mission  premises  here 
will  soon  expire,  and  it  seems  doubtful  whether  we  shall  be 
able  to  renew  it.  If  not,  we  may  be  put  to  some  incon- 
venience, and  would  ask  for  prayer  for  Gt>d's  help.  We 
may  be  obliged  to  build  a  chapel.  We  have  a  site ;  but 
shall  be  glad  if  we  can  continue  in  our  present  quarterSy 
and  be  saved  the  labour  and  expense  of  building,  which 
would  involve  an  outlay  of  about  £150. 

During  the  quarter  the  pastor  Wong  Lse-djun  has 
visited  the  Gan-kih  station,  and  baptized  one  man  called 
Jii-pao.    There  are  two  other  candidates  there. 

Two  new  out-stations  have  been  opened  in  connexion 
with  the  work  here  during  this  quarter,  at  Hu-chau  fu  and 
Yii-hang  hien ;  the  latter  it  will  be  remembered  was 
selected  by  the  native  church  as  their  sphere  of  operations 
for  their  own  missionary  Tsiang  liang-yiiong.  Mr. 
McCarthy  visited  this  city  when  he  resided  in  Hang-chau ; 
and  since  then  it  has  occasionally  had  the  gospel  preached 
in  it  by  our  itinerant  native  brethren.  Mr.  McCarthy 
walked  there — the  distance  is  twentyEnglish  miles  by  land, 
thirty  by  water — in  order  to  preach  the  gospel  by  the  way. 
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He  fotuxd  abundant  opportunities  for  so  doing,  and  ereiy- 
where  met  with  a  kind  reception  and  willing  hearers. 
Yii-hang  he  found  to  be  a  bufify  place,  with  an  important 
business  suburb  outside  the  south  gate,  though  the  city 
itself  was  small,  and  the  wall  on  the  north  side  destroyed. 
There  are  also  large  villages  near  the  city,  on  two  or  three 
sides.     Liang-yiiong  writes  firom  it  on  April  27th : — 

<*  Thiougli  Ood*8  goodness  we  are  doing  ireU  here.  Many  are 
baying  our  books.  M&j  Qod  make  them  to  bear  fruit  in  dajs  to 
come.  Wo  are  hoping  that  Grod  will  prepare  a  place  for  us  to  preach 
in,  so  that  those  who  hear  us  may  have  a  definite  place  to  come  to  for 
farther  investigation  into  the  truth.  I  trust  that  God  has  a  people 
for  Himself  in  this  phice.  May  He  effectually  call  many  to  beoome 
His  children." 

SHANGHAI. — ^Thisstation  was  opened  by  Mr.  E.  Fishe 
specially  for  business  purposes.  Members  of  the  mission 
arriving  in  China,  or  on  their  way  home,  need  a  temporary 
residence;  and  scriptures,  tracts,  and  books  haye  to  be 
procured  here ;  and  letters  and  parcels  for  inland  stations 
all  have  to  pass  Shanghai.  Our  press  is  now  here ;  and 
Mr.  C.  T.  Fishe  is  engi^ed  in  preparing  and  carrying 
through  the  press  an  edition  of  the  New  Testament  in 
romanized  Mandarin.  The  IbllowiDg  extracts  from  letters 
firom  Mr.  Judd  will  show  that  there  is  also  work  to  be 
done  for  God  among  the  sailors  and  others  who  visit 
Shanghai : — 

May  22nd. — ''Last  night  was  the  weeldy  meeting*  here  (a  gospel 
service  for  sailors,  &c.|  on  Thursday  evenings).  A  larger  number  than 
msal  attexkdfid — about  60  men. 

"  This  morning  an  African  from  Sierra  Leone,  a  sailor,  oame  to  see 
me,  and  said  that  he  had  not  slept  all  night  for  thinking  of  what  he 
had  heard.  *  Will  you  come  ?  will  you  come  ? '  was  sounding  in  his 
ears  all  the  night.  He  sajs,  *  It  is  no  nse  hiding  it,  I  have  gone 
deeply  into  sin  ;  I  am  a  ^reat  sinner.  I  haye  tried  and  tried,  and 
failed.'  Oh !  how  precious  I  felt  it  to  tell  him  of  Jesne  as  a  Sayionr 
from  the  power  of  sin,  as  weU  as  from  hell.     He  went  away  pramifi- 
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ing  to  Uriut '  instead  of  *  trying.*  He  told  me  that  another  friend 
who  was  there  was  in  the  same  condition.  In  the  meeting  several 
langhed  ont  for  very  joy.  Mr.  C.  (a  resident  in  Shanghai)  spoke 
after  me ;  and  then  a  sailor  spoke  with  much  earnest  loye.  The 
steward  of  one  of  the  steamers  we  had  been  to,  was  there,  and  con- 
fessed him  .self  still  without  Christ,  but  was  evidently  awakened.  I 
hope  to  speak  again  to-night  and  on  Sunday,  and  you  will  doubtless 
pray  for  us. 

May  23Td. — '^  To-day  I  met  three  othera  who  tell  ub  that  they 
decided  to  follow  Jesus  from  Thursday  night.  Iiast  night  we  had 
a  precious  time  with  a  few  sailors  at  Mrs.  M.'s  over  John  zii.  One 
sailor  from  H.M.S. '  Cadmus  *  spoke  with  remarlcable  power. 

May  26th. — "  On  Sunday  morning  Mr.  Stevenson  and  I  went  on 
board  the  IT.  S.  man-of-war  'Yantic'  The  captain  very  willingly 
allowed  us  to  have  a  meeting,  and  soon  about  a  hundred  men 
assembled  on  deck  to  hear  of  *  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away 
the  sin  of  the  world.'  Several,  if  not  all,  of  the  officers  (except  the 
captain  who  went  on  shore)  were  present,  and  t^ey  thanked  us  heartily. 
In  the  afternoon  I  preached  to  about  nineteen  persons  at  'Mx. 
Fiahe's— -chiefly  sailors.  Two  or  three  professed  then  to  decide  for 
the  Lord. 

*'  Last  night  was  a  farewell  meeting  for  the  *  Cadmus,'  when  about 
two  hundred  persons,  nearly  all  sailors,  assembled.  I  was  asked  to  be 
one  of  the  speakers,  and  was  greatly  helped  in  speaking  on — Ist, 
Withoat  Christ;  2nd,  In  Chnst ;  Sxd,  Christ  in  you." 

CHIN-EIANG — During  the  month  of  April  we  had  some 
yery  profitable  meetings  here,  of  the  members  of  the 
mission  from  this  and  the  adjoining  stations.  We  met  for 
special  prayer  for  God's  blessing  on  our  own  souls,  and  on 
the  missionaries,  native  helpers,  and  Christians  at  their 
yarious  stations.  On  the  24th  of  April,  Mr.  Oardwell 
arriyed  from  Kiu-kiang,  bringing  with  him  his  little  Eva, 
a  dear  little  pet  of  five  years,  in  the  hope  that  the  journey 
and  change  of  air  might  benefit  her.  It  failed  to  do  so, 
however,  and  the  next  day.  He  who  loves  little  children, 
took  to  His  own  sweet  rest  the  dear  child,  who  but  a  few 
months  ago  (before  they  had  the  hooping  cough)  was  the 
strongest  and  merriest  of  their  three  children. 
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On  the  28tli  of  May  we  were  cheered  by  the  baptism  of  four 
persons  in  Chin-kiang.  One  of  them,  one  of  the  first-fmits 
of  the  work  in  "Wu-hu,  is  an  elderly  man  from  the  Hu-nan 
province — one  still  uneyangelized,  and  towards  which  our 
hearts  have  been  much  drawn  of  late.  His  own  soul  is  all 
on  fire  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel  to  his  native  province ; 
and  we  cannot  but  hope  that  ere  long  lie  may  be  one  of 
those  privileged  to  convey  the  glad  tidings  to  those  who  are 
there  sitting  in  darkncM  and  the  shadow  of  death.  Another 
of  those  baptized  was  formerly  Miss  Desgraz'  s  female  servant, 
and  is  now  Miss  Bowyer's.  The  other  two  are  young  men 
from  Shao-hing  and  Ning-po  respectively,  studying  in  the 
school  here. 

Early  in  June  I  was  able  to  go  up  to  Wu-ch*ang  with  Mr. 
Judd.  It  is  the  capital  of  the  two  provinces,  Hu-peh  and 
Hu-nan,  separated  only  by  the  river  Tang-tse-kiang  from 
Han-kow.  There  we  rented  premises,  into  which  Mr.  Judd 
has  since  moved,  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  operations  to  be 
extended  (B.Y.)  eventually  into  the  nine  unoccupied  pro- 
vinces. I  was  not  able  to  remain  long,  as  Miss  Bowyer 
had  taken  small-pox,  and,  in  the  absence  of  medical  help 
in  Chin-kiang,  it  seemed  needful  to  return  at  once.  She  had 
the  disease  mildly,  and  recovered  well. 

TS'ING-KIANG-P*U— Mr.  McCarthy  has  recently  visited 
this  station,  and  baptized  two  persons.  The  following  is 
extracted  from  his  notes  of  the  journey ; — 

"  I  left  Chin-kiang  on  Thursday,  January  the  4th«  takmg  with  me 
two  natire  Christians  and  two  of  my  children ;  and  reached  Tang- 
chau  late  in  the  afternoon.  Hy  boatman  was  a  decent,  easy-going 
man,  who  stood  in  considerable  awe  of  his  wife,  as  did  his  mother. 
The  latter,  an  old  woman,  was  veiy  ill,  and  sf^med  to  suffer  from  an 
asthmatic  complaint.  She  could  hardly  speak  from  difficulty  of 
breathing,  and  seemed  very  much  distressed.  This  was  far  from  ex- 
citing any  feelings  of  pity  in  the  heart  of  her  daughter-in-law.  When 
the  old  woman  showed  any  extra  signs  of  distress,  the  other  made 
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use  of  expressions  sucH  as — *  Why  don't  you  die  ?  * — *  Rice  is  wasted 
on  you.' — *  You  useless  old  thing,'  &c.,  &c.  It  was  a  painful  illus- 
tration of  what  the  tender  mercies  of  the  wicked  are  like.  I  spoke 
to  her  of  the  enormity  of  her  conduct,  and  reminded  her  that  if  Gk)d 
did  not  punish  her  before,  in  any  other  way,  she  might  herself  become 
old  and  sick. 

<<  On  Friday  morning  we  were  able  to  secure  a  good  sized  boat,  at  a 
Tery  reasonable  rate,  for  the  journey  from  Yang-chau  to  Ts4ng-kiang- 
p'u.  Mr.  Donoyan  and  his  servant  went  up  with  us.  Our  Hu-nan 
friend  was  delighted  with  the  boat,  looking  on  it  as  a  direct  answer 
to  prayer  that  we  had  been  able  to  secure  a  suitable  one  so  cheaply, 
and  he  was,  if  possible,  even  more  delighted  with  the  fair  wind  that 
favoured  us  all  day.  We  reached  a  walled  city  (Kau-yiu-chau)  by 
evening ;  and  entering  the  south  gate,  preached  and  sold  books  till 
too  dark  to  continue  any  longer.  We  passed  through  the  city,  leaving 
it  by  the  north  gate,  and  made  our  way  to  the  boat.  Gk)ing  on  again 
in  the  early  morning,  we  reached  an  un-walled  town  (P4ng-k*iao) 
before  evening. 

**  We  had  many  opportunities  of  preaching  to  attentive  groups  of 
listeners  at  this  town,  both  on  Saturday  evening  and  Sunday.  We 
had  made  arrangements  not  to  travel  on  the  Sunday  when  hiring  the 
boat ;  and  so  seoured  a  quiet  time  for  prayer  and  reading  on  board, 
as  well  as  opportunities  for  preaching  on  shore.  The  boat  being 
large,  we  were  able  to  carry  on  the  usual  daily  Bible  readings  with 
the  men  all  the  way. 

'*The  wind  was  not  so  fair  on  Monday,  but  we  reached  our  desti- 
nation at  3  F.M.,  and  found  the  helpers  well,  and  rather  encouraged 
in  their  work.  After  a  prayer-meeting  in  the  evening  we  had  some 
talk  about  the  general  progress  of  the  work  in  the  other  stations  of 
the  mission.  Oh'eng-tsaii  was  quite  delighted  to  learn  that  the 
Lord  had  at  last  opened  Hu-dhau  fu  to  us.  You  will  remember  that 
he  was  converted  there  during  our  unsuooessf  ul  attempt  to  open  it  up 
in  1867. 

''  On  Tuesday  we  examined  the  applicants  for  baptism.  Two  of 
them,  a  carpenter  and  a  small  farmer,  gave  most  satisfactory  replies 
to  the  questions  put  to  them ;  and  the  aocoimt  of  their  consistent 
conduct  was  also  very  satisfactory.  They  are  well  known  by  their 
friends  and  relatives  to  have  renounced  idolatry;  and  for  several 
months  they  have  been  regular  in  attendance  at  all  the  meetings. 

"On  Wednesday  morning  the  chapel  was  opened,  and  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  number  of  unbelievers  the  carpenter  and  farmer 
confessed  their  faith  in  Christ,  and  determination  by  His  g^race  to 
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serve  and  follow  Him,  and  were  then,  baptized.  We  afterwaids 
united  with  them  in  commemorating  tlie  Lord's  death.  We  had  a  tem- 
perance meeting  later  in  the  day,  at  which  all  the  Christians  present 
signed  a  pledge  to  abstain  &om  tobacco,  spirits,  and  wine,  except  for 
medicinal  purposes,  and  as  used  in  the  Lord's  Supper. 

"  While  one  of  the  assistants  again  opened  the  chapel,  the  other 
took  some  books,  and  we  went  with  him  inside  the  citj.  (The  chapel 
is  outside.)  We  spent  a  oonsiderable  time  in  preaching.  A  few 
tried  to  interrupt ;  but  generally  the  people  were  very  civil  and 
anxious  to  hear.  Indeed  two  or  three  having  stood  lisfcening  for  a 
long  time,  followed  us  to  the  chapel,  when  we  had  again  attentive 
audiences.  On  the  whole,  the  work  seemed  in  a  pcomising  condition ; 
and  we  felt  that  the  many  prayers  which  have  been  offered  for  this 
place,  have  not  been  in  vain. 

^  On  our  way  back  on  Thursday  we  stopped  at  Hwny>gan  fa,  and 
preached  through  the  streets  for  two  or  three  hours.  On  Friday  we 
also  stopped  at  several  large  towns  and  villages,  as  well  as  at  a  dtj 
(Pao-ing  hien).  Here,  too,  we  had  very  attentive  listeners^  while  we 
sought  to  point  them  to  the  Sinners'  Friend.  One  gentlemanly  man, 
hearing  that  our  books  t<^  of  the  only  phmby  whit^  we  could  escape 
the  punishment  of  our  sins,  could  seenre  peace  here,  and  heaven  here- 
after, passed  on  saying — *  I  do  not  want  to  go  to  heaven  :  I  want  to 
pursue  a  literary  career  down  here.'  I  replied — '  For  those  who  do 
not  go  to  heaven,  there  only  remains  the  place  of  punishment — hell.' 
The  crowd  of  people  assented — '  That 's  no  mistake.'  The  incideat 
led  to  a  discourse  of  about  an  hoar's  duration.  Onr  feeling  was, 
however,  that  to  aoooBLplish  mooh  good,  it  wovid  be  necessary  to 
stay  a  few  days  at  each  plaoe,  aad  that  they  shovM  be  often  visited. 

*'  On  Saturday  it  was  too  hot  to  leave  t^  boai  to  preadi  out  of 
doors.  We  got  to  Yang-chaa  just  as  tiiey  were  elosmg  the  dty 
gates.  I  spent  the  Sunday  ther^  aad  reached  Chin-kiang  on  Mon- 
day afternoon,  having  much  esjoyed  our  ten  da3rB'  journey.  Hay  the 
Lord  add  His  blessing." 

NAN-KIN. — ^Messrs.  P.  Bailer  and  H.  Taylor  are  con- 
tinuing thbeir  studies  here,  and  taking  part  in  the  work 
wiik  the  aatiTe  lielpersy  Teng  Sien-seDg  and  T'eng  Si-fu. 
The  following  extracts  are  from  letters  &om  Mr.  Bailer  to 
Mrs.  Judd  and  myself: — 

Hay  26th — "  I  believe  Qod  is  going  to  bless  us  here  in  Nan-kin« 
and  is  giving  us  the  earnest  in  stirring  up  T'eng  S'i-f  u  s  heart,  and  in 
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sending  muiy  day  by  day  into  the  ehapel.  It  was  refreehing  to  boar 
him  in  the  pzayer  meetiBg  we  had  last  night.  We  have  a  Biblendsw 
now  two  eyenings  in  the  week,  and  I  beliere  it  will  be  a  means  of 
great  blessing.  The  attendance  on  Sunday  was  very  good,  Kong 
Sien-seng  again  coming ;  I  believe  he  has  had  one  or  two  conversa- 
tions  with  Teng  since." 

WU-HU. — ^We  have  mentioned  above  tlie  baptism  of  one 
of  the  first-fruits  from  Wu-hu.  The  following  extract  from 
Han  Sien-seng's  letter  to  Mr.  McCarthy,  dated  4th  moon 
26th  (June  10th),  will  be  read  with  interest : — 

*' An  unde  of  mino  left  his  family  in  the  12th  moon  of  last  year  to 
become  a  priest ;  and  on  the  16th  day  of  the  first  moon  of  this  year 
shaved  his  head.  [The  priests  wear  no  cue.]  In  the  3rd  moon  he 
oame  to  Wu-hu,  and  a  relative  of  mine  of  the  name  of  Cheo,  brought 
him  to  the  chapel.  Thanks  be  to  Gk)d  for  his  grace,  his  abstinence 
from  animal  food  of  sixteen  or  seventeen  yean  duration  he  has  now 
broken,  and  the  Lord  has  led  him  to  change  his  [priestly]  dress,  and 
let  his  hair  grow  again.  He  is  staying  with  me  lor  the  preeest. 
He  has  faith  in  his  heart ;  may  the  Lord  establish  it,  and  give  him  to 
us  as  a  brother  iudeed." 

GAN-E'IKG  AND  TA-T'UNG.— A  recent  letter  (dated 
June  5th)  from,  our  helper  at  Gan-k^ng  reports  a  few 
hearers,  but  no  decided  cases  of  conrersion.  At  Ta-t*ung 
the  numbers  of  hearers  is  greater.  One  of  the  native 
helpers  (Lao-yiao)  there,  writes  on  June  19th : — 

**  Through  God's  preserving  care,  we  are  doing  well  here.  Thanks 
to  the  Lord,  there  are  many  hearers  of  the  truth.  I  beg  you  to  pray 
for  us.  May  the  Holy  Spirit  help  me  to  show  His  will  to  these 
blinded  ones,  for  I  am  very  weak  and  sadly  deficient  in  yearning  pity. 
May  the  Lord  so  impart  this  grace  to  me,  that  His  own  lore  may  be 
manifested  in  me.  Then  I  shall  cause  no  one  to  dislike  His  name. 
May  He  help  me  to  glorify  Him,  and  keep  me  steadfast  unto 
death. 

"Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor,  please  do  not  forget  me,  be  sure  to  pray  for 
me ;  this  is  really  important.    I  will  constantly  pray  for  you  too." 

EIU-KIAHG. — On  our  way  up  to  Wu-ch*ang  Mr.  Judd 
and  I  called  in  at  Kiu-kiang,  and  were  much  pleased  to 
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meet  with  a  number  of  the  native  Christians  and  candidates 
at  Mr.  Cardwell's.  He  has  had  great  sorrow  in  the  tem- 
porary defection  of  his  first  helper.  The  latter  now  pro- 
fesses penitence,  and  is,  we  may  hope,  restored.  Mr. 
Cardwell  was  expecting  ere  long  to  baptize  some  of  the 
candidates. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  state  of  Mrs.  Cardwell' a  health 
required  her  taking  a  change  without  delay.  She  embarked 
at  Kin-kiang  for  England  with  her  two  remaining  children, 
in  the  ''  Japan,"  on  the  25th  inst. 


MR.  STEVENSON'S  REPORT— «w<?/«<fc<f. 

^*  Baring  the  year  1867  oar  work  was  extended  from  the  citj  to  the 
towns  and  villages  aroond,  and  a  good  deal  also  was  done  in  Tisiting 
the  tea-shops  in  the  city,  in  addition  to  the  evangeiistic  work  in  the 
chapeL    Among  the  froits  of  the  labours  of  this  year  were  some  cases 
of  special  interest.    One  of  these,  a  breadmaker  named  Da-kwd  (I 
cannot  say  baker,  for  the  Chinese  do  not  bake  but  steam  their  bread}, 
whose  business  was  in  one  of  the  busiest  thoroughfares,  made  a  boll 
profession  of  his  faith,  not  only  by  suspending  business  on  the  Jjord's 
day,  but  also  by  patting  up  a  notice  giving  his  reason  for  doing  so. 
This,  the  first  public  testimony  for  Christ  in  Shao-hing,  was  not  long 
in  becoming  widely  known  and  talked  about.    He  soon  interested  his 
assistant  in  the  truth,  and  the  two  were  to  be  seen  studying  the  Word 
of  Gk)d  side  by  side  at  our  evening  Bible-readings.    The  old  man. 
maintained  a  very  consistent  Christian  deportment  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  two  years  after  his  baptism.  The  young  assistant  went 
on  well  for  some  time,  but  subsequently  had  to  be  suspended.    He 
afterwards  returned  to  his  native  place,  one  of  the  still  unopened 
hiens  in  the  Wun-chau  prefecture,  since  which  time  we  have  had 
no  tidings  of  him.   I  may  add  that  Da-kwei  sent  his  only  son  to  the 
school  at  Hang-chati,  where  he  was  early  converted. 

'^  Another  man  who  was  converted  about  this  time,  Chang  Siao-fong, 
then  a  boatman,  has  since  become  by  far  the  most  eloquent  and  able 
of  our  native  assistants.  His  case  is  a  striking  illustration  of  the 
power  of  Christianity  to  develop  the  mental  as  well  as  the  spiritual 
faculties.  By  persevering  studies  he  has  made  up  to  a  large  nxtent 
for  the  lack  of  education  in  his  youth,  while  his  native  gift  for 
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speaking  makes  him  tmriyalled  as  a  preacher  of  the  gospel.  We  can- 
not  but  admire  the  goodness  of  Gk>d  in  thus  early  giving  us  such 
encouragement,  and  such  real  and  valuable  help  in  our  after  efforts. 

1868. 

"  Up  to  the  beginning  of  1868,  none  had  been  baptized,  though 
those  we  have  spoken  of,  together  with  some  others,  were  candidates. 
But  daring  this  year,  it  was  our  privilege  to  baptize  ten  persons,  as 
well  as  to  accept  as  candidates  several  others,  who  were  received  in 
the  following  year.  The  wives  of  the  breadmaker  and  boatman  were 
among  these  ten.  Both  of  them  strongly  opposed  their  husbands  at 
first,  and  for  a  time  were  very  trying ;  but  both  were  brought  to  the 
liord  in  answer  to  their  husbands'  prayers.  Two  others  of  the 
number  afterwards  became  useful  preachers  of  the  gospel,  and  each 
of  them  has  been  the  means  of  opening  up  a  hien  city  to  the  gospel — 
the  hien9  of  Shing-hien  and  Sin-oh*ang,  in  which  latterly  there  has 
been  so  much  blessing.  I  have  often  recalled  to  mind  my  first 
meeting  with  one  of  these  men.  I  was  sitting  with  a  native  assistant 
at  one  of  the  tables  outside  a  tea-shop  in  the  main  street,  when  Fung 
Che-pao,  a  shoemaker,  whose  shop  was  dose  by,  came  up  and  put 
several  very  intelligent  questions.  He  asked  what  god  we  -were 
speaking  about,  and  when  told  that  it  was  about  the  Gk)d  who  made 
heaven  and  earth  and  all  things,  he  seemed  much  struck  with  the 
thought,having  always  before  conceived  of  the  gods  as  beingbut  deified 
men,  and  of  Uie  creation  as  having  been  effected  by  the  action  of 
natural  laws  operating  on  self -existent  matter.*    The  new  truth  so 

*  The  Chinese  theories  of  cosmogony  are  by  no  means  confined  to 
the  literati ;  many  who  have  never  studied  the  classics  and  commen- 
taries are  weU  acquainted  with  them  by  hearsay.  Their  theories  are 
not  without  an  interesting  correspondence  with  some  of  those  now 
prevalent  in  the  West,  lliey  first  recognise  a  state  of  matter  called 
''wu-kUi,"  the  unformed  illimitable  stage,  which  we  may  compare 
with  the  nebulous  fire-mist,  which  some  suppose  to  have  been  one  of 
the  earliest  stages  of  creation.  Then  comes  the  "  t^ai-kih,"  a  stage  of 
greater  condensation,  and  with  limit  and  form.  This  by  still  further 
condensation  of  some  parts  and  throwing  off  of  others,  separates  into 
the  heavens  and  the  earth ;  and  they  by  mutual  interaction  and  by 
gradual  development  produce  all  things,  inanimate  and  animate. 

Though  now  almost  forgotten,  their  most  ancient  writers  recognise 
a  personal  Gk>d,  **  Shang-ti,"  the  Creator  of  all  things.  More  I'ecent 
and  now  authoritative  commentaries  explain  this  away,  and  substi- 
tute "law,"  "  nature,"  &c.,  for  Him  whose  will  is  law. 
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commended  itself  to  him,  tiist  it  led  to  fortlierinqTizries,  in  fke  eoaae 
of  which  he  was  invited  to  oome  on  Sundaj  to  the  chapel,  and  hear 
more.  He  knew  an  inqmrer  named  Ejn  fiving  in  the  neigiiboazliood, 
who  was  in  the  habit  of  closing  his  shop  on  the  Lord's  daj-  and 
attendinff  theehapel  week  by  week ;  so  he  dotemuiued  ta  aooooapanj 
him — whieh  he  did»  and  ennthwied  to  ao»o  gagalariy  afterwagda.  As 
the  troth  took  faUer  posscasktt  el  hia  kumI,  he  beeame  Qseraaecl  aboat 
his  idols  and  SMMBtnl  taUeta  At  firat  ha  thought  of  ^irin^  the 
latter,  wfaieh  he  hadso  lim^  lefanoaDed^  an.  honourable  xatefBifiKt^  a« 
heathen  Ghiaeae  oceasioaally  d»;  bo^  cai fnithev  thooght^ha  decided 
that  this  woald  be  making  tao  mmah  oi  them ;  so  taking  advantage 
of  hia  wife's  abaence  ona  daj,  he  pvit  tham  into  the  fijoe.  At  another 
time,  he  was  destroying  his  god  of  riches,  and  had  already  split  it  in 
twfi,  when  one  of  the  natiye  assiataat^ooming  i%  begged  it  for  me  as 
a  trophy  of  the  power  of  the  goapeL 

*'  I  oannot  elose  the  aoooxmt  of  this  year,,  without  mentioning  an 
old  lady  of  68  yean  of  age,  one  of  the  inqnireni.  Her  huaband  died 
when  ^e  was  jet  yoiug,  and  aha  determined,  as  an  act  of  merit,  not 
to  marry  again,  but  to  give  hers^  up  to  relig^oas  ezesrcisea  aa  a 
Buddhist  devotee,  for  ae'ronteen  years  she  abstained  from  all  kinds 
of  animal  food,  and  sought  to  '  reetify  her  actiona '  and  to  accaimalate 
merit,  to  alleviate  the  suflerings  of  afntnre  state.  She  had  a  private 
ehiq>^  foil  of  idols  to  which  women  resorted,  occasionally  spending 
whole  nights  with  her  in  idolatrons  worship  I  cannot  but  think 
that  she  was  sineere  andceosoieDtLoua  inher  bdief,.  and  iuher  puraoit 
of  happiness.  But  '  Gk)d,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for  His  great  love 
wherewith  He  loved  us,*  met  her  by  His  Spirit,  and  gtLve  her  life 
eternal  through  the  knowledge  of  Himself  *  the  only  true  Grod,  and 
Jesus  Christ  whom  He  has  sent.'  As  might  be  expected,  she  brought 
on  herself  a  great  deal  of  reproach  and  persecution,  by  becoming  a 
GhriBtian,  and  giving  up  her  idol-worship  and  vegetarianism.  May 
the  Lord  keep  her  '  until  that  day.'  Her  idols,  beads,  and  other 
articles  of  idolatrous  use,  she  voluntarily  brought  to  us,  and  I  sent 
them  to  England,  where  they  have  been  seen  by  many  friends  of  the 
mission. 

1869. 

"  On  the  first  day  of  1869,  this  old  lady,  by  partaldng  of  animal 
food,  broke  her  abstinence  of  17  years,  together  with  another  woman 
who  had  abstained  for  22  years.  It  may  seem  to  us  a  matt-er  of  little 
moment  whether  persons  cat  vegetable  or  animal  food,  but  to  these 
Cliinese  women,  who  rest  on  it  as  almost  their  only  hope  for  the 
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future,  it  is  a  very  different  thing.  Vegetarianifim  is  held  in  great 
esteem  by  the  BuddhiBts,  and  a  person  who  has  abstained  from  animal 
food  for  a  number  of  years,  is  beliered  to  hare  aocnmulated  a  large 
amount  of  merit ;  oonsequently  to  throw  all  this  away,  requires  not  a 
little  faith  in  the  work  of  Christ  as  all-suiBoient,  and  not  a  little 
firmness,  also,  to  bear  the  opposition  which  is  almost  sure  to  follow. 
But  while  the  old  lady  was  soon  reoeiyed  into  the  Ghuroh,  the  other 
woman  has  not  yet  made  a  public  profession  of  Ghristiani^.  * 

"The  evangelistio  work  was  continued  through  the  year  1869,  the 
Gongfregations  being  good,  though  opposition  to  the  truth  was  some- 
times manifested,  affording  an  opportunity  for  the  exhibition  of 
Christian  forbearance  and  faithfulness.  On  one  occasion,  Siao-fnng 
and  another  brother  went  into  a  tea-shop  in  the  city  to  preach,  when 
a  man,  who  had  previously  been  a  companion  of  the  former;  beg^an 
to  rvnle  him  most  viciously,  cursing  him  for  having  become  a  dis- 
ciple of  Jesus,  and  connecting  himself  with  the  *  foreign  devils.' 
Siao-fung  waited  patiently  till  the  man  had  finished,  when  his 
opponent  walked  away ;  then  he  boldly  lifted  up  his  voice  for  the 
Lord,  and  told  the  reason  why  he  could  now  allow  himself  to  be 
cursed  without  feeling  any  desire  for  revenge,  giving  them  a  little 
histoiy  of  his  own  life  while  unconverted,  to  which  some  present, 
as  well  as  the  man  who  had  cursed  him,  could  testify.  He  added 
that  by  the  great  grace  of  God,  he  was  now  brought  to  see  the  error 
of  his  ways,  to  know  himself  a  sinner,  and  to  find  refuge  and  salva- 
tion in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  certain  hope  of  everlasting 
happiness  in  heaven. 

**  I  may  mention  another  case  of  persecution.  A  bread-maker,  of 
the  name  of  Kin,  already  mentioned  as  an  inquirer  who  closed  his 
nhop  on  the  Lord's  day,  then  living  in  the  principal  street  of  Shao- 
hing,  was,  among  others,  baptized  in  1868.  His  profession  of  Christ 
had  already  become  veiy  widely  known,  and  he  was  called  the  *  wor- 
shipping shop-keeper,'  his  shop  going  by  the  name  of  *  the  worship 
shop,'  from  its  being  closed  on  the  *  worship  day,'  as  the  Chinese 
c  iU  the  Lord's  day.  He  subsequently  removed  to  a  village  five  or 
six  miles  distant.  After  a  time,  the  heathen  villagers  demanded 
that,  in  accordance  with  the  usual  custom,  he  should,  in  common 
with  the  rest,  bear  his  share  of  the  expenses  connected  with  the 
public  idolatrous  rites  of  the  place.  This,  being  a  Christian,  he 
positively  refused  to  do,  gfiving,  as  his  reason,  that  by  so  doing,  he 
should  be  sinning  against  God.    They  came  to  him  several  times, 

*  She  has  since  been  baptized  on  March  22nd,  1874. 


224 

and  demanded  that  if  he  would  not  comply  with  the  custonis  of  Hie 
place,  he  should  speedily  remove,  and  enzeed  and  beat  him;  all  vhidi, 
by  the  gnuse  of  Gad,  he  patiently  endured.    Tbs  landlord  seoffied  at 
him,  blasphemed  Ood  and  Jesns  in  very  feaxfol  language,  and  said 
to  him  mnch  tbe  same  as  was  said  to  our  blessed  Miister,  '  Iiet  Hjm 
deliver  him  now.*    Having  learned  these  partionlars  from  imn,  two 
of  the  brethren  went  out  to  see  ^be  landlord,  and  endeaTOnr  to  get 
the  difficulty  amicably  settled,  if  it  were  the  Lord's  will,  so  that  the 
brother  might  remain,  and  carry  on  his  business,  bnt  the  landloid 
would  come  to  no  terms ;  the  only  altematiTe  allowed,  if  he  wonU 
not  conform  to  the  idolatrous  practices,  was  to  remove.    The  land- 
lord took  the  opportunity  of  informing  these  two  brethrea  of  Kin 
Teh-chnng's  faults,  which  were  principally — that  he  was  continually 
preaching  about  Jesus,  had  said  that  God  was  his  Father,  and  that 
he  had  a  good  hope  that  he  would  go  to  heaven  after  death  ;  more- 
over, that  he  rebuked  the  villagers  for  worshipping  idols,  saying 
that  both  they  and  their  idols  were  void  of  trnderstanding,  and  that 
if  they  did  not  repent  and  believe  the  doctrine,  'ttiey  would  all  perish; 
and  he  further  dedaxed  that  he  (Kin)  had  never  paid  reverence  to 
his  ancestors  nor  idols  since  he  came  to  live  amongst  them.     Subse- 
quently, in  answer  to  prayer,  this  matter  was  satisfactorily  ammged. 
This  man,  about  whose  conversion  we  can  have  little  doubt,  and  who 
has  suffered  so  much  and  evinced  such  a  Christian  spirit,  is  now,  we 
reg^ret  to  say,  out  of  communion.    He  has  recently  spent  a  fortnight 
with  us,  and  we  have  much  hope  that  he  will  be  restored.    We  shall 
be  very  thankful  for  special  prayer  on  his  behalf. 

*^  In  July  of  this  year  (1869),  accompanied  by  Fung  Che-pao,  the 
shoemaker  whose  conversion  I  have  mentioned  above,  I  visited 
Shing-hien,  a  city  about  60  or  70  miles  south  of  this  place.  We 
sought  to  obtain  a  house  for  a  chapel,  and  though  we  had  to  contend 
with  difficulties,  God  graciously  overruled  them.  On  the  18th  July, 
we  opened  t,  mission-room  for  the  preaching  of  the  gospel.  This 
effort  was  followed  by  the  usual  circulation  of  agitating  reports,  and 
the  posting  up  of  anonymous  placards,  vilifying  our  religion,  and 
those  engaged  in  propagating  it ;  but  before  the  year  terminated, 
we  were  encouraged  by  several  inquirers,  in  whom  we  hoped  that 
a  work  of  grace  had  commenced. 

'^  In  Shao-hing  five  persons  were  baptized  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
The  first  convert  fell  asleep  in  Jesus  on  the  26th  November.  At  the 
end  of  1869  the  little  church  numbered  14  members. 

"In  February  1870,  we  were  cheered  by  the  baptism  of  the  first 
two  converts  in  Shing-hien.    It  was  no  easy  task  then  openly  to 
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profess  ChriRt  there.  One  who  was  deeply  interested  in  the  truth 
spent  all  his  spare  minntes  in  the  chapel  in  order  to  study  the  Serip* 
tares,  so  that  we  qoite  hoped  that  he. had  belierred  in  Jesos ;  bnt  when 
his  friends  and  neighhoars  learned  his  change  of  mind,  they  threat- 
ened that  if  he  became  a  Christian,  they  wonld  pumsh  him  severely, 
and  deprive  him  of  his  property.  The  poor  man  was  so  intimidated 
by  their  continued  threatenings,  that  he  no  longer  ventured  to 
oome  to  the  chap^.  On  the  whole,  however,  the  opposition  to  the 
truth  here  turned  out  for  the  furtherance  of  the  gospel.  The  in- 
flammatory reports  and  placards  caused  such  excitement  that  large 
numbers  came  to  learn  for  themselves  the  reason  for  our  bringing 
the  gospel  into  their  midst.  Thus  many  heard  the  Word  of  Grod, 
who,  perhaps,  would  not  otherwise  have  done  so. 

"In  June,  one  of  our  evangelists  succeeded  in  renting  a  house  in 
the  city  of  Sin-ch'ang.  This  city  is  some  twelve  miles  beyond 
8hing-hien.  Biificulties  soon  arose ;  the  assistant  was  beaten,  and 
opposition  was  so  great,  that,  for  a  time,  the  chapel  was  closed. 
But  about  the  middle  of  August  I  visited  the  station,  and,  by 
God's  blessing,  was  enabled  so  to  arrange  matters  that  the  chapel 
was  re-opened  in  peace,  and  the  work  has  gone  on  iminterruptedly 
since.  In  Shao-hing  itself  there  were  no  baptisms.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  this  was  the  year  of  the  Tientsin  massacre,  and 
was,  on  the  whole,  the  most  trying  one  we  have  experienced  since 
coming  to  China.  The  strong  anti-foreigpu  feeling  which  everywhere 
prevailed,  and  the  excited  state  of  the  people,  brought  down  per- 
secution, in  one  form  or  other,  on  the  native  Christians.  By  God's 
help,  they  were  preserved  steadfast  throughout. '  Both  here  and  in 
Shing-hien,  also,  there  were  several  persons  who  professed  to  be 
interested  in  the  truth. 

"  The  progress  of  the  work  during  the  year  1 87 1  was  more  apparent; 
ten  persons  were  baptized,  four  at  Sin-ch'ang,  one  at  Shing-hien,  and 
five  at  Shao-hing.  These  four  first-fruits  at  Sin-ch'ang  were  received 
on  the  13th  of  April,  about  ten  months  from  the  opening  of  the 
station.  Two  of  these  were  women,  one  of  whom  had  been  living  in 
a  Buddhist  nunnery,  spending  all  her  time  and  strength  in  the 
worship  of  idols;  but  after  hearing  the  truth,  she  gave  up  her 
position  at  considerable  pecuniary  loss.  The  other  woman  kept  a 
small  shop,  and  soon  gave  testimony  of  her  sincerity  by  closing  it  on 
the  Lord's  day.  She  encountered  not  a  little  trial  and  persecution 
from  her  neighbours  and  friends,  but  the  Lord  sustained  her  and 
kept  her  from  the  fear  of  man.    After  a  while  she  learned  to  read 
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the  romanised  ooUoqnial  New  Testament,  and  for  some  time  past  has 
been  in.  fact,  though  not  in  namt,  a  *  Bible  woman.'  Now  (1874),  she 
is  definitely  employed  as  such. 

"  The  opposition  to  the  work  in  Sfaing-hien  was  very  detennined. 
The  one  baptized  there  this  year  was  the  mother-in-law  of  the  natiTe 
helper.  The  people  generally  kept  aloof  from  us,  and  the  native 
Christians  had  mnoh  trial. 

*^In  October  after  my  return  from  Shing-hien,  I  had  a  aerioiii 
attack  of  f erer,  from  which  I  had  not  fuUy  recovered,  when  in  Feb- 
ruary 1872, 1  was  again  laid  down  with  confluent  small-pox.  Three 
months  further  elapsed  before  I  was  able  to  leave  the  house  at  all, 
two  more  before  I  could  resume  my  regular  work.  During^  these 
nine  months  the  work  entirely  devolved  on  the  native  helpers.  In 
July  1872, 1  again  visited  Shing-hien,  and  was  able  to  rent  more 
suitable  premises  than  we  had  previously  occupied.  While  there,  I 
met  with  a  literary  gentleman,  Mr.  Nying,  a  Sin-tsai  (B.  A.),  "who  had 
read  some  translationa  of  western  scientific  works.  He  had  also 
seen  some  of  our  Christian  literature  ;  but,  as  he  found  the 
Scriptures  dry  and  uninteresting,  he  gave  up  reading  them.  He 
was  quite  careless  and  sceptical  as  to  spiritual  things,  and  thought 
prayer  absurd ;  his  idea  being,  that  if  there  were  any  Crod,  He 
was  certainly  too  great  a  Being,  and  too  far  removed,  to  take 
any  concern  in  the  affairs  of  our  every-day  life.  I  had  a  long 
an^  solemn  conversation  with  him,  and  at  its  conclusion,  told 
him  that  I  should  pray  for  him :  this  much  impressed  him,  and 
he  thought  to  himself,  'Here  is  a  foreigner,  a  perfect  stranger  to  me, 
so  concerned  about  me,  that  he  wiU  pray  for  me,  and  I  do  not  even 
pray  for  myself.'  He  then  commenced  praying  in  secret,  and  soon 
found  a  change  in  himself  for  which  he  could  not  account.  He  again 
begfan  reading  the  Scriptures,  but  now  with  prayer  for  enlightenment 
from  God's  Spirit.  To  his  surprise,  it  entirely  became  a  new  book, 
and  the  study  of  it  was  a  pleasure ;  thus  he  was  led  to  trust  in  the 
Lord  Jesus.  He  now  prayed  for  the  conversion  of  his  family,  and  his 
faith  was  greatly  streng^ened,  when  on  speaking  to  his  wife  on  the 
subject,  fearing  much  opposition,  he  found  her  only  too  willing  to  re- 
ceive the  truth  as  that  which  she  had  long  been  feeling  the  need  of. 
His  eldest  son  too,  soon  appeared  to  trust  in  Christ.  I  have  not  in 
my  experience  met  with  a  more  decided  and  clear  work  of  the  Spirit. 
He  is  a  man  of  ability,  and  of  considerable  influence  and  standing 
in  Shing-hien.  He  was  baptized  in  February  1873,  and  his  son 
in  the  November  following.       His  wife   and  daughter  were  also 
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believen;*  and  not  a  little  good  has  already  been  done  by  Kr. 
Nying's  efforts,  f 

^  On  my  return  from  Shing-hien  in  July  1872,  we  had  the  joy  of 
baptizing  two  persons  in  Shao-hing,  and  before  the  end  of  the  year  I 
was  able  to  pay  another  visit  to  Sin-ch'ang  and  Shing-hien.  The 
manifest  prog^ress  of  the  work  of  Gk)d  in  these  plaises,  greatly  rejoiced 
me,  and  the  more  so,  as  the  work  in  Shao-hing  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  was  very  dead  and  discouraging,  as,  I  regret  to  say,  it 
continued  to  be  through  the  year  1873. 

'^  This  was  in  the  out-stations,  however,  the  most  successful  year  we 
have  had.  Not  to  mention  three  persons  who  were  baptized  in  Ning- 
po  (the  supervision  of  our  station  there  having  been  transferred  to 
me  when  Kr.  McCarthy  left  Hang-ohau),  thirteen  were  baptized  in 
in  Sin-ch'ang,  six  of  them  being  members  of  the  place,  and  seven  be- 
longing to  Shing-hien.  For  a  time  the  opposition  in  the  latter  place 
became  very  threatening,  and  it  almost  seemed  as  if  we  should  be 
driven  away  ;  but  €k)d  graciously  ordered  it  for  good,  and  now  the 
work  has  extended  to  the  neighbouring  village  of  Sien-ngxsn,  where 
an  out-station  has  been  opened  through  one  of  the  converts  who 
resides  there. :[  Another  has  also  been  opened  in  Tsdng-kO-bu ;  l)ut 
there  the  opposition  still  continues  trying.  '  I  give  you  the  latest 
tidings  from  Shing-hien,  extracting  from  a  letter,  dated  December 
29th,  1873,  written  by  Mr.  Nying  to  myself:-— 

'*  Yesterday,  the  Lord's  day,  I  preached  to  an  audience  of  about 
seventy  persons ;  of  that  number  many  seemed  pleased  to  hear  the 
truth.  In  the  afternoon  there  were  about  fifty  present.  So  desirous 
were  they  to  hear  the  Word,  that  I  continued  to  explain  the  Scriptures 
until  evening,  and  even  then  my  hearers  were  loath  to  depart. 
Last  week,  for  some  whole  days,  I  was  engaged  preaching  the  glad 
tidings ;  many  men  who  had  come  to  the  local  examinations  came  to 
the  chapel  to  investigate  and  discTiss  the  new  doctrine.  Truly,  God 
borrowed  my  mouth  to  declare  His  glorious  name.  Some  gladly 
heard  the  Word,  and  others  Were  ofifended  at  it.  Through  God's  great 
grace  and  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  we  are  enabled  to 
trample  Satan  under  foot.     I  ask  th6   brethren  in  Shao-hing  to 

*  Since  the  above  was  written  they  have  been  baptized  on  March 
22nd,  1874. 

t  Interesting  notices  of  this  man  will  be  f  oimd  in  Oeeasiatial  Faper, 
No.  33,  pp.  6d,  70 ;  No.  35,  p.  128 ;  and  No.  36  (see  Mr.  Stevenson's 
letter). 

X  See  Occasional  Fapet'j  No.  36,  page  156. 
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>oin  -wiih  me  in  thanking  God;  and  I  ask  yon.  Ids.  SterenMm 
and  Miss  Turner,  when  prajring  morning  and  evemng,  to  reoKD- 
ber  me  before  the  Lord,  that  I  may  be  filled  with  His  Spirit, 
and  that  my  laith  may  be  strengthened,  so  that  I  may  &itbfiiDy 
preach  the  Gospel,  and  that  I  may  oTSroome  tlieBefiL  I  write  theee 
few  things  to  yon,  Mr.  Stevenson,  regarding  theptoesent  hopefol  state 
of  the  work  in  Shing-hien,  in  the  first  plaoethat  yon  may  be  eneoiir- 
aged,  and  in  the  seeond,  that  yon  may  certainly  kiKmr  thnt  your  luboar 
has  not  been  in  vain  in  the  Lord,  seeing  yon  have  oome  aome  wsxty 
thooaand  /*'  across  the  ocean  to  this  place.  May  yon  thraugli  graee 
soon  be  comforted  by  seeing  the  fnot  of  your  labonrs. 

**  In  oondusion,  the  total  number  baptized  in  Shao-hing,  Shing-hien, 
and  Sln-ch'ang,  from  the  commencement  up  to  the  end  of  1873,  was 
forty-two,*  of  whom  thirty  were  men,  and  twelre  women.  One  of 
the  men  has  died  in  the  faith,  and  five  are  at  present  oat  of  commn- 
nion,  leaving  thirty-six  in  church  fellowBhip.  Besides  these,  there 
are  nine  candidates  for  baptism,  who  are  likely  soon  to  be  received, 
and  six  hopeful  inquirers. 

**In  this  account  I  have  given  no  details  of  the  work  in  Ning-po  and 
its  two  out-stations,  which  have  been  under  my  care  since  May  last. 
Nor  have  I  referred  to  the  girla'  school  under  Miss  Turner's  caiB, 
which  has  been  here  since  March.  The  new  school-house,  now  nearly 
completed,  will,  I  trust,  greatly  promote  its  efiiciency,  and  the  health 
and  comfort  of  the  girls. 

*'  Bally  preaching  is  still  carried  on  in  the  chapels  at  each  of  the  five 
stations,  and  many  thousands  have  heard  the  message  of  salvation. 

*'The  native  church  at  Shao-hing  contributed  for  missionary  pur- 
poses and  relief  of  the  poor  in  1872,  12  dols.  7c.,  and  in  1873^  24 
dols.  69c.  Since  the  latter  part  of  1873,  the  churches  at  Shing-hien 
and  Sin-ch'ang  give  systematic  weekly  contributions  for  the  work 
of  God. 

**  Since  the  commencement,  we  have  sold  books  to  the  heathen,  prin« 
cipally  Scriptures,  at  very  reduced  prices,  to  the  value  of  31  d<ds.  46c, 
and  have  circulated  more  than  a  thousand  New  Testaments,  many 
smaller  portions  of  Scripture,  and  from  ten  to  twenty  thousand  traets 
and  small  books.  May  we  not  hope  in  due  time  to  find  that  this 
seed  sown,  has  borne  fruit  to  the  praise  and  glory  of  God  P 

"Yours  faithfully, 

"  (Signed)      John  W.  Stevensojt." 

*  Four  others  were  baptized  on  March  22nd,  1874. 


CHINA  INLAIO)  MISSION. 


ESTABLISHED  for  the  eyaiigelization  of  disiriots  away  from  the 
ports,  and  eyentaally,  if  possible,  of  all  the  wholly  unoocnpied 
provinces. 

PRESENT  Staff  of  the  Mission  t  One  hundred  and  two  labourers, 
viz.,  Missionaries  and  their  wives,  thirty-five;  together  with 
sixly-three  male  native  assistants,  and  four  native  Bible-women. 

STATIONS  and  Ont-Stations,  over  forty  in  which  ther^  are  resident 
labourers.  Mataiy  o!fcher  places  are  reached  by  itinerant  efforts,  in 
some  of  which  there  are  converts. 

LONDON  ADDRESS :  6  Pyrland  Boad,  Newington  Green,  Lon- 
don,  N.,  where  can  be  obtained  the  Publications  of  the  Mission ; 
and  Photographs  of  the  Missionaries, — ^Price  6d.  each. 

BANEERS — London  and  County  Bank,  Lombard  Street.  All 
CHEQUES  should  be  crossed  London  and  County  Bank. 

POST-OFFICE  ORDERS  should  be  made  payable  to  Riohabd 
Harris  Hill,  at  the  Newington  Qreen  Road  Post  OfBce. 

IN  consequence  of  the  considerable  reduction  lately  made  in  the 
charge  for  Post  Offiob  Obdbbs,  and  to  enmre  greater  tafety^  it  is 
respectfully  suggested  that,  where  practicable,  even  small  sums 
may  be  remitted  in  this  way. 

FRIENDS  intending  the  whole  or  part  of  their  donations  for  the 
personal  use  of  any  member  of  the  Mission  will  be  kind  enough, 
when  writing,  very  clearly  to  express  their  wishes. 

The  OCCASIONAL  PAPERS  are  sent  post  free  to  donors  and 
friends  of  the  Mission.  Those  desiring  to  pay  for  them  can 
cover  the  cost  and  postage  for  one  year  by  enclosing  sixpence  in 
stamps  to  6  Pyrland  Road,  Newington  Qreen,  London,  N. 

MISSIONARY  BOXES,  free  on  application. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

«* CHINA:    ITS  SPIRITUAL  NEED  AND  CLAIMS." 

With  Appendix  and  Illustrative  Maps.     Price  6d.,  cloth  Is.    By 
the  Rev.  J.  Hudson  Taylor,  M.R.C.S.,  P.R.G.S. 

"  CHINA  &  THE  CHINESE : "  an  Address  to  the  Young.  Price  Id. 
By  the  Rev.  J.  Hudson  Tatlob. 

<'  SUMMARY  of  the  Operations  of  the  China  Inland  Mission,"  with 
Map.    By  the  Rev.  J.  Hudson  Taylor. 

**  OCCASIONAL  PAPERS." 

Set  of  three  Vols.,  doth'  28.,  paper  covers  Is.  Postage,  3d.  for  each 
volume. 
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•  Balance  Sheet  to  this  date  will  be  pabliahed  with  next  Number. 

DUBLIX  STEAM  PBIKl'ZKO  COXPANT. 


gjtina  ois  Jntiraa^f. 


Mr.  Stevenson,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Hemry  Soltau,  will 
sail  (d.v.)  in  the  "Tenasserim"  about  April  5th,  from  Glas 
gow  for  Rangoon,  en  route  for  Bhamo  on  the  Burmaii 
Frontier  of  China.  Special  prayer  is  requested  on  their 
behalf. 

Mr.  Henry  Soltau  having  acted  as  Hon.  Sec.  to  the 
Mission,  vill,  al  ray  suggestion,  to  prevent  misconception, 
only  receive  those  donations  specially  contributed  for  him. 

Recent  letters  inform  us  that  Mrs.  Duncan  and  child, 
who,  with  Misses  Faulding  and  Doig,  sailed  from  London  in 
the  "Fleurs  Castle,"  Nov.  33rd,  arrived  in  Shanghai,  Jan. 
■  1 8th  ;  and  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williamson  and  babe,  who  left 
London  in  the  "Gordon  Castle,"  Feb.  13th,  paaseJ  Port 
Said,  Feb.  aSth,  having  had  a  fine  passage  so  far. 

The  passages  of  all  the  above  were  provided  without 
cost  to  the  Mission. 

J.  HUDSON  T.^VI.OR. 
March  2S/i,  1875. 
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uaiance  »iieet  to  this  date  will  be  publiahed  with  next  Number. 


DUBLIV  8TZAM  PBIXTIITO  COXPANT. 


Rzcx)     oxTXi     :ex3Si3iry. 


C^ina   Inhnb   pissiffs. 


Hxm.  fiirtctor: 

RsT.  J.  HUDSON  TATLOB. 

RICHARD  HARRIS  HILL,  HENRY  80LTAU. 

JOHN    OHALLIOE. 

bonbon  Offia: 

6  PYRLAND  ROAD.  NEWINGTON  GREEN,  N. 

ESTABLISHED  for  the  evangelizatioxL  of  districts  away  from  the 
ports,  and  eventually,  if  possible,  of  aU  the  wholly  unoocapied 
proYincee. 

CHARACTER. — ^Evangelical  and  unsectarian — embracing  members 
of  all  the  leading  denominations  of  Christians. 

PRESENT  Staff  of  the  Mission :  Over  one  hundred  labooierB, 
vix.,  Ifissionaries  and  their  wives,  thirty-seven ;  together  with, 
over  seventy  male  native  assistants,  and  several  native  Bible- 
women. 

STATIONS  and  Out-Stations,  over  forty  in  which  there  are  resident 
labourers.  Many  other  places  are  reached  by  itinerant  efforts,  in 
some  of  which  there  are  converts. 

HOW  SUPPORTED.— Entirely  by  the  free  gifts  of  the  Locd*s 
people,  both  in  money  and  time.  As  there  are  no  paid  ofKoets 
at  home  or  abroad,  all  the  funds  are  appropriated  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Missionaries  and  the  extension  of  the  work. 

N.B. — fViends  intending  the  whole  or  a  part  of  their  dona- 
tions for  the  personal  use  of  any  member  of  the  Misaton, 
or  for  any  particular  branch  of  the  work,  should  very 
clearly  express  their  wishes. 

ALL  donations  to  be  sent  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  or  Treasnrer. 
Bankers — ^London  and  County  Bank,  Lombard  Street.  Cheques 
crossed  Ztmdon  end  County  Baink»  Post-OfBLce  Ordeis  payable  to 
RiOHABD  Harris  Hill,  Newington  Green  Road  Post  Office, 

MISSIONARY  BOXES  (Ornamental),  free  on  appHcation. 

IN  consequence  of  the  considerable  reduction  lately  made  in  tbo 
charge  for  Post  Office  Ordbbs,  and  to  ensure  greater  safety^  it  is 
respectfully  suggested  that,  where  practicable,  even  smaM  sums 
may  be  remitted  in  this  way. 

Thb  OCCASIONAL  PAPERS  are  sent  post  free  to  donors  and 
friends  of  the  Mission.  Those  desiring  to  pay  for  them  can 
cover  the  cost  and  postage  for  one  3rear  by  enclosing  sixpence  in 
stamps  to  6  Pyrland  Road,  Newington  Green,  London,  N. 
Single  copies  one  penny  each. 

PRAYER-MEETING.— Evenr  Saturday  Afternoon,  from  4  to  5 
o'clock,  at  the  London  Office  as  above. 


CHINA    INLAND    MISSION. 
OCCASIONAL  PAPER,  No.  39. 


6,  Ptrland  Eoad,  Newington  Gbeex, 
LosTDOK,  N.,  February  1875. 

Deab  Fbiekds, 

As  Mr.  Taylor  is  now  in  England,  and  has  himself 
addressed  you  at  some  length  on  matters  connected  mth 
the  Mission,  it  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  append  our 
customary  letter. 

We  will,  howeyer,  add  to  his  requests  for  prayer,  ours, 
that  his  strength  may  be  speedily  restored,  and  that,  in  any 
case,  this  afiBiction  may  fall  out  for  the  furtherance  of  the 
Gospel. 

Yours  sincerely  in  Christ, 
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6  Ptblaxd  Road,  Jan,  1875. 
*'  The  Lord  is  good ;  a  stronghold  in  the  day  of  trouble ;  and  He 
knoweth  them  that  trust  in  Him." — ^Nahum  i.  7. 

Beloved  Fbiends, 

Though  brought  back  by  the  providence  of  God  to  my 
native  land,  I  am  unable  to  move  about  £rom  the  ejects  of 
a  fall  which  I  had  in  China  six  months  ago.  I  am,  there- 
fore, the  more  thankful  to  communicate  with  you  through 
the  Press. 

You  have  already  heard  the  tidings,  which  reached  us 
first  at  Marseilles  on  our  homeward  journey,  of  the  death 
of  our  beloved  sister.  Miss  Blatchley ;  and  have  likewise 
learned,  that  soon  after  our  arrival  in  England,  our  m&Ur^ 
Mrs.  Budland,  was  called  home.  At  the  request  of  several 
of  our  friends  we  reprint  from  the  Christianj  Mr.  Guinness's 
beautiful  letter  about  Miss  Blatchley's  removal.  She  was 
indeed  a  sweet  savour  of  Christ  among  those  who  truly 
knew  her.  Mrs.  Budland,  though  in  a  different  sphere, 
served  the  same  Lord ;  and  we  believe  that  she  too  has 
heard  the  Master's  commendation — *'  She  hath  done  what 
she  could."  Those  who  have  been  the  most  deeply  exercised 
by  these  removals  will,  however,  heartily  respond  to  the 
words  with  which  we  have  headed  this  letter — "  The  Lord 
is  good;  a  stronghold  in  the  day  of  trouble;  ^nd  He 
knoweth  them  that  trust  in  Him." 

Believing  that  many  of  you  will  be  interested  in  an 
accoimt  of  the  Lord's  dealings  with  us-  in  the  supply  oi^ 
funds  during  a  time  of  special  trial,  we  give,  further  on,  a 
letter  written  at  the  time  to  a  private  friend,  recording 
God's  faithfulness  in  hearing  and  answering  prayer,  and 
in  sustaining  the  hearts  of  several  of  His  tried  servants. 

Many  of  you  will  have  seen  an  appeal  for  prayer  that 
the  Lord  may  raise  up  eighteen  missionaries  for  the  nine 
still  unoccupied  provinces  of  China,  which  I  have  had  in- 
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Berted  in  several  periodicals.  I  have  tlie  fullest  hope  that 
God  will  enable  us,  this  year,  to  commence  work  in  at  least 
two  OP  three  of  these  dark  regions,  and  trust  that  in  the 
next  Oecaaional  Paper  we  may  be  able  to  announce  the 
departure  of  missionaries  to  Burmah,  to  undertake  opera- 
tions amongst  the  inhabitants  of  Yun-nan  (S.W.  China), 
to  bo  extended,  as  God  may  open  the  way,  to  the  three 
adjoining  provinces  (Si-ch'uen,  Kwei-chau,  and  Kwang-si). 
But,  it  may  be  asked,  is  it  really  possible,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  country,  for  our  brethren  to  benefit  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  remote  regions  ?  Our  risen  Saviour  has 
commanded  us  to  "  go  into  all  the  world."  The  difiiculties, 
it  is  true,  can  scarcely  be  exaggerated  ;  but,  "  The  people 
that  do  hnovj  their  God  shall  he  strong  and  do  exploits ^  Will 
you  not  join  us  in  prayer  in  asking  for  such  men,  and  only 
such,  as  do  know  their  Ood,  to  go  to  these  teeming  millions  ? 
Tours  gratefully  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

J.  HxjDsoN  Taylok. 


EECENT    INTELLIGENCE. 

WU-CH'ANG  (province  Hu-peh).  Cm*  work  in  this 
city  is  barely  commenced,  as  the  following  extracts  from 
Mr.  Judd's  correspondence  will  show.  He  has  in  tho  first 
instance  to  acquire  the  peculiarities  of  Western  Chinese 
pronunciation  and  idiom  before  attempting  extensive  ex- 
ploratory and  evangelistic  work.  Some  of  the  difficulties 
of  settling  in  a  new  place  are  shown  by  his  letters ;  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  how  much  our  friends  need  the 
prayers  of  God's  people,  that  they  may  have  help  and 

guidance  in  all  their  dealings  with  the  Chinese : — 

**  Oct,  12,  1874. — A  ahort  resumh  of  our  time  spent  here  may,  per- 
haps, be  acceptable  to  you.  I  came  up  with  you  at  the  end  of  May, 
and  when  nearing  Hankow  you  had  the  misfortune,  if  I  may  wse  the 
word,  to  be  severely  injured  by  a  f aU.   After  a  few  fniitless  attempts 
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we  at  last  Bucceeded  in  renting  a  house,  and  70a  were  then  saddesiJ j 
called  away  by  the  illness  of  Hiss  Bowyer.  The  house,  however, 
proved  so  damp  and  nnsoitable  that  it  was  impossible  to  live  in  it. 
Again  we  had  to  seek  a  residence,  and  a  landlord  willing*  to  let  to  a 
foreigner.  After  a  few  unsuooessful  negociations  I  soooeeded  in 
renting  one  for  £4,  48.  per  month,  but  not  in  so  good  a  position  as  our 
present  house.  We  paid  the  nsaal  deposit  and  one  month's  rent^  bat 
before  we  moved  in  the  landlord  became  alarmed  or  dissatisfiied,  and 
repaid  the  money,  about  £8,  Ss.,  into  the  hands  of  our  servant^  Li, 
who  absconded  with  it,  taking  also  my  Chinese  bedding,  some  of  onr 
best  blankets,  our  stock  of  flannel,  and  some  other  things,  leaving  us 
again  to  seek  a  house.  Soon  afterwards  we  obtained  our  presitat 
residenoe,  and  have  lived  in  it  about  three  months;  now  we  aie 
obliged  to  move  again,  as  defects  in  the  sewerage  have  proved  in* 
superable,  and  five  of  our  household  have  suffered  more  or  leas  from 
fever.  We  have  been  greatly  helped  in  finding  another  house.  One 
became  empty  about  fifty  yards  lower  down  the  same  street,  bnt  on 
the  hiU-gide,  with  the  dwelling  part  of  the  premises  well  elevated. 
The  rent  is  24s.  per  month  less  than  our  present  house.  The  front 
door  is  also  in  a  busier  part  of  the  street,  and  so  it  is  better  adapted 
for  a  preaching  staticm.  We  hope  to  move  into  it,  if  Ood  will,  on  the 
17th  of  this  month. 

<*  Soon  after  we  came  here,  our  hitherto  valuable  Christian  servant 
became  very  unsettled,  and  at  last  so  changed,  that  we  were  obliged 
to  dismiss  him.  We  are  glad,  however,  to  find  him  stiU  attending 
chapel.  It  was  remarked  to  me  a  short  time  ago  by  Mr.  Cox,  that 
Satan  is  trying  hard  to  oppose  the  work  here,  and  my  short  experi- 
ence oonvinces  me  of  the  truth  of  this. 

Sin-S1AN(}  (province  Kiang-si).  Mr.  Cardwell  writes 
under  date  of  November  7th —  , 

<*  I  had  the  pleasure  of  baptizing  three  men  on  Tuesday  last,  all  of 
whom  have  been  candidates  from  twelve  to  eighteen  months ;  during 
which  time  I  have  had  much  comfort  in  observing  their  truly  Chris- 
tian deportment. 

'*  I  am  thankful  to  say  I  am  much  better  in  health,  but  I  cannot 
get  over  my  loneliness. 

**  Two  of  the  American  missionaries  have  just  had  a  severe  beating 
at  a  city  seventy-five  It  from  this.  The  magistrates  refused  to  look 
at  their  passports  or  to  help  them  in  any  way.  So  they  were  left  to 
the  mercy  of  the  mob.  and  barely  escaped  with  their  lives  by  swim- 
ming a  river  in*  the  darkness." 
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GAN-HWUY. — ^In  this  province  two  new  stations  tave 
been  opened,  in  capitals  of  Prefectures,  since  our  last 
Oecanonal  Paper  was  penned  ;  the  one  at  T'ai-piug-fu, 
between  Wu-hu  and  Nankin;  the  other  at  Ch*i-chau-fu, 
between  Gan-k*ing  and  Ta-t*ung.  We  are  greatly  en- 
couraged by  the  aspect  of  the  work  at  "Wu-hu,  where  four 
persons  have  recently  been  baptized,  besides  the  one  men- 
tioned in  our  last  number  as  received  at  Chin-kiang.  There 
are  likewise  six  inquirers  and  others  hopei^y  interested. 
We  give  extracts  from  an  account  of  Mr.  McCarthy's  last  visit 
but  one  to  these  stations.  He  went  by  steamer  ^m 
Chin-kiang,  and  on  the  way  had  favourable  opportunities 
of  speaking  for  Christ  to  Europeans  in  the  vessel : — 

"  Aniyed  at  GAN-K*ING  at  10  p.m.,  too  late  to  enter  the  city.  As 
soon  as  the  city  gates  were  opened  in  the  morning',  we  went  into  the 
chapel,  and  f onnd  the  assistant  and  his  wife  in  good  health.  They 
-were  verj  glad  to  see  ns,  and  to  learn  all  that  we  could  tell  them  of 
the  Lord's  dealings  with  yarions  members  of  the  mission.  Many 
yisitors  also  came  in.  Kext  day  we  went  outside  the  West  Gkite  to 
see  one  of  the  members.  We  had  a  g^d  time  in  a  tea  shop,  where 
we  distributed  a  number  of  tracts,  and  spoke  to  many  people;  On  my 
way  back,  I  called  to  see  our  former  landlord,  but  found  him  as  little 
disposed  as  eyer  to  listen  to  the  Gk>8pel.  After  our  return  we  had 
conyersation  with  yisitors  for  some  time  ;  then  went  out  through  the 
Korth  G^te,  where  we  spoke  and  gaye  tracts  to  a  number  of  people. 

"The  following  day  we  went  on  to  TA-T*irNG,  and  the  day  after 
preached  in  the  chapel  there,  from  morning  prayers  till  dinner  time.  I 
found  that  there  were  seyeral  persons  who  were  very  friendly ;  but  none 
who  as  yet  1/aye  really  decided  to  follow  the  Lord  Jesus.  Eight-tenths 
of  the  people  of  this  town  are  from  the  proyinccs  of  Hu-peh  and 
Hu-nan.  One  of  those  who  come  continually  is  from  the  province  of 
Si-ch*uen.  After  dinner  we  went  out,  and  met  many  who  were  glad 
to  have  conyersation  with  us,  and  gaye  tracts  to  a  number  of  them. 
I  should  judge  that  while  there  are  as  yet  no  decided  cases  of  conyer- 
sion,  still  there  is  a  hopeful  work  going  on,  which  will  bring  forth 
fruit  at  no  distant  date. 

"  We  next  yisited  WL'-HU :  here  we  were  much  cheered.  In  a  very 
short  time  we  had  many  visitors — candidates,  inquirers,  and  others. 
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•  Balance  Sheet  to  this  date  will  be  published  with  next  Number. 
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61^tna  ma  Jit^nm^. 

siiw'i.^'w™?"''' *="'"''"''"'  >>y  Mr.  Hekrv  S0LiAi.,,il| 
raw   f„     b"  Tenasserim"  aboot  April  5th,  from  Glas 

FroMia,  „?  rP°°'   %  ""■",  ""   "'"""'   ™    *"  Barman 
I'eSf  "■       ^^P""'  P"?"  "  "qmstrf  on  their 

Mission  iJfl"'',  '^°'"°  ''"'i°S  "'"^  "   """■  *="■  ">  •I'o 
onlv  T.!i',V    .1,     "J  '"esesoon,  to  prevent  misconception, 
™y  recei«  titose  donations  specially  contributed  for  him, 
,!,„  ^™«!Mter!  inform  ns  that  Mrs.  Duncan  and  child, 
A,  ;.n         A"';  Kr"'''"'«  ""''  I5°«.  ™kd  from  London  it 

8,1,        i'f"S'''    '*°'-"3'<''  "■'"<'  "  Shanghai,  Jan. 

8th  .  and  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williamson  and  babe,  vrho  left 

aiQ,  f  eb.  asth,  havmg  had  a  fine  passage  so  far. 

»stt7'^e''sr''"""""'°"  "■"'  """'■■'"'  ""■-■' 


^incB!     oxrsi     M:wBr-y. 
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6  Ptblaxd  Road,  Jan.  1875. 
'*  The  Lord  is  good ;   a  stronghold  in  the  day  of  trouble ;  and  He 
knoweth  them  that  tzuBt  in  Him.** — ^Nahum  i.  7. 

Beloved  Friends, 

Though  brought  back  by  the  providence  of  God  to  my 
native  land,  I  am  unable  to  move  about  &om  the  effects  of 
a  fall  which  I  had  in  China  six  months  ago.  I  am,  there- 
fore, the  more  thankful  to  communicate  with  you  through 
the  Press. 

You  have  already  heard  the  tidings,  which  reached  us 
first  at  Marseilles  on  our  homeward  journey,  of  the  death 
of  our  beloved  sister.  Miss  Blatchley ;  and  have  likewise 
learned,  that  soon  after  our  arrival  in  England,  our  sister, 
Mrs.  Rudland,  was  called  home.  At  the  request  of  several 
of  our  friends  we  reprint  from  the  Chriitian^  Mr.  Guinness's 
beautiful  letter  about  Miss  Blatchley's  removal.  She  was 
indeed  a  sweet  savour  of  Christ  among  those  who  truly 
knew  her.  Mrs.  Rudland,  though  in  a  different  sphere, 
served  the  same  Lord ;  and  we  believe  that  she  too  has 
heard  the  Master's  commendation — *'  She  hath  done  what 
she  could."  Those  who  have  been  the  most  deeply  exercised 
by  these  removals  will,  however,  heartily  respond  to  the 
words  with  which  we  have  headed  this  letter — "  The  Lord 
is  good;  a  stronghold  in  the  day  of  trouble;  ^nd  He 
knoweth  them  that  trust  in  Him." 

Believing  that  many  of  you  will  be  interested  in  an 
account  of  the  Lord's  dealings  with  us-  in  the  supply  of 
funds  during  a  time  of  special  trial,  we  give,  further  on,  a 
letter  written  at  the  time  to  a  private  friend,  recording 
God's  faithfulness  in  hearing  and  answering  prayer,  and 
in  sustaining  the  hearts  of  several  of  His  tried  servants. 

Many  of  you  will  have  seen  an  appeal  for  prayer  that 
the  Lord  may  raise  up  eighteen  missionaries  for  the  nine 
still  unoccupied  provinces  of  China,  which  I  have  had  in- 


C^ina   |nhitb   |9^hsi0n. 


Hnn.  fiiztdor: 

Rkt.  J.  HUDSON  TAYLOE. 

Hon.  jStcs.: 

RIOHABD  BARKIS  HILL,  HENBY  SOLTAU. 

I^oir.  Crtasnrtr: 

JOHN    OHALLIGE. 
}f onion  Affice: 

6  PYBLAIO)  EOAD,  NEWINGTON  OBEEN,  N- 

ESTABLISHED  for  the  evangeli^atioii  of  disfcricts  away  from  the 
ports,  and  eyentoallj,  if  poaaible,  of  all  the  wholly  unoociipied 
proYinoeii. 

CHARACTER. — ^Eyangelical  and  nnsectarian — embraoing  niemben 
of  all  the  leading  denominations  of  Christians. 

FRESENT  Staff  of  the  Mission:  Over  one  hundred  labonzm, 
yiis.,  Missionaries  and  their  wiTes,  thirty-seyen ;  together  wifli 
oyer  seventy  male  native  assistants,  ana  several  native  Bible- 
women. 

STATIONS  and  Ont-Stations,  over  forty  in  which  there  are  resident 
labourers.  Many  other  places  are  reached  by  itinerant  efforts^  in 
some  of  which  there  are  converts. 

HOW  SUPPOBTED.— Entirely  by  the  fcee  gifto  of  the  Lord's 
people,  both  in  money  and  tmie.  As  there  are  no  paid  offieeza 
at  home  or  abroad,  all  the  funds  are  appropriated  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Missionaries  and  the  extension  of  the  work. 

N.B. — fViends  intending  the  whole  or  a  part  of  their  dona- 
tions for  the  personal  use  of  any  member  of  the  Mission, 
or  for  any  particular  branch  oc  the  work,  should  very 
clearly  express  their  wishes. 

ALL  donations  to  be  sent  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  or  Treasurer. 
Bankers — ^London  and  County  Bank,  Lombard  Street.  Cheques 
crossed  London  and  County  Bink,  Post-Office  Orders  x>ayable  to 
RiOHUU)  Habbis  Hill,  Newington  Green  Boad  Post  Office. 

MISSIONARY  BOXES  (Ornamental),  free  on  application. 

IN  consequence  of  the  considerable  reduction  lately  made  in  the 
charge  for  Post  Office  Obdbbs,  and  to  ensure  greaUr  saftty^  it  is 
respectfully  suggested  that,  where  practicable,  even  smaM  sums 
may  be  remitted  in  this  way. 

Tbb  OCCASIONAL  PAPEBS  are  sent  post  free  to  donors  and 
friends  of  the  Mission.  Those  desiring  to  pay  for  them  can 
cover  the  cost  and  postage  for  one  year  by  enclosing  sixpence  in 
stamps  to  6  Pyrland  Boad,  Newington  Green,  London,  N. 
Single  copies  one  penny  each.  • 

PRAYER-MEETING.— Every  Saturday  Afternoon,  from  4  to  5 
o'clock,  at  the  London  Office  as  above. 


CHINA    INLAND    MISSION. 
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6,  Pyrland  Eoad,  Newinoton  Gbeex, 
LoinK)K,  N.,  February  1875. 

Deab  F&iEirBs, 

As  Mr.  Taylor  is  now  in  England,  and  has  liimself 
addressed  you  at  some  length  on  matters  connected  with 
the  Mission,  it  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  append  our 
customary  letter. 

We  will,  however,  add  to  his  requests  for  prayer,  ours, 
that  his  strength  may  be  speedily  restored,  and  that,  in  any 
case,  this  affliction  may  fall  out  for  the  furtherance  of  the 
Gospel* 

Yours  sincerely  in  Ohrist, 


Hkw  SOLiAU,  !  ^"^^  ^'''' 


230 

6  Tyslash}  HoADy  Jan.  lS7o. 
"  The  Lord  is  good ;  a  stronghold  in  the  day  of  trouble ;  and  He 
knoweth  them  that  trust  in  Him." — Nahnm  i.  7. 

Beloved  Fkiends, 

Thougli  brought  back  by  tbe  providence  of  God  to  my 
native  land,  I  am  unable  to  move  about  from  the  effects  of 
a  fall  wbicli  I  had  in  China  six  months  ago.  X  am,  there- 
fore, the  more  thankful  to  communicate  with  you  through 
the  Press. 

You  have  already  heard  the  tidings,  which  reached  us 
first  at  Marseilles  on  our  homeward  journey,  of  the  death 
of  our  beloved  sister,  Miss  Blatchley ;  and  have  likewise 
learned,  that  soon  after  our  arrival  in  England,  our  sister, 
Mrs.  Budland,  was  caUed  home.  At  the  request  of  several 
of  our  friends  we  reprint  from  the  Christian^  Mr.  Guinness's 
beautiful  letter  about  Miss  Blatchley's  removal.  She  was 
indeed  a  sweet  savour  of  Christ  among  those  who  truly 
knew  her.  Mrs.  Budland,  though  in  a  different  sphere, 
served  the  same  Lord ;  and  we  believe  that  she  too  has 
heard  the  Master's  commendation — "  She  hath  done  what 
she  could."  Those  who  have  been  the  most  deeply  exercised 
by  these  removals  will,  however,  heartily  respond  to  the 
words  with  which  we  have  headed  this  letter — "  The  Lord 
is  good ;  a  stronghold  in  the  day  of  trouble ;  ^ud  He 
knoweth  them  that  trust  in  Him." 

Believing  that  many  of  you  will  be  interested  in  an 
account  of  the  Lord's  dealings  with  us-  in  the  supply  of 
funds  during  a  time  of  special  trial,  we  give,  further  on,  a 
letter  written  at  the  time  to  a  private  friend,  recording 
God's  faithfulness  in  hearing  and  answering  prayer,  and 
in  sustaining  the  hearts  of  several  of  His  tried  servants. 

Many  of  you  will  have  seen  an  appeal  for  prayer  that 
the  Lord  may  raise  up  eighteen  missionaries  for  the  nine 
still  unoccupied  provinces  of  China,  which  I  have  had  in- 
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serted  in  several  periodicals.  I  have  tlie  fullest  hope  that 
God  will  enable  us,  this  year,  to  commence  woi*k  in  at  least 
two  OP  three  of  these  dark  regions,  and  trust  that  in  the 
next  Oeeasional  Paper  we  may  be  able  to  announce  the 
departure  of  missionaries  to  Burmah,  to  undertake  opera- 
tions amongst  the  inhabitants  of  Yun-nan  (S."W.  China), 
to  bo  extended,  as  God  may  open  the  way,  to  the  three 
adjoining  provinces  (Si-ch'uen,  Kwei-chau,  andKwang-si). 
But,  it  may  be  asked,  is  it  really  possible,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  country,  for  our  brethren  to  benefit  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  remote  regions  ?  Our  risen  Saviour  has 
commanded  us  to  "go  into  all  the  world."  The  difficulties, 
it  is  true,  can  scarcely  be  exaggerated;  but,  ^^  The  people 
iJiat  do  hnow  their  Ood shall  he  strong  and  do  cxj^loits.^^  Will 
you  not  join  us  in  prayer  in  asking  for  such  men,  and  only 
such,  as  do  Jcnow  their  Gody  to  go  to  these  teeming  millions  ? 
Yours  gratefully  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

J.  Hudson  Tayloe. 


EECENT    INTELLIGENCE. 

WU-CH*ANG  (province  Hu-peh).  Our  work  in  this 
city  is  barely  commenced,  as  the  following  extracts  from 
Mr.  Judd's  correspondence  will  show.  He  has  in  the  first 
instance  to  acquire  the  peculiarities  of  Western  Chinese 
pronunciatien  and  idiom  before  attempting  extensive  ex- 
ploratory and  evangelistic  work.  Some  of  the  difficulties 
of  settling  in  a  new  place  are  shown  by  his  letters ;  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  how  much  our  friends  need  the 
prayers  of  God's  people,  that  they  may  have  help  and 

g^dance  in  all  their  dealings  with  the  Chinese : — 

"  Oct.  12,  1874. — ^A  short  resumk  of  our  time  spent  here  may,  per- 
haps, he  acceptahle  to  you.  I  came  up  with  you  at  the  end  of  May, 
and  when  nearing  Hankow  you  had  the  misfortune,  if  I  may  use  the 
word,  to  bo  severely  injured  by  a  fall.   After  a  few  frjiitlcss  attempts 
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we  at  last  succeeded  in  renting  a  hoase,  and  you  were  then  Buddenlj 
called  away  by  the  illneas  of  Mias  Bowyer.  The  honse,  howerer, 
proved  bo  damp  and  misiutable  that  it  was  impossible  to  live  in  it. 
Again  we  had  to  seek  a  residenoe,  and  a  landlord  willing  to  let  to  a 
foreigner.  After  a  few  unsuoeeasfol  negodations  I  soooeeded  in 
renting  one  for  £4,  48.  per  month,  but  not  in  so  good  a  positiasL  as  cur 
present  house.  We  paid  the  usual  deposit  and  one  month's  rent,  but 
before  we  moved  in  the  landlord  became  alaimed  or  dissatisfied,  and 
repaid  the  money,  about  £8,  8s.,  into  the  hands  of  our  aesrvmot,  li, 
who  absconded  with  it,  taking  also  my  Chinese  bedding,  some  of  cor 
best  blankets,  our  stock  of  flannel,  and  some  other  things,  leaving  us 
again  to  seek  a  house.  Soon  afterwards  we  obtained  our  prestot 
reddenoe,  and  have  lived  in  it  about  three  months;  now  we  are 
obliged  to  move  again,  as  defects  in  the  sewerage  have  proved  in- 
superable, and  five  of  our  household  have  suffered  more  or  leas  from 
fever.  We  have  been  greatly  helped  in  finding  another  hoojse.  One 
became  empty  about  fifty  yards  lower  down  the  same  street,  but  <m 
the  hill-side,  with  the  dw^ling  part  of  the  premises  well  ^evated. 
The  rent  is  24s.  per  month  less  than  our  present  house.  The  front 
door  is  also  in  a  busier  part  of  the  street,  and  so  it  is  better  adapt€d. 
for  a  preaching  station.  We  hope  to  move  into  it,  if  Grod  will,  on  the 
17th  of  this  month. 

**^  Soon  after  we  came  here,  our  hitherto  valuable  Christian,  servant 
became  very  unsettled,  and  at  last  so  changed,  that  we  were  obliged 
to  dismiss  him.  We  are  glad,  however,  to  find  him  still  attending 
chapel.  It  was  remarked  to  me  a  short  time  ago  by  Mr.  Cox,  that 
Satan  is  trying  hard  to  oppose  the  work  here,  and  my  short  experi- 
ence convinces  me  of  the  truth  of  this. 

Sin-EIANG  (province  Kiang-si).  Mr.  Cardwell  writes 
under  date  of  November  7th —  , 

*'  I  had  the  pleasure  of  baptizing  three  men  on  Tuesday  last,  all  of 
whom  have  been  candidates  from  twelve  to  eighteen  months ;  duiing 
which  time  I  have  had  much  comfort  in  observing  their  truly  Chris- 
tian deportment. 

"  I  am  thankful  to  say  I  am  much  better  in  health,  but  I  cannot 
get  over  my  loneliness. 

*'  Two  of  the  American  missionaries  have  just  had  a  severe  beating 
at  a  city  seventy-five  li  from  this.  The  magistrates  refused  to  look 
at  their  pa8q)orts  or  to  help  them  in  any  way.  So  they  were  left  to 
the  mercy  of  the  mob.  and  barely  escaped  with  their  Hves  by  swim- 
ming a  river  in'  the  darkness." 
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GAN-HWUY. — ^In  this  province  two  new  stations  liave 
'been  opened,  in  capitals  of  Prefectures,  since  our  last 
Occasional  Paper  was  penned  ;  the  one  at  T^ai-piug-fu, 
between  Wu-hu  and  Nankin;  the  other  at  Ch*i-chau-fu, 
"between  Gan-k*ing  and  Ta-t*ung.  We  are  greatly  en- 
couraged by  the  aspect  of  the  work  at  "Wu-hu,  where  four 
persons  have  recently  been  baptized,  besides  the  one  men- 
tioned in  our  last  number  as  reoeived  at  Ghin-kiang.  There 
are  likewise  six  inquirers  and  others  hopefully  interested. 
"We  give  extracts  from  an  account  of  Mr.  McCarthy's  last  visit 
Tamt  one  to  these  stations.  He  went  by  steamer  from 
Chin-kiang,  and  on  the  way  had  favourable  opportunities 
of  speaking  for  Christ  to  Europeans  in  the  vessel : — 

"  Amyed  at  GAN-K*ING  at  10  p.m.,  too  late  to  enter  the  city.  Aa 
soon  as  the  city  gates  were  opened  in  the  morning,  we  went  into  the 
chapel,  and  found  the  assLstant  and  his  wife  in  good  health.  They 
were  verj  glad  to  see  ns,  and  to  learn  all  that  we  could  tell  them  of 
the  Lord's  dealings  with  varions  members  of  the  mission.  Many 
Tiaitors  also  came  in.  Next  day  we  went  outside  the  West  Guts  to 
see  one  of  the  members.  We  had  a  gfood  time  in  a  tea  shop,  where 
we  distributed  a  number  of  tracts,  and  spoke  to  many  people:  On  my 
way  back,  I  called  to  see  our  former  landlord,  but  found  him  as  little 
disposed  as  ever  to  listen  to  the  Gospel.  After  our  return  we  had 
conversation  with  visitors  for  some  time  ;  then  went  out  through  the 
North  Gate,  where  we  spoke  and  gave  tracts  to  a  number  of  people. 

«The  following  day  we  went  on  to  TA-T*TJNG,  and  the  day  after 
preached  in  the  chapel  there,  from  morning  jyrayers  till  dinner  time.  I 
found  that  there  were  several  persons  who  were  very  friendly ;  but  none 
who  as  yet  Have  really  decided  to  follow  the  Lord  Jesus.  Eight-tenths 
of  the  people  of  this  town  are  from  the  provinces  of  Hu-peh  and 
Hu-nan.  One  of  those  who  come  continually  is  from  the  province  of 
Si*-ch*uen.  After  dinner  we  went  out,  and  met  many  who  were  glad 
to  have  conversation  with  us,  and  gave  tracts  to  a  number  of  them. 
I  should  judgfo  that  while  there  are  as  yet  no  decided  cases  of  conver- 
sion, still  there  is  a  hopeful  work  going  on,  which  will  bring  forth 
fruit  at  no  distant  date. 

"  We  next  visited  WU-HU :  here  we  were  much  cheered.  In  a  very 
short  time  we  had  many  visitors — candidates,  inquirers,  and  others. 
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we  at  last  sacceeded  in  renting  a  house,  and  you  were  then  suddenly 
called  away  by  the  illness  of  Miss  Bowyer.  The  house,  however, 
proved  so  damp  and  unsuitable  that  it  was  impossible  to  UTe  in  it. 
Agfain  we  had  to  seek  a  residence,  and  a  landlord  willing  to  let  to  a 
foreigner.  After  a  few  unsnooessful  negodations  I  snooeeded  in 
renting  one  for  £4,  4s.  per  month,  but  not  in  so  good  a  position,  as  cur 
present  house.  We  paid  the  usual  deposit  and  one  month's  rent,  bat 
before  we  moved  in  the  landlord  became  alarmed  or  diasatisfied,  and 
repaid  the  money,  about  £8,  88.,  into  the  hands  of  our  servant,  li, 
who  absoonded  with  it,  taking  also  my  Chinese  bedding,  some  of  our 
best  blankets,  our  stock  of  flannel,  and  some  other  things,  leaving  us 
again  to  seek  a  house.  Soon  afterwards  we  obtained  onr  -piiMat 
reddenoe,  and  have  lived  in  it  about  three  months;  noiv  we  are 
obliged  to  move  again,  as  defects  in  the  sewerage  have  prov^  in- 
superable, and  five  of  our  household  have  suffered  more  or  less  from 
fever.  We  have  been  greatly  helped  in  finding  another  house.  One 
became  empty  about  fifty  yards  lower  down  the  same  street,  but  on 
the  hill-side,  with  the  dwelling  part  of  the  premises  well  elevated. 
The  rent  is  24s.  per  month  less  than  our  present  house.  The  front 
door  is  also  in  a  busier  part  of  the  street,  and  so  it  is  better  adapted 
for  a  preaching  station.  We  hope  to  move  into  it,  if  G-od  will,  on  the 
17th  of  this  month. 

**  Soon  after  we  came  here,  our  hitherto  valuable  Christian  servant 
became  very  unsettled,  and  at  last  so  changed,  that  we  were  obliged 
to  <^i«mi««  him.  We  are  glad,  however,  to  find  him  still  attending 
chapel.  It  was  remarked  to  me  a  short  time  ago  by  Hr.  Ooz,  that 
Satan  is  trying  hard  to  oppose  the  work  here,  and  my  short  experi- 
ence convinces  me  of  the  truth  of  this. 

Sin-EIANG  (proyince  Kiang-si).    Mr.  Cardwell  writes 

under  date  of  November  7th —  , 

*^  I  had  the  pleasure  of  baptizing  three  men  on  Tuesday  last,  all  of 
whom  have  been  candidates  from  twelve  to  eighteen  months ;  during 
which  time  I  have  had  much  comfort  in  observing  their  truly  Chris- 
tian deportment. 

« I  am  thankful  to  say  I  am  much  better  in  health,  but  I  cannot 
get  over  my  loneliness. 

'*  Two  of  the  American  nussionaries  have  just  had  a  severe  beating 
at  a  city  seventy-five  li  from  this.  The  magistrates  refused  to  look 
at  their  pasq)ort8  or  to  help  them  in  any  way.  So  they  were  left  to 
the  mercy  of  the  mob.  and  barely  escaped  with  their  lives  by  swim- 
ming a  river  in*  the  darkness." 
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GAN-HWUY. — In  this  province  two  new  stations  liave 
been  opened,  in  capitals  of  Prefectures,  since  our  last 
Occasional  Paper  was  penned  ;  the  one  at  T*ai-ping-fu, 
between  Wu-hu  and  Nankin;  the  other  at  Ch*lf-chau-fu, 
between  Gan-k*ing  and  Ta-t*ung.  We  are  greatly  en- 
couraged by  the  aspect  of  the  work  at  Wu-hu,  where  four 
persons  have  recently  been  baptized,  besides  the  one  men- 
tioned in  our  last  number  as  received  at  Ghin-kiang.  There 
are  likewise  six  inquirers  and  others  hopefully  interested. 
We  give  extracts  from  an  account  of  Mr.  McCarthy's  last  visit 
but  one  to  these  stations.  He  went  by  steamer  from 
Chin-kiang,  and  on  the  way  had  favourable  opportunities 
of  speaking  for  Christ  to  Europeans  in  the  vessel : — 

"  ArriTed  at  GAN-K*ING  at  10  p.m.,  too  late  to  enter  the  city.  Aa 
soon  as  the  city  gates  were  opened  in  the  morning,  we  went  into  the 
chapel,  and  found  the  assistant  and  his  wife  in  good  health.  They 
were  verj  glad  to  see  ns,  and  to  learn  all  that  we  could  tell  them  of 
the  Lord's  dealings  with  yarions  members  of  the  mission.  Many 
yisitors  also  came  in.  Kext  day  we  went  outside  the  West  Gkite  to 
see  one  of  the  members.  We  had  a  good  time  in  a  tea  shop,  where 
we  distributed  a  number  of  tracts,  and  spoke  to  many  people:  On  tkj 
way  back,  I  called  to  see  onr  former  landlord,  but  found  him  as  little 
disposed  as  ever  to  listen  to  the  GhospeL  After  our  return  we  had 
conversation  with  visitors  for  some  time  ;  then  went  out  through  the 
North  Gkte,  where  we  spoke  and  gave  tracts  to  a  number  of  people. 

"The  following  day  we  went  on  to  TA-T*XrNG,  and  the  day  after 
preached  in  the  chapel  there,  from  morning  prayers  till  dinner  time.  I 
found  that  there  were  several  persons  who  were  very  friendly ;  but  none 
who  as  yet  Ifave  really  decided  to  follow  the  Lord  Jesns.  Eight-tenths 
of  the  people  of  this  town  are  from  the  provinces  of  Hu-peh  and 
Hu-nan.  One  of  those  who  come  continually  is  from  the  province  of 
Si-ch*uen.  After  dinner  we  went  out,  and  met  many  who  were  glad 
to  have  conversation  with  us,  and  gave  tracts  to  a  number  of  them. 
I  should  judgfo  that  while  there  are  as  yet  no  decided  cases  of  conver- 
sion, still  there  is  a  hopeful  work  going  on,  which  will  bring  forth 
fruit  at  no  distant  date. 

**  We  next  visited  WU-HU :  here  we  were  much  cheered.  In  a  very 
short  time  we  had  many  visitors — candidates,  inquirers,  and  others. 


CJina   |nhttb   ^hsitsu. 


Hon.  fiiredor: 

Rtc  J.  HUDSON  TAYLOE. 

Tfon.  JStcs.: 

RICHARD  HARRIS  HILL,  HENRY  SOLTAIT. 
JOHN    OHALLIOE. 

Jfonbtm  OfSce: 

6  PYRLAND  ROAD,  NEWINGTON  GREEN,  N. 

ESTABLISHED  for  the  eyangelization  of  distriots  awaj  from,  tlia 
ports,  and  eyentiiallj,  if  poealble,  of  all  the  wholly  unoocapled 
proyinoefi. 

CHARACTER. — ^ETangelical  and  unsectarian — embracing  memben 
of  all  the  leading  denominations  of  Christians. 

PRESENT  Staff  of  the  Mission :  Oyer  one  handred  labonren, 
vix..  Missionaries  and  their  wives,  thirty-seTen ;  together  wiib 
oyer  seventy  male  native  assistants,  and  several  native  Bible- 
women. 

STATIONS  and  Ont-Stations,  over  forty  in  which  there  are  resideiit 
labourers.  Many  other  places  are  reached  by  itinerant  efforts^  in 
some  of  which  there  are  converts. 

HOW  SUPPORTED.— Entirely  by  the  feee  gifto  of  the  Lord's 
people,  both  in  money  and  tmie.  As  there  are  no  paid  officeza 
at  home  or  abroad,  all  the  funds  are  appropriated  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Missionaries  and  the  extension  of  the  work. 

N.B. — Friends  intending  the  whole  or  a  part  of  their  dona- 
tions for  the  personal  use  of  any  member  of  the  IGasion, 
or  for  any  particular  branch  oc  the  work,  should  very 
dearly  express  their  wishes. 

ALL  donations  to  be  sent  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  or  Treasurer. 
Bankers — ^London  and  County  Bank,  Lombard  Street.  Cheques 
crossed  London  and  Oountf  Bank,  Post-Office  Orders  payable  to 
RiCHASD  Habbis  Hill,  Newington  Green  Road  Post  Office. 

MISSIONARY  BOXES  (Ornamental),  free  on  application. 

IN  consequence  of  the  considerable  reduction  lately  made  in  tike 
charge  for  Post  Office  Obdbbs,  and  to  ensure  greater  safety,  it  ia 
respectfully  suggested  that,  where  practicable,  even  smaH  sumfl 
may  be  remitted  in  this  way. 

The  occasional  PAPERS  are  sent  post  free  to  donors  and 
friends  of  the  Mission.  Those  desiring  to  pay  for  them  can 
cover  the  cost  and  postage  for  one  year  by  enclosing  sixpence  in 
stamps  to  6  Pyrland  Road,  Newington  Green,  London^  K. 
Single  copies  one  penny  each.  • 

PRAYER-MEETING.— Every  Saturday  Afternoon,  from  4  to  5 
o'clock,  at  the  London  Office  as  above. 


CHINA    INLAND    MISSION. 
OCCASIONAL  PAPER,  No.  39. 


6,  Pyrland  Eoad,  Newixoton  Gbeen, 
London,  N.,  February  1875. 

Deab  F&ienbs, 

As  Mr.  Taylor  is  now  in  England,  and  lias  liimself 
addressed  you  at  some  length  on  matters  connected  with 
the  Mission,  it  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  append  our 
customary  letter. 

We  will,  however,  add  to  his  requests  for  prayer,  ours, 
that  his  strength  may  be  speedily  restored,  and  that,  in  any 
case,  this  affliction  may  fall  out  for  the  furtherance  of  the 
Gospel* 

Yours  sincerely  in  Ohrist, 
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6  Ptblaxd  Koad,  Jan.  ISTo. 
*'  The  Lord  is  good ;   a  stronghold  in  the  day  of  trouble ;  and  He 
knoweth  them  that  trust  in  Him.*' — ^Nahmn  i.  7. 

Beloved  Friends, 

Though  brought  back  by  the  providence  of  God  to  my 
native  land,  I  am  unable  to  move  about  from  the  effects  of 
a  fall  which  I  had  in  China  six  months  ago.  I  am,  there- 
fore, the  more  thankful  to  communicate  with  you  through 
the  Press. 

You  have  already  heard  the  tidings,  which  reached  us 
first  at  Marseilles  on  our  homeward  journey,  of  the  death 
of  our  beloved  sister.  Miss  Blatchley ;  and  have  likewise 
learned,  that  soon  after  our  arrival  in  England,  our  sister, 
Mrs.  Eudland,  was  called  home.  At  the  request  of  several 
of  our  friends  we  reprint  from  the  Christian^  Mr.  Guinness's 
beautiful  letter  about  Miss  Blatchley's  removal.  She  was 
indeed  a  sweet  savour  of  Christ  among  those  who  truly 
knew  her.  Mrs.  Budland,  though  in  a  different  sphere, 
served  the  same  Lord ;  and  we  believe  that  she  too  has 
heard  the  Master's  commendation — *'  She  hath  done  what 
she  could."  Those  who  have  been  the  most  deeply  exercised 
by  these  removals  will,  however,  heartily  respond  to  the 
words  with  which  we  have  headed  this  letter — "The  Lord 
is  good;  a  stronghold  in  the  day  of  trouble;  ^nd  He 
knoweth  them  that  trust  in  Him." 

Believing  that  many  of  you  will  be  interested  in  an 
account  of  the  Lord's  dealings  with  us-  in  the  supply  of 
funds  during  a  time  of  special  trial,  we  give,  further  on,  a 
letter  written  at  the  time  to  a  private  friend,  recording 
God's  faithfulness  in  hearing  and  answering  prayer,  and 
in  sustaining  the  hearts  of  several  of  His  tried  servants. 

Many  of  you  will  have  seen  an  appeal  for  prayer  that 
the  Lord  may  raise  up  eighteen  missionaries  for  the  nine 
still  unoccupied  provinces  of  China,  which  I  have  had  in- 
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Berted  in  several  periodicals.  I  have  tlie  fullest  hope  that 
God  will  enable  us,  this  year,  to  commence  work  in  at  least 
two  or  three  of  these  dark  regions,  and  trust  that  in  the 
next  Occasional  Paper  we  may  be  able  to  announce  the 
departure  of  missionaries  to  Burmah,  to  undertake  opera- 
tions amongst  the  inhabitants  of  Yun-nan  (S.W.  China), 
to  bo  extended,  as  God  may  open  the  way,  to  the  three 
adjoining  provinces  (Si-ch'uen,  Kwei-chau,  andKwang-si). 
But,  it  may  be  asked,  is  it  really  possible,  in  the  present 
Biate  of  the  country,  for  our  brethren  to  benefit  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  remote  regions  ?  Our  risen  Saviour  has 
commanded  us  to  "  go  into  all  the  world."  The  difficulties, 
it  is  true,  can  scarcely  be  exaggerated  ;  but,  **  The  people 
that  do  Jcnow  their  God  shall  le  strong  and  do  exploits ^  Will 
you  not  join  us  in  prayer  in  askiug  for  such  men,  and  only 
such,  as  do  know  their  God,  to  go  to  these  teeming  millions  ? 
Yours  gratefully  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

J.  Hudson  Tatlok. 


EECENT    INTELLIGENCE. 

« 

WU-CH'ANG  (province  Hu-peh).  Our  work  in  this 
city  is  barely  commenced,  as  the  following  extracts  from 
Mr.  Judd's  correspondence  will  show.  He  has  in  the  first 
instance  to  acquire  the  peculiarities  of  Western  Chinese 
pronunciation  and  idiom  before  attempting  extensive  ex- 
ploratory and  evangelistic  work.  Some  of  the  difficulties 
of  settling  in  a  new  place  are  shown  by  his  letters ;  from 
Trhich  it  will  be  seen  how  much  our  friends  need  the 
prayers  of  God's  people,  that  they  may  have  help  and 

guidance  in  aU  their  dealings  with  the  Chinese : — 

"  Oct.  12,  1874. — ^A  short  resumk  of  our  time  spent  here  may,  per- 
haps, be  acceptable  to  you.  I  came  up  with  you  at  the  end  of  May, 
and  when  nearing  Hankow  you  had  the  misfortune,  if  I  may  use  the 
word,  to  bo  severely  injured  by  a  faU.   After  a  few  fi^iitless  attempts 
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we  at  last  succeeded  in  renting  a  hoosei  and  yon  were  then  saddezil  j 
called  away  by  the  illness  of  Kiss  Bowyer.  The  hoinse,  howercr, 
proved  so  damp  and  nnsnitable  that  it  was  impossible  to  live  in  it. 
Again  we  had  to  seek  a  residenoe,  and  a  landlord  willing  to  let  to  a 
foreigner.  After  a  few  unsuooessful  negodations  I  saooeedfid  in 
renting  one  for  £4,  4s.  per  month,  but  not  in  so  good  a  position  as  cur 
present  house.  We  paid  the  usual  deposit  and  one  month's  rent,  bat 
before  we  moved  in  the  landlord  became  alarmed  or  diasatiflfied,  and 
repaid  the  money,  about  £8,  8s.,  into  the  hands  of  our  aenrant,  Li, 
who  absconded  with  it,  taking  also  my  Chinese  bedding,  some  of  our 
best  blankets,  our  stock  of  flannel,  and  some  other  things,  leaving  us 
again  to  seek  a  house.  Soon  afterwards  we  obtained  our  presttit 
residence,  and  have  lived  in  it  about  three  months;  notw  we  are 
obliged  to  move  again,  as  defects  in  the  sewerage  have  proved  in- 
superable, and  five  of  our  household  have  suffered  more  or  less  from 
fever.  We  have  been  greatly  helped  in  finding  another  house.  One 
became  empty  about  fifty  yards  lower  down  tiie  same  street,  but  on 
the  hill-side,  with  the  dwelling  part  of  the  premises  well  elevated. 
The  rent  is  24s.  per  month  less  than  our  present  house.  The  front 
door  is  also  in  a  busier  part  of  the  street,  and  so  it  is  better  adapted 
for  a  preaching  station.  We  hope  to  move  into  it,  if  Grod  will,  on  the 
17th  of  this  month. 

'*  Soon  after  we  came  here,  our  hitherto  valuable  Christian,  servant 
became  very  unsettled,  and  at  last  so  changed,  that  we  were  obliged 
to  dismiss  him.  We  are  glad,  however,  to  find  him  still  attending 
chapel.  It  was  remarked  to  me  a  short  time  ago  by  Hr.  Oox,  that 
Satan  is  trying  hard  to  oppose  the  work  here,  and  my  short  experi- 
ence convinces  me  of  the  truth  of  this. 

Kin-EIANG  (province  Eaang-si).  Mr.  Cardwell  writes 
under  date  of  November  7th —  • 

<'  I  had  the  pleasure  of  baptizing  three  men  on  Tuesday  last,  all  of 
whom  have  been  candidates  from  twelve  to  eighteen  months ;  during 
which  time  I  have  had  much  comfort  in  observing  their  truly  Chris- 
tian deportment. 

•«  I  am  thankful  to  say  I  am  much  better  in  health,  but  I  oannot 
get  over  my  loneliness. 

**  Two  of  the  American  missionaries  have  just  had  a  severe  beating 
at  a  city  seventy-five  /•  from  this.  The  magistrates  refused  to  look 
at  their  pasiports  or  to  help  them  in  any  way.  So  they  were  left  to 
the  mercy  of  the  mob.  and  barely  escaped  with  their  lives  by  swim- 
ming a  river  in' the  darkness." 
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GAN-HWUY. — ^In  this  province  two  new  stations  have 
'been  opened,  in  capitals  of  Prefectures,  since  our  last 
Occanonal  Pap&r  was  penned  ;  the  one  at  T'ai-piug-fu, 
"between  Wu-hu  and  Nankin;  the  other  at  Ch*i-chau-fu, 
"between  Gan-k*ing  and  Ta-t*ung.  "We  are  greatly  en- 
couraged by  the  aspect  of  the  work  at  Wu-hu,  where  four 
persons  have  recently  been  baptized,  besides  the  one  men- 
tioned in  our  last  number  as  received  at  Ghin-kiang.  There 
are  likewise  six  inquirers  and  others  hopefully  interested. 
"We  give  extracts  from  an  account  of  Mr.  McCarthy's  last  visit 
Tmt  one  to  these  stations.  He  went  by  steamer  from 
Chin-kiang,  and  on  the  way  had  favourable  opportunities 
of  speaking  for  Christ  to  Europeans  in  the  vessel : — 

"  Arrived  at  GAN-K*INa  at  10  p.m.,  too  late  to  enter  the  city.  As 
soon  as  the  city  gates  were  opened  in  the  morning,  we  went  into  the 
chapel,  and  f  onnd  the  aBsistant  and  his  wile  in  good  health.  They 
were  very  glad  to  see  ns,  and  to  learn  all  that  we  could  tell  them  of 
the  Lord's  dealings  with  various  members  of  the  mission.  Many 
visitors  also  came  in.  Next  day  we  went  outside  the  West  Gate  to 
see  one  of  the  members.  We  had  a  good  time  in  a  tea  shop,  where 
we  distributed  a  number  of  tracts,  and  spoke  to  many  people:  On  my 
way  back,  I  called  to  see  our  former  landlord,  but  found  him  as  little 
disposed  as  ever  to  listen  to  the  GrospeL  After  our  return  we  had 
conversation  with  visitors  for  some  time  ;  then  went  out  through  the 
North  Gkite,  where  we  spoke  and  gave  tracts  to  a  number  of  people. 

**The  following  day  we  went  on  to  TA-T*XJNG,  and  the  day  after 
preached  in  the  chapel  there,  from  morning  prayers  till  dinner  time.  I 
found  that  there  were  several  persons  who  were  veiy  friendly ;  but  none 
who  as  yet  have  really  decided  to  follow  the  Lord  Jesus.  Eight-tenths 
of  the  people  of  this  town  are  from  the  provinces  of  Hu-peh  and 
Hu-nan.  One  of  those  who  come  continually  is  from  the  province  of 
Si-ch*uen.  After  dinner  we  went  out,  and  met  many  who  were  glad 
to  have  conversation  with  us,  and  gave  tracts  to  a  number  of  them. 
I  should  judgfe  that  while  there  are  as  yet  no  decided  cases  of  conver- 
sion, stiU  there  is  a  hopeful  work  going  on,  which  will  bring  forth 
fruit  at  no  distant  date. 

"  We  next  visited  WU-HU :  here  we  were  much  cheered.  In  a  very 
short  time  we  had  many  visitors — candidates,  inquirers,  and  others. 


C^ins   Inhnb    IQlissiffii. 


Hon.  Siitctot: 
Rtc  J.  HUdSoN  TAYLOR. 

RICHARD  HARRIS  HILL,  HENRY  SOLTAU. 

Hon.  S^rtastxrtr: 

JOHN    OHALLIOE. 

^ovifon  Affitt: 

6  FYRLAND  ROAD,  NEWINGTON  GREEN,  N. 

ESTABLISHED  for  the  eyangelization  of  dutricts  away  from  the 
ports,  and  eyentnaJlyy  if  possible,  of  all  the  wholly  uioooupied 
provinces. 

CBLA.RAOTER. — Evangelical  and  nnsectarian — embracing  memben 
of  all  the  leading  denominations  of  Christians. 

PRESENT  Staff  of  the  Mission :  Over  one  hundred  labonren, 
vix.,  Missionaries  and  their  wives,  thirty-seven ;  together  widi 
over  seventy  male  native  asslBtants,  and  several  native  Bibl&- 
women. 

STATIONS  and  Out-Stations,  over  forty  in  which  there  are  resideat 
labourers.  Many  other  places  are  reached  by  itinerant  efforts^  in 
some  of  which  there  are  converts. 

HOW  SUPPORTED.— Entirely  by  the  free  gifts  of  the  Lord's 
people,  both  in  money  and  time.  As  there  are  no  paid  offioezB 
at  home  or  abroad,  all  the  funds  are  appropriated  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Missionaries  and  the  extension  of  the  work. 

N.B. — Eriends  intending  the  whole  or  a  part  of  their  dona- 
tions for  the  personal  use  of  any  member  of  the  Mission, 
or  for  any  particular  branch  d  the  work,  should  very 
clearly  express  their  wishea. 

ALL  donations  to  be  sent  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  or  Treasurer. 
Bankers — ^London  and  County  Bank,  Lombard  Street.  Cheqnefl 
crossed  London  and  County  Bank.  Post-Office  Ordeis  payable  to 
RiOHABD  Hasbib  Hzll,  Nowington  Green  Road  Post  Office. 

MISSIONARY  BOXES  (Ornamental),  free  on  application. 

IN  consequence  of  the  considerable  reduction  lately  made  in  the 
charge  for  Post  Office  Obbbbb,  and  to  ensure  greater  safety,  it  is 
respectfully  suggested  that,  where  practicable,  even  smaU  suma 
may  be  remitted  in  this  way. 

Tee  OCCASIONAL  PAPERS  are  sent  post  free  to  donors  and 
friends  of  the  Mission.  Those  desiring  to  pay  for  them  can 
cover  the  cost  and  postage  for  one  year  by  enclosing  sixpence  in 
stamps  to  6  Pyrland  Road,  Newington  Green,  London,  K. 
Single  copies  one  penny  each.  • 

PRAYER-MEETING.— Everv  Saturday  Afternoon,  from  4  to  5 
o'clock,  at  the  London  Office  as  above. 


CHINA    INLAND    MISSION. 
OCCASIONAL  PAPER,  No.  39. 


6,  Pyhland  Eoad,  Ne'wixoton  Gbeen, 
London,  N.,  February  1875. 

Deab  E&iekds, 

As  Mr.  Taylor  is  now  in  England,  and  has  himself 
addressed  you  at  some  length  on  matters  connected  vrith 
the  Mission,  it  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  append  our 
customary  letter. 

We  will,  however,  add  to  his  requests  for  prayer,  ours, 
that  his  strength  may  be  speedily  restored,  and  that,  in  any 
case,  this  affliction  may  fall  out  for  the  furtherance  of  the 
Gospel, 

Yours  sincerely  in  Ghxist, 

Xv.  S.  Hill.  I    rr         cr 
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6  PTBLA2n)  KoADy  Jan.  1S75. 
*^  The  Lord  is  good ;   a  stronghold  in  the  daj  of  trouble ;  and  He 
knoweth  them  that  trust  in  Him.*' — ^Nahnm  i.  7. 

Beloved  Futends, 

Though  brought  back  by  the  providence  of  God  to  my 
native  land,  I  am  unable  to  move  about  from  the  effects  of 
a  fall  which  I  had  in  China  six  months  ago.  X  azn,  there- 
fore, the  more  thankful  to  communicate  with  you  through 
the  Press. 

You  have  already  heard  the  tidings,  which  reached  us 
first  at  Marseilles  on  our  homeward  journey,  of  the  death 
of  our  beloved  sister.  Miss  Blatchley ;  and  have  likewise 
learned,  that  soon  after  our  arrival  in  England,  our  sister, 
Mrs.  Budland,  was  called  home.  At  the  request  of  several 
of  our  friends  we  reprint  from  the  Christian^  Mr.  Guinness's 
beautiful  letter  about  Miss  Blatchley's  removal.  She  was 
indeed  a  sweet  savour  of  Christ  among  those  who  truly 
knew  her.  Mrs.  Budland,  though  in  a  different  sphere, 
served  the  same  Lord ;  and  we  believe  that  she  too  has 
heard  the  Master's  commendation — ''  She  hath  done  what 
she  could."  Those  who  have  been  the  most  deeply  exercised 
by  these  removals  will,  however,  heartily  respond  to  the 
words  with  which  we  have  headed  this  letter — "  The  Lord 
is  good ;  a  stronghold  in  the  day  of  trouble ;  And  He 
knoweth  them  that  trust  in  Him." 

Believing  that  many  of  you  will  be  interested  in  an 
accoimt  of  the  Lord's  dealings  with  us-  in  the  supply  oi 
funds  during  a  time  of  special  trial,  we  give,  further  on,  a 
letter  written  at  the  time  to  a  private  friend,  recording 
Ood's  faithfulness  in  hearing  and  answering  prayer,  and 
in  sustaining  the  hearts  of  several  of  His  tried  servants. 

Many  of  you  will  have  seen  an  appeal  for  prayer  that 
the  Lord  may  raise  up  eighteen  missionaries  for  the  nine 
still  imoccupied  provinces  of  China,  which  I  have  had  in- 
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serted  in  seyeral  periodicals.  I  have  tlie  fullest  hope  tlmt 
Ood  will  enable  us,  this  year,  to  commence  work  in  at  least 
±vro  or  three  of  these  dark  regions,  and  trust  that  in  the 
next  Oeeasional  Paper  we  may  be  able  to  announce  the 
<leparture  of  missionaries  to  Burmah,  to  undertake  opera- 
tions amongst  the  inhabitants  of  Yun-nan  (S.W.  China), 
to  bo  extended,  as  God  may  open  the  way,  to  the  three 
adjoining  proyinces  (Si-ch'uen,  Kwei-chau,  and  Kwang-si). 
But,  it  may  be  asked,  is  it  really  possible,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  country,  for  our  brethren  to  benefit  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  remote  regions  ?  Our  risen  Saviour  has 
commanded  us  to  "go  into  all  the  world."  The  difficulties, 
it  is  true,  can  scarcely  be  exaggerated;  but,  *^  The  people 
that  do  hiow  their  God  shall  he  strong  and  do  exploits ^  Will 
you  not  join  us  in  prayer  in  askiog  for  such  men,  and  only 
such,  as  do  know  their  Ood,  to  go  to  these  teeming  millions  ? 
Yours  gratefully  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

J.  Hudson  Tatlok. 


EECENT    INTELLIGENCE. 

WU-CH*ANG  (province  Hu-peh).  Our  work  in  this 
city  is  barely  commenced,  as  the  following  extracts  from 
Mr.  Judd's  correspondence  will  show.  He  has  in  the  first 
instance  to  acquire  the  peculiarities  of  Western  Chinese 
pronunciation  and  idiom  before  attempting  extensive  ex- 
ploratory and  evangelistic  work.  Some  of  the  difficulties 
of  settling  in  a  new  place  are  shown  by  his  letters ;  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  how  much  our  friends  need  the 
prayers  of  God's  people,  that  they  may  have  help  and 

guidance  in  aU  their  dealings  with  the  Chinese : — 

**  Oct,  12,  1874. — ^A  short  renum^  of  our  time  spent  here  may,  per- 
haps, be  acceptable  to  you.  I  came  up  with  you  at  the  end  of  May, 
and  when  nearing  Hankow  you  had  the  misfortune,  if  I  may  use  the 
word,  to  bo  severely  injured  by  a  fall.   After  a  few  fniitlcss  attempts 
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we  at  last  succeeded  in  renting^  a  house,  and  you  were  then  siiddeiil  j 
called  away  by  the  illness  of  Miss  Bowyer.  The  house,  howerer, 
proved  so  damp  and  unsuitable  that  it  was  impossible  to  live  in  it. 
Again  we  had  to  seek  a  residence,  and  a  landlord  willing  to  let  to  a 
foreigner.  After  a  few  unsuccessful  negociations  I  succeeded  in 
renting  one  for  £4,  48.  per  month,  but  not  in  so  good  a  position  as  oar 
present  house.  We  paid  the  usual  deposit  and  one  month's  rent,  bus 
before  we  moved  in  the  landlord  became  alarmed  or  dissatasfied,  and 
repaid  the  money,  about  £8,  88.,  into  the  handa  of  our  serrant,  Li, 
who  absconded  with  it,  taking  also  my  Chinese  bedding,  some  of  our 
best  blankets,  our  stock  of  flannel,  and  some  other  things,  leaving  us 
again  to  seek  a  house.  Soon  afterwards  we  obtained  our  presitot 
residence,  and  have  lived  in  it  about  three  montibs;  now  we  are 
obliged  to  move  again,  as  defects  in  the  sewerage  have  proved  in- 
superable, and  five  of  our  household  have  sufiered  more  or  leas  from 
fever.  We  have  been  greatly  helped  in  finding  another  house.  One 
became  empty  about  fifty  yards  lower  down  the  same  street,  but  on 
the  hill-side,  with  the  dwelling  part  of  the  premises  well  elevated. 
The  rent  is  24s.  per  month  less  than  our  present  house.  The  front 
door  is  also  in  a  busier  part  of  the  street,  and  so  it  is  better  adapted 
for  a  preaching  station.  We  hope  to  move  into  it,  if  God  will,  on  the 
17th  of  this  month. 

**  Soon  after  we  came  here,  our  hitherto  valuable  Christian  serrant 
became  very  xmsettled,  and  at  last  so  changed,  that  we  were  obliged 
to  tliamiaft  him.  We  are  glad,  however,  to  find  him  still  attending 
chapel.  It  was  remarked  to  me  a  short  time  ago  by  Mr,  Cox,  that 
Satan  is  trying  hard  to  oppose  the  work  here,  and  my  shonrt  experi- 
enoe  oonvinces  me  of  the  truth  of  this. 

KIU-EIANG  (province  Eaang-si).  Mr.  Cardwell  writes 
under  date  of  November  7tli —  , 

*'  I  had  the  pleasure  of  baptizing  three  men  on  Tuesday  last,  all  of 
whom  have  been  candidates  from  twelve  to  eighteen  months ;  dunng 
which  time  I  have  had  much  comfort  in  observing  their  truly  Chris- 
tian deportment. 

*'  I  am  thankful  to  say  I  am  much  better  in  health,  but  I  cannot 
get  over  my  loneliness. 

**  Two  of  the  American  missionaries  have  just  had  a  severe  beating 
at  a  city  seventy-five  li  from  this.  The  magistrates  refused  to  look 
at  their  pasq)orts  or  to  help  them  in  any  way.  So  they  were  left  to 
the  mercy  of  the  mob.  and  barely  escaped  with  their  lives  by  swim- 
ming a  river  in' the  darkness.'' 
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GAN-HWUY. — ^In  this  province  two  new  stations  have 
'been  opened,  in  capitals  of  Prefectures,   since  our  last 
Occasional  Paper  was  penned  ;   the  one  at  T*ai-ping-fu, 
between  Wu-hu  and  Nankin;  the  other  at  Ch**i'-chau-fu, 
"between    Gan-k*ing  and  Ta-t*ung.     We  are  greatly  en- 
couraged by  the  aspect  of  the  work  at  Wu-hu,  where  four 
persons  have  recently  been  baptized,  besides  the  one  men- 
tioned in  our  last  number  as  received  at  Ghin-kiang.  There 
are  likewise  six  inquirers  and  others  hopefcdly  interested. 
We  give  extracts  from  an  account  of  Mr.  McCarthy's  last  visit 
IwLt  one  to  these  stations.     He   went  by    steamer  &om 
Chin-kiang,  and  on  the  way  had  favourable  opportunities 
of  speaking  for  Christ  to  Europeans  in  the  vessel : — 

"  Arriyed  at  GAN-K*INGf^  at  10  p.m.,  too  late  to  enter  the  city.  As 
soon  as  the  city  gates  were  opened  in  the  morning,  we  went  into  the 
chapel,  and  found  the  assistant  and  his  wife  in  good  health.  They 
were  very  glad  to  see  ns,  and  to  learn  all  that  we  could  tell  them  of 
the  Lord*8  dealings  with  varions  members  of  the  mission.  Many 
visitors  also  came  in.  Next  day  we  went  outside  the  West  Gute  to 
see  one  of  the  members.  We  had  a  good  time  in  a  tea  shop,  where 
we  distributed  a  number  of  tracts,  and  spoke  to  many  people:  On  my 
way  back,  I  called  to  see  onr  former  landlord,  but  found  him  as  little 
disposed  as  ever  to  listen  to  the  Gk>spel.  After  our  return  we  had 
conversation  with  yisitors  for  some  time  ;  then  went  out  through  the 
North  Gate,  where  we  spoke  and  gave  tracts  to  a  number  of  people. 

"The  following  day  we  went  on  to  TA-T*!!^©,  and  the  day  after 
preached  in  the  chapel  there,  from  morning  prayers  till  dinner  time.  I 
f  oimd  that  there  were  several  persons  who  were  very  friendly ;  but  none 
who  as  yet  fa'ave  really  decided  to  follow  the  Lord  Jesus.  Eight-tenths 
of  the  people  of  this  town  are  from  the  provinces  of  Hu-peh  and 
Hu-nan.  One  of  those  who  come  continually  is  from  the  province  of 
Si-ch'uen.  After  dinner  we  went  out,  and  met  many  who  were  glad 
to  have  conversation  with  us,  and  gave  tracts  to  a  number  of  them. 
I  should  judgfe  that  while  there  are  as  yet  no  decided  cases  of  conver- 
sion, stiU  there  is  a  hopeful  work  going  on,  which  will  bring  forth 
fruit  at  no  distant  date. 

"  We  next  visited  WU-HU :  here  we  were  much  cheered.  In  a  very 
short  time  we  had  many  visitors — candidates,  inquirers,  and  others. 
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Wc  found  the  assifitant  from  T'ai-ping-f a  here,  and  were  glad  to 
learn  that  the  Lord  had  helped  them  to  rent  a  house  there.  I  next 
went  to  see  Mr.  and  Mre.  Tsiang.  It  was  very  cheering  when  ve 
walked  in  through  their  shop  into  the  back  parlonr,  to  find  them  with 
the  Bible  open  on  the  table  reading  it.  They  seemed  qnite  full  of 
joy  and  thankfulness  to  the  Lord  for  His  mercy  in  saving  them.  The 
wife  said,  now  that  the  Lord  had  done  so  much  for  them, she  intended 
to  tell  every  one  she  had  access  to  of  His  goodness.  They  dose  tfaar 
xhop  every  Sunday,  and  give  all  their  spare  time  to  the  stady  of  the 
Scriptures.  The  husband  fii*st  heard  the  Gospel  from  our  Colporteurt 
who  was  preaching  in  the  street ;  he  had  been  prepared  in  some  mea- 
sure for  receiving  the  truth,  by  a  dream  which  he  had  had  some  tine 
before. 

**  On  Sunday  morning  we  had  a  very  happy  service ;  there  were 
twenty-two  of  us  altogether,  and  most  were  either  Christians  or 
favourably  disposed.  In  the  afternoon  we  had  a  Bible-daas,  and  a 
meeting  again  in  the  evening.  We  had  also  a  Church  meeting,  at 
which  we  received  three  men  and  one  woman  for  baptism,  Mr.  and 
Hrs.  Tsiang,  and  two  others.  One  of  the  latter,  an  intelligent  young 
man,  was  formerly  a  fellow- workman  of  the  evangelist  Yao(xiow  with 
Mr.  Judd  at  Wu-ch'ang.  The  other  told  mc  that  ffom  the  time  h$ 
was  sixteen  years  of  age^  he  had  been  troubled  about  hit  sins,  not  kiwmng 
flow  to  get  rid  of  them,  and  had  found  no  satisfaction  from  idol-woiship. 
Now  he  has  found  rest  in  Christ. 

**  On  Tuesday  morning  the  four  candidates  were  baptized,  and 
afterwards  we  commemorated  the  Lord's  death.  Then,  bidding  them 
farewell,  we  took  boatfor  T'AI-P'ING-FU.  Here  we  found  the  small 
house  which  our  friends  had  rented  outside  the  South  G«te,  and  on  the 
Wu-hu  road.  The  street  is  a  very  busy  one,  and  though  the  house  is 
a  small  one-storied  building,  it  will  answer  probably  very  well  for 
some  months  to  come. 

**  The  city  has  no  wall ;  it  has  never  been  rebuilt  since  the  rebellion. 
We  should  be  much  in  prayer  for  the  Colporteur,  that  he  may  be  as 
much  used  here  as  ho  has  been  at  Wu-hu.* ' 

Mr.  McCarthy  has  since  made  another  visit  to  these 
stations ;  but  space  prevents  our  quoting  largely  from  his 
interesting  account.  He  found  the  converts  standing  firm ; 
but  some  of  those  who  had  appeared  hopeful  inquirers, 
alarmed  by  the  threatening  of  foreign  war,  and  the  agitating 
reports,  were  timidly  keeping  aloof.     Daring  this  journey 
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lie  visited  the  newly'opened  station,  Ch'i-chau-fu.  Perhaps 

some  of  our  friends  when  they  see  the  little  words /m  and 

hien  may  fail  to  realize  their  weighty  import.     The  Gospel 

finding  entrance  into  a/tf,  is  its  coming  into  the  midst  of  two 

or  three  millions  of  benighted  souls !   And  a  hien  usually 

embraces  from  three  to  five  hundred  thousand  Chinese  ! 

We  now  give    Mr.  McCarthy's  account  of  his  visit  to 

Ch*i-chau-fu  : — 

*'  ybvetnber  lOth, — ^We  arrived  in  the  eyening.    I  went  into  the  city 
quite  early  in  the  morning  of  the  next  day.     Chen  Lao>pan  walked 
a  little  distance  before  me,  and  I  followed  him  almost  unnoticed  right 
to  the  house.  The  landlord  was  away  at  Wa-hu,  but  his  wife  was  most 
It^earty  in  her  efforts  to  make  me  feel  at  home,  much  to  my  surprise. 
It  seems  that  the  men  had  taken  care  to  tell  them  that  a  foreigner 
mrould  probably  be  calling,  but  they  were  not  to  be  surprised  at  it ;  we 
were  not  Romanists,  but  servants  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  Our  share  of  the 
house  consists  of  four  rooms.    Whenever  we  please  we  can  open  a 
door  in  front,  so  as  to  have  a  distinct  entrance  to  our  own  establish- 
ment.   This  is  not  necessary  at  present ;  it  ^is  probably  better  for  the 
landlord's  people  to  go  in  and  out  as  freely  as  they  please.  The  house 
is  very  well  situated,  being  in  a  quiet  neighbourhood,  not  far  from  one 
of  the  busiest  streets.    The  city  suffered  much  daring  the  rebellion  t 
the  rebels  had  possession  of  it  seven  or  eight  years.    Many  lines  of 
streets  are  still  in  ruin.    I  did  not  seem  to  attract  much  attention, 
indeed  I  had  no  followers.  The  city  is  beautifully  situated,  one  might 
almost  say  surrounded  by  water,  and  the  water  again  enclosed  by 
hills.    I  scarcely  knew  what  to  say  to  the  old  evangelist  Hsii  ;  he 
has  been  going  in  for  literality  in  the  use  of  Scripture,  and  so  he  has 
laid  his  hands  on  a  sick  person  or  two,  and  believes  that  Gh>d,  in  answer 
to  his  prayers,  has  raised  them  up.    He  is  helping  the  younger 
Colporteur  much  in  reading  the  New  Testament." 

We  must  now  leave  the  interesting  and  important 
province  of  Gan-hwuy  to  notice  other  parts  of  the  work  : — 

NANKIN  (province   £[iang-su). — ^Mr.   McCarthy  spent 

a  Sunday  there  in  November.    He  writes  : — 

**  The  next  day,  Sunday,  we  had  a  very  happy  time  together. 
Teng  Sien-seng  spoke  very  well  indeed  to  those  present.  There  axe 
one  or  two  persons  that  he  has  some  hope  of.*' 
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Mr.  Henry  Taylor  writes  : — 

"  Karember  5th, — To-day  we  had  some  conTersaiion  with  an 
inquirer  of  the  name  of  Teh,  who  carries  on  badness  hoiL  here 
and  at  Ghin-ldang.  He  has  been  pretty  regnlar  in  his  attendance 
for  two  or  three  months  past.  He  told  us  some  time  ago  tiiat 
he  had  no  desiro  to  become  a  member^  imtil  he  was  thorongbly  eon- 
vinoed  of  the  truth  of  the  doctrine.  Now  he  tells  us  that  he  eig^ht- 
tenths  believes,  but  that  there  are  yet  one  or  two  things  that  axe  not 
clear  to  his  mind,  particularly  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity.  We  told  Inm 
that  there  are  somethings  that  must  remain  a  mystery,  while  we  remain 
in  the  flesh — ^that  if  we  could  understand  all  the  ways  of  Qad^  faith 
would  not  be  needed  to  believe  them.  We  hear,  from  those  wlio  have 
an  opportunity  of  knowing,  that  he  is  most  earnest  in  seaicfaing'  the 
Scriptures — ^that  every  spare  moment  is  given  to  reading  ihem.  or 
some  other  book  received  from  us.  He  almost  daQy  brings  some 
passage  to  us  for  explanation. 

"  There  are  two  or  three  who,  Nicodemus-like,  come  to  Jesna  by 
night ;  but  it  is  very  hard  indeed  to  say  who  are  on  the  Lord's  side. 

**  An  old  gentleman  came  to-day  to  us  to  know  why  and  how  we 
had  bewitched  his  son.    It  seems  that  this  son — a  scholar  of  about  26- 

■ 

years  of  age — came  the  otiier  day  to  hear  the  Goepel.  Ho  heard 
Teng  Sien*36ng  explain  Qod's  plan  of  salvation,  and  was  very  mneh 
interested.  We  gave  him  a  portion  of  the  New  Testament,  which  he 
read  eag^y  at  home.  His  father,  noticing  how  much  time  he  was 
giving  to  this  book,  asked  to  see  it,  and  was  honor-striekeii  to  find 
that  it  was  the  dreadful  foreign  doctrine  of  which  he  had  heaid.  Of 
course  his  son  was  at  once  forbidden  ever  to  look  at  it  again ;  but 
much  to  his  displeasure,  the  latter  continued  to  read  it,  and  ap- 
parently with  more  interest  than  before.  This  led  to  a  quarrel, 
which  resulted  in  the  son  leaving  home. 

'^£[iB  father  came  to-day  to  search  lor  him,  and,  in  the  moat 
angry  manner,  demanded  to  know  how  we  had  worieed  on  the  nund 
of  his  son.  He  accused  us  of  dragging  him,  which  of  course  we 
denied.    Pray  for  this  interesting  case." 

CHIN-EIAN G. — ^The  tidings  from  this  station  have  been 
unusually  cheering  of  late.  In  September^  two  persons 
were  baptized,  and  seven  candidates  were  examined^  of 
whom  three  or  four  seemed  hopeful.  The  Gospel  has- 
been  preached  daily  at  each  of  the  chapels. 


237 

In  the  schools,  one  or  two  new  boys  and  girls  have  been 
received  as  boarders,  and  the  native  Christian  women  have 
visited  their  own  sex  systematically  from  house  to  house, 
and  hut  to  hut,  sowing  divine  seed,  as  bread  cast  upon  the 
waters*  '  . 

Mrs.  Bailer  writes : — 

**  Oet,  26M. — ^The  work  here  appears  to  be  looking  np.  The  boys 
like  Mr.  Bailer,  and  he  takes  a  deep  interest  in  them.  The  girls,  too, 
are  alL  going  on  nioely ;  they  haye  their  regular  hours  for  everything. 
The  little  ones  are  learning  Bomanised  Mandarin  colloquial.  I  have 
been  visiting  outside  among  the  women,  but  find  it  impossible  to  do 
xnuch,  owing  to  the  many  indoor  duties.  I  spoke  very  solemnly  to 
the  women  and  older  girls  some  days  ago,  as  to  what  they  were 
doing  for  the  spread  of  the  truth.  The  result  was,  that  four  of  them 
offered  themselves  to  go  out — ^two  each  day,  when  the  weather  per- 
mitted^— to  visit  wherever  they  could  gain  an  entrance. 

*'  We  have  a  women's  prayer  meeting,  and  I  find  that  they  also 
meet  for  prayer  themselves  sometimes. 

**  Dee.  6th. — Since  I  wrote  in  October,  the  visitation  among  the 
women  has  continued,  and  in  consequence,  we  have  received  more 
visits  from  them.  A  few  now  are  coming  every  Sunday,  and  some- 
times we  have  quite  a  crowd  in  the  afternoons.  We  hold  a  sort  of 
Sunday-school,  and  those  who  like  stay  on,  till  the  chapel  service, 

''  The  little  ones  can  repeat  and  sing  several  hymns;  This  pleases 
the  women  wonderfully ;  but  this  needs  care,  as  we  do  not  want  to 
make  a  show  of  them.'' 

Mr.  McCarthy  writes : — 

^Nav.  ZOth. — ^We  have  been  feeling  much  our  own  need  of  power 
from  God,  and  desiring  His  power  to  be  more  felt  and  manifested 
among  the  natives.    Last  Tuesday  we  spent  in  fasting  and  prayer. 

*'Most  of  the  native  Christians  joined  us;  many  have  been  re- 
freshed, and  drawn  nearer  to  Gk>d.  We  have  seldom  had  such  a 
happy  day  among  the  Christians  as  last  Sunday.  At  the  church 
meeting,  eight  candidates  were  examined,  all  of  whom  wo  consider 
hopeful.  Nearly  four  dollars  (18s.)  were  subscribed,  to  help  the 
native  church  in  Hang-chau  in  the  support  of  their  missionary. 
This  makes  more  than  eight  dollars  in  all,  sent  by  tJie  native  brethren 
here.    A  few  days  ago  I  had  a  letter  from  their  missionary,  which  I 

thought  particularly  nice  and  spiritual." 

« 
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The  stations  north  of  Chin-kiang  haye  been  visited  hy 
Messrs.  McCarthy  and  Bailer,  but  we  have  not  room  to 
give  details ;  the  work  is  rather  more  hopeful  than  some 
lame  ago. 

SHANGHAI. — Mr.  Charles  Fishe  writes: — 
^'  Dee.  Zrd. — I  regret  to  say  that  the  daily  prayer  meetliig  here  has 
nearly  oome  to  an  end.  Somehow  the  elements  needed  for  sucoeaB  in 
each  a  movement  seem  laoking  in  Shanghai.  The  meetings  among 
the  sailors  flonrish  beat.  Mr.  C.  and  I  hare  0(»gointlj  fitted  op  a 
small  room  near  here  (in  Hongkew),  for  holding  meetings  for  sailors — 
ohiefly  the  merchant  8aih>r8.    [Opened  Oct.  26th  1874.] 

^^Hongkew  is  the  chief  shipping  quarter  of  Shanghai,  having  ex* 
tensive  wharves,  at  which  all  the  steamers  from  homo  diaehaige  ;  so 
there  are  generally  nombers  of  sailors  abont»  e^eoially  in  the 
evening.  On  Monday  week  we  gave  a  tea-meeting,  and  although  it 
was  a  very  wet  and  windy  night,  the  room  was  fuU.  Unf ortimatefy 
its  capacity  is  small,  holding  only  50.  If  it  prospen  we  may  be  able 
to  enlarge  it." 

■ 

In  order  to  make  room  for  an  accotmt  of  the  recent  liot 
in  Hu-chau,  wo  defer  giving  details  of  the  work  at  our 
southern  stations.  Two  persons  have  been  baptized  in 
HangKihau,  and  two  in  Shao*hing.  Hopeful  candidates  are 
reported  from  three  or  four  other  stations. 

The  American  Missionaries  in  Su-chau,  as  well  as  those 
near  Kiu-kiang,  have  suffered  from  riots,  owing  to  the  anti- 
foreign  feeling  stirred  up  by  threatened  war  with  Japan. 

We  regret  to  have  to  report  the  death  of  Tsiu  jSin-seng^ 
one  of  our  most  valued  helpers,  and  of  Sing-yiu,  a  faithful 
servant  of  the  Lord,  We  may  be  able  to  give  some  farther 
account  of  them  in  our  next  number* 


OUTRAGE  ON  MISSIONARIES  AT  HTT-CHAU. 
(Abridged  from  the  Shanglwi  Evmifig  CouHer  of  Nov.  9,  1874.) 
Iiast  week  Messrs.  Meadows  and  Boathwaitc  of  the  China  Inland 
Mission,  were  attacked  by  a  Chinese  mob,  and  forced  to  fly  for  thair 
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liyes,  -Wiule  their  proi)erty  was  destroyed  or  carried  oflf,  at  the  well- 
known  prefectoral  citj  of  Hn-chau,  at  the  southern  extremity  of 
the  T^ai-hn  Lake,  about  100  miles  to  the  S.W,  of  Shanghai,  and  some 
40  miles  K.W.  of  Hang-chau,  the  provincial  capital  of  Che-kiang. 
The  following  details  of  the  occurrenoe  may  be  relied  on  as  authentic. 
Hu-chau-fu»  as  a  city  of  very  considerable  size,  the  centre  of  the 
8ilk  districts,  and  the  entrep6t  of  an  extensive  and  thickly  peopled 
region  beyond,  has  naturally  attracted  the  attention  of  missionaries 
from  the  time  that  the  late  Bev.  Br.  Hedhurst  published  the  account 
of  his  visit  to  it  in  1845.  And  the  China  Inland  Mission, 
having  for  its  special  object  to  spread  the  knowledge  and  influence 
of  Christianity  in  cities  and  districts  not  open  to  foreign  residents 
gfcnerally,  was  specially  drawn  at  an  early  period  of  its  history  to 
so  important  a  centre  of  action  as  Hu-chau ;  and  Messrs.  McCarthy 
and  Williamson  some  five  or  six  years  ago  visited  it  in  succession, 
with  the  view  of  itinerant  preaching  and  the  sale  and  distri- 
bution of  religious  books.  They  both,  however,  met  with  much 
hostility,  and  were  eventually  mobbed  and  maltreated,  so  that  their 
only  resource  was  to  obey  the  injunction,  "  When  they  persecute  you 
in  one  city,  flee  ye  to  another."  We  cannot  now  recall  the  circum- 
stances in  detail ;  we  can  only  say  that  the  Rev.  J.  Hudson  Taylor, 
the  superintendent  of  the  mission,  memorialized  the  !Futai  (governor) 
of  Che-Hang  (resident  at  Hang-chau)  on  the  subject,  and  that  the 
Putai's  reply  was  in  aU  respects  satisfactory — admitting  that  Messrs. 
McCarthy  and  Williamson  had  a  perfect  right,  under  the  treaties,  to 
do  as  they  had  done,  and  that  they  were  entitled  to  redress,  through 
the  local  authorities  of  Hu-chau.  It  would  appear,  however,  that  no 
application  was  made  to  the  magistrates  of  Hu-chau,  to  give  effect 
to  the  !Futai*s  rescript,  in  the  way  of  exacting  redress  from  the 
wrongdoers. 

For  some  years  no  new  attempt  was  made  to  obtain  a  foothold  for 
Christianity  in  Hu-chau ;  but  in  the  course  of  the  past  year,  the 
members  of  the  Inland  Mission,  who  had  their  head-quarters  at 
Hang-chau,  sent  some  of  their  native  preachers  to  preach  and  circidato 
books  in  the  former  city.  These  lived  in  a  f anteen  (inn,  or  rather 
eating-house)  and  preached  about  the  streets  whenever  they  could 
find  an  audience.  The  friendliness  of  the  people  and  their  willingness 
to  receive  and  even  to  buy  Christian  books,  was  so  encouraging  that 
it  was  resolved  to  open  a  regular  mission  station  in  the  city. 
Accordingly,  a  house  was  rented  in  a  quiet  street,  an  ordinary  one- 
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storied  shop,  witli,  as  is  oustomaryy  adwelling-hoass  in  the  rear.  This 
nhop  was  the  property  of  an  extensive  Foundling  Hospital  that  owns 
a  large  amount  of  house  property  in  the  city.  This  property  is 
administered  by  a  very  wealthy  and  influential  man,  named  Nin,  who 
appear^  to  be  something  analogous  to  what  we  should  call  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Directors :  by  the  Chinese  he  is  called  Tung-sL 

Nlu,  as  might  be  supposed,  employs  an  agent  to  attend  to  the 
details  of  managing  the  hospital  property ;  and  to  get  access  to  the 
latter,  the  native  preachers  had,  of  course,  to  employ  the  inevitable 
^'middle-man,"  who  in  this  case  was  a  carpenter,  occupying  the 
shop  adjoining  the  unoccupied  one  that  it  was  desired  to  hire  for  the 
new  mission  station.  Both  to  this  middle-man,  and  to  the  agent  of 
the  Tung-si,  it  was  expressly  mentioned  that  the  building  was  wanted 
for  the  preaching  of  the  **  Gospel  of  Jesus ; "  but  this  was  not 
embodied  in  the  written  lease.  It  was  at  the  beginning  of  August 
that  the  preachers  took  possession  of  their  new  premises.  The  front 
or  shop  part,  was  arranged  as  a  chapel  with  f onns,  chairs,  tables,  &c. 
The  house  behind  was  provided  with  the  furniture  necessary  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  two  native  preachers  and  the  wife  of  one  of 
them,  who  acted  as  a  Bible- woman.  For  two  months  they  pursued 
their  labours  without  molestation,  and  even  with  some  degree  of 
encouragement.  But  about  the  end  of  that  period,  the  preachers 
began  to  notice  among  their  audience  men  whose  dress  and  bearing 
showed  that  they  were  gentry  and  literati.  They  next  heard  that 
these  men  had  called  upon  the  carpenter,  who  had  acted  as  middle- 
man, and  abused  him  for  letting  the  premises  to  men  who  were  the 
emissaries  of  foreigners.  They  further  accused  the  middle-man  of 
having  deceived  Niu,  because,  being  aware  of  the  purpose  for  which 
the  house  was  wanted,  he  had  failed  to  inform  that  gentleman  of  the 
fact.  The  next  step  in  the  drama  was  a  call  made  by  the  constable 
of  the  district  on  the  native  preachers,  with  a  message  from  Nin, 
ordering  them  to  depart  at  once ;  and  threatening,  that  if  they  did 
not  do  so,  he  would  pull  down  the  house  about  their  heads ;  that  he 
had  orders  to  lock  up  the  house.  No  reason  was  given,  or  pretext 
alleged,  for  this  arbitrary  course  of  procedure.  The  preachers  there- 
upon wrote  to  the  mission  at  Hang-chau,  asking  for  advice,  and 
Messrs.  Headows  and  Douthwaite  resolved  that  their  best  course 
would  be  to  go  to  Hu-chau,  learn  exactly  the  state  of  affairs,  see  the 
landlord  and  endeavour  to  come  to  some  friendly  arrangement. 

Before  leaving  Hang-cliau,  they  thought  it  well  to  call  on  the  Taotai 
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(intendant  of  circuit),  inform  him  of  the  facts,  and  ask  him  for 
assistance  to  assert  their  rights.  It  should  be  mentioned  that 
Hn-chau  lies  within  the  "  circuit "  of  the  Hang-chau  Taotai.  On 
reaching  the  Taotaf  s  Yamen^  and  sending  in  their  names,  they  were 
told  he  was  not  at  home — which  was  untrue.  They,  however,  said 
their  business  was  important;  they  would  wait  till  he  came  back. 
After  waiting  for  two  hours,  the  "  not  at  home  "  pretext  being  still  kept 
up,  they  rose  to  leave,  and  in  doing  so,  told  the  principal  attendant 
how  their  employes  were  being  treated  at  Hu-chau ;  said  tliey  were 
going  there,  and  had  called  to  ask  the  Taotai  to  send  a  man  with 
them  to  inquire  into  the  affair  and  assist  them  in  obtaining  a  just 
settlement.  Hearing  this,  the  attendant  said — **■  Oh,  wait  a  minute" 
— ^and  now  volunteered  to  take  in  a  memorial  of  the  facts  which  they 
had  prepared,  but  which  he  had  previously  refused.  Having  taken 
this  memorial  into  the  Taotai,  he  by-and-by  returned  with  an  answer 
to  the  effect  that  the  Taotai  said  they  might "  go  to  Hu-chau  in 
peace."  This  interview  occurred  on  the  30th  October ;  and  on  the 
afternoon  of  that  day  they  set  off  by  boat  for  Hu-chau. 

On  arriving  at  the  mission  station  they  saw  a  number  of  the  towns- 
people about  who  seemed  quite  friendly.  The  afternoon  was  spent 
informing  tliemselves  thoroughly  of  the  whole  facts  of  the  case,  includ- 
ing every  detail  as  to  the  renting  of  the  premises,  all  of  which  seemed 
perfectly  legitimate  and  regular.  Next  morning  Messrs.  Meadows 
and  Douthwaite  went  to  the  Tatnen  of  the  Prefect,  the  highest  resident 
magistrate,  and  had  a  consultation  with  him  about  the  house,  which 
they  expressed  their  perfect  willingness  to  give  up,  if  he  would  supply 
them  with  another  one.  They  also  told  him  what  they  themselves 
had  only  learned  the  previous  afternoon — but  what  the  Prefect  was  no 
doubt  well  aware  of  previously — that  there  was  in  the  city  of  Hu-chau 
a  secret  society,  having  for  its  object  to  prevent  the  renting  of  houses 
to  foreigners,  and  one  of  the  rules  of  which  was  that  if  any  one  did 
rent  a  house  to  foreigners,  or  for  ioreign  purposes,  the  house  should 
be  pulled  down,  and  the  person  letting  it  be  taken  and  drowned  in 
the  river.  (This,  by  the  way,  seems  a  favourite  method  of  adminis- 
tering Lynch  law  in  Hu-ohau,  and  has  been  carried  into  effect  once 
and  again  in  recent  years.)  The  Prefect  listened  to  the  missionaries 
with  marked  civility,  and  said  he  would  see  Kiu  on  the  subject,  and 
give  them  an  answer  in  the  afternoon.  So  far,  things  progressed 
satisfactorily,  and  the  missionaries  went  back  to  their  station.  Hero 
they  found  a  number  of  people  hanging  about,  whose  altered  looks 
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Rccmed  ]X)rtentoii8  of  mlscliief.  Determined,  howeyer,  not  to 
anticipate  trouble,  the  missionaries  had  dinner,  and  then  went  out 
into  the  streets  and  began  to  distribute  books.  These  were  not  only 
willingly  and  politely  received,  but  many  paid  for  them.  But  when 
they  returned  to  the  station  a  yery  different  state  of  things  awaited 
them.  The  crowd  round  the  house  had  greatly  increased ;  and,  in 
the  absence  of  the  missionaries,  had  not  only  broken  into  the  chapd 
in  front,  upset  the  furniture  and  made  a  disturbance,  but  had  done 
the  same  in  the  house  behind,  where  the  married  preacher  was  laid 
up  with  typhus  fever,  and,  beings  very  ill,  was  nursed  by  his  wife. 
As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  the  foreigners  were  coming,  the  noisy 
rabble  inside  evacuated  the  premises,  but  the  crowds  outside  con- 
tinued to  increase  both  in  number  and  turbulence.  Seeing  this,  Mr. 
Meadows  wont  off  to  the  Prefect  to  seek  protection  and  afiBistftncp, 
leaving  Sir.  Douthwaite  to  watch  the  property  and  protect  the  sick 
man. 

As  Mr.  Meadows  proceeded  towards  the  Tanien  he  was  hooted 
at  and  hustled  by  the  crowd,  who  showed  such  rage  and  malice  that 
he  every  moment  expected  to  be  murderously  assaulted  ;  and,  as  he 
came  up  to  the  Yanicfi  gates,  he  saw  some  of  the  runners  of  that 
establishment  taking  part  in  these  menaces.  The  Prefect  at  once 
g^ve  audience  to  Mr.  Meadows,  who  asked  him  to  send  immediate 
assistance  to  protect  property  and  life  at  the  mission  station.  Tha 
Prefect  said  that  that  duty  belonged  to  the  district  magistrates,  of 
whom  there  are  two,  and  that  he  would  send  for  them.  The  distance 
from  his  Yamen  to  theirs  might  have  rendered  a  quarter  of  an  hour's 
delay  unavoidable,  but  it  was  fully  two  hours  before  the  messenger 
returned.  In  this  interval  the  Prefect  continued  to  keep  up  talk  with 
Mr.  Meadows,  whose  anxiety  and  impatience  may  be  imagined.  The 
Prefect  said  he  had  a  conversation  with  Kiu  about  the  house,  and 
found  that,  owing  to  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of  foundlings, 
that  it  was  needed  as  a  store-house  for  additional  supplies.  At  the 
end  of  the  two  hours  the  messenger  returned  from  the  magistrates 
saying  they  were  both  engaged  in  hearing  cases  in  court,  and  could 
not  come  for  some  time.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  Prefect  had  sent  a 
messenger  to  the  mission  station  to  see  if  the  crowd  had  dispersed. 
The  messenger  come  back  saying  that  they  had,  and  all  was  quiet. 
The  Prefect  then  said  that  there  was  no  occasion  to  wait  for  the  two 
magistrates ;  the  crowd  had  dispersed  for  the  day,  and  there  was  no 
urgent  occasion  for  action  till  next  dav. 
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It  was  approachiug  dusk  wbea  We.  Meadows  retumed  to  the  house, 
*where,  contrary  to  the  lying  report  of  the  Prefect's  messenger,  he 
found  larger  and  wilder  crowds  than  ever.  Uj.  Pouthwaite  reported 
that  as  soon  as  Mr.  Meadows  left  to  go  to  the  P^feot,  the  crowd 
became  more  dense,  and  hemmed  the  place  more  closely  in.     He  had 
kept  them,  in  check  for  a  oonaiderable  time,  by  speaking  to  them  and 
offering  them  books  for  sale,  and  sold  a  good  many.  In  short,  the  mass 
of  the  people  seemed  not  indisposed  to  listen,  but  there  were  scattered 
through   the   crowd   members   of   the    gentry   class,    who   were 
using    the    most  Tiolent    language    and    gesticulations,   urging 
lihem  to  rush  in  and  destroy  the  place.    The  excitement  gradually 
Tose,  the  crowd  got  more  and  more  turbulent,  and  at  last  made  a  rush 
forward  so  general  and  furious  that  Mr.  Douthwaite  thought  it  pru- 
•dent  to  give  way  before  it,  and  seek  shelter  in  the  house  in  the  rear. 
Bat,  after  collecting  himself,  he  came  out  again,  and  saw  them  begin- 
ning the  work  of  destruction  in  the  chapel.    On  seeing  him,  how- 
eyer,  they  again  retired ;  but  were  again  hounded  on  by  the  gentry, 
•and  made  another  rush  with  a  yeU  so  terrible^  that  Mr,  Douthwaite 
retired  to  a  room  in  the  house  behind,  and  barricaded  the  door.    The 
•crowd  seethed  round  the  building,  shouting  out  all  manner  of  iaaults 
4ind  threats.  The  sounds  of  breakage  of  chiq>el  furniture  was  heard  on 
all  sides,  the  door  was  fiercely  battered,  and  through  an  opening  above 
it  stones  were  thrown  in  upon  him.    At  last  a  cry  arose  that  the  other 
foreigner  (Mr.  Meadows)  was  coming  and  there  was  a  general  Qosaapev 
off.     Mr.  Meadows  found  the  chapel  and  all  the  precincts  crowded; 
and  proceeded  to  try  the  effect  of  calm  and  friendly  reasoning  upon 
them.    For  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  he  succeeded  in  restrain* 
ing  their  lory,  but  as  the  darkness  gathered  he  was  unable  to  con- 
trol them,  as  he  had  hitherto  largely  done;  while  the  insinuations, 
calumnies,  and  threats  of  the  liUrati  were  of  the  most  inflammatory 
character ;  and  more  and  more  the  language  of  abuse,  menace,  and 
vile  obscenity  again  rose  among  the  crowd. 

At  this  point  two  men  came  close  up  to  the  missionaries,  and  pulling 
at  Mr.  Meadow's  sleeves,  as  he  stood  on  a  form  speaking  to  tho 
people,  one  of  them  said  the  Prefect  had  sent  them  to  protect  the 
foreigners,  but  they  must  pay  money  first,  as  tiiis  business  had  kept 
them  fully  occupied  all  day.  Mr.  Meadows  replied  they  had  better 
go  and  tell  their  chief  the  state  of  things,  and  get  him  to  send  proper 
help,  and  then  they  shoulct  receive  what  was  due.  All  he  wanted  wa» 
to  get  the  crowd  to  disperse.  The  spokesman  said,  if  the  missionariefi 
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would  only  go  inside  the  room,  the  crowd  would  soon  scatter.  On 
this  the  missionaries  retired  backwards  towards  the  room,  the  two 
so-called  Yatnen  men  keeping  close  to  them,  and  when  thej  got 
inside,  the  crowd  rushed  so  close  and  fast  after  them,  that  they  had 
barely  time  to  shut  the  door — ^the  Yamen  men  being  shut  in  with 
them.  Stones  now  began  to  be  hurled  in  oyer  the  door,  they  had, 
therefore,  to  put  the  lamp  out^  and  hide  in  the  darkness.  They  also 
barricaded  the  doors  securely,  so  that  it  resisted  all  the  battering 
of  the  crowd.  Meanwhile  the  two  Chinese  urged  them  to  give  them 
money  and  they  would  go  to  get  assistance  from  the  Ptef ect,  but  the 
answer  was  steadily  giren :  **  No,  go  and  get  assistance  first  and  we 
will  see  about  money  afterwards."  At  last^  the  talkative  one 
threatened  that,  if  they  did  not  give  them  money  they  would  let  the 
crowd  in,  and  help  to  beat  them.  On  this  Mr.  Meadows  declared 
that  if  they  did  not  go  at  once  and  report  the  state  of  things  to  the 
Prefect,  he  would  go  himself.  This  seemed  to  startle  them ;  they 
said  they  would  go,  and  allowed  themselyes  to  be  squeezed  through 
the  doorway,  out  among  the  crowd.  It  was  afterwards  discovered 
that  these  were  mere  sharpers,  connected  with  the  Tamen^  but  not 
sent  by  the  Prefect. 

As  soon  as  they  were  put  out,  the  fury  of  the  crowd  outside 
seemed  redoubled.  Finding  the  door  too  strong  for  them,  they  got 
hold  of  a  form,  and,  using  it  as  a  battering  ram,  soon  knocked  a  hole 
in  the  walL  The  inside  of  the  wall  was  lined  with  a  kind  of 
matting,  and,  as  soon  as  the  hole  was  large  enough,  a  man  outside 
pushed  a  lighted  candle  through,  and  tried  to  set  fire  to  it ;  the 
place  would  have  been  next  moment  in  a  blaze  bad  not  Mr.  Meadows 
dashed  the  candle  from  his  hand  and  extinguished  it.  As  all  hope 
of  holding  out  much  longer  in  their  little  fortress  was  now  gone, 
Mr.  Douthwaite  quiddy  removed  the  bricks  from  what  had  been  in- 
tended as  a  back  door,  but  which  had  been  half  built  up,  and  the 
remainder  closed  in  with  wooden  bars.  This  being  ready  the  two 
missionaries  crept  as  quietly  as  possible  through  the  aperture,  unable 
to  take  anything  with  them  but  what  they  stood  in,  though  the 
night  was  bitterly  cold,  and  passed  down  through  some  vacant 
ground  to  the  river  side,  where,  getting  a  boat,  they  crossed  to  the 
Yamen  of  one  of  the  two  magistrates  which  stood  directly  opposite. 
They  afterwards  learned  that  the  crowd  burst  into  the  house  imme- 
diately after  they  left,  took  away  everything  they  could  carry,  and 
destroyed  what  they  could  not.     The  poor  sick  man  and  his  wife 
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they  stripped  of  eyerything  ihej  possessed,  rifled  their  boxes  (as  well 
as  die  portmanteaus  of  the  missionaries},  took  all  their  clothing,  except 
what  was  barelj  enough  for  the  purposes  of  decency ;  one  miscreant 
even  set  ^mwAlf  to  tear  the  bed  from  nnder  the  sick  man,  but  the 
frantic  entreaties  of  the  wife  secured  an  intervention  in  his  favour. 

The  two  missionaries,  reaching  the  magistrates'  Yapten,  were  after 
some  little  delay,  admitted  to  their  presence.  It  was  now  between 
8  and  9  F.1C.  They  said  they  had  been  to  see  the  Prefect,  and  had 
consulted  with  him  about  the  house ;  that  they  would  see  next  day 
if  they  could  secure  some  place  for  them  to  lodge,  tOl  the  damage 
done  to  their  premises  should  be  repaired*  But  it  was  too  late  to  do 
anything  that  night ;  for  the  night  they  must  sleep  in  a  boat.  The 
missionaries  who  were  penetrated  with  cold,  asked  that  some  bedding 
and  bed  clothes  might  be  furnished  them ;  but  this  the  magistrates 
declared  themselves  quite  unable  to  procure  for  them.  They  also 
urged  that  the  sick  man  and  his  wife  should  be  sent  for  and  placed 
in  a  boat  along  side  of  theirs,  and  the  magistrates  kept  saying  they 
would  send  two  men  to  fetch  them,  but  they  appeared  afraid  to  send ; 
at  all  events  the  sick  man  and  his  wife  were  not  brought  till  the 
next  day.  It  was  past  midnight  when  the  two  missionaries  were 
conducted  to  their  comfortless  dormitory. 

To  the  above  account,  we  may  just  add,  the  Prefect  has 
offered  to  indemnify  our  friends  for  their  losses,  but 
appears  unwilling  for  them  to  return  to  the  premises. 
The  Britisb  Consul  bas  written  to  bim,  urging  that  be 
sbould  either  do  this,  or  try  to  provide  others  equally 
eligible.  The  result  of  this  request  we  have  not  yet 
learned.* 

THE  PECUNIARY  HISTORY  OP  THE  QUARTER, 

APRIL^UNE  1874. 

[copy.] 

From  a  pfivaU  Utter  dat&d  Shanghai^  July  llM,  1874. 

**  We  have  seen  the  Lord's  hand  in  8uppl3ruig  funds  very  mani- 
festly, for  the  last  two  years.     During  the  whole  of  this  time  we 

*  Later  letters  inform  us  that  the  Prefect  has  promised  to  attend 
to  this  request,  when  the  excitement  has  suhsided.  This  may  be  but 
a  polite  way  of  declining  to  do  so. 
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liaTe  been  kept  very  mach  from  hand  to  mouth,  and  sometuaes  oar 
faith  has  been  sorely  tried,  but  the  Lord  has  not  failed  us. 

'*In  the  Chruiian  Sheet  Ahnanao  for  this  year,  the  text, 
*  Oasting  aU  your  care  upon  HSm,  for  He  oareth  for  you'  (1  Pet.  t.  7), 
is  printed  in  largpe  type*  On  reoetving  it,  I  felt  that  it  "was  a 
message  from  God  to  my  son],  and  I  haTe  carried  the  AJmanao  about 
with  me  in  all  my  journeying^  putting  it  up  here  and  there,  idbere  I 
have  sojourned  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  to  keep  the  text  before 
my  eye.  Often  has  it  proved  a  -word  in  season.  May  it  be  such  to 
you,  for  there  are  few  of  us,  I  sospeot,  who  have  not  somecazes ;  and 
we  are  too  prone  to  fnSl  in  casting  them  all  on  Him  who  cares  for  us. 

^  You  would  be  much  interested  eould  I  tell  you  how,  during  this 
last  half-year,  He  has  shown  His  care  in  the  matter  of  Mission  funds. 
But  this  would  take  too  long.  I  have,  however,  just  made  up,  and 
sent  home,  a  copy  of  the  last  quarter's  accounts ;  and  with  them 
before  me,  and  while  the  incidents  are  fresh  in  my  own  memory,  I 
will  give  you  some  details  of  the  pecuniary  history  of  the  quarter. 
You  will  see  that  it  would  have  been  one  of  constant  and  wearing 
anxiety,  but  for  the  privilege,  the  precions  resouroe,  of  casHng  the 
•daily  and  houriy  burdens  on  the  Lord  as  they  arose;  but  His  love  has 
made  it  one  of  much  peace. 

**  You  may  not  know  that  our  work  is  now  so  extensive  that  it  can- 
not be  carried  on,  without  much  diffionlty  and  trial,  at  a  loss  coat 
than  £100  a  week.  This  may  seem  a  large  sum;  but  our  work  is  a 
large  work.  We  have  more  than  fifty  buildings — ^houses,  chapelsy 
and  schools— to  keep  in  repair,  and  four-fifths  of  them  to  pay  rent 
for.  More  than  a  hundred  labourers  are  supported  (counting  mis- 
sionaries, their  wives,  and  native  helpers — ^not  including  the  wives  of 
the  latter,  as  some  of  them  do  nothing  in  the  work,  and  few  have  both 
leisure  and  ability  to  help  it  considerably).  If  to  these  be  added  the 
children  of  the  missionaries,  the  native  boys  and  girls  in  the  boarding 
schools,  and  students  (still  excluding  the  families  of  the  native  helpers 
wholly  supported  by  the  Mission,  the  number  of  which  I  do  not  know), 
there  are  seventy  more  mouths  to  fill  daily,  seventy  more  persons  to 
clothe.  I  need  scarcely  say  that  the  travelling  expenses  involved  in 
the  work  in  China,  now  extended  to  five  provinces,  are  not  smalls  not 
to  speak  of  those  incurred  by  the  return  of  invalided  missionarieB  to 
England.  To  meet  these  demands  with  £100  a  week,  requires  tiie 
utmost  care  and  fimgality.  Of  course  my  own  exjienaes  fbr  aU 
purposes  at  home  and  here  are  outside  of  this. 
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«*  Dniing  the  xnonths  January  to  March,  I  received  from  the  Hon. 
8ecretarie8  of  the  Hisaion  only  £442,  Is.  They  were  distresaed  at 
being  able  to  send  so  little,  and  committed  ihe  matter  in  earnest 
prayer  to  God,  as  we  did  here.  Besides  this,  remittances  were  sent 
through  me  direct  to  yaiious  members  of  the  Mission  in  China,  to  the 
value  of  £260.  These  sums,  not  being  in  any  sense  donations  to  the 
Mission,  cannot  be  entered  in  our  general  account,  though  they  so 
largely  help  in  the  woik.  Still,  including  them,  tiie  total  receipts 
were  fax  less  than  the  outlay ;  so  that,  the  balances  of  the  previous 
quarter  l^eing  exhausted,  there  were  no  funds  at  most  of  our  stations 
by  the  end  of  March. 

*<  On  making  up  my  Mission  accounts  on  April  Ist,  I  found  that 
I  had  25  dollars  29  cents  (about  £6,  lOs.)  in  hand.  I  Imew  that  most, 
if  not  all,  of  the  members  of  the  Mission  must  be  urgently  needing 
funds  for  their  own  daily  wants,  as  well  as  for  the  expenses  of  the 
-work.  I  constantly  cast  tUeae  cares  on  Qod,  and  hoped  that  when  I 
reached  Shanghai  I  should  find  His  answer  in  the  shape  of  remit- 
tances ;  for,  as  I  was  travelling,  my  letters  had  to  await  me  there.  On 
the  7th  we  arrived,  and  received  the  letters  of  several  mails.  You 
may  imagine  the  interest  with  which,  after  seeking  the  Lord's  bless- 
ing on  them,  they  were  read.  I  found  a  remittance  from  the  Secre- 
taries of  £25,  lis.  8d.,  consisting  wholly  of  special  donations ;  £7  for 
two  of  the  miseionaries,  and  the  remainder  made  up  of  small  sums 
for  the  support  of  particular  native  helpers.  I  further  learned  that 
there  were  no  funds  at  home  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  Mission. 
Now,  I  knew  that  £500  would  have  been  instantly  absorbed ;  that 
170  mouths  had  daily  to  be  fed;  that  the  life  of  Mrs.  Stevenson 
appeared  to  hang  on  an  immediate  return  home ;  that  there  were  no 
more  mails  due  for  nearly  a  fortnight  (for  while  the  French  and 
English  mails  leave  England  at  intervals  of  a  week,  at  this  time  of 
the  year  they  often  arrive  at  Shanghai  nearly  together).  Ejiowing, 
then,  that  there  were  no  funds  in  hand  at  home,  and  that  the  total 
Mission  funds  received  from  home  for  the  past  quarter  had  only 
been  £442,  Is.,  need  I  say  that  I  required  the  precious  resource  of 
again  casting  all  the  care  on  Him  who  cares  for  each  one  of  us  P  or 
that  in  so  doing  the  assurance  that  His  grace  was  sufficient  for  me, 
and  for  each  of  the  needy  ones,  filled  my  heart  with  love  and  joy  ? 

**  Next  morning  I  awoke  about  five,  and  found  the  burden  coming 
back  again ;  but,  in  accordance  with  Fhil.  iv.  6, 1  made  my  requests 
known  to  Gk>d,  and  found  the  xnromise  of  verse  7  fulfilled.     Some  of 
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the  pawagesy  too,  which  oocurred  in  the  course  of  my  moming's 
reading,  seemed  to  have  been  written  on  purpose  for  me.  Wlien  my 
dear  wife  awoke,  I  told  her  of  the  assurance  I  felt  that  help  was  at 
hand,  though  I  had  not  the  least  idea  of  how  the  Lord  would  send  it. 
And  so  it  preyed.  Before  noon  a  letter  reached  me,  which,  haTiDg 
been  addressed  to  29ing-po  instead  of  Shanghai,  arriyed  some  days 
later  than  the  letters  of  the  same  mail,  which  had  come  direct.  It 
contained  cheques  for  me  to  forward  inland  to  many  of  the  membets 
of  the  Mission,  to  the  ralue  of  £260,  besides  seyeral  other  sums. 
These  kind  gifts  greatly  cheered  me,  and  relieyed  me  of  anxiety  con- 
cerning the  personal  wants  of  those  to  whom  they  were  sent,  though 
they  still  left  an  urgent  need,  about  which  we  continued  to  wait  on 
God.  I  asked  the  prayers  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  lUssion, 
with  special  reference  to  Mrs.  Steyenson,  who  required  an  imme- 
diate change;  and  in  the  full  conyiction  that  'the  Lord  would  pro- 
yide/  their  outfits  for  the  yoyage  were  proceeded  with. 

**  On  the  13th  of  April  one  of  our  missionaries  put  into'^my  hands  100 
doUars  as  a  first  contribution  towards  the  Steyensons*  expenses  home- 
ward, with  the  words : — 

'  At  some  time  or  other  the  Lord  wiU  proyide* 
It  may  not  be  my  time. 
It  may  not  be  thy  time, 
But  sure  in  His  own  time. 
The  Lord  will  proyide.' 

"  On  April  22nd,  I  receiyed  from  the  Hon.  Secretaries  a  remittance 
of  £108,  17s. ;  but,  like  the  preyious  one,  it  was  all  special  donations, 
and  left  more  than  nine-tenths  of  the  needy  objects  untouched.  At 
first  I  felt  rather  disappointed,  till  I  reflected  that  God  had  ordered 
the  form  in  which  it  came,  as  well  as  the  fact  of  its  coming ;  and  that, 
consequently,  it  must  be  both  right  and  best.  And  so  indeed  it 
proyed,  in  more  ways  than  one,  ere  many  days  had  passed,  reminding 
me  of  the  words : — 

*  Judge  not  the  Lord  by  feeble  sense, 
But  trust  Him  for  His  grace,' 

and  shaming  me  for  my  temporary  disappointment.  Part  of  this 
money  refunded  to  one  of  the  members  of  the  Mission  190  doUars 
which  he  had  adyanoed  some  time  before.  Adding  10  doUars  to  it^ 
he  now  gaye  me  the  200  towards  the  Steyensons*  going  home,  together 
with  £15  more.  Later,  another  member  of  the  Mission  gaye  50 
dollars,  three  gaye  10  dollars  each,  another  220  dollars,  completing. 


249 

-vritliin  half  a  tael,  the  sum  required  for  their  passage  to  Marseilles, 
and  this  was  supplied  hj  one  of  the  previous  donors.  For  travelling 
expenses  in  China,  and  through  France,  our  brother  was  supplied  bj 
other  kind  friends ;  so  that  all  was  ready  one  mail  before  he  was  able 
to  complete  his  preparation  and  reach  Shanghai.  Thus  once  more 
our  confident  expectations  were  not  put  to  shame. 

**  At  the  risk  of  some  repetition,  I  will  quote  from  a  letter  written 
home  to  one  of  the  members  of  the  Council  about  this  time : — 

**  <  After  proving  Gt)d*s  faithfulness  for  many  years,  I  can  testify 
that  times  of  want  have  ever  been  times  of  special  blessing,  or  have 
led  to  them.  <  Never  has  the  work  entailed  more  real  trial,  or  so  much 
exercise  of  faith.  The  sickness  of  our  beloved  sister,  Miss  Blatchley,  the 
needs  of  my  dear  children,  the  state  of  our  Mission  funds,  the  changes 
required  in  the  work,  to  allow  of  some  going  home,  of  others  com- 
ing out,  and  of  the  further  extension  of  the  work,-^and  many  other 
things  not  easily  expressed  in  writing,  would  be  crushing  anxieties  if 
ice  were  to  bear  them.  But  the  Lord  bears  us,  and  them  too ;  and  makes 
our  hearts  so  very  glad  in  Himself  alone — ^not  in  Himself,  plits  a 
bank  balance — ^that  I  have  never  known  greater  freedom  from  anxiety 
and  care.  The  other  week,  when  I  reached  Shanghai,  I  was  in  great 
and  immediate  need.  The  Englislf  and  French  mails  were  both  in; 
no  remittance  of  general  funds,  and  none  at  home  to  remit.  I  cast 
the  burden  on  the  Lord.  Next  morning,  when  I  awoke,  I  felt  a 
little  inclined  to  trouble  ;  but  He  gave  me  a  word : — ^  I  know  their 
sorrows,  and  I  am  come  down  to  deliver  them ; '  and  '  Certainly  I  will 
be  with  thee '  (Exod.  iii.  7,  8,  12) ;  and  before  6  A..1C.  I  was  as  sure 
that  help  was  at  hand,  as  when,  at  noon,  I  received  a  letter  contain- 
ing more  than  £300.  Kow,  my  need  is  great  and  urgent ;  God  is 
greater  and  more  near:  and  because  He  t>,  and  is  what  He  is,  all  tcill 
be,  mutt  be  welL  Oh !  the  joy  of  knowing  the  lxvzng  Ood,  of  seeing 
the  uviNG  God,  of  resting  on  the  LiviNa  God.  I  am  but  His  agent ; 
He  will  look  after  His  own  honour,  provide  for  His  own  servants, 
and  supply  all  our  need  according  to  His  own  riches ;  you  helping 
by  your  prayers,  and  work  of  faith,  and  labour  of  love.* 

*^  But  to  return.  We  were  kept  waiting  on  God  till  May  5th. 
when  £104,  28.  were  received  from  the  Secretaries,  of  which  £100  was 
for  the  general  purposes  of  the  Mission.  None  but  those  who  know 
what  it  is  to  bear  the  burdens  of  others,  can  tell  the  joy  with  which 
we  distributed  this  small  sum — small  as  compared  with  the  wants  of 
more  than  forty  stations.      A  kind  friend  augmented  it  by  a  gift  of 
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6  dollaXB  on  the  same  day ;  and  26  dollars  irere  also  f  orwaided  to  me, 
which  had  heen  given  to  sapport  a  girl  in  the  girls*  boarding  achool. 
On  the  15th,  222  dollars  22  cents  reverted  to  the  fnndSy  which  had 
been  temporarily  appropriated  in  Febmary  to  an  object  for  which  it 
was  no  long^  required;  and  Mr.  Judd,  on  leaving  Nanldn  for 
"Wu-ch^ang,  was  able  to  hand  in  240  dollazB  71  cents,  a  surplus  of 
funds  given  him  in  December,  and  which  had  not  been  required.  In 
these  ways,  by  the  sale  of  some  stationery,  and  by  profits  on 
exchange,  the  most  urgent  necessities  of  May  were  met;  leaving 
us  ali  the  pronuaea  of  God  to  meet  the  expenses  of  June,  and  nothing- 
more. 

'*  I  asked  urgent  prayer  of  some  of  the  brethren  for  £500  to  meet  the 
manifest  and  unavoidable  outlay  of  that  month.  Perhaps  never,  in 
the  histoiy  of  the  Mission,  have  we  all  been  so  low  together.  As 
it  proved,  the  outlay  of  the  month  required  above  £100  more  than  ths 
sum  I  had  named ;  and,  therefore,  the  Lord,  who  meets  all  our  want^ 
supplied  it  too. 

*'  Prom  the  Hon.  Secretaries  I  received  on  June 

11th,  £100  3  8 
17th,  210  19  6 
29tb,  •  200    0    0 

Total,  £511     3    2 

and  in  China  I  had  given,  on  the  17th,  two  sums  amounting  to 
51  dollars,  on  the  23rd  another  of  10  dollars ;  on  the  29th,  by  sale  of 
articles  from  a  box  sent  by  a  working  party  of  young  ladies,  7  dollars 
53  cents;  and  in  a  very  remarkable  way,  which  I  cannot  detail, 
222  dollars  22  cents.  On  maldng  up  the  accounts  to  this  date,  I 
found  that  we  had  gained  by  exchange  during  the  half-year,  including 
interest  for  a  small  fund  given  for  building  purposes,  200  dollars 
32  cents.  The  aggpregate  of  these  amounts  comes  to  about  £110,  in 
addition  to  the  money  sent  from  home  ;  so  that  not  only  were  the 
current  expenses  of  the  month  met,  but  Mrs.  GardweU  and  her  two 
surviving  children  were  able  to  return  to  England  (a  change  which 
prostration,  increasing  as  the  summer  advanced,  showed  to  be  indis- 
pensable), leaving  me  with  a  balance  of  3  dollars  57  oents  (16s.  0|d.) 
on  July  Ist.  You  will  wonder  how  my  dear  fellow- workers  bore  the 
trials  connected  with  the  work  of  their  respective  stations,  and  with 
their  own  personal  need.  And  to  show  you  how  lovingly  I  am 
encouraged,  and  these  burdens  borne  up  before  the  Lord,  I  will  give 
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joa  some  extracts  froza  the  letters  of  a  few  of  them.  For  breyit^'a- 
aake  I  oonfine  myfiell  to  some  of  those  penned  in  June.  One  writing 
on  Jnne  22nd  says : — 

** '  Yonrs  of  the  13th  inst.  came  to  hand  two  or  three  days  ago,  but 
the  money  did  not  arrive  till  this  morning.  Many,  many  thanks  for 
it ;  for,  like  the  rost  of  the  brethren,  we  have  been  hard  put  to  it  of 

late.   Had  it  not  been  for  £16  that gave  to  tu,  I  do  not  know 

what  we  should  have  done ;  and  even  with  it,  we  found  it  difficult  ta 
make  both  ends  meet.  But,  praise  God,  He  has  not  allowed  us  to 
want  food.    The  money  came  most  opportunely,  both  for  our  own  use 

and  for  the  work  of  the  Church.      The  assistant wrote  me  for  6- 

dollarsy  as  rent  for  the station,  a  few  days  ago :  I  oould  not  send 

it  at  once  as  I  had  not  the  money.' 

"  After  speaking  of  some  alterations  required  in  the  chapel,  he  con- 
tinues : — *  If  I  can  make  them,  without  troubling  you,  I  shall  be 
glad.  I  dare  say  you  have  enough  to  do.  May  the  great  and  loving 
QodLf  and  our  kind  and  gpracious  Saviour,  help  you  mightily.  We  do 
pray  for  pou — ^not  talk  to  God  about  you — but  prai/  ;  and  He  knows 
it.  When  you  said,  *Fray  for  £500  for  this  month's  expenses/  the 
•um  seemed  so  insignificant  when  we  referred  it  to  God,  that  I  felt 
ashamed  that  we  should  have  to  make  it  a  subject  for  special  prayer ; 
though  to  pou  and  to  us  it  would  be  everything,  so  to  speak.  But 
Grod's  inexhaustible  riches  rose  up  before  my  mind  so  vividly,  that 
£500  seemed  no  more  to  me  than  500  stones  in  the  street.  I  have  not 
the  slightest  doubt  that  He  will  give  you  this,  and  much  more,  as 
soon  as  TTia  time  comes.  What  I  have  to  watch  against  is  impatience 
at  tcailing  His  time. 

'*  *  Some  time  ago  I  had  a  doctor's  bill  of  50  dollars  sent  me.  At  the 
time  I  had  only  8  dollars  of  my  own  in  the  world.  However,  I  told 
the  Lord  all  about  it,  and  I  felt  assured  that  He  would  provide ;  but 
I  did  not  anticipate  the  way  in  which  He  would  do  it.  Some  unlmown 
friend  paid  the  bill.  Who  it  can  be  I  have  not  the  slightest  idea.. 
The  Lord  knowt ;  and  I  pray  that  He  may  reward  and  bless  the  person 
who  has  been  so  kind  to  us.  Is  not  God  very  faithful?  As  to 
rejoicing  in  God  at  God,  I  have  that  too ;  but  His  wonderful  and 
gracious  interpositions  endear  Him  to  us.' 

'*  Eleven  days  later,  the  same  writer,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a 
further  sum,  informed  me  that  after  the  remittance  referred  to  above 
was  exhausted,  he  had  notice  from  the  resident  helper  that  the  rent 
of  another  out-station  (about  26  dollars)  was  coming  dne.    Prayer 
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was  again  his  only  resource  ;    and  lie  was  as  mnch  relieTed  *  at 

receiying,  as  I  bad  been  in  being  able  to  send  him  the  further  sapplj. 

'*  On  the  16th  of  June  a  brother  writes  from  another  station : — 

'*  *  Your  note  and  cheque  reached  me  this  morning;  please  accept 

manj  thanks.    I  think  I  must  tell  jou  how  opportunely  the  cheque 

came.'      Then  narrating  some  striking  circumstances,  which  his 

request  that  they  might  be  considered  confidential  preyents  my 

repeating,  he  adds: — *I  only  tell  you  as  a  fresh  encouragement,  a 

fresh  proof  of  God's  faithfulness.' 

**  From  another  station  I  received  the  following,  dated  June  1  Stli : — 

'  Many  thanks  for  your  kind  letter  and  the  money  which  I  reoeiTed 

safely  this  afternoon.    My  last  cash  (20th  part  of  a  penny)  was  spent 

yesterday  morning,  and  I  was  waiting  on  our  Heayenly  Father  to-dsy 

for  money  to  pay  my  teacher.    Blessed  be  His  holy  name,  He  stall 

answers  our  prayers.    How  blessed  it  is  to  trust  Him !    One  thingis 

certain,  ''All  tlungs  work  together  for  good  to  those  who  lore  God." ' 

«  Another  writer,  under  date  of  June  22nd,  says : — 

" '  The  money-order  for arriyed  here  to  day,  and  I  believe  it 

can  be  cashed  to-morrow  at  the  native  banker's.  .  .  .  For  the  first 
time  I  was  unable  to  send  for  the  usual  quantity  of  rice  for  my  sdiool 
children ;  but  neither  they  nor  we  haye  lacked  one  single  meaL  Our 
wants  haye  all  been  supplied.  I  cannot  help  feeling  glad  that  God 
sent  us  this  little  trial ;  our  common  need  has  drawn  us  nearer  to  each 
other,  and  at  the  same  time  nearer  to  Christ.  Very  eartiest  haye  been 
the  prayers  offered  up  for  you,  that  the  Lord  would  fulfil  all  your 
petitions,  and  grant  you  according  to  your  own  heart.  We  are  a 
happy  household ;  sympathizing  with  one  another's  joys  and  sorrows ; 
conscious,  too,  with  a  glad  consciousness,  that  Christ  is  king  in  house 
and  heart.' 

"A  fifth  writer  tells  me  that  when  the  money  I  sent  him  on 
June  12th  arrived,  they  had  not  a  dollar  left,  and  were  praying*  for 
relief.  'How  kind  of  the  Lord,'  he  adds,  *to  hear  our  united 
prayers.' 

**  I  might  giye  you  more  quotations,  but  these  must  suffice.  Hy 
letter  has  already  grown  much  longer  than  I  intended  it  to  be.  Hie 
review  of  these  things,  and  of  many  others  like  them  that  I  shall 
never  be  able  to  tell  you  here,  suggests  to  my  mind  some  of  David's 
utterances  in  Psalm  xzziv.,  and  his  words  in  Psalm  IziiL  7 : — 
•  Because  Thou  hast  been  my  help,  therefore  in  the  shadow  of  Tbj 
wings  will  I  rejoice.'  «  J.  HuDSOX  Tatlob." 
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STORY  OF  A  CHRISTIAN  CHINAWOMAN. 

The  Apoatle  Paul  tells  us  that  '<God  hath  chosen  the 
foolish  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  wise ;  and  God 
hath  chosen  the  weak  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the 
things  which  are  mighty ;  and  base  things  of  the  world,  and 
things  which  are  despised,  hath  Gt>d  chosen,  yea,  and 
things  which  are  not,  to  bring  to  nought  things  that  are ; 
that  no  flesh  should  glory  in  His  presence."  The  truth 
of  these  words  is  manifested  in  the  reception  given  to  the- 
offer  of  salvation.  The  poor  will  listen  when  the  rich  turn 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  Gospel  message ;  the  ignorant  receive, 
while  the  wise  reject  as  fbolishness,  the  preached  Word. 
A  striking  instance  of  this  occurred  in  Shao-hing. 

In  the  year  1868,  Mrs.  Yiang,  a  widow,  whose  home  was- 
in  the  country,  10  English  miles  from  Shao*hing,  lived  for 
a  time  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson  as  servant.  "While' 
there,  a  native  Christian  of  the  name  of  Kin,  who  had  been 
baptized  by  Mr.  Stevenson  in  the  same  year,  spoke  to  her 
of  God  in  His  relation  as  a  Father.  She  had  a  little  boy, 
of  whom  she  was  very  fond.  Mr.  £in  referred  to  her  care 
for  her  child,  and  told  her  that  God  was  her  Father,  and 
cared  for  her  in  the  same  way.  '^  Sometimes,"  he  con- 
tinued, '^  you  buy  something  for  your  boy.  If  he  were  to 
manifest  no  interest  in  it,  or  be  careless  of  you,  would  you 
not  be  grieved  and  disappointed?"  Then  he  sjToke  of 
God's  many  temporal  mercies,  especially  of  His  unspeak- 
able Gift)  and  of  the  feelings  these  should  awaken  in  us. 
The  wonderful  Fatherly  love  of  God  gpradually  dawned 
upon  h^,  and  the  days  of  her  heathendom  were  ended. 
She  has  never  lost  sight  of  this  truth,  and  it  has  given  her 
a  child-like  faith  and  trust,  such  as  are  not  often' seen. 
She  is  very  poor,  and  sometimes  has  not  had  a  cash  (the- 
twentieth  part  of  a  penny)  left ;  but  she  is  never  cast  down. 
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Her  Father  lives,  and  she  entertains  no  doubt  that  He  will 
provide.  She  seems,  too,  incapable  of  fear.  Of  trial,  and  even 
danger,  she  has  had  no  small  experience,  bat  Gfod  is  ever 
-\7ith  her,  and  she  knows  and  believes  it.  The  thought  of  her 
heavenly  home  seems  day  by  day  to  sustain  and  strengthen 
her.  When  she  first  believed  in  Christ,  she  publicly  professed 
her  determination  in  life  or  death,  joy  or  sorrow,  plenty  or 
poverty,  to  follow  the  Lord  fully ;  and  ever  since  it  has  been 
her  constant  effort  to  make  known  to  others  that  precious 
Saviour,  through  whom  she  has  been  brought  nigh  to  GK)d, 
and  who,  she  well  knows,  is  the  only  way  to  the  Father. 

After  her  return  home,  she  suffered  much  on  account  of 
the  opposition  of  her  people  to  her  attending  Uie  services 
on  the  Lord's-day.  She  could  not  walk  all  the  way,  and 
had  to  expend  a  few  cash  in  boat  money,  as  she  came  up 
on  Saturday,  and  went  home  on  Monday.  Had  a  much 
larger  sum  been  spent  on  idolatry,  she  would  have  been 
commended  for  her  devotion.  But,  as  it  was  only  to  go 
and  worship  with  the  ''foreign  devils,"  she  was  never 
suffered  to  be  in  peace  about  it.  Her  father-in-law 
determined  to  put  a  stop  to  her  coming.  One  Satur- 
day, he  armed  himself  with  a  large  wood-chopper,  and 
declared  he  would  hew  her  legs  off  if  she  attempted  to 
to  go ;  and  he  so  threatened  the  boatman,  that  he  dared  not 
stop  at  the  place.  She  knew  too  well  the  character  and 
spirit  of  the  man  to  persist  in  her  intention.  On  the  fol- 
lowing Saturday,  she  determined  in  her  own  mind  to  go  to 
a  neighbour's,  and  there  to  wait  the  coming  of  the  boat. 
On  her  way,  she  had  to  pass  a  small  temple,  and  there  was 
her  father-in-law,  secreting  himself  for  the  purpose  of 
watching  her  movements.  He  seized  her,  and  brought  her 
back,  intending  to  take  her  life.  His  plan  was  to  hang  her 
by  the  neck  to  a  beam  with  a  long,  strong  Chinese  garter, 
and  to  kindle  a  &tq  of  straw  under  her,  to  make  sure  work 
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of  it.  But,  providentially,  some  of  the  relatives  interfered — 
not  for  her  sake,  but  for  their  own — and  compelled  I^jtti  to 
desist,  for  fear  of  the  trouble  which  might  result.  The  next 
Saturday,  she  was  again  set  upon — this  time  by  her  late 
husband's  brother  and  his  wife,  as  the  father-in-law  was 
from  home.  She  succeeded,  however,  in  making  her  escape, 
and  in  bringing  with  her  her  spinning  apparatus  and  some 
cotton ;  and  so  she  was  able  to  remain  in  Shao-hing  for  a 
-while,  pursuing  her  work,  and  making  a  scanty  livelihood. 

On  one  occasion,  she  went  to  visit  her  sister,  whom  she 
had  not  seen  for  a  number  of  years,  and  exhorted  her  to 
believe  in  Jesus,  and  to  give  up  the  worship  of  idols.  Her 
sister  asked  her  to  come  again  and  stay  a  few  days,  as  she 
had  some  work  for  her  to  do.  She  accordingly  went  after 
a  time,  but  met  with  a  very  different  reception.  She  was 
told  that  after  her  last  visit  the  whole  family  became  sick, 
and  that  she  had  caused  it  all  by  praying  to  God,  and  not 
hononring  the  idols,  when  there  before.  The  poor  woman 
had  to  leave  her  sister's  house  at  once. 

But  to  recount  half  of  what  she  has  suffered  for  Christ's 
sake,  would  be  impossible  within  a  moderate  compass. 
One  of  the  most  cruel  thing^s  her  Mends  did,  was  to  take 
her  son  away  from  her.  Por  a  time  she  did  not  know 
where  he  was,  and  they  succeeded  in  quite  alienatiog  his 
mind  from  her,  and  in  convincing  him  that,  had  not  they 
rescued  him,  he  would  ere  now  have  been  in  foreign  coun- 
tries a  wretched  slave,  or  would  have  had  his  eyes,  heart, 
and  liver  taken  out,  to  be  compounded  into  medicine  for  the 
diabolical  foreigners.  So  much  have  they  exasperated  him 
against  her,  that  he  has  begun  to  abuse  her  when  at  home, 
and  even  to  beat  her.    This  is  indeed  a  sorrowful  cup. 

During  the  time  that  he  was  away  from  her,  she  deter- 
mined on  one  occasion  to  go  and  seek  him,  feeling  anxious 
both  for  his  bodily  and  spiritual  welfare.     She  had  no 
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idea  where  he  was,  but  set  off  all  alone,  and  with  very  little 
money.  Having  small  feet,  she  could  not  walk  far  at  once; 
so,  when  weary,  she  sat  down,  and  began  to  speak  to  the 
X)eople  about  Jesus.  Then  she  went  on  a  little,  and  wh^ 
fairly  in  the  country,  where  houses  are  mora  thinly 
scattered,  she  felt  more  and  more  drawn  to  speak  to  eveij 
one  she  met  of  Him,  as  she  found  the  probability  of  meet- 
ing  with  her  boy  became  less  and  less.  Finally,  she 
concluded  that  it  was  useless  to  search  further  for  hiin 
without  some  clue,  but  felt  that  there  was  work  to  be  done 
for  God,  and  gave  herself  up  to  that. 

Onward  she  went,  till  at  night  she  came  to  a  place  where 
theatricals — ^whioh  were  to  last  all  night — were  being-  per- 
formed in  honour  of  the  g^ds.  There  was  one  booth  in 
which  she  might  have  got  lodgpings,  and  she  was  weary ; 
but  she  concluded  that  it  was  safer  to  sit  out  all  night,  and 
slept  seated  on  a  stool,  till  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  The  Father  whom  she  trusted  with  child-like 
simplicity  to  protect  her,  did  indeed  honour  her  faith ;  and 
not  only  did  she  meet  with  no  insult  or  injury,  but  was 
treated  with  much  kindness.  One  man  offered  to  pay  for 
a  lodging  for  her,  if  she  had  not  money  enough.  At  four 
o'clock  A.M.,  feeling  hungry,  she  went  into  one  of  the 
refreshment  booths,  and  had  a  basin  of  hot  ''  miu"  (a 
native  preparation,  somewhat  like  vermicelli).  A  country- 
man, a  perfect  stranger,  came  in  while  she  was  eating  it, 
and  went  out  before  she  had  finished  her  meal,  not  having^ 
spoken  a  word  to  her ;  but  when  she  offered  to  pay,  she  found 
that  this  man  had  paid  for  her.  She  thought, ''  How  won- 
derful that  God  should  use  a  man  whom  I  never  saw  before, 
or  have  spoken  a  word  to,  to  pay  for  my  breakfast  unknowii 
to  me.     Truly  it  is  no  vain  thing  to  trust  in  the  Lord." 

She  walked  on  again  for  several  more  days,  speaking  to 
all  whom  she  mot  of  the  true  God,  and  of  Jesus  Christ  whom 
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33.0  Iiath  Bent.  Some  asked  her  to  join  them  at  their  meals, 
ajid  each  night,  excepting  the  first,  hospitable  villagers 
©applied  her  with  a  lodging.  The  people  everywhere 
seemed  much  struck  by  and  interested  in  her  message.  At 
one  place  she  was  asked  to  pray,  although  they  had  very 
little  idea  of  what  true  prayer  was ;  and  they  were  so 
struck  by  her  simple  petitions,  that  they  would  have  her 
repeat  them  again,  while  they  were  committed  to  writing. 

She  spent  a  week  in  this  way,  and  literally  walked  her 
Bhoes  off  her  feet,  coming  back  laden  with  fruit  given  her 
by  the  kind  country  people.  At  some  of  the  places  visited, 
fihe  found  that  the  people  had  purchased  .Christian  books, 
but  could  not  make  out  their  meaning,  from  the  difOlculiy 
of  the  ^Chinese  written  character.  She  greatly  desires  to 
visit  them  again,  and  we  cannot  but  hope  that  with  in- 
•creasing  acquaintance  with  the  truth,  she  may  become 
more  and  more  useful. 

Ever  since  her  conversion,  she  has  steadfastly  followed 
the  Lord  through  many  trials,  and  has  manifested  a 
devotion  and  zeal  seldom  equalled,  and  rar^  excelled. 
In  season  and  out  of  season,  she  loses  no  opportunity  of 
speaking  of  Him  she  has  learned  to  love  and  trust.  Even 
on  the  way  from  the  house  to  the  chapel,  she  may  often  be 
seen  sitting  among  little  groups  of  women  whom  she  has 
collected  around  her,  appearing  incapable  of  passing  them 
by.  She  has  still  much  to  bear  at  home.  It  may  truly  be  said 
of  her,  that  "  her  foes  are  they  of  her  own  household." 


A  FEAGRANT  FLOWER  LATELY  GATHERED. 

At  the  request  of  seTeral  of  our  friends,  we  reprint  the  following 
from  Th$  Ckrittian  of  August  6th,  1874  :«— 

Emily  Blatohlet.    Fell  asleep  on  Saturday,  July  25th ; 
buried  at  Highgate  Cemetery  on  Thursday,  July  30. 

The  most  glorious  triumphs  of  Christ  are  spiritual,  and 
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His  noblest  work  is  that  wrought  in  the  secret  of  the  soul. 
Not  the  conquest  of  kingdoms,  but  self-eanquest ;  not  the 
renunciation  of  anything  merely  external,  but  self-renuncia' 
tton;  not  the  consecration  of  substance,  but  geJ/'Consecration 
in  the  service  of  God  and  man — these  are  the  hardest  deeds 
to  accomplish,  and  the  most  divine  attainments  in  the  world. 
They  shine  with  the  peculiar  light  of  Calvary. 

Emily  Blatchley,  though  unknown  to  the  world,  was 
a  true  heroine,  and  an  instance  of  this  noble,  Christ-like 
self-sacrifice  for  the  good  of  others.     Her  memory  is  fra- 
grant, for  her  life  was  consecrated  to  Christ  and  the  salva- 
tion of  the  heathen.     For  His  sake  she  took  care  of  a  little 
flock,  the  children  of  the  Rev.  J.  Hudson  Taylor,  of  the  China 
Inland  Mission.    £he  tended  them  in  health  and  in  sick- 
ness, at  home  and  abroad,  for  years ;  and  as  long  as  health 
permitted,  was  their  only  teacher.     This  she  did  to  help 
forward  the  evangelization  of  China,  by  setting  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Taylor  as  free  as  possible  for  directly  missionary  work. 
Not  content  with  caring  for  Mr.  Taylor's  children,  she  be- 
came a  Secretary  of  the  Mission.    She  wrote  in  its  interest 
thousands  of  letters ;  she  kept  its  accounts ;  she  edited  its 
Occasional  Papers;  she  helped  to  bear  its  burthens;  she 
worked  long  hours,  and  often  far  on  into  the  night.     She 
not  only  toiled  with  head  and  hand,  but  with  heart  too, 
for  she  prayed  for  the  Mission.     She  dculy  remembered  its 
missionaries  by  name  at  the  throne  of  grace,  and  pleaded 
continually  its  cause  with  God.     She  suffered  too.     She 
"  endured  hardness  "  when  in  China,  and  on  her  journeys, 
putting  up  with  much  discomfort.    She  ministered  to  her 
fellow-missionaries,  and  nursed  them  when  they  were  sick. 
She  bore  the  trial  of  her  faith,  and  that  of  love  as  well,  for 
in  the  caase  of  missions  she  sacrificed  her  heart's  afiTections. 
And  all  this  she  did  in  a  quiet,  unpretending  way,  and  with 
a  calm  perseverance  which  continued  to  the  end  of  life. 
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None  could  have  given  more  to  the  work  of  God  among  the 
heathen  than  she  did,  for  she  gave  all  she  had — herself. 
Blessed  be  God  for  the  grace  bestowed  upon  her,  and  for 
the  everlasting  rest  into  which  she  has  entered ;  for  the 
grace  which  caused  her  to  toil  for  Jesus,  and  then  to  sleep 
in  Him. 

Faithful  Mend  of  a  feeble  but  heroic  Mission,  would 
that  all  its  helpers  were  like-minded  with  thee !  Would 
that  all  those  who  have  ministered  to  it  of  their  substance 
had  as  constant  a  memory  of  its  wants  as  thine !  The 
China  Inland  Mission  has  no  eloquent  advocate  of  its  claims. 
It  has  no  denomination  for  its  support.  It  has  no  great 
names  on  which  to  rely.  It  is,  therefore,  cast  the  more  on 
God,  and  on  the  faithful  love  and  help  of  the  comparatively 
few  who  can  appreciate  the  simplicity,  faith,  and  devoted- 
ness  which  characterize  its  work  in  the  interest  of  China's 
millions.  But  let  those  few  remember  that  it  is  no  small 
honour  to  be  enabled  to  recognise  and  minister  to  the 
Master  when  He  appears  in  the  garments  of  weakness  and 
poverty. 

Friends  of  the  China  Inland  Mission,  a  precious  helper 
has  just  been  removed  £rom  our  midst ;  let  us  dose  our 
ranks  and  seek  to  fill  the  gap.  That  Mission  now  needs 
our  help  more  than  ever ;  let  us  prove  ourselves  worthy 
of  the  occasion.  Let  us  help  the  work  afre%h ;  and  let  us 
persevere  in  helping  it.  Here,  around  this  newly-opened 
grave,  let  our  interest  in  this  work  revive ;  and  help  Thou, 
0  Lord!  Is  not  Thy  name  inscribed  upon  its  banner? 
Is  not  its  song  Ebenezer,  and  its  hope  Jehovah-jireh  ?  Bless, 
then,  this  Mission,  and  let  the  little  one  become  a  thousand, 
for  Thy  glory's  sake. 

H.  Grattan  GuumBss. 
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GsAHAX,  Bey.  0.,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Qxmnsrwi^  H.  Grattan,  Harley  House,  Bow,  E. 

HowASD,  J.  E.,  Esq.,  F.B.S.,  Lordship  Lane,  Tottenhaau 

LAin>Bi£,  Bey.  Wm.,  D.D.,  Begent's  Park,  London. 

Lewis,  Bey.  W.  G.,  52  Norfolk  Terraoe,  Bayswater. 

MoBUET,  JoHzr,  Esq.,  Upper  Clapton. 

HuzJSB,  Gbobob,  Bristol. 

BASflTOGS,  LoBD,  East  Sheen. 

BoaBNTHAiiX,  Bey.  W.  L.,  LL.D.,  Forest  Hill,  London. 

Skite,  J.  Denhak,  Dublin. 

SiOTEZBS,  T.  B.,  Esq.,  Highgate,  London. 

Yablby,  Hk27BY,  32  Clarendon  Boad,  London. 

WOQDFALL)  CoLONBLy  Brighton. 


Cinmdl  at  PHnajftment. 

<2HA£LiaB,  John,  6  Doyer  Street,  Piccadilly,  W. 
Hazl,  Williak,  39  Edgware  Boad,  W. 
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Chaluob,  John,  5  Doyer  Street,  Piccadilly,  W. 

Messrs.  TEaoix>BB  Jones  &  Co.,  1  Finsbury  Cireas,  Loodoiii. 

Thb  London  and  Cottntt  Bane,  Lombard  Street,  London* 

Offices  of  t^t  pi80mn« 

No.  6  Pyrland  Boad,  Kew^igton  Green,  i;fOndon,  N. 
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